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II VIRGINIA: 

'I 
IN THE CIRCUIT COL~T OF RUSSELL COill~Y 

II 
BETTY MEADE HALL, 

Plaintiff 

II v. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON 
and 
ROBERT SHANNON, her husband 
Route 2 
Castlewood, VA 

and 

ALICIA MEADE ROBINSON 
and 

1 
JOHN ROBINSON, her husband 

' Route 2 
I Castlewood 

I 
II 
ji 
11 
ii. 

'I I, 
'I 

II 

and 

PEGGY MEADE LAMBERT 
and 
STEVE LAMBERT, her husband 
Route 2 
Castlewood, VA 

and 

Lil~A MEADE PURCELL 
and 
DOUGlAS PURCELL 
887 Lorraine Drive 

'· ' Newpor.t. News, VA 

Defendants 

I 

) 
) 
) 
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II 

BILL OF COMPLAINT 

Comes now Betty Meade Hall, the Plaintiff herein, and 
II 
llj for her Complaint against the Defendants would state as 

,I follows: 
I' 
II 1. Your Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, and the defend-

IJ ants Linda Meade Purcell, Peggy Meade Lambert, and Alicia Meade 
I, 

1 



I Robinson, are all the children of the defendant Blanche Meade 

I 
li 

Shannon and Guy B. Meade of Route 2, Castlewood, Virginia. 

2. On or about September 12, 1976, Guy B. Meade di.ed 

of a heart attack intestate leaving as his heirs the four afore-

said daughters. 

I 3. On or about the 17th day of August, 1951, James 

I

I Edward Culbertson and Virginia Culbertson, his wife, deeded to 

I Guy B. Meade and Lena!:·. Blanche Meade the parents of the 

I plaintiff and three of the defendants herein certain land 
I set forth in Deed Book 146 beginning at Page 252, a copy of 

which is attached herewith as Exhibit A and which is adopted 

by reference for the description thereof. 

4. On or about the 9th day of May, 1958 Gladys Saddler 

conveyed to Guy B. Meade and Blanche Meade, his wife, the 

parents of the plaintiff and three of the defendants herein 

certain property which was described in a deed recorded in the 

Clerk's Office in the Circuit Court of Russell County in 

Deed Book 163 at Page 405.attached as Exhibit B herewith. 

5. Both of these tracts of land were conveyed to II 
II 

Blanche Meade (Shannon) the parents of 

I
ll Guy B. Meade and Lena 

the Plaintiff and three of the defendants herein as tenants in ., 
common so that when the plaintiff's father, Guy B. Meade, died 

he left as heirs to his one-half interest in each of these 

tracts of land your plaintiff and each of her sisters who are 

II listed as defendants herein. 

2 



The husbands of each of the defendant children of 

Guy B. Meade are joined herein for the purpose of having this 

suit cover their courtesy interests. 

Thus, your Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, has a 

one-fourth of one-half interest (less her mother's dower interestj 

I 
I 

in her father's one-half of the· property) in each of the 

aforesaid tracts of land. 

6. These two tracts of land are so situated as to 

,I make division in kind very difficult if not impossible and the 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

only way that yotLr Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, can possibly 

receive the benefits of her inheritance in regard to this land 

is to ask the Court to partition the land in kind if possible 

and if not possible, to have the land sold at public auction 

under the auspices of the Court and the money received fn~ ~k-

l
:l' sale of this land after the payment of all court fees and ex­

penses to be divided equally among the plaintiff and the defend-

ants according to their interests. 

WHEREFORE, your Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, respect­

fully requests that this court, operating under its equity 

powers, appoint S. Strother Smith,. III as Special Commissioner 

to take evidence as to whether or not this property can be 

divided in kind, ·and if so, to make a report to the Court as 

to the best manner in which the said property can be divided, 

and if not, to t:~eport to the Court that fact and under the 

directions of the court to make arrangements to sell the pro­

perty and after the payment of all expenses, including a 

reasonable fee to the Special Commissioner to distribute the 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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j remaining funds to the Plaintiff. Betty Meade Hall (a one-eighth 

II interest less her pro-rata share of her mother's dower in one-
.j 
I! 

half); Peggy Meade Lambert (a one-eighth interest less her 

! pro-rata share of her mother's dower interest in one-half 

I 
i 

II 
II· 
'I !, 

interest); Alicia Meade Robinson (a one-eighth interest less 

he~ mother's dower interest in one~half); and_ Blanche Meade 

Shannon (a one-half interest plus her dower interest in the · 

one-half interest formerly owned by the Plaintiff's father, 

Guy B. Meade). 
j 

The Plaintiff also asks that all costs and fees attribu-1 
l 

table to this suit be paid out of the proceeds thereof and 

that she may hav~ such further and other relief as may be deemed 

just and equitable under her circumstances. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BETTY MEADE HALL 

By Counsel 
II 
1

·1
1 

S. Strother Smith, III 
P. 0. Box 1204 

1

1

1 117 l.J'. Main Street 
I Abingdon, VA 24210 
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- 3 .. -

flled in ll'le Clerk)_Qffice the./~y of.. .. ~-r ... /G.._· _,.._,.., 19..i:/ 

Writ TClx $ ......... ~···'····~--9... _jdTeste: 
Fee .. eJ.~!>~ .. m.~ •• ~.... ~ 
Law lib. 7 I · a 0 . . ...... ~ _ ~:· • .. :_--;,--:--,· oertc 
.,.otal Paid $._~.6_ID.Q_ ....... "&::1ry_~,;: .. 0. c. 
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1·. ~J~.i~dJ GU LbLlCl~~H.;H aud V :r~~.~l :41~~ CUi.- i 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
'fHA'.J.' for and in consideration of the sum of Tl1~ rl'liOUS~·~ J I , I 

(~10 ,ouu.oo) DuL.LAhS, ca~h in hand paid t.,o t.hc parti~:: s ol' t.he 

first part by the p:trti~s of the second part, at and· before \:.hE: 

signing, sealinG and delivery of this deed, the receipt whereof 

! 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
is lu~reuy acknowledged, t.,he .(JUrt..ie~ of t.hc .firsL. part. have lJar-- I 

i 

gained and sold, and by these presents do grC:Ult, alien and convey! 

unto the parti~s of the second part, with covenants of c;en~ral 
i 
i 

. I 

warranty of title and free from all encumbrances, all those three! 

( J) certain pi(: c~...:s, pa reels o1· .tract~ of laud, lying adjr::tc~u ~ 

and composin& one conti@.lous uody of land containing 52~ acres, 

mort: or les~, sit..uaLl!, lylnt; and l.JE.:lng un UtE.: sout.h ~.ide of (:!!._; 

adjacent to .Secondary Haute No. 609 of the Vir5inia high\-Jay :l:,·s-

Letu, c.uu..l on the wa.t~rs of Litt.,le Coj.>pt:r Cruek in t.ht: Copp~1· \;1·~!...!:\.! 

.L·iagisterial District of Hussell County, Virc;inia, and furth~r 

dt3scribad as follows: 

THACT NO. 1, containing )2 acres, more or l~ss, and is the ~ 
I 

same piece, parc~l or tract of land conv~yed by Ueorgia A. Litz 

by deed dated t.be 21st day of L;ctober, 19lo, to l''anni~ V. CulLe1·t~ 

son, which deed is r~cord~d in D~ed tiook o5, at page 4, in the 

Clerk's Uffice of the Circuit Court of Hussell County, Vir.:_::ini::, 

\·:hil;h said trttct of land :.;u:J eonvt::ycu t.o the ~aiu Jc..H:lt::S Ld~·;.:.u.·J. 

Culbertson, on~ of the partiE:! s of t..he i'irst, part herct.o, by !·~aLt.:::.. 



iJF•·rd3d: ...: ----- . - I 
EO. A. PRUNER II 
;_t:t:•A~ON. V4. 

1'-ll:.n.,in and ot.lH~!'!!, tJu.: tu .. ;ll":.3-~lt.-lu\--J of t.hL: ~.:tid Funni(: l • .,'. Cul~_.(·:·~--l 

sun, and wtl ich s~i d tract of land is ::l~.,re ;)ar ti cu l::.rly d ~ ~ c r· i ~ · · : 

a::; follol<~S, to -\:it : 

BEGii;:;::JG at a iJl~ ck oak CC'l";!t:r t.o Lot. s ti3 :n:r~ =:~.:. 

and \.-vit.h li::e of t..ht: lut.tt::r J. 3 ·,:. 117 pol.t.:s ~,;c,. d. ...... ___ _ 

poplar in'"'!· ·.-;. B. Ca.stlt-! 1 S liut·:..~, and .,,ith his lines 

~-· l//-J/4 'r1. u2~ po1t.: ~ t.o (J ult .. u.;k ui..lk cHh...l uobt...-uuJ, ~ 

corner t.o Lot, ;/10, and ~J ith it, H. ) E. $L~ pole~ to a 

stake in a fiulu; fJ. 67~ E. 37-2/J pol~s to a doc~ood 

and hickory o~ the side of a hill, N. 27i E. 29 poles 

and J ft!l!t to t.he 1J1GliJHII~li, containing J2 acres, mort: 

or less. I 

! 
1 

T.:!AG'l' lHJ. 2, cont,aining 9~ acres, more or lt: ss, and t.Jt.La5l 

t.hu ~arne trilct o.C lund convey-=:d to thu ~~id Jumus EJwur<..l Culut.:L't..- I + I 

son l>y H~ ry 1'. Culoertson and wif~ by d~t!d dat~d the 15th da.l of ~ 

November, 1937, and recorded in Deed Book 94, j,age 75, among t::2J~ 
r~cords aror~said, reference to which deed is hereby made for a 1 

i more detailed description of the 9i-acre tract of land hereby 1 

! 
conveyed. 

