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STATE VOTE

(Continued from Page 1)
moderate to brisk in the Norfolk-
Virginia Beach-Portsmouth
area and heavier than expected
in Newport News and Hampton.

A moderate turnout was re-
ported in the Roanoke area
where the blue law and a Roan-
oke County board of supervisors’
election sparked interest.

On the eve of the election,
Democrats were claiming that
Nixon administration scandals
and Republican ineptness at
solving the nation’s economic
ills would give them at least two
of the state’s congressional seats
now held by the GOP.

And they said chances were
sufficiently good for upsets in
several other races to end the
Republicans’ 7-3 dominance of
the state's congressional dele-
gation and tip the numerical
scales in their favor.

GOP leaders tempered their
optimism with caution, saying
they were “taking nothing for
granted” but expected all seven
Republican congressmen to win
re-election.

The fall campaign, which
reached a blistering pace in
some districts, - focused mainly
on Democrat attacks against
Republican economic policies
and GOP counter claims that
liberal Democrats, not con-
servative Republicans, over-
spent the nation into a recession.

Sharing the ballot with the

congressional elections in many
| areas were a variety of mainly
| local issues.

Chief among these was the
question of local repeal of the
state’s controversial Sunday
closing law. This was to be de-
cided in 31 counties and 26 cities.
| Many localities chose con-
| stitutional officers and members
of governing boards and voted
on proposed capital im-
| provement bonds.

his Democratic opponent, Char-
lottesville City Councilman
George H. Gilliam, has mounted
a strong challenge.

Three-way races in the 4th and
6th Districts were expected to
boost the chances of Republican
incumbents remaining in office.

Roanoke city sherrif Paul
Puckett and independent War-
ren D. Saunders shared the dif-
ficult task of trying to unseat 6th
District Rep. M. Caldwell
Butler, who wasn’t expected
suffer much in the way of GOP
defections because of his vote as
a member of the House
Judiciary Committee for Presi-
dent Nixon’s impeachment.

In the 4th District, Democrat
Lester E. Schlitz of Portsmouth
and independent Curtis W. Har-
ris of Hopewell ran the risk of
canceling each other out at the
polls, ensuring the re-election of
Republican Rep. Robert W.
Daniel.

Always a formidable vote-get-
ter, Republican Rep. G. William
Whitehurst wasn't considered in
any real danger of losing his 2nd
District seat to Democrat
Robert R. Richards of Norfolk.

Lack of opposition assured the
re-election of Democratic Reps.
Thomas N. Downing of the 1st
District and W. C. “Dan” Daniel
in the 5th District.

The remaining Democratic
incumbent, Rep. David E. Sat-
terfield of the Richmond-area
3rd District, faced only a token
challenge from U.S. Labor Party
candidate Alan R. Ogden.

The only statewide issue was a
proposed constitutional
amendment to permit the state
to extend direct financial aid to
private higher education.

Voters in Martinsville and
Ambherst County decided wheth-
er to allow the sale of mixed
alcoholic beverages.

The Democrats were pinning
their hopes for congressional
gains mainly in the Southwest
Virginia 9th District and in the
8th District in Northern Vir-
ginia.

Democratic optimism reached
its highest pitch in the 9th, where
Charles J. Horne, million son of
a coal miner, vigorously pressed
a massive assault against en-
trenched Republicanism in
general and GOP Rep. William
C. Wampler in particular,

A lot of oddsmaker were ex-
pecting Horne to blunt Wam-
pler’s bid for a 6th term.

The Democrats were also
counting heavily on Herbert
Harris to cut short the congres-
sional career of freshman Re-
publican Rep. Stanford E. Par-
ris in the 8th. Harris is vice
chairman of the Fairfax Board
of Supervisors.

Placed in the role of giant
killer in the adjacent 10th Dis-
trict was Democratic Joseph L.
Fisher, a longtime member of
the Arlington County Board.

He was hoping to unseat the
dgan of the Virginia congres-
sional delegation, Republican
Rep. Joel T. Broyhill, seeking
his 12th term.

Not expected to figure strong-
ly in the 10th District outcome
was independent Francis J.
Speh.

Despite considerable cam-
paign help from Gov. Mills
Godwin and other top Republi-
can leaders, Republican Rep. J.
Kenneth Robinson was viewed
as a candidate for a possible
upset in the 7th District, wher¢
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