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-+ VOLLEYSATSALEN

Hecklers Hurl Lie Across

bR e

elected in 1907 he largely financed
the Democratic campaign. |

Mr. Salen repeated his charge that
employes of the street cleaning de-
partment and property of that de-
partment were being used to demon-
strate a patent flusher, When the
questioners were busy, a young man,
who said he was secretary to Street
Cleaning Superintendent Gus Hanna,
promised to resign his position to-|
morrow if Mr. Salen could prove th‘atl

Tent and Meeting Ends
in Confusion. |

Candidate is Kept Busyl
. Denying Ail Seorts of
Propositions.

A volley of questions was shot at
Charles P.r Salen, candidate for mayor,
at the conclusion of his speech in his
tent at Forman-av and Broadway
S. H. last night. The lie wag thrown
across the tent from one heckler to
another and confusion marked the
close of what had otherwise been an
orderly political meeting.

Mr. Salen, with the aid of his stere-
opticon slides, reviewed the attacks
on Peter Witt which he had made
earlier in the week. fast night he "
had a three-pole tent. It was filled|

{

j@xxd some of the flaps were thrown up!

charge. Mr. Salen said he needn’t

;'esig'n, as he wouldn’t have the job
ong. ;
Mr. Salen made a new charge

against the municipal lighting plant in
the HEast End. He said investiga-
tion Wednesday showed the pipes for
the plant had been built through a |
sewer and that the pipes were re-.
sponsible fdor the blocking g
along BE. 105th-gt. Venian
.In discussing the street car situn-
tion Mr. Salen criticised the new car]
barns, saying the company had beeni
permitted to ‘“spend millions in new |
bayns with quarters that would 1'e~'
mind one of an industrial concern
th:xt had z_ld strike on its hands and
was roviding ¢ rik
breaker;s." g comforts for strike
_“The demand of the men for an
eight-hour day is just and the citv!
‘c‘annot grant it too soon,” he said,'
I do not believe that with an eco-
nomical administration 3-cent fare
would be endangered if these d'e-’
mzindts lf(viere granted.” '
In talking of the Press cartoo i
him he said that if he is “consitliljrégl
a good sport, he is glad of it.” [
When Mr. Salen entered the tent}
the instrumental quartet struck  up|
stood '

“America” and -the audience

; , e ,
|So that ‘those unable to enter could . iy 1,09 head while Mr. Salen took

{hear.
| front seat. |
| In his attack on Mr. Witt, Mr.

Salen referred to the connection of

Mr. Witt with the operation of the
steamer Hastland when it was here

and to the fihancial troubles connect-

ed with the Hoat. He said in opening:
. “Last night an organized gang at-_
tempted to break up my meeting and

I pride myself on the fact that IE
_ answered each of their 100 typewrit- |
itén questions. All that I ask now is
'that there be no interruptions. I am
| suffering from a bad cold and a bad|
voice." v t
Mr. Salen said his doctor told him‘1
this morning he had a temperature |
of 101 and during the evening he
took a couple of pills. He said the
cold was due to the theft of ‘his over-
coat and hat at the Woodland-ay
¢(S. E. tent meeting Wednesday
night. He reported his wearing ap-
parel returned.

And, as Mr. Salen had asked, the
questions came at the close.

“Is it not true you told me that
vou and Jake Mintz ran-the Forest
City park?”’ asked a man near the
front.

There were cries of:
Sit down. = Shut up. Throw him
out,” that lasted nearly a minute.
Then a man near the platform said:

“While' Mr. Salen and Mr. Mintz
were running the Forest City park,
'I was a special police there and it
was all right.” That served for the
answer. :

“How about charging 15 cents ad-
mission for amateur baseball
games?”’ asked another.
| Mr. Salen said that was not true
and explained that once a, charge of
|5 cents each had been made for seats
rat the Salen rink for ball games but
|that the police sto=-ed it. The 15-
ilcent story, he said, was untrue and

“Sit down.

ing the eampaign.

“How about the betrayel of Tom
‘L. Johnson?” asked another. “How
|about the affidavit?”

Mr. Salen said he had not betrayed
Mr. Johnson and that the affidavit
did not exist. He said:

Tom L. Johnson into political dis-
cussion.
friends long before he entered poli=

and thereby hastened his death.”

.Myr. Salen denied he had lobbied
against the salary law for county
clerks, but said he was against .the.f
Ydate set for its becoming effective,

ng
“his! a throat specialist.

understai

saying he ‘had an
that™

with leading Democrats

Yewsisime

had been maliciously circulated dur-:

Mr. Johnson and I were

tics, and we remained friends untily
the men who are trying to make
the public believe that I was un-
{ faithful poisoned his mind against me

term was to continue under the fee |tour with a
He said that when he was il

Mrs. Salen again occupied a the platform.

DAV CHDES HEN
1 PAD HECKLERS

Tells Them to Scatter
“crowd and Not fo
‘Stay in Bunch.’

ini
§
|

- Says Liguor Selling in Sun-'\
day Clubs is Not an |
Issue. , \

A ]mli‘ dozen hecklers, punched
near the speakers’ platform and two
or three scattered. through the audi~

ence,
Davis last night while he was speak-
ing at a tent meeting at K, 83d-st
and Crawford-rd N. K.

Their questions bore on Mrz. Davis’
administration of the city treasurer’s
offico when he held that position, on
his attitude on Sunday liguor selling

in clubs, and on the amount of money !

he spent for automobile repair bills
while he was in office.

At three of his meetings he brand- |

Poter Witt a coward, declaring |
that after the debate in the Grays|
Mr. Witt.y

ed

armory Saturday night

when he got ‘“with his gang,” had

called names and made gxtatemel}ts'i
that he would not make in the ce=!

| pate when both.candidates wersf g o
to face. b

| One of the questioners aftiies e

| meeting arose with this question:

| “\r. Davis, if you are elected

| mayor will you allow the elubs to

{ sell liguor on Sunday?”’

0 R T don’t consider tha t question)
Unlike Mr. Baker and Mr. Witt,| aqp issue in this campaign.
T am not going to drag the corpse of T will enforce the law,” replied Mr.

As mayor

Davis.
“What departments would you cut
1 if you are elected?”’ cried another
questioner from the back of the tent.
“I would cut expenses in all of
them. I would not have two men
doing one man’s job and I would not
!'have a Dboss for every three men

Davis.

Mr. Davis® voice was in poor con-
dition last night and he made the
trip to his meetings accompanied by
He began his
meeting at the Johnson

g W
S W.
‘Majestic: club, W. 25th-st. He spoke
very briefly at these meetings. He
also spoke briefly at a meeting of
the ice men’s union, 310 Prospect-
av S. K,

The tent meeting on the East Side
was the next stop and here he was
met by the hecklers.

“T’ll give you a tip, boys; If you
want to be good hecklers dan't stay
in a bunch, scatter out through the
crowd,” he told them.

‘When cries of “Throw them out”
were heard as some of the questions
were put, Mr. Davis said:

“lI am glad to answer these gues-
tiong. I don’t blame’the boys. They
were sent here and they need the
money.”’

The last Davis meeting was in
Douse haill, Douse-av S. H., near E.

He told the voters that the fact g
he has been successful in his pr
business is the best guarantee
he would serve them well ds n3

fired questions at Harry L.,

employed by the eclty,” shouted Mr.,

25th-st and Broadview- |
Then  he wernt to - the-

7\ et .
(97;//"%(

 ADDRESS JOVIANS

Witt, Norton, Salen and Da-
- vis Proxy Talk on Issues
to Electrical Men.

Democrat Tells How He Will
Win 3-Cent Light for
Whole City.

Municipal ownership, efficiency in
office and the preposed $1,500,000
bond issue to pay: debts of the city,
occupied the attention of Jovian chap-
ter of the Electrical league at lunch-
eon yesterday -noon at The Hollenden
when three of the candidates for
mayor were guests of the league.

M. H. Moffett presided. Candidates
Miner G. Norton, Peter Witt and
Charles P. Salen were present. Can-
didate Harry L. Davis was repre-
sented by Attorney Pierre White.
Hach candidate spoke tweive minutes
and used three minutes for rebuttal.

Mr. Norton, first speaker, argued
for more efficiency in city government.

“I intend to vote for the $1,500,000
bond issue,” he said. “Cleveland can-
not afford to follow the example of
Alabama and Georgia and repudiate
jts debts. We must keep our credit
good.  We must, however, follow  a
more efficient system of financing.”

Pierre White, for Mr. Dayvis, spoke

Xt
“Calling candidates names should
ave: been relegated to the back-

h
ground, but it has been placed in the .

foreground by the newspapers,” he
said. : 3

“A: continuous auditing of the city's
books would help keep tne city out of
debt. The system would save more
money than it would cost.” 2

Mr. White opposed the idea of bond-
ingthe city to buy the Cleveland Il-
Juminating Co.s.plant.  This opposi-
tion to municipal ownership gave Mr.
Witt, who: followed, the text for his
remarks. 5.

“T..see,”’ said~Mr. ‘Witt, “that our
young eaglet.is giving us something
new to think about on the municipal
ownership problem. There is not a
public utility in Cleveland that was
not at some time a private enter-
prise; - If enterprises can be run' bet-
ter by private corporations, let us dis-|
pose of the police, and fire depart-
ments and turn their jobs over tol
private persons. Two montihs after‘
I am in office as mayor the Cleveland!
Electric Illuminating Co. will come to
our terms and will give us 3-cent|
light, the same as our municipal plant
is’ doing now. You men: engaged in
the ' electrical business must realize
that there would be a demand for
your products intevery home if elec-
tric power were .cheaper.” '

Charles “P. Salen, last speaker,
argued for a non-partisan city gov-
ernment. 5

“The mew city charter,” said Mr. |
Salen, “was intended, to give us non-|

partisan government in fact as well
as in® words. Instead it has been
‘used by the administration to obtain
control of every city and county de-
partment.

“Our nonpartisan movement cannot |
help but give the city an efficient gov-1}

ernment. My ' administration will
oliminate waste of public funds and
will force all city departments to live
within their means.”

S N

WAYGR CANGIDATES

sl

| >
ALENSIDESHOW"
IS NOW A 3-POLER
Calls Wit Real ‘Sport’--Dis-

cusses Eastland aid
Bank Grash.

Charles P. Salen's ‘‘sideshow’’—S0-
called by his arch-rival, Peter Witt—|
is reaching “big top’ size as his “ex-[
pose”. of the Democratic administra-,
tion goes on, i

Thursday night' the Salen tent was!
increased from a two-pole affair to!
)& regular three-poler—and still the!
sidewalls had to be taken out so that|
the big crowd that couldn’t get' in-|
side could hear the talk. |

Close to 3,000 people turned out to
‘hear Salen ‘‘unmask Peter Witt and
the administration,” at Broadway,
and Forman ave. Hecklers were out
in force but held their ammunition
until the finish, when Salen was bom-
barded with questions. £

Blames Witt in Bank Crash.

Salen’s “new stuff’” consisted of the
charge that Witt and others financed
the purchase of the steamer HBast-
land through the Depositors’ Savings |
& Trust Company, the bank which
.was organized by Tom L. Johnson
and . failed. Salen declared the col-
lapse of this institution was due to
“the manipulation of the bank funds
in making the loan to the Hastland.”

He also -declared that Witt in-
stalled ' gambling machines on the
Eastland, which he 5 SN
mostly young men and 3%
declared a protest of the fath,
boy, who had lost a large sum '1—‘_
machines, was ignored by the-,
administration, which refused -

take any action against the boat

company. He declared that finally
the boat was raided by federal offi-
cers but not until after the company
had received $8,000 g year for grant-
ing the privilege for the operation of |

the machines. o
. That Salen’s charges against street
| cleaning department have ‘‘stirred up
lsthe animals,” as the speaker termed
'it, was evidenced by the. appearance
'of a man who said he was secretary
to Superintendent of Street Cleaning
Hanna.

“T  willj'quit my "job tomorrow Iif
you can'prove that the time and
teams of the city were used for pri-
vate purposes by Gus Hanna,” shout-
ed the man. 2

“Ask him about the doors in Gus
Hanna’s  home,”” came a voice from
another. part of the tent. “They were
all put in at a cost to the city.”

Clash Is Prevented.

“It’s a lie,”” came back the man
who' claimed to be Hanna’s secretary
as he started toward the  other
speaker. Friends interfered to stop
a fight.

“Mr. Salen, didn’t you tell me one
day at the Cleveland Advertising
Club,” shouted another heckler as he
arose, pointing his finger at Salen,
“that you and Jake Mintz owned
Forest City Park, which I believe
was the rottenest resort of its kind
in the city.”

Before - Salen could finish his
- answer to this question a man

jumped on the platform and de-

clared:

“I was a special policeman in that
park and I'm proud of it. Don’t you
say anything against it.”

{_“Tag, . at why should Mr. Salen bs
‘tag 15 Witt of running an objec-
i e place when he ran this sort
or a park?”’

Salen denied that the park was run
ifn an objectionable manner and de-
tclared he was willing to leave that
to the judgment of.the people of the
‘neighborhood it Was in, whom he
| said were its most frequent attend-
| ants.

“What about the betrayal of Tom
cohnson by flopping from one party

&other,”” came another voice.
enry has an affidavit that

7eé Johnson.” !
) betrayed Mr. Johnson,”
| shouted Salen. “And furthermorse,

48th-st, in Mr. Davis’ home sectiols

| 'm not going to drag the corpse of
| Mr. Johnson from its grave as my
| opponents have done in order to be

elected. I have more respect for his
| memory than that.”

