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IN THE

Supreme Court of Appeals of ~Virginia
AT RICHMOND.

MARGARET S. GENTRY, AN INFANT,
versus

NORRIS C. GENTRY.

To the Honorable Justices of the Suprerne Cotu·t of Appeals
of Virginia:
Your petitioner, Margaret S. Gentry, who was an infant
at the time of the institution of this suit by her husband, re-.
spectfullv represents that sbe is aggrieved by the final decree·
of the ·circuit Court of Henrico County, Virginia, entered on
April 14th, 1932, in a certain suit in chancery, lately pending
in the said Court, wherein your petitioner was the defendant
in a certain original suit brought by her husband, Norris C~
Gentry, and her said husband was the defendant in a certain~
cross-suit brought by her.
STATE~!ENT

OF THE CASE.

This is a suit brought by Norris C. Gentry against your
petitioner, Mar~raret S. Gentry, for the purpose of obtaining
a. divorce from bed and board on the grounds of ( 1) actual·
rlesertion, and (2) constructive desertion. Your petitioner
fi]ed a cross-suit allegine- desertion on his part and denying
desertion on her part. The trial court r-endered a decree in
favor of her husband, Norris C. Gentry, on the grounds of.
desertion, and dismissed her cross-suit as not having been
proved. The trial court denied her alimony and awarded
th-e custody of her minor children, two and a. half and four
and a half years of age respectively, to her husba.nd, for nine
months during the year and to your petitioner. their mother,
only three months during the year, and ordered the father to
support the children durine,· the period when in your petitioner's custody without designating any specific amount.
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STATEMENT OF FACTS.
Your petitioner· was lawfully married to· Norris C. Gentry ·
on June 25th, 1925, in Washington, D. C. At the time of her
marriage she was only fifteen years of age while her husband
was twenty. She was induced by her husband to elope with
him and go to Washington, D. C., to get married. The father
of the husband accompanied them to Washington, and, although he knew your petitioner's mother, he made no. mention
to her of his son's plans. Your petitibner's father was dead.
A marriage license was obtained by~her husb~nd while your
petitioner was sitting in an automobile on the streets of Washington, and such license was only oqtained by her husband
swearing falsely as to her age.
';
When p~titioner's mother found out about this she swore
out a perjury warrant for Norris Q. Gentry and he was
arrested on it, but when she r~alized that they were_married.
and had stayed together she had the warrant dismissed. This
started. the ill-feeling between the two families, though it
seems to have been abated as the couple continued to live together, though your petitioner believes that such feeling has
.accounted for a great deal of the treatment she has received
and has contributed largely to the influence ·which her husband's people have exercised on him to prevent a recon":"
ciliation.
·Two children were born of this marriage and their ages.
at the time of the institution of this suit were two and a
ha.lf and four and a half years of age respectively..
Your petitioner lived in the home of her husband's people
until their separation and had been fairly happy with him
·until a few weeks before the separation on January 31st, 1931.
Your petitioner was never thoroughly: happy in the· home of
his parents· because of their dominating influence over their
son, and because of at least one· occasiop when your petitioner
thought that her husband's father \Vas attempting to become
unduly familiar with her.
.
Your petitioner, having been deprived of the usual pleasures of"most young girls because of her early marriage and
the bearing of two fine children for ',her husband, has enjoyed but few of the pleasures of young ma.rried couples due
to the fact that her husband seemed older in attitude toward
life than his years would denote. He cared little for social
functions or amusements, and 'vould seldom go .out of the
home with her. Consequently your petitioner would have
to go out occasionally without her husband, but nearly always
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in the company of other married people or relations of her
husband.
While she was visiting some of her husband's relatives in
Spottsylvania County, she was introduced to a man by the
nam-e of John Wood Smith. Her husband was present and
met him also. Mr. Smith showed her a great many c'ourtesies
to which her husband raised no objection as th~re was nothing improper about them. Mr. Smith wrote her a friendly
letter after she returned home, to which she replied. Her
husband found Smith's letter and became very jealous, ·so
your petitioner promised not to allow Smith to write to her
again, which he n~ver did.
Your petitioner had been in the habit of going out to dances
with married couples 'Yith her husband's consent and sometimes with him. Her husband, not caring for dancing himself, had not, however, objected to her dancing.
On Ja.nuary 31st, 1931, several married couples came by·
to take your petitioner to a dance at the Pine Needles Camp
on thea Washington highway. Your petitioner's husband was
asked to go but he de~lined but did not object to petitioner's
going.
By a mere coincidence John Wood Smith happened to
attBnd the dance that night as it was in his home county of
Spottsylvania. He danced with your petitioner and they went
out .in front of the building and sat in an ·automobile in a
brightly illuminated spot. A large light was over the dance.
hall door, and the bright lights of another automobile wer~
shining directly on Smith's car. Numerous other people were .
in nearby cars· and were constantly coming and going into the.
dance hall. The car in which they wer.e sitting was a coupe. ·
Your petitioner testified that absolutely nothing of. an im..:'
prop~r nature occurred in that car.
_
Her husband, however, had followed her to the dance hall
with a friend for the purpose of watching her. :It was_the
bright lights of their car that were· shining on t~e car in
which they· were sitting. Her husband came up· to. the Qar;
and· -had· some words with Mr. Smith, who. went· on. in th~
dance hall. Her husband then told your petit_ionet: she could'
not come home that night, and she was compelled to spend
the night with a Mrs. Covington.
.
..
The next da.y her husband cam-e by a.nd got her a.nd. 'topk
her to a Mr. ~lippins, where he left her and ~old. her not to
come home. He 'told 1\{r. Flippin he would be responsible for·
her bills.
_Your petitioner made every .effort to ~c~m.~:.~~coil~iledi
mth her husband. She called h1m on the ·phone· ttti'd begged
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to be permitted to return. She wrot~ him a letter offering to
return on his terms. She had a mutual friend, John Goddin,
endeavor to affect a reconciliation. On various other occasions she has endeavored to become reconciled to her husband, but to no avail. Your petitioner then realized the influence of her husband's parents 'vas at work on the defendant.
Her husband, in the meantime, had discussed the occurrence at the Pine Needles Dance Hall with !fr. Flippin, and
had left bim under the impression tha.t he had caught your
petitioner in the act of adultery.
Her said husband then promptly brought this divorce suit.
alleging actual desertion, or, failing in that, constructive. desertion on her part. He did not charge her with adultery
as represented to ~Ir. Flippin, but in.sinuated that he could
prove it i£ he wanted to but was not poing so because of his
.''love and affection for his children'' ·i
Your petitioner filed an ans,ver in r,hich she. denied everything and again in her answer offerea to return to her husband, but which offer· was spurned. Your petitioner, then,
prayed in a cross bill, that if a recon~iliation was impossible
that- she be granted the divorce on the ground of her husband's unjustifiable desertion.
'
The honorable trial court held, howeyer, that your petitioner
had deserted her husband and awarded him the decree and
dismissed her cross bill. The said decree gave her husband
the custody of her children of very tender years during the·
greater part of the year, allo,ved no support for herself, convicted her of desertion, and left an intimation of possible
adultery without a scintilla of evidence to support such a
charge.
.
It is from this decree that your petitioner desires to appeal·
in order to protect her. own good name and her rights in the
Ghildren to which she has given birth.
Your petitioner admits that her conduct might be considered .as. indiscreet, but she denies any violation of her marriage vows. No charge of. adultery or cruelty was made or
even contended for. The burden of the complainant's suit
i~ that he will not again live with his 1wife on account of be-·
lieving that he saw John Wood Smith, who had been drinking, hugging or attempting to hug her!1while in the·car at the
dance hall, all of 'vhich she denied. Her husband admits that
they had lived . very happily until aboht a week or so before
January 31st, 1931, the night of the dance. He admits that
the worst he contends that his wife djd was to permit John
Wood Smith to hug her. He admits that she has made
1
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various offers of reconciliation, but contends that he is justified in not living with her again on account of having seen
Smith hug her and because she had received a letter from
him.

