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House Party Leaders Discuss Proposition
Dels. J. M. Thomson, M. C. Butler by Houdon Statue

Cbntinued From First Page

Governor's Management Study,
Inc., as a non-profit corpo-
ration with Zimmer as its head
and Dawbarn as chief liaison
man for the governor.

|
Zimmer and Dawbarn told

newsmen later that the plan for
a privately financed, privately
operated study aiming at new
economies and more efficiency

received by those at the lunch-
eon.

Zimmer announced the ap-
pointment of Henry Clay Hof-
heimer of Norfolk as finance
director for the effort to raise
about $100,000 in contributions

deemed necessary to pay for:

the study.

He also announced that Er-
win Will of Richmond, board
chairman of Virginia Electric
and Power Co., and W. Wright
Tarrision of Norfolk, head of
the Virginia National Bank,
—puld serve as manpower di-
rectors to recruit the special
types of executive, professional
and technical talent needed.

50 to 60 Specialists

The latter specialists and ex-
ecutives, numbering 50 to 60,
are expected to be contributed
for several weeks' intensive ef:

in state government was well ians would produce in the next

forts by their corporate or in-
| stitutional employers. In effect,

Zimmer and Dawbarn have fig-
ured the combined  services |
would amount to a half-million !

| dollars or so.

Dividing  themselves into
seven teams, with the help of
Warren King and Associates, |
Inc., a Chicago firm of manag- |
ement consultants, the Virgin-|

six months a detailed report on
how to improve state govern-
ment and, the governor
hopes, how to save milliony in
governmental costs.

Campaign Plank

Holton . made the proposed
reorganization effort a major
campaign = plank last year,
along with his call for the food
tax rebate scheme that would
subtract about $40 million an-
nually from state general fund
revenues.

Democrats generally have
opposed the Holton rebate plan
on grounds that the state needs
all the revenues in sight and
much more, too. Democrats
also have voiced skepticism at
the Holton campaign claimis he
could save enough money by

governmental reorganization to |—

ofiset the lost revenues.

Rather than take an obstruct- |
ionist stance on the reorganiza- ‘
tion project, and with an eye on
the political future, House

Demeccrats evolved the propos- |
| al to provide state funds for the |

study.
Strings Questioned
Some of them were con- |

| cerned about the propriety of |
ghaving a state governmental |

reorganization effort financed, |

# conducted, dominated and con- |

accepted if enacted by the as-
sembly. Rather, he would
leave it to the study corpora-
tion's executive committee to
decide.

For his part, Zimmer said he
was inclined to have no part uof
state funds, but to have private
business' pay all the costs.
There are feelings among other
businessmen, ‘too, he added,
that “this should be our study
and report. . . . completely un-
fettered”” by any strings of gov-
ernmental or bureaucratic con-

menme e House Demoerats Offer Holton Plan $100,000

g )

Just where this proposition] some Republicans thought it
stood last night was unclear. | should be limited in its scope,
Scme senators’ said privately | S0 @S to reduce the loss in reve-
the Hnuse leadership had come e
up ‘with the proposal too late
and too hurriedly, without the
stately ‘overtures and obei-
sances that senior senators are
accustomed fo.

Just where the Holton tax re-
bate bill stood last night was
also. unclear. It had been tick-|
eted for introduction yesterday, |
but it apparently got shunted

trol.
Dawbarn Comment

aside for the day, partly be-
cause of the distractions from
i the discussions of the $100,000

Dawbarn noted that in other proposal and partly because

states where similar studies |;
have been considered success |
ful a major virtue was consid: |
ered to be the lack of public
financing. He saw no conflicts
of interests resulting because
the whole operation would be
open and above board.

Dawbarn thought it was |
“sreat” that the assembly’s !
Democratic leadership might
approve the reorganization
project enough to vote financial
support, but he wouldn't advo-
cate or oppose the $100,000 ap-
propriation measure.

\ trolled by private or nonpublic -
hands beyond the legislative I
reach. Others said simply that |!

the public business ought to be |
handled with public funds, so |

| as to avoid any possible taint of |
| “influence’” pressures by heavy |

contributors who might have

iprivate or personal interests in |}

reorganization changes.
At yesterday’s luncheon, ac-

\cording to the Zimmer-Daw- |

barn reports to newsmen, the |
governor mentioned the Demo- |
cratic proposition of $100,000 in

|state funds, but expressed no

lopinion on whether it should be
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Holton Plan

Budget Reaction Good

Republican Gov. Holton's
new budget proposals have
drawn cautiously worded, but
generally favorable reaction

.| from some of the General As-

sembly’s leading Democrats.
Holton sent a budget mes-
sage to the assembly yesterday
that called for appropriating
$54.2 million more for the 1970-
72 biennium than former Gov.
Godwin proposed. Godwin of-
fered a $3.8 billion state budg-
et. (See story on Page 4.)
Holton’s message called for
food tax relief for lower income
levels, added mental health
services, increased water anti-

"|'pollution expenditures, a start

toward relocation of the State
Penitentiary, a move toward
port unification, more money
for outdoors programs and
money for pine tree reforesta-
tion.

Increased taxes on cigarettes
and alcoholic beverages would
be the principal added revenue
source.

As to a Holton proposal that
the tax on liquor be raised
from 10 per cent to 14 per cent,
Sen. William F. Stone of Mar-
tinsville said he would go along
with that.

But Stone didn’t think much
of Holton’s proposal to hike the
tax on cigarteets from 21 20 5
cents a pack. Noting Virginia’s
reliance on the tobacco in-
dustry, Stone said the state
“ought not kill the goose that
lays the golden egg.”

Lt. Gov. Reynolds said Hol-
ton ‘“has recognized what we
said all last year: a rebate can-
not be financed within the
present tax structure of the
state.”

He said, however, that the
suggestion that the food tax re-
bate be limited to low-income
families is ‘‘equitable’” because
“they are the persons hurt
worse by the tax on food.”

Del. James Thomson of Alex-
andria, the House majority
leader, had some degree of ap-
proval for the Holton plan.

He ssid the governor has
repudiated part Q’ his cam-

paign program and adopted
part of Sen. Leroy S. Bend-
heim’s proposal “and we are
glad he did.”

He referred to a bill in-
traduced by Bendheim that

(Other legislative stories on
Pages 3, 4 and 6.)

would provide a $9 per year re-
bate or tax credit to persons
with gross incomes on $5,000 or
less. Bendheim proposed rais-
ing the ligour tax to 14 per cent
and- an increase in corporation
income taxes from 5 per cent to
6 per cent.

Bendheim said he considered
it an ‘“‘endorsement’’ of his pro-
posal.

“If you are going to spend

$21 million you might as well
spend $29 million and get a
broader scope.” Bendhein’s
food tax rebate would cost an
estimated $29.7 million for the
biennium.

State Sen. William B. Hop-
kins of Roanoke was less enthu-
siastic: He said he thought the
“‘governor is beginning to ac-
knowledge his own fiscal irres-
ponsibility during the cam-
paign.”

