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J. Harvie \

Dear Jack and Kay: Thaok you very much, but Jack, you're not going
to get off by shifting the burden of granting me equal time to an occasion
for dear Lewis. Ihave my eyes set for yoﬁ at some event when I hope
you will least suspect it!

I would like to indulge in a prologue, for though there will be no stage
tonight, I really think we ought to have the benefit of a prologue. I am indebted
to Tennant Bryan, who passed on a clipping to Alan Donnahoe, who in turn
passed it on to me this afternoon. I read you a paragraph from a publication
called "The Altermative", January 1972. Ihad never heard of "The Alternative”,
but for my purposes there is no better alternative tonight! "Opposition to Powell
was doomed from the outset. His introductory appearance before the Senate
Judiciary Cc mittee provides a glimpse of wﬁat the liberals were up against.
Powell was accornpani.ed by the entire Virginia Congressional delegation, two
Senators and ten Representatives, including five Democrats. The Attorney
General of Virginia, the President of Washington & Lee University, a brace of
IL.aw School Deans, four _former Presidents of the American Bar Association, .and
a partridge in a pear tree. Powell himself had been President of both the ABA
and the American College of Trial Lawyers. To cap it all off Powell had served
for nearly three years as a combat intelligence officer in World War II, receiving

the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star. It is not recorded whether a choir of



angels actually made an appearance on Powell's behalf, but one seasoned
Senator was heard to mumble under his breadth, "Hell, hg: don’t want to be
confirmed.. He wants to be canonized!” Not being of papal persuasion, it is
not within my province to indulge in a canonization, but being of an imperious
nature, I'm iclined to indulge in a coronation. I will therefore ask Tom Jarman
to unveil the first of the pictures he has. It's called the Twelve Great ]ustices
Of All Times. This is a blowjup from a Life Magazine caricature. Now, Tom,
if you wi unveil the next one, the coronation will have taken place -- the 13th
Great Justice of all times! (A picture of Lewis Powell)

When Jack and Kay asked me to perform this both duty and pleasure tonight,
I had very mixed emotions because as Jack has said Lewis and [ have had a
wonderfully warm and to me an exceedingly meaningful relationship. On the
other hand, I was magnetized by the praise that Randall used. He said, "Harvie,

you and Lewis have had virtually a partnership in life.” This overwhelmed me
because I realized that Hunton-Williams owes me one damn big percentage of

back profits! And so, Merrill and dear Bob, I trust you will convert a reasonable
amount of the firm's net worth to liabilities, called accounts payable! I'Il have
my accountants talk with you. Lewis, in reality, we really paid you in retrospect,
it seems to me, the fees we have over the years more to keep you from joining
with any opposition that might appear to us. We did not pay ydu, Heavens knows,
for affirmative services, for as soon as you could really help us in what is

called the Third Battle of Manassas you go and disqualify yourself!

As I have said, the occasion is indeed a mixed one for me, for there is

double joy and sadness compounded. There is joy at the recognition of your



talents and sadness at the inevitable diminishment of our contacts with you.
And though =ing human we are sad tonight at your departure, we are remin d
of the admoni‘tions of the great Roman orator, Cicero, who, in that wonderfi
little essay "On Friendst »", said, "Greaf anguish for one’'s own inconvenie es
is the mark of a man who loves not his friend but himself. "

There are some things I remember so vividly from the days of ouf youth.
I shall not relate them all to your embarrassment but there are one or two that
the group here assembled I am sure would be interested in. We attended McGuire's
School, now no longer extant for we could not produce progeny fast enough to
sustain the school. There you received the foremost medal the institution had
to offer, known as the Jack Gordon Memorial Medal, and I think always of you
in that context. The medal was created because we had the honor system at the
school and that had been a great tradition. On this particular day Headmaster
John Peyton McGuire had come back into the room when there was a great deal
of talking going on and he had asked for silence when he left the room. Upon his
return he asked who started the talk. Nobody responded. Nothing more was said.
He went to his home and that night at 1:00 A. M. he was awakened by the doorbell
and there was Jack Gordon and his father. Mr. McGuirerwelcorned them in as
only he would do, with complete mystification, Iam sure, and Jack's father said,
"Mr. McGuire, Jack did not report to you today that he was the one who started
the conversation. And he came to say it and to tell you before the next sun was
up. " Well, this has been really a hallmark of your character all of your days.
Idon't think you would really know how to do anything wrong unless you assembled

some of your more nefarious partners to contrive it for you.