'flt..ilCT NO. 3, containing 11 acres, more or less, and i·s tr1~ 

SWJH! tract of land of VJhich ~~illiam J. Culbertson died seised .::u~ l 

pos se:3sed, the title to which said tract of land descended to .r~:.s 

h~ir:;-ut-law, who conveyed tbl:! s.:uu~ to t.ht: said James Edw.:1rd Cu:-

bertson ( v.'ho is also c:tn heir· of \•Jilliam J. Guloertson, de:cl:!as\;;.L , 

by deed datud the 27th day of July, 1943, recorded in Uced-bcok 

106, page 242, among the rucords afor<:sai d, and v11hi~h said tr'-~1..!~ 

of lur~ti is more p:Lrt.iculiJrly d e:;crit.>cd us fullo\·Js, Lo-\·dt: 

'• 6 

' 



BEGINNING at a black oak in J. B. Castle line, ~h~ncc 

N. J ~'i. 45 lJ':>le s and 20 links to a plc.tnt t:d ~tone 5 f t:et 

eest of an oak markbd as point.~r corntr t.o Austin land; 

S. 79-3/4 v•. 29 poles and 5 links to dog\vood and plant c:d 

stone; ·s. 13! \·i. 57 poles to Castle corn~r, and v.·ith 

his line 5. 67-J/4 \~. 1 .. 2 pole: s und 4 links t.o t.he BE­

Gii~NIHG, containing 11 acres, more o1· less. 

The partit:s of the firs.t part, howev~r, expressly rest:r•:e 

and r~tain a cert.ain parcel or plot of land ~:.bht.y ( 30) i'~et. s ·:·~ ;·-:·1 

for uurial purpos~~, vJhich s~id 80-i'oot square shall ue det.er::L ... ·· ~ 

I by usint; t.he gra v~> of l"lilli;;.m J. (;ulo ertson, <.1 eceused, a:; til'" 

j· \..!''-11 point of sci d squar•.:, and \;i1.ich ~~'iJ L-:J~·i.~.:.i ~· ..... 

!lanJ shall be used uy t.ht: .::ulUc:rt.son i>ll<i rclat..i.::l i':.:.iili ... :; 

" ll 
'I 
!I 
:r ,, 

!I 
!I 
ii 
1!. 

! 
: 

The ~Llid 80-foot.. ~quc::trl: lz not now under r~nc.:c, but. in th~ evt,;nt. j 
! 
I 

tb~ part..it.: :.3 of t.hl: ~ecoud part. should u~sil·e thL: sam~ f(:nCl!d, it.. j 
I 
I 

I 
so t..o tlo. I 

I 

Pos scs:Jiou of tht: afo.t'ctiaiu lauu ti is ht:rl:l:Jy rl:~~rved uy I 
the pc.trtl~s of th~ first pC:lrt uutil r'eoruary 1, 1952. I 

I 
i 'l'hu parties of t.he first part covt=nant with the per ties 

h h f ' I 
of the second par.t that they have the rig t to convey t e a ore-, 

i 
said land to the said grantees, fre~ of encumbrance; that the j 

said grantees shall have quiet possession of t..he said land; that I 
they have done no act to encumber the said land and that the samEt 

I 
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I 
i 
I 
I 

is not ~ncuml.Jere<.i; and that they will ~x~cute such furtht!r u.s­

surancus of said land as may be requisite. L 
~/ITNE.::iS th~ following signatur <=s and seals: 

I 
. l 

~ Pc/,,tO~ ~J.MJ;~ (SE~L): CI~~~--~~~~~~~~~Q~~~~~--------

_~~~~~kt~·~~~<a~·~rt~1~c~1~J--~~~~~~~~==~~~------(s~~:; · 
0 

; 
:3'1' i~'l'h 014' V IiiGINI A., 
CCUlJ'!IY OF liUSSELL, to-wit: 

I, .i\.. Bernice Combs, a rJot ary ?uiJl ic in and for the: said 

County of Russell, in t.h~ Jtate of Virbinia, do hereby cc::rti.r'y 

that Jatnes Ed\-:ard Culbertson and VirGinia Culbertson, his v-,;i.fe, 

i 
I 

whose names are signed to tnt: i'oregoint:; v~riting, t.Jearinb date on; 

Au~st 17, 1951, hav~ each this day acknowl~:dc;e:d the same before! 

me in my County and ~tate aforesaid. 

i·1y comuission expirt!s June 6, 1954. 

Given und. er my hand this l'lth day of august, 19 51 • 

/-. 
L{', (j.J. ·~..-.~ .... (_., <!.L-~ 

Vir~inia: County of Russell, to-wit: 

Uotary PuLlic for riuss(::ll 
County, Vir~inia 

:Zn the Clerk's Office uf the Circout. Court of th~ 
ii State aforesaid, the 17th day of Au~ust, 1951, at 3:00 O'ClocK, 

Il
l P. M., the foregoing writing was presented and admitted to record. 
'.and to~?:ether with the cen.ifieate of ~~ledgment recorded. . 

i! Teste: o>v . .-Jj_;_~tJ..a .... L . 
I Deputy Cler~. 

8 
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This Deed, made this the 9th ~~y of May, 1958, by and 

between GLADYS SADDLER, party of the first part and Guy B. MEADE 

and BLANCHE MEADE, his wife, parties of the second part, 

W IT N E S S E T H: 

That for and in consideration of the sum of Seventeen 

Hundred ($1700.00) Dollars, cash in hand pa~d by the parties 

of the second part to the party of the first part, the receipt 

of which is hereby acknowledged, the par~y of the first part 

have this day granted, bargained and sold by these presents 

do hereby p.rant, bargoin, sell, assign and convey unto the 

parties of the second part, with covenants of General Warranty 

of Title, ~11 that certain tract, piece or parcel of land con­

taining approximately 29 acres, more or less, situated, lying 

and being on the east side of Alternate Highway No. 58, near 

White's Apple House, in the Castlewood Magisterial District of 

Russell County, Virginia, Leln~~ a portion of a truct. or pnrcol 

of land assigned and conveyed to Winnie Campbell in the division 

of the lands of Virginia Williams, by deed of partition dated 

October 17, 1935, and of record in the Clerk's office of Russell 

County, Virginia, to the record of which reference is here made, 

and being the same tract or parcel of land convey~d to w. B. 

Saddler by Dave Campbell and wife, by deed dated the 22.nd day of 

November,l938, to the record of which reference is here made, 

and being the same tract or parcel of land conveyed to Gladys 

Saddler by W. B. Saddler and wife, by deed dated the 23rd day 

of February, 1952, and of record in the Clerk's office of 

Russell County, Virginia, in Deed Book No. 1)8, at page 110, 

to the record of which reference is here made for a further 

10 



80CK 163 rt~G£406 
deRcrlption of said tract or parcel of land. 

There 1s ~xcepted and reserved from this conveyance 

a tract containing approximately 11 acres heretofore sold and 

conveyed to Gladys Saddfer; as well as a small lot heretofore 

sold and conveyed to B. c. White. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described and hereby 

conveyed prem-ises, together with all the appurtenances thereunto 

belonging, unto the parties of the second part, their heirs and 

assigns forever. 

WITNESS the followi~g signature and seals the day, 

month and year first above written. 

~ ~ ' ,.) q_L~ {SEAL) 

STATE OF VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF WISE, TO-WIT: 

I, #(~&#id , a Notary Public in und for the 

county· aforesaid, in the &tate of Virginia, do hereby certify 

that Gladys Saddler, whose name is signed to the foregoing 

writing, bearing date on the 9th day of May, 1958, has acknowledged 

the same before me in my County Etforesa id. 

My commission expires /!:/?- cP/ 

Given under my hand this 9th day of May, 1958 • 

. ··""'''''''•,,, 
• '\ • • t I 

.;....\:, \' •• •:-'!~··· :·,_ '' 
............ •• ~ ~, ••• I 0 1'1 

: ·.::::-.-· ~·.'r _.,. ·._.,. ', 
• l..l.J • . ' •• '""' , 
,. o COP v __. .-1 . .. : : ' _, ·~ . ::. , 
,_.J . .._. .... :-~ 
, .-,. ,, Cl • , ... .I 

: ,,,· •• ~ t:l ' ~· ... :~ 
• • •• ' # , 

', /.· .. 't· ~ ..... ·~' .-
' • I 1._~' e e • • • • • • • • '"' • • • • ... ,.-

'•,,. .. ,~, ....... 

Notary Public 
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Virginia: County of Russell, to-wit: 

In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court oft:···! County and State afore-

/ ~ J ~ . . o-R: tf:'·, / ""-"" 
said the .• -.L.::J.~day of .. t::~.l.-7 ........ , 19 .•••• - at •••• :.~--·-

o'clock ······--·-··4_· M., the fc:c=r.~:::·~!! · • ..-ri:ing was presented and admitted 
to record, aRd togeth~r with thf'! c.::.. :ilk~i,! cf •c~nowledgment recorded. 

. ~ .. ~,/..~ //~' ~ .. << ... _,.,/ ··..:· ?~/T·. 
I ~ .. ;.a: ...... ~. ············-- ._, . c 

«iMlm' C'31.Yld ~ .... ~.Ell coum 
Fl-L ED 

I ZV"' · )J--YL.."""< ,.,0 Clen 

..... 
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IN THE CIRCUI'l' COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY, VIRGINIA: 

BETTY MEADE HALL 

vs. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON 
ROBERT SHANNON 
ALICIA MEADE ROBINSON 
JOHN ROBINSON 
PEGGY MEADE LAMBERT 
STEVE LAMBERT 
LINDA MEADE PURCELL 
DOUGLAS PURCELL 

PLAINTIFF 

ANSWER 

Come now the Defendants and file this their answer 

to a Bill of Complaint filed against them, answer and say: 

1. 

The Defendants admit the allegations contained in 

Paragraph Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, or as so much of said 

Paragraphs are facts, and not to the correctness of the 

conclusions of laws setforth therein. 

2. 

The Defendants deny the allegation setforth in Par~graph 6 

of said Bill, and here state that the land herein is so situated 

that the Plaintiff can have her interest laid off in kind. 

3. 

The Defendants further state that the prayer of said 

Bill, i.e. S. Strother Smith, III be appointed Special 

Commissioner to take evidence as to whether this property can 

be divided in kind, is highly improper and is contrary to 

the rules of equity procedure and the Defendants hereby 

13 



move the Court that an unbiased and disinterested Commissioner 

in Chancery of this Court be appointed to determine the facts 

and questions of law contained in suits of this sort, rendering 

his opinion to the Court as to whether or not the property can 

be laid off in kind. 