Richmond state Sen. L.
Douglas Wilder and Edward E.
Willey said they were opposed
to rebates if it meant raising
taxes. Willey said he thought
the governor should give more
attention to reshuffling the
budget rather than to increas-
ing taxes.
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Blue Streak

Largest Evening
Circulation in Virginia

121,428

By CARL SHIRES
and STEWART JONES

A constitutional revision pro-
posal that would allow the state
to pledge its full faith and cred-
it behind revenue-producing
capital projects survived a flur-

. ry of verbal opposition on the
House floor late today and was
adopted by 56-41 vote.

Earlier the House of Dele-

, gates had approved by 96-0 the
main body of the constitutional
revision package that will go
to the state’s voters in referen-

‘ dum later this year.

Assembly
Inside

—The Virginia Senate holds
an abbreviated session. Page
3.

— A late night legislative
session that almost spilled
over into today saw a flood
of new bills introduced in the
General Assembly before the
midnight deadline. Page 7.

—A House committee faces
the task of trying to recon-
cile diverse opinions on how

| best to combine some 38 ex-
isting conflict-of-interest sta-
tutes into one all-encompass-
ing law. Page T.

Re-establishment of a
state movie censorship board
is proposed in a bill offered
in the House of Delegates.
Page 7.

—The Virginia trucking in-
dustry turned its big guns to-
day on a package of bills to
glean more tax dollars from
their multi-axle fleets. Page.
1:

—A House committee kills
a bill that would have allowed
insurance compahnies to
charge 8 per cent interest on
policy loans. Page 7.

—The House of Delegates
today moved onto position for
final action tomorrow a bill
that would transfer the Cen-
tral Criminal Records EX-
change from the attorney
|| general’s office to the State
Police. Page 7.

Revision Proposal

It passed also by 83-11 vote
another revision resolution that
would expand the state’s bor-
rowing power for general obli-
gation bonds.

Passing by a 95-2 vote was a
revision package proposal on a

prohibition against lotteries in
the state.

Today’s work spelled finis in
the House for the constitutional
revision changes approved by
last year's special Assembly
session.

Pages Jimmy Butler (left] and Ted Leake
prepare massive bill books today for mem-
bers of the General Assembly.
were swelled by the introduction at a spe-

The books

House OK's Adoption
f Credit Resolution

The four questions voted on
today will be put to referendum
later this year.

Last week, the House Privi-
leges and Elections Committee

See KEY, Page 12

Staff Photo:by Babby Jones

cial session last night of a'flood of new
measures before the midnight cutoff fime
for new bills. More than 350 bills were
introduced yesterday. (Story on Page 7.)




























































































































Richmond

Bubbling,
But Quietly

Osm-ne

Del. Butler Survives
Spate of Objection,

Disclaims High Aim

By OZZIE OSBORNE
World-News Political Writer

RICHMOND — What one legislator called the
“Whisky Rebellion” among northern Virginia Re-
publicans has fizzled out and relative quiet has re-
turned to the historic Raleigh Hotel here.

Del. M. Caldwell Butler, the object of the abor-
tive revolt, also, some claim, is his old self again.
Butler, by the way, was mentioned in a Sunday
newspaper piece as a possible candidate for gover-

nor.

He has thus far disclaimed any interest, saying
he didn’t know there was a vacancy. Still, his fre-
quent trips to the governor’s office have given rise

on-the-job training.

Butler” attempt.

rees .. .”

chine may be stilled.

to speculation that he may already be getting some

Among the Democrats, you may have read in
the press that the move to get rid of Sen. Henry
Howell is proving more successful than the “Boot

Some think Howell may move into another dis-
frict in his hometown of Norfolk to make re-election
j-asier, now that he has been put in one where the
heople are not too sympathetic to his Populist views.

Howell says there is nothing to the talk, adding:
‘T have such a lovely home now—two large holly

The press has always been rather fond of How-
P11, mainly because of his candor and the provoca-
ive ideas he expresses. Too, his press releases are
neatly typed, doublespaced and require hardly any
pditing. If is sad to think that his mimeograph ma-

Reporters Are Digging Hard

At thelegislatur e, reporters are hunting
through bills to find some frivia to offset talk about
such ponderous fopics as redistricting, tax relief,
what to do about unfit judges and that never-ending
subject of sewage treatment funds,

They found one that takes off the books a law
applying to steamship wharfs. The ancient statute
said anyone owning such wharfs had to furnish
waiting rooms and stipulating that “such accommo-

“dations shail consist of separate and noncommuni-
cating rooms for the white and colored races.”

Steamships have, of course, long disappeared
and there aren’t even any lobbyists around for the
steamship interests. But the assembly is having to
repeal many old laws like the one on steamships to
bring the state’s constitution up to date.

While getting rid of deadwood, the legislators
have adopted resolutions paying tribute to the Maid
of Cotfon and Miss U.S.A. (the latter described as
“possessing superh beauty, exceptional talent and a
warm, exciting personality”’) and ones setting up
various commissions. One of the commissions
would study the feasibility of placing microphones

on each member’s desk.

The Pages Are Being Paged

- Things have gotten so dull that one reporter
even took it on himself to ask the assembly pages
whom they thought the next governor would be.

The choice: Lt. Goy. J. Sargeant Reynolds. Sec-
ond was Del. John Warren Cooke, speaker of the

House.

Howell got one vote and that came from Jimmy
Butler, son of Del. Butler. One of the strongest for
\Reynolds was Sallie McCutcheon, whose father
works for the Reynolds Metals Co.

‘“He’s the best man,”” she said.

Jimm_y took another view of choice saying:
“You're just saying Reynolds because your daddy

wants to keep his job.”

| Airport Runway
- Needs New Repair

City Engineer Sam McGhee
said today that plans for an
overlay on a portion of a
cracking runway at Woodrum
Airport will be sent to the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) within a week.

He said he expects the FAA
to approve the application for
funds and the design because
the agency proposed the proj-
ect and has seen the prelimi-
nary plans.

If all goes well, he said,
construction can begin in the
spring.

The project is designed to
strengthen the landing area
for the instrument landing sys-
tem to handle loads of up to
132,000 pounds. This is the
southern end of the runway
that lies generally north and
south.

The landing area currently
can handle weights of up to
nly 65,000 pounds. Heavier
blanes land there daily.

{ The opposite end of the

ne runway can hold

eights up to 120,000 pounds.
cGhee said the middle of the
gnway has rated strengths of

v

45,000 and 65,000 pounds, al-

though these ratings are not
so critical since landing im-
pact does not take place
there.

The balance of the runway
will have to he brought up to
full strength in later projects,
McGhee said.

The landing areas at each
end of the east-west runway
have capacities up to 170,000
pounds with various strengths
along its length. That runway
will become the main one at
the airport in the future. Tt is
already the longest and there
are plans for a new instru-
ment landing system at the
west end. \

The landing area to be ov-
erlaid broke up extensively
during the winter of 1969-70
and was temporarily patched.

Airport Manager Marshall
Harris said the runway is ex-
periencing some cracking this
winter because of rapid freez-
ing and thawing while taking
heavy landings,

But he said the pavement is
not actually breaking up as it
did last year, a situation that
led to restrictions on landings.

