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From Page 1
| ment and an ‘‘overall shrin-
kage” in business, he said, have
_ kept the plant from selling
more than 85 per cent of its
production for the past two
months.

Another Covington plant
manager, D. R. Barineau of the
Hercules fiber and film opera-
tiom; said, ‘“The problem is
finding out what they (the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy) want.”

His plant is “‘thinking of
spending a half-million dollars
for water treatment but it is a
matter of the left hand know-
ing what the right hand is doing
and 97 forms to fill out.”

The supply of gasoline will

' ‘be adequate through summer,
assuming the *‘continued avail-
ability of crude oil,” said John
Sarber, Exxon district manager

n Roanoke. - g
With the United States im-
porting 6 million barrels of oil

a day, “we need a national en-
ergy policy to conserve energy
and increase the domestic sup-
“ply.” :
Sarber said the Roanok
standard metropolitan statisti-
cal area has 275 servite stations
which sold 85 million gallons of
gas last year—a decline of 4.7
per cent—and employing 1,500.

Jack Butler, president of
Andrews-Pitzer-Butler Fuel
0il Corp., said 20 dealers sold
an estimated 43 to 45 million
gallons of fuel oil for $15 mil-
lion last year, up from $7.5 mil-
lion paid. for oil 2% years
earlier.

In that period, the markup by
dealers has gone from 6%z to 7
cents a gallon and the Cost of
Living Council said they eould
charge 8 but Butler doubted if
any distributor is asking that
much.

The consumer, he said, is “in

a desperate situation and we
. can't pass it past the consum-

er.?’ :

W. A. McClung, public affairs
director of Appalachian Power
Co., said the utility is *‘caught
in the middle of a definite fuel
supply problem. . . In 1974, it
would have been nice if we
could have kept the 56 per cent
of revenue we spent for fuel.”

pany which raised its third
quarter earnings 1,115 per cent
and he asked for support of
opening up federal lands in the
West to stripmining operations
to meet the coal demand.

“If this could be opened up,
we might see our way clear to
lower electric bills.”

A. W. Buckley, president of
Roanoke Gas Co., said the nat-
ural gas industry “desperately
needs’” approval of an Alaskan
pipeline for gas, opening of the
Atlantic continental shelf for
exploration and deregulation
of new gas supplies.

Gas sold within a state does
not have the interstate -ceiling
so it is going for the higher
price rather than into a pipe-
line to the East, he said.

Clyde Eyler of the Roanoke-
Southwest Virginia Central La-
bor Council recalled the ‘‘ter-
rible fight” in Congress over
the Blue Ridge Project and
said energy and jobs are need-
ed. Labor supported Appala-
chian Power Co.’s application
for the project because of the
jobs involved.

Harry Layman, another La-
bor Council spokesman, said

create jobs. ;

McClung told of a coal com-—

the investment tax credit will

“There is_nobody in the Roa-

‘Ls™ "Ys

noke Valley,” said Layman,
“who can’t work if he wants to.
He may not get what he wants
but he can feed his family.”

Bob Justice of the Highway
Users Federation said automo-
bile pollution controls are
“‘eating up 600,000 barrels of
crude oil a day, over half of
what the President wants us to
conserve. With laws like that
(legislation for the controls),
we don't need the Arabs.”

Richard Lynn of Heironimus
said department stores *‘ap-
pear to be down” because dis-
posable income of the
consumer also is down. Warner
Dalhouse said he hears that im-
pulse buying has “almost van-
ished.”

Ray Dobbins, Lincoln-Mer:
cury dealer described as a
“resident optimist’” by Dal-
house, said his auto sales have
improved immensely since ra- |
dio, télevision and newspapers
have reported more *‘opti-
istic”’ news.

His January sales were the
second highest in history, Dob- *
bins said, and he’s added 16 or
17 people. “I'm waiting for
things to settle down to dou-
ble” his plant.

Dobbins was followed by
Carole Evitts of the Virginia
‘Citizens Consumer Council
who'said that Roanoke grocery

“ prices were higher than those
in Richmond, Virginia Beach,

Houston and New York City in

November.

Consumers, she said, will buy
if products and services are
sensibly priced “but we are
being urged to buy in the name
of buying, as though not to buy
were as sinful as hoarding sug-
ar.”

