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* THREE CONGRESSMEN did more listening than talking
yesterday at the third annual Farm Conference at the Cyrus
McCormick farm near Steeles Tavern. The event, attended
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Butler fields
Watergate

t

questions :

STEELES TAVERN — The subject wae
supposed to have been agriculture, but like
a pesky weed, Watergate kept cropping up
at a farm conference held Monday ad
‘McCormick Farm here. IE:

In his opening remarks, U.S. Rep. M.
Caldwell Butler said he knew what was ord
everybody’s minds, but during the con:,
ference he didn’t want to become diverted,
by “that” subject. Afterwards he would bex
happy to hear comments. :

And the comments came. A freckle-
faced 12-year-old stepped up and
forthrightly told the Representative that

~ (See BUTLER, Page2/) Q\
A

| House will serve four-year terms

| Congress, two in jail.”

| be willing to swap the presence

| voiced the opinion that ‘“‘our
| great capacity to produce food

by about 600, was sponsored by Rep. M. Caldwell Butler
(left) and Rep. J. Kenneth Robinson (center), with Rep.

William C. Wampler as special guest.

(N-V Photos by Berlin)

"Farm Conference

(Continued from Page 1)

American feeders are losing

their shirts? If you’re up there to

do the job, you’re certainly not
doing it. There certainly should
be enough common sense to see

. . . that some are going

bankrupt. We don’t get free

haircuts as the senators do or $1
haircuts as the congressmen
do.”

Mr. Robinson and Mr.
Wampler interrupted to assure
Mr. Horn that their haircuts cost

| $2. “Then you’re not keeping us
! informed,” Mr. Horn retorted.
He went on to imply a certain
“‘deception” in the agriculture
budget, to which Rep. Robinson
heatedly replied:

“There is no deception. It is a
pet peeve of mine when I read
the size of the agriculture budget
that half of it is going to food
stamps. This is not a department
program; it is a welfare
program. And if you think there
will be any repeal .of food
stamps, you are wrong, as much
as the Virginia delegation would
be happy to do it. Stamps should
not be charged to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but we
can’t get rid of the situation
because of the way the stupid
law is worded.” This response
also elicited applause.

Mr. Butler, a member of the
House Judiciary Committee
which has just completed
preliminary impeachment
proceedings, opened the con-
ference on a lighter note:
“There is one subject we can’t
talk about here today because it
may divert us — and if you don’t
know what that subject is, I'm
not going to tell you.”

Mr. Yeutter, however,
violated the ‘groundrules: ‘“Mr.
Butler conducted himself (at the
hearings) with great grace and
dignity .. . You can take off your
hats to him for that.”

Mr. Robinson spoke of the
‘“depressing  climate’’ in
Washington and said there are
rumors that members of the
in the future “two in

Mr. Wampler, ranking
Republican on the Housej
Agriculture Committee, ob-
served that “you probably would

of all three of us for one good
soaking rain.”
More seriously, Mr. Wampler

and fiber is the greatest weapon
for peace.” But, he said, “we
must see agriculture receiving
its fair share of the nationa
income. In this, government has
a legal and moral respon-
sibility . . .’

Mr. Yeutter, in his ‘opening
| remarks, expressed concern at
the recent decline in consumer
demand for protein products —
meat, poultry and dairy foods —
and said the problem will not be
solved ‘“until the economy starts
rolling again.”

Problems of spiraling eests
uncertain markets, stiff foreign
M competition, fuelshortages, high
| taxes and declining profits were
| detailed before the panel by
spokesmen of the dairy, poultry
and banking industries, the

PRn igdividual farmers.
¥ 81941

ministration have failed
miserably to counteract in-
flation,” said Mike Ellis of the
Virginia Poultry Federation,
who also called the proposed
Consumer Protection Agency “a

monstrosity.” Paul Williams,

executive director of the

Agribusiness Council urged i
government economy and a
balanced budget. John Miller,
executive director of the
Virginia State Dairymen’s
Association, urged the adoption
of new policies to combat foreign
competition.

Mr. Wampler said his com-
mittee has passed a resolution
asking the President to invoke
quotas on beef imports. But he
warned that this step may invite
counter-measures; * 110
simple as waving a magic
wand.” 5

Inresponse to a question posed
by Mrs. Mary Frances Houff of i§
Weyers Cave, panelist Ferris S.
Anderson of the U.S. Depart- |
ment of Labor said that new |
federal safety standards for
older farm equipment are being
evaluated and that, in any event,
they do not apply to owner-
operated machines.

Following a barbecued
chicken lunch, members of the
audience spoke informally with
the three congressmen and the
visiting agricultural experts.
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