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tain pesticide and
chemical usage is estimated to
cost the American farmer $2.5
billion.

Butz said last week’s ruling
barring the use of chlordane
will give insects more grain
than is being sold to the Soviet
Union.

Butz, Murray and Rep. Rob-
inson attacked the Food Stamp
program. -

Butz said two-thirds of his
departmient is devoted to this
“welfare program.”

Murray said “meaningful re-
form is beginning to stir to
humanize the program.”

He said efforts are under-
way to give maximum benefits
to persons who deserve them
and to minimumize benefits to
persons who don’t.

In the area of farm legisla-
tion, Murray said, compromise
seems to be the key to coming
legislation.

When questioned about
specific farm areas, the Secre-
tary said the beef industry is in
a 10 to 12-year cycle and “of
course we will come back.”

Butz said the industry tradi-
tionally has run in cycles.

He foresees the Southeast as
the future major supplier of
calves for the midwestern
feedlots.

When a North Carolina
farmer expressed dissatisfac-
tion at the price of tobacco,
Butz attributed iut to the quali-
ty of the leaf sold during the
early part of the market sea-
son.

He said there is no possi-
bility of having the Stabiliza-
tion Corp. bid for tobacco
sealed.

Currently, buyers see the
government price before bid-
ding on a pile of tobacco.

Butz offered no relief for
the shortage of nitrogen
fertlizer until natural gas is de-
controled at the well, stimu-
lating exploration and produc-
tion.

In addition to Butz and Mur-
ray, the panel at the con-
ference included Neal C. Ew-
ing Jr. area director of the
Occupational  Safety  and
Health Administration, Mahlon
K. Rudy, executive director,
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service, David
Grimwood, state director, Soil
Conservation Service, Coyt T.
Wilson, director, Agriculture
Experiment Station, Richard
Goodling, state director,
Farmers Home Adminis-
tration, Frank Elmore, direc-
tor, Agriculture and Natural
Resources, VPI and SU, and
Mason S. Carbaugh, com-
missioner, Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Com-
merce. ;
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