I remember you at McGuire's as a first baseman. Your passion was to
be a pitcher, which you son did do, with far greater distinction than you, and
I can see you now with the same lanky frame you today possess stretching off
first base, and there was always a damn gap between the bottom of your tr‘ousers
and the top of 'your socks. But you seemed to me to be so very effective, and that
has been a second hallmark of yours.

And my last recollection that I shall recite from our prep school days reflects
from a group of us munching sandwiches as only boys can munch them. The
vast majority of us were going to the University of Virginia. And we said, "Lewis,
of course you are coming with us.” He said that he would be going to Washington &
Lee. And afterwards he and I were puttering around somewhere on the grounds and
I said, "Why are you going to Washington & Lee?” He said, "There are just too
many of us going to the University of Virginia and I think I should strike out on
my own. " And that, too, has been a great hallmark of your own bécause you have
created your own path and you have stuck to it with assiduity.

The last fecollection of childhood I shall bring forth, indeed it was young
manhood, was a trip you took me on starting iﬁ Boston and we éame to New York,
Philadelphia, Washington, and finally, Richmond, and this involved a great
compliment you paid me. You said, "Harvie, I've got all these girls and I want
to make up my mind. It's time I got married. [ want you to look at these girls.
We'll spend a night or two in each town and go out and have some fun. I want you
to advise me." Then I said, "Well, of course, you couldn't possibly have a better
man because I have no prospects myself. I might pick up one of your discards!"

So, we really traversed the Eastern Seaboard. The girls were obviously crazy



about Lewis, and I recite this because basically these gentlemen who have
known you only as your judicial mien has grown (it has only been denied a beard and
seeing Charles Evans Hughes in that caricature we look for that from you in due
course), cot | not realize what a gréat ladies man you were in your twenties.
To show you g;entlemen how this very fact I have recited -~ you think inr jest --
had perculated North, at the Philip Morris Christmas luncheon (a significant
occasion at which Lewis this past Wednesday was the honored guest and at Whicﬁ
he received, among other things, this great robe), they told a story of Lewis’
goihg to see Dr. Rucker, one of Virginia's most famous obstetricians. And
here is how the story goes. Dr. Rucker said, "Lewis, what are you doing here?"
Lewis responded, "I've come to see you personally”, and Dr Rucker, who,like
most men in medicine, was exceedingly busy and said, "Go in and take off your
clothes. I'll examine you. I can't talk to you until you take off your clothes. "
And he said, "What's the matter with you, Lewis?" And Lewis said, "I'll tell
you, Dr. Rucker. I've got stars in my eyes and I can't see. I'm very much
much in love.” He said, "Oh, my goodness, Lewis, who are you in love with?"i
He said, "I'm in love with Josephine, your daughter."” Dr. Rucker said, "Why,
Lewis, I always knew you were a supreme courter}"

I shall not detail those biographical knowns -- your legal prowess, your
distinguished war rccord, your many recorded and outstanding services to
city, state and nation. These are clear to your admiring friends here assembled
and are, as you are too modest to admit but instinctively must know, etched
in our minds and our hearts. They are furthermore set down in the annals of

recorded time. We, your friends, are here tonight to express our admiration



and indeed our affection for you and who would deny that friends are life's
fairest furniture? With our admiration and affection we wish to undergird you
as you enter the frays of the Court. Always be advised and know well we hold
you in inestimable esteem as a man, a lawyer and a great friend.
When President Nixon nominated you for the Court, he coupled you with

John Marshall. I doubt if the President was aware of two attributes of that
well known man. On one occasion the Court during Marshall's period of
administration concluded they were drinking too much and they imposed a rule
on themselves that they would drink only when it was raining. When the Chief
Justice felt the need for bourbon he would turn and say to his brother Justice,
"Brother Taney, it's raining somewhere!”™ On another occasion the Great Chief
Justice was in Philadelphia and at one of the inns with some friends. He was asked
to compose a verse with the word paradox in it. He chanced to look out of the
door at the time and saw two Kentucky colaieltypes at the bar of the inn and
he quickly responded to the request of his friend:

In the blue grass region a paradox was born

The corn was full of kernels

And the colonels full of corn
And so you see, dear Lewis, the heritage to which you have been denominated
the heir by no lesser a person than the President of the United States! And
when we your friends call on you seriatim in the outer reaches of the Court, we
expect you to have a bottle of bourbon in the bottom of your desk which you will

bring out and say, ''Brother Wilkinson, it's raining somewhere!”