.

Associated Press
Gov. Holton and Agnew exchange small talk after vice president
arrived for talk to state Republicans in Richmond

Va.GOP Says Dinner

Was Financial Success

By OZZIE OSBORNE
World-News Political Writer
RICHMOND — Virginia Re-

publicans have held what
their party chairman said is
the most successful fund-rais-
ing dinner ever in the state.

“T hope if will make people
forget last fall's Senate race,” |

said Warren French Jr. Ray
Garland, the GOP candidate,

was soundly hbeaten in that
one. ,

French estimated that
$35,000 to 40,000 will be
cleared from the ‘dinner last
night at which Vice President
Spiro T. Agnew spoke.

Nearly 800 attended the din-
ner at the John Marshall Ho-
tel, several hundred more

Flu Seems Abating

In Roanoke Area

By JACK CHAMBERLAIN
W-N Education Writer

The flu virus that has
caused thousands of tempera-
tures to soar and throats to
sore seems to be leveling off,
Roanoke City and Roanoke
County school officials said

- today.

City and county schools,
which total about 41,300 stu-
dents, reported that about 18
per cent were absent yester-
day and today, for a total of
about 7,435 pupils out of
school.

School officials said there is
little likelihood of schools

" being closed because of the

flu, as has happened in two
other school systems ‘in the
state—Richmond County and
Frederickshurg.

Roanoke City schools will
be open Saturday, in fact, to

. make up for a day lost to

snow and ice a few weeks
ago.

Officials of city and county
schools said they are keeping
a closer-than-usual check on
attendance figures this week
because of the high absentee
rates caused by a flu virus
called Type B, milder than
the Asian or Hong Kong flu. *

Normal absenteeism for the
city is at a rate of about sev-
en per cent and for the county
is about three to five per
cent, officials said.

Based on reports from 19 of
35 'schools, over-all absences
in Roanoke City today were
about the same as yesterday—
about 3.500 of 19,500 enrolled.

Mrs. Virginia Kirkwood, di-
rector of pupil personnel ser-
vices, said that absenteeism
in junior and senior highs
seems to be down about one

per cent while elementary ab-
sences are up ahout one per
cent,

In Roanoke County, about
18 per cent of 21,800 pupils—
or 4,225—were absent today,
about the same as yesterday,
according fo Con Davis, assis-
tant superintendent for. ad-
ministration. This estimate is
based on early reports from
20 of 36 schools
~Altheugh the cily noted
higher . absences in the south-
west area, no similar pattern
was established in the county,
Davis said.

“We feel like it’s about
reached its peak and is going
to level off,”” Davis said of the
absentee rate.

The flu apparently is play-
ing havoc with the school sys-
tems’ average daily atten-
dance (ADA), which is the
basis for state financial aid to
localities.

Roanoke City, for instance,
gets $1.08 per day for ‘each
child in school. Figures for
Roanoke County were not
available today because
Bayes Wilson, business man-
ager, was home sick—presum-
ably, the flu.

Since this week’s absentee-
ism has been about 11 per
cent above the normal 7 per
cent in the city and about 14
per cent over the normal 3 or
4 per cent in the county, the
flu is costing the schools mon-
ey,

Based on the city ADA fig-
ure of $1.08, the increased ab-
'sences caused by the flu has
cost the city about $2,300 a

day in“state funds and has

cost the county about $3,700 a
day in state funds for the past
two or three days.

than were at a dinner here
last October when Agnew
spoke.

The charge was $100 a plate
for a person who came alone.
Spouses could attend for an
additional $50.

For that, the dinner guests
got a rather elaborate meal,
including roast beef and
baked alaska.

In deference to Agnew, wine
from his home state of Mary-
land was served and the min-
ister who gave the blessing
was, like Agnew, a Greek.'

French said that although
the crowd was far larger than
expected, expenses would cut
deeply into the total amount
of money taken in. Profits
will go to the Republican par-
ty of Virginia, which has a
budget of $89,000 for this
year.

The Republican National
Committee will take 10 per
cent of the gross from the
dinner. Other expenses includ-
ed the cost of getting the vice
president here, sending out in-
vitations, elaborate place set-
tings and the-meal.

——[Free meals, were served to
a large number, including the
press and Secret Service.

There were an estimated 50
members of the press. They
got not only their meals free,
but also attended a cocktail
party before dinner as guests
of the Republicans..

While the Republicans and
their 'guests were eating at
the John Marshall, a group of
college students held a $l-a-
plate affair next door at Sho-
ney’s. About 200, mostly Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity students, attended. The
dinner cost 80 cents and the
other 20 will be contributed to
three local organizations.

The youths were heavy on
hair with many of the males
sporting not only long hair
but beards.

They arrived early and
some served hot cornbread on
the sidewalk in front of Sho-
ney’s while waiting to get in-
side.

Agnew did not see the
youths, nor did he see some
members of a wélfare organi-
zation -who carried signs pro-
testing the $100-a-plate dinner
when, according to them,
some 'people get by ‘on 17
cents a day.

The youths invited Agnew
by telegram to speak briefly
to them but he did not reply.

Agnew Speaks
Mildly In Talk
To Republicans

By JOHN F. DAFFRON

RICHMOND. (AP)—
Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new came to Virginia Repub-
licans’ Lincoln Day fund rais-
ing dinner as a restrained
salesman of President Nixon’s
program for a New Federal-
ism.

The 700 or more diners: at
the $100-a-plate dinner
Wednesday heard none of the

_slashing Agnew  phrases they

heard two years ago when he
was here campaigning for Re-
publican- Gov. Linwood Hol-
ton. ;

Except for a few jibes at
the high proliferation of feder-
al grant-in-aid programs un-
der Democratic administra-
tions in the 1960s, the vice
president’s talk sounded al-
most non-partisan.

He kidded him s elf more
about his recent California
golf exploits than he sought to
needle the Democrats, whose
aid he said would be needed
fo start the New Federalism
program by enacting the con-
cept of direct revenue shar-
ing. -

Holton, the first GOP gover--
nor of Virginia in a century,
introduced Agnew who was
here in the same setting two
years ago campaigning for
the successful candidate for
governor, He called Agnew a
close friend and a member of
the “great national team in
Washington.”

Holton set the stage for Ag-
new’s one significant depar-
ture from his prepared speech
when he said the Republican
party was the party of the
open door—open to people of
all races and all parties.

Agnew said his idea of an
open door policy was one that
welcomed persons: from any
race or strata of society. But
he suggested they should
“wipe their feet first—and
don’t abuse our furniture or
institutions.” Nor, said Ag-
new, did he think the new-
comers should “try to revamp
us immediately.”

Next door to the hotel
where the dinner was held,
about 200 college students-and
other young people lined up in
the chill to attend a $1 a plate
barbecue and hamburger sup-
per. Agnew was invited to the
affair, staged partly as a gag
and partly as a protest to the
Republican opulence. He
didn’t attend, however.