';rHE ISSUES.
TI'he issues are therefore very simple. They are as follows:
(1} Did your petitioner actually desert her husband on January 31st, 1931, as alleged and as held by the decree?
(2) Was the petitioner guilty of constructive desertion
whereby any conduct of her's would justify her husband in
refusing to live with her ag-ain Y
(3) Is the husband guilty of desertion by refusing to permit her to live with him again 7
1. The evidence shows tl1at your petitioner did not intend
to leave her husband when sl1e went to the dance hall, but
only after the episode in the car did that question arise. Your
petitioner testified that her husband ordered her not to return home and drove off and left her there. Her husband
denies that he told her not to come home but admits driving
off and leaving her the·re. If petitioner's evidence is true
and her husband ordered her not to return home, she could
hardly be held as having deserted him, while if her husband's
ota.tement is true, that he said nothing about returning home,
but drove off and left her, and then admits that he took her to
Mr. Flippin's the next day and told him he would be responsible for her board and intimated that she had been guilty of
it serious offense, and then admitted that she had mad~
various offers in good faith to return to him a.s his wife and
he turned them down, then your petitioner could still not be
guilty of desertion. Even assuming that her husband's testimony is true, when she offered to return to· him, had sh~
been originally g·uilty of desertion, her desertion would have
ceased when she offered to retun~.
Counsel feels that it is unnecessary to offer authorities on
so elementary a principle.
Going· further, however, under a recent decision of this
Court there rests a duty on the husband when he charges his
'vife with desertion, to first make a. bona; fide effort to affect
a reconcilation before he will be entitled to a divorce fron1
her. This he admits he has neither alleged, nor proved,

·
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nor has he made any effort himself! to have her return. It
is contended that this point alone is fatal to his right to a
decree.

ln'man vs. bztnan, (Va.) 164 S. E. 383.
But the husband contends that he was excused from seeking a reconciliation on account of petitioner's conduct with
John Wood Smith, which brings us to the second issue in
this case.

2. · Was the conduct of your petitioner such as to justify her
;husband in declining to seek a. reconciliation himself and refusing to accept her offer of reconciliation when made? Your
petitioner contends that it ·was not.
1

The marriage relation has a.lwa.ys: been deemed a sacred
.union in Virginia and should never be broken for light or
transient reasons. It is a matter w:qich affe-cts not only the
plaintiff and defendant, but the stat~.
i

II

I

'~The well being and good order ~f society demand that
husbands and wives shall in. good faith endeavor to reconcile
their differences and dwell together munity and peace rather
than to make occasion for resort to the courts for redress.''

' Devers vs. Devers, 115 Va. 517.
The case at bar presents a case which is not so hopeless
that this couple could not continue to live together in concord
and peace hereafter. Neither have so grossly offended against
the marriage relation that proper conduct in the future could
not restore the necessary confidence between them. If the husband persists in his attitude that· he will not become reconeiled with his girl wife because of the, alleged youthful indiscretions, then her own good name, and the future happiness
of her children require that the. matter be settled according
to the principles of law laid down by1 the law of Virginia.
The law has laid down a :fixed rule by which the courts
may be guided in deciding such questions. It is not left to
the individual sensibilities of the indiyidual as such feelings
would differ in different persons. A :fi:x:ed rule applicable to
all has been laid down and it is submitted that this rule is
as follows:

"Desertion

oy one cons·ort of the other can onl;y be justified

i
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by showing s'UCh conduct on the part of the deserted party
as 'WO'ltld entitle the other to a divorce a mensa, and nothing
short of this will justify a willful desertion1 or conti'fi!Uance
of it.
Townson vs. Townson, 126 Va. 640;
Crounse vs. Crounse, 108 Va. 108;
Cttmming vs. Cu.n~ming, 127 Va. 16 ;
Hutchins vs. Hutchins, 93 Va.. 68;
Harris vs. Harris, 31 Gratt. 13 ;
Ca-rr vs. Carr, 22 Gratt. 168.

In the case of Crounse vs. Crounse, 108 Va. 108, the Court·
said:
''It is further suggested by appellant that if the alleged
conduct of the appellee is not cruelty, within the meaning of
the law of divorce, it is of such a character as to justify the
'vithdrawal of appellant from the marriage relation without
entitling appellee to a divorce.
This position is not in accordance with the better doctrine,
and its gene·ral application would be dangerous. The safer
and better vie,v, as gathered from Bishop in his admirable
work on Marriage and Divorce, is, that desertion can only
be justified by showing such conduct in the other consort as
'vould entitle t.he person who absents himself a divorce. The
learned author in Vol. 1, sec. 1778, restating in conclusion the
doctrine of ch. 50, says : 'There is some difference of opinion
as to what will suffice for excuse, but by the better doctrine
it must be some physical or mental impediment creating an
impossibility to do otherwise, or such ill conduct in the other
party as might be foundation for a. divorce suit.'
And again in Vol. 2, sec. 381, of the same work, the author
says: 'Whether the divorce is sought from bed and board, or
from the bond of matrimony, no form of the plaintiff's dereliction 'vill afford a complete bar in recrimination, unless it is
such as the law has made ground for a divorce of the one
or the other sort.'
In Alkin vs. Alkin, 33 W. Va. 517, 11 S. E. 11, it is held,
that the wrongful conduct or justifiable cause 'vhich will warrant a wilful separation, or a continuance of it, must be such
as could be made the foundation of a judicial proceeding for
a divorce a mensa et thoro, the court saying: 'According to
the weight of authority, and what seems to be the only safe
and practicable rule, the justifiable cause which will excuse
one of the parties for leaving the other, must be such conduct
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as could be made the foundation of a judicial proceeding for
divorce a ·mens(]) et thoro. Nothing short of such conduct
will justify a wilful separation or a ,continuance of it. The
interests of society, the happiness of the parties, and the
welfare of families demand such a rule. Separation is not
to be tolerated for light causes, and all causes are light which
the law does not recognize as grourtds for divorce.' Citing
Eshback vs. Eshback, 23 P. 343; Grove's Appeal, 37 Pa. 443;
Bishop on Mar. & Div., sec. 799.
The same doctrine is announced in Martin. vs. Martin, 33
W. Va. 695, 11 S. E. 12, citing, among other cases, Carr vs.
Carr, 22 Gratt. 168, in which it was held, that a husband is
rude and dictatorial in his speech to his 'vife, exacting in his
demands upon her, and sometimes unkind and negligent in his
treatment of her, even when she was sick, and worn and weary
in watching and nursing their sick child, is no legal ground
for her leaving llhn. ''
I
1

1

I

This principle has been well established in Virginia and
the only grounds oil which Norris C. Gentry would justify his
separation from his wife and his ref-qsal to accept her offers
for a reconciliation, is to show such conduct on her part as
'vould entitle him to a judicial proceeding for a divorce from
bed and board.
The only grounds for a divorce from bed and board, a
mensa et thoro, are (1) desertion, and (2) cruelty. The evidence shows plainly tha.t your petitioner has not deserted her
husband, and that if she had she has: terminated said deser ..
tion by a bona fide offer to return. No allegation of cruelty
was made in the bill of complaint.
The only justification alleged by th~ appellee for refusing
to permit his wife to return to him is that he claims to have
seen John Wood Smith hugging his wife while sitting in a car
at the Pine Needles Dance Hall, which was denied by petitioner.
However, assuming that the allegation of the appellee is
true, for the sake of argument, it is contend~d by appellant
that such an allegation states no ground for a divorce, a
mensa et thoro, in Virginia, however improper or indiscreet
such conduct may have been. And as ,it states no ground for
a divorce from bed and board, neither does it justify a 'vilful
separation on his part or a continuance of it.
The law of Virginia has not yet recognized "hugging" as
a ground for divorce. If it did the divorce evil 'vhich is bad
enough under our strict divorce laws 'would indeed create a
situation impossible to handle by our divorce courts, and
1

1

1

•

I

I
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marriage would be a most unstable status, with the welfare
of society and the rights of infant children completely ignored.
The law has always left to husband and wives the duty to
reconcile among themselves petty· differences, and such a rule
would encourage petty jealousies and crowd the divorce courts
with trivial matters. No such rule exists iii Virginia and it is
not believed that it ever will.
In a leading case on this point; Hancock vs. Hancock,. 55
Fla. 680, where a husband charged his 'vife with intimate relations with young men, consisting of love-making and secret
meetings and correspondence, the Court held that this did not
constitute cruelty or a ground for divorce in Florida. In the
opinion of the Court the following language was used:
''Stripping such allegations of insinuations, intimations·
and innuendoes, they simply charge the defendant in the most
general way with indiscreet and imprudent conduct and relations with young men, all of which might 'vell be embraced
under the well-known term 'flirting'. I-Ioweve-r reprehensible
such conduct may be in a married woman, it does not constitute one of the sta.tutory grounds for divorce in this state.
Wo are of the opinion that the bill is wanting in equity, in
that it fails to make or state- a case entitling the complainant
to the relief sought, or to any relief, even if he had proved
all the material allegations therein."

