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~ THE ROANOKE TIME

|

Partial Clearing

Rain in Morning
High Around 60

Full Weather Report on Page §

Roanoke, Virginia, Wednesday, November 8, 1972, WS 2 i

2 Sections—32 Pages

Vol. 172, No. 131. =

Nixon Scores Landslide

GOP Sweep
One of Biggest

The Returns
For President

61 Per Cent of Voting Units
VOTERS Pct. IEV

Nixon 30,003,342 62 508
McGovern 17,858,887 37 27
Schmitz 592,424 1 0

‘Scott Defeats Spong

- To Take Senate Seat

GOP Win
Is First

IEV: Indicated Electoral
- Vote (What candidate would
get if he won all states in
which he is leading.) Needed
to win: 270 electoral votes.

By WALTER R. MEARS
AP Political Writer

President Nixon swept to
towering re-election Tuesday
night, bur y i n g Democratic
challenger George McGovern
beneath one of history'’s
greatest landslides.

But it was the day of the
split ticket, and the voters
who gave Republican Nixon
his “four more years’” also
guaranteed he would confront
at least two more years of

The Congress
And Governors
At a Glance

Senate

Now Won Lead Holdovr Trend
Rep 45 12 4 26 42
Dem 55 15 1 41 57

No returns 1 races.

Needed for majority: 51.

Democratic control in Con- -
In Century Hilg
Indeed, with 10 races still in Now Won Lead Trend

By MELVILLE CARICO
Times Political Writer

William L. Scott, who held
President Nixon’s banner
high, was elected Tuesday to
the U.S. Senate—the first Re-
publican from Virginia in this

doubt, the Republicans were
actually losing seats in the
Senate they had hoped to take
over.

And GOP inroads in the
House were not approaching
the massive gains they need-
ed to take charge there.

Rep 179 135 39 174

Dem 256 203 25 228
No returns 33 races.
Needed for majority: 218

Governors
Now Won Lead Holdovr Trend

f 1 With 47 per cent of the na-
century—in a tidal wave of AL ) Rep 20 4 3 12 19
votes for the President that tion’s precincts counted, the peyy 30 8 3 20 31
jnundated U.S. Sen. William popular vote read this way: :

o e : B Sione Or. ‘@ inodecate . With 62 per cent of the na-

WILLIAM L. SCOTT Democrat. tion’s precincts counted, the Among the notahble GOP

Unseats U.S. Sen. Spong

M. CALDWELL BUTLER
Keeps 6th Seat for GOP

Butler Holds
Seat in 6th
For the GOP

By BEN BEAGLE
Times Staff Writer

M. Caldwell Butler, a Roa-
noke lawyer who was mineri-
ty leader in the House of Del-
egates when Republicans
were scarce in the General
Assembly, Tuesday held ‘on to
the 6th District seat which
has been in GOP hands for
two decades:

With 96 per cent of the pre-
cinets reporting early
Wednesday in the large con-
gressional district which
stretches from Roanoke to
Staunton,. Butler had 73,516
votes to Democrat Willis M.
Anderson’s 53,107 and Inde-
pendent Roy White’s 8,573.

/

At 11 p.m., Anderson fold
reporters, “It’s clear that Mr.
Butler has won the election
and I offer him my sincere
congratulations and wish him
every success.”

Earliér, White, who had run -

as a Democrat and lost two
‘years ago against former
GOP Rep. Richard H. Poff,
conceded that he had lost the
election. White was never in
the running.

Anderson simply did not put
it together in the crucial ar-
eas of the district.

He lost, as had been expect-
ed, heavily in the newly add-
ed  Staunton-Waynesboro-Au-

Spong conceded at midnight
in a statement dictated to his
staff in Richmond from his
home at Portsmouth. Hours
before staff memb er s who
had been with him since his
election six years ago could
see handwriting on the wall.

“It appears I have not been
re-elected,” Spong said in a
statment that congratulated
Scott on his victory and

thanked everyone who had .

had a hand in his campaign.

President Nixon, as expect-
ed, carried Virginia by an un-
precedented -majority and al-
though thousands who voted
for him split their ticket and:
voted for Spong too it was not
enough.

Democratic candidate
George McGovern tock the
worst licking in Virginia of
any presidential candidate in
modern times as Nixon led
all 10 congressional districts.
Just four years ago he lost
the Norfolk area 2nd to Hu-
bert Humphrey and the South-
side 4th and 5th to Gov.

George Wallace., At midnight

McGovern was a few hundred
votes ahead in four small
counties in the state.

The trend for Scott set in
with the first returns and at
-the outset they spelled trouble
for Spong who rejected Me-
Govern’s platform and politi-
cal philosophy a month after
the Miami Beach convention
but went to the polls Tuesday
still not saying for whom bhe
was going to vote for presi-
dent.

Scott, who was regarded as
a sacrificial lamb when he
was nominated by the state
Republican convention in Roa-
noke in June— nobody else
wanted the nomination—
claimed victory at 10:30 p.m.

“It seems obvious that I
have been elected to the Sen-
ate from Virginia,” Scott said
in a statement distributed by
the Associated Press.

While the returns were far
from complete there seemed
little if any chance Spong
could whittle down his lead.

Spong’s undoing was in the
rural areas of the state,
which during the heyday of
the old Byrd . organization
could be counted on to wipe
out any lead liberals in Demo-
cratic primaries piled up .in
the cities.

