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Rep. Butler Predicts

Conservative-Liberal

Issues During 1976

Predicting that the issues in
the 1976 elections will be more
clearly conservative versus
liberal than in previous
campaigns, Sixth District U.S.
Rep. M. Cladwell Butler
praised the relevancy of last
night’s public forum on
Virginia conservatism at
Averett College.

Despite a tight time schedule
and overdue flight from
Washington, D.C. to Danville,
Butler’s remarks to a small but
responsive = audience were
clear, organized and reflective
of his republican, conservative.
orientation.

A native Virginian and
previous. member of
General Assembly, Butler
serves on the House Judiciary
Committee which conducted
the impeachment inquiry that
preceded the resignation of
President Richard M. Nixon.

He is well-versed in the
nuances of Virginia con-
servatism and its impact on
public policy.

“The vast majority of people
in Virginia are satisfied with
their state,” he said. “Whether
as state or as individuals, we
want to preserve our present
status—to keep it like it is as
long as we can. This is the
prevailing Virginia
philosophy.”

He recalled the correspon-
dence received from
Virginians during the 1974
presidential impeachment
proceedings and cited the
experience as a unique oOp-
portunity for insight into the
people of Virginia.

“Many themes ran though
the correspondence,” he said,
“but two were dominant:

Our constitutional system of
government must not be
compromised amd the people
of Virginia demand the very
highest standards of personal
integrity from every pubhc
official.”

Butler, labeling Virginia
conservatism a conservatism
all its own. I suspect that
Virginians are more con-
servative than in any other
state in the U.S.,”’ he said.

Blaze Doused
At Truck Stop

After battling a fire at the
Lakewood Truck Center on Rt.
58 East of Danville for nearly
two hours, the Ringgold
Volunteer Fire Department
managed to contain the blaze
and prevent it from reaching a
275-gallon drum of diesel fuel
stored in the building
yesterday morning.

The volunteer firemen left
the scene about 1 a.m.
yesterday after the fire had
damaged the truck stop’s
kitchen, attic and roof.

No one was injured in the
fire.

Mike Neal, a spokeman for
the fire fighters, said the Mt.
Hermn Volunteer Fire
Department was called to
assist because of the danger of
the diesel fuel exploding.

Two trucks and 20 men from
Ringgold assisted in the fire
fighting.

Neal said the fire began in
the kitchen when a pan of
grease left on the stove ignited.

the

He cited a recent rating by
the American Conservative
Union that judged ten mem-
bers of the House of
Representatives 100 per cent
conservative. “Of these ten,
five were from Virginia, in-
cluding myself,” he said.

Noting that an inherently
conservative population has
produced a conservative
government, Butler warned
that a natural result of this
approach is to abdicate to the
federal government respon-
sibilities that are more ap-
propriately handled at the
state level.

“it is almost too late to
change that trend,” Butler
said. “There are  few  bat-
tlefields left.”

But he encouraged the state
to re-examine its priorities to
determine if failure to advance
in the areas of transportation,
public health, pollution,
medical malpractice, en-
vironmental controls and land

See BUTLER, Page 2-B

NEW FAMILY IN TOWN. Danville’s second
Vietnamese family, the Vans, arrived in the
city this week, with the help of members of Mt.
Vernon United Methodist Church. Left to right,
family members in their new residence on

Tran Thana Van Family

Phuang.

Floral Avenue are: five-year-old Anh, Mrs.
Van, three-year-old Kim, Van, eight-year-old
Oanh and Mrs. Van’s snster Hoang Xuan

Church Brings Vietnam Refugees
To Danville, Provides Housing

In the living room of a house
on Floral Avenue, a bouquet of
bright orange marigolds rests
on a drop-leaf table. Smiles of
the new residents of the home
match the radiance of those
flowers and add light to all
their surroundings.

The family of Tran Thana
Van—the second Vietnamese
family to arrive in Danville
this month—has settled
securely at 125 Floral with tne
help of scores of members of
Mt. Vernon United Methodist
Church.

‘“We are grateful to the
United States government, the
people of America and,
especially, the people of
Danville who have helped us,”
says Van, a 42-year-old refugee
who moved from Fort Chatfee,
Ark., to Danville this week with
his family.