Salen also had to reiterate his de~
nial of having charged people to at-
l tend a ball game at a public park
{ while director of public works, at
| the insistence of hecklers.

Says Hecklers Are Planted,

“It’s the same old gang every
night,” shouted a Salen supporter.
“All the hecklers hold city jobs and
fear they’ll lose them.”

Salen reiterated his charge that
Witt had told an untruth in regard
to his ownership of the Norman ho-
tel, a rooming house of shady repu-
tation. He declared Witt “had tried
to squirm and squeal out of it, but
hadn't succeeded, not even to the
satisfaction of his supporters.”

“The Press only made one mistake
in cartooning me as a sport,” said
Salen, referring to his charge of
gambling on the Hastland and Witt's
ownership of the Norman hotel
“They should have put Pete Witt’s
face where they put mine. If Witt
hasn’t proved himself a sport in the
term they use it, I don’t think any-
one could be one.”

The speaker again charged misuse
of the street cleaning department by
Hanna, repeated his charges of ‘boss
rule” against Burr Gongwer and the
county liquor license commissioners
and exhibited again pictures of the
Baldwin reservoir work as ‘“some of
the wasteful methods of the adminis-
tration.” L

“HWach evening I’m going to stir.up
| the animals at city hall by startiy
something new,” said Salen. A
can prove all the statements Tag
That is the difference betwe
mud-slinging that Witt ¢
} charges. He is irrespor

|
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Declares He’ll Give Cleveland
Wider Fame as Center of
Achievements - Under
Home Rule.

7| hiS statéments i this cApaign,
The first Witt meeting was in a

SAYS HELL

dition. ”'rl"he sﬁme is true of an eight-
hour day for policemen, i g

“If you believe in a double platoon?
system and eight hours for police-|
men, there is only one thing for you '
to do—join with us in the fight for a
right to say how much taxes we shall
collect and how much we shall spend.”

There was a burst of applause. !

The commissioner said while he was
ton the subject, he again would tell
his stand on fire and police depart-
ment pensions. He said while he op-
posed service pensions, he Relieyed
more compensation should be, given
families of men injured or killed, but
\that a man incapacitated for aetive’
{duty should be retained at his full
1salary in municipal positions he could

tent at Storer-av S. W. and W. H4th- |
st, the scene of much questioning by
Socilalists in the campaign of Mayor
Nowton D. Baker two years ago.
Councilman R. J. Koch presided. Mr.
Witt said his opponents, “the boy, the
0ld man and the sport,” agreed on ! |
one thing—that Pete Witt would be
the next mayor, '
Says Foes Want Just Job.
“They agree also in being against |
“what I believe in, municipal owner-
&hip,” said the commissioner., “When
the votes are counted Tuesday night, '
some of them will not even have
place in the column called ‘scattering.’
None of them stands for anything ex-
{ ‘ 4l : cept the job. Behind a candidate’s
: T declarations sHould stand & man.’’
Promises to Strike at Hotbed | 1. witt reviewed nis thirty years
, of campaigning “for the doctrine that
of MOHODIY and Learn {is my religlon” He spoke of Tom I,.
How Much Taxes to Col-  |zohnson’s nine years of struggle “be-
: ‘tween the house of want and the
lect and Spend- ? Mhouse\.of have.” He told his record
0 as street rallway commissioner, and
CRIES H'S FOES SIMPLY asked. the  people not to stop de-
v o T nianding what they wanted; for “sat-
: WANT ClTY H ALL jOB_isfaction and stagnation are synono-
mous terms,” he said.
: S b e : 4 “The harder you demand,” he de-
Norton Closes Campaign, and oo, the soomer il you ring the
3 aapl ay when the producer shall enjoy th
Davis Appearjs With full product of his tofl, whicli zftei
Husky Voice. alliis the fight of the future.”
} Here a questionér: called out ask-
% s ing the candidate how he
BY WALKER S. BUEL. \khe double pI::)ton plan forStgggm:E
Proposals to outdo the advertisinghnd an eight-hour day for policemen,
Cleveland has received in the past_ 1 heve no'doubt,” responded the |
o »i)eoi)_le’s s By apiad fommissioner;. that- the double pla‘-g
from Of : oon system would be an improvement
ing its name and fame far and wideover thei present, but it is out of the |
in a future fight for true home rule in9uestion in our present financial con- |
taxation ‘were hurled from the plat- Gy
form in tent and hall last night by
Peter Witt, administration candidate
for mayeor.
He asserted home rule in fact will
be attained only when the city can
(say for itself how much revenue it
shall collect, how it shall be raised
and how spent. Declaring he did not
ask the office for compensation, as he
{could’ “make more money in the rails
‘road game than the city would give,” |
_the candidate cried 'he" wanted the
“power: of 700,000 peopls at his back in
| striking “at the root of privilege and
monopoly in their citadel, unjust tax-
ation,” - ; S 5
.Mr, Witt again carried o the front {ﬁnl-llensst;i%l(} }?(f\\"r:\?taell',v‘intg“?;)\l]ﬁnIsllr?tn e
liis. proposal for 38-cent light for all {in his power to change the situation,
['the pedple as a dominant issue, and jand that whether he could or not, the ;
charged none of his opponents stood preseglt C(%ngéacé b?g“’eeltl prgsg}rlxt i
| for Zanything: exgept - the job."  His gllte;n Cohbutd beeca??iaéii i o ths et
wonly persistent questionersdn the tent: ter.”
“meetings were Socialists; with whom: Then another questioner wanted to
He I se\'éral lvely tilts. i know about boxing, and Mr. Witt said
i 3 : as mayor he would issue one permit
Push Fight on Witt. : and attend the bout. If he decided it
. omemiaims o good tine ho woula aliow
were being pushed last night. Harry Oth Sl o
© " omperteiioing sebons dlffls| 'y e g bt ok, Yoices
culty with his throat and just able _to the Democrats, Republicans or non-
sp.eak. had to content himself with Dpartisans are in power, the interests

brief remarks and offered. to. answer ofé the.capitalistic class are looked
; S after .
questions.  One questioner wanted to “Oh, dear, oh, .dear, here's our

know what Mr. Davis had done for
3-cent fare, and the. candidate re-
plied: ‘T voted for the Tayler grant.
Pete Witt didn’t.” |

Miner G. Norton formally closed
his stumping campaign with a mass
meeting in the Grays armory.. Mr..
Norton reviewed his discussions since

the start of the fight, charged the
{ Baker administration with waste and
scored - Mr. Witt’s administration as
Street rallway commissioner as hav-
ing been conducted “in the interest of
the stockholders of the Cleveland
Railway Co., rather than the car
riders.”

Charles P. Salen’s new attack was
on. “loose ' extravaganece,” which he
charged prevailed in leveling Fair-
view park and in constructing the fil-
tration plant. He took occasion last
evening to invite court action if any-

one wanted to contend the truth of

—

friend, the Socialist,” said Mr. Witt,
and there was both laughter and ap-
plause.
Another
there were

man asked whether if
“suburbanites” working
(for the city, shouldn’t they be re-
moved or 'compelled to live in the
‘clty, Mr. Witt said he agreed “if the
'city was good enough 'to work for, it
was good enough to live in.”

A woman asked why-the W. Deni-
son service had been cut off at W.
T3d-st, and when she declined to be
satisfied with the commissioner’s ex-
planation, the candidate said: }

“My good woman, this change was
made in the interest of the most car
riders.
husband to vote against me. I'm not
running the railway for votes; I'm
running it for the best service for the
majority.”

Mr. Witt next spoke at Bohemian
National hall, Broadway S. E., where
hie told the crowd “the big fight yet
to come 'is the labor problem in a nut-
shell, and the first step is solving
the tax problem.”

spot where CI vgng_B-«SaTén’s tent |
WwWtirnch of ro‘sleé Wasefore last. Hero |

! presented to |
Witt by little Rosie Rosenstein, e

lalso a Socialist wanted v
| the EEaI—ger administra,tit)(;lknow
beep_ ‘w1deﬂ _av'vake”x enough to get
lga,s in the “city’s back yard and sell
‘ tI%IOr tl%vew?teople for 8 cents.”
Ir. 1Lt, recounting t 1 7
Fhe gas franchise, chaf'ge}:iei]tu\?gé‘ypgf
through the council under Herman
Baehr by rregular  methods ‘d
slammed Councilman Alex Bei‘n%tal}n
of the minority, in whose Warci e];
was speaking, ag one who voted f e?
it. He called the councilman g, “rulcan
bealitamp in council.” 7
was Alex Bernstej
Baker administration, thg,'t nggrthg
that octopus on You,” he crieq G
jl:(e)tand his Repu_blica_n brethreﬁ had
o Vi'g”cfsd for it, you would 'not
- Mr. Witt told the
1e1r  candidate would join i
§gh*“c _for 3-cent Jlglsnteg:l th?
chasing rainbows,” he would cono {
‘nearer fulﬁlling the objects for Whic?le
the Socialists say their pa,rtjf stemdlsl
Hs called C. E. Ruthenbez‘g, Socialist
candidate for mayor, “not an j
bu,{‘ha Nuisance.” e
18 last Witt meetin was i J11-
ma.nTs hall, B. 55th-st, ngear ggt.ng“lgilx} !
av N. E., where a man cried: ‘;(l‘ivé
Salen_. he]l_, Pete!” as the candidate |
was introduced. There the candidate |
bromised that in the next two Ve;ré
the fight for “just taxation’ would be
‘\;{ieéé u;;gd;l]n t\]vay, carrying far and
. 1 8 B
E e & name of L}ﬁrﬁla]ld.
fight “and if e die in it ool
Mayor Baker spoke at th.e Witt
tr‘ent meetings Iast night, Oh ti
Last. Side, when a questioner char m)?
holding up of the liguor licenses ;a:‘
feated Harry L. Davis in 1913, the
mayor cried: 1 had no more!t.o tl;e
iv\}rl;th the holding up of the Iicensseg
than the youngest baby in this tsn'u""

Socialists also if

c%’z% 4 . q= —WM@ v yp//;/,; C
RTON'S CHEERED ‘
AS HIS FIGHT ENDS

diums, .playgrounds and new sewers
The total cost of these promised
improvements -would run into many
millions, and would necessitate ,many‘\
bond issues, Mr. Coughlin says. One \
councilmanic candidate, a Davis lead-
er, has promised to introduce an ordi- |
nance calling for a minmum wage Ofl

$3 a day. Figures show such an ordi-
nance would mean increased expen-

Candidate Cries Rip Van Win-
kle Came Back and
‘So Will 1

Renews Attack on Witt’si,
Policy of Managing
Car System.

“The Plain Dealer called me the Rip i
Van Winkle of this campaign. Good! |
I accept the criticism. Rip Van Win-
kle came back. And so am I coming
back.”

This is what Miner G. Norton, can-
didate for mayor, told a big crowd in
the Grays armory last night at' the
formal closing of his campaign. The
crowd cheered,

Mr. Norton reviewed his utterances
of the campaign, criticizing the ad-
ministration. of Peter Witt as street
railway commissioner, scoring the
Democratic administration for waste,
he said, and extravagance and holding
up the administration of the Warrens-
ville parole board as a ‘burlesque of
Jjustice.” i i

Reiterating his former statements
that the value of the Cleveland Rail- |
way Co. has been almost doubled by !
sixty~eight miles of extensions added
under Mr. Witt, Mr. Norton charged
the railroad has been operated in the
interests of the stockholders instead
of the car riders. Witt's sixty-eight
miles, he declared, cost as much as}
the company's original 277 miles.

Declaring the city is running be-5
hind $400,000 annually in its operat- |
ing expenses, the candidate said it is|
time to call a halt. He dwelt on the.
per capita debt of the city and the
per ‘capita interest charges which'
he said were $77 and $2 respectively
and stated the water fund, ‘“hereto-
fore sacred and independent,” is now
“pbankrupt.” |

Taking up the Warrensville work- |
house, Mr. Norton declared he favored.
paroles but declared the system is be- |
ing abused. The short time which |
criminals are forced to serve because |
they are so soon paroled, he said, is?l
not encouraging the police and is
discouraging the courts and breeding
a contempt for justice.

Mr. Norton quoted County Prose-
cutor Cyrus Locher to prove this,
Nine-tenths of those sent to the work-
house, Mr. Norton said, are between

19 and 21 years of age ‘“who need

| to be made to feel a respect for the

law which ‘is not being forced into
them.” i

Mr. Norton was preceded on the|
rlatform by his entire battery of:
canipaign orators. S. S. Ford pre- |
sided. Although it was nearly 10|
hefore Mr. Norton was given the )
floor the audience waited and wel—i
comed him enthusiastically. Therei
was no heckling. I

Coughlin Sees Money

Peril From Davis Men

Finance Director Thomas Coughlin
, yesterday pointed out possible situa-
i tions which might prove emb@.rra.ss—
ing for Cleveland’s new administra-
tion should Harry L. Davis be.elect.ed
mayor and carry into office with }pm
councilmanic candidates supporting
Mr. Davis.

Should these Davis adherents be
elected' with Mr. Davis, Mr. Cgugh-
lin pointed out, either the councllmqn
would find it impossible to keep their
promises to their constituencies or
the mayor could not redeem his prom-

Director Coughlin, “is $50,000 or $60,-
scarcely be opened for
$50,000.