4. 

All allegations not herein denied are here specifically 

denied. 

5. 

Wherefore, your Defendants pray that S. Strother Smith, III, 

be denied his request to serve as Special Commissioner to take 

evidence whether or not this property can be divided in kind, 

that the Defendants interest in said property be laid off as 

one tract, that a Commissioner in Chancery be appointed, as 

aforesaid, for said purposes set forth above. 

And that your Defendants shall have such other, further 

and general relief as to equity shall seem meet, etc. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON 
ROBERT SHANNON 
ALICIA MEADE ROBINSON 
JOHN ROBINSON 
PEGGY MEADE LAMBERT 
STEVE LAMBERT 
LINDA MEADE PURCELL 
DOUGLAS PURCELL 

By Counsel 

POPP, TILLER & SCHENKER 
Attorneys at Law 

CIRCUIT COURT RUSSELL COUNn 

P. 0. Box 466 
Lebanon, VA 24266 

~ 
Fl LED 
/JY~l981 

'-Ku.r~~~ ! 
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CERTIFICATE 

I, J. R. Tiller, Attorney at Law, Lebanon, Virginia, hereby 

certify that I have this~ day of May, 1~81, forwarded a true 

copy of the for~going Answer to S. Strothers Smith, III, Box 1204, 

.117 W. Main Street, Abingdon, Vi~ginia, st Office 

Lebanon, Virginia, 24266, prepaid. 
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G.G. Popp 
. ( 1934 • 1976) 

J.R. Tiller 
N .M. Schenllot 

Strother Smith. Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
P. 0. Box 1204 
Abingdon, VA 24210 

LAW OFFICES 
POPP. TILLER & SCHENKER 

P.O. Box466 
LEBANON. \'IRGINIA 2.u66 

( 703) 889·1825 

September 3, 1.981 

RE: Betty Meade Hall v. Blanche Meade Shannon 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

St. PJul Off•ce 
(703) 762·72d/ 

My clientsh~ advised me that they have compromised the Pareition 
Suit which you filed on behalf of Betty Meade Hall. 

The compromise is setforth in the enclosed deed which has been 
signed and acknowledged by my clients. 

Please have your client execute the same, returning same to me 
for recording. 

Upon receipt of the deed I will forward to you a copy of a 
proposed Order dismissing this suit. 

JRT/lc 

Enclosure 

CIRCUIT COURT RUSSELL COUNT» 

