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itself goes beyond from an individual act to a political one. This brings us to women
objectors and their incentives.

Women’s role in challenging militarism definitely enriches the discussion as the
stories of woman objectors depict that they want to change gender roles and militaristic
society through their conscientious objection (even though they are not conscripted).
They emphasise that militarisation of society has a huge impact on their daily lives
and gender roles in the society oppress women in different aspects and dimensions.
De-militarisation of society is important for everyone and the book emphasises that
women objectors are also part of this.

Overall, Çaltekin’s book makes a significant analysis of conscientious objection in
Türkiye from a socio-legal perspective and achieves its promise. It is definitely a brilliant
resource for militarism scholars, but it has a great potential to catch the attention of other
social scientists and a wide audience who have an interest in conscientious objection. The
chapters are well-connected and the writing is greatly fluent. Considering the current con-
juncture in the world, militarism studies are going to continue to be a key topic. Ongoing
conflicts and wars (re)produce militarism in different parts of the globe and there will be
the ones who challenge this trend. This book could well be considered as a contribution to
these de-militarisation efforts.

ZEYNEP ARDIÇ
Istanbul Medeniyet Üniversitesi, Türkiye
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KIRSTEN CAMPBELL, The Justice of Humans: Subject, Society and Sexual Violence in
International Criminal Justice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022, 224 pp.,

ISBN 9781108497084, £95.

In The Justice of Humans: Subject, Society and Sexual Violence in International Criminal
Justice, Kirsten Campbell sets out to analyze approaches to international justice for
victims of mass violence through a feminist lens. Using a remarkable breadth of disci-
plines, Campbell develops a “feminist social theory of the existing legal and feminist
forms of international justice and a socio-legal methodology for empirically investigating
them” (p. 4). She draws on her own extensive experience with the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia to consider two responses to conflict-related sexual violence there: the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the Women’s
Court. The result is a book that not only challenges current capitalist structures in inter-
national criminal law, but also offers a constructive and comprehensive set of recommen-
dations for integrating feminist theory and practice into the institution.

The author organizes the book into two parts. In the first part, Campbell uses the case
study of the ICTY to consider conflicts in the foundational concepts of current inter-
national law, namely international crime, the international legal subject, the international
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trial, and international justice. At the outset, the author shows that despite the recognition
of sexual violence as an international crime under public international law, there are “pro-
found contradictions in the concept of the international crime [of sexual violence] itself,”
in terms of what ideas of harms to persons and society this crime reflects (p. 64). This
leads to a similar tension with respect to the international legal subject, which
Campbell notes is not clearly individual persons or groups of persons, even though crim-
inal law is primarily aimed at individuals. The international criminal trial, despite its
ability to bring evidence of conflict-related sexual violence to light, remains ill-suited
to serve the needs of victim-witnesses. The author notes that attempts at fact-finding in
sexual violence cases “create[] testimonial, hermeneutic, and social injustice through
the gendered shaping of legal narratives of fact, victimisation, and perpetration of
conflict-related sexual violence” (p. 129).

Campbell then considers the fourth fundamental category, international criminal
justice, and concludes that because international criminal law “cannot institute justice,
justice appears as a gap or a lack in the socio-symbolic order of international criminal
law” (p. 157). It is this gap, according to Campbell, that turns the desire for justice
into trauma, because international criminal law is not capable of addressing the injustice
of sexual violence. The author does not use this chapter to eschew the possibility of devel-
oping gender justice within international criminal law, but rather to show the necessity of
“opening” the existing legal form. In the final section of Part I of the book, Campbell
reveals the limits of the global legal form of international criminal law, within the
context of globalization, and argues that this is the cause of the contradictions in the fun-
damental legal categories. At the ICTY, she shows, there were struggles to change the
then-existing framework of international criminal law, through the development of fem-
inist rules, practices, and values. While these contributed to the development of the
gender-based crime of sexual violence, they were “not sufficient to change international
criminal law itself” (p. 197).

One important contribution this book makes to feminist legal scholarship in inter-
national criminal law is the author’s use of such a wide range of disciplines to construct
her critique. Not only does Campbell rely on her years of fieldwork in the former
Yugoslavia and at the ICTY, but she also engages with sociological, philosophical, pol-
itical science, historical, and economic critiques of the law. The author deftly moves
between these disciplines without sacrificing intellectual rigor or losing the reader.

Part I does rely almost solely on the ICTY to ground the author’s understanding and
critiques of international criminal law, and this leads to two possible concerns with the
overall conclusions in the first part of the book. First, the author’s conclusions are
almost always about “international criminal law” or “international criminal justice” as
a whole, and while the ICTY represents an important structure within that system, it
does not represent the whole system. While Campbell notes her reasons for using a
case study as an illustration, she still seems to generalize with respect to the conclusions.
The ICTY has been wrapped up (for the most part) since 2017, while the International
Criminal Court (ICC) is much more reflective of current practices in international crim-
inal law. This is not to say that many of Campbell’s critiques do not also apply to the ICC,
but given that the body was created pursuant to a different legal structure than the ICTY,
and given that there was at least some thought put into constructing an institution better
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able to address sexual violence against women in conflict, the suggestion that inter-
national criminal law as a whole suffers from all the same problems as the ICTY
might be stronger were it argued for, rather than assumed on the basis of one legal body.