1 cost to )
:‘.gggfge $9,000. With all these im-|

ments proml 1
é);‘;)\;g the wal,)rds, it would be impossi- |

|ble to reduce. the city’s indebtedness |
or save the city any money. ;

ditures of $400.000 a year for labor. i

“The cost of a bath house,” said|

léss than

stations cost $50,000. The
g operate one. would

ised by Davis lead-

\

DAVIS HAS MORE
ITNGPLEDGES

Says, if Elected, He’ll Hold

Department Heads to Very
Striet Accounting.

Hecklers and Husky Voice
Necessitate Program
Change.

Mayoralty Candidate Harry . L.
Davis last night added a new pro-
vision to his promise of a continuous
audit of city books if elected mayor.

“The heads of each department,”
said Mr. Davis at his tent meeting
at Superior-av N. E. and E. 115th-
st, ‘“‘should be called in at the end
i of every month. If they haven't kept
{ vithin one-twelfth of their year’s ap-
propriation in that month and waste-
fulness is the reason, they should be
discharged. If they have done a good
job and kept within their appropria-
tions, they should be rewarded.” :

“Are you going to do that, Mri
Davis?” came from the rear of the
tent.

"“Yes,” was the reply.

Then someone yelled ‘“That’s
Willis said.”

Mr. Davis really didn’t do any
speech-making last night. When he
got to his first tent, Denison-av S.
W. and W. 25th-st, his voice was
so husky that he talked two minutes |
and quit. Then he passed up twelve
other meetings and went with his{
physician, Dr. D. R. Kline, to the
other tent.

There he explained his voecal trouble
| and asked for questions.

[ A heckler asked him what he had
| done for 3-cent fare.

“I voted for the Tayler grant and
Pete Witt didn’t,” he replied. !

When the man asked ‘“How about
Gerry Dahl?” Mr. Davis’ reply was: |

“You are simply repeating as a
parrot would something that Witt has
said in the past.”

After cries of “hit ’em again, Har-
ry,” and ‘that’s educating them,”’ Mr.
Devis' called on Dr. Kline to take the
platform for him. The physician’s de-
| livery of parts of Mr. Davis’ set cam-
paign speech had the crowd roaring
with laughter most of the time he was
speaking. |

“You ought to be an orator and not
a. doctor,” they yelled.

what

If you don’t like it, tell your |

-~ Then he hurried to another tent gt

I

Woodland-av S. E. and E. 33d-st, the |

ises to reduce expenditures. of the
c¢ity government. .
Among councilmanic candidates,
asking electors to vote for them and
Mr. Davis, Mr. Coughlin says, are
men who are making broad pledges
to the people of their wards for bet-
ter streets, better street lighting, ex-
tensions of many streets and opening
of dead ends, fire stations, bath |
houses, shelter houses, grade cross-
!ing elimination, improved fire and po-
lice protection, comfort stations, sta-







FAIR HECKLE
CONFUSE WITT
WITH QUERIES

‘Tell Your Husband Not
 to Vote for Mg’
| He Says.

/

—_————

ASKED ABOUT SERVICE

f}Sucialists" Uuestiuns Also
Bother Peter, Who ““Never
Voted Straight.”

Female hecklers who criticized
street car service and Soclalists who
fired volleys of questions placed Peter
Witt, administration candidate for
mayor, on the defensive at two tent
meetings last night. :

Witt also spoke at Bohemian Na-
tional hall, Broadway, and wound up
a big East Side Democratic rally at
Ullman’g hall, E. 556th st. At the hall
meetings Witt had a new assortment '
‘'of names for Charles P. Salen, the
nonpartisan candidate. He also de- |
clared that if he were merely seeking
a job, as he charged other candidates
were, he could make more money in
the street railway business.

Witt left the first tent meeting at
W. b4th st. and Storer ave. just as
the questions began to fly thick and
fast.

Women- Criticize Service.

“Why did you stop.Denison cars. at
W, 73d st.?” one woman demanded. A
neighbor joined her‘in critidism of the
service.

“If you don’t like the arrangernent
tell your husband to vote against
me,” shot back Witt after he had ex- |
plained” that he had terminated the
line at W. 73d st. with a view of
bettering car service. 5

“I am not running the car lines for
votes but for service,” he volunteecred:

Witt  declared that a two-platoon |
system for firemen and an eight-|
hour day for policemen was undoubt- |
edly desirable, but was impossible in '
view of the city’s present finances
This was in answer to another heck-
i ling question.

Questions. on Witt’s position on
boxing and whether suburban  resi-
dents were working for the city also
were fired at him at this meeting.

‘Witt was the center of a storm of
questions as soon as he arrived at
the second tent meeting at Woodland
ave. and E. 334 st.

“How about Ruthenberg?” de-
manded a Socialist when Witt spokse
0f three opposing candidates.

“You were afraid to debate him;
he’d take the hide off of you,” came
a voice from another part of the
tent.

“This gentleman did not come here
to ask a question, but to make a
speech,” said Witt.

“There are many men in the So-
cialist party to whom I take off my
hat,” sald Witt. ‘“What did Ruthen-
berg do in the days we were fighting !

| for three-cent fare? His purpose in

submitting a proposal to buy the car :
lines now was to befuddle the people !
and befog the issue. If he were for |

| the things they say the party stands |

for he would be fighting - the light |
i monopoly.
 counted this year he will not have
as many votes as ‘last time. The
people are getting on to your lead-
er.”

“I Can’t Answer You.”

‘“You don’t answer the question,”’
said the Socialist.

“I cannot answer to your satisfac-
tion,” Witt replied. ]‘I am talking
now to the sensible people before
me.”

Witt delivered a savage attack on
Alex Bernstein, Twelfth ward coun-
cilman. He accused Bernstein of be-
ing a ‘“rubber stamp,” and said thea
voters should snow him under and
elect Ben H. Schwartz.

Witt also blamed Bernstein and
his Republican colleagues for the
passage of the Hast Ohio Gas Com-
pany franchise, when he was asked
why the Baker administration had
not directed its lighting fight against
| this concern. |

The speaker was in good voice last
night and expressed himself as being
fit for the closing hours of the cam-
paign. He boasted that he had neve
voted a straight party ticket in hig
life and said that as mayor he would
not be afraid to ‘“‘explore the unex-
plored places.”

:

NORTON SAYS
'HE WILL COME
BACK LIKE ‘RiP’
Takes Up Witt on Van

Winkle Quip at Big
Meet.

ENT FARE IS GONE'

Peter's Regime Brought Fare

Boost, He GClaims---
Scores Waste.

An exposition of the principles of
g0od government and an expose of
/the inefficient methods of the pI"esent
‘Ladministration brought the speaking
jcampaign of Miner G. Norton to a
| climax at Grays armory last night
An enthusiastic audience of more
than 1,500 greeted the candidate whose
platform, he said, consisted of but
{two words—*good government,”

. Norton declared his willingness to
accept the title of “Rip Van Winkle,””
conferred upon him by Peter Witt,
since Witt must acknowledge that
like “Rip,” Norton will “come back.”

Coming Back, Like Rip.

l“

{the auditorium of the

‘When the™ ballots  are s

“Like Rip, I left the city hall, and
like Rip, I'm coming back in Janu-
ary,!” said Norton. “Rip’ found
ichanges and no doubt I will. At-the
jtime I went from the city hall there
iwas plenty of money in the treasury
jand many = improvements begun.
:When I come back I will find tha.
|treasury empty and the imp
|ments still uncompleted.” 1 n——
| He reiterated his charge that
|was to blame for the increase’
|street car fare by permitting tiug
railway company to increase its stock

,|issue $16,000,000 during his four years
3 |as traction commissioner.

|  “Witt said President Stanley of
the company didn’t have the nerve
to ask for $1,250,000 for a car barn,”
said Norton. *“But Witt did, and
now he asks you to put him in the
| mayor’s chair, where he says he will
have the nerve to ask for millions
more for pet theories of municipal
government.”

Norton declared the day of three-
cent fare was past because of Witt's
jenormous expenditures. He again
jcharged that the company had been
relieved of paying for the new pave-
/ment between rails and declared
|Witt had failed to keep his agree-
iment to retire as a candidate, as he
,’promised in.the event that Norton
 demonstrated the truth of that as-
serxtion.

The speaker also attacked the man-
ner in which contracts for bublic
|works had been let, and declared the
|management of the Warrensville cor-
rection farm had not only been inef-
ficient bhut ‘“dangerous” to the wel-
fare of the city. He declared the
plan proposed by another of his op-
\bonents for the amalgamation of the
jcity and county wasg “political bun-
combe.”
| Not a heckler appeared throughout
{the meeting, although Norton de-
iclared that he had been informed
iseveral were ‘‘planted” in the au-

Idience.

Several Walked Ouft. B

That there was an organized ef-
fort to stampede the meeting was
epparent, however, as g score of per-
sons rose simultaneously in various
parts of the hall in the middle of
Norton’s address and walked noisly |
from the building.

“The only argument so far pro- |
duced against Mr. Norton,” declared
Raymond E. Hyre, another speaker,
“Is that he lives in the past. If any |
of the other candidates had a past
record “as clean and as honest and
efficient as Miner G. Norton’s they
would never talk about anything
else. If Pete Witt had to live with
his past alone he would seek to di-
vorce it tomorrow.”

“Witt says he stands for every-
thing the present administration has
done,” said Gug O. Farquharson, for-
mer Bull Moose leader, now support-
ing Norton. “I want to ask him if
he will buy any more one-day old
calves for Warrensville at $1,200
apiece?”’ :

‘““The aggregation in the city hall
are now preaching for ‘the uplift.’
So far about the only thing they have
uplifted is the ecity’s debt, the tax
rate and the number of city em-
ployees.”

Other speakers, including Charles
‘W. Toland, F. J. Van Wye, Earl H.
Wells, Frederick Bruml, Max P.

oodman and Harry C. Smith, de-
lared the people had awakened to
he fact that every two years “the
beating of the Democratic tom-tom
had distracted them from real is-
sues.”’

Norton was proclaimed the b
qualified candidate, because of .
experience, education and famil
with city affairs, to become m

]
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Salen Also Will Carry His Efforts
Right Up to Eve of Vot-
ing; Norton Speaks to
Law Students.

—

ey

|
- |

BY JOHN T. BOURKE.

Following the lead of Miner G.
Norton who closed his speaking cam-
paign with his meeting at Gray’s
Armory last night, Peter Witt will
this evening wind up his talking
campaign with a speech in the old
Democratic tent pitched at Superior
ave, and E. 86th st. Witt is billed to
spéak earlier In the night at one

‘house and two hall meetings.

Other candidates for mayor will

mot close their campaigns this week,

Harry L. Davis and Charles P. Salen
being booked for tent meetings Mon-
day night and C. E. Ruthenberg for
an address at a final rally of the So-
clalist party tomorrow afternoon in
Engineers
building.

Although Norton’s regular speak-
ing campaign ended last night, he
will by request address the employees
of the Winton Motor Vehicle Com-
bany at noon today and a meeting in
the evening at the corner of McBride

(8t. and Doloff ave.

Norton’s Friends Parade,
While Norton was addressing an}
audience of college students at the
law School of Western Reserve uni-

versity yesterday morning, ten auto- '’

mobiles filled with adherents carrying
Norton banners, paraded the down-
town business streets. Norton in
talking to the law students discused
the record of Witt as traction com-
missioner, saying he did so because
his Democratic opponent had an-
nounced he was running for mayor
on his public record.

Norton charged that Witt’s direc-

tlon of street railway affairs was re-
sponsible for the fact that three-cent

fare had not been maintained. Ie |

asserted that three-cent fare was a‘

thing of the past in Cleveland, and
that Wit’s management was to
blame.

Norton lunched at mnoon with - the
Young Men’s Norton Republican Club
at the Cuyahoga restaurant, where
plang were discussed for work to be
done by the members in getting
Voters to the polls next Tuesday.

Organization meetings of the Nor-
ton forces are to be held in every
ward this evening to arrange for
work on election day,

Davis Leads in Straw Vote,

Btraw votes are being taken in pic-
ture theaters in all parts of the city
by the Davis forces. Yesterday it was
sald returns had been received from
twenty-one of the seventy-one thea-
ters: in  which permission  to poll
audiences had been given. It was
sald that 2,500 persons voted in the
twenty-one theaters and that Davis
led Witt by a good plurality on the
combined first, second and other
choice votes.

Polls have also been taken by sup-
porters of Witt. These give in most
|instances a plurality of first choice
{for the Democratic organization can-
|didate as well as a strong second and
third choice following.

!votes favorableto Salen had Heen Te-]
;ported. : 4 i
! Balen addressed a shop meeting’
yesterday mnoon at the works of the
Standard Welding Company. )
* x % i
Citizens who were absent from thq'
city or ill on all four days of the!
general .registration can receive en
rollment orders today and Mond
from the board of elections. The boar
will be in continuous session ‘from. 10’
la. m. until 4 p. m. today and fr
9 a. m. to 6:30 p, m. Monday to gr:
certificates for registration to. thosé
'who present valid excuses for fajlure
to enroll on any of the regular days.
These certificates must be presented
to the registrars in the voting booths
|of the respective precincts of the ap-| |
plicants between 3:30 p. m. and 6:30.
P. m. Monday.

L L ] ]
Harold E. Emerich, candidate for

'the city council from the twenty-
/sixth ward is promising -that if
elected he will not run again in two

Yyears unless he has fulfilled all the

pledges In his platform. These in-

clude an endeavor to compel the city

to abandon experiments, lower ta,x:
rate, better fire and police protection

Bnd removal from streets of telephone

poles.