Fl LED 
MAR 6 1984 

/ 

~~~y .. yuly your/,.-· 

~ / ·/<.' 
. :r~ --~,, _.,.,-c 1 /// .. ttc~r 
Jerry Tiller 

/' ,./· " 
/' 
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d. ~/;rr,ot/'u.rr, t:Emith, III 
t!ounullorr. at ..f!aw 

117 <"Wc£t d1'faln t::St. - fP. 0. !Box: 1204 

c:IJ&tn9Jon, <Va. 24210 

September 8, 1981 

Jerry Tiller, Esq. 
Popp, Tiller & Schenker 
Attorneys at Law 
P. 0. Box 466 
Lebanon, VA 24266 

( 703) 628-8441 

Re: Betty Meade Hall v. Blanche Meade Shannon 

Dear Mr. Tiller: 

This letter is in response to yours of September 3, 1981. 
I am returning herewith the so-called Deed of Gift which 
I understand according to your clients was a result of a 
compromise of the Partition S'tit which I filed on behalf 
of Betty Meade Hall. Upon receiving your letter I contacted 
my client because I knew of absolutely nothing of any so­
called compromise and talked to my client about it and she 
informed me that she absolutely had not agreed to compromise 
the Partition Suit in any way, shape or form; that even if 
she had desired to compromise the Partition Suit the fact 
that her family apparently deliberately left her husband 
off of the deed in the compromise indicated further to her 
that her mother and siblings did not consider her family a 
part o·f the family and under such circumstances she would 
have rejected any compromise. Furthermore, you are hereby 
informed as far as I am concerned the priliminary hearing 
before Judge Phillips in Lebanon at 9:30 on September 14, 
1981 is still on. At that time I intend to ask the Judge 
to appoint a special commissioner to make ~is findings as 
to whether or not this property can be divided in kind and 
if not to recommend that it be sold at Public Auction and 
that the ~onies for the property be divided according to 
the interest of the parties. 

If your clients truly wish to compromise the matter we would 
consider doing so by having appraisals made of the property 
one by you, one by my client, and possibly a third appraisal 
chosen by the two people who made the appraisals for each 
side (both of whom should be MIA Appraisers) and then seeing 
that my client had paid over to her the full amount of her 
share of the property as shown by those appraisals U?On which 
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she and her husband would sign a deed granting their interests 
to her mother or to anyone that your clients directed that she 
should sign such a deed to. 

My client is not interested in keeping some remainder interest_ 
in prope~ty that she has absolutely no chance to use or enjoy 
until sometime that her mother might die. Vrankly she wishes 
her mother a very long life and would not have to depend upon 
her mother dying ;n the near future to be able to enjov the in­
heritance that she should have already had from her father. 

In the.meantime my client has asked that I write you and 
ask you to instruct your clients that under no circumstances 
are your clients to get in touch with my client or to bother 
her or harass her in any way and that if they have any messages 
to deliver to her they can do so through me. 

Hoping that we can settle this matter upon the terms set forth 
herein and if not looking forward to seeing you on September 14th 
in Judge Phillips office, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

J. j_/JWj:)J,{ 0nd:J-11/f /IJm vJ 
S. Strother Smith, III 

hmw 

Enclosure 

cc: Judge Phillips 
Clerk of Court 
Betty Hall 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE HALL , 

Plaintiff 

v. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, ET AL. 

Defendants 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

BOOK 

ORDER APPOINTING SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 

I This day came the Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, by 

I counsel and came the Defendants Blanche Meade Shannon, by 

,I counsel and upon Plaintiff's Motion for the Appointment of 
I' .I 
!I a Special Commissioner the court decided the following: 

i'' 1: 1. That Jo Molinary, Esquire, an attorney of 

1
1 good repute practicing before this court to be appointed as 

II 
I; 

J\ Special Commissioner to investigate and report back to this 

li court of the following matters: 

;~ A. The names and respective interests of all of the 
~ ! 

parties to this suit and any tracts of land owned by the 

decendent, .Guy B. Meade, either individually or jointly with 

lhis wife the defendant Lena Blanche Meade Shannon; 

:: B. Whether or not the tracts of land owned by the 
'I 

llparties as heirs of Guy B. Meade are so situated as to make 

Jldivision in kind possible and if so a recommendation of how 

I! division in kind should be made and if not whether or not the 
I: 
;!land should be sold at public auction under the offices of the 

)lcourt with the money being received after the payment of all 
ji 

jjcourts and fees and expenses to be divided equally among the 
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!/plaintiff and the defendants pro rata according to their 

I
ll interests. 

i C. In the event that the land is to be sold what 
l 
!charges may be against the land including the court costs, 

/sales fees, e~ and that she should make a report back to the 

court ':.within sixty days (60) of her appointment herein. 

WHEREFORE, it is adjudged, ordered and decreed that 

the said.Jo Molinary, Esquire, be appointed as Special 

Commissioner to make the inquires set forth above and this 

case is continued p~nding her report. 

Enter this / .. --:r day of/lc l '"tl.' 6 t.,·, 11· 9('. 
> 

I 

II 
II 
l1 Requested, 
II . 
!! • . . : . . • --·~ t 
li 4'•, .. : ''· ~/. • ./,··/ 
~ J • ., ,. ...,. ~ .. _.,..._A;;:.~!..,~ 
I! . ,. 
I; S. Strother Smith 
ii P .0. Box 1204 
l! Abingdon, VA 24210 
I ~ 
II 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF RUSSELL: 

BETTY MEADE HALL 

v. 
800K 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, et als 

49 PAGEti80 COMPLAINANT 

CHANCERY 10,608 

DEFENDANTS 

It appearing to the Court that Jo Molinary was 

appointed Special Commissioner in the ~bove styled case 

on the 16th day of November, 1981, and it further 

appearing to the Court that Jo Molinary is so situated 

as to render it impossible for her to act as such. 

It is ORDERED that Hilary Johnson, be and she is 

hereby appointed Special Commissioner to make the inquires 

as· set forth in the order of November 16, 1981. 

Enter, this 25th day of August, 1982. 

,:· I • } '\ • ~ 

: . )~ --~) ...... · ..... 
'· _. i '\ :-:r ·---t:-·· .'/ 1.' 

I I .. . '~,· J ·");I/ 
,.~ : I <' . ·' ~~ • ~ ' ... • .· ·' I • / ft <_ . .f· l J ( . r· -~ ,· Is; 1 /(i . } 

· Judge~/ - ·' · 
·/ 

// ·.,' 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

~2 

2:3 

24 

25 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUN~Y OF RUSSELL 

BETTY MEADE HALL 

vs. Chancery No. 10,608 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, et als 

----------------

COMMISSIONER'S HEARING OF SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1982. 
CIRCUli COURT RUSSELL COUNT) 

~ F'l tg:so I ... '::31 t,;.. 

APPEARANCES: 

S. STROTHER SMITH, III, J.D., Abingdon, Virginia 
Counsel for Ms. Hall 

LINDA TILLER, J.D., Lebanon, Virginia 
Counsel for the Defendants. 

HILARY JOHNSON, Special Commissioner. 

SANDI MICHAELSON 
COURT REPORTER 

I I IS LAWRENCE AVENUE 

BRISTOL. VIRGINIA 24201 
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8 
n·"· ..... . 
~ ;·'· . I'm not. questioning your answer. ··You~: ~ave to . 

9 ·.· und~~stand.; . .'t~at!·: this is a pr~cess for all of us to- learn ·: 

10 what· 1:he situation is. And I'm not accusing: you: _<?f any-

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

• 0 

thing •. I'm just trying to find out what the facts:.are •. ;t_;,· . .._•: 
0 ....... 

My mother o:c: _no··: one haS;': :purch~sed . 
: ~.·:· . ~ •'.-

Well,. okay. 

me a trailer to. live in, unfortunate!~.·: · . ·. · 

And the same is true with:·--: .;: 
. · .. ·· ... .. , .. 

MS. HALL: Not her. Not her. Mother, didn'·t:you 

18 buy the first trailer that went in? r mean, the' first. 

17 trailer there as you turn in there at the road?. · 

18 MS. LAMBERT: No •.. 

19 MS. SHANNON: Yes, but I sold it. It was bought •. 

20 ... ··o. All right. Now, in regard to the ar~angement 

21 ·that· ~~u had for everybody to deed: ·ovex··:your···parts ... to yow: 
. •. . . -~-: . . . 

22 mother·· ~or her lifetime, and then· the ~einai~er wou.ld·:come 
. . ... .. 

23 back to· the four of you . ·-~·· . 
.•. . ... ·· 

... ...,: l 

. .;. .. 
. ........ . ... .... · . 

24 . A. Yes_.• . ·~· .. _ .. 
. . - . . . . ":.. ~ .·..,.. 

..... · .. "<,.:· . ··~~~- .... 
~rior to the t;i.me· that this.··was· ac.tual1Y.: done 

,,~.· . 
.... 
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t Lambert Cross 111 

2 - ·· .. · 
·~ .. : .•. .... 

3 ~h.'.~:··~~it~1~:~~~ ft(fr(f.OO ~ your other two sisters 

4 were- con~~~A~c.r; d:o' :Yol.i-~now· i£~-·this was ever discus~ed with 
. . 

6 

........ .. ..... ~-~. . ... 
. . .. :. 1 . .:· .. : ;· / ~: :.._·\. .. 

B~tty? ·· · , . t~ ~.. ; ... '!..' .- ..... \ ~~: ~ , 
·.. . • . ' ·-- ~4 l,f "I • •f ... • 

8 -· .. · A' . · Jr.. Yes · s~:rr, I · dch! '7" .- · · 
\.f f .A • "•J '·: • -r• • ... -.., 

7 0.- ·--~: When was it discussed? 

8 A. ~: . The four of us ·went to an. :.attorney in Bristol, 

9 Mr.· Warner~ 

10 MS. HALL: BOWie .• 

11 A. Bowie. And he was to take care of all of this. 

12 But I don't know. Time dragged on and he never got around 

13 to fixinq.the deeds correctly or anything. And he handle~ 

14 a couple- of other affairs for Betty and Mother with property 

15 settlement·· in Florida. And at the time when we· fir~.t went 

18 to Mr. Bowie, this is what we had decided to do,.. what the 

17 four children had decided to do. And it was talked a~d ~.-

18 discussed there in Mr. Bowie's office. 

19 Okay. But when this was actually done,. it was 

20 done by Mr. Tiller, is that ri.ght? 

21 A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

22 And Mr. Tiller, as far as you know, never had 

~ any conversation with Betty, did he? 

24- A. I' have no way of knowing that. 

25 ; 0.- Okay. And before you all actually w~nt:' through . 

'·.;.-2'8 .· .. (."· . : ·: 



1 Lambert Cross 12 
4 .. 

: 

2. 
.. ::.r,. 

6 

8 · .. ~: ·.· 
.. 

7 

8 

. ·.;: .. 

she •·s the onei. COMMISSIONER: · Well, let's let her 

9 testifying. 

10 A. Now, I think -- this is-hearsay. I. have no way 

11 of knowing what --

12 
No. Just what you know. ·As far as you know,. 

13 she was not notified, was she? 

14 A. I did not tell her. •• f .t" ... 

16 
And as far as you know, of your own knowledge, 

18 

... 
she wasn't· consulted in any way, shape, or form abou~· this, 

17 was· she? 

18 MS. HALL: No, sir. No, sir. 

19 Q. As far as you know, of your own knowledge? 

20 
A. Of my own knowledge? 

21 
Yes, ma'am. 

22 
A. Being there in person? 

23 0. Right. 

24 
A. Being there in.person, no, sir. 

26 
MR. SMITH: That will be all. 

* * * 
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. ·.··,. ... 

1 
. · '· 

Shannon - _pire~~: 
.. },·• . 
. ~· -~~~ 122 

.. :~.\· ... '; .......... 

. . · .. 
.. :r·.; "·--

. ·:.!:.~ . . 
3 And,·how.-.close is that to the. Meade property? 

:,. ·-.,~· . 

4 'A. 
:0· 

a<\.}. 

...... _., .f..i!e. mile.$. Ap~r~xi~a.te).y five miles. . 
,• ' J 3 • _.. ~ \I. • t ! :' ' ...... . . .. . . v ,/' t ' .. ~ ~ I .. :.·. 1 .. , J · ~ : • . · J ; . ,. ~ . ....... · ·- · · . · 

0. · ; :·And !bQW doe~ tfia.~"'aro~e:r~ lay? · . ... .· •.. . . . ~.. . ...... . . . 

8 

7 ·And 

~ f't=·lt·.:·a.ays in gooct'i-:"r ·it 'fs""lgood farming._ land. 
. . ~~·,.~ ~. .': • . ! .. : .. .i / ·- . ~:.. :. ~ ~.:, ~ ~ ... ; . 

thera's:. ~ ,~~~~ .. ;~~-~ck_ ~~~~ ff-, i7f 
~ . . ... ~ .. '· . .. 4 ~. - f • 

8 Q;,. And who bought ·that property? 

9 A. Fred Meade from:Saint.Paul. 

10 o.. Do you know for what purposes·· he bought the 

11 farm for? 

12 ~ . Farming and just having a place to: go· to, you 

13· know. They have two or three homes. 

14 Mrs. Shannon, are you do you still have an 

16 interest in this land? 

18 Yes. 

17 And wh~t interest do you have in the land, .to· 

18 the best of your knowledge? 

19 .A. Well, I have -- we had a joint deed. I owned 

~ half. And then· the girls, the three girls, made me their 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

.J 

father's half, until my death~.···· And I'm to· return· it all 

back to the clli~dren at my death. I give it back. 
. 

0. And is this deed: on record?··. 
~ 