Family consists of wife
Hoang Hoa Kim, and three
children, eight-year-old Tran
Oanh Hoang, five-year-old
Tran Anh Hoang and three-
year-old Tran Kim Phuang.
Mrs. Van’s sister, Hoang Xuan
Phuang, came with the family
from Fort Chaffee.

Their arrival culminated a
four-month search for a family
of refugees by Mt. Vernon
church members and justified
a week-long struggle to
prepare a suitable dwelling
place for the six Vans.

One church member pur-
chased the residence and is
renting it to the church until
Van finds employment. Other
members cleaned and painted
the interior. Last Sunday
scores of members completely
furnished the house with ob-
jects from their own homes.

‘“We have raked and
scrubbed and cleaned and put
new window glass in,” says
Miss Rebecca Yow, director of
ministries for the church. “The

500 Persons Owe Fines

work and contributions of the
membership have been
overwhelming.”

‘‘We were counting con-
tributors up to 100, but then
there were so many we had to
stop,” notes Mrs. Reuben C.
Harvey, chairman of the
church’s task force coor-
dinating the Van’s movement.
‘““We even have a TV for them.
We thought TV would be great
for everyone to learn words.”

Only Van and his sister-in-
law speak English, and their
vocabulary is
children will begin attending
Forest Hills Elementary
School next week to learn the
native tongue.

Although Van’s English
speech is basic and somewhat
haiting, he is able to explain
the essential facts of his
family’s existence during the
past few months,

A pharmaceutical laboratory
manager in Saigon for 10
years, Van was forced to give
up everything last April 29 to
flee with his family for
America.

“It is very hard to leave. The
time was very short,”” he notes.
“A friend of mine in the army

I &

Courts Building
Dedication Today

The grand opening of the
Danville Courts and Jail
Building will begin at 10
a.m. today, with Virginia
Attorney General Andrew
P. Miller leading a host of
state and city dignitaries
who will officiate at the
ceremony. ;

Following the dedication
of the building, city em-
ployes will provide guided
tours through the new
facility until 9 p.m.

limited. The -

told us a boat was leaving. We
had five minutes. There was
not time to return to the house.
I drove the car to the dock and
left it there.”

The family also left Mrs.
Van’s parents in Saigon. There

was not time to find them. Van
left his photo album in Viet-
nam. He never again will see
the pictures of his parents, who
died several years ago.

See REFUGEES, Page 2-B

Local Market Leads

In Volume, Money

The Danville Tobacco Market yesterday led the Old Belt in
volume and total money and came within 21 cents of leading in 7

average price.

The market’s $103.38 average price was its third best of the
season and second best of the week.
Only South Hill produced a higher average price—$103.56 on

290,704 pounds of tobacco.

Clarksv1l]e and Petersburg slipped frem their higher averages

of a few days ago to just over $100.

In North Carolina, two of three markets reporting had

averages below $100.

Greensboro, Stoneville and Yadkinville failed to report their

sales.

For the week, Danville sold 3,237,595 pounds for $3,336,708.57,

an average of $103.38.

Season figures show Danville has sold 17,441,787 pounds for
$16,397,236.47, an average of $94.01.

Charles K. Waddell, supervisor of sales for the local market,
said prices on grades remained steady with $115 still the prac-

tical top yesterday.

“More and more smoking leaf and leaf tobacco is on the
warehouse floor,” he explained. Higher averages, he added, have
been the resuit of better quality tobacco.

He predicted another increase in quality next week, which

should bring higher prices.

The Federal-State Market News Service last night reported the

following sales:

—Clarksville: 347,056 pounds, $348,030, ave. $100. 28
—DANVILLE: 723,291 pounds, $747,512.96, ave. $103.35.
—Petersburg: 368,348 pounds, $369,113, ave. $100.21.
—South Boston: 367,094 pounds, $375,895, ave. $102.40.
—South Hill: 290,704 pounds, $301,055, ave. $103.56.

—Greensboro: noreport.

—Reidsville: 415,506 pounsd, $409,066, ave. $98.45.
—Roxboro: 368,158 pounds, $374,420, ave. $101.70.

—Stoneville: no report.

—Winston-Salem: 715,474 pounds, $702,069, ave. $98.13.