•
''Under such misconduct of either of the parties, for it may
exist on one side as well as the other, the suffering party
must bear in some degree· the consequences of an injudicious
connection, must subdue hy decent resistance or prudent conciliation, and if this cannot be done both must suffer in
silence.''
The rule in Virginia is the same. As was said in. the case
of Butler vs. Butler, 145 Va. 85:
"The law does not permit courts to sever marriage bonds
and to break up households 1nerely beeause husband and wife,
through unruly tempers, lack of patience and uncongenial
natures, live unhappily togethet·. It requires them to submit
to the ordinary consequences of human infirmities and unwise selections, and the misconduct which will form a good
ground for legal separation must be very serious and such
as amounts to extreme cruelty, entirely subversive of the
family relations, rendering the association intolerable.''

---~
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The Court said in 11/oore vs. M oo~e, 22 Texas 237:

''The remedy of divorce is, at best, !but a mournful remedy;
and it is one which the law will dis~ense with an unwilling
hand.''
1

I

Therefore, assuming that the plaintiff in the trial court has
fully proved his allegations of flirting against appellant, and
tha ~ John Wood Smith hugged her in the car at the Pine
Needles Dance Hall, all of which is denied, nevertheless he
has not stated nor proved any ground .for a divorce, a mensa
e.t thoro, and is not justified in refusing to permit her to return as his wife.
3. The third ·and last issue is whether or not the husband
is himself guilty of desertion by refusing to permit her to
live with him again.

It was admitted by the appellee that after the separation
the appellant made repeated efforts to become reconciled with
her husband hut to no purpose.
If the husband was not justified in refusing to permit her
to return to him as his wife, then the law places the burden
of desertion on his shoulders. This is true even though she
might have been the original offender.
It was the duty of the husband, when his wife left him, although she may not l1ave been forced ito leave, as she claims,
to seek a reconciliation and invite Her to return. Subsequ:ently, when she asked permfssion to return and the permission was not granted by him, he therefore, in contemplation of law, deserted her.
Tutwiler vs. Tutwiler, 118 Va. 724;
Markley vs. Markley, 145 Va. 596;
Inman vs. Inman, (Va.) 164 S. E. 383.
I

While your petitioner is not anxiou~ for a divorce hers·elf,
nevertheless if her husband persists in his refusal to permit
her to return, he is. guilty of deserting her and to protect her
good name and the interests of her children, she must respectfully pray that a divorce be allowed her.
If there is any wa.y in which the Court, even at this time,
can affect a reconciliation, your petitioner is willing to resume
her place in appellant's home as his wife, provided he will furnish her a place separate a.nd apart frbm his parents.
.
While the appellee practically accus~d her of adultery be-

·'
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fore Mr. Flipin, and insinuated it again in his bill of complaint, which in itself, coupled with the other facts in the case
amounts to cruelty on his part, your petitioner is willing to
forgive these things if their home can be reunited. Otherwise
she must insist upon the observance of her rights.
Counsel has given a copy of this petition to ·the Couns·el
for appellee, Oct. loth, 1932, with ten days' notice as required
by the rules of this Qourt. Counsel will rely upon this petition
as his opening brief in this case.
That a malicious charge of adultery made by one consort
against the other, when presented with other facts enhancing
its enormity, is a gross act of cruelty, was held in the case of
Owens vs. Owens, 96 Va. 191.
CONCLUSION.
For the reasons hereinbefore set forth, the lower Court,
as your petitioner is advised and now charges, erred to the
prejudice of your petitioner in entering the decree of April
14th, 1932, aforesaid, and for the error so made, said decree
should· be reserved ; and your petitioner accordingly prays
that this Honorable Court will grant your petitioner an appeal from said decree and will review and reverse the same
and will enter, or direct to be entered, such decree as will
fully protect the rights of your petitioner in the premises.
And your petitioner will ever pray, etc.
MARGARET

S.

GENTRY (Petitioner),
By Counsel.

GORDON B. AMBLER, p. q.
The undersigned counsel, practicing in the Supreme Court
of Appeals of Virginia, do certify that in our opinion there
is manifest error in the record of the proceedings in the
foregoing case and in our opinion it is proper that the decree
entered by the Circuit Court of Henrico County in the said
case on April 14th, 1932, should be reviewed by the Supreme
Court of Appeals of Virginia.
GEORGE L. OLIVER,
BEECHER E. STALLORD,
Received Oct. 10, 1932.

·H. S. J.
An appeal allowed. Bond, $300.00.
N ovembe~ 23, 1932.
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VIRGINIA:·
County of Henrico, to-wit:
Record of the proceedings had bef,ore the Circuit Court of
said County on the·14th day of April, 1932, in a certain cause
in Chancery, pending in the said Court under the short style
of,
1

Norris C. ·Gentry, Plaintiff,
vs.
Margaret S. Gentry, Defendant.
Be it remembered heretofore to-wit: that the rules held
in the Office of the said Court on the 1st 1\Ionday in March
1931, came the plaintiff and filed his [Bill against the defendant, which is in the following words and figures:
I

(BII.JL.)
page 2

~

I

Virginia :

In the Circuit Court of the County of Henrico.
Norris C. Gentry, Plaintiff,
vs.
Margaret S. Gentry, Defendant.
To the Honorable Julien Gunn, Judge:
.

I

BILL OF COMPLAINT.
I

Humbly complaining, your complainant, Norris C. Gentry,
r-espectfully represents:
1

That upon the 20th day of June, 1925, in the City of Washington, D. C., he was lawfully married to tl1e defendant.
That at the time of the institution of this suit, he had been
an actual bona fide resident of the State of Virginia for more
than one year and at the time of the institution of the same,
was domiciled in the County of Henrico and that your com-·
plaina.nt and the defendant last lived tog-ether as man and
wife in the County of Henrico and th4lt the defendant at the
time of the institution of this suit was a resident of the County
of Chesterfield and Stat-e of Virginia.
That as a result of this marriage two children were born,
1