Four of Virginia’s six Re-
publican congressmen and
most of the 31 Republican mi-
norily in the 140-member Vir-
ginia legislature were among
those who ate prime ribs of
beef, drank red wine and ate
baked Alaska for dessert.

After the dinner, Agnew left
with a cordon of Secret Ser-
vice agents for the airport

Secret Service
Halts Wrong Boy
RICHMOND — Secret Ser-

vice men were so diligent last
night in protecting Vice Presi-

dent Spiro T. Agnew, who

spoke at a Republican ' fund-
raising dinner here, that at
one point they furned away a’
boy who wanted to get to the
speaker’s table to get the vice
president’s autograph.

The boy was Woody Holton,
son of Gov. Linwood  Holton,
Virginia’s No. 1 Republican.

As the Roanoke Valley temnerature so

“the second straight day,
Heights Elementary

3

Too Hot for

ared info the 60s for

fourth graders at tpe virginia
School used a railing as a conyenient

Coats Today

place to pile their coats when it got too hot lo wear them
as they played in the sun,

Photo by Betty Masters

é

and the return flight to Wash-

ington.

Agnew told the diners the
President’s program sought
nothing less than to restore a
balance of partnership in the
federal system.

“This balance has tilted

_ dangerously to the side of the
“national government in recent

years,” he said. “It is the
.opinion of many that the very
survival ‘of state and Ilocal
governments as effective
units in the system may be at

. stake in how we respond to

the challenge.”

Agnew said a first step was
the President’s revenue shar-
ing recommendations—$5 bil-
lion for a starter to be re-
turned to the states and local-
}ties to. use as they best saw
it.

He predicted success for the
program in spite of tough con-
gressional opposition,

“I assure you that the death
notices—or perhpas they’re
death wishes—that you read
and hear about almost daily
are exceedingly | premature,”
he said.

Agnew laid the greatest
proliferation of the grants-in
aid programs on the doorsteps
of the Democratic Kennedy

and Johnson administrations.
During the .960s, he said, the
programs grew from 44 at an
annual cost of $6 billion o 430

‘at an annual cost of $27 bil-

lion,

Beyond this allusion, Agnew
played down ‘the partisan is-
sues. He said aid of the Dem-
ocrats would be essential in
reversing the flow of govern-
mental authority hack to the
states. :

-Agnew said the glut of fed-

eral ‘aid programs had been
brought on partly because, in
times past, state and local
governments were unrespon-

sive to urgent needs, especial- -

ly among minority groups.
-But the programs instituted,
he said, were largely ineffec-
tual and brought about the
bypassing of the states and
even the local governments.

Now, he said, the situation
no longer exists and reappor-
tionment of legislatures along
population Iines,  more interest
by states in urban affairs,
plus efforts by mayors and
city councils reflect the
change. '

They are unable to do the
job alone, he said, because of
the finanecial crunch in which
they find themselves.

The Morld-New
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Hollins Group

Students Urging

Limiting Families

By FRANK HANCOCK
W-N Environment Writer
A group of Hollins College
students, the epitome of well-
educated feminity that would
be expected to produce a

brood -of “brillant children.is.-

preaching the doctrine of re-
straint.

It’s not that they don’t want
children and a normal family
Tlife, but that they believe peo-
ple on this planet should limit
themselves to one or two off-
spring.

“Otherwise, we are going to
runourselves out of this
world,” one said. Toika

It all started through a pro-
gram conducted by Dr.
Charles Morlang Jr., asso-
ciate professor of biology.

Through Dr. Morlang’s
courses, they developed a de-
gree of expertise in the
alarming rate of population
growth, pollution and related
effects on social and economic
factors.

The . girls started out the
first of the year, visiting
schools that invited them.

Since then, Dr. Morlang,
said, the group of 12 girls has
visited 24 schools and lectured
to about 7,800 students.

It took them about 271
hoursi to complete the task.

Now that the. girls have
completed the college courses
and received their credits,
they have not given up the
battle.

They will continu e their
program during the next se-
mester, speaking to church,
civic and youth groups such
as 4H Clubs and YWCA
groups.

The girls are not to be con-
sidered part of the ‘‘women’s
lib”’ movement.

They just feel that if popu-
lation growth and overcrowd-
ing continue, man is going to
pollute himself out of exis-
tence.

This ts another in « serics
of environment-related ar-
ticles that have appeared in
The World-News over the
past several months. They
complement the articles by

T IO = ASSboid ted  Prosyemsesy

environment writer, who
says today on page 17 that
underground heat may be
harnessed as a future power
‘source:

As Dr. Morlang put if,
“they are dedicated and sin-
cerely interested.” He said
the girls have done most of
the work in preparing their
programs, ' -

They have slides, lots of in-

- formation and even throw:in

a little music to get across
their message.

When they’return fo their
widely scattered homes at the
end of the school term, they
plan hometown presentations
to clubs or anyone who will
listen to them.

Two are scheduled to ap-

pear on television programs.

Their main purpose is o es-

tablish a rapport with, and
stimulate the thinking of,
youngsters with enough years
ahead of them to influence
changes in the environment.
Most of the girls are fresh-
men, so the chances are good
they will be heard from in the
Roanoke area in future years.
Among the budding environ-
mentalists. at Hollins College
hepped on the theory that the

world. will ‘pollute itself fo.

death if population growth is
not curbed are Diane Erick-

son, Virgin Islands; Beverly -

Weinrich, Greensboro, N:C.;
Susan Whitefield, Durham,
N.C.; Kathy . Hobler, Kenil-
worth, Ind.; Beth Hollins,
Lake Charles, La.; Betsy
Greig, Denison, Tex.; Patricia
Rawls, Franklin; and Karen
Green; Bridgeport, W. Va. ¢

What’s Happening
Around The Valley

TODAY
POETRY READING—Dabney Stuart of Washington and
Lee, at Roanoke College’s Bittle Hall, §:15 p.m.

HOCKEY—Charlotte-Rebels, Salem-Roanoke Valle‘:jr Civic

Center, 7:45 p.m.

TOMORROW _
PIANO RECITAL — MarthaAnne Verbit, Hollins College

Little Theater, 8:15 p.m.

FILM SERIES — ‘Civilisation,”” Roanoke Memorial Re-

hab Center, 8 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL — Lord Botetourt at
Northside, 8 p.m.; Carver Fieldale at Addison, 8 p.m.; Cave
Spring at Patrick Henry, 8 p.m.; Fleming at Jefferson, 8
p.m.; Glenvar at William Byrd, 8 p.m.

EXHIBITION — Lipizzan Stallions, Salem-Roanoke Val-

ley Civic Center, 4:30 & 8 p.m.
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Shelley Rolfe’s

By The Way

The General Assembly has, as the saying goes, folded its
tents. But the memories, like the sly hints of court suits to
come, linger on. The message board of a-downtown motel
proclaims: “Good bye, General Assembly . . . we will miss
you,”

One who was a spectator to it discovers his notebook so
crammed with goodies that the mind is staggered. Notes of
impassioned oratory, money appropriated and districts re-
apportioned. There also is a cryptic note that reads: be in-
dignant.