—Yadkinville: no report.

Library Has Your Number

If you’re one of the 500 or so
peopie who owes the Danville
Public. Library more than $1,
has received three notices on
an overdue book or has lost a
book, there’s one thing to
remember:

The library has your num-
ber.

Generally the only thing that
happens is that a person’s
library card number is placed
on a list posted at the down-
stairs check-out desk.

Whenever a person comes in
to check out a book, the library
worker on duty checks the list
to see if the card has been
suspended.

“We catch some people that
way,” remarked Assistant
Librarian Reecie Taylor
yesterday.

There have been instances,
however, when all books on a
subject have been checked out
and kept out. Librarian David
Flick has had to find the (ulprlt
and rescue the books.

Fortunately, Miss Taylor
explained, that situation
seldom™ arises.

With 14,000 patrons, the
library feels fortunate that
only 500-plus are delinquent in
their dealings.

“Our percentage is much
lower than some of the larger
libraries,” she said.

In Danville the library has
adopted several policies which
are intended to give patrons
incentives to return books.

There now is a $7 ceiling on
the fine for a single book, Miss
Taylor said. A person who has
had a book at home for years
and re-finds it can return it and
pay the maximum fine despite
the accumulated time which—
at two cents a day—could be
quite expensive.

‘‘Some people complain
about a $2 or $3 fine on a
magazine,” Miss Taylor ad-
ded. “But you can’t replace a
magazine. Besides the fine is
imposed to deter people
keeping books out late not to
pay for the books and
magazines lost.”

Fines, she explained, do not
go for new books. They are
placed in the city’s general
fund.

Even when a person loses a
book, the money paid doesn’t
stay in the library, she said. So
when a book is stolen several
times, library officials may not
wish to keep buying copies.

The matter of owing money
is not entirely one-way,
however,

“The library used to require
a users’ deposit,” Miss Taylor
reported. “Somewhere along
the line that was dropped and

-«

the ‘deposits returned. But
there still- are people  who
haven't picked up their
deposits.

“If a person comes by and
his name is on the list, he still
can get his money back.”

Recently there have been
several unusual circumstances
involving fines, Miss Taylor

noted.

‘One_little fellow had a $3
fine,” she said. “He’d come in
and pay a nickel or a dime.
Finally he got it down to 98
cents and we let him check out
books again.

‘“‘He really worked at it.”

Another person lost most of
his possessions—and a number

Miller Says Overcrowding
In Jails Can’t Continue

BRISTOL (AP)—Unléss mon-
ey is appropriated pretty soon
to build new corrections facil-
ities in Virginia, the state may
be forced to stop admitting
prisoners, Atty. Gen. Andrew
P. Miller said Thursday.

Miller spoke to more than 100
law enforcement officials at-
tending the Virginia State
Crime Clinic here.

He said the state corrections
system has reached a crisis
point because of the over-
crowded conditions in all state
jails.

“Continued overcrowding in
the state’s jail simply can’t be
tolerated,” he said, adding the
General Assembly is going to
have to find funds to contruct
new facilties.

If it doesn’t, the state may be

&

faced with a litigation saying it
can’t admit anyone else to pris-
on, Miller said. He said similar
court actions already are un-
derway agaisnt two other
states.

The attorney general said lo-
cal jails are backlogged with
nearly 2,000 prisoners ‘“placing
an intolerable burden on sher-
iffs and forcing the escape rate
up.”

Arts, Crafts Show

An Arts and Crafts Show
featuring work in leather,
wood, metal, glass and pain-
tmgs by the inmates of Camp
15 in Chatham will be held
tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 6
p-m. in Danville’s Ballou Park
Shopping Center.

of library books—in a fire.
Elick and the fire victim set up
a payment schedule so he could
continue to use the library.

Such honesty is not too
unusual, she explained.

“Sometimes a person will
come in and tell us he brought a
book back a day late and put it
in the book drop. We don’t keep
track of every two-cent fine,
but he’ll insist on paying it.

““Senior citizens don’t have to
pay late fines. We still want
them to pay the postage on the
overdue notices, and we want
the books back,” she said.

Quite often, Miss Taylor
said, elderly people ‘‘who
admit to being senior citizens,
will insist on paying the fines
anyway.”

