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NY,
G“' "In order to survive, the free world must
acquire a more sophisticated knowledge of

communism . . .'"¥* . { Aunif
AN 3\

Against this backgrouﬁd of obvious need - ené-
pobtte—pesponsittitty - what is in fact being taught at
the high school level? The answer in Richmond at the
time of our study was deeply disquieting.

The socia science curriculum pattern would
have been quite familiar to those of us who went to school

'

20 or 30 years ago. re were much the same type of
courses on history and government, and there were some
survey courses (usually elective) on world history and
comparative govermnment. It was in these courses,. -seme-
times-almost -as- postscripts, that our pupils were re-
ceiving some uncoordinated and extwemely superficial
instruction on the Soviet Union and communism. There
was even less on China, other Asian countries)and e
the emerging African nations.

The simple truth was, at the high school level

at least, the social studies courses in Virginia had

*Saturday Review, December 31, 1960 issue, Sidney Hook
(Head of Philosophy Department, New York University.)
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I have been speaking about the high schools,

———

with which I have had some experience. There is

substantial authority for the view that the situation

R N

at the college level has not been appreciably better.

Allen W. Dulles, in a major speech on this subject

in August 1960 said:

Cg*f "By and large . . . except in the graduate
" schools, (communism) is not generally
taught. I have reviewed the curriculums
of many of our universities and colleges
and . . . our students are not yet afforded !
a broad opportunity to gain the essential ;
{

N e tn e st e et

background knowledge of communist history
- . 1] . .
\\\\>§ and policy.''* Chows PR e

At this point, may I pause to make it perfectly

clear that I am not criticising our schools or colleges

*Allen W. Dulles, Speech before Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Detroit, August 22, 1962. College courses on
history and comparative government do, of course, deal
in varying degrees with communism, but the problem is
one of emphasis, priority and depth. An example

of what can be done at the college level is the
required course at the University of San Francisco on
"The Philosophy, Dynamics and Tactics of World Communism'.
At the graduate level a number of our universities

are doing conspicuous work, The Russian Research

Center at Harvard and the Research Institute on
Communist Affairs at Columbia University being examples.






Legion, and the National Association of Attorneys
General.*

At the time of the ABA resolution, the ques-
tion then being debated (and by relatively few voices)
was whether there should be instruction on this subject.
The extent of the progress since February 1961 is
indicated by the fact that today the debate is how
best to provide this instruction.

In my judgment the current question - with all
of its implications - is far more difficult than the
initial one. It is here that I feel that the organized
bar can continue to make a significant contribution.

I will now mention - without elaboration -
some of the thorny problems of how best to accomplish
sound instruction on communism and its contrast with
freedom under law. The following questions will indi-
cate the nature of these problems:

g&/r‘é $. Should there be legislation? The ABA
committee (of~which-I-Was-eheirman-last~year) thought

*The NEA and the American Legion have recently published
a booklet entitled Teaching About Communism, Guidelines
for Junior and Senior High School Teachers.
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that legislation was normally not necessary. Usually,
state and local boards of education have the requisite
authorlty and are responsive on this subject.*

ﬁybbﬁw§;? Should the emphasis be on education, or

should it be antlcommunlst indoctrination? This is a
l\

vital point. Most lawyers share my deep conviction that

communism is the most sinister movement in all history;
that it is the enemy of our country and of freedom
everywhere; and that it must be defeated. Moreover,
schools in communist countries are z.majO"\
indoctrination.

But in America, the educational process is

closely and properly related to a principal objective

*Louisiana and Florida by legislation adopted in 1960
and 1961 respectively now require the teaching of the
contrast between communism and the American system.

A New York statute effective last month (N.Y. Laws 1961,
Ch. 662) makes the teaching of the facts about communism
permissive. But most states have still left this to
voluntary action by state and local boards. Although
information is incomplete, the ABA committee reported
last summer that state boards of education or state
superintendents of public instruction have either approved
courses on communism or initiated a study towards the
establishment thereof in California, Maryland, Oregen,
Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin. These are in
addition to many local school boards which have moved
without state=-wide action.
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of our society - freedom of the individual. This

obviously includes f.eedom of the mind, and this in

turn includes freedc.. and capacity to think and make

(5 en e

rational choices. In the light of these great traditicns,

e et . )

e s e s ey

the subject of communism (like any other subject) should
be taught factually, thoroughly and objectively. This
is indeed in our national interesE)as American students
jealously reserve to themselves the right to make
rational choices. And they would be the first to resent -
or later to be disillusioned by - teaching which depa.ts
from these traditional standards.

There is no danger in teaching the truth about
communism. As Mr. Dulles wisely said:

Ggﬁgg "We should not be afraid to teach the

subject. The history of communism and
all of its vorks would bear its own

indictment ofi=she-s3e&em. Let the facts

. Mo 2 '!‘A
speak for themselves. Clewe Qﬁﬂ&

- ?
M)&x Should there be a geparate unit or course?

o

The view expressed in the ABA pamphlet, which I strongly

*Allen W. Dulles, Address before Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Detroit, August 22, 1960.
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share, is that separate courses r units Eas necessary.
The subject of communism is far too vital and difficult
to be taught "tangentially' (as rofessor Ebenstein com-
mented) in general social studies courses. If it is to
receive the necessary emphasis and thoroughness, there
must be separate courses of study.