The note is like the clang of a bell to a fire horse. In-
dignation is stoked to a proper fiery pitch. What it is all
about are remarks made early in the session by the Hon. M.
Caldwell Butler, the distinguished minority leader of the
House and a man whose good humor most times droppeth
gently like the rain from heaven.

This was at a time when Gov. Linwood Holton and Sen.
William B. Hopkins seemed to be at each other’s throats
daily over the momentous question of the condition of the

State Surplus. One day the ball was in Holton’s court; the

lg‘g,}xg in Hopkins’. Volleys, at times, were sustained and beau-
iful.

There was stern drama and competition here and one
had a duty to report it as he saw it. . . And one day Butler
approaghed a group of reporters to remonstrate. ‘“You guys
are writing this like it was a sporting event,” he said. “It is
not a game.”

IF THAT was meant as a thought for fhe day by Butler,

what it did for one of the guys was set him to brooding. He -

recalled certain cliches. Like the great -‘game of politics.
Certain conflicts were clearly: built inso the legislative pro-
cess. I made up my mind to visit with Butler to point out,
with my usual clear logic, the error of his position.

; “I want the record to show that I said what I did with
bitterness,” Butler said. The record will so show.

I made v_vhat I consider telling points for the defense.
When Rgpubhcan had at Democrat, was not Butler reminded
of conflict bgtween the Baltimore Colts and Los Angeles
Ram_s? Certainly, Mr. Butler realized that the national leader
of his party frlequ_ently referred to game plans. Undeniably
there were opposing sides in the General Assembly. One
could almost keep a scorecard.

“R(_aporti.ng what's happening here like it was a game
magmfles differences. . . We are not involved in a crisis
situation,”” Butler said.

“The last ~thing a politician wants to do is show his teeth.
= ?}1}0 one here is using his elbows. Everybody is trying to go
In the same direction. Ahead. Actually the legislati\}e r'OCESs
is deadly dull. Dull as hell.” -

' Ah . . . another thought for the day. I scored my meeting
with Butler as, at best, a draw.

AS IT HAPPENS, several days after the meeting I en-
countered an old friend, a retired gentleman who is a
frequent spectator at local sporting and legislative events.

It was a day in which there had been stirring debate and
conflict in the Senate and my friend reported he had been
kept on the edge of his seat. Why, yes, he said, a bit sur-
prised the question would have to be asked, he found great
similarity between what he saw at the Capitol and what he
saw at, say, Parker Field.

‘A good speaker down here has a lot in common with a
good athlete . . . I mean they both have class that sticks
out . . . The ability to come through when the chips<are
down, when there are men on base,”” my friend said.

He had, in fact, been making up an all-star legislative
team, one made up of speakers who delivered their version of
the revealed truth with the stentorian authority of a .350
1.1i=tter. Lately, my friend said, he had been thinking of mov-
ing Sen. Hunter B. Andrews of Hampton to the top of his
form sheet. . . It may interest Mr. Butler to learn he has
made the team.

I HAD BEEN looking forward to another meeting with
Butlex." to confront him with my friend’s views. I would not, I
promised myself, gloat. But neither events nor time made a
meeting possible. .

And, so, there everyone was. .. Approaching the final
whistle. . . Oops, sorry Mr. Butler .. . the end of the session.

Now , it was last Friday . . . and with adjournment in
sight a crisis blew up suddenly in the Senate over the elec-
tions law bill. There apparently was some confusion and divi-
sion among Senate Republicans, and Butler was mingling
among them, attempting to lend his good offices.

At that moment, Holton was at Dultes Airport, waiting to

. board a plane that would take him to Oklahoma City where
he was scheduled to speak the next day. Holton apparently
was waiting in a phone booth . . . and at a moment when the
Senate crisis seemed to be deepening, Butler disengaged
himself from his good offices mission to report to Holton.

When the call was completed, reporters crowded in on
Butler. Would the governor, if necessary, abandon his Okla-
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A Conversation

Caldwell Butler, minority
Delegates, tends to be a
pack at you as fast as a

Conversation with M.
leader in the HouscAof‘ |
volley with a return zinging

uestion is put. ‘
. When did Butler know he wanted to be 2 1
yer?

t“From birth 1 guess. All e
v's side of the family were lawyets. '
¥ bButler completed Roanoke’s publ.lc scboolsf, \t]hre‘
University of Richmond, and the U}11\7e1‘sxt§’ of Vi

inia Law School. : =
- n‘;ladn't he and Majority Leader J ames ;)Thomson
of Alexandria been classmates at Vlrgl}na. -
«We were, the Class of 1950. T don’t reme\_wtwlbel
him distinguihsing himself”” — _and ‘then, with a
augh, ‘‘or me either!” = :
hué};"he party leaders offer an mtgrestmg contr afstt
Thomson, stocky and balding, moves va{k—
ly and talks rapidly and softly. T\Vl1e11 he 1s 3\&}21 t(—)
i'ncr‘the floor of the House, going immkqu: .
d(;k the effect is of an intricate, fast-clicking .
61{ a7 pool table — and the ball .that drops mt ne
pocket frequently wasn't even noticed at the shot.

aw-

1 the men on My moth-

in style.

Replies Can Be Barbed
PButler is tall, gangling, ancl‘ta}ks \_vith_a ?uh?t
of Southwest Virginia draw&. H1;1<;ﬁ1(1)%sle 11;3“t 1
obate, tend to be as barbed as his S
glbi}?;ll\tty satiric look that he turns On the world 15
ﬁi&:cted at himself as wen.. :
When did he enter pohtlcs. o
<1y 1958 1 ran for city counl)cxl,
What prompted him to run:

ing analysis of the
“My own modest, unassuming y

needs of the city.”

"he outcome? ;
r‘l‘}liost by 14 votes, which was fortunate. T don’t

' i i neil.”
cliev ould have stood it on city council. ’
beh?l}l?elr?ext year he managed thepczfa;npaxgn of
& 1Cé -esentative Richard Poir. =
\ep\‘l“ﬁm;z)lu%?};(ll somebody interested in politics,
/ ork him to death.” ;
i 1\1\101136511;2: was city chairman and headed the
- on presidential campaigh. S i
1\\};(?%1“})61 ilad money, volunteers, and a .hne (?,:.11)(11116
date. We organized the city wel} an;(’i built a strong
: ican party in that campaign. :
Replllﬁhlc%l I%uter won a seat in the I{ouﬁe, ax}’d;rgz
said, “We've been getting stronger ever bmcRe. i
slar,t was nearly at the hottom \‘;vxth five Rep
rraved against 95 Democra s.‘ .
cans“zl\tlwzls aw?ul. The party was tl.eated s%me:zlbnge
But I learned @ lot. I had plenty of hmle tgnl fnvself.
bills and study the process. I had to ‘1e§1n L
That taught me a lesson. Thereafter W 11 L
lican freshman came 'mto.the General b'hat \{’é
we made a real effort to involve him in W
were trying to do.” o
. At the end of the 196_9 seb§
retire and spend more time W
his law practice.

ion, Butler wished to
ith his four sons and

A Bit of Pressure

“pBut a number of people seemed to think tgflg—,
would show a lack of -confidence 1‘11t;11y}%§‘\lvscp Rc
: i cor covernor. And the
~or'a candidacy for governor. et : :
‘liialsican’s let it be known, It a 1}10: wax;eth\z\ay'ére
}would pe washing out on them just as

3 3
~oinning to arrive. : S e
bcglﬁ;owbthe House Republicans regard hmg_ as }tﬂhocff
. i L
strongest candidate to succeed_Repl es_cntaHx(:\s doe;
w'bo ?s in line for a federal judgeship.