A. Yes,. it is. .. ... · 
,. .··~ ~·-

Q. And do you know. .the date· of the deed,#: ~pproXi-

.. 

.· .\ ·: ·• . .. .. " .;·. 

~ \. 

':'' ... -:~ .. 30 



t Shannon Direct 23 
! • •• · ... ·.· 

• . ; ~ :1 ' . 

4 

6· 

8 
~ ·. been s tart~d-? .. :: - ·~ 

7 

I \ ' ': ... ~···-~.,' •; ': .·~t~ .. 
A Yes:· Yes; It· was before. 

...... , ,. .. .. '~ ~·l.~.~ .. ~j'.·: 
To the best of your knowledge, was 8 

. , : . ,.: . "-.. • 
All right. 

9 .Betty Hall. aware of the agreement?'. 

10 Well, the girls said .that· they went. over--
. .... .' 

11 MR •. SMITH: Your Honor, I would object to any hearsay. 

12 Now, if she knows. of her own knowledge· or if she told her or 

13 was present when she was told, s~~- can·· testify. to that. 

14 Did you discuss it with. Betty? 

16 I didn't know they were going to d"o. it:. 

16 All right. 

17 A. They just· give it to me as a gift. 

18 o. ·so, you didn't discuss it with Betty, yourself? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Mrs. Shannon, are you·willing to lay off a 

21 portion of the land to Betty if that can be done? 

22 A. Yes, ma'am. 

23 Q. And are you·also willing to buy out Be~ty's .... -

24 share if a. v.alue can be agreed upon? 

25 A. Yes, a fair price. Yes, ma'am. 

* * * 
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Shannon - Cross 13!) 

2· 

'3 {···;:~·~·MS.~ HALL: ~\fell, I don't want back on the -- you know, 
.. _· ..... · ......... ~·:' 

4: I. don't want --

5· MR. SMITH: But if you could work out an agreed area 

8 that could be laid off for you, that would suit you, too? 

7 MS. HALL: Right. 

8 COMMISSIONER: Okay. ~7hat I was interested in is if 

9 we couldn't get a mutually agreeable part for you, to be 

10 laid off, then you would be willing to have the others buy 

11 your share? 

12 MS. HALL: 'Right. 

13 COMMISSIONER: Okay. That's all. 

14 MS. TILLER: ·I'd like to make a couple of statements 

15 in closing. I would like to bring to the Commissioner's 

16 attention that Mr. Castle's estimate was made on sixty-three 

17 acres rather than fifty-two. 

18 COft!MISSIONER: Right. 

19 MS. TILLER: And that would affect his estimate some-

20 what since he based it on a thousand dollars per acre. And 

21 I would also like to make a motion that all of the·expenses 

22 be considered in this, to be deducted from the pro-rata 

23 shares. And I'd also like to make a motion that -- I think 

24 it's proper for the Court to do this rather than. the 

25 Commissioner, but I'm not sure what the procedure is on it. 
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2 

3 :· ... But .. I would like to make a motion that there be three 
.. ~ ~'< .-. ~. .. . 

.. 

4 
.... ,, - . . 

·'commissioners apointed to go on the land, one chosen by me, 

& one chosen by Mr. Smith, and one, a surveyor, to go on the 

a property and see if the property can be· divided, and find 

7 out haw it can be divided up. 

8 MR. SMITH: I have no proble~s with that. I would 

g suggest that -- we already have one appointed by the Court. 

10 Maybe I could appoint one and --

11 COMMISSIONER: There's not been -- oh, oh. 

12 MR. SMITH: I'm talking about having you go ahead and 

13 be -- since you're familiar with it. And then have one 

14 appointed by each of the respective parties. But as far 

15 
as the expenses are concerned, I agree that the exoenses 

16 
should be included, the expenses that are attributable to 

17 
the maintenance tor the real estate, should be included 

18 but -- and also expenses that were involved in income pro-

19 ducing, such as expenses relative to the trailer court. But 

20 
I would also suggest that if the expenses are to be included 

21 
that the income is to be included also. I understand that 

22 
that would be -- it would include income and expenses and 

23 
then the property. 

24 
COMMISSIONER: All right. Anything further? 

25 
MS. TILLER: I believe the income to be included, it 

33 



1 

2 
. . 

4 

...... : 

.•· ~- '.'·' .... 

would: be·.- property to include the income since the accounting. 
. . . : ....... ~ ·. 

:--At{. SM.ITH: Well, as far as the income from the land 

5 is concerned, I would want the income included for the whole 

8 time if we're going to include the expenese for the whole 

7 time. In other words, if we're goina to include inco~e 

a only from the accounting, then we '•"ould inclt,ded exPenses 

9 only from the accounting. Whatever -- howe,.rer ;. t goes. I 

10 don't even know when the accounting was. Po you kr.ow ·.·hen 

11 the~ accounting was~, 

12 MS. TILLER: No. 

13 l"S. SHkl\ThTON: Yes, here it is. 

14 MR. SMITH: That was never made available to my client. 

16 
MS. TILLER: The accounting was January the 4th, 19~0. 

16 
But there weren't any '80 expenses -~well, the expenses 

17 
and income was apparently '76, '77, and-- most of the 

18 
expenses were in '76. She has one tax return in '77 and 

19 
one Internal Revenue in '78. And other than that, every-

20 
thing is '76 or the year of the death. 

21 
MR. SMITH: Nell, anything that's included in the 

22 
accounting probably should not he considered either by way 

23 
of expense or by way of income. Anything after the account-

24 
ing, that's not included in the accounting, I would think, 

should be included here. 
26 

34 
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z .. t~2d<t:.:' .; 
.>3;. :, :.~::·~·,(·;~:COMMISSIONER: Well, I' 11 take that under consideration 

.. . .. ~ ·~ . 

4 MS. TILLER: I'm not sure of the procedure on the 

s ~mmissioners, whether the Court has to appoint those or 

COMMISSIONER: I'm not either. I'll check into that 

7 and talk to Judge Phillips about it. 

8 MS. TILLER: But do you agree that one of them be 

9 a surveyor, Mr. Smith? 

10 MR. SMITH: I have no objection to that, at all. I 

11 think that's a good idea. 

12 ~S. TILLER: Are you familiar with Kenneth Addison? 

13 MR. SMITH:· Kenneth Anderson? 

14 MS. TILLER: Addison. He does survey work here in 

15 Lebanon. ~ould you have any objection to hirn going --

16 
MR. SMITH: I don't think I would have any objection. 

17 
MS. TILLER: He works for the State Highway Department 

18 but he surveys on weekends. 

19 
MR. SMITH: I don't think there would be any objection.· 

20 
The idea is trying to come up with something that's agreeable 

21 
to everybody. So I don't think it makes much difference as 

22 
to who does it if they can come up with something that's 

23 
agreeable. 

24 
MS. TILLER: I believe a surveyor would be more able 

25 
to tell whether it could be divided than anyone else. 

* * * 35 



VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE HALL I 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON I ET AL • I 

Defendants. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 

The undersigned was appointed Special Commissioner by 

decree entered in this cause on August 25, 1982. A hearing was 

held by the Commissioner on September 24, 1982, in the Law 

Library of the Circuit Court of Russell County, Lebanon, Virginia, 

and testimony of witnesses taken. Your Special Commissioner makes 

a part of this report the transcript of the hearing held on the 

aforesaid date. 

Based on the evidence producedbefore your Special 

Commissioner, and her examination of the records of the Clerk's 

Office of this Court, the following report is respectfully 

submitted: 

I. 

THE NAMES AND RESPECTIVE INTERESTS OF ALL OF THE PARTIES 

TO THIS SUIT AND ANY TRACTS OF LAND OWNED BY THE DECEDENT, GUY B. 

MEADE, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR JOINTLY WITH HIS WIFE, DEFENDANT, 

LENA BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON? 
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suit: 

The following individuals are all the parties to this 

Blanche Meade Shannon 
Peggy Lambert 
Linda Frizzell 
Lisa Robinson 
Betty Hall 

The tracts owned.by the decedent, Guy B. Meade, either 

individually or jointly with his wife, the defendant, Lena 

Blanche Meade Shannon, include, among others, several tracts 

subject of this law suit, attached to the Bill of Complaint as 

Exhibits A and B._ Specifically, this property is made up of two 

(2) separate tracts, the first being a 52.5-acre farm located on 

Route 609, which also includes a 15-lot trailer court. The 

second tract is comprised of approximately 27 acres, located on 

Route 58, which includes a Kayo Station, a welding shop, and a 

trailer lot. In addition to the aforementioned tracts subject 

of this law suit, the deceased also owned a cemetery lot in Temple 

Hill, Russell County, Virginia; and a house on a 50 foot x 50 

foot lot located at 413 Usina Street, St. Augustine, Florida, at 

the time of his death, both of which are not included in this 

law suit. 

A. 52.5-Acre Farm 

Mr. David Castle, witness for the plaintiff, appraised 

the "63 acre" farm, including buildings, at $100,000. Because 

the tract of property is in fact only 52.5 acres, _it was 

necessary to adjust his appraisal by subtracting. $10.,500, his 

value for 10.5 acres, from his $100,000 figure. Theref~r~, the 

net appraisal for the 52.5-acre farm, based on Mr. Castle's 

value, is $89,500. This figure includes the property on which-
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the trailer park is located, which Mrs. Blanche Shannon testified 

is two (2) acres. Therefore, using Mr. Castle's figure of 

$1,000 per acre, the net value of the farm, excluding the 

trailer park property, is $87,500. 

Mr. Garland Patton, witness for defendants, appraised 

this tract at $88,700, valuing the property at $2,000 per acre. 

Excluding the trailer park property (two acres), Mr. Patton's 

appraisal of the farm ··would be $84,700. 

Mr. Steve Wise, witness for defendants, appraised this 

tract at $89,000, valuing the property at $1,000 per acre. 

Therefore, the net value of the farm, excluding the trailer 

park property, would be $87,000. 

All witness who testified at the September 24, 1982, 

hearing were of the opinion that although the farm property 

itself could not be partitioned in kind, the trailer court or lots 

. thereof could be set off !rom the rest of the property, providing 

a water easement was granted to the trailer lots from the owner 

of the farm. 

B. 27-ACRE TRACT 

on· this 27-acre tract, which consists mostly of steep 

wood hillside, is located a Kayo gas station, welding shop, and 

a trailer lot. Mr. Castle appraised this tract, with improvements, 

at $38,700. Mr.Patton appraised this same property at $37,100. 

Mr. Wise's appraisal of this property was $34,600. His under­

standing, however, was that the total monthly rent from the 

premises (Kayo gas station, which rented for $350 a month, the 

welding shop, which rented for $250 a month, and the trailer 
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lot which rented for $40 a month) was $500 a month, when it was, 

in actuality, $640 a month. He testified that had he known the 

true value of the property, his estimate would have been higher. 

However, because he did not detail his method for computing the 

value to the Court, this Commissioner is unable to adjust his 

appraisal to reflect the true value of the property. Therefore, 

the figure of $34,600 decided by Mr. Wise was used in the 

computations of the average value. This average value is 

$36,800. 

C. TRAILER PARK 

This trailer park, comprising approximately two (2) 

acres according to Mrs. Shannon's testimony, located on the 52.5 

acre farm, consists of 15 trailer spaces, 13 of which are rented. 

These trailer spacesrent for between $40 and $45 per month. 

Mr. Castle appraised this trailer park at $40,500. It was 

appraised by Mr. Patton at $25,000 and by Mr. Wise at between 

$25- $30,000, which this Commissioner stated to be $27,500. 

The average value for the trailer park is $31,500. 

The total value of the real estate, subject of this 

partition suit, is $154,200. This figure was reached by adding 

the average values for the trailer park; the 52.5 acres minus 

the trailer park; and the 27 acre tract. The law in effect at 

the death of Guy Meade was used to determine the dower interest 

for a l/3rd life estate. The figures used under Virginia Code 

§ 55-269.1 were those figures in effect at the date this law 

suit was filed, which was prior to July of 1981. The date of 

birth of Blanche Shannon is December 4, 1920. This information 
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was supplied by affidavit, which affidavit is attached and made a 

part of this Commissioner's Report. This would indicate Blanche 