.I
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namely, Norris C. Gentry, Jr., of the age of four and one-half
years and J nne S. Gentry of the· age of two and one-half
years, the custody of whom your complainant has.
Your complainant represents unto the Court that he has
·been at all times a faithful and dutiful husband unto his said
wife and that he has provided her with all the necessities of
life and at times has given to her the luxuries of life, which
your complainant could not afford but did so in an effort to
cause his said wife to be satisfied and contented with him.
Your complainant represents that for some· months past
.the defendant has been engaged in correspondence between
herself and a man by the name of John Wood Smith, who
resides near Partlow in the County of Spotsylvania and that
upon numerous occasions she has "rritten him love letters
and likewise letters of a similar character have been \vritten
by the said Smith to the defendant. The- defendant has expressed from time to time a desire to separate from your
complainant and evidently this was due to the fact
page 3} that she· has become enamoured \vith the said Smith.
Upon several occasions in the County of Spotsylvania and in the County of Caroline, the defendant has engaged in automobiJ.e rides alone with the said John Wood
Smith and upon one particular occasion, namely, the 31st day
of .January, 1931, the defendant went with some other parties
to a dance hall known as ''The Pine Needles'' which is located
upon the Richmond-,Vashington I-:Tighway in the County of
Caroline and while at the said Dance hall. the defendant absented herself therefrom and \Vent with the said John Wood
Smith out in the woods near the said dance hall and both
of them begun to sit in an automobile, which \Vas parked
at the place above mentioned. While in the said automobile
'vith the said John vVood Smith, the said defendant bestowed
love and a.trection upon him and was seen upon numerous occasions kissing and hugging the said Smith and \Vhile at the
time the defendant had the opportunity to commit adultery
\vith the. said Smith, yet your complainant is loath to charge
his wife with the said offense becaus~ of the love and affection for his said children. But your complainant represents
that the conduct on the part of the said defendant has been
such that he is justified in not living with ~er as man and
wife and is also of such a character that the custody, care
and control of the children of your complainant and' the defendant should be awarded to your complainant.
Upon the return to the City of Richmond by the defendant
on the night of the occasion in question, the defendant upon
the following day took her clothes from the home of your
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complainant and stated to your complainant that she did not
propose to further live with your complainant as man. and
wife.
Your complainant therefore alleges and charges that the defendant has been guilty of desertion ppon the said 31st day of
January, 193~, and that if at the time she left the home of
youi' complainant she did not intend to permanently remain
therefrom, she is guilty of constructive desertion because of
· her conduct her·inbefore mentioned.
In consideration whereof and forasmuch as your complainant is without remedy, save in a court of equity where ~at
ters of this kind are alone and properly COgi).izable, your complainant prays that the said Margaret S. Gentry be made a
party defendant in this bill; that a guardian ad litem be assigned to represent her interest in this suit because
page 4 ~ of her infancy; that your complainant may be
awarded a divorce from bed and board upon the
ground of desertion; that after three. years shall hav·e elapsed
from the date of the said desertioni that the said decree of
divorce may be merged and enlarged into a decree of divorce
from the bond of matrimony; that the custody, care and control of the infant children of your complainant and the defendant may be awarded to your complainant a.nd that your
complainant may have all such other further and general relief as the nature of his case may require, or to equity may
seem meet.
And, as .in duty bound, he ,viii ever pray, etc.
1

I

(Signed)

~ORRIS

C. GENTRY.

Before the undersigned N ota.ry Pu~lic of and for the City of
Richmond and State of Virginia personally appeared Norris
0. Gentry, who made oath that the ~tatements contained in
the foregoing bill of complaint are true to the best of his
knowledge, information and belief.
Given under my hand this 7th day of March, 1931.
My commission expires upon the 5th day of June, 1933.
(Signed)

DOROTHY TUCKER,
Notary Publit:..
1

I
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And process was awa.:rded to answer said bill
which was duly ·executed and cause set for hearing
at Rnles held on the 4th Monday in March 1931.

'I'he defendants Answer and cross bill ordered to be :filed

---~---------,
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as of the lOth day of June 1931, is in the following words
and figures :
page 6 } Virginia:
In the Circuit Court of the County of Henrico.
ANSWER AND CROSS BILL.
Norris C. Gentry
vs.
Margaret S. Gentry.
The answer and cross bill of Margaret S. Gentry to a bill of
complaint filed against her by Norris C. Gentry.
For answer thereto, or to so much thereof as defendant is
advised it is material for her to answer, she answers and
says:
(1) The defendant admits that she was lawfully married to
the complainant on the 20th day of June, 1925, in the City of
Washington, D. C.
(2) The defendant admits that. the complainant has been
an actual bona fide resident of the· State of Virginia for more
than one year next preceding the commencement of this suit,
and that they last cohabited as man and wife in the County
of Henrico~
(3) The defendant admits that two children were born of
this marriage, but alleges that the Court has divided the
custody of said children between the parties pending the determination of this suit.
(4) The defendant, having no knowledge of whether her
husband has always been a faithful husband to her, cannot .
admit nor deny this allegation, but so far as the allegation
asserts that he has always been a dutiful husband to the defendant, the defendants denies this as will more fully appear
later.
( 5) The defendant admits that she has had some correspondence with a man by the name of John Wood Smith, but
denies that she was in love with him or he with her. That
such letters were of a mere friendly nature, that her hus-
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band lived with her subsequent to having knowledge of said
fact, and that sush letters in no way justified the treatment
later a~orded your defendant by her husband. That as soon
as her husband objected to her writing John Wood Smith, she
ceased to do so and has not 'vritteu ]to him since.
Defendant denies that she has tak$ automobile rides with
John 'Vood Smith alone.
The· defendant admits that she went out to the
page 7 ~ Pine Needles Dance Hall on January 31, 1931, and
that she sat out in a car in front of said hall with
John Wood Smith, and that her said husband saw her there,
but denies that anything improper took place there, and denies that John Wood Smith bestowed any love or affection on
her on that occasion. The defendant alleges that she went
to the dance ~1all in company with arother couple, with the
knowledge- of her husband, who was invited to go himself,
but 'vhich invitation he declined. That while at said dance
hall she saw John Wood Smith a.nd during one of the intermissions she 'vent out in front of the dance hall and sat in
his car and talked to him. That the car was very close to
the dance hall door, was brilliantly illuminated, both from
electric lights around the building, and from the headlights
of an automobile parked nearby. That numerous other
couples were sitting in other cars and that nothing of an improper nature took place. Your defendant was rudely accosted by her husband and humiliated in front of other people
~s though she W·ere doing a heinous act, and was then left by
her husband at said dance hall, and dir:ected not to come home.
Your defendant resents deeply the insinuation in the bill of
complaint that your defendant might have committed an act
of adultery, but was not charged with it because of the love
and affection of the complainant for his children. That such
an accusation or insinuation is unworthy of the complainant
and sho,vs a. reckless disregard for the feelings of the defendant, and is an act of cruelty on his part.
The defendant denies that anything occurred on the night
of January 31, 1931, that justified her husband in treating her
in this manner or in breaking off matrimonial relations with
her.
The defendant denies that she is guilty of any act whic~
would prove her to be an unfit person to have the care, cus.:.
tody and control of her two infant children, to whom she is
deeply attached.
1

1

( 6) The defendant denies that she stated to the complainant
that she never intended to live with him again. On the conI

I
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trary she has always been willing to live with him, even after
his treatment of her, as she attributes his actions to an unfounded jealousy, and to the· promptings of other people.
Tha.t the defendant has made repeated offers of reconciliation
which have been spurned. That the defendant is
page 8} even now willing to live with the complainant and
never again give him any cause to doubt her affection by thoughtless acts, if he is willing to make -a home for
her separate and apart from his parents, as she feels that
their happiness can best be secured if they are left alone to
work out their own destiny, and prays that the Court may
use its best efforts to affect a reconciliation.
And now by 'vay of cross bill defendant states that in the
event a. reconciliation is not no\v possible, she wishes to ask
for affirmative relief because of the following facts:

iI

!.

That she has ever been a true and faithful wife to her said
husband. That she was married to him at a. very early age,
without the kno,vledge or consent of her 'vidowed mother,
having been induced to elope with him to Washington, D. C.
That her husband misrepresented her age in obtaining the
marriage license, and that her mother s'vore out a warrant
for perjury against him in the City of Washington, D. C.,
but \Vas later persuaded to withdraw the same. That the
said marriage under such conditions has always created friction and her husband has never taken into consideration the
fact that she was about fifteen years old when she married
him and is now under twenty-one, and yet she has borne him
two children and has, as a whole, lived happily with him.
That her said husband vroulcl seldom take her out of her
home to any place of amusement, and that she missed his
companionship. That l1e pennitted her to go to· dances with- ·
out objection unaccompanied by himself, and your defendant
has been very much surprised at the attitude now taken about
such matters, though your defendant assures the Court that·
her home aud c.hildren mean more to her than going to dances
and will forego any further attendance at dances unaccompanied if it w1ll heal the useless breach between her and her
husband.
Your defenda11t asserts that the complainant has in law
and good morals deserted your defendant. That is to say,
that she 'vas forQidden by her husband to return home on
the night of January 31, 1931, without just cause, and that
this constitutes constructiv~ desertion on his part. That your
defendant has n1ade repeated off.eTs of reconciliation which
haye been refused, without just eause, and that such refusals