Lewis, you have meant so much to the institution represented here
this evening. Not only have you given us distinguished guidance legally,
with Merrill and Bob doing all the work, but you have always manifested superb
general judgment and that is not a trait found often, especially in brilliant men.
You are gifted with it to a great degree and in our corporate councils in the future
we shall vividly remember your talents and you as a leader amongst us. It is
true you' are appointed an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States. But we, who have Anglo-Saxon inheritance, have worked and played
with you and believe deeply, with vdue deference to the Chief Justice, in the maxim
of the Scots that wherever McGregor sits is the head of the table.

As you go to Washington we want you to carry abiding knowledge that we
in Virginia could never say Adieu to you, only Au Revoir. As a light for your
path, we want you to know that we who have lived with you are deeply persuaded
that you are in the autl;lentic tradition of the 18th Century giants from this state,
and we send you forth as our most felicitous personification of Virginia once
more in the 20th Century contributing her sons to the front of the national stage.
As a member of the galaxy with which you will be associated, and here I pause
to say I would not disappoint those who deem me a Latin scholar, you will
scintillate and most surely be Primus Inter Pares. Corporately speaking -~ in
no sense personally -- we employ the words of one of the great Presidents of
your umniversity, who on a comparably sad occasion said to the remnants of the Army

of Northern Virginia: "(We) bid you a fond and affectionate farewell. "



Mr. Powell

Mr. Chairmah, whether it be you Kay, ory
Jim, and Harvie and Ed, and old friends a.nd col
played f st base. I've been caught off base tonight. He had a manuscript
and I do not. We did take the same Latin courses at McGuire's, but he led
the class and I was at the foot of it. Harvie, I do thank you very sincerely
for about half of what you said. If I can edit that [ may send it to my children.

I was interested in Harvie's reference to the Jack Gordon medal at
McGuire's School. He eulogized that medal. The fact is that he received
it the year before I did!

I was not too disappointed to be canonized here tonight, although I
was a little unprepared for the exact form of it. [ had expected rather
something that related to Cool Green and in préparation for that I wore
a Philip Morris robe. Ithink Gordon Crenshaw may appreciate this. I
hope somebody will report to Joe Cullman that I wore it this evening. I'm
to be swc  in at the Court on the 7th of January. I'm not quite sure yet
whether I'll have the nerve to wear this up there.

I went into the Courtroom on Tuesday, the first time I had been to
the Court s.ace [ was confirmed, and I noticed that all of the justfces have

different chairs. And the only comfortable chair I've had since I've been



on the Board of State Planters Bank (I know that's the wrong terminology
but I'm used to it) is the one that they finally bought about six months ago.
It would be some what incongruous. All of the other chairs are black and
this one is that sort of dirty brown. I've been giving some thought as to
whether or not I might sort of change the color scheme up there.

The past few weeks have not been the easiest weeks in my life. I
said to Alan in the presence of others during the cocktail hour that for
reasons which I understand involve a lot of high politics I went through
the confirmation process without the trauma that my fellow nominee suffered,
and yet, it was not all without some disadvantages and a few dai‘ts and arrows
were thrown here and there. I won't take your time to go into many of them,
but I wish you could have heard the lady who represeﬁted Women's Lib,
talking about your fellow Director. She called me a sexist and at first I
thought that was a compliment! She then went on to say that she was opposed
to me for a number Gf reasons, not the least of which was when I was President
of the American Bar Association I had not supported a proposal that would
have integrated restrooms for male and female patrons in all public facilities.
And she was dead serious.

I was cornered in the corridors of the Senate Office Building by half
a dozen or more Women's Lib people who ambushed me as I came out of
a Senator's office late one afternoon and I had a rough exi)erience. I started
off on the wrong foot and was completely defeated. Itried to be agreeable
and I said, "Ladies, I've been married 35 years, I have 3 daughters and

2 granddaughters, and ['ve got to be for you." And a spokesman for the



group looked at mr - without the slightest twinkle of humor and sai” "That's

what all you men ay!" ;
Whén I saw t.._se covered pic res over there, I ha;_d no idea what was

in them. It sort of made me shiver a little because I thought with rheir

white sheet covering they reminded one of the Ku Klux Klan and t t reminded

me of what was published in Alan Tonnahoe's principal competito s paper

here in Richmond, the Afro-~American, on November 6, 1971. The headline

said, "Powell Temed a Court Choice." This goes on to say in talking about

your law firm, Merrill, and your law firm, Bob -- no longer min~ --, "This

law firm provides legal services for the Richmond Klansmen as well as for

the John irch Society. The Birchites have the same credentials - the

Klan except the white capes."” And then after a few other generotv - comments

the Afro-American article says, "Powell's legal firm is notorious for unsavory

tactics and has often used the legal route to persecute the gospel ministry

and the churches as well. It is quite evident that this firm had a strong

control of the state police operations and of the trial justice courts as well. "

