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STATEMENT THAT WILL APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. 

The statement made before the senate military committee yes- 
terday by Secretary of War Newton D. Baker will appeal to the 
public generally, we believe, as a straightforward presentation of 
facts without any disposition to hold back anything. It was frank 
and courteous, and will make new friends for this much attacked 
member of President Wilson's cabinet. 

Mr. Baker frankly admitted the mistakes that have been made, 
but he showed they were exceptions and not characteristic of the 
general management of army matters. And he demonstrated con- 
clusively that the same mistake is not likely to be made twice. In 
asking that complaints of any kind be referred to him before being 
made the basis for sensational attacks the secretary was entirely 
within his rights. That should be done at all times, for sympathetic 
co-operation is essential to the best results in the war department, 
or any other department. 

Secretary Baker .struck the keynote with reference to no little 
criticism of the war activities of the government when he said it 
arises from the impatience of the nation to "do this great thing 
quickly."   When people consider carefully the magnitude of the 
task at hand, and what has been done toward its accomplishment, 
We feel sure they willbe gratified and surprised at the results that 
have been achieved.   For a nation that has not been for years on a 
war basis, or even a preparedness basis, the assembling and train- 
ing of, a million men in a few months is little short of wonderful. 
If some of the administration's critics will think more of the larger 
aspects of the matter, and less of the comparatively few mistakes 
that have been made, they will doubtless indulge in less criticism. 

The letter read by Secretary Baker from Mrs. Mary Roberts 
Rinehart, the noted writer, was significant.   This gifted woman, 
who has a son in the service of the nation, has visited the different 
camps and she has seen things in quite a different light from the 
way Senator Chamberlain and some others view them.   She has 
words of praise for the conduct of the camps and, while she says 
that some mistakes have probably been made, on the whole her im- 
pressions are decidedly favorable. \ 

As to the matter of ordnance and the complaint that thousand 
of men were sent to camp before the camps were ready for them' 
Secretary Baker generously assumes the responsibility, but in 
these as in other matters he acted on the advice, and sometimes 
insistence, of high army officers of undoubted ability and wide ex- 
perience. It is significant, in view of ex-President Roosevelt's criti- 
cism of Secretary Baker, that one of these officers whose advice 
was freely sought was Major General Leonard Wood, whom the 
Colonel has referred to on more than one occasion, we believe,'as a 
man of very superior attainments along military lines. 

No few of the things which Senator Chamberlain complains are 
due to the actions of subordinates, for which Secretary Baker is in 
no way responsible except on the broad principle that he is the head 
of the war department. But in every such case the defects com- 

• plained of have been corrected immediately. There are some faults 
doubtless in the 

•S9{j}-unoo 

a.i9iujojj8cI s3pri[out pire 'nuam juaui 
-9snure 9i[j SB snc.9U33o.i3i3u; SB isoui 
-re   sj   JVS.OL[S   an}   jo   lauuosuscl   a»ix 

"Ajjunoo sun "! 9SB}S sin 05 
AV9U Xiojpjua puB 'acloana jo siojid-BD 
^uattosnurei   aqj   mcuj    'sgiilBtosds    g[,q 
IBJ3A3S JO 30UB.IB3(l(lB 3m Ut p90U3p 
-TA3   SI    SB    '3.}.0U.£9>r   31}}    U0l}BA0UlH    puu 
AIISAOU 9pmu -Biooifs; 'niq 3i[} no sjgq 
^uinu SUIXUBCIHUOOOB sui Sui}33i3s. ux 

UNFAIR CRITICISM 
While there is much that can be Justly said  in 

criticism of the War Department, as indeed  there 
can  be of everything else with  which  human  be- 
ings have anything to do, a great deal if not moat 
of the criticism  that has been   made  of Secretary 
Baker and his associates is unfair and unjust. For 
instance, Senator Chamberlain,  in his arraignment 
of  the  War  Department  a  few  days  ago,   offered 
Hi evidence two cases of death attended if not caus- 
ed by neglect of physicians and nurses. They were 
•lost   sad   and   drew     tears   from     many     of  his 
auditors in  the  Senate Chamber.  The  recited  cir- 
cumstances   were   inexcusable.   They   call   for   the 
severest   condemnation,   and   no   doubt   have   the 
severest   condemnation   of   the   War   Department 
which  will  see  that  those  individuals  responsible 
for  these  deaths  see  punished. 

But, as the New York World asks, are these two 
cases fairly typical 0f the situation among over a 
million men In camp, away from home, exposed to 
new conditions affecting bodHy health and inevitably 
bribing together sporadic cases of contagious dis- 
orders under circumstances most favorable for 
then- spread? They are So presented by the Sen- 
ator. They are absolutely disproved as such by the 
broad fact which he is obliged to acknowledge 

This broad fact is that the death-rate among 
he more than a. million encamped soldiers ,J 

the first and worst months of their new environ- 
ment to date is actually lower than it would have 
been among them at home, a* proved hy a 

life-insurance experience for selected lives of 
these ages. And the Senator has to admit it The 
American Army is the healthiest in the world 

war * ^rr^'v*^ Thes-e -g"**™ «™ 

! while disease he^fo:,: a Srterf^ 
i^adly  to   an   army  than   i^S^JSjT 

a foe more dangerous than in civil life. 
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