The list of numbers at the
main check-out desk serves
another purpose, Miss Taylor
noted. “If a person tells us his
card is stolen, we put the
number on the list,” she said.
“So if someone steals a card, it
won’t do much good, since he
can’t use it.”

The number gets on the list if
a person moves and leaves no
forwarding address. “A lot of
people don’t realize they have
to notify us of address
changes,” she said. “But it’s
there in the agreement they
sign when they get the card.”
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Continued from First Page

who carved out a more moderate image for the Republican party
and 3 more moderate place in the spectrum.

UNFORTUNATELY, a natural result of the conservative
approach to state government is to abdicate to the federal
government . . . many responsibilities that more appropriately
should have been assumed at the state level. It is almost too late
to change that trend.

Nonetheless, I would €ncourage the state to reexamine its
priorities to determine if the cause of conservatism is truly being
served by failure to move forward in such sensitiveareasastran-
sportation, public health, pollution, no-fault insurance, medical
malpractice, medical standards, land use planning; environmen-
tal controls, day care.

I recognize that politicians elected in a conservative at-
mosphere may find it easier to prevail on a platform resistant to
change, ridiculing new ideas and trading on the fears and
suspicions of the electorate.

But the inevitable consequence of this tendency is to inhibit '
development of new ideas and new leadership. If conservatism is
to be meaningful, it must assume the corollary obligation of
recognizing that the status quo cannot long prevail.

TAND OTHER REPUBLICANS were agitating [in the General
Assembly ] for removal of the poll tax, for election law reform,
open meetings, more money for mental health facilities and
public education.

Wewereable to point out case after case where Virginiawason
the bottom or close to the bottom in every index of state govern-

. ment performance. And our warning was: Do these things
because it is your responsibility. If we don’t do them on the state
level, the federal government will. Of course, that is wha\t hap-
pened.

Contrast my liberal, far left activity in the General Assembly
with my standing in the Congress of the United States. A liberal to
moderateby everystandardin the General Assembly of Virginia,
I'now find myself counted among the most conservative mem-
bers of the Congress of the United States. : ;

If your congressional representatives are in every way a
reflection of the people of Virginia, then youbegin tocomprehend
how truly conservative Virginia must be!

THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA are conservative by inclination,
by heredity, by day and by night. They have chosen a government
which reflects their conservatism. \

Whatis the impact of this public policy in Virginia? The answer
is that the impact is total. :

A cynic would call this an accumulated error., If you set your
clock by mine, and I set my clock by yours, and we do that often’
enough, we accumulate the errors ineach, and prettysoonweare
either way behind or way ahead.

Wehad for manyyearsalimitedelectorateandan organization
whose poli }ical control was substantial. And one basic object of
thatorganization was survival, and its premise was: youcan sur-
vive forever if you don’t get too far ahead of your troops.

The elected representatives did not lead, but followed. The
classic exception must be the first administration of Mills
Godwin, which was adrasticchange in the courseand directionof
Virginia government engendered by a new awareness that the
two-party system through political debate had awakened
Virginians to the realization that their government was falling
short of its responsibilities in many areas.

NEW LEADERSHIP did not develop, and this is the major
shortcoming of the conservative Democratic organization. The
young leadership withnew ideas was not encouraged. Indeed, the
Young Turks of the early 1950s, who were systematically
eliminated from the General Assembly through total frustration,
simply lost interest in politics.

As a result, when the showdown came for control of the
Virginia Democratic party — between the national liberal
Democrats on the one hand and the conservative, traditional
Virginia Democrats on the other (the Organization), the conser-
vatives could not produce the leadership necessary toretain con-
trol. The surviving conservative Virginia Democrats have been
frozenout of the party, although there are a few that don’t know it
yet.

Sometime in the early 1970s, those people who found them-
selves cast out of the leadership responsibility found ahome with
the Republican party, whichis certainly more moderate than the
prevailing leadership of the state Democratic party, and that is
where we are at the moment. :

The prevailing question, of course, is whether the Republican
party at the state level will be dominated by those who formerly

'led the Democratic partyor whetherit will bedominatedby those

Continued on Page 4, Col. 3.
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