' i lysis?
Butler view that anaty o
«plattering and premature. b
\&Sﬁe didghe get his flair for qu}ck 1eto1?sn? -
«1 got it from My mother. That's all I ca :
S il

is knew her.” -
- \Klglogr?uin Wytheville, schooled at Mary Blzlakl)(llzllln
College and Pratt Institute, she worked ;2 e?noke T
an and was the first chairman of the &

brary Board.

“She was bright and enco : ‘ o
little Sbit and she was interested 1n %gbéxcsife a; -
My grandmother was even }1101‘@ active. e
Repubhcan national COlnmlltlz(fW()crcl)lxi?{wanded e
father, Gen. James A. Walker, e

1 3 3 “ o e
Stonewall Brigade in the Civil War and becam

congressman from tlh_e Fi{gfh:lﬁnlgib?)tlg.l o
‘ - see himsell & oral,
Does Butler see hil

conservative? :

homa expedition and return to Richmond to lead everyone
out of the wilderness? Butler led with a ‘“‘no comment’’ right
and then feinted with a left. ‘““The ball,”” he announced,” is on
the 50-yard line.”

uraged us fo think a

Label Me 'Responsible’

~ s ~ \
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The Party Floor Leaders

DEMOCRATS THOMSON

For an estimate of Majority

Leader James M. Thomson of Al-
exandria one calls upon Minority
Leader M. Caldwell Butler of Roa-
noke, who says that Mr. Thomson
comes close to being the ablest
technician in the State House. “I
watch him like a hawk,” said Mr.
Butler.

Mr. Thomson keeps bills moving, said
Mr. Butler, “and he must spend two-thirds
of his time on the job, even when the
House of Delegates is not in session.

“His political philosophy is a good deal
more  conservative
than that of much of
his party, but, to his
credit, that doesn’t
handicap his respon- .
sibility as a floor
leader. I do think
he’s guiding the Dem-
ocrats in a direc-
tion that many of
them may not be able
to explain in many in-
stances. His opposing
the cigarette tax in .
the 1970 General Assembly, for instance,
placed them in-an embarrassing position
this year when the localities needed State
aid.” j

Mr. Thomson’s conservatism stems from
his birthplace, New Orleans, and from his
father and uncle, who together published
the New Orleans Item. When his father
died in 1938, his mother moved to Winches-
ter with three sons and a daughter, (Mr.
Thomson’s sister, Gretchen, would marry
Harry Byrd Jr.) In 1940, his uncle, for
whom he’ was named, sold the newspaper
and moved to Berryville, near his kin,

“He was as close to me as anyone. My
uncle, a great chess player, taught me,
and we spent a great deal of time playing
the game and talking. He was interested
in politics and a persistent supporter of
conservative causes.

“He was, as a matter of fact, a good
deal more conservative than I. I'd have
been considered right liberal in his eyes.”

A graduate of the Virginia Military In-
stitute, Mr. Thomson was in the Marine
Corps during World ‘War II. Then he
worked for his law degree during regular
sessions at the University of Virginia and
studied during summers for a master’s

Friddell

degree in history ‘at the University of

North Carolina. One day he hopes to finish
a thesis on George Mason, author of the
Virginia Bill of Rights. :

He had been practicing law in Alexandria
three years when liberal Delegate Arm-
istead Boothe went to the State Senate and
left a vacant seat in the House.

“I started scratching around, hoping I
might get by without a contest, but word
got back to the liberal faction that Harry
Byrd Jr.s brother-in-law was thinking
about running. A campaign got underway
to run somebody, on the theory that I
wouldn’t.”

The liberal’s entry was Edward D. Gas*
son, Judge' Albert Bryan’s brother-in-law,
“a grand person,” said Mr. Thomson. ‘I
won by carrying the newer section where
neither of us was known. He took the older
neighborhoods. Now it’s changed and that’s
my territory.

“Alexandria’s political complexion de-
pends on the type of vote that turns out.
The group I work with numbers about
4,500. Once the ‘total vote gets above 10,000,
it’s in my favor. The activists in the Dem-
ocratic Party are liberals and they run
the party, but they don’t win elections
when big turnouts draw large numbers of
Federal employes. The average Federal
employe is more conservative than he’s
given credit for being.”

In the 1969 Gubernatorial race between
Democrat William Battle and Republican
Linwood Holton, the Alexandria turnout
was heavy for Mr. Holton because the
voters thought he was the more conserva-
tive of the two. ‘“He wasn't,” said Mr.
Thomson.

“Mr. Holton,” he added, “has not brought
any great innovation to Virginia nor have
his budgets gone much beyond that of his
Democratic predecessor, Mills Godwin.

“He makes a very glamorous candidate.
He has charisma, But his record has to he
judged by what he has done beyond what
Mr. Godwin did, and I don’t think that’s
been ‘very much. He will make or break
himself in the 1972 State Budget.”

His own major contribution, said Mr.
Thomson, was in his two terms as Chair-
man of the Virginia Code Commission —
“a time-consuming, thankless, and yet
vital job.” As Chairman of the Privileges
and Elections Committee he has directed
the overhauling of the election laws, in-

\ Delegate Thomson

cluding the adoption of stringent provi-
sions for disclosures of a candidate’s cam-
paign finances before and after elections.

He and his wife have two daughters, 12
and 16. His wife, he said, smiling, tends to
be more conservative than he.

Is he less conservative than when he
came to the House in 1956? o

“I don’t think there’s any question but
what I am. I couldn’t retain rigidly held
beliefs and go on as party leader. Long
service in the General Assembly makes
you accept people. You may not accept
their ideas, but.you accept them, and to
distinguish between the two can’ be dif-
ficult. You have respect for a person, and
it’s hard to treat his ideas callously.”

He deplores what he sees as a tendency
among urban areas to trade and vote in a
bloc on close questions.

“When large blocs begin swapping
votes, you're not getting ‘consideration of
a bill on its merits. If Northern Virginia,
Richmond, and Tidewater establish an al-
legiance, they will have more than 51
votes and won’t have to talk to anybody
else in the General Assembly. It scares
me when a vote on one question is deter-
mined by another issue in which it has no
relation.”

What does the Majority Leader do for
relaxation?

He spread his hands as if to encompass
the House chamber, corridors, and Capitol
Square. “It might sound crazy,” he said,
“but what I enjoy most is what I do down:
here.” i

'BUTLER OF THE REPUBLICANS

Conversation with M. Caldwell
Butler, Minority Leader in the
House of Delegates, tends to be a
volley with a return zinging back
at you as fast as a question is put.