I hope you gentlemen will remember the- This is one of the best ads we ever

had! "They have used false fines to discourage any person opposing the sins

of Vepco. '

T

I don't quite understand that. "They have been instrumental

in perscns being fired from employment even in government civil service
jobs. This man Powell is very subtle. " Harvie, you didn't get this. "He
assumes the role of saint on the outside whereas underneath he is a genuine
racist. If there ever was one, some of our viewers even consider he is

probably the Grand Dragon of the Klan in the State of Virginia. " So you



can see why I was a little nervous when I came in here this evening. I
saw those white sheets over there. ’,

But | 1e worst thing that happened to me (I'm nct su1"e even tonight ;hat
my marriage remains on firm foundation) is a letter which came to me from
the proprietor of a modest restaurant in New York, and I'll read you the

entire letter, dated the very night of my nomination:

"Dear Mr. Powell:

We are delighted to learn that the President of the United States

has nominated you for the Supreme Court. You have our warm, sincere
wishes for a speedy confirmation and we hope that your new office will not
keep you and Mrs. Powell from your regular visits with us every month. "

Well, this friend of mine sent this letter to my residence and Jo opened
it, and when I came home that night she said, "Lewis, the last time you took
me there was two years ago!"” I was in New York night before last and Jo
was coming up to join me. Iknew I had to do something. So I arranged it
for her to come up on a later airplane and I went over to the restaurant and
I gave the fellow $100 and said, "Look, I'm bringing Mrs. Powell and my
daughter over here tonight and I want you to say, 'l thought you were Mrs.
Powell' . Well, I won't bore you with our problems about that.

I'll be serious for about 2 minutes, and no more. This is an occasion
both joyful and sad for me. And as the 3rd approaches when I go on your payroll
publicly, going off of your payroll privately, Ihave the same sort of misgivings
each of you would have if you were leaving: the associations of a lifetime and

to a certain extent, the City of Richmond, the State of Virginia and the institutions



here with which you and I have been associated for many years, I think

the President suggested I was not provincial. He doesn't know me very

well. I am provincial and I have the deepest feeling for Virginia that I

suppose any man could have. I have the same sort of feeling for our
institutions and for the merit of our citizens. >I'm sure they are just as

great in Utah @d perhaps in every other state, yet for me they are special
here., And Ihave cherished the great privilege of having been born and

raised here. Ihave spent all of my life here except for military service.

I have considered it one of rnyb greatest privileges to be associated with what

I still think of as State Planters Bank, and more recently as UVB. In the

course of a lawyer's life he, in the discharge of his duty, represents a good
many people and occasionally a corporation or two, with whom he may have

a little sympathy. Sometimes he represents business interests, the public
usefulness of which he may question. Our legal system provides for and

indeed depends upon the right of every individual and every corporate enterprise
to be represented by counsel whose duty is to do the best he can to see that
justice is done for that individual or for that entity. And I have felt about

State Planters Bank and UV ‘ecently the constituent members of UVB
that we were leaders in a movement in Virginia which has been enormously
beneficial to all of the people of this Commonwenlth. And the gentlemen in

this room, and if I may say so, particularly, the gentlemen at the head table
plus three or four of you who are seated in front of me, provided the leadership
for the great breakthrough in our state in exparnding the type of banking services

which have becn so necessary for the future welfare of the Commonwealth,



And as I leave you I am proud to say that I have been a part of that movement.
I pass the baton on to Merrill and to Bob and I leas . confidence that
you will vcarry on.

Ithar each and every one of you for comiﬁg this evening. I know
many of you have come from long distances an~ -teat inconvenience. I shall

long remember this evening. Thank you very much.









I remember you at McGuire's as a first baseman. Your passion was to
be a pitcher, which you son did do, with far greater distinétion than you, and
I can see you now with the same lanky frame you today possess stretching off
first base, and there was always a damn gap between the bottom of your tr.ousers
and the top of your socks. But you seemed to me to be so very effective, and that.
has been a second halimark of yburs. |

A'ndi my last recollection that I shall recite from our prep school days reflects
from a group of us munching sandwiches as only boys can munch them. | The
vast majority of us were going to the University of Virginia. And we said, "Lewis,
of course you are coming §vith us." He said that he would be going to Washingfon &
| Lee. And afterwards he and [ were puttering around somewhere on the grounds and
I said, "Why are you going to Washington & Lee?” He said, '...ere ai-é just too
many of us gf)ing to the University of Virginia and I think I should strike out on
my own. " And that, too, has been a great hallmark of your own bécause you have
created your own path and you have stuck to it with assiduity.