® L ] ®

Harry L. Deibel, candidate for
council from the Fourth ward, will:
sSpeak tonight at four open-air meet-
ings to he held at Haight ave and
. W. 53d st.; Ravine ave and 'W. 48th
st.; Buckley ave. and W. 44th st., and
Balley ave. and W. 40th st.

* * *

fSeven hundred and fifty children
of the Thirteenth ward were the
guests last night of Councilman
Votava, at the Olympia theater,
Broadway and E. 55th st. Prior to
the show, Votava led a parade of
more than 1,500 children through the
main streets of the ward and dis-
tributed popcorn balls.
| * * *

The Peter Witt Labor Club will'
/hold its final meeting before election'(
in the American House, Sunday aft-|
ernoon at 2:30 o’clock.

jothers will speak.

Witt and |

i

- * ®

! Norton ward organizations will meet to--
imight as follows: Ward 1, 10504 Madison
{ave.; ward 2, 7281 Schnelder ave.; ward 3,
$225 Madison ave,; ward 4, 3130 Lorain ave.;.
ward 1, Geddes, 2327 Holmden ave.; ward 8,
8130 Lorain ave., ward 9, 504 Society for Sav-
|ings building; ward 10, 504 Society for Sav-
|ings building: ward 11, 2439 Central ave.;
|ward 12, 929 Society for Savings building;
ward 13, McBride and Doloff aves.; ward 15,
10319 Miles ave.; ward 16, Congregational
church, Kinsman rd. and E. 93d st.; ward
1 19, 2127 Fairmount rd.; ward 20, 1945 E. 90th
| 8t.; ward 22, 6503 Linwood ave.; ward 23, 6021
St. Clair ave.; ward 26, Aspinwall ave. and
E. 1524 st.

Locations for meetings in the 1o~

day.

maining wards will be selected tf

At Salen headquarters, it was said,
nothing ‘was being done in the way of

isecuring polls,

though some straw
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WITT CONFIDENT
~ ATFINAL RRLLY

‘Greéted by His.Campaign’s Big-
gest Crowd, He Repeats
Pledges.

AID SLANS PAPERS

Tent Audience Told by Young
Lawyer Meetings Are Bur-
lesqued in News.

Candidate Declares Witt Re-
fuses to Answer Ten De-
bate Questions.

Peter Witt closed his speaking
campaign last night with a meeting
! at Superior ave. and E. 86th st. The
crowd was the largest of the cam-
paign.

No new notes were sounded by
Witt 'in his finishing talk. He de-
clared that he stood squarely on his
record and wanted to be judged at

| the polls Tuesday by his work in
heir accounts of Davis' 4. oot  rajlway commissioner's
meetings, neglecting the issues of| office.
Mr. Davis’ campaigning. ‘ { 3 A
“Newspaper men are not supposed Witt again reviewed his platform
to tell the _truth; if they did they| and outlined the things that he
W?},lll,gg thI)e_neI\Svsplaper Hcllerl‘)'” he ﬁaid- would work for if elected mayor.
] ain Dealer an ress have | t that he stood for mu-
e A 2 e repeated a e sto ;
sard o PRnin thpta ot Bt nicipal = ownership and three-cent
light, and again sald that he wanted |

Peter Witt is for single tax because
he says it would furnish the city with| i {

to be mayor that he might work for
tax reforms. ‘

$8,000,000 more revenue. If Witt gets
that much more to spend, they know
Says He is Confident.
The big crowd, which overflowed

it will have to come out of someone’s
pocket.” ]
For the edification of  the slim

the three-pole tent and stood fifteen

deep on the outside, listened atten-

tively but was not wildly enthusi-

Last night was ‘“newspaper night”’
at the Harry L. Davis meeting, St
Clair-av N. E. and B. 152d-st. ”

‘When Pierre White, young attor-
ney and Davis’ aid, opened the meet-
ing at 8:30, 107 people; 1_ncludmg
three newspaper reporters, “were 1n
the tent. ‘With only & handful to
speak to, Mr. White attacked the

aper men. e
negzpdgclared that the Plain Dealer
and Press for the. past week have

crowd, which later grew to 300 or 400|
from the remains of the Dayvis auto

parade, Mr. White begged the report-

ers at least to tell their editors that astic. There was no hostile ques-
the city administration has bgaen tioning. Witt expressed himself as
guilty of a criminal offense by taking being confident of the result on elec-

money from the sinking fund for other
purposes. g

“They can’'t print that,”’ he said,
| “put they can at least ask their edi-
tors if they may.”

Lamar T. Beman then spoke, and
finally Mr. Davis took the platform
and made his only address of the
evening. Again he declared that Mr.
Witt has steadfastly refused to an- .
swer the ten questions Mr. Davis
asked him a week ago at their debate

tion day.

At the outset the speaker declared
‘that the night was the one he had
been looking toward to as it marked
the end of the campaign. He said
that people had had full opportunity
ta make up their mindsg as to who
‘they wanted for mayor.

“The Republicans have a better
selection so far as numbers are con-
cerned,” said Witt. “The Democrats
must select Pete Witt. Republicans
‘must choose Davis, the boy who will
never grow up, Norton, the old man,
or the sport.”

- Witt said that in selecting a mayor;
iyoters should be guided not by what |
the candidates claimed to be, but
what their records showed them|

in the Grays armory.
n“I charg)e that Mr. Witt has wast-
ed thousands and thousands an

thougands of your money to increase
the physical valuation of the Cle\‘r‘e-
I 1and Railway Co.,” he shouted. 851
it were not for the money put in the
Harvard-av car barns 30 per cent. of
you car riders would not be paying 4
cent. fare tonight.” b

Mr. White and Mr. Davis -both

C ed ‘that the administration has o ; !
;&agliy%d Western Reserve university = - T have never been afraid to state!

) to distribute My Dbosition,” he declared. “I have
studeflts B . always taken advanced ground. I
= think more of Pete Witt than I do
of any man that lives. I want to be
on good terms ‘with him. I have
never worried and failed to sleep, be-
cause I have been honest with my-
self. Follow the truth and: the Tre-
ward will comt in the end.”

Mayor Baker: preceded Witt at the
tent meeting. He said that the
Cleveland & Youngstown ' freight
terminal ordinance was the most im-
portant. project ever submitted to
voters for their approval.

Baker praised the work of Com-
missioner of Buildings Allen when

‘ guestioned as to why that official had
offered his resignation, effective Jan-
nary 1, following criticism ‘of ‘the
office by city councilmen.

Witt also spoke at the Johnson
house, W. 25th st., and at St. Eliz-
abeth’s hall, Buckeye rd. and H. 90th
st. At the Johnson house meeting
he said: L

“f am particularly glad to be here.
This is the town I stole.
clerk I came out here to South

| Brooklyn and seized all of the books

| and paperg before annexation details
| were completed in order to prevent

| the. village council from renewing a
-street railgay srant.” ;

" e

“Honest with Self.”

| campaign literature and that at night

: tudents have to 80 out and
géiklz Davis and Davis speakers.

—_—
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‘When city

| Norton
NORTON PLANG FO
GLOSING FIGHT

Nominee, Urged to Speak, Takes
Witt and Cheap Light
as Theme.

Organization meetings in every

150 Automobiles in Line; Friends‘d

ward of the city were held last night
| by supporters of Miner G. Norton'’s
candidacy for mayor. At these meet-
ings plang were made for working at
the polls Tuesday and election day
badges, witness and challengers’ cards
and other supplies were distributed.
among the men who will have charge’

of Norton’s campaign in the precincts.
Norton attended a- number of the
meetings and conferred with his lieu-
| tenants but made no speeches.

| His only address last night was to
la ward gathering in a hall at Mc-
' Bride ave. and Doloff rd., where he
tspoke by request. In his speech Nor-
| ton took as his theme Peter Witt's
| declaration that ‘“All have a right to
i cheap light.”

| He said he concurred in this senti-
{ ment but he wanted to ask why it -
was that when the administration of
which Witt was a part had an Op-
portunity to get cheap light it gave
a perpetual franchise to the Hast Ohio
Gas Company under which gas was
sold for thirty cents per 1,000 cubic
feet that was purchased for six cents
per 1,000. He said two-thirds of the
gas wellg in Cleveland were plugged
to keep down production. It is the
first perpetual franchise ever granted
in Cleveland,” he said, ‘“and the peo-
ple of the city are now prevented
from getting cheap light by reason of
that franchise.”

On taxation matters Norton said
the Smith 1 per cent levy law was
the only protection the people had
against excessive taxation. Without
the Smith act and with laws under
1 which there would be no restriction
of the present administration on the
size of tax levies, he declared, homs
rule would have consisted not in levy-
ing what it had in past, but a levy
to the extent that the homes them-
selves would have been taken to pay
the taxes.

The noonday of Norton

.speech

;works was postponed until tomorrow
| because of the fact that the factory
.\ cloges at 11:30 o’clock on Saturday.

GREATPARADE
HONORS DAVl

Take Candidate by
Surprise.

Friends of Harry IL. Davis gave
him a surprise last night in the form.
of an autamobile parade whien
formed in Newburg, his own district,
marched down town to meet him and
followed him out to the tent at St.
| Clair ave, and E. 152d st.

There were 150 automobiles in line,
all decorated with flags, bunting and
|Davis banners. The occupants car
jried all sorts of noise-making device
! from tin horns to bells and rattlers
¢ ihe tent they grested everyipoin
he made with a demonstration.

Davis' voice was in better condi
tion and he made his entire speec
although he did not attempt to speaf
at the other meetings scheduled.
called the attention of hig listener
to Witt’'s statement several montl‘;
ago that he always favored I
friends when awarding contracts. |

“YWhen I am mayor after .Ta,nua1
1 the man I appoint commission
will not favor his friends,” he said.

He challenged Peter Witt's stat!
ment at the peginning of the car
paign that he was “willing tq dil
cuss the street railway question
| the other mayoralty candidates sa
i fit to make it an issue.”’

willing to discuss it.

chasing many new cars.

he expect to do
commissioner? That was what
was paid to do,” said Mr.
put Davis was

| the crov

| man hotel—a hotel used - for immoral

He charged
| that Witt himself had brought the
[ street railway question into the cam-
paign, and declared that he, too, was

“wWitt claims credit for building

sixty-eight miles of lines and pur-
Seme What did

as street railway

Davis.

There were no hecklers in the tent,
interrupted several

times by encouraging remarks from

Salen |
WITT'LL RUIN CITY
IFHE WINS-SALEN

200 Children Take Part in Big .
Meeting on West
Side.

Two thousand men and women who
crowded into Charles P. Salen’s tent!
at Detroit ave. and W. 65th st. last
night were told that Cleveland was
insolvent and that “the city on the
hill” had crumbled into a mass of
ruing with nothing left to mark its
resting place, but a deficit of almost
ten million dollars.

Salen, after making this statement,
said the organization which was
backing Peter: Witt for mayor was
responsible for this condition. He
;said ‘Witt, if elected, would bury the
city in debt. :
Kiddies Attend.

An interesting feature of last
night's meeting was the appearance
of more than two hundred children,
all in grotesqile costumes, in keeping
with the Halloween gpirit, who en-
tered the tent with the mayoralty'
candidate. They gathered at Library
park, and, after parading in nearby
streets, they were taken to the tent
_in automobile trucks. The majority
of them carried signs, on which were:
appeared complimentary references to
Salen.

Virgil Marani, who was speaking
when Salen and his escort of children
entered the tent, declared it was pe-
culiar how anyone could call Salen a
‘“‘sport,”’ after such a demonstration.
Marani declarsd that Witt had no
chance to beat Salen, because Witt
was “not fit for office.”

At this point Patrick Finucan
arosé in the rear of the tent and
challenged the speaker’'s statement.

“Why is Witt not fit for office?”
Finuecan asked.

‘“‘Because he’s a man like you,”
came back Marani.

The heckler then advanced to the
speakers’ platform and waving his
arms above his head, declared
Marani would have to ‘“‘take back’”
his statement. Cries of “put-Him out,”
and “the city hall’s here,” were heard:
and several in the audience rushed |

scheduled for the Winton automobile | to the platform. A patrolman ordered

Finucan to leave the tent.

Says He's anﬂdent';.

Salen in his opening statements
said he was confident of election. In
a word or so he dismissed Miner G.;
Norton and Harry L. Davis. He de-
clared ,that they had no chance of
winning. . Witt, he said, would be out
of a city job on January 1.

“If Witt is elected we'll have g
reign of extravagance which will ex-
ceed even the Baker carnival of the
last two years,” he said.

Salen again attacked Witt's record
as street railway commissioner,
clared the administration candl
had insulted all religious orgar
tions, that he had abused veteran
the Civil war and said that his ¢
. nection = with the Norman ho
proved Witt to be a man who dréln
profits from low forms of vice. &

‘When salen had a picture of the
check, 'which he said Witt had re=
ceived for rent on the Norman hotel,
thrown on the screen, a heckler asked
him where he obtained the paper.

“Why does that concern. you more
than the check itself?” Salen asked.
‘“Many people want.to know where
weé got this check, but Pete Witt does
not deny that it’s bona-fide. He ac-
cepted money as secretary-treasurer
of a company which rénted the Nor-

purposes.”
After four or  five stereopticon
slides had been shown, the lantern
operator S$aid someone had cut the
electric light wire and that he could
show no more slides. ‘
“That’s all right,” Salen said. ‘“Ity
probably some of the city hall gav
having a good time.” P
Salen concluded his talk by sag
that the administration had ws
public funds by its method of L
ing the filtration plant.
if
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o (i :She . did nod vote beca 1
: use  she had
[}x:ot registere g, But she accompanied
; B 'Wag particularly  heavy' in
' : ‘fsalenfﬁ brecinet, One hundred votes

ad heen cast pefore 9:20 a, m. Elee.