~upreme
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to resume cohabitation on the. part ofl her husband, constitutes
constructive ·desertion on h~s part. That the parties
page 9 ~ have not lived together since January 31, 1931, and
the complainant has CQ.ntinuously refused to cohabit with her, and has, in contemplation of law, wilfully
deserted. and abandoned her.
'
1

I

·IN CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, and forasmuch as defendant is without remedy save in a court of equity wherein
alone such matters are properly cognizable, she prays that
the complainant's bill of complaint may be dismissed; that
he may be made a party defendant to this her answer and
o:toss-bill and she be permitted to file same; that process may
issue.;. that the complainant be required to answer the same,
but a.ri answer under oath is hereby expressly waived; that
she may be awarded a divorce from bed and board from the
said Norris C. Gentry upon the ground of desertion and at
the expiration of three years from the date of said desertion
that she may be· awarded a decree of divorce from the bond
of matrimony; that she may be awarded the custody, care
and control of her infant children; tha.t she may be awarded
counsel fees, suit money, temporary a.nd permanent alimony
and support and maintenance for her two infant children, and
that she -may have such other further and general relief in
the premises as the nature of her case may require or to
equity may seem meet.
And she will ever pray, etc.
1

1

1
,

(Signed)

MARGARET S. GENTRY,
By Counsel.

·(Signed)

GORDON B. A}IBLER, p. d.

page 10 ~

The following interlocutriry decree was entered
in the said cause on the.llth day of February, 1932.

(INTERLOCUTORY DECREE FEB. 11TH, 1932.)
page 11
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Norris C. Gentry, Plaintiff,
vs.
}fargaret S. Gentry, Def.endant.
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ORDE~

This day came the plaintiff by counsel and also came the
defendant by counsel and the plaintiff moved the Court to
enter an order nu1tc pro tunc assigning a guardian ad litem
for the defendant and the defendant by counsel moved the
Court to permit her to file her answer and cross bill and was
argued by· ·counsel.
··
Upon consideration whereof, it.appearing to the Court that
at the time of the institution of this suit the defendant was
an infant under the age of twenty-one years but is now of
the age of twenty-one years and that there existed an agreement between the plaintiff's counsel and the defendant's counsel that Gordon B. Ambler .should be assigned as the guardian
ad litem for the said Margaret S. Gentry and it further appearing to the Court that the said Gordon B. Ambler was
present at the taking of all of the depositions in this cause,
it is therefore ordered by the Court tha.t the said Gordon B.
Ambler be and he is hereby assigned as the guardian ad litem
of the de.fendant nunc pro tunc as of the 10th day of June,
1931 ; and leave is hereby granted to the defendant, Margaret
S. Gentry, to file her answer and cross bill in this cause, as
of the lOth day of June, 1931.
page 12
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Plaintiff's Depositions are in the following words
and figures :

(Depositions of Plaintiff down to page 115.).
page 13 } Virginia :
In the Circuit Court of Henrico County.
Norris C. Gentry, Complainant,
vs.
Margaret ~· Gentry, Defendant.
Pursuant to agreement with counsel, met this 11th day of
June 1931 .at 11 :?0 A. M. at the office of Thomas 0. Moss,
State Planters Bank Building,· for the purpose of taking depositions of Mrs. Guy B. Gentry, et als.
~ Present: Thomas 0. Moss, Esq., Counsel for Plaintiff,
Gordon B. Ambler, Esq. and John C. Goddin for Defendant.

zo
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MRS. GUY B. GENTRY,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
said as follows:
I·

DIRECT

EXA~IINATION.

By Mr. Moss : .
Q. Please state your name, age, re~idenc~ and occupation T
A. Mrs. Guy B. Gentry, age 38, 2623 Northumberland Ave·
nue, housekeeper.
Q. Mrs. Gentry, are yon ac.quainted with Norris C. Gentry
and J\.Irs. Margaret S. Gentry, his wife~
A. Yes.
Q. How long have yon lmown each of them f
A. I have known Norris for five years and I have known.
Margaret for twelve.
Q. What relation, if any, are you :to Mr. Norris Gentry!
A. None whatever.
Q. Are you related to Mrs. J\Iargaret Gentry?
page 14 ~ A. Only by relationship.
Q. How does that come about?
A: She is my· husband's half second cousin. Margaret's
mother and my husband's fathers wer¥ half brothers. I mean.
---1Mrs. Shelton's mother was half brother to Mr. Gentry's
father.
Q. Did you ever live in the home of 1\IIr. Norris Gentry's
father?
A. Yes.
Q. For what period of time Y
A. From July 1, 1927 to August 15~ 1929.
Q. During that period of time, did 1Vlr. Norris Gentry and
his wife live there?
A. Yes.
Q. Where "rere you on the morning of February 1st of this
year at the time Mrs. Margaret Gentry came to the home of
Mr. Norris Gentry for the purpose of getting her clothing! don't know that it 'vas F~bruary 1st, but somewhere in the
neighborhood.·
. A. I was at Mr. Russell Gentry's home.
Q. State just what occurred there on that occasion.
A. I was sitting in the living room-the little boy had been·
burned on his leg about two "reeks before or a week-I am not
sure-and he was on the couch, and I was at this angle, and
the child at that angle, a.nd ~Iargaret came in· the front door
and said good morning to me and I said good morning to her,
and she went upstairs. I cannot say how long she was gone
1

·
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upstairs, but when she came back she had a bundle; I don't
think she said good by to me, but she did say good by to
Buddy-said "By By Buddy" (and waived her hand). There
was no conversation between us.
Q. Did she seem to have her clothing!
page 15 ~ A. I think she did.
Q. Did she have a suit case with her?
A. No, she had them fixed up in a bundle.
Q. Was Norris at home a.t that time Y
A. No.
Q. W11o 'vas there at the time Y
A. Only Mrs. Russell Gentry, myself and the two children.
Q. ~fr. Norris Gentry's father 'vas not there, was heY .
A. No, he had gone to church.
Q. During the time you lived in the home of Mr. Gentry
a little over two years, did Mr. Gentry's father and mother
.treat Mrs. ~fargaret Gentry kindly Y
. A. I think so; I certainly do. I remarked several times to
Margaret that I thought she had a. good mother and father;
they treated her perfectly all right, so far as I could see.
Q. Did Norris treat his 'vife kindly?
A. Yes.

CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, who was that Buddy that you spoke of?
A. ~Iargaret 's oldest child.
page 16 } Q. So,. all you know then is that on the first of
February 1\'Irs. Gentry came there, went upstairs
and got her clothing and came back down the steps and said
''By by, Buddy'' to her little child?
A. Yes.
Q. You, of course, know nothing that had occurred before
that time, I mean, except what people told you¥
A. No.
Q. You don't know whether she had been directed not to
return home to live, do you?
A. No, I do not know.
Q. Has she always been a good mother to these children?
A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Do you think she has been as devoted a. mother to them
as any m9ther is?
A. Not as much as some mothers that I have seen.
Q. Are you living in the Gentry home at present1
A. No.

I
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Q. Have you been over to visit Mrs. Margaret Gentry in
her mother's home!
A. No, I have not visited her since she has been there.
Q. Are you familiar with the hom.e conditions over there Y
A. I think so.
Q. Is Mrs. Shelton a good woma.n~T
A. Yes, I think she is.
Q.. Has she a good hom~f
page 17 ~ A. Yes, I think she· has(; yes, she certainly has~
Q. Is Mrs. Margaret Gentry living there at
present to the best of your knowledg~ 7
·.A. I suppose so. I have not ha.d any communication with 1v.largaret since that time.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Moss:
Q. Having lived in the home of Norris Gentry's father and
mother, would you say their home is a suitable and proper
place to place these children f
A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Do you think Nonis is a suitabJe and proper person to
have charge. and custody of these children 7
A. I think so.
Q. Is he devoted to his children, de;> you think Y
A. I certainly do.
1

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
By ~Ir. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, at any time during the period that Mrs.
Margaret Gentry \vas living at her father-in-law"'s home, did
she ever tell you of any improper treatment afforded her
by Norris Gentry's father f
A. She did in one instance.
Q. When was that?
A.. I could not tell you the date.
Q. Just about the datef
A. Mr. Ambler, I could not tell yoU: the exact time to save
my life. I am going to tell the truth and nothing but the
truth.
page 18 ~ Q. Yes, I want you to. Give me the approximate
date.
·
A. I could not give you the date; if she can, she beats me.
Q. If you have any idea about when it was Y
A. I positively could not give you the tiine.
Q. Can you recall what she complained ofY
I

I,
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A. Yes, I think so.