Shannon's current age is 62, which figure also was used for 

computation. The following figures reflect each parties 

share of the real property: 

Blanche Shannon: The value of her l~fe estate, being a 

1/3rd interest, is $25,525.24. However, by deed of gift dated 

August 25, 1981, of record in the Russell County Clerk's 

Office in Deed Book 307, at page 232, Alicia Meade Robinson, and 

her husband, Peggy Meade Lambert, and her husband, and Linda 

Meade Frizzell,and her husband, conveyed a life estate of their 

share of the property to their mother, Blanche Shannon. 

Therefore, Blanche Shannon has an additional interest in 

$128,674.76, being the remainder of the property after deducting 

Blanche Shannon's initial dower interest. Three-fourths (3/4ths) 

of this figure is $96,506.07, this figure being the amount on 

which this Commissioner calculated Blanche Shannon's additional 

life estate share. This share (the value of the life estate 

conveyed by three of the four of Blanche Shannon's daughters to 

Blanche Shannon) is $47,924.91. Therefore, the total value of 

Blanche Shannon's interest in this property is $73,450.15. 

Betty Hall: Because Betty Hall did not convey any life 

estate interest to Blanche Shannon by the aforementioned deed 

of gift, her share was calculated by taking 1/4th of the 

$128,674.76. Her share is $32,168.69. 

Alicia Meade Robinson: After deducting the life estate 

from hersharewhich she conveyed to her mother by the aforementioned 

deed of gift, the remaining value of her share is $16,193.72. 
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Peggy Meade Lambert: After deducting the life estate from 

her share which she conveyed to her mother by the aforementioned 

deed of gift, the remaining value of her share is $16,193.72. 

Linda Meade Frizzell: After deducting the life estate from 

her share which she conveyed to her mother by the aforementioned 

deed of gift, the remaining value of her shar~ is $16,193.92. 

As stated above, all parties agreed that the property 

on which the trailer court was located could be set-off from 

the rest of the property, providing a water easement was granted 

to the owner of the trailer lots from the owner of the farm. 

Betty Hall's share of the real property is $32,168.69. The 

average value for the trailer park is $31,500. Therefore, this 

Commissioner would recommend that the trailer park, plus $668.69 

be set-off for Betty Hall as her share of the real property. This 

is separate and apart from the amount due Betty Hall from the 

net income of the estate. 

INCOME 

A. Trailer Court. Mrs. Shannon's figures state the 

income for the trailer court from 1976 to 1982 to be $29,745. 

B. Trailer at Kayo. Mrs. Shannon stated the total 

income from 1979 through 1982 for the trailer at Kayo to be 

$1,600.00. 

c. Mrs. Shannon stated the total income from the rental 

of the Kayo gas station from 1976 through 1982 to be $25,000. 

D. Welding Shop. Mrs. Shannon stated the total income 

from 1976 through 1982 for the welding shop to be $12,100. 

E. Mrs. Shannon stated the farm was sharecropped from 

1976 to 1978, and therefore, she received no income from the 
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farm. However 1 from 1979 to 1981 1 Mrs. Shannon re.ceived $4
1
500 

income from leasing the property for the farming of corn and 

tobacco. 

The total income from the above sources is $72,875. 

EXPENSES 

The total expenses from 1976 through.1982, excluding the 

electric bill, was $30,147.99. Mrs. Shannon has provided this 

Commissioner with copies of checks and receipts to reflect 

the payments. Additionally, Mrs. Shannon provided this 

Commissioner with the amount paid in electric bills from 1976 to 

1982 for the "street light". This total is $864. Additionally, 

Mrs. Shannon provided this Commissioner with the total amount 

paid for the "clubhouse" electric from 1976 to 1982. This 

figure was $1,800. However, Mrs.· Shannon indicated the average 

cost per month was $25. The figure listed for 1976 was $300, 

which indicates Mrs. Shannon took into account all twelve months 

in 1976. However, since Mr. Guy Meade's death did not occur until 

September of 1976, this Commissioner excluded the first eight 

(8) months of 1976. The $300 figure for 1976 has been adjusted 

to $100, and the $1,800 total has likewise been adjusted to 

$1,600. Finally, Mrs. Shannon would like to claim $18 1 000 as 

"overseer 11 fee, being $250 a month for the years 1976 through 

1982. This Commissioner is of the opinion this expense should not 

be allowed, especially since part of the property Mrs. Shannon 

was overseeing was in fact property over which she had a life 

estate. Therefore, this Commissioner finds a total for expenses 

of $32,611.99. 

42 



After deducting the expenses from the income for the 

period 1976 through the hearing date in 1982, this Commissioner 

finds a net income from these two (2) tracts of $40,263.01. 

The respective shares of each of the ~arties to this 

law suit of the net income of the estate was calculated as 

follows: 

The total expenses of $32,611.99 was deducted from the 

total income of $72,875, for a net income of $40,263.01. 

According to Virginia Code i 64.1-33, a widow is entitled to 

1/3 of this amount, or $13,421. The remaining balance, 

$26,842.01 was divided four ways, for each of the four daughters, 

giving Alicia Meade Robinson, Peggy Meade Lambert, Linda Meade 

Frizzelland Betty Meade Hall each a share of $6,710.00. These 

figures reflecting share of the net income can be added to the 

figures refl~cting the share for the real property to get each 

party's total share in the estate. 

IN THE EVENT THE LAND IS TO BE SOLD WHAT CHARGES MAY BE 

AGAINST THE LAND INCLUDING THE COURT COSTS, SALES FEES, ETC? 

There are no delinquent taxes owed on the subject 

property. Neither are there any outstanding liens or judgments 

against any of the persons who are parties to this lawsuit. 

Therefore, the only charges against the land would be court 

costs, to include the Commissioner's fee, and sales fees. 
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This report is based on the records of the Circuit Court 

of Russell County, testimony taken at September 24, 1982, 

hearing, and later submitted evidence by counsel for Mrs. Shannon 

of income, expenses and receipts from the property subject of 

this partition suit and affidavit submitted by Mrs. Shannon 

reflecting her date of birth, which informat~on was needed to 

compute the values of the various shares. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CIRCUIT COURT RUSSELL COUNTJ 

FILED . 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE HALL PLAINTIFF 

VS: EXCEPTION TO REPORT OF 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, et al DEFENDANTS 

Defendants, Blanche Meade Shannon, et al, object to the 

Report of Special Commissioner dated December 2, 1983, on the 

following grounds: 

1. 

On Page 4 of the said Commissioner's Report, Betty Hall's 

portion of the real estate is valued at $32,168.69. By deed of 

gift dated August 25, 1981, Blanche Shannon conveyed the remainder 

interest in the real estate at issue in this suit to Alicia Meade 

Robinson, Peggy Meade Lambert, Linda Meade Frizzell, and Betty 

Hall. Alicia Meade Robinson and her husband, Peggy Meade Lambert 

and her husband, and Linda Meade Frizzell and her husband, conveyed 

a life estate in their share of the property to their mother, 

Blanche Shannon by the same deed. As testified to at the Com­

missioner's hearing, it was the understanding of all of the parties 

involved, with the exception of Betty Hall, that the parties to 

this suit had reached an understanding on settling the property and 

had the deed prepared for everyone's signature on'August 25, 1981; 
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said deed to give Blanche Shannon a life estate in the entire 

property at issue in this suit and to give remainder interest in 

the entire property, equally to Alicia Meade Robinson, Peggy Meade 

Lambert, Linda Meade Frizzell and Betty Meade Hall. After all of 

the Defendants and spouses signed the deed, the Plaintiff, Betty 

Hall and her spouse, refused to sign the deed. 

As it was the Defendants' understanding that an agreement 

had been reached and they were complying with that agreemeent in 

conveying Betty Hall an additional interest in the land, it is 

not equitable for Betty Hall to receive a larger share of the 

real estate at the expense of Alicia Meade Robinson, Peggy Meade 

Lambert, Linda Meade Frizzell and Blanche Shannon's shares when 

the gift was made to Betty Hall with the understanding that Betty 

Hall would convey Blanche Shannon a life estate in her interest in 

the land. 

2. 

On Page 5 of the Commissioner's Report, the Commissioner 

recommends that the property on which the trailer court is located 

be set off.from the rest of the property for Betty Hall's portion 

of the real estate. The testimony before the Commissioner was 

that Blanche Shannon, through her own physical labor as well as 

her supervision of other workers, has caused most of the trailer 

spaces to be established after the death of Guy Meade. Considering 

that the trailer park is an income-producing piece of real estate, 

and that the Defendant, Blanche Shannon, caused most of the trailer 

court to be an income-producing piece of real estate, and the fact 

that Blanche Shannon lives next door to the trailer court and 
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manages same, it would be inequitable for Betty Hall to be assigned 

this portion of the real estate as her share of the real estate. 

3. 

On Page 6 of the Commissioner's Report, the Commissioner 

disallowed Mrs. Shannon $18,000.00 as overseer fee, said overseer 

fee being $250.00 a month for the years 1976 through 1982. According 

to testimony at the Commissioner's hearing, Mrs. Shannon has super-

vised, as well as used her own physical labor, to build the majority 

of the trailer court, to farm the land, to make repairs, to collect 

rents, etc., it is proper that Mrs. Shannon be reimbursed for 

her labor and supervision during these years of the entire property. 

TILLER, SCHENKER & TILLER 
Attorneys at Law 
P. 0. Drawer M 
St. Paul, va. 24283 

LINDA TILLER 
Counsel for Defendants 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, et al 

CERTIFICATE 

By Counsel 

CIRCUIT COURT RUSSELL COUltTJ 

Fl LED 
DEC 19 l983 

1 k_'t;. 'ikdc~Ci- OerJ rr .~ 

I hereby certify that I have mailed a true and correct copy 

of the foregoing Exception to Report of Special Commissioner to 

s. Strother Smith, III, Attorney at Law, P. 0. Box 1204, Abingdon, 

Va. 24210, Counsel for Plaintiff, this ij;.. (:((day of December, 

1983. 
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IN RUSSELL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, LEBANON, ·VIRGINIA 

, . 

·l: .,~ ~: -.•: ~·( -!: ~·: ,-: -/( ~·: .. ·: .,•: -!: 

BETTY MEADE HALL -.': ! 

Plaintiff -!: 
RICHMOND, VIRGt~IA 

,.( 

•;': 

"!: 

v. -;': 

-!: 

-.·: 

-,•: 

,.( 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON ,•: 

Defendant -!: 

-!: -!: ·:: -;': -;': * -;': ,·: -!: ~·: ~·: -!: ef: 

This is a Hearing on a Motion before 

Honorable Judge G.R. Phillips 

GUNNING REPORTING SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL VERBATIM COURT REPORTER 

3804 RIDGELINE DR. 

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE 37664 
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* * * 
1 

2 I never even talked compromise, and my client never agreed, 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

nor did my client talk compromise. Anything that may have 

happened, occurred bet~een the mother and the defendants. 

There was never a compromise between the plaintiff and the 

defendants, and if we're going to be talking about anything 

that was a so-called compromise, then it is totally irrelevant 

to my client. 

9 Mr. Tiller That's exactly what I am saying. It's 

10 totally irrelevant. This deed of compromise is totally 

11 
irrelevant, and since she didn't sign the deed she can neither 

give by the deed or take by the deed. 
12 

13 
So, the Commissioner in Chancery gave Betty Hall interest in 

14 Blanche Shannon's interest to that deed which Mr. Smith says 

15 that they have no interest in. But Blanche did not take by 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

25 