The last r;'ecollection of childhood I shall bring forth, indeed it was young
manhood, was a trip you took me on starting iﬁ Boston énd we ;:ame to New York,
Philadelphia, Washington, and finally, Richmond, and this involved a great
compliment you paid me. You said, "Harvie, I've got all these girls and I want
to make up my mind. It's time [ got married.'. [ want you to look at these girls.
We'll spend a night or two in each town and go ourt and have some fun. [ want you
to advise me." Then I said, "Well, of course, YOU couldn't possibly have a better
man because [ have no prospects myself. I might pick up one of your discards!"

So, we really traversed the Eastern Seaboard. The girls were obviously crazy



about Lewis, and I rgcite this because basically these gentlemen who have

known you only as your judicial mien has grown (it has only been denied a beafd and
seeing Char!  Evans Hughes in that caricature we look for that from you in due
course), could not realize Qhat a gr;aat ladies man you were in your twentiés.

To show you éentlemen how this veryjfact I have recited -; you think in. jeét --
héd perculated North, at the Philip Morris Christmas luncheon (a signiﬁcgnt
occasion at which Lewis this past Wednesday was the honored guest and af Whicﬁ
he recéivea, among other things, this gréat rébé), they told a.'st(.)_r.y 6f Lewis'
goi.'ng to see Dr. Rucker, one of Virginia's ‘mogt famous obstetricia.ns'.» And

here is how the story goes. Dr. Rucker said, "Lewis, what are yoﬁ doing here?”
Lewis resbonded, "I'&e come to see you ﬁersoﬁailir", and Dr Rucker, who,like
most men i ‘ rnedicihe, was,exceédingly buéy ;'nd said, "Go in and téke off your
clothes. I'll examine you. I can't talk to you until you take off your clothes. "
And he séid, "What's the matter with yoﬁ, Lewis?" And Lewis' said, "'t tell‘
you, Dr Rucker. ‘I've got stars in my eyes and I cz;n't see. I'm very much

-

much in love.” He said, "Oh, my goodness, Lewis, who are you in love with?"

He said, "I'm in love with Josephine, your daughter. " Dr. Rucker said, "Why,

Lewis, I always knew you were a supreme courter!”

I shall not deéail those biographical knowns -- your legal prowess, your
distinguished war record, your many recordéc} and outstanding services to .
city, state and n#tion. These are cleaf to your admirfng friends here assembled
and are, as you are too modest to admit but instinctively rriust know, etched |
fn our mi Is and our hearts. They are furthermore set down in the annals of

recorded me. We, your friends, are here tonight to express our admiration



and indeed our affection for you and who would deny that friends are life’s.
fairest furniture? With our admiration and affection we wish to undergird you
as you enter the frays of the Court. Always be advised and know well we hold
you in inestimable esteem as a man, a lawyer and a great friend.

When President Nixon nominated you for the Court, he coupled you with
John Marsha I doubt if the President was aﬁra;e of two attributes of that
well known man. On one occasion the Court during Marshall's period of
adrninistraﬁon concluded they were drinking too much and they imposed a rule |
on themselves that they would drink only when it was raining. When the Chief
Justice felt the need for bourbon he would turn and say to his brother Justice,
"Brother Taney, it's raining somewhere!" On another occasion the Great Chief |
Justice w  in Philadelphia and at one of the inns with some friends.‘ He was asked
to compo a verse with the word paradox in it. He chanced to look out of the
door at tl time and saw two Kentucky colaieltypes at the bar of the inn and
he quickl :esponded to the request of his friend:

In the blue grass region a paradox was born
ne corn was full of kewnels
1d the colonels full of corn

And ) yo see, dear Lewis, the heritage to which you have been denominated
the heir b no lesser a person than the President of the United States! And
when we y T ‘:iends call on you seriatim in the outer reaches of the Court, we
expect yot 0 have a bottle of bourbon in the bottom of your desk which you will

bring out and say, "Brother Wilkinson, it's raining somewhere!"