Q. Please tell us, Mrs. Gentry, what she complained off
A. She was in his room dressing.
Q. Whose room 7
•
A. Mr. Russell Gentry's room. She was sitting at Mrs.

Gentry's dressing. table, and, so far_ as I remember she said
that Mr. Gentry came in and he embraced her, and of course
she resented it so she tole him. He told her that he was just
playing with her.
·
Q. Was that before she left over there Y
A. Yes, some time before.
Q. As must as six months before she left 7
A. You know I have not lived there for two years, I have
been in my own home for two years.
Q. Was that while you were living there?
A. Yes.
Q. It has been two years ago then T
A. Yes. On the other hand, Margaret and Mr. Gentry
seemed to be on very good terms, on intimate terms.
Q. Intimate terms?
A. As a father-in-law and daughter-in-law should be, Mr.
Ambler. That is what I mean.
page 19 ~ Q. You don't mean intimate Y
A. I don 1t mean intimate in the wa.y you take
it. I mean on good terms as father and daughter should.
be as my father-in-law treats me.
Q. Yet, if your father-in-law had embraced you, you would
have resented it, would you nott
A. No, I positively 'vould not. My father-in-law embraced
me.
Q. If you were sitting at your dressing tablet
A. I don't think I would at all. I have no f-eeling whatever
that my father-in-law would mean anything by embracing me
even if I were sitting at my dressing table. My mind does
not run that way.
And furtller this witness sayeth not.

JOHN R. JETER,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
sa.id as follows :

DIRECT

EXA~1INATION.

By Mr. Moss:
_
Q. State your name, age, residence and occupation.
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A. John R. Jeter, 54 years old, 30l4 Griffin Avenue, Documentary Clerk of the Senate of' Virginia.
Q. Mr. Jeter, are you acquainted Mth Norris C. Gentry?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you k1b~.uo Mrs .. Margaret Gentry, 'his
page 20 ~ wife?
A. No.
Q. Do you know Mr. Russell Gentry, the father of Mrs.
Gentry?
A. Yes.
Q. How long have you known him and his wife Y
A. 40 years and his wife 30 years.
Q. ]Jve you frequently visited their home?
A. Yes, very frequently, we are intimate friends.
Q. From 'vhat you lmow of that home, Mr. Jeter, would yon
say it was a suitable and proper place for these children to
be situated 1
A. Very proper, yes.
Q. Do you know the children 1
A. No.
Q. That is a good Christian home, isn't it Y
A. Yes, I have known lfr. and Mrs. Gentry all their lives
and they a.re good, Christian people·.
Q. Do yon recall seeing any letters during the month of
January or February, which were addressed to Mrs. Norris
'Gentry-I mean Mrs. Margaret Gentry?
'
A. Yes.
·
Q. Were they addressed to her f
A. One was addressed to Mrs. l\1:. C. Gentry, the only one
I saw to her.
Q. How many letters did you see f
.
A. I made a memorandum of them, one was from
Gentry, and one from
page 21 ~ John ,V. Smith to Mrs. N.
. . . Mrs. Margaret Gentry to Miss Helen Pritchard of
Fredericksburg, Virginia.
Q. Mr. Jeter, do you recall substaintially what was contained in the letter of John W. Smith to Mrs. N. C. Gentry?
A. I recall only a few facts, having read them over only
once. It started out with ''1\iy darling", and was signed
"Lots of Love". There were substantially.these words "Try
to pull the wool over his ~yes'', and to meet him Saturday
night that he would be there, and he asked if she had any
girl firned she could write to to keep him from catching up
wit}). him. That was substantially v.-·hat is said, as far as I
can remember.
Q. Who delivered or presented that letter to you!
1

1

1
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A. Mr. Norris Gentry.
Q. He is the Plaintiff in this suit t
A. Yes, he came down to see me and asked me to read it.
Q. Can you tell substantially what the letter from Mrs.
Gentry to Miss Pritchard contained 1
,·
A. She asked her if ·she could get a position. in Fredericks;..
burg and to also send her a. picture of ''Big Boy", or "Big
Mail", I forget which it was.
·Mr. Ambler: Counsel for Defendant objects to ~Ir. Jeter
giving the contents of these letters in evidence on the ground
that the same were presented to him by Mr. Norris Gentry
and are hearsay. No evidence has been shown· to
page 22 } prove that Mr. Jeter is at all familiar with the
handwriting of 1\tlrs. Gentry or of }fir. Smith, and
such letters are not even proved to be genuine.
Mr. Moss: Counsel for· Plaintiff says that it was the·
understanding that if the letters referred to by Mr. Jeter
were properly connected up, that the evidence would be
proper. V\Te expect to show by Mr. Gentry, the Plaintiff in
this suit that the letters referred to by Mr. Jeter were in
the possession of Mrs. Gentry; that the letter to 1\Hss Helen
Pritchard was in ·the hand-writing of Mrs. Gentry and that
the letter referred to as the John W. Smith letter was in the
possession of Mrs. Gentry. If we show that, we submit that
the testimony is proper; otherwise, it is my understanding.
that the evidence 'viii be stricken out.
Mr. Ambler: Counsel for Defendant agreed that the evidence of Mr. Jeter could be tak~n a.t this time for convenience,
and that a proper doundation for ifj would be laid for it later,
and my ohjection is .based simply on the possibility that ·a
proper foundation may not be laid.
Counsel for Plaintiff says that is correct.

Q. Mr. Jeter, at the time of the institution of this suit, had
· ~{r. Gentry been a bona fide resident in the State of Virginia
for more than one year inimedia.tely preceding it Y
A. Yes.
page 23 ~ Q. At the time, 'vas he domiciled in the County
of Henrico Y
·
A. Yes.
CROSS EXAMINATION.

By 1\£r. Ambler:
·Q. Are you at all familiar with Mrs. Margaret Gentry's
mother's home 1

~upreme
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A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know 1\tlrs. Shelton f
A. No, I do not.
Q. You do not know anything that ~would affect that home,
or -e·vidence the fact that that home !was not just as good a
home for the children as Mr. Gentry's home f
A. No.
Q.. Are you familiar with the handwriting of :Mrs. Margaret Gentry f
A. No.
·
Q. Are yon familiar with the handwriting of John W.
Smithf
A. No.
Q. All that you lrnow about these letters is what you saw
from letters handed you by Mr. N o:riris Gentry?
A. Two letters handed me by Mr. Norris Gentry and his
father in my home ; they came to me as a friend to ask my
opinion.
1

And further this witness sayeth not.