When did Mr. Butler know he wanted to
be a lawyer? ‘

“From birth, I guess. All the men on my
mother’s side of the family were lawyers.”

Mr. Butler completed Roanoke’s public
schools; the University of Richmond, and
the University of Virginia Law School.

Hadn’t he and Majority Leader James
Thomson of Alexandria been classmates at
Virginia?

“We were the Class of 1950, I don’t re-
member him ‘distinguishing himself’’—and
then, with a laugh, “Or me either!”

The party leaders offer an interesting con-
trast in style. Mr. Thomson, stocky and
balding, moves swiftly and talks rapidly and
softly. When he is working the floor of the
House, going from desk to desk, the effect is
of an intricate, fast-clicking shot on a pool
table—and the ball that drops in the pocket
frequently wasn’t even noticed at the shot.

Mr. Butler is tall, gangling, and talks with
a touch of Southwest Virginia drawl. His re-
plies, in a hot debate, tend to be as barbed
as his profile. But the slightly satiric look
that he turns on the world is directed at
himself as well.

When did he enter politics?

“In 1958 I ran for City Council.”

What prompted him to run?

“My own modest, unassuming analysis of
the needs of the city.”

The outcome?

“I lost by 14 votes, which wds fortunate. I
don’t believe I could have stood it on City
Council.”

The next year he managed the campaign
of Republican Representative Richard Poff.

“If you find somebody interested in poli-
tics, you work him to death.”

In 1960 he was City Chairman and'headed
the Nixon Presidential campaign.

“We had money, volunteers, and a fine
candidate. We organized the city well and
bu.ilt a strong Republican Party in that cam-
paign.” .

In 1961 Mr. Butler won a seat in the
House, and, he said, “we’ve been getting
stronger ever since.” The start was nearly
at t}_1e bottom with five Republicans arrayed
against 95 Democrats.

Delegate Butler

“It was awful. The party was treated
shabbily. But I'learned a lot. I had plenty of
time to read the bills and study the process.
I had to learn myself. That taught me a les-
son. Thereafter when a Republican fresh-
man came into the General Assembly, we
made a real effort to involve him in what we
were trying to do.”

At the end of the 1969 session, Mr. Butler
wished to retire and spend more time with
his four sons and his law practice.

“But' a number of people seemed to think
that would show a lack of confidence in my
law partner’s candidacy for Governor, And
the House Republicans let it be known, in a
nice way, that I would be washing out on
them just as we were beginning to'arrive.”

Now the House Republicans regard him as
their strongest candidate to succeed Repre-
sentative Poff, who is in line for a Federal
judgeship. How does Mr. Butler view that
analysis?

“Flattering and premature.”

Where did he get his flair for quick re-
sponses?

“I got it from my mother. That’s all T can
say. I'wish you knew her.” '

Born in Wytheville, schooled at Mary
Baldwin College and Pratt Institute, she
worked as a librarian and was the first
chairman of the  inoke Library Board.

““She was bright and encouraged us to
think a little bit and she was interested in
public affairs. My grandmother was even
more active. She was Republican National
Committeewoman, and her father, General
James A. Walker, commanded the Stone-
wall Brigade in the Civil War and became
the Congressman from the Fighting Ninth.”

Does Mr. Butler: see himself as liberal,
moderate, or conservative?

“Oh, gosh, I hate those labels. Without
being corny, I'd like to use the word ‘respon-
sible.” I'm pretty conservative in approach,.

. I'll say that. I've got to be shown. But once

I'm convinced a problem exists, I think
we've got to solvé it, so I guess that makes
me a moderate, overall.”

How does he stay in shape?

“Shoot pool and play basketball in the
driveway with the boys and try to play ten-
nis once or twice a week.”

What shape is the party in?

“Basically, pretty good. Certainly we've
got a lot of people around willing to call
themselves Republicans. The campaign this
fall will show Virginia has had good govern-
ment two years, we should have a stronger
organization, and with six Congressmen and
one Governor, we should be able to attract
good candidates for the General Assembly.”
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'Effort' to Dump Del. Butler Discounted

Rumors and a Roanoke tele-
vision station to the contrary,
there is no serious effort afoot
to dump Del. M. Caldwell But-
ler of Roanoke as the House
minority leader.

The House Republicans met
in caucus here today and three
of them later told reporters
that the subject of dropping
Butler from his post wasn’t
even brought up.

. "‘Butler is one of the Historic
figures of the modern Re-
vublican party in Virginia;
there is no. man in the Re-
publican delegation capable of
filling even one of his shoes,”
said Del. Ray L. Garland, a
GOP colleague from Roanoke.

Another Republican, who
asked that he not be quoted by

48 Richmond News Leader, Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1971

some discussion in the GOP de-
legation as to whether Butler’s
close association with Re-
publican Gov. Holton meant

that he might not be able to re-
present the delegation objec-
tively to the Governor when the
24 House Republicans differed
with Holton.

He said that matter was dis-
cussed with Butler and the de-
legation was now certain that
its views could be transmitted
objectively from Butler to Hol-
ton.

The Associated Press re-
ported today from Roanoke
that a television station there
said a movement was under

minority leadership post and
replace him with Del. Stand-
ford E. Parris of Falls Church.

What little anti-Butler senti-
ment that developed apparent-
ly eveloped among northern
Virginia Republicans.

As for today’s caucus results,
one of the attending Re-
publicans said the major sub-
ject discussed was the stand
which GOP members of the
House would take on the re-
apportionment bill scheduled
for floor action later in the day.

At a caucus of Republicans
late yesterday, a White House
aide estimated that Virginia's
share of new grants in the
Nixon administration’'s re-

venue-sharing program would
be $104.5 million for the fiscal
year beginning next July 1.

The projection came from
Raymond Waldman, who
played a role in framing the
President’s revenue-sharing
plan. He said the money, if the
Nixon proposal is approved by
Congress, would go directly to
the governor’s office.

He said the Virginia share
would come from a total pro-
posed new appropriation of $5
billion. Legislation authorizing

the appropriation -was in-
troduced yesterday in Con-
gress.

The Nixon administration has
proposed also two appropria-
tions totalling $11 billion that
would be distributed to states
and localities.

M. CALDWELL BUTLER
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Odd Names

For Dames
By CHARLES HOUSTON

No matter how much you may differ on policies, there
is no gainsaying that Virginia’s legislators, to the extent of
99.44 per cent at least, are talented and agreeable people.

They may from time to time for effect flame and flare
at one another, but most of them, most of the time are good
company, and, generally,
good story tellers. Nearly
all (except perhaps some
of the newer Northern Vir-
ginians) still have one foot
back on some old planta-
tion—or wish they had.

In short, they are fine
peonle—and they know how
to relax with wit and good
humor.

This is enough of an in-
troduction for a bit of verse
(more doggerel than poetry
perhaps) by Del. Tom Mec-
Namara, a Norfolk lawyer,
product of VMI and W&L,
a graduate in electrical en-
gineering who turned in-
stead to the law.