Jack Rader, a vice president
of Wheat, First Securities, said
the investment tax credit will
help Appalachian, coal, steel or
any capital intensive industry.
To encourage investors in
stocks and bonds, he said.
“they should ease the capital
gains treatment.” ‘

Kenneth Wilkey, Hotel Roa-
noke manager, said attendance

- at conventions is *‘off 25 to 30
per cent,” based on an annual
number of 90,000.

This, he said, ‘‘obviously has
an effect on retail sales.”

Tawrence “Hamiar; Roanoke
funeral director, said his busi-
ness is-not in a recession—it’s
“better than ever.”

Harry Scott, recently. retired
United Papermakers official at
Covington, said the country is
in a depression, not a recession,
and it will deepen “‘unless we
can provide a substantial in-
crease in manpower,”’

“We have fought inflation so
long that it drove us to depres-
sion,” Scott said. He told Bu-
tler the investment. tax credit
can be “‘very good but it has got
to be used on a selective basis.
What good will it be if a corpor-
ation puts in modern machine-
ry and reduces its work force?”

Lovitt Henderson, a Westing-
house official and chairman of
the Staunton sectional meet-
ing, said the consumer and the
manufacturer are not spending
money ‘‘because they don’t
know what Congress will do.”

The “overriding tendency of
Congress,” he said, “is to go
500 ways simultaneously. The
only thing is to quit talking
about how bad things are and
how bad the other party is and
get to work.”

Henderson also told of short-~
ages of products, ‘‘so stringent
they have forced foundries out
of business.”’
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@ // Economic Needs Get Airing
Butler Parley Raps Federal Indecision

By ED BERLIN
N-V Staff Writer

NATURAL BRIDGE — Rep. M. Caldwell Butler heard alot
of words and asked a lot of questions at his Sixth District
Economic Conference here yesterday.

At the end of it all, he told the nearly 200 business and
government leaders who attended:

“The conclusion I have reached is not to state any con-
clusions at this point. My solution is that we should all take a bus
over to The Homestead at Hot Springs, which would lick their
tourism problem and our fuel problem, and discuss the whole
thing.”

But the Congressman’s frivolity was brief. Mostly he
listened seriously and somberly as spokesmen from the four
regions of his district spelled out a pattern of discontent with
federal policy, deep concern for mounting unemployment, and
growing impatience with government inaction on energy and
the economy.

After individual morning sessions, the four regions spread
their sentiments before Mr. Butler at a combined meeting later
in the day. Staunton industrialist Lovitt Henderson, reporting
for the northern area embracing Augusta and Rockbridge
Counties, relayed more than a dozen “messages” to Mr. Butler
from the 40 or so delegates representing that sector. Among
them were these:

—Strong opposition to gasoline rationing.

—A relaxation of environmental regulations affecting in-

. dustry. ;
—A ‘““demand” for improved administration and control of
welfare programs.

—An increase in the investment tax credit.

—A ‘“freeze” on salaries of federal employes and a
“ceiling” on fringe benefits for members of Congress.

—A reduction in government regulations which contribute
neither to jobs nor productivity.

—Reduced spending for defense, foreign aid and the CIA.

—Support for the President’s energy production program,
but a clearer shortrange and long-range policy on fuel con-
servation.

—Retention of Taft-Hartley Section 14(b), the so-called
right-to-work law. :

—A slow approach to rebating 1974 taxes because of the
likelihood such action would bring higher interest rates.

Finally, Mr. Henderson said, “Congress must quit its
eternal bickering and get on with its business. We are deeply
worried because we don’t know what Congress is going to do.

; There seems a tendency for it to go off in 500 different directions
simultaneously.”
ECONOMIC INQUIRY — Rep. M. Caldwell District conference yesterday at Natural Summarizing for Mr. Butler the state of the economy in the
Butler (left) questions povitt He_ndergon of Bridge. Mr. Henderson was one of four northern region, Mr. Henderson pointed to unemployment rates
Staunton about ‘economic conditions in the chairmen who summarized regional of § per cent or more in Waynesboro, 7 per cent in Staunton and
Augusta-Rockbridge area during a Sixth discussions for the Congressman. 189 per cent in the Buena Vista area, with increases an-
. (N-V Photo by Berlin) 3 L .

ticipated. He said retail trade is down slightly ‘‘but could drop
s - drastically” if there is no economic upturn in the near future.
‘ People in his area, he added, are concerned about the price of
electricity and petroleum products, about the possibility of wage
and price controls, about the time lag of up to eight weeks in
obtaining unemployment checks, and about negative outlooks in
the fields of tourism and agriculture.