MRS. RUSS'ELL GENTRY,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
said as follows:
page 24

~

DIRECT EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Moss:
·Q. State your name, age, residence and occupation, please.
A. };Irs. Russell Gentry, age 48; housekeeper, 4532 West
Seminary. Avenue.
Q. That is located in the County of Henrico, is it not T
A. Yes.
Q. Wh·ere did 1\Ir. and Mrs. Norris 0. Gentry, plaintiff and
defendant in this suit, last live together as man and wife Y
A. In my home.
Q. You are the .mother of Norris G.entryf
A. Yes.
Q. I-Iow old is Norris?
A. He will be twenty-six in August.
Q. When were they married f
A. Six years ago in July.
Q. Since that time up until the time of the separation between your son and Mrs. Gentry, did they live in your homef
A. Yes.
Q. Continuously!'
1

I
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A. Yes.
Q. Did you as a mother-in-law. try to make the home a
happy one for J\!Irs. Gentry?
A. Yes, I did everything I could~ I don't know of anything· .
I could have done that I did not do.· ·
.•.\.
Q. Did she appear to be satisfied for the first few years Y
A. Yes.
Q. They have two children, have they not?
page 25 ~ A. Yes.
Q. What are their names and ages Y
A. Norris, Jr., and June Shelton. The little boy is nearly
five-five in August, and the girl three the 6th day of September.
·
Q. During the time those children were with you, did you
trea.t them kindly Y
A. I certainly did.
Q. Do you love those children t
.l\.. I think I love them as well as I do their father.
Q. If the Court is willing to give those children to Norris,
are you willing to do by them as though they were your own
children?
A. I certainly am.
Q. Is Norris devoted to these children f
A. He ssems to be.
Q. During the time Mr. Norris Gentry and his wife were
living together, what were Norris's habits with reference to
staying at home nights?
A. He stayed at home most of the time; some-a few nights
he 'vent out, I could not say how often he went.
Q. Was he kind and good to his wife?
A. Yes, so fa.r as I saw.
Q. Now, for a few months prior to the 31st of January of
this year, did ~irs. Gentry go out at night, to
page 26 ~ amount to anything?
A. Well, she went out at night; I don't know
just ho,v often; I think she went when she wanted to.
Q. Do you know anything about her going out with some
man who lived next door?
A. I don't know it of my own knowledge.
Q. Did. she ever say anything to you about itt
A. I don't think she did.
Q. Did she go up in Spottsylvania County f
A. Yes.
Q. Did she go up there frequently?
A. Yes.
Q. When did those visits begin up in the countryt

· ~~
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A. Last summer.
Q. Whom did she v~sit up there t.
.A.. A Mrs. Edenton.
. :
Q. They li~e a.t Partlow f: .
·
.A.. Right near Partlow.
:
Q. How frequ€ntly did she go up ~here last summer 1
A. She first spent a week end with Norris up there;. she
went back and stayed alone, a short time after that, I think in
August, I am not sure. After that she seemed to be very
anxious to go up there every time slie got a chance, even to
spend the day, especially on SundaysJ
Q. Has any man by the name of John W. Smith been to
your house to see her Y ·
page 27} A. No.
,
Q. Has any one person come to your house and
asked or called up and asked for her~; come to your door!
.A.. A man called up and asked for her, and a man came
to the door and ask€d me ho'v to get to some place below
Williamsburg to take th€ car.
. Q. Was Mrs. Norris Gentry at home at that time Y
A. Yes.
·
Q. 'Where was she?
A. She was upstairs when he phoned, and I said: ''There
is a man calling you on the 'phone.'' She told me to tell him
she was lying down and could not come to the 'phone. Shortly
thereafter he came by the house and she was downstairs by
that time and I went to the door and then she came to the
door and passed a few words with him.
Q. Did you hear what she said Y
A. I cannot remember. Anyway, he went on and she stayed
at home.
Q. Do you know who he was f
A. Yes, Mr. Heflin.
Q. Where does he live Y
A. I think at Thornsby-not so far from Partlow.
Q. How did you find out his name Y
A. I had known him before-! had known him for some
time.
Q. N o,v, during the time that she was going up to the countrv last summer were either of these children here?
page 28 ~ A. Yes, th€ little boy had been right badly
burned on Saturday afternoon; the whole calf of
his leg burned. The following day she went up and spent the
day; I stayed and took care of the child and when she came
home that afternoon he had a high ·fever. He had stayed on
my lap or the Chesterfield most of the day.
II

1

1
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Q. She came back the same day 7
A. Yes.
Q. Do you lmow anything· about any letter that 'vas written
by Mrs. Gentry to a 1\Hss Helen Pritchard of Fredericksburg!
A. Yes, Norris showed me the letter and I read it.
Q. You say Mr. Gentry saw it too?
A. Yes.
Q. Whose handwriting was it?
A. Well, I took it to be Margaret's.
Q. Are you familiar with her handwriting!
A. Yes.
Q. And you say it was her handwriting?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember the contents of that letter to Miss
Pritchard, substantially?
A. Well, I don't remember everything she asked her if she
'vould not let her have a larger picture she had of this John
Smith. She had a small one, but she asked for a
page 29 ~ some, and she asked something about getting a
position in Fredericksburg for her. That is about
all I -remember in that letter.
Q. You say :Nirs. l\Iargaret Gentry had a smaller picture
of that man¥ Did you ever see ~hat picture 1
A. Yes.
Q. Where¥
A. Norris showed it to me. He had it.
Q. Do you kno'v where he got it?
A. From l\Iargaret.
Q. Do you know anything a bout any other letter being addressed to Mrs. Gentry f
A. Yes, Norris showed me another letter.
Q. You say he showed you another letter¥
A. Yes.
Q. Did you see the .evelope?
A. Yes.
Q. To whom was it addressed?
A. I don't remember whether it was addressed to Mrs.
l\1:argaret or 1\rirs. N. C. Gentry.
Q. ·where was it postmarked Y
A. I did not notice.
Q. "\Vhen you saw it, did it appear to be a. letter of recent
date~

A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember the contents of that letter?
A. I don't remember exactly how he addressed it, but it
'vas some endearing tern1. He. said he 'vanted her to come up
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soon, I think for the week end, and asked her. if

page 30

r she could pull the wool ove!r his eyes (with the word

his underscored) and asked if she did not have some
girl friend he could send his letters tb and put some mark on
them so she would know they were fnom Margaret. I believe
that is all I know.
Q. At the time you say them, did, your son, Norris, have
them in his possession Y
A. Yes.
,
Q. As I understand, your son took: them subsequently, and
showed them to Mr. John Jeter Y
A. Yes.
'
Q. Did you go with him that time Y
A. No.
Q. Who did¥
A. His father.
Q. Mr. Russell Gentryf
A. Yes.
Q. What was the treatment of these children by Mrs. Gentry! .
·
A. I did not approve of her leaving the little boy there sick.
I did not think it was the thing to do. T think on two occasions
she whipped the blood out of him; and another time he had
something on his face and· she scrubbed his face with some
kind of a brush and something else, then sh.e came down and
told me she thought she had done the wrong thing; she was
uneasy about it and thought she had injured the eye. She
told me that she did not care to take the children
page 31 ~ out. She said she would prefer to stay at home
rather than go if she had to take them, so I kept the
children; I never refused to keep them once, except the time
I thought she was going· somewhere where she ought not to
go.
Q. You always co-operated with her f
A. I did, and did everything I could do for her and the children, as I said before, I don't know of anything I could have
done that I did not do.
Q. Do you recall the circumstances when she went up to a
place kno'vn as Pine Needles Camp on the 31st of January
this year?
A. I was not at home when she went. She was getting
ready to go out when I left. Mr. Gentry and I went to the
store, and we got a 'phone message to come home--or to call
Norris at once, and I called and he said to come back home
as quickly as we could; he was there with the children, and
he said he thought he had better follow Margaret that she had
I

1
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gone up to a dance hall. We came as quickly as we could and
he made arrangements with Stuart White to go, so he went
up there, but she did not come back that night.
Q. When did she come back 7
A. She came in the next day for a few minutes and got
practically all of her elothes. As I remember she didn't say
anything to me, but went upstairs, got her clothing; and came
down and said: ''Good-bye Buddy.'' When she went out, I
don't remember that she said anything else ..
page 32 ~ Q. Has she been back to see the children Y
A. Yes, several times.
Q. How long did she remain away from February 1st to· the
time she came back to see the children Y
A. I don't remember.
. Q. Do you know where she stayed from the first of February up to the time she came back to see the children Y
A. Well, I understood she was staying with her Aunt, Mrs.
Fippin.
Q. Do you know where she stayed the night of the 31st of
January?
A. Only by. hearsay.
Q. Do you know anything else about the case, Mrs. Gentry,
that I have not asked you about?
A. Well, I know that my first suspicions of Margaret were
in connection with this man next door.
Q. That is what I am asking you about. Tell me what
you know but don't tell anything that is hearsay.
A. I sus·picioned her so for this reason. This couple used
to visit our home and ~fargaret and Norris used to visit their
home and after· a while they stopped coming over to our
home. I asked Margaret why she kept on going over there
when the lady would not visit her. She went every chance she
got; sometimes two or three nights a week. I noticed about
7 :30 in the morning she 'vould make it a point to be on the
back porch when he went out to get his car to go to work,
and in the afternoon, she would be on the lawn
page 33 ~ when he got back home. After I suspicioned her,
and thought things were not right, I watched herthe expressions on her face made ¢e suspicious. She had a
little too much interest in this mant When they were going
to shows, she would always want to call them and ask them
to go with her and Norris. During the first part of November
Mr. Gentry· and I went out and when we got back Norris
seemed to be very much worried, and he said he did not know
where Margaret was.
Q. What time did she return 7

I
I

I
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A .. Some time between 11 :00 and 12 :00. We looked for her
and called a few of our neighbors; ·df course, I did not let
them know that· we thought anything Wrong, just asked if she.
was there; said her mother was trying to call her and we
were trying to find her; but so far as! I know, nobody in the
house kno,vs where she went that night.'
Q. Did you ask her next day where she had been Y
A. No.
Q. In other words, you did not inquire into her affairs 1
A. No.
1

CROSS EXAMINATION.

