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locality was immunedfrcm’iéz/ In recent years homicide records were
set in major metropolitan cities like Washington, D.C. (489) and
Dallas (501), as well as in cities on the scale of Anchorage (26)
and San Antonio (211).? Statistics and new research belie the myth
that major cities are the only locales exposed to the day-to-day
presence of firearm violence. /Ezys {She researcher who has
‘ ~ . smg?r
documented the alarming increase in the number o;\studentg;azifo
~
ot Mot
carry guns in rural areas,AT[A]ll the people who are taking their
kids out of urban schools and moving to rural areas are living on
false hope."*
IiWhat~is—wea.=sea§ the gravity of our national problem is unique

among Western democracies. Consider these comparisons. 1In 1980,

Cam e the murder rate in the United States was 10.5 per 100,000 persons,

\Orn;g K’w -
ufh(hﬁfy yet in Canada it was 2.1 -- five times lower. 1In 1986, our murder —

rate was six times that of the homicide rate in England and Wales.

While firearms account for approximately sixty percent of the
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1

4 Tom Morganthau, Newsweek, "It’s Not Just New York...",
at 26, March 9, 1992.
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murders committed in this country, they account for only elght S
et~ G

percent of the murders in England and Wales.’
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Perhaps the most alarming trend of all is the spread of
violence to our schools. Headlines 1like these are no longer

uncommon: "First Grader Uses Gun to Threaten Teacher," The New York ,
- e A -

Times, at -, March 6, 1992, and "Guns in Classes Are Newest Show

S trcliloa i decads

V Ll

and Tell," Washington Post, at 1, June 21, 1992. N @ne in five oot

‘ o
( students/ st

. A ila
now carries q weapon, and one in twenty
P

I . 6 '
reports having carried a gun. LJdﬂQAA

<fa fC .
Moreover, whether in school or out, today’s youthXWtbz&s /1 fl

L sasainn . . . ces
violence than past generations. Research confirms what—intuition
A aﬁ;

T v Seo
255ug§é§%a§ the steady diet of television violean{“eeaeumed by
\ A 4

American children alters their development, increasing levels of

PERNAN]

Kbb-cc,_«m/

SPowell, "Capital Punishment," 102 Harvard L. Rex. 1035, 1044
[see sources cited; try to update these statistics’/ (perhaps from

more recent editions of the citations noted in the Harvard
article).

The New York Times, "The Plague of Young Guns," at -, March
5, 1992 (editorial).
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aggressiveness and violence.’ Sadly, the violence children view on

television programs often accurately reflects the violence they see/\ '
ﬂ%{h{ds. One recent survey showed that 43 percent
of a sample of inner-city children between the ages of 7 and 19 say
they have aefZ\a-Hy seen a homicide.® It is disheartening to

consider how such exposure to violence affects the development of

children. ! s

Tlevrec tr W‘)‘, djm )
/{A—l-é—agme that? our schools, at a minimum, should be free from
A

this endemic violence. Buat éfforts to ensure school safety are not

inexpensive. Scarce resources, once directed to books and the

—

like, now must be diverted to costly metal detectors and other
security measures. And not only are increasing portions of
educational budgets siphoned away from intended uses, so also the

M%a’

time and talents of teachers and school administrators. Onee—the )

“hen

7 Rothberg, Effect of Television on Children and Youth, 234%’“‘1
JAMA 1043-1046 (1975). Brandon S. Centerwall, Television and OZ
Violence, 267 JAMA 3059-3063 (June 10, 1992). {Y/A:,_,\

8uTt’s Not Just New York ...," Time, at 29, March 9, 1992 =7

(citing study by the University of Alabama at Birmingham) [Input
full cite to study.]



254mﬁanmm}’brigﬁf29t college graduates soﬁght teaching positions,
e that theiintangible rewards of teaching

a . .

A

outweighed the low salaries of the profession. But because today’s

educators must fear for the safety of themselves and their

students, many qualified and dedicated individuals who would

otherwise consider teaching now choose other, 1less perilous
professions.’

Firearm violence is costly in another respect. It places

heavy demands on our hospitals, at a time of dwindling health care

Car

qu ® resources. Injuries caused by firearms are expensive to treat. O
4 wsund. T Bt btes an b,
%w’\d average gunshot injuries cost $16,700 per patlent. Zhat initial —s
R\( \/WN‘
. CV\\“Q‘I wﬂf ’ .
|- layent, plus post-discharge treatment costs, comes to more than $4
(atln j&aciawkaé (7)
wu‘lf“A' billion in annual expenditures, 86% of which the government pays.!
) A

{t_has~been-estimated_tha£y:;; lifetime costs for firearm injuries

’ A good cite here would be the New York Times article that
discusses teachers leaving the profession as a result of violence
in their schools. (I will locate this)