that deed, and in order to be parties to a conveyance, you 

must have both parties, the first party and the second party, 

and they must sign and execute the deed, if it's a joint deed 

and a deed of gift where they exchange property, and in this 

po~ition it was really a deed of gift because she was given 

more than what she was getting, or you can call it a deed of 

exchange. 

Now, unless the first party lets both parties sign the deed, 

then neither takes the interest, and we are saying Betty Hall 

did not take nothing by this deed that's in the file. 

GUf\ * * * SERVICE 49 
PROFESS.- •••• _ ·-··-···. JRT REPORTER 
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1 

2 if Betty Meade Hall wouldn't voluntarily do it, to have the 

a other three do it, and then force Betty Meade Hall into ..• 

4 

Mr. Tiller You Honor, I object to this statement. 
5 

6 
Judge Phillips He has a right to argue his case, and then 

7 
you can respond. 

8 

9 Mr. Smith So, the situation was that this was a 

10 deliberate attempt by the mother to, in effect, un-do anything 

11 that her daughter, Betty Meade Hall, could get. At least so 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1i 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

long as she lived and she got the other three daughters to 

sign it. She never for one minute had any reason to believe 

that Betty Meade Hall was going to sign that. Never for one 

minute did she have any reason to believe that Betty Meade 

Hall was going to sign it. 

She and Betty had not gotten along because of problems dating 

back for many, many, many years, but she was trying to force 

Betty Meade Hall into a position that would cut her out of her 

fair share of her inheritance, and so at any rate, she's the 

one that arranged to have the deed written. She's the one who 

got the other daughters signing the deed and she's the one who 

conveyed her interest by that deed to the four daughters. 

was no contract that Betty Meade Hall should be held to at 

all. 

* * * 
GUNNING REPORTING SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL VERBATIM COURT REPORTE~ 

3804 RIDGELINE DR. 

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE 37884 
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TWENTY· NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF VIRGINIA 
COUNTIES or .NO BUCHANAN DICICEN~nN GILES. RUSSELL AND TA. ELL 

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES: June 25, 1984 

GLYN R. PHILLIPS 
CLINTWOOD. VIRGINIA z•zza 

NICHOLAS E. PERSIN 
GRUNDY. VIRC';INIA z•et• 

I . ROBERT L. POWELL 
PEARISBURG. VIRGINIA z•t:t• 

S. Strother Smith, III, Esquire 
Post Office Box 1204 
117 W. Main Street 
Abingdon~ Virginia 24210 

Jerry R. Tiller, Esquire 
P.O. Drawer M 
St. Paul, Vi·rginia 24 28 3 

Re: Betty Meade Hall v. Blanche Meade Shannon, et al 

Gentlemen: 

The Court is of the opinion that the Exceptions to the 
Report of the Special Commissioner should be denied and the 
recommendations of the Report of the Special Commissioner should 
be confirmed. 

Betty Meade Hall is therefore adjudged to be entitled 
to $32,168.69 which represents her.l/4 share of the $128,674.76 
estate. The defendant (s) may pay this amount to Betty Meade Hall 
directly, whereby all of her interest in the property would be 
relinquished, or they may sell some portion of the property 
equivalent in value to the $32,168.69 and give to Betty Hall the 
proceeds of the sale. Either process would result in Betty Meade 
Hall being denied any further interest in the Guy B. Meade estate. 

GRP/jyw 

cc: Hilary K. Johnson, Esquire 

'tlRCUlt COURT RlSSW. COUM'n 

FILED 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE PLAil~TIFFS 

VS: ~10TION TO RECONSIDER THE COURT'S OPINION, CONTAINED IN LETTER 
OF 6/25/84, OVERRULING THE EXCEPTIONS TO 

THE REPORT OF THE COMUISSIONER IN CHANCERY 

BLAL~CHE MEADE SHANNON, 
ALICIA MEADE ROBINSON, 
PEGGY·MEADE L~mERT and 
'LINDA MEADE PURCELL 

DEFENDANTS 

Come now the Defendants, BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, ALICIA ~1EADE 

ROBINSON, PEGGY MEADE LAMBERT and LINDA MEADE PURCELL, and file this 

their Motion to Reconsider the Opinion of the Court Overruling the 

Exceptions to the Commissioner in Chancery's Report, dated June 25, 

1984, set forth the following: 

1. 

The question involved herein is the proportionate share of the 

children of Blanche Meade Shannon and Guy Meade, deceased, in and to 

the property eontained in the partition suit and set forth in the 

Bill of Complaint. 

2. 

Counsel for Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, sets forth, correctly, 

the interest of the parties in the Bill of Complaint, at pages 2 and 

CIICIIR £lUll IUSSILL COOITI 

FILED 
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3 of said Bill, and quoted as follows: 

"Thus, your Plaintiff, Betty Meade Hall, has 
a l/4 of l/2 interest (less her mother's dower 
interest in her father's l/2 of the property), 
in each of the aforesaid tracts of lan~. 

Betty Meade Hall (a l/8 interest less her 
pro-rata share of her mother's dower in l/2); 
Peggy Meade Lambert ( a 1/8 interest less 
her pro-rata share of her mother's dower 
interest in l/2 interest); Alicia Meade 
Robinso~ ( a 1/8 interest less her mother's 
dower interest in l/2) and Blanche Meade 
Shannon (a 1/2 interest plus her downer 
interest in the 1/2 interest formerly owned 
by the Plaintiff's father, Guy B. Meade)." 

It is quite clear at this stage of the proceedings, the children 

of Blanche Meade Shannon and Guy Meade, deceased, held equal pro-

portions in the property. 

3. 

During the course of the proceedings herein, a deed was executed 

by all parties, with the exception of Betty Meade Hall, whereby Blanche 

Meade Shannon conveyed all of her interest in and to the property 

to her children, reserving a life estate therein. A copy of the 

deed is attached and on page 1 thereof, marked in red, is the clause 

reserving a life estate in said property to Blanche ~1eade Shannon, 

~nd reads as follows: 

"Blanche Meade Shannon, one of the parties of 
the second part, hereby reserves a life estate 
in said property for and during the term of her 
natural life." 

At the time of the conveyance, Blanche Meade Shannon owned 

one-half of the property in fee simple, along with her dower interest 

'in the remaining one-half. 
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After the deed went into effect, Blanche Meade Shannon, 

continued to hold the same interest in the one-half previously 

owned by Guy Meade, deceased, and all of her children continued 

to hold the same interest in the one-half previously owned by 

Guy Meade, even though Betty Meade Hall did not sign the deed 

of exchange. 

4. 

The Commissioner in Chancery set forth the interest of 

Betty Hall, on page 4 of her Commissioner's Report, as follows: 

"Betty Hall: Because Betty Hall did not convey 
any life estate interest to Blanche Shannon by 
the aforementioned deed of gift, her share was 
calculated by taking one-fourth of the $128,674.76. 
Her share is $32,168.69." 

The Commissioner further set forth the interest of Alicia 

Meade Robinson as being $16,193.72, Peggy Meade Lambert $16,193.72, 

and Linda Meade Purcell $16,193.72. 

By the furtherest stretch of imagination, one could hardly 

consider that Betty Meade Hall's refusal and failure to sign the 

deed of gift affected her three sisters to the extent of a difference 

in their proportion or interest in the estate of $15,974.97. 

The only interpretation that can be given to the deed is that 

Blanche Meade Shannon reserved a life estate in and to the l/8 

interest which was deeded to Betty Meade Hall, thereby treating all 

of her children equally and not giving her an excess over the others 

of $15,974.97. 

5. 

However, it is the contention of the Defendants that Betty 

Meade Hall cannot receive any interest by the deed, as she did not 
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execute the Scime and it is clear from the instrument itself, that 

it was a deed of exchange and the intent that all of the children 

should share equally in the estate. There was never any intention 

on anyone's part that Betty Hall -should have an additional interest. 

It is not equitable for Betty Hall to receive· a larger share of the 

real estate at the expense of Alicia Meade Robinson, Peggy Meade 

Lambert, Linda Meade Purcell and Blanche Shannon, when it is clear 

from the instrument and evidence in this cause that Betty Hall 

would not convey Blanche Shannon a life estate in her interest in 

the land. 

However, it was not necessary that Betty Hall convey a life 

estate in her interest in the land, as the deed· itslef reserved a 

life estate in the 1/8 to Blanche Shannon and she already had a 

dower interest in the l/8 share of Betty Meade Hall. 

6. 

The Defendants, in support of their Motion to Reconsider 

the Opinion, further set forth that the Commissioner did not take 

into consideration the physical labor, work and supervision of 

Blanche Shannon in the development of the trailer park, and making 

it into an income-producing piece of real estate, that she managed 

same, received the rents and profits and placed them into the estate. 

Further, that the Commissioner erroneously disallowed an $18,000.00 

overseer fee for overseeing and developing the trailer park from 

1976 through 1982. 

~~EREFORE, it is respectfully requested that the Court re­

consider its opinion set forth in the letter of June 25, 1984, and 

55 



decree that the children of Blanche t1eade Shannon, share equally 

in the estate and property involved herein, after properly deducting 

the share of Blanche Shannon. 

TILLER & TILLER 
Attorneys at Law 
P. 0. Box 466 
Lebanon, Va. 24266 

. 
. .., 

Respectfully Submitted, 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON 
ALICIA MEADE ROBINSON 
PEGGY MEADE LAMBERT 
LINDA MEADE PURCELL 

By Counsel 

BY . ·/{,-/ 
Counsel for Defendants 

CERTIFICATE 

I, J. R. Tiller, Attorney at Law, Lebanon, Virginia, do hereby 

certify that I have this ther ~ .. : .. ~·day of July. 1984, forwarded a 

true copy of the foregoing Motion to S. Strother Smith, III, Esquire, 

117 W. Main.Street, Abingdon, Virginia 24210, Counsel for Plaintiffs, 

by depositing a true copy of same in the U. S. ~gst Office, Lebanon, 
.. ·-·, ... 

Virginia, prepaid. (_ .. /.. . ") 

COUNSEL -· 
/ .• • •• I 

~·--- 1 ~_ ; • ~ 

/ 
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DIS J:8BD 01' Gift, Mde apcl ntered into thia the 25th 

day of &upac, 1981, bJ acl bearea ALICIA HIW)B IOBlHSOH and 

JOBI IOIDIOII, bel: huabad, PEGGY MIAI)B LAMB&I.T md STEVE I.AMBI&T, 

he~ buabacl, LDIDA MIA.._ PUICILL and DOUGLAS PUICBLL, hez- huabad, 

asci BBTrf MIADB ILUL, bailla all of the ch1ldzen of Guy B. Ke&cJ., 

iDtaacata, puciea of the fuac part, and BLAliCHB MEADB SBAHHOH, 

widow of Guy B. Kaade, md IOBEllT SHANNOR, her huaband, paa:tiea 

of the aeconcl pan. 

WlTNBSSBTHs 
~----.-------------

THAt lOa &Del 1D ccmaideration of the love mcl·affection 

11h1ch Cha partie• of dle firat part ha'W for Blanche Meade Sh•nnoD, 

one of the pant .. of the aecond paJ:t, the putiea of the firet 

part haw thia cla7 a:lwn, ptanted mel coawyed· unto Blanche Meade 

ShaaDOD a life e•tace in aDd to all the herainafte~ deaaribad 

p~op•"Y lyina md beiDa in che C..clavood Hagiatex:lal Diatri.ct of 

lu.aaall CoUDty, VirpDia, ancl balDs 1danc1cally the .... piece• 01: 

parcel• of lad OODwyecl UDto Guy· B. Meade mel Blanche *•de, now 

llanobe Heada Sb•nn011, pucy of the aacond puc, ·by deeda elated 

the 17Ch clay ~~ Auauac, 1951, and May 9, 1958, which aaid daecla are 

of ncoz-cl iD cba lua•ell County Circuit Coure Clerk' a Office iD 

Deed look 136, at: Page 242, mel Dead Book 163, at Pap 405, zoe•pectively. 

the pucia• of the aeconcl .. part hereby give, grant and ccmw7 

UDto Batey tt.ade llall, Alicia Maada BDbinaon, Peg11 Meade Lasabert 

acl LiDda *ada lurcell, all of her :11\tas-aat in md to 1:ha afore•ai.d 

p2:0perty, with lnaJ.iah Covaoanca and Oeneral Wancty of Title, 

aubjecc to the he~fter r••erv.d life aatace. 

llache ltlact. ShaDnoD one. of the partiaa of the aecond part 

harebJ r .. ervea a life ••eata tn aaid property for and durtDg the 

tara of her naCUJ:al life. 57 



Dw•• COQWJ'aRO .. u:a ... aW.jaoc to the aaceptiODa, 

zoaaena~ioaa, oov.D&Dta aDcl ua....nca , if any, u contaiDecl· 1D 

p~io~ deeda of noo~d. 

Vl'DJISI tile follovi.Da aiapacuee acl a..U, the day, 

IIIDDt:b ad 7 .. zo f1Z'aC abo,. 'llritcea.. 

