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“he acquisition «of -Carter’s Grove in «
9 by Colonial Williamsburg gave -
melsine the opportunity toexploreone
his great personal desxres—the
~king plantation. .
‘e explained that questions
nediately were asked: Can we really
ke it into a working plantation? Can
accomplish all that is required? Can
finance theproject?
7 the restoration of Carter’s ‘Grove is
:omplished, the Colonia] Williamsburg

,involved in

— e aman

Ve MIT A CILVIAMUM VL

-Carter’s Grove. - - -

Short added that the research is
“unspectacular’
things—such as the physical manner of

- growing wheat, oats, rye, corn and

tobacco. How were the crops cultivated?
A good deal is already known about the
cultivation of tobacco, Short explained,
but much is still needed concerning other
aspects of colonial agrienlture, .
Using acconnt books, ledgers,
correspondence, inventories, journals,

Doorway to Second Floor Is Majestic in Proporlions

i

sae nansion, wnich was opened ‘this .-

currently s

year on Wednesday,
exhibited with thefum:shmgs-—mcluding
18th and 19th-century antiques and later
pieces left by the late Mrs. McCrea.

“I can imagine that we wonld have to
furnish about 15-16 rooms with period
pieces (circa 1750-1781), if we were to
completely restore the _interior,*”
Humelsine said. *This would mean an
extensive search and a tremendous 1ask
‘for our.department of collections.™

Humelsine, -however, quickly pointed

. oot that no -decision has been qmade .

{eorgian Form Model

Archltecture Has Evolved
Through Private Ownershlp

A Tecappmg wf the history of Car-
er’s Grove plantation helps shed light

regarding the manson—-enher' .

concerning the mmnorimmshmgsorthe -

-exterior facade. -
When Colonial sold the

Kingsmill Plantation property adjacent. -
10 Carter’s Grove to Anheuser-Buschin

1963, a corridor, for a pr country
road, 2 minimum of 300 feet wide and .
nearly six miles
undisturbed ‘wooded areas and open
‘spaces = was
explained.

THIS "LAND PROVIDES
opportunity to construct & praotected
<country Toad from Williamsburg to
Carter’s Grove enabling visitors to enjoy
a lsa"snx'ely drive to the plantation, he
sai

~ 'Humelsine estimated 1o accumphsh

the Carter’s Grove project would reguire

the acquistion of sizeable endowment,
‘which would-enable.the nse-of from $57
million for the “wm'kmg ;ﬂantaunn" .
‘concept, - :
% This is -another pmb]em mmwnh ~

“wwhich 'we have concerned ourselves,” he |

said, “*wherewill this moneybe found?*
The Board of Trustees of the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation in Nov. 1971
approved a phased redevelopment -of
Carter’s Grove. Buttherepth and extent
of the redevelopment -cannot be
determined, Humelsine said, until the

Tesearch project is closer 1o completion. :
.He said he hopes a yolicy -decision

regarding Carter’s Groveca.n bemadein
the early next year.

““This is a fine, great hmse;" he said,

“and a fine exampleof graciousliving.

“The great value-we hope to derive
from Carter’s Grove in years ahead,”
Humelsine said, *‘will be to provide an
entirely new and exciting interpretation
of colonial history, showing the elaborate
plantation life which socially, politically
and economically controlied colonial
Virginia.”

long through-

retained, Humelsine

the .

cance.

“The tirst Jmown owner of the proper-
~ty.was “Kipg"Carter of Corotoman,
but since the Tecords of James -City
" County were lest during the Civil War,
.‘the date of purchase -has mot been
~ Jound, nor is it known from whom he

~on‘its present-day signifi

" acquired the land in theearly 1700s.

. Carter explained in two letters in
1723 and 1731 that he had purchased
the land for his daughter Elizabeth.
After the death of her first husband,
Nathaniel Burwell of Fairfield, Glou-
cester County, she married Dr. George
" Nicholas and “King” Carter became
-executor and guardian for his grand-
children, including Carter -Burwell, to
whom ownership of Carter’s Grove
*wou]d eventually descent. . .