Lewis, ' u have meant so much to the institution represeqted here
this evening. Not only have you given us distinguished guidance legally,
with Merrill and Bob doing all the work, but you have always manifested superb
general judgment aﬁd that is not a trait found often, especially in brilliant fnen.,
You are gifted with it to a great degree and in our corporate councils in the future
we sghall vividly remember your talents and ydu as a leader amongst ﬁs. Itis
true you are appointed an Associate Justice of .the Supreme Court of the United
States. But we, who have Anglo-Saxon inheritance, have worked énd played
with you and believe deeply, vwith »due deference ta t.hg Chief Jusfice, in the maxim
of e Scots that wherever McGregor sits is the head of the fable.

As you go to Washington we want you to carry abiding knowlédge that we
in Virginia could never say Adieu to you, only Au Revoir. As a light for yoﬁr
path, we want you to know that we who have lived with you are deeply persuaded
that you are 1the autl:xentic tradition of the 18th Century giants from this state,
and we send you forth as our most felicitous personification of .Virg-inié once
more in the 20th Century contributing her sons to the front of the national étage.
As a member of the galaxy with which you will bé asspciated, and hére I pause
to say I would not disappoint those who deém me a Latin schoiar, you will
scintillate and most surely be Primus Inter Pares. Corporately speaking -~ in
no sense personally -- we employ the words of one of the great Presidents of |
your university, who on a comparably sad occasion said to the remnants of theA Army

of Northern Virginia: "(We) bid you a fond and affectionate farewell. "



Mr. Powell M’ ‘7 ’7/4—/1/2 (22

l(j 'J'/Lu <. [V ‘

dd.) e AL~ il
4

g

Mr. Chalrrnan, whether it be you Kay, or you Jack,or both of you, ’/%:—(C
Y 2 &

Jim, and Harvie and Ed, and old friends and colleagues, Harvie said I - Jz , ,L%,

played rst base. I've been caught off base tonight. He had a manuscript
and Ido not. We did take the same Latin courses at McGuire's, but he led

the class and I was at the foot of it. Harvie, Ido thank you very sincerely

At/

for about half of what you said. If I can edit that I may send it to my children.

I was interested in Harvie's reference to the Jack Gordon medal at
McGuire_'s School. He eulogized that medal. The fact is that he received
it thé year before I didl

I was not too disappdinted to be cénonized hére tonight, élthough I
was a little unprepared for the exactl foi‘rn of it. Ihad expected rather
something that related to Cool Green and in préparation for ‘that I wore

a Philip Morris robe. Ithink Gordon Crenshaw may appreciate this. I

hope somebody will report to Joe Cullman that I wore it this evening. I'm -

to be sworm in at the Court on the 7th of January. I'm not’quife sure yet
whether I'll have the nerve to wear this up tﬁere. |

I went into the Courtroom on Tuesday,. the first time I had been to
the Court since I was confirmed, and I noticed that all of the ]ustite_s have

different chairs. And the only comfortable chair I've had since I've been



iV.

on the Board of State Planters Bank (I know that's the wrong terminology

but I'm used to it) is the one that they finally bought about six months ago.

It would be some what incongruous. All of the other chairs are black and

this one is that sort of dirty brown. I've been giving some thought as to
whetheerr not I might sort of change the color scheme up there.

The past _few weeks have not been the easiest weeks in my life. I

said to Alan in the presence of othefs during the cocktail h_ou;: that for.
reasons v ich I understand involve a lot of high politics [ went through

the con.firmat‘ion process without the trauma that my fellow nominee suffered,
and yet, it was not all without some disadvantages and a few da.rts and arrows
were thrown hére and there. I won't take Srour timé to go into many of them,
but I wish you could have hga_rd the lady who represeﬁted Women's Li‘b,
| talking about your fellow Director. She called me a sexist and at first .I
‘thought that was a compliment! She thén went on to say that she was opposed
to me for a number of reasons, not the least of which was when I was President
of the American Bar Association I had not supported a propoéal £hat would
have integrated restrooms for male ‘e‘md female patrons in all public faéilitiels4.
- And she; was dead serious. |

I was cornered in the corridors of the Senate »foice Building by half

a dozen or more Women's Lib people who aﬁbusbed me és I came out o‘f

a Senator's office late one afternoon and I had a rough ex.perience. I started
off on the wrong foot and was completely defeated. I tried to be agreveable
and I said, "Ladies, I've been married 35 years, I have 3 daughters and