Moreover, unless this subject is accorded the
status of a separate unit or course, there will be no
special training of teachers and this, in turn, means
that even the ''tangential' instruction would be super-
ficial and often misleading. The teaching of this
infinitely complex subject should not be left to the

football coach who teaches social studies on a part

time basis.

iy _— .
:%gﬁ&f’ﬂk Are suitable textbook now available?
A year ago the answer to this question was in the
negative. Fortunately, this situation has materially
changed for the better with the publication in recent

months of several books designed specifically for
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classroom use.* No school system can now fairly
dalay instruction on communism because of alleged

absence of suitable classroom materials.

@\\Y&? 5. Is it necessary to provide special
<

training for teachers? As indicated above, the -

answer is plainly ''yes'. 1Indeed, teacher training
is perhans the most difficult problem, becowse
there a ly few persons adequately pre-
pared to teach a course on communism. As the un-
fortunate history of the past 20 years clearly
reveals, very few people in the free world - in-
cluding our leaders = have really understood the
nature, scope and thrust of the communist movement.
But the fact that the supply of qualified
teachers is limited is no justification for per-

petuating the state of ignorance which, for two

*Ebenstein, Two Ways of Life (The Communist Challenge
to Democracy, New York: Holt, Reinhart & Winston, Inc.
1962; Swearingen, The World of Communism, Cambridge:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1962; Hoover, A Study of
Communism, New York: Holt, Reinhart & Winston, Inc.
1962. In addition, Dr. Colegrove's book, The Menace
of Communism, New York, D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc.,
1962, has now gone into a second edition.
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decades, has caused America to misappreciate and
underestimate communist intentions and capabilities.

fEOnce a school system, whether at the state or local
level, has resolved to provide instruction on this
subject, a thorough program for the inservice train-
ing of teachers must be planned and implemented.

Moreover, immediate attention must be given to the ”g

training of future teachers through the "teachers |

colleges".

The ABA committee, under the chairman: .ip
of Morris I. Leibman, is working on a far reaching
plan for the cooperation of the organized bar with
educational authorities in providing summer insti-

tutes for teacher training.*

*At the regional level, there were at least
universities which this year offered summer insti-

Lt T

tutes for the training of hJ" e
namely, tt a
University Eornia Va:
Universitsy ad Flcriaa, tl

latures have priuviucu 2u. e inservice training
of teachers on an extensive basis. In Virginia,
and it is to be hoped other states, inservice
tralnlng is scheduled this fall,. T

-~
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national government. These are determined at the
state and local levels, primarily by citizen boards.
Moreover, public opiniongand citizen leadership
through PTAs and other groups have a profound in-
fluence on the entire educational process. Lawyers
and bar associations can participate, with special
effectiveness, in mouplding public opinion and acti-
vating educational boards and authorities.

Here, then, is an area where every citize:

including lawyerr can do something. (Taking a direct’ﬁ\

are teaching, working cooperatively with your school ;

£
I

and active interest in what your schools and colleges '
GﬁV%%AMAV&

boards and PTAs, or organizing adult study groups,

3
t

may not be as dramatic or satisfying emotionally as .
petitioning Congress to blocke . Cuba. Bué:zn the
long view of our struggle withithis tyranny, sound
education of our people may Ygl} Eg the single most
important pre-requisite to ultimate victory.

While we are talking here tonight about

one particular educational void, it hardly need be
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said tha the entire educational process in
America.must be accorded fﬂf gre~+*er emphasis--
just as . Russia today it enjoys the highest
priority. |

The affirmative teaching of the values of
our American system,{aud its rich legal and cultural
heritage from western civilization, must of course
be the foundation of our social science education.
This is the great heritage which communism seeks to
degtrgyt As J. Edga; Hoover aptly says, in his
;bieﬁdid ﬁew fékﬁbook:

e
5%ﬂwf "Our citizens must develop
(thﬁough education and by example)...,
in a positive fashion, our greatest

weapon against communism - individual
. B et P
freedom under law.''*
u—_ ]

=S prag—vy=Y

Lawyers, more than others, have a special
duty and responsibility to help develop this wider
appreciation that freedom under law is the basic

Pt N

answer to the communist threat.
L~

*Hoover, A Study of Communism, p. 186 (Holt,
Reinhart & Winston, Inc. 1962)
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It is of course true that education is a

slow process at all levels. Indeed, the "lead-time"

m———

of programs initiated in the schools today mfist be
measured in terms of a decade or more. But our only
hope of winning the Cold War is long term. Nuclear
war is a real and ominous possibility. Most of us
had rather be '""dead than Red,'" but one must believe
that ti._se are not the ggiy altgrna;?yes, There is

a thir® course which America can and must pursue,

namely, victory in the Cold War. This is necessarily
a long range and difficult course.

And here, may I emphasize that there must
be victory rather than ''co-existence', as communism
will never cease its efforts to destroy freedom. Dr.
Charles Malik. Lebonese scholar, former President of
the U. N .y and internationally known authority

on communism, recently said:

a/wé’k "It is impossible to have «ay
peace withithe Marxist-Leninist
International Communist Party. So
long as this party dominates any

cg/u-ww“umf
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