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.THE NEVE’E—VIRGINIAN, Waynesboro, Va. Tuesday, October 1, 1974’9\

PANELISTS FOR the Senior Citizens Information Con-
ference at Ingleside yesterday spoke to 250 senior citizens,
giving them information about available services. From left
are Charles Wilson, administrative assistant to Rep. M.
Caldwell Butler, who sponsored the conference; Donald

Driver of the Department of Welfare; Hugh Tankersley (who
substituted for Joseph Pace) of the Railroad Retirement
Board; Doris Anne Miller of the Valley Program for Aging
Services, Inc.; and Thomas B. Royer of the Veterans Ad- |
ministration. (N-V Photo by Smith)

|

Senior Citizens Oppose

Federal Gas Tax Boost

By N-V Staff Writer
STAUNTON — Rep. M.
' Caldwell Butler’s staff cbn-
ducted a Senior Citizens In-
formation Conference for him
yesterday in the absence of the

| congressman who was unable to

leave his duties in Washington.

But the approximately 250
senior citizens attending sent
him a ‘100 per cent message.”
At the end of the session during a
question and answer period the
group went on record as op-
posing the 10 cent increase in
gasoline tax being considered by
the federal government.

The panelists spent the first
hour telling the senior citizens
what is available to them
through government programs
and the senior citizens in turn
asked questions about their

i| personal difficulties with the
H-psegrams and also voiced their
|| opinions on other things.

'‘One gentleman said, ‘The

little man is out of business, now

it looks like the big manufac-

|| turer is going out of business.

Paper money won’t buy

il anything because it is not worth

anything.” And he went on, ‘“The
law keeps you from getting your
animals butchered. (He did not
elaborate here.) And feed is so
high you couldn’t feed a cow and
milk her. All of this stuff is
getting us further into inflation.
After they (the government) get
the tax they don’t know how to

§ spend it.”

After a pause, he said, “I
remember when we had no tax

_and it was better.”

Charles Wilson, ad-
ministrative assistant to Rep.
Butler, said that it is the feeling

| of the congressman that there is

excessive spending by the
federal government and he is in
favor of immediate cuts.

Another gentleman who was
having trouble with Social
Security benefits had a
discussion with Gerald Fawley
of the Staunton SS - Ad-
ministration and finally said,
“In other words, if you have
trouble check with the local
service.”” Mr. Fawley said,
“Sir, I am the local service.”

Still another gentleman said,
“I have one request: that the
government leave me alone and
I will support them. They are not
supporting me.”

Mr. Fawley discussed the
Social Security Program which
handles ‘‘contributions” from
both employe and employer and
the Supplemental Security In-
come for the blind, aged and
disabled which is financed
through general taxes.

Donald Driver of Verona of the
Department of Welfare said that
his department’s job is to help
folks in the community in need of
help and to help them find the
services they need. He said that
the department handles the
screening program for Medicaid
and food stamps and has a
program of auxiliary grants for
individuals whose needs are not
quite met by SSI.

He said that the department
also helps individuals stay ‘in
their own homes and in some
instances on a limited basis
provides domiciliary care.

Miss Susan Aheron of Mr.
Butler’s office discussed pen-
ding legislation such' as Social
Security legislation, veterans

affairs, proposed tax relief for
the aging, and the national
health insurance which is being
discussed.

Hugh Tankersley, who sub—
stituted for Joseph Pace of the
Railroad Retirement Board,
discussed the benefits provided
retirees of the railroad and their
dependents.

Mrs. Doris Anne Miller,

.executive director of the Valley :

Program for Aging Services,
Inc.,, said that her board is
engaged in planning programs
for the aging and developing
services not provided through
other agencies. She said the
board also works with the
nutrition program which is
under the direction of Dr.
Dorothy Rowe of Madison
College.

Mrs. Miller said that senior
citizens involved with the Senior
Service Centers are nowmaking |
$2,500 a month through craft
work with Handicraft Marketing {
Service, income supplement
program, and sub-contract work
with Valley Workshop, Inc.
Included also for the senior
citizens are social events and |
special events.

M. A. Taylor spoke for the
Virginia Supplemental
Retirement System and said
that a quarter of a million state
employes” or public school
teachers are covered under this
system.

Thomas B. Royer of the
Veterans Administration said
that hospitals are maintained at
Salem, Richmond and Hampton
and that because there are half a
million veterans it sometimes is
impossible to take care of all
those who apply for admission.
He said that if a veteran thinks
he is entitled to some type of
compensation, pension or ser-
vice that he should apply for it §
because “nothing is automatic in
veterans benefits; you must |
make a claim.” .

All of the panelists, including |
C. Leonard Smith of the SSI |
program, remained following |
the conference to answer in- |
dividual questions: :

Congressman Butler has been
sponsoring the conferences in
the Sixth District at various
cities to provide information for
the senior citizens.
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