The pattern was the same
Tuesday except that these
conservatives, who once re-
garded themselves as' Demo-
crats and, as a matter of fact
still do, voted Republican for
President as they have done
before but broke precedent
and voted for a Republican

Senate

President

Nixon 863,628
McGovern 378,474
Schmitz 17,215
(88 Per Cent of Precincts)

Spong (D) ..... ....... 553,288
Henderson (I) ..... .... 30,140
(88 Per Cent -of Precincts)

Richard Milhous Nixbn

SPONG
Runs Second

U.S. House of Representatives

1st DISTRICT
Well (R) 23,910
Downing (D) 86,167
(85 Per Cent of Precincts)

4th DISTRICT

Burlage

2nd DISTRICT
Whitehurst (R) 79,540

(D) 28,776

(100 Per Cent of Precinéts)
8th DISTRICT

WASHINGTON (AP) — The

Democrats rode out President

Nixon’s re-election sweep
Tuesday, retaining: control of
the Senate and heading for
command of the House for an-
other two years.

Widespread ticket - splitting
kept the Republicans from
making a dent in the Demo-
crats’ margin of Senate con-
trol and with several races
still undecided, it appeared
the Democrats might even in-
crease their 55-45 edge.

In the House, where Repub-
licans needed 41 seats to gain
control, and hoped to get
about 25, they had captured
only six by midnight.

Senate Won.
- By Democrats

when Republican Karl Mundt
retired.

The victors were all young,
with Joseph R. Biden Jr., the
Delaware winner, the young-
est. At 29, he has to wait for
his birthday next month to be
eligible to take his seat in
January. Biden defeated 63-
year-old J. Caleb Boggs,
who was seeking a third
term.

Democrat William D. Hath-
away ended the 24-year Sen-
ate career of Maine’s Margar-
et Chase Smith in another up-
set:

And. in one of the biggest
surprises, Democrat Floyd
Haskell toppled veteran Colo-

popular vote read this way:

Nixon 30,003,342 votes or 62
per cent.

McGovern 17,858,887 votes
or 37 per cent.

That translated to 44 states
with 438 electoral votes for
the President, and left Mec-
Govern with 17 electoral

" votes, in Massachusetts and

the District of Columbia.

Nixon led in the other 4
states where returns had been
tallied.

In his hour of triumph, Nix-
on told the nation:

““We are ort" the eve of what>
could be the greatest genera-
tion of peace—true peace —
mankind has ever known.”

. . . The greatest landslide
in history means nothing un-
less it is a victory for all
Americans,” the President
said in a nationally broadcast
and televised victory state-
ment from the White House.

Then, in a hotel ballroom
crowded with his jubilant sup-
porters, Nixon declared ‘“the
next four years will be the
time we try to make our-
selves worthy of that victo-
ry-H

McGovern conceded his
crushing defeat in a telegram
from his Sioux Falls, S.D,,
headquarters, wiring the Pre-
sident: ;

“I hope that in the next
four years you will lead us to
a time of peace abroad and
justice at home. You have my
full support in such efforts.”

Then the South Dakota
senator who had campaigned
from obscurity to nomination
to landslide loss told his sup-
porters to ‘‘play the role of
the loyal opposition.”

He said there is no question

that his campaign had pushed -

the nation toward peace.

There was no question that
Nixon’s coattails had helped
some Republicans, notably
Rep. William Scott of Virgin-
ia, who defeated Sen. William
B. Spong Jr.

But it was even more evi-
dent that they hadn’t done a
thing for a good many others.

Senate casualties:

—Sen. Jack Miller of Towa,
ousted by Democrat Richard
Clark. #

—Sen. J. Caleb Boggs of
Delaware, defeated by Joseph
R. Biden Jr., a 29-year-old
Democratic challenger.

—Kentucky, - where Demo-
crat Walter Huddleston beat
former Gov, Louie B. Nunn,
the Republican nominee for a
Senate seat that had been
held by the GOP.

In Maine, Republican Sen. @~
¢ Chasg— Qmjﬂg‘mas.'

trailing Rep. William D.
Hathaway.

In Coloradec, GOP Sen. Gor-
don Allott was defeated by
Democrat Floyd K. Haskell.

New Mexico Republican
Pete Dominici won a Senate
seat that had been held by re-
tiring Democrat Clinton P.
Anderson. Rhode Island Sen.
Claiborne Pell, a Democrat,
beat John B. Chafee, a for-
mer Republican governor, in
a state where GOP hopes had
been high.

In contests for governor,
Democratic incumbents Rob-
ert A. Docking of Kansas and
Dale Bumpers of Arkansas
withstood Nixon landslides to
win re-election.

Gov. Arch A. Moore Jr. of
West Virginia fended off John
D. Rockefeller 1V, the family
Democrat, to win another
term. But Democrat Thomas
Salmon was elected in the
face of the Nixon sweep in.
normally Republican Ver-
mont,

All told eight Democratic
governors had been elected,
four Republicans.

There were six state house
contests still to be settled.

Nixon trounced McGovern
in almost all the populous, in-
dustrial states where the
Democrat had concentrated
his campaigning.

The President carried New
Y ork, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
heavily Democratic Rhode Is-

See Page 8, Col. 1

Democratsin Kentucky
Capture Senate Seat
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