Ysenator Chafee, "Ban Handguns?" The Washington Post, at A1lS,
June 9, 1992.
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that occurred in 1985 alone wiil=ke $14.4 billion.!! The numbers— 5
/\

don’t lie. As the public relations director at a Chicago Hospital

haé stated, "A cheap handgun can end up costing millions." !
Perhaps the most portentous development is the recent

declaration by the Journal of the American Medical Association that

g gun violence is a public health emergency, to be ranked with cancer
A
Gl

and AIDS as primary killers.!” The authors of the artic;s/ former

surgeon gdeneral Dr. C. Everett Koop,\ JAMA Editor Dr. George

S:/,____;;'Tﬂeu%q AH*%%tlr An:ndﬂﬁh“d!hﬂ’? A%ii- f%{(__
Lundb 1 t blished :
undberg Aﬁggigge Vio ence regpr ~E2:nq\£? ished kEais |

AMA i

Al ﬂ~ month in the Journal of the

- . AN
(w&}‘\ 40 A (j thzvlkizy
to.-a—wirus, the Qperlcanhpeople and their leaders wou&?&?e shouting
. M

for a cure."M

n Rice, MacKenzie, et al, Cost of Injury in the United
States: A Report to Congress. Atlanta Ga.: Centers for Disease

Control; 1989. (in 267 JAMA 3074)

12 William Rectenwald, "Victims, Taxpayers Pay a High Price
for Crime," Chicago Tribune, February 5, 1989.

BThe Washington Post, "Finding a Cure of Gunfire," editorial,
June 14, 1992. ([Mention caveat: this is not necessarily the AMA’s 27
—/:5 view, just the view of its journal, and of Dr. Koop. Find out the "~ °
AMA’s reaction to the article.]

1 C. Everett Koop & George D. Lundberg, Violence in
America: A Public Health Emergency, 267 JAMA 3075-3076 (June
10,1992).



With no end in sight to these a&arm&ng.trends, I too think it

A
is time to demand a curq,fef—the—interneciﬂe—seeurqe—tha%waff%iets-2f/

4Z,oar—ﬂa%%eavg Of course, attacking the problem is not easy; hitting

a moving target never is. The violence stems from the ready
availability of all sorts of weapons, old and new, and from all
sorts of societal ills, many unrelated to the accessibility of
guns. Poverty, drugs, urban decline, family breakdown, racial and

Eciran A
///E;»e&ass tensions all contribute to the problem. Breaking the cycle

f faadszzzlolence the;aﬁaég.is no simple task. TIike—a—Jigsaw-

1-selutions. __Nonetheless—
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‘({ in my view, one pieece of the pu&z}g\is -- and will continue to be -
= A

- handguns. While deceptively innocuous when compared tckassault

Wt
tiﬁumigymniautematic weaponsArwhich have captured the attention of the

press and many legislatures, handguns are undeniably deadly.

Concealable, lethal, and all too easy to obtain, they are a fertile

hus ot be Coma amayf
source of violence. Death by handgunﬁfiﬂ~short7—4s—ae—4eagepqmm-

threat to life in this country9 antd Yo hre hew
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that the availability of guns fueled thé riots. Those opposing
firearm regulation claim that the riots illustrate the citizenry’s
neéd to have ready access to guns for self-protection. For
instance, a representative of Handgun Control, Inc. commented: "The
lesson we learned is that everybody with a gun is not the answer";
while a spokesman for the National Rifle Association said: "This
proves that law-abiding people ought to have the means of defending
themselves."¥

Wha£ should be done? Here I speak not as a Retired Associate
Justice of the United States Supreme Court, but as a concerned
citizen, husband, father, grandfather, and gun owner convinced that
the devastating consequences of firearm violence must end. In
short, it is my view that further federal regulation of handguns is
needed.

{!Ile——beq-kn——wrteh—é I find persuasive the analogy suggested by Drs.

Koop and Lundberg between regulation of automobiles and regulation

¥s5ee sanchez, "Looting’s Legacy: More Guns for Gangs," The
Washington Post, at A28, May 7, 1992.

15





















exists.
4. Discussion, without endorsement, of Senator Chafee’s
proposal to ban all handguns.
Conclusion
‘\“r(( i\ s
I am perhaps an unlikely advocate forﬂthe_st:iagenﬁ&regulation,

of-firearms;> My mother gave me my first gun, a shotgun, when I was

eight years old. After teaching me how to operate it safely, she

o

-

taught me how to hunt. Duck andkgggifgg;)hunting became one of my
favorite pastimes, sustaining many a weekend trip with family and
friends. During World War II, my experience with guns took a more
serious turn. I was issued several weapons, including a handgun
and a rifle, and I was taught how to fire a machine gun. The
handgun, which I kept as a memento of the war, was recently passed
on to my son. Like me, he learned to appreciate hunting from his
parents. Together we have enjoyed many hunting trips, including a
safari to Kenya. Guns, in short, whether as instruments of my
favorite hobby, as antiques, or as tools of war, have played a

significant part in my life and in most respects have given me

22
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