Second, the author’s reliance on the ICTY may unnecessarily narrow the author’s
engagement with larger questions about international criminal justice. In chapter 5, the
author criticizes the focus on the justificatory foundations of international criminal law,
claiming that it increasingly results in the “rejection of international criminal justice
per se for conflict-related sexual violence” (p. 131). Instead, Campbell chooses to
assess international justice as a legal category, identifying the values that underpin the cat-
egory. Yet the author’s reliance on the ICTY may limit her in considering what values
might be found in other, more recent legal structures, or the focus in recent years on
the expressive potential of international criminal law (quite outside of the retributive
potential of international criminal law, and still squarely within the realm of “social phe-
nomena”). The conclusion in this chapter that “models of justice assume that international
criminal law in its current form institutes justice”might be overstating the views of all but
the most ardent supporters of international criminal legal institutions, as it’s not clear that
most supporters really see the legal order as “complete” (pp. 157, 159).

Yet the author’s aim in the book is not merely to critique the entire system of international
criminal law, and ultimately the positive framework Campbell proposes does not rely on the
scope of her critique. In Part II of the book, Campbell turns to the Women’s Court, one of a
series of initiatives that developed as an alternative to the traditional justice mechanisms for
the former Yugoslavia in the post-conflict period. She analyzes the potential of theWomen’s
Court to achieve what international criminal trials at the ICTY could not: a feminist, trans-
formative form of justice. Campbell notes that the Women’s Court develops a new concept
of justice, grounded in addressing concrete injustice, and “necessarily normatively oriented
to a future gender-just society” (p. 214). The categories contained in this feminist form of
justice include (1) transformative feminist justice; (2) gender-based injustice; (3) feminist
justice proceedings; (4) feminist judging; and (5) feminist subjects (p. 231).

Campbell concludes that the Women’s Court is successful in countering the capitalist,
globalist structures that plagued the ICTY, thereby showing the possibility for different
models of justice. In chapter 8, she attempts to use this model to engage with international
criminal law, rather than claiming that the success of theWomen’s Court suggests we should
remove the realm of gender-based violence from international criminal law altogether. The
author shows we can include international criminal law in a feminist, relational model for
responding to gender-based harms of conflict. In the final chapter, Campbell offers two strat-
egies for integrating this feminist justice model with international criminal law. First, she
suggests a direct alternative to the foundational concepts she critiques in the first part of
the book, suggesting feminist models of substantive offenses, legal subjecthood, legal pro-
ceedings and institutions, and relational legal justice. Second, the author develops feminist
principles for policy and legal frameworks for prosecuting sexual violence, including a draft
international convention on conflict-related sexual violence.

One of the strongest and most necessary parts of the proposal is the focus on feminist
epistemology as a crucial feature of Campbell’s feminist approach to international crim-
inal justice. Centering victim-witnesses of sexual violence as legal subjects in inter-
national criminal law not only requires more participation from women at every level,
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but also requires that we change norms within the trial proceedings. Campbell takes great
care to provide a gender analysis of each angle of a trial proceeding, and the discussion of
feminist fact-finding is particularly striking. While the “white, Western, and male global
elites” have traditionally made up the international legal profession and installed their
preferred norms for fact-finding, the author’s proposal requires that we transform the
courtrooms as well as the laws they enforce (pp. 324–325).

In short, Campbell’s book is an essential contribution to larger conversations about
whether the global underpinnings of international law generally, and international crim-
inal law specifically, can be overcome to make the institutions serve the needs of more
global communities. This author’s feminist model of justice for gender-based violence
is hopeful that they can.

SHANNON FYFE
George Mason University, USA
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JOSH BOWSHER, The Informational Logic of Human Rights: Network Imaginaries in the Cybernetic
Age. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2022, pp. 216, ISBN 9781399509909, £85 (hbk) (ebk).

This book makes a novel and generative contribution to the debate concerning the nature
of the relationship between neoliberalism and human rights (Marks, 2013; Moyn, 2015;
Whyte, 2019). Those familiar with the debate will recognise a number of the conventions
of the critical literature: the periodisation (the book eschews longer histories of rights in
favour of the moment of their political breakthrough in the 1970s); cast (dissidents,
NGOs, the Carter administration, etc.); and concern with forms of harm unaccounted
for by the dominant articulation of rights. That is where the similarities end, however.
The book does not address itself to the coincidence (or otherwise) of their contemporan-
eous rise amidst the economic shocks of the 1970s or their shared commitment to carving
out a sphere of individual freedom. Instead, Bowsher situates both developments within a
wider conjuncture, cybernetic capitalism, and devotes himself to unpacking its influence
on contemporary human rights practices. The book draws on extensive archival material
and secondary literature, including bodies of scholarship, such as Science & Technology
Studies and Digital Sociology, not typically brought into conversation with human rights
scholarship. Bowsher unearths a rich seam of insight into how ‘informatisation’ has neu-
tered the radicalism of human rights by imposing decontextualised and depoliticised
mediated practices of ’seeing’ injustice.

The book begins by making the case that the rise of neoliberalism is more appropri-
ately understood as a legacy of the cold war ‘mania’ for cybernetics (p. 33).
Cybernetics applies homeostatic principles of ‘information control’ to complex
systems: information in the form of signal is relayed between sender and receiver,
effects are computed, and adjustments are made. According to Bowsher, a host of
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