That he’s serious mind-
ed is illustrated by his
have-your-cake-and-eat-it-
too sales tax formula back
in 1968. It failed. It sounded OK, but too much like Per-
petual Motion for his comrades to understand it. And when
you don’t understand a thing, the tendency is to vote ‘“No.”

But this is something different. It is a localized com-
mentary on Women’s Lib, or something, as this man who
knows something of ohms and watts and resistances as well
as of torts and quips and quiddities, now turns his atten-
tion lightly to iambs and trochees and pentameters. With
tlﬁe subject, “The Names of the Dames,” he comes up with
this:

DEL. T. R. McNAMARA

There has been such great concern
O’er a constitutional turn

Toward accommodating treatment of the sexes,
That however one contrives

To read the list of members and their ‘wives

He or she admits that it perplexes.

We think ourselves a clan,

All but one of us a man,

Whose wives must necessarily be women,

But one who checks the list

Will defensively resist

The conclusion that his confidence is dimmin’.

Our members cannot claim
(If there’s anything in a name)
That we’re all on solid ground in our selections.
Indeed there do appear
At least to eye and ear
A number of most serious defections,

From Hopewell, if you please,

There’s a member we don’t tease

Since his manhood stood all tests in the Marines.
Yet this fighter full of starch

Lists his spouse’s name as Arch,

And leaves us all to ponder what this means.

In Portsmouth our friend Cleaves

Married Jerry (he believes),

And in Radford, Eddie was the choice of John.
Cn the shore, to our dismay,

George is living with E. A.,

And Josie is the mate of Earl Dunn.

We hesitate to tell
. That Richard Ryder married Mel,
Or that Randall makes his home with one named
Billie,
And if you think that’s bad, .
McNamara married Brad,
\ And Caldwell’s love for Junie does seem silly.

Yes, Frank has married Pat,

(We try not to think of that)

And Barry has his Terry; Glen his Chris.
And if that’s not too wackie,

Fergy Reid abides with Jackie

Just to show that marriage need not mix

The Senate, heaven mercy,

Finds Abe Brault aligned with Percy.

And more evidence of disregard for sex,

A Senator named Paul reclly looms above them all,
When it’s known that he has settled down with
Tex.

An air of mystery
Surrounds Junie and his Dee,

And maybe George and Ree, and others too,
But we’re home in our corral

Gaining comfort that DuVal

At least is married to a girl named Sue.
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Perhaps They Gave F light to a Boomeran

By George M. Kelley
Virginian-Pilot Richmond Bureau

RICHMOND.

THE POLITICAL BOOMERANG of
1971 may well be the so-called omnibus
elections bill that
recently stirred tur-
moil intheoth e r-
wise listlessex tra
session of the Gen-
eral Assembly. It
now is just a ques-
tion of whether the
state GOP has the
know-how for capi-
talizing on it in this
year'’s legislative
election.

The measure, re-
ferred to by some as
“a conglomerate,”
was cooked up by
ranking Democrat
members of the
House of Delegates
Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections.

Much of the work on the measure was
behind closed doors and some P&E
members were surprised when they fi-
nally were cut in on all the proposals.

A total of 39 bills pertaining to elec-
tions were introduced during the extra
session and the omnibus bill surfaced
during the waning days as the work of a
subcommittee. The idea was to put de-
sirable bills into a package that would
eliminate the likelihood of conflicting
requirements, Committee Chairman
James M. Thomson explained,

A Senate bill that had come to the
House was picked as the vehicle for the
undertaking, but somehow, and for unex-
plained reasons, things got into the om-
nibus measure that had never been pro-

posed in any of the hills pertaining to
elections.

KELLEY

A case in point was the appearance of
a section in the omnibus bill that would
require ‘‘slot voting’’ on candidates for
the House from multi-member districts.
It called for each candidate to file for a
specifically numbered seat in cities and
counties that have more than one House
seat, and for each seat to be voted on as
a separate contest.

“How did that get in here?” asked
GOP Minority Leader W. M. Caldwell
Butler when the full committee was
being briefed on the bill’s contents.

Thomson said only that it came into
being as a result of the thinking of the
subcommittee he had appointed.

Some Democrats on the committee

didn’t look very happy about slot voting

and when the bill got to the House floor
they turned onthecommitt e e and
helped knock it out of the package.

But the political bombshell proved to
be a provision in the omnibus bill that
would have the June primary moved to
September just for this year. The Sen-
ate bill which had become the omnibus
bill had called for no change in the reg-
ular primary schedule.

Thomson explained the change as nec-
essary because of redistricting of all
House and State Senate seats. A late
primary this year would give time for
the redistricting tobecom e effective
and avoid confusion as to the status of
new districts.

It sounded very good until Butler took
the floor to ask that the House be ad-
vised why conventions were not being
moved back to September in the omni-
bus bill.

The explanation was anything but en-
lightening.

There was talk of disrupting the regu-
lar election schedule as little as possi-
ble. There was talk of Democrats in
some localities nominating by conven-
tion as do the Republicans and that both

e Virginia Plitie

parties would be on the same conven-
tion schedule.

But none of it|sounded exactly con-
vincing.

Suddenly it was apparent that a party
line issue had come into being. In the
noisy exchange that followed a GOP ef.
fort to amend the omnibus bill to move
back the time for conventions there was
a polarization of the big Democrat ma-
jority in the House.

And suddenly it was clear that the
real strategy behind the idea probably
would never be explained officially.

It was clear from the sidelines that
moving the primary to September with-
out moving the conventions would have
put the Democrats in a position to know
long in advance who they would have to
face in the general election.

All the GOP cries for “fair play” and
for ‘“starting all horses at the same
time” fell on hard ground. (“They
would do it to us if the shne was on the
other foot,”’ one excited Democrat said
to a newsman). Only two Democrats
voted with the 23 House Republicans for
the ““fair play’”’ amendment.

It is now history that the Democrats
enjoyed only momentary victory, The
23 Republicans then .blocked an emer-
gency clause that was essential if the
omnibus bill was to become effective
in time for eliminating this year’s June
primary.

The Senate Democratic leadership fi-
nally stopped and negotiated a settle-

ment resulting in the September pri-
mary being dropped from the bill,

Most of the House Democrats, gener-
ally from areas where the GOP still is
not considered a threat, had never had
such an experience before.

While all the fair play factors were on
the side of the Republicans, some of the
Democrats said in the wake of the clash
that it had seemed essential for all the
Democrats to stick together.

But behind the scenes there were
hints that the aborted effort to move
back the primary without changing the
convention time was really tied to the
rejected proposal for slot voting on
seats in multi-member districts.

If the omnibus bill had prevailed as
proposed by the P&E Committee it
would have meant that Republicans in
multi-member districts would have had
to declare for specific seats by June 8,
thus giving the Democrats the advan-
tage of having a chance to look over the
candidate filed for each seat before de-
ciding which seat they would run for re-
spectively.

In some areas it could have had an
important bearing on which party would
win specific seats. ¢

How much political capital the GOP
can wring out of the, strange happening
will vary in different parts of the state.
But party members figure it was the
kind of happening that can serve only to
win some favorable feeling for an un-
derdog.

Caldwell Butler
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