Reports from the other three regions — Lynchburg,
Roanoke and Covington-Clifton Forge — largely echoed the
problems and recommendations cited by Mr. Henderson.

Terming the reports ‘“‘tremendously helpful to me,” Mr.
Butler conceded that “‘your criticism of Congress is generally
justified.”” He noted that much of the problem appears to be
“housing-related,” but he expressed the thought, borrowed
from Franklin Roesevelt, that ‘the only thing we have to fear is
fear itself.”

Although the four area reports were predominately on the
gloomy side, the chairmen told Mr. Butler they noted a general
tone of optimism.

At the morning session of the Augusta-Rockbridge group, at
least two statements suggested by Mr. Henderson won
unanimous approval: 1.) that people and business are afraid of
government because they don’t know what it will do next; and
2.) it would be helpful if Congress and the President could agree
on a single course of action, ‘“whether we like that course or
not.”

Commenting on governmental indecision, Ray White of
Waynesboro, a director of both the city and state Retail Mer-
chants Associations, said that wavering federal policies have
created a “hill and dale effect’’ on retail business. “Indecision is
scaring our people,” he said. “We've got to get somebody on the
horse and get going.”

The brightest note of the morning conference was sounded
by Warren F. Kindt, a Waynesboro General Electric Co.
executive, who said his firm not only is maintaining a high
employment level of about 2,500 people, but will occupy 70,000
additional square feet of floor space in April. There is “high
probability,” he said, for increased employment in the second
half of the year.

Because of the large number of workers who commute, he
told the regional session, gas rationing should be avoided. If the
choice must be made, he said, a more favorable plan would be
higher gas prices ‘“‘with some type of rebate to lower-income
people.” Mr. Kindt also stated that federal regulations of
various kinds have become an administrative burden and that
the proposed boost in investment tax credit would be desirable.

Edward M. Eakin, executive director of the Waynesboro-
East Augusta Chamber of Commerce, reported that the Virginia
Employment Commission office in his city has processed about
2,000 applicants for jobless benefits. Of these, he said, about
1,500 represent “outright layoffs.”

By far the hardest-hit locality in the northern region is the

oy

hovers between 12 and 14 per cent, according to several who
spoke yesterday. ‘‘We have got to get people back to work,” said
one city official. “We need more work programs and less
handouts.”

|
|
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ed Surge With Concern

with little hope The bustling streets and burgeoning skyscrapers of this port
inad smngglers ity are built on world trade and major investments, with the:
i —— = ust ahead of Japan as the number one inves-

: f great importance, and there is fear that the

sita-  speed patrol boats for border surveillance though
wald_that this can be entirely effective against dete

gt BB -

t the region’s future could cut into it. -
k will happen overnight, but an American cori:,
utheast Asia might well look at a map and,
gon and Singapore, both of them start with an
s in the region. We haven’t seen it yet but this,
obert Chen, regional manager of the Bank of:

. &
iged that some businessmen in Thailand have.
bwing uncertainty and said investment in Ma-*
by recently enacted restrictions on private
of oil companies. The danger to Singapore is.
lity than a reality in his view.
e say the welcome mat for U.S. warships call:
s not been affected by the anti-U.S. feelings.
e region. Foreign Minister S. Rajaratnam is
Ld assurances during his recent Peking trip’
bbject. ;
hey want to see is for the U S. to really pull
said an American official of the Singapore:

Way Found
btop Hair Loss,
ow More Hair

exas — If| But, if you are not already
from male slihck bald, howncan you be sure

what is actually causing your
S, you Can | p.ir foss? Even if baldness may
alr foss . . .| seem to “run in your family,”
air. this is certainly no proof of the
sid it couldn’t | cause of YOUR hair loss.

aag l;lTvglfoL;éii Hair loss caused by sebum can
th men and also run in your family, and
only stopping many other conditions can cause
L really grow- hair loss. If you wait until you
are slick bald and your hair roots

. are dead, you are beyond help.
O?slét‘yo’xl{héc; So. if you still have any hair on
he treatment | tOP of your head. and would like
oir risk, and to stop your hair loss and grow
7 more hair . . . now is the time

to do something about it before

buld not offer | .5
it's too late.

s the treat-
ver, it is im- | . pesch Laboratory Consul-
..one.f | ants, Tnc., will supply you with
ity Of Cases | treatment for dave at their
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