2 granddaughters, and I've got to be for you." And a spokesman for the
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group looked at me without the slightest twinkle of humor and said, "T t's
what all you men say!" ;
Whén I saw these covered pictures over there, I ha;d no idea what 1s

in them. It sort of made me shiver a little ecause I thought with thei

white sheet covering they reminded one of the Ku Klux Klan and that r« inded
me of what v}as published m Alan Donnahoe;s principal competitor's p: 3r
here in Richmond, the Afro-American, on November 6, 1971. The he lline
said, "Powell Temed a"}CouJ.r't Choice.™ This goes on to say in talkin Lboﬁt
you; la& firrn,v Merrill, and your law firm, Bob -~ no longer mine --, This
law firm f)rovides legal services for the Richmond Klansmen as well ¢ for
the John Birch Society. The Birchites have ;he same credentials as th_

Klan except the white capes.” And then after a few other generous comments
the Afro -Ameri( n article says, "Powell's legal firm is notorious for unsavoi'y
tactics and has ¢ en used the legal route fo persecute the gospel ministry

and the churches as well. It is quite evident that this firm had a étrong
controi of the state police operations aﬁd of- the trial justice courts as well. "
I hope you gentlemen will remember that. This is one of the best ads wé ever
had! "They have used false fines to discoﬁfage any person opposing the sins
of Vepco. " Idon't quite understand that. "They héve been instrumental

in persons being;r fired from employment even in government civil service
jobs. This man Powell is very subtle. " Harvie, you didn't get this. "He
assumes the role of saint on the outside whereas underneath he is a genuine
racist. If there ever was one, some of our viewers even consider he is

probably the GCrand Dragon of the Klan in the State of Virginia. ™ So you
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¢ . see why I was a little nervous when I came in here this evening. I
saw those white sheets overlthere. j |

But ﬁhe worst thing that happened to me (I'm not su1:e even tonight that
my marriage remains on firm foundation) is a letter which came to me from
the propriet-or of a modest restaurant in New York, and I'll read you the
entire letter, dated the very night of my nomAination:

"Dear Mr.Powell:

We are delighted to learn that the President of the "1ite_d States
has nominated you for the Supreme Court. You have our warm, sincere
wiéhes for a speedy confirmation and we hope that your new office will nof
keep you and Mrs. Powell from your regular.visits with us évery month. "
~ Well, this iend of mine sent this ietter to my residence and Jo opened

it, and when I came home that night she said, "Lewis,‘ the .last time you took -
me there was two years ago!"” I was in New York night before last and Jo
was coming up to join me. Iknew I had to do something. So I arranged it
for her to come up on a later airplane and I went over to the restaurant and
I gave the fellow $100 and said, "Look, I'm bringing Mrs. Powell and my
daughter ,ovei' here tonight and I want ydu to séy, 'I thought you were Mrs.
Powell’ ". Well, I won't bore you with our problems about that;

I'll be serious for about 2 minutes, and no more. This is an occasion
bo** joyful and sad for me. And as the 3rd appfoaches when I go on your payroll
publicly, going off of your payroll privately, I have the same sort of misgivingsv
each of you would have if you were leaving: the associations of a lifetime zmd‘

to a certain extent, the City of Richmond, the State of Virginia and the institutions
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here with which you and I have been associated for many years, I think
the President suggested I was not provincial. He doesn't know me very
well. Iar provincial and I have the deepest feeling for Virginia that I
suppose any man could have. Ihave the same si of feeling for oﬁr
institutions and for the merit of our citizens. I'm sure they are just as
great in Utah afr1d perhaps in every other state, yet for me they are special
here. And I have cherished the great priviAle'ge of having been born and
raised here. I have spént all of my life hére excep.t for military service.
I have considered it one of my. greatest privileges to be associated with what
I still think of és State Planters Bank, and more recently as UVB. In the
course of lawyer's life he, in the discharge of his duty, represents a good
many peot » and occasionally a corporation or two, with whom he may have
a little sympathy. Sometimes he represents business interests, the public
usefulnéss of which he may questiomn. Cur legal system provides for and
indeed depends upon the right pf every individual and every corporate enterprise
to be represented by counsel whose duty is to do the best he can to see that
justice is " me for that individual or for that entity. And I have felt aboﬁt
AND '
State Planters Bank and U‘VB)Amore recently the constituent members of UVB ,
| that we were leaders in a movement in Virginia which has been enormously
beneficial ) all of the people of this Commonwealth. And the gentlemeﬁ in
this room, and if [ may say so, particularly, tbe gentlernén at the head table
plus three or four of you who are seated in front of me, provided the leadership

for the great breakthrough in our state in expanding the type of banking services

which have been so necessary for the future welfare of the Commonwealth.
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And as I leave you I am proud to say that I have been a part of that movement.