Liptle 3s ‘known .about the .events on
the - ‘plantation during the early years.

_*“Kimg™ . Carier died in 1732 and his

grandsan mcelved the property five
wwyeaesiater.” - -

Burwell .built Carter’s Grove man-
sion between 1750 and 1753, and his
descendants preserved the account
books showing details of his contracts
with masons, carpenters and a master
woodworker imported from England.’

THE STATELY BRICK home was a

" major project in the area, and Burwell

commissioned a Williamsburg mason,
David Minetree, to undertake the proj-
ect, along with John Wheatly, a car-
penter who was working on repairs to
the Governor's Palace and on the new
capitol building.

Minetree built only the main part of
the house. It is-believed that several
flanking dependencies were already .in
place, constructed about 1700. Records
indicate that much of the building ma-
terials had already been purchased be-

B

fore Minetree was hired and x:nnstmc-
tion began.

Architectura] historians are virtually
unanimous in their judgment that the
interiors of Carter’s Grove are the fi-
nest fn Virginia and among the best in
colonial America. They have survxved,
and areintact today.

No orxgmal ‘drawings or plans for the.
mansion are known to exist, but histo-
rians have been able to pinpoint the
source of the interior decorations. Bur-
well bought a copy -of the well-known
book on London building of that day,
“Palladio Londinensis,” just two years
before the house was begun and much
of the woodwork was copled from its
pages.

Carter’s Grove, the ‘Iast of a series of
stylistically similar “houses “raised in
Virginia between 1725 and 1750, repre-
sents the culmination of early Geor-
gian plantation architecture, according
to historian Marshall B. Davidson.

“On baronial estates (like Carter’s
Grove) an untitled nobility built
impressive mansions of stone and brick,
that with their flanking dependencies,
came closer than other colonial
structures to approaching the Palladian
manor houses of _rural England,”
Davidson said.

““Virginians live more hke country
gentlemen of fortune than any other
settlers of America, (they) live in a
state of emulation with one another,
Building, furniture, wines, dress, diver-
sion and this is to.such a degree that it
is rather amazing that they should be
able to go on with their plantation at
all...” Davidson suggested.

'FROM ITS EARLY YEARS, the Car-
ter's Grove plantation house was a
meeting place for the influential and
the elite of Virginia, and the lively so-

" cial events there attracted the leadmg

enof theday.

Burwell was a member of the House.
of Burgesses and his son Nathaniel was
a member of the Convention -of 1788 for
the adoption of the Constitution. The
diary of John Blair of Williamsburg

" makes frequent mention-of meeting at

Carter’s Grove and lists .John Robin-
son, Speaker of the House of Bur-
gesses, as attending one of the many
social occasions.

Burwell lived only a few short
months in his completed manor house,
dying in 1756. Relatives, including Wil-
liam Nelson of the Yorktown Nelson
family, looked after the estate until
Nathaniel Burwell cameof agein 1771.

There ‘were ten rooms on the two
floors of the main house: four bed-
rooms and a study were located on the
second floor, while two drawing ‘rooms,
a library, dining room, and the great
hall were on the ground floor.

A persistent tradition denotes the
right drawing room facing the river as
the scene of two historic refusals,

Legend has it that Mary Cary of Cee-
ley’s Warwick County, is said to have
declined “a proposal of marriage by
‘George Washington. Miss Cary later
married Edward Ambler of James-
town. Sometime later Thomas Jeffer-
son was refused in marriage by Re-
becca Burwell, the niece of the builder,
and Jefferson's early sweetheart,
whom he called “my fair Belinda.*
Since the early 1900s the room has
been known as the *‘refusal room.”

The house was still young when the
Revolutionary War came to the coun-
tryside here. Another famous legend

-has been told surrounding a visit to the

plantation by British Colonel Banistre
Tarleton.

Continued on Page3, Col.2






March 9, 1972

TO MEMBERS OF THE COURT

In the event you have not seen it, I think you will enjoy - and
admire - the enclosed bit of poetry written by Elizabeth Black.

It was presented at the luncheon given on Tuesday by the "wives"
for Nan Rehnquist and my wife Jo.

£20

*
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