,

B.y Mr. Ambler:
Q. You say that ~Irs. 1\ifargaret Gentry used to go up to
Spottsylvania County right much. When did this first start f
A. Last summer.
Q. I believe you said that she visited a 1Yirs. Edenton f
A. Yes.
Q. Who is this ~Irs. Edenton?
page 34} A. Well, her husband is a distant cousin of mine.
· Q. In other words, she was a relative of your
family?
A. A distant relative-very distant.
(.J. There was nothing improper in her visiting Mrs. Edenton, was there?
A. Not necessarily.
· Q. When she did go up to see· }Irs. Edenton, did she go
.alon.fJ or with someone else?
A. She went with someone else most of the time; I don't
know that she went up there alone.
. Q. Do you know with whom she went 1
A. She went alone the week she stayed up there; the first
time she went, she went with Norris; after that she went with
a lady from Petersburg, whose name I cannot remember.
. Q. She went 'vith a married woman from Petersburg· Y
A. Yes, I think so .
.' Q. Was there anything wrong in her going with a married
won1an from Petersburg?
. A. I don't know that there 'vas.
· Q. She was in good company so far as you know on all of
.i bese trips she went up there f
. A. I don't know, the Saturday night she went up I heard
wh~ she was with but I would not say.
Q. But you know nothing· of your own knowledge that
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would in any way show any impropriety about who
page 35 } she went with to Spottsylvania, or about her visiting ].!Irs. Edenton in Spottsylvania.t
A. E~cept that Saturday night, the people she went with
on the 31st of January.
Q. Did she go to Spottsylvania that night Y
A. She went to Pine Needles Camp that is in Spottsylvania.
Q. But with the exception of the 31st of January, that was
only one uight you know she did not go 'vith people of whom
you approvedY
A. The only time I know.
Q. You Rpoke of a ~{r. Heflin ca~ling up and asking for Mrs.
Margaret Gentry, and of her saying that she could not speak
to him on the phone, that she was lying down, and of his later
on eoming to your door and seeing you and inquiring about
the 'vay to Williamsburg?
A. I think it was ·williamsburg.
Q. Was there anything improper in that?
A. I don't think it is proper for one married man to come
to a. married woman's home to see her· that they were not acquainted with.
Q. The action as described by you certainly does not describe any improper act 1
A. Well, what had gone on before, what had been happening; he left me under the impression that he had called to
g·et her to ride up there, and he seemed to be confused when
I went to the door, and he s·aid he came by to inquire-!
1nean to exp!ain, but he never did explain.
Q. Where does he live¥
pag·e 36 } A. I think it is '11hornsby-not far from Partlow.
Q. Do you know anything about him?
A. I made some inquiries about him after he cal1ed bv
home and I was told-·
··
Q. You don't need to tell what you were told; I want to
know if you know anything of your own knowledge about him!
A. No.
Q. Do you know a man by the name of John Smith?
A. No, I don't kno'v him.
Q. You say you saw his picture T
. A .. Yes~ I saw this pic.tu-..e of a man that was supposed to be
him.
Q. All you know about him is you were told that was a picture of John Smith?
A. Yes.
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Q. Did Mrs. Gentry live happily with her husband until this
31st of JanuaryY
·
A. So far as I know.
· Q. What time did Mrs. Gentry leave for Pine Needles camp
on the night of January 31st Y
:
A. I don't know; I was not at home.
. Q. Do you know with whom she went Y
A. No, I was not at home when she left.
Q. You, of course, know nothing about what happened out
at Pine Needles Camp except what you have been toldt
. A. No.
page 37 ~ Q. You know :1\{rs. Gentry did not return to your
son's home that night!
A. No, she did not return that night.
Q. Did your son tell you that he had ordered not to retu~n t
A. No.
Q. Did he tell you that he had seen Mr. Flippin and told
him that Mrs. Gentry could not return to his home and that
he would pay her expenses there? .
A. I don't remember that he did.
Q.. Did your son ever receive a letter from Mrs. Margaret
Gentry asking him, Norris, to permit her to return!
A. He received a letter from her saying that she would
come back.
Q. Do you know what your son replied to her
. A. I don't know how he replied ; he would not allow her to
qome back.
· Q. In other words, you know he did not want to come back
after the episode at Pine Needles CampY
A.. From what occurred, I judge he would not allow her to
come back because she did not come back. .
Q. Do you know whether or not Mrs. Gentry made repeated
efforts before I got into the case, with .a view of becoming
reconciled with your sonY
A. I don't remember anything of my knowledge.
Q. "\Vha.t 'vas the name of the family who lived next door to
vonf
• A. I prefer not to tell.
A. Mr. and Mrs. Paxton.
page ~8 ~ Q. Is Mr. Paxton the man with whom you
thought Mrs. ~Iargaret Gentry was too familiar f
A. I said I thought she was a littl~ more interested in him
than she should be; she seemed to he, from circumstances.
Q. How old a man is Mr. Paxton Y
.A. I don't know, but he is a younglman. I am not good at
guessing ages ..
!
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Q. Is. he as old as your son, or o·lder Y
A. I suppose he is older.
Q. vV ould .you say 35 f .
A. Well, I imagine around 30 or 33; he looks to be.
Q. Is he living with his wife!
A. Yes.
Q. Have they any children!
A. No.
.
Q. Did you ever see anything on Mr. Paxton's part to indi~ate he was interested in this girl Y
.A. No.
Q. Have you any way in the world of telling whether or
not her being on the back por<'h or on the front lawn was an
endeavor on her part or simply co-incident'
A. I probably 'vould not have thought anything of it had
it not happened so often, but it made me suspicious.
Q. Have you ever seen them out together anywhere alone t
A. No.
Q. Has she ever been over to Mr. Paxton's home
page 39 } when his wife was not there Y
A. I don't know.
Q. But you did feel that you should watch them for a while
to see the extent of their acquaintanceship, did you not Y
A. I felt it was nooessary to watch her.
Q.. How old a girl was 'JJIIr. Gentry when she married your
son?
A. When she married him I thought she was 16; after· she
'vas married I found she was not.
Q. How oldY
· A. I was told she was 15.
Q. Your son ran away to Washington with her and got married. did he not?
·
Yes.
Q. Your husband accompanied them, did he not f
A. Yes.
.
.
Q. Who got the marriage license in Washington t
A. I understood that Norris did.
Q. Do you know what age he gave in Washington to the
authorities as being the age of this girl f
A. I suppose he gave the age of 21-;I don't know.
Q. If he did then, the record will show. Was he not committing perjury?
A. I don't know anything about the law.
.
Q. If he told the girl in Washington that this girl was 21,

A:
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you know that was not a truthful statement, do you
not!
·
A. So far as I know she. was not 21.
Q. You still have not answered my question. If he tor ff
these people that, he did not represent the truth to them as to
her agef
A. If he told them that, of course, lie did not tell the truth.
She was not that old.
Q. Do you know whether any warrant ·was sworn out in
Washington against your son and your husband about this
marriage license Y
A. There was a warrant sworn out against my son.
Q. What did he charge him withY
A. I don't know.
Q. Why did your husband go to Washington with this girl f
A. I asked him to