WITH
- I pass the baton on to Merrill and to Bob and I leave 2 g}'eat confidence that

you will carry on.
I thank each and every one of you for coming this evening. I know
AT ‘
many of you have come from long distances and | great inconvenience. I shall

| long remember this evening. Thank you very much.
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J. Harvie Wilkinson, Jr.

Dear Jack and Kay: Thank you very much, but Jack, you're not going
to get off by shifting the burden of granting me equal time to an occasion
for dear Lewis. [have my eyes set for you at some event when [ hope
you will least suspect it!
I would like to indulge in a prologue, for thou gh there will be no stage
tonight, I really think we ought to have the benefit of a prologue. I am indebted
to Tennant Bryan, who passed on a clipping to Alan Donnahoe, who in turn
passed it on to me this afternoon. Iread you a paragraph from a publication
called "The A ‘:rnative"”, January 1972. [ had never heard of "The Alternative", *
but for my purposes there is no better alternative tonight! "Opposition to Powell

was doomed >m the outset, His introductory appearance before the Senate

Judiciary Committee provides a glimpse of what the liberals were up against. -
Powe was : :ompanied by the entire Virginia Congressional delegation, two
Senators and ten Representatives, including five Democrats. The Attorney
General of Virginia, the President of Washington & Lee University, a brace of
Law School Deans, four former Presidénts of the American Bar Association, and
a partridge in a pear tree. Powell himself had been President of both the ABA

and the American College of Trial Lawyers. To cap it all off Powell had served

for nearly three years as a combat intelligence officer in World War I, receiving

the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star. It is not recorded whether a choir of
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talents and sadness at the inevitable diminishment of our contacts with you.
And though being human we are sad tonight at your departure, we are reminded
of the admonitions of the great Roman orator, Cicero, who, in that wonderful
little essay "“On Friendship”, said, "Great angtish for one's own inconveniences
is the mark of a man who loves not his friend but himself, "
There are some things [ remember so vividly from the days of our youth.
I shall not relate them all to your embarrassment but there are one or two that
the group here assembled [ am sure would be interested in. We attended McGuire's
School, now no longer extant for we could not produce progeny fast enough to

sustain the school. There you received the foremost medal the institution had

to offer, known as the Jack Gordon Memorial Medal, and I think always of you
in that context. The medal was created because we had the honor system at the

school and that had been a great tradition. On this particular day Headmaster

John Peyton McGuire had come back into the room when there was a great deal
of talking going on and he had asked for silence when he left the room. Upon his
return he asked who started the talk. Nobody responded. Nothing more was said.

He went to his home and that night at 1:00 A. M. he was awakened by the doorbell

and there wa Jack Gordon and his father. Mr. McGuire wélcomed them in as

only he would do, with complete mystification, I am sure, and Jack's father said,
"Mr. McGuire, Jack did not report to you today that he was the one who started
the convers: on. And he came to say it and to tell you before the next sun was
up. " Well, this has been really a hallmark of your character all of ybur days.

[ don't think you would really know how to do anything wrong unless you assembled

some of your more nefarious partners to contrive it for you.


















on the Board of State Planters Bank (I know that's the wrong terminology
but I'm used to it) is the one that they finally bought abo'ut six months ago.
It woul be some what incongruous. All of the other chairs are black and
this one is that sort of dirty brown. I've.been giving some thought as to
whether or not I might sort of change the color scheme up there.

The past few weeks have not been the easiest weeks in my life. I
said to Alan in the presence of others during the cocktail hour that for
reasons which I understand involve a lot of high politics I went through
the confirmation process without the trauma that my fellow nominee suffered,
and yet, it was not all without some disadvantages and a few darts and arrows
were thrown here and there. [ won't take your time to go into many of them,
but I wish you could have heard the lady who represented Women's Lib,
talking : out your fellow Director. She called me a sexist and at first [
thought that was a compliment! She then went on to say that she was opposed
to me for a number of reasons, not the least of which was when I was President
of the American Bar Association I had not supported a proposal that would
have int¢ -ated restrooms for male and female patrons in all public facilities.
And she was dead serious.

I was cornered in the corridors of the Senate Office Building by half
a dozen or more Women's Lib people who ambushed me as I came out of
a Senator's office late onc afternoon and I had a rough experience. I started
off on the wrong foot and was completely defeated. Itried to be agreceable
and [ said, "Ladies, I've been married 35 years, I have 3 daughters and

2 granddaughters, and I've got to be for vou.™ And a spokesman for the
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