~~~~~~~~--------<s~) 41CU HBlbl lbltasoR 

~~~~~--------------<~> :nms mamsoH 

--~~~~--------------<&~) lj:IVI LAMIIBf 

~~~~~~------------<&~) @lilT SIWlRWI 

STATE OJ' VIaGDIIA 
COUH'l'Y OJ' ____ _., To-Wic; 

I, _________ ..... __ ,, a lioca:y Public ill ad fo~ 

the C:OUDCJ afox .. a:tci, ill. .the Scace of Vizainia, do ur:alay uzd.fy 

tb&t Alid.& Meade Bobinac aDd Joha BabiDeou, hueband aDd wife,. 

vboae ~· ue ai.aaacl co Che foregoiDg Dead, beaz:ing data oa the 
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25th d&J of Aup8t, 1981, ~ve acknowledged the aame before m 

iD mr CoUDty aforeaaid. 

My Coallliaaion e~irea -----------· 
Giwu UDdeZ' my ha1lcl thia ...__day of _____ _. 1981. 

RdfAit POILtC 

STATE OP VIICIHIA 
COUliTY OP , To-Wit; 

1, , a Nota~ Public in aiUl for 

the coUDty afo~•~aid, in tbe Scat• of Virginia, do hereby carficy 

that Pe117 Meade Lambert ancl Stew Lambert, huband mel wife, 

whoa• DAJDea an ai&Ded to tbe foregoing Deed, bearing date on the 

25th day of Auauac, 1981, 1\ave acknowledged the aame before a 

iD Jill CoUACy aforeaaid. 

My Colllld.aeion expires _...._ _____ • 

Given UDder r:q hand thia _day of ------• 1981. 

RbTD.t tOBttc 

STA'lE or Vli.GIBU 
COUN'lY or -----· to-Wit; 

I, ------------· a Notary Public in and. for 

che councy aforeaaid, in the State of Vua:I.Dia, do hereby c~~tify 

that Liuda Meade Purcell and Douglaa Purcell, huaband acl wife, 

who•• nama• ue signed to the foregoing Deeci, bearing data on the 
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25th day of Auauat, 1981, have ackDowlaqecl the aama befot:e me in 

rq CoUDCJ afozuaicl. 

~ Co..S.aaion expire• 

Glwa UDdat: my hand t:hia _ day of ______ , 1981. 

Rb'tDt POitiC 

STAl'A OF VlaGniiA 
cotr.rrr or -----·• ~o-WitJ 

. 1, ----------.-...--• a Notary Public 1D and. 

for cbe cCNDty afoJ:e•ai.~, in cha It& C. of Virginia, do hereby 

canify cbac let:cy Meade Hall, vboae Dame 1• a1gned to the 

forepma DMcl, beaz'ias •~• on tho. 25th ~Y of Augwac:, l9bl, 

lliVJ! .aokDovleda-.i ClM •aa. before me in my Co\Jilty afore•&lcl. 

~~ Co-.ia•1oa ~~ir•• ------· 

-----• 19& l. 

~IAT~ Oi' VIa.G:C~L\ 
COU.irl OF -----• '.Lo•Wic: 

I, __________ ......, __ • a .~tllr)' I1ut.lic in 41Ul 

and vi!e, wh.o•• name• at:a aipe4 to ~-- for-.;;oit~( vattd, be.,.ri..""a.t: 

uace Ol1 ChM 2Stb d.».y of Au.g..wc. li~l. hav.e a.~;...uo·•l~~'~"~ tl"u.s saw.a 

befor• ~ ln mr Oouncy &!or•••iQ. 

!'ty Couuiaaion ~APir .. 

Ct.ven under iJ.t'/ !uinu cl1U _ u.,.y of ------· 

, t5flkt ] ffiil.tc· 

lJal. 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE HALL 

Plaintiff 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

/0 lo 0 ~ 
,/ 

vs. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, ET AL. 

Defendants. 

0 R D E R 

THIS DAY came the plaintiff in person and by counsel and the 

defendants in person and by counsel, and the defendants argued 

their exceptions to the report of Special Commissioner. 

And after hearing all of the arguments, the Court is of the 

opinion that the exceptions to the report of the Special 

Commissioner should be denied, and the recommendations of the 

report of the Special Commissioner should be confirmed. 

WHEREFORE, Betty Meade Hall is adjudged to be entitled to 

receive property or cash in the amount of THIR·ry 'IWO THOUSAND ONE 

HUNDRED AND SIXTY EIGHT DOLLARS AND SIXTY NINE CENTS ($32,168.69) 

which represents her one-fourth share of the ONE HUNDRED 'IWENTY 

EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY FOUR OOLLARS AND SEVENTY SIX 

CENTS C $12 8, 6 7 4. 7 6 > estate involved herein. The defendants may 

pay this amount to Betty Meade Hall directly, whereby all of her 

interest in the property would be relinquished, or they may sell 

some portion of the property equivalent in value to the THIRTY 

TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY EIGHT DOLLARS AND SIXTY NINE 

CENTS C$32,168.69) and give to Betty Meade Hall the proceeds of 

the sale. In either event, it is further ordered that upon the 

receipt of THIRTY TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY EIGHT 

61 



800~ 53 r~~:433 

DOLLARS AND SIXTY NINE CENTS ($32 ,168. 69) Betty Meade Hall would 

be denied any further interest in the Guy B. Meade estate. 

It is understood that this order does not apply to any 

property that Betty Meade Hall owned in common with Guy B. Meade 

insofar as her interest in sue :Property is concerned. 

ENTER this ~dtr:Lday of~. ij,olli' ~~~~#---

I ASK FOR THIS: 

-11!/Jal!!l!?ux: 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
P.O. Box 1204 
Abingdon, VA 24210-1204 

24283 

Esquire 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RUSSELL COUNTY 

BETTY MEADE HALL PLAINTIFF 

VS: NOTICE OF APPEAL 

BLANCHE MEADE SHA.L'rnON , ET ALS DEFENDAl.'tTS 

Come now the Defendants, BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, ET ALS, and 

give notice that they will appeal this cause to the Supreme Court 

of Virginia. 

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY RULE 5 : 6 

There will be no transcript, statement of facts, testimony 

or other incidents of this case hereafter filed. 

BLANCHE MEADE SHANNON, ET ALS 

By Counsel 

TILLER & TILLER 
Attorneys at Law 
P. 0. Box 466 
Lebanon, VA 24266 

CIRCUIT COURT RUS.SW. COUNT' 

F .. LED 

\ 7/ • /&-
Yt z · -v-~ DeR 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I, J. R. Tiller, Counsel for Defendants, hereby certify that I 

have served a copy of the above Notice of Appeal to S. Strother Smith, 

III, Attorney at Law, P. 0. Box 1204, Abingdon, VA 24210, by mailing 
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a true copy to him at the above addres·s on or before the day of 

filing. 

DATED this the tzi. day of February, 1985. 
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B. ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR 

Assignments of Error as contained in the Order of the Supreme 

Court of Virginia, dated December 20, 1985, as follows: 

1. ·~s the Order of January 23, 1985, void and of no effect, 

as not conforming to §8.01-83 of the (1950) Code.of Virginia, as amended? 

2. Did the Court err in not determining whether or not a 

partition in kind was possible and whether or not its action by the 

Final Order entered on the 23rd day of January, 1985, promoted the 

interest of all parties concerned? 

3. Did the Court err in finding that the Plaintiff, Betty 

Meade Hall, was entitled to a one-fourth (1/4) interest in the 

estate? 
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