- ‘tion officials said most of the ballots
! /for mayor were straight first choices.

Candidate Norton and his wife
(voted at precinct
o’clock,

Betting Odds for Tractioner ol think I will be elected,” said
|Norton. - “The situati Al
D[‘op, Though Clty Hall tremely good.”e situation looks ex

. : . “I feel Mr. Norton has a fine
Swings Whip Vigorously.
Pictures Stay Up.

chgnce,” Mrs. Norton ‘said.
She was the only candidate's wife
: —_— to vote.
ORGILL, AFTER TOUR, SURE; .. °

! Voting in Norton’s precinet was |
DAVIS WILL BE A WINNER also heavy. Many second-choice!

Rl > *7 votes were cast in this precinct.
| . ; : Because -of the number of ques-
‘.W|tt ls F"‘st Candldate‘ at tions 1t1p§n which to decide, voters
; were taking more than the legal
Booth; Mrs. Norton Only et

limit  of ten minutes to complete |
Candidate’s WIfe tO booths twenty-five minutes, with the;
ote. S

k : S

{“, ward 8, at 8

their ballots. Some were in 'the

permission of the booth ' dffic
‘ | #B8th_ Norton and S&len™iad AR
Most apparent early Tuesday was ished in -less than ten minutes.
the diminished confidence of “‘the|4,At DPrecinct C, ward 1, police or-
Derpocratic organization heads that/dered Isaac Vickstein, a shoemaker,
their candidate, Tractioner Witt, will|?517 Detroit ave., to remove Salen
be _elected easily.  All talk of firgt/Pictures and literature from  his.
choice election of Witt has died out,Windows on the ground it was within
Betting odds that favored Witt & tol100 feet of the voting booth.  Vick-
1 up to Monday night dropped to 10|stein, with a foot rule, measured the
to 8,. but overnight-the Witt money|distance and found that it was 103l
regained some of its confidence and|feet. The literature remained.
jwas placed at 10 to 7 that Witt'willl Davis was the 114th voter in
i be \f,he next ma,yor.. precinct Q, ward 15. He reached the
_V:ctory for Davis was the predic- booth, at E: 93d st. and Gorman ave.. |
tion of John H. Orgill, Republican|at 10:45 and completed his ballotinm
znfiinber oft theb}l)oard of elections,|in seven minutes. ;
“ter an automoblle tour of fifty-nine| “Djq you vote for the best man?”
precincts’ in wards 17, 18, 21 and 29. he was asked,

Antis See Witt Defeat.

hall, Aubyrn ave. and W. 14th st.,
{ Monday night,

tin court.
jover with by Thursday.”

8t,

ety
CANDIDATES ALL

|

MAKE ELECTION
EVE VOTE PLEAS

Witt ended his campaign at Zabel's

when he reiterated
hig platform., summed up his record
in the tractioner’s office, and hoped
Salen’s $25,000 libel suit against the
Press would be pushed in court.
“What a fine thing it would be if
Salen would sue me,”” Witt declared. |
“Then we could ask some questions
His suit, however, will be

Eary in the evening Witt ad-
dressed employees at the White auto
factory, 8t. Clair ave. and E. 79th
On his way home from the hall
meeting he stopped in at the Molders"]
union ball at Moose hall, Walnutl

.ave.

Salen Monday night, at a tent
meeting at Fulton rd. and W. 41st
st., predicted voters would return a
verdict of guilty against the city|
hall crowd. He also attacked W.!

' Burr Gongwer, now customs collec-

tor, for bossing the liquor license

_commigsion, and charged Finance.

Director Coughlin had used city sta-
tionery’ in Witt's behalf.

“The giecency—loving people of
Cleveland will not elect Witt,” Salen
said. “Tuesday will be a day that
i will 'send Baker and Witt and their
allies back to private life.”

Before 5,000 Clevelanders at three.

W

AKER SCENTS
PLAN T0 SELL
LIGHT PLANT

Rouses Councilto Pass
Measure Providing
 for Special Audit.

10 FIGHT ON, HE SAYS

FitzGerald Declares [ncoming
Administration Will Make
Institution More Efficient.

A campaign to sell the $3,000,000 '
municipal lighting plant erected by
the present city administration is al-
ready under way, Mayor Baker
charged froxﬁ the . floor of the city
.}coun‘cil last -night. - Foes of munici-'
?pal ‘ownership are responsible, he
said. f

Baker's warning that the lighting
plant: was in danger, follow_ed his

‘“You bet 1 did—and his name 4 lea ‘for the adoption of a resolution

With: the shift of confidence in the/Wasn't Witt, either,” he replied. {meetings Monday . night, Davis ipn'tro‘duced b Ciuncilma.n McGinty

! Witt camp came increased confidence| ‘‘Who's going to he the next charged = cowardice to the last on asking for ar}: audit of the lightin
in the headquarters of the other can-|mayor?”’ Witt’s part. He also again denied ‘dépa'r%ment’s Basics 0 &‘
didates. This was particularly true! “I am,” Davis answered. “I{ |@n active hand in the eleventh-hour Minority < councilmen had ques-

i

of the Davis men, who Tuesday were worked right up to the last minute
taking all the money they could; get and I'm confident the voters are 820-
on the straight proposition that Davis ing to stand by me.”
will be elected. Salen and the Nor—l :
ton forces also were confident of vic-
tory and declared themselves posi-
tive that the six-cornered race will
result in the defeat of Witt.
| City hall believes most of the bond
issues would be slashed. Finance
Director Coughlin looked for defeat
of all except the $1,600,000 issue for
elimination of Nickel Plate grade
crossings in the East End. All issues,
except the one for $1,000,000 for school
buildings, require a two-thirds affirm-
ative vote, Coughlin said.

City Hall Swings Whip.

The great Democratic organiza-
tion, controlling nearly 12,000 work-
ers, was swinging its 8,000 tougued-
whip all Tuesday. And - on each
tongue depended the job of a city
employee. From end to end of the
‘city the organization workers were
kept busy and not an opportunity
to change a vote was overlooked.

City hall and the courthouse were
deserted—every man whose job de-
pends on Democratic victory being at
work in the intercsts of the organi-
zation mayoralty and council slates.

Witt voted the earliest of any of
the six mayoralty candidates when
[‘he appeared at precinct G, ward 25,
La.t 7:35 a. m.» Mrs. Witt, not having
]registered, did not accompany him
ito the polls. ;
| “Yes, T voted a plunker for my-
;self," Witt said. “Now I'm going
‘out into the country to forget all.
about it. I'm going to stay all day.”

Salen, accompanied by Mrs. Salen,
arrived at the booth for precinct  F,
ward 1, at 9 o’clock. Salen was smil-
ing optimistically.

“Things look splendid,”’” he said. “I
believe I will win on second choice
[ votes.” 5 ; 3
'~ “I am sure Charley. will be elected,”

jappeal to anti-Germans as the sequel
! to Witt’'s pro-German tendencies,

| “They denounce the eleventh-hour
|attacks as dastardly,” declared
Davis, ‘yet Witt did not dare, to my
on my

face, make the charges
record as city treasurer that the
Democratic organization did in a

pamphlet. Witt is attempting to
crawl out of a political grave he dug
for himself.” y

Service Director Sidlo had this
to say Tuesday of the Davig-Salen
assertion that city stationery had
been used by Coughlin for circular-
izing voters: ‘

“Chairman Bulkley and I helped
Mr. Coughlin get out these circulars. |
The Democratic organization paid for}‘
the stationery.  They were mailed !
out Friday—contrary te the asser-
tion that they were held back until
the eleventh hour.

“If it can be shown that the tax-
payers’ money was used, 1’1l go jump
‘into the lake. If it isn't shown,
Pavia and Salen should go jump into
the lake.”

\tioned MecGinty’s motives i
‘i thé resolution.  THey b

/that he had voted with Democratic

{councilmen  before the eleé:bt’ion
against a continuous audit ,.‘;:lgui;g
| council. nsup eIl

‘“The municipal lighting pl Tsj’mé”gai

most significant and disputeu
of the administration,” said B
in support of the resolution. ".wh
important that the city governiuent
have a complete outside audit made’,
at this time in order to combat the |
| statements made by opponents of the
plant. N

Will Oppose Sale.

“During the next two years pres-
sure will be brought to bear to sell
the lighting plant. I dedicate myself
right now to oppose this. I will ap-
pear at every meeting to vindicate
the lighting plant. I have not the
slightest notion that my successor or
his advisers have any such notion of
selling the light plant.

“T have the greatest faith in them.
But those who have been fighting us
will try to instill this into their
| minds. On January 1 we ought to
{ have from indisputable sources ani
| audit of such character that the man

who disputed the figures would be

laughed out of court.” {
“The mayor’'s statement reveals to
! me what I had already suspected,”
| said Councilman FitzGerald in reply.
| “We are made acquainted with the
fact that the party of opposition has:
| opened a campaign against the in-
| coming administration. Mr. Baker
says influences will b brought to
bear. They are mere figments of his
imagination. The light plant under
the next administration will be run
| more efficiently and more profitably
than it has been in the past.”
Ballard’s Figures Wrong.

FitzGerald wanted to know if: Me-
Ginty’s demand for an audit at thi
fime was an admission that figures
given out by Commissioner of Light-
ing Ballard were untrue. He also
wanted to know why the audit could
not be made by the state bureau of
public accounting. The councilman
also sarcastically referred to the ac-
counting system that Democrats had
boasted of only a month ago in vot-
ing down his proposal for a council-
manic audit.

il

charged that the
light plant is sandbagging  the)
public,” said McGinty in defending
| his resolutions. It is high time that
| the public knows the facts.”
{ After the discussion the council
unanimously adopted  the resolution.
It requests the director of  public]
utilities to get prices from public ac-
countants on the cost of making an
audit of the affairs of the lighting
division to January 1.

New Bond Issue Proposed.
half-million-dollar bond

| “It has heen

Another
{ssue will be floated by the present

administration before it goes out of
office if the council passes legislatio

introduced by Councilman Damm,
chairman of the finance committee,
last night. The big bond issue is
proposed for the extension of water
mains and. the enlargement of the
present plant.

The council authorized an expendi-
ture of $100,000 for mural paintings
and sculpture_at the new city hall,
Councilman Dittrick started an in-
quiry as to why the city orwlh‘uxnc_gre-v
quiring the jettering of mun}C}pa;
automobiles had not been enforc,.

A resolution authorizing
mayor to invest $25 of t_hel
money in making Cleveland ;4
ber of the Society for Stree
ing and Rubbish Disposal %
troduced.
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SHES PLANTO SELL

DTS LIGHT PLANT

Mayor Hurls Charge in Coun-
: cil as Hot Audit De-
o bate’s On.
1FitzGerald Declares Idea is
Figment of Baker's
Imagination.

Hurling the charge that the open-1
ing gun in a campaign to sell the
municipal lighting plant’ of Cleveland
has sounded, Mayor Newton D. Bak-
er, in a heated debate with opposi-
‘tion members of city council, declared
last night that ‘the council should au-
thorize an independent audit of the
city lighting department books at
this time. ; t
The mayor’s assertion came during !
a clash centering about the adoption
of a resolution by Councilman J. J.
McGinty proposing that steps be tak-
en to start the lighting department !
audit.
" Councilman W.'S. FitzGerald an- |
swered the mayor’s attack by der_ly-_
ing that the incoming administration i
iis unfriendly to the lighting plant. |
“I agree with the mayor that a.‘
campaign has opened,” he said. ‘“‘The |
mayor has stated this with frank-
ness. The opposition party has al-
ready started its campaign against
the incoming administration. ;
“‘Mayor Baker has stated that inr
filuences will- he brought to bear to
bring about the sale of the lighting
iplant That is a mere figment of his
imagination. = I venture the predic-
tion that under the incoming admin-
istration the lighting plant will be
run more efficiently and profitably
than ever before.” S e
The ~ McGinty  resolution’ was'
adopted by unanimous ' vote after .

. iminority members of council sought |

J that the

{'to have -action' delayed by referring |
!the legislation to a committee, All

of ‘the majority members of council |

voted against reference to commit-
tee.

After this debate closed Council-
man FitzGerald sprang a surprise by
offering a resolution: calling on the

director of finance to submit a state- |

ment to council showing the list of
accounts. payable 'held uncertified in
the city auditing department, which
have been presented. to. the city for
payment and an estimate - of the
amounts of accounts payéible in ex-
cess of this total, which will be due
Jan: 1, 1916. ;

This action was taken by Coun-
cilman FitzGerald in res oy
request from Mayor-ele¢ ‘

Davis. |

. The mayor-elect had r ;
port to the effect that'c 28
have been making ‘unn¢ d.ar-
chases the past few day, er to

load: up the city departi = ... The |
FitzGerald resolution: wis' '‘adopted
without debate or discussion. Ko
In arguing for the adoption of his
resolution calling for the audit of city
lighting department bhooks, Council-
man McGinty declared the charge has
repeatedly been made on public plat-
forms that the city lighting depart-i
ment is losing money. 3 i
“If the lighting department is losing |
we: should like to know it,” he said. |
“Perhanps Mr. FitzGerald would like |

to see the Cleveland Electric Illumi-
nating Co. go over the books. We
want a fair audit by a firm of certi- |
fled public accountants.” ;

“I deny that I have ever claimed

e

the department is losing money, i
said Councilman FitzGerald. “I know ;
mnothing about it. Some three weeks
ago the gentleman from the ninth
argued against the authorization of
an independent audit for all city de-
partments.

“Now we have the spectacle of the
gentleman from the ninth arguing
for the audit of this one department.
There seems to be an inference that
an attack is to be made on the light-
ing department by the incoming ad-
ministration, that it is to pass from
the hands of its friends to the hands
of its enemies.

“That is entirely untrue and illog-
ical. * Any man elected mayor must
do all in his power to make the plant
~a Success. Any covert insinuation |
incoming council
Wwill not co-operate is unfounded.

“An audit should be made by the
| state if one is desired. I believe this
| resolution is founded more on politics

than on fairness.”

Mayor Baker urged -immediate
adoption of this resolution and
charged an attempt is being 'made to
discredit the Cleveland municipal
| lighting plant by the circulation of
| false reports in every part of the |
| country. In addition he declared that |
a Cleveland newspaper that has at-
tacked the policies of the present ad-
ministration, a few days' ago pub-
| lished an editorial criticizing the ad-
| ministration suggestion = that the
Cleveland Electric Illuminating plant
be purchased.

This editorial, according.  to the
mayor, also stated that while the
Cleveland people are not of the mind
to buy they might be of the mind to
sell a lighting plant, g

“I saw in that significant sentence
the opening gun in a campaign to
sell “ the city lighting plant,” said |
the mayor. ‘Pressure will be brought |
to bear. I dedicate myself unremit-
tingly to oppose such a policy and
when the time comes for advocating
such a movement I'll be on the other
side.” ‘ i

Council received an ordinance au-
| thorizing the issue of $500 000 adadi- |
| tional water works bonds ‘& s ordi- |
nance authorizing the ex b o of
1 $100,000 for new city hall il
|sculpture was passed. T
|A. R. Dittrick offered ':
calling upon city departm
ter city automobiles.

minority: ‘ =

///
L

‘may be a quo warranto proceeding,
B action ‘in the name of the  state |
. | questioning the right of Mr. Davis |
‘| to the ‘office. : S R
! - It has not bheen announced what
| legal talent would <Koy theesuiti i
| It was ‘understood last night that
the Democratic county executive com-
(Mittee probably . will be called dinto
session when the action has further
|Progressed, and that body asked fo
|decide whether it wishes to sponser
{the suit. . So -far the committee has

(not _had a. hand in the preparations.

JChairman R. J. Bulkley of County Executive! There is one previous court opinion
! : ; s ‘; on the’ preferential bhallot in another
. Committee Announces Legal Battle Against state, and it was recentty announced
Preferential Voting Provision. "Tole

il st

i

| that the second highest candidate in.

‘Toledo’s municipal election would con- ‘

'test the right of his opponent to take |

ioffice on the contention that prefer- |

\entjal Voting:. was unconstitutional.

| Ch e | The opinion which is on record was

| 5 7 ‘Ar' 7 |handed down in Minnesota last sum-

E arter Sy Stem 18 Ullconstltutlonal—- 3 1}.1 mer. The courts of that state held
. preferential voting unconstitutional on

x Fight tO Highest Cour{j‘ ; the ground the scheme directly dimin-

{Obtains Opinion of John G. White That City

|

ishes' the right of the voter to give
T : an effective vote fo_r the candidate of

: his choice. |
BY WA:PKER S. BUEL. Ehf The vote of the two highest candi- I

arr A b i ; o : i ecent election h I
Harry L. Davis’ right to the office of mayor of Cleveland is to . 3,%?{1 lgst;};)?ishres the result to |

;
; be challenged in the courts of Cuyahoga county and of Ohio. dussionee a0 velaadenic wasy) - |
{ A le '11 ﬁ ht t »St‘ h nstituti 1 NG ! choice. cflolce.‘choices,
} : gé ight to te ) t e constitutionality of preferential vot- s To yaeibeanl: 86,841 8515 9,821
ng, under direction of R. J. Bulkley, ¢hairman’ of thelidemo=iyRetoraWita s e - LR L

‘ratice : ive ¢ 1 $ . ! The total of the first choice votes
‘“am county executive committee, will be carried to the Supreme of all candidates was 103,229, estab-
i court of the state. . : i lishing the majority as more than half
‘ of that. Neither Mr. Davis nor Mr. ‘
Witt-had it on first choices, nor on i
the adding of their second choices to
their first choices. Adding all choices,
Mr. Davis had a total of 47,677 and
Mr. Witt 44,912, giving Mr. Davis a,
plurality of 2,765 on first, second and

i §
) It will be maintained that first, sec~ j’W‘h“i'Eg opinion:
fond and other choic : voting as pre-f

scribed in the Cleveland charter is |-
unconstitutional. «On that ground it
will be contended that Mr. Davis,
elected on a plurality of votes of o1l
choices combined, has no right to the !
office, but that Peter Witt, who re-|
ceived the greatest numbeér of ﬁrst!
choice votes cast for any candidate,]

I have thus been brought to :
an opipion contrary to that whicn |
I originally entertained, and be- t
lieve that under the provision for 11 other choices combined.
local self-government the prefer- | | Mr. Witt had a plurality of first
ential system cannot be used in | chﬁ)ic}e goftes Ofﬁ2’%94ﬁ iThusta alan‘

; | who had fewer first choice votes than | |
eloctions ' for municipal officers. [ | anbther eandidate was the one elected | |
Thus is set forth the claim of those| |under the charter. "‘

was elected mayor Nov. 2 and is .le[ux'xdertakingvthe suit that under thef yJ‘Zteggd tgign{)%ctgéc‘gaaieg'}i%a?xlr?gtggcggﬁ :
one to seat himself Jan. 1 in the ¢ air| 1°Me rule ‘sec'tion eémbodied in the of 1913. While Mayor Baker was not | |
Mayor Newton D. Baker is to leave.|9tate constitution hy amenament n elected on first choice votes, but on| |
Kirs - 1912, & municipality ma ¢ | a majority of first and second choice |
| Spéctacular Fight Looms. | : ¥ not adopt i 5 '
| Spéctacular Fight Looms |in its fundamental 14w provisions for§ votes combined of 8,225, he also had

Totally unexpected, one of the most ' yoting by first, second and other B i Tl tioice votes of)

4 ¥ 5
) Spectacular political court battles choices. ‘)"17_[(,3835 is the language of Cleveland’s
which has ever involved Cleveland is

el : Bednise I i charter providing _for preferential
anticipated as a result of this an- se the Contegtion s two fold

voting': )
- —th; 5 y y 2 : :
nouncement made last night by Chair- ab. A Davis iwias ot legally | The ballots shall be so printed |

man Bulkley: elected and that Mr. Witt was elected that each elector shall be enabled
"_ (e : | —three . results of the action are | to designate for each office the
Mr. Davis’ right to the office of |lamong the conclusions considered pos- | eandidate of his first choice, the

sible: First, an opini 1 i i
briate action to be carried to the constitutionality Ilf ?)l;e?’;:;lt?:;gvg: .ggg};eot&ers$gg£ates & |
supreme court as speedily as pos- |ling and so settling the question in e
sible. Ifavor of Mr. Davis; second, an opin-
I have consulted since election jlion that preferential voting is uncon-
a number of lawyers, and have !fstitutlonal, but that the first choice

: s oo I
obtained a careful written opinion jvotes cast Nov. 2 were legal, and

mayor will be tested in appro- ia candidate of his second choice and

from  John G. White  holding that therefore Mr. Witt was elected v
preferential voting is unconstitu- mayor; third, an opinion that prefer-
‘tional :

; L En 3 ential voting is unconstitutional, that

Fam satisfied this view is tight. therefore the whole election was ille-
We are not ready.to.say what gal, and that Mayor Newton D, Baker
form, the suit will take or who Egtirﬁg 3 ;}; IS RSO T
will bring it. \‘l’ T thes }cllosld. e‘exfcutlve o1t the lety
The outcome of the proposed  liti- | ey 1lr;g 0;1 anipthex electl?n. :

gation will have a bearing not onlyf i L nE g lad fepnieiteg :

~7 | with other Democrati . My
on the mayoralty, but on the legality [ Billlie s ol m;)tc‘liit(;gc;f:_dﬁ::t, “l:i.(;

of the election of councilmen and the ,' beside hi :
: > S 1imself actively is interested
re~electio.n of Clerk Peter J. Henry;in pushing the test of Cleveland’s
of municipal court, all of whom were " voting plan Mayor Baker ¢
¢ { an. May Baker was not
balloted on by the prefgrentlal plan.l | consulted, My, Bulkley explaining it
It deve.lops the move has bm‘, was bélieved that making the mayor
the planning since soon after elegtion. | cognizant of the move a in-
Street Railway Commissioner Wittldjrectly a party to ‘it : an1 it i
has been advised of the intended ac- | barrass him BEeg g
tiqn and approves it. It is-a posm-; “In all friendship for Mr Baker
bility that the suit may be under- | ; 2
|
)

: g we have refrained #r ting

taken in his name, although this has|,. .., ; rrom . consulting
d him,” he said, 3

not been decided.

| Which of two probable far
White’s Opinion Long Document. jactioxllw}\l\'i?ll ;:.\I:e plllz:]a?llft f;;:;s illj: |
Mr. Bulkley is armed at the start termined, Mz, Bulkley stated. B &
with the opinion, eighteen manuscriptlma,y be brought as a contested elec- &
pages, of Attorney White, head of! tion, a petition being filed in com-
White, Johnson, Cannon & Neff, con- mon pleas court in the name of an

sidered one of the most eminent con-" elector, perhaps = Mr. VWitt to set
A . / ‘
stitutional lawyers not only of Cleve- aside the election verdict on  the |
land, but of Onio, \8round ‘of - unconstitutionatity. It 3

Mr. Bulkley would make Xnown
only the concluding paragraph of the it

oo e
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within 1 it
thirty days from the time

i taken out. Within ten days after
sbe petition is filed, if it 1s sufficient,
the clerik must certify it to the coun-

ell. Council must then call a recall

| election within sixty days, unless

there 18 @ regular election within that
period.

This makes the time necessary to
gt the recsil Into effect a little over
fve months.

1.
Tasepodt Talks of Reoaill,

County Cleric Edmund B. Haserodt,
vioo chalrman of the county executive
eommittes, is one of the men who ex-|
pressed the belief that a mayor put
frrto office by a court decree. would
not be permitted by the people of
Cleveland to remain when they have
power to recall him. l

“1f the beneficiary of this suit is
@eclared mayor by court action I am
sure there will be a recall election
called, and that he will be voted out
of offloe by e large majority,” said
Clerk Haserodt.

R. J. Bulkley, chairman of the;
DPemocratic committee, who is pre-
paring to file the suit challenging the
econstitutionality of preferential vot-
ing, and in consequence the electionl
of Mr. Davis, declared emphatically
yesterday that he has no intention ot{
dropping his plan to bring the actlon.;

“Ag I have said hefore. the com-|
mittee is nat in any way responsible |
for the bringing of this suit and 1!
want to repeat,” said Mr. Bulkley.
“Consequently there is no reason why
the committee should be disrupted
on account of it. If any of the com-
mittee members disapprove the action
they have made no complaint to me.,”

The meeting which was to have
peen called by Mayor Newton D.
Baker yesterday to smooth the rufiied
feelings that threatened to' split the
Democratic committee into two fac-
tions, 'was not held, Mr. Bulkley,
seid, although he added that he had
¢onferred with the mayor about the
sult,

“We simply discussed some phases ’
of the sﬁiri;’»’ said the chairman. ;

Word reached Cleveland yesterday J
from Toledo that Mayor _Carl Keller
and Otto Hankinson had left
Cleveland to confer with Mr. Bulkley
in regard to a suit in which t_hey ex-
pect to contest the election of mayor
in that city.

Late yesterday afternoon the Dem-
ocratic comimittee chaivman said he ;
had not seen them or heard from
them.

Mayor Newton D. Baqu, when the
announcement of the suit was first
made, invited Mr. Davis to .send an
attorney to the trial, if he wished, to ,
vepresent his personal interests and
assist Director of Law Stockwell; who

./
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“Iwant to change them. That is not

KLEY WILL

- SUE DESPITE
~ PARTY SPLIT

Plans to File Petition
in Court Tomorrow,
He Declares.
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HARD BATTLE AHEAD

\Davis Likely to Insist on
Lower Gourts Hearing
Gase, Says Harris.

Bfforts of Democratic politicians to
'prevent Chairman Robert J. Bulkley,
of “their executive committee, from
filing the proposed court action to
keep Harry L. Davis out of the
mayor's chair, will prove of no avail.
Bulkley announced last night that
the suit will be flled probably to-
MOrrow.

‘“We contemplated filing ‘our pe-
tition  today,”' Chairman Bulkley
said, “but were unable to prepare it.
It will probably be filed Monday as

4 so. The rules of the game have never
‘I been defined, and it is this definition
| we are seeking through this suit.

‘Will the other side deny it would
have seized the same opportunity had
conditions been reversed?”

Beeking to make Bulkley the “goat’”
for what is now acknowledged to be
l a political blunder the majority of
I}
|}

ecutive committee yesterday declared
they were opposd to court action ta
tést the validity of the preferential
voting system.

Their stunt of “getiing from wun-
er” ‘that the party organization|
might disclaim responsibility for the:
| proposed attempt to keep Mayor-;
elect Davis out of the office for which
he 'was chosen by the people under
the law they helped enact, prevented
a meeting of the committee being
called to take aotion upon the situa-
tion.

There was talk in the morning, fol-
lowing conferences at the ecity hall,
which Mayor Baker held with Chair-
man Bulkley and Democratic Execu-
tive Committeemen Burr Gongwer
and D. J. Zinner, that the committes
would meet yesterday afternoon or
Monday. Bulkley said, however, last |
night,” that no meéeting @ had beenf
| called and that there was no present.!

intention te hold a meeting. ‘

Will Not Call Meeting. (
“T don’t feel at this time,” he said,’

the members of the Democratic ex-

a,‘

committee together. It would not be
| fair to put the matter of court acﬁi_can 1
up to the boys now. They had noth-
ing to do officially with the proposec
action. Of course, their attitude is
now one of silence or condemnation.”

Rumors were rife yesterday that
Bulkley, disgusted with the ‘desertiomn
of Democratic leaders who sought
refuge from the storm, wanted to re-
sign his chairmanship. He denied,
however, that he had any present in-
tention of resigning. Should he re-
sign, the.talk was that City Finance

Wwe haven't much more time, since
the law provide8 if an election is to |
be contested the action must be
started within thirty days after the
election.” :

Bulkley said it was undecided
whether action would be taken e
prevent Davis taking office January

for 1, should the case not be far enotig}f

advanced to determine the outcome.
He expressed the opinion off-hand
that the standing of such ‘action in
the courts would suffice to prevent
Davis exercising the functions of the .
mayoralty before a final decision
was reached,

sk
Hard Fight Predicted.
The instigators of  the proposed’

action, the Democratic chairman ex-
plained, had no hope of coming to an

|agreement with the opposing side in/
|the litigation as to a decision in the i
|lower courts that would permit thel
lcase being rushed through to the su-j
ipremse court.

will defend the charter prQ\'isioxl au-
thorizing preferential voting. Yes-
te)day it was considered almost cer=
tain that W. S. FitzGerald, Republic=
a1 minority leader in council, who is
reported to be definitely slated for

the position of director of law in the

Thig prediction of a‘ hard-foughtv

Director Thomas Coughlin would be
hig successor. It was said that May-
or Baker didn’t want the job and
that County Clerk Haserodt’s .attl-
tude, antagonistic to the proposed.
lawsuit, would prevent his advance®
ment from vice chairman of the. com-'!
mitteg. ; Bl

Both the newspapers which sup- |
ported Peter Witt for mayor and’
which are said to have indorsed ‘the
proposition of trying to keep Davis
out of the mayor's chair before public
announcement was made of the pro-
posed court test of the preferential
voting system,  joined ‘in .the: “get
from under” movement and enlisted

;/in- the anvil chorus of Democrats

that sought to make Bulkley bear ths
entire responsibility for the attack om
the ‘“Mary Ann” ballot system under
which they were beaten at the polls.

“I think the newspapers which sup-
ported Witt are unfair in coming out
against the proposed suit,”” Chairman
Bulkley said yesterday. It isn’t a

“I should call the members of the!

Davis cabinet, will
mayor-elect.

Mr. Davis announced yesterday he
will give out his  cabinet appoint-
It is under-
stood he has held the announcement

ments next Wednesday.

up to await the answer of Thomas S

Farrell,
Federation of Labor, who was offered
the position of director of public

utilities. Mr. Farrell is out of the
city.

represent the |

secretary of the Cléveland

{contest in the common pleas court
and in the court of appeals as well
ja2s in the supreme court was con-
curred In by George B. Harris, chair-
{man of the Republican county cen-
tral committee, who sald he thought |
Davis would want every opportunity
7 to defend his rights that the courts,
i tcould give.

1
f

would agree to lower court decisions
being handed down without hearing,
by agreement with opposing counsel.

He did not think Davis!|

question of sportsmanship, as they
seem to indicate. It’s a broader and
more dignified proposition, and I
think they should treat it as such. T
cannot, however, make any statement
a8 to whether they had given assur-
ance that they would support the suit
if it were filed.”

‘Witt Defends Bulkley.

Peter Witt, defeated Democratic
jcandidate for mayor, and who, it hag

Mr. Bulkley stated yesterday that !
he has no intention of resigning as |

tee and has heard nothing to indicate |
that he will be asked to resign. {
Vice Chairman Haserodt said yes-
terday that the chairman will not be |
asked to step out, that if he resigns
it will be voluntarily.
* * *
Francis V. Brady, blind attorney,|
last night announced that if Mr. |
Bulkley decides not to file his suit.|
challenging the constitutionality of !
preferential voting, he will circulate ;
petitions for a referendum. on the |
preferential voting clause-of the city
charter. 5 "
(S s *

Reports were‘ last ni
beace meeting of D

(i

*

| terday the effect the suit would have
chairman of the Democratic comrmit- | 'upon the Democratic organization,
and the probability of it engendering
factional strife within the party. He

‘unfaveorable manner in which the an-
nouncement of the proposed suit had
been received had beclouded the real
motives and facts behind what wag
to be attempted.

i said we accepted 'the rules of the

Buikley was loath to discuss yes-(been said, expects to be the benefi-
|clary if the preferential voting plan;
fis knocked out, issued ‘a statement.
|defending Bulkley and in which he
said the criticisms against the coun-
(ty chairman were unwarranted and
| would be uncalled for unless he |
(Witt) should announce he. would
qualify for office. by reason of "a
court decision. Witt intimated, there
‘could be no reasonable objections to
la test of the “Mary Ann” ballot pro-
vision in the city charter,. e

Bulkley said he had talked with
Witt sinee the.

nsisted unfriendly ecriticism and the

“Rules Never Defined.”

“The. opposition,”” he saild, “has

e and: because we were heaten

had given no definite statement as |
to what his action would be should
the outcome of the sult be favorable
to the late Democratic candidate.

Bulkley, when asked concerning his
conference with the mayor yester-
day said, ‘“While Mr. Baker expressed
himself as opposed ' to: the filing
of the suit he did not attempt to urge
me to reconsider any action I had
taken. He told me he did not believe

It was the proper time for such ac-
tion, regardless of whether the pref-|

erential system 'was
or unconstitutional.

Baker, Gongwer and Zinner de-
clined to discuss what was said at
their conferences. :

There was talk yesterday of circu-
lating petitions for signatures for a.
vote on the. proposition to gliminate §
from the charter the preferential vot-
ing provisions. If the petitions are
circulated the vote will be taken at
the April or August primaries.

constitutional

iz

Zern RT3

el D,

Mayor Baker Tuesday sent to
the state public utilities commis-
sion a letter designed to bring to
a head the city’s efforts for a re-
adjustment of Cleveland Tele-
phone Co. rates..

Council Monday night recefved |
from the commission the detailed
report of the company’s apprais-
al of its property. Appended was
the summary of reductions made
by the commission, showing a cut
of the company’s estimate from
$7,240,062 to $6,911,968.

Baker agsked the commission in
his letter whether these figures
were final and, if so, what oppor-
tunity the city would get to con-
test these values.

One’item included in the com-
pany’s figures is $778,643 for
training employes.

When Baker receives a reply,
and after council finishes its ex-
amination of the figures, steps
will be taken to fight for lower
iphone rates.

Muny Light Audit.
The utilities department filed a

+ complete
| finances by

report estimating the cost of a
report on muny light
an independent aec-
counting concern at $5000.
Legislation providing for tfhe
audit probably will be passed next

{ week.

Few Unpaid Bills. :
FitzGerald’s fear the Baker ad-
ministration is ‘“loading up’’ un-
paid bills for the next administra-;
ton is groundless, according to a
report nled by Finance Director .
Coughlin- at FitzGerald’s request.
This report shows $60,000 on
hand to meet December bills.
Overdrafts will be lower Jan. 1

than at the close of any other ad-
ministration in the city’s history,
Coughlin predicts.
Would Change Stops.
Meyers introduced an amend-
1ent to compel cars to stop on
1e “near’”’ side of all street cross-

|
|

T

BULKLEY CALLS
MEETING ON SUIT.

| Robert J. Bulkley, chairman of
{the democratic executive com-
| mittee, called a committee meet-
ing for 4 p. m. Tuesday to discuss
his proposed suit to.oust Harry L.
| Davis as mayor on the ground the
preferential ballot is unconstitu-
| tional.

Bulkley may tender his resig-
nation as chairman if committee
members insist on hig dropping
the suit plan, it was rumored.

“I feel the committee members
should know exactly what course
I propose to follow and what mo-
tives I have,” said Bulkley.

“The papers for the suit are |
ready for filing. I have no com-
[ ment'to make on the repart I may
resign.”

P. W. Harvey, appo :d wel-
fare director by mayor eiedt Da-
| vis, Tuesday declined the position.

| Lamar T. Beman was to & Mhifte’
{ ed from the post of diré of
| finance to the welfare diredt lip

and the finance directorsRipit >f-
fered to R, H. Clark, broker, 3¢02
Euclid-av.
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‘however, that an effort will be made
‘to merely cut ‘out preferential vot-

22t ing and continue nonpartisan elec-
4 1 \tions under the system employed in
K |choosing court judges. If this is at-

ltempted an effort will be made to
‘'have two propositions put up to the

R {people—one for nonpartisan elections
i land the other embodying the princi-
ads ple of party responsibility for candi-

dates.

Resignation Not Recalled. .
Bulkley’s resignation as chairman
of the committee has not been re-
called, but he probably will remain

Plans Now to Eliminate
| Preferential Ballot
Another Way.

SRS

WAY ALTER CHARTER

{Decision Against Gourt Action
~ Prevents Dexmocratic
Split,

Abandonment of the proposed suit
to contest the election of Harry L.
N Davis as mayor of Cleveland was an-
nounced last night by Robert  J. |-
| Bulkley, chairman of the Democratic
lexecutive committee.
| Court action to test the constitu-:
| tionality of the city charter provi-s
d'sion for preferential voting is not to
' be taken because of the fear of Dem-
d ocratic leaders that their party or-
‘ganization would be wrecked if they
Lattempted to seat Peter Witt in the
l mayor’s chair by knodking out the
W “Mary Ann' ballot system which
W they helped to ratify.

i Bulkley Quits Reluctantly.
¥ It was admitted with reluctance
:that Bulkley surrendered to the par-|
W tisan pressure put upon him: not to
W filo the court petition he had. DIe-
Ibared. He still Insists  Witt, was.
M the Democratic organization, the prefr
M erential voting is a delusion and.a
A snare. ;
M He came to-his decision not to cton-
test Davis’ election last night after
a day spent in conference with Witt
and other Democrats interested .in
the matter. When he finally decid-
ed not to press a contest he prepared
a statement explaining that he did }
not care to place himself in an at-i
titude antagonistic to the Democrat-
jc committee, of which he is the head.
Though Davis will be permitted to
enter upon the office of mayor and
| serve the term for which he has |
been elected without a contest from’
th Democratic organization, the pref-
erential voting system is:to be at-
tacked in another way, it is said.
Bulkley was influenced by this fact

paign for the elimination of prefer-
ential voting. He believes in party
responsibility and favors a return to
the provisions of the Ohio municipal
code in the election of city officers.
He clearly outlines his opposition to
the present system in his statement,
telling why he abandoned the pro-
posed contest of Davis’ election.

The statement follows:

In deference to requests made by
practically every member of the
Democratic executive committee and
by Mr. Witt I have reluctantly de-
cided to have nothing more to do
with the proposed election contest:
questioning the right of Mr. Davis
to/the office of mayor of Cleveland.

I firmly believe that under our
constitution the second and third
choice votes could not rightfully in-
fluence: the result of the recent elec-
tion and that Mr. Witt was legally
elected mayor.

I became interested in contesting
Mr. Davis’ right to the office because
of a sense of duty to Mr. Witt and
to those who voted for him. Per-
sonally I still believe this contest
should be made, but the request of
Mr. Witt and the committee per-
suades me that a majority of those
who voted for Mr. Witt now prefer
to acquiesce in the result of the
election as declared.

Some of the criticisms ‘of the pro-
posed contest should be briefly
noticed. It has been alleged that
two years ago Mayor Baker’s elec-
tion resulted from a count of second
choice votes, whereas the truth is
Mr, Baker led on first choice hu oxn
ample margin and the only ¢vgisoxd
the second choice count was | 9rgT
duce his margin over Mr. iygrad
There was nothing in the L :tiq';
two years ago which could ¢
be construed as binding any suﬂ‘,unq
er of Mr. Witt to refrain from ques-'!
tioning the constitutionality of pref-
erential voting.

There has been some loose talk
about ' changing the rules of the
game after the game has been
played. Of course, no such thing
has been contemplated, nor would it !
be possible. If the charter rules of
count are unconstitutional now they .
have always been unconstitutional
and have never been the rules of the
game.

The daily newspapers have all
based their criticisms of the pro-
posed action on this totally unwar-
ranted assumption. In a question
arising in their own business they
would, of course, attack the validity
of any adverse statute which their
attorneys might advise them was
unconstitutional, and they would at-
tack it at the time it was hurting
them. Constitutional questions arise
usually as the result of some person
being injured by the operation of

in reaching his decision to refrain| gsome law in contravention of his
from a court attack.:@ It 1is ‘mow|  constitutional rights. None of us
[ planned to make a campadign for an| feel under any obligation to raise

moot questions to establish theories
about constitutional law, and I rec-
ognize no such obligation in the pres-

lamendment to the Cleveland charter,
leliminating preferential voting. At
{the meeting of the Democratic com-

i ent case.

mi T ia i ’ g e

mittee Tuesday this plan was fayor Our present constitution is not an
~:ab1y discussed and Mayor Baker Te- | gantiquated instrument, but was
‘quested to prepare a proposal for ' amended and ratified only three
:.Vamending the charter. vears ago. The very purpose of hav-

ing the constitution is to safeguard
rights as voting
against such errors and delusions as
are involved in our so-called prefer-
ential system. It will before long
become apparent to the voters that
our charter provisions are not adapt-
ed to give proper weight to the
preferences as expressed by the
voters. It is even probable that in
the past election more voters ex-

¥ Plan Charter Change. | such important

} ' This proposal in the form of a reso-
| | lution, will be introduced in the city
council probably this month and be
acted upon before the Davis admin-
istration takes office. The proposal
adopted by the council will be sub-
mitted to the electorate of the city
probably at the presidential prima-
¥ ries on the last Tuesday in April. pressed a preference for Wigt over
The majority of the Democratic €om- | g]aév1:;lte};agftcc)gulr)]?v;?eogfjgh“tf}lgé ?ﬁ;
mittee personally favor a return to l returns do not show whether this be

(% the former system of voting in mu- true or not.
fnicipal elections in which nomina- The abandonment of this contest
tions were made at primaries by the|™Goes not meet with my approval, but
2 ex and party emblems! my connection with the Democratic
executive committee is such that
any action of mine is interpreted as
the action of the committee, and un-
der such circumstances I do not feel
free to go forward against the judg-
ment of members of the committee.

Witt Agrees to Action.

Bulkley did not surrender until
Witt gave his consent yesterday aft-
l ernoon to the dropping of the pro-
posed lawsuit. The: committee chair-
man and the dereated mayoralty
candidate held several meetings dur-
ing the day. Witt finally said if the
Democratic committee had no desire
to test the legality of preferential
voting he would advise dropping the
suit since he had mno personal in-
terest in the outcome. In a state~
ment issued later Witt said any per-
| sonal interest he had in the job of
| mayor ceased on the night of the
election. At the same time he ques-
tioned the legality of preferential
voting and declared had the suit
I been begun and won he would not
| take the office. Because of this fact
and the opposition of the Demo-
cratic committee to the proposed
litigation, he said, he advised Bulkley |}
to quit. 1

Democratic leaders feared until the
| last minute that Bulkley could not
be dissuaded from contesting Davis’
election and they were jubilant last
night, claiming their party machine
had been saved, whatever might be
the effect upon the political fortunes

of their county chairman.

The backdown of the defeated
Democrats in Cleveland had no effect
on a similar situation in Toledo.
There attorneys for George A.
Murphy filed suit to contest the elec-
tion of Mayor-elect Charles M. M2
roy. Murphy, who was one X

| defeated mayoralty candidat g
| formerly a police chief in Tol:

| suit is based on the claim tk 4

erential voting 1s unconstitu

| W/ete placed at the head of the re-|
\ lipective tickets. There is a suspicion, |

the party chief and manage the cam-

LEY ST
Il

BULKLEY
DROPPEL

Chairman
Ouster Efforts When De- |
feated Candidate Says
He’s Disinterested.

‘Abandons Davis

Decision Means Chief of Ex-
ecutive Committee Won’t
Resign; Harmony
Restored.

PUBLIC OPINION FORCES
BACK DOWN, SAY SOME

Probability of Recall if Witt|
Were Seated Was De-

V.t

| years ago.

stitutionality of preferential voting.
‘“There has been some loose talk
about ‘changing the rules of the game

efter the game has been played.’ Of
eourss, no such thing was contemplat-
ed, nor would it be possible. If the
charter rules of count are unconsti-
tutional now they have always lbsen
unconstitutional and have never been
‘the rules of the game.’ :
Declares Newspapers Wrong.

‘““The daily newspapers have all
based their criticisms of the proposed
action upon this totally unwarranted
assumption. In a question arising in
their own business they would, of
course, attack the validity of any ad-
verse statute which their attorneys
might advise them wag unconstitu-
tional and they would attack it at tha
time it was hurting them.

“Constitutional questions arise
usually as a result of some person
being injured by the operation of
some law in contravention of his con-
stitutional rights. None of us feels
any obligation to raise moot ques-
tions to establish theories about con-
gtitutional law and I recognize no
| such obligation in the present case. |

“Our present constitution is not an
antiquated instrument, but was
amended and ratified only three
The very purpose of hav-
ing a constitution is to safeguard
such important rights as voting
against such errors and delusions as

cision Factor.

are involved in our so-called prefer-

¢ ential system.

No

eourt action Willn be

| 4y¢ will before long become appar-

ent to the voters that our charter

brought to challenge the right of | provisions are not adapted to glve

Harry L. Davis to enter office
Jan. 1 as mayor of Cleveland.
R. J. Bulkley, chairman of the
Democratic eounty executive
committee, made this statement
last night after a long confer-
ence with Peter Witt, defeated
candidate, who, according to the

contention of Mr. Bulkley, was
rightfully elected.

In explaining his position last night |

Mr. Bulkley said:
“In deference to requests made by

| practically every member of the Dem-

ocratic executive committee and Mr.
Witt, I have reluctantly decided to
have nothing more to do with the

! proposed election contest questioning

the right of Mr. Davis to the office of
mayor of Cleveland. :
Believes Witt Hlected.

“T firmly believe that under our |
constitution. the second and thirdu U
choice votes could not rightfully in- | ocratic

fluence the result of the recent elec--
tion and that Mr. Witt was legally

elected mayor. *

“T pbecame interested in contesting |
Mr. Davis’ right to the office because
of a sense of duty to Mg. Witt and to
those who voted for him. :

“personally, I still believe that this |
contest: should be made, but the re- |
guest of Mr. Witt and the committee
persuades me that a majority of those
who worked and voted for Mr. Witt
now prefer to acquiesce in the result
of the election as declared.

“Some of the criticisms of the
proposed contest should be briefly
noticed. It has been alleged that two
years ago Mayor Baker’s election re-
sulted from a count of second choice
votes, whereas the truth is that Mr.
Baker led on first choice by an ample
margin and the only effect of the
second choice count was to reduce his
margin over Mr. Davis. There was|
nothing in the election two years ::Lgol
which could possibly be construed as
binding any supporter of Mr. Witt

proper weight to the preference as ex-

pressed by the yroter. It is even

| probable that iri the past election

i ore voters exipressed & preference\
for Witt over lDavis than for Davis
over Witt, buts the rules of count are I

suech that the returns do not show
whether this be true or not.

“The abandonment of this contest
does not meet with my approval, but
my connection with the Democratic
executive committee is such that any
action of mine is interpreted as an
action of the committee and under
such circumstances I do not feel free
to go forward against the judgment
of members of the committee.”

'The decision of the Democratic |
chairman came at the end of a day
| which he had promised his commit- |
| tee members at a meeting Tuesday !
i would, be given to thorough consid-
cration of all phases of the election
#uit question, and to conferences with
Mr. Witt and others interested.

Mr. Witt at the close¢ of his consul-
tation with the county leader gave

oul a statement in whigh hg said he
had advised My, Bulklei ., |
'his plan of Dringing 8d been Geme

the constitutionality = was believed
voting, by which syshave regarded
was elected. the courts and

Mr. Bulkley’s decisio.. in recalling
the suit wasl not unexpec
leaders, most of “+ the ci
! lieved, after the committee ;n,f ctﬁ‘
. Tuesday, that he would abandoizing |
project. The decision means that.all
Bulkley is in complete accord agan
with members of the executive com-
mittee, and that he will retain the
county chairmanship,

He made the statement Tuesday,
after his offer to resign had been re-
fused by the committeemen, -that if,
after a day of deliberation and con-
sultation with others interested in the
suit, he decided it was his duty to |
proceed with the suit, he would insist |
that his resignation as chairman of |
the committee be &ccepted |

It is known that Mr. Bulkley went
to the committee meeting Tuesday}
with the intention of carrying through
the court fight against Mr. Da.vis"
election in defiance of the wishes of
the committee. When he stated his
posit ‘'on and was greeted with a storm

of protests he offered his resignation.
{ He was surprised, he said, at the
refusal of the committeemen to ac-
cept it, and their attitude led him
to promise he would hold up the suit,
which was then ready for filing, for
another day in order to consider
which way his duty lay.
Circumstances were such, also, that
e did not feel justified in deciding
either to abandon or to press the:
suit witho onsulting Mr. Witt and g
v. 4 —ersy T ‘;‘V‘hgn Mg{ iy
ave his consent yesterday atter
%0 the dropping of the case Mr. _Bu\k—
ley decided to be guided by his ad-
€.
war. Witt, who has stated repeated-'
ly since election that he had lost all
personal interest in the' mqyoralty
and did not want the job, in his state-
ment issued vyesterday declares his
belief is unchanged that preferential
mmethod  of voting is of doubtful
lidity.
vaﬁ% ysa.id, however, - that™ if the
Democratic committee has no desire
to ascertain ‘its validity, and, as he
himself has no interest personally in
the case, it is advisable to drop the
it. ;
suli is ‘known that while Mr. Witt
and other friends of Mr Bulkley
would like to see the validity of pref-
erential voting tested in the courts,
they believe Mr. Bulkley woubld_ be
making too great a sacrlﬁce. political-
ly to resign his chairmzu_)shlp, and to
push the suit through single handed
in deflance of the wishes of the or-
ganization. For this reason, among.
others, Mr. Witt favored abandoning
the idea. e

The chief reason for opposx‘.aon
shown by members of the organiza-
tion to the court contest was the un-
favorable reception given by the pub-
lic to the announcement of his inten-
tion to attack the constitutionality of
preferential voting, when the. an=
nouncement was given out by Mr.
Bulkley a week ago. /

Organization leaders also believed
that even if the preferential ballot
were set aside by the supreme tg
there would be no immegio.tg

| to the Democrats. K

| court order Mr. Witt ha,

l o the mayor’'s chair, it

i {hat the people would

| as unfair the appeal t(_) ‘
would have lost no timet
him from office.

Qome political clubs abou®
adopted resolutions. condemning
proposed court action and pled§
themselves to work for the re@y
of Mr. Witt if he should gain the
mayoralty by a judicial order.

Mr. Bulkley’'s friends reasoned that
if, after breaking with the ”innllt'-
tee, he persisted in fight:mng h1§ suit
through the courts and lost, his po-
litical future would bhe rumged. %

The formal statement given out
by Mr. Witt follows:

I have nothing to add to the
statements T have already madse,
except to say that any neymnal
interests I had in the .JOb of
mayor, ceased on the mnight of
Nov. 2. :

Despite my belief that the
present preferential method of
voting is of doubtful moral and
legal validity, nevertheless, at no
time have I changed my DOSi-
tion: as announced the day after
election, that under no circum-
stances would I take the posi-
tion, should a suit be brought
and prove successful.

That being the case, Aand
since the Democratic committee
has no desire to ascertain the
validity of the preferential plan
of voting, I advised Mr: Bulkley
to drop the proposed suit.

AL SO,

|
|
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WILLIAM M. KELLEY, Editor. :
W e e e o el T G
| A DEMOCRATIC DEMOCRAT.

Newton D. Baker, of Cleveland, is again a private citizen, but
he is still in public life. He has done too much and has shown
himself too great a democrat (small d) to be allowed to retire. He
is also a Democrat who has given good account of himself. A big
man in Cleveland, where he has just retired from the office of

mayor, he looms up a bigger figure in the State and Nation. More .

will be heard of him. That he is not without honor in his own
country is shown by this editorial from the Cleveland Plain Dealer:

“It is given to few men of Newton D. Baker’s years to have
accomplished as much in public service as may rightly be credited
to the Mayor of Cleveland, who retires from office with the closihg
year. For fourteen active years Mr. Baker has served the people
of this city in increasingly responsible positions. Never have the
voters failed to give him an endorsement.  When Judge Clarke
referred to the mayor’s initials as standing for ‘Never Defeated,

- he was well within the truth, for Mr. Baker has never been re-

jected at the polls. First appointed by Tom L. Johnson assistant
director of law in 1902, he was advanced to the directorship one
| year later. Before the year ended the office had been made elective,
and Mr. Baker was chosen by popular vote to fill a post for which
Mayor Johnson deemed/him so well fitted. Re-elections followed
in 1905 and 1907, and in 1909 he was the sole survivor on his ticket.
Twice elected mayor, his record of unbroken victories was con-
tinued for another four years. Other men have been successful
in politics, but the annals of municipal progress offer no parallel
for the career of Mr. Baker. The period of his service has been
one of marvelous development for the city—development in civic
ideals as well as material expansion. As law director, city solicitor

and as mayor, Mr. Baker has been spokesman and interpreter for

the city’s conscience. In the people’s name and by their authority
he has builded with enduring materials. Tom L. Johnson was the
pioneer and Newton D. Baker followed in his footsteps to build
on the foundations his mentor and personal friend laid. The work

of either would lose its finest quality except for the supporting
strength of the other.”

The editorial refers at length to
to Cleveland and contains this
picture of the man as a leader:

“As leader of the new militant democracy in Ohio,

paragraph, which sums up the

as advocate

of the new State constitution, as father of the new Cleveland city:

charter, as an advocate of every forward movement for the betfer-
ment of social conditions—as spokesman of progress against
reaction, the mayor has always been on the firing line and always
ready to sacrifice personal convenience to the public welfare”

Mr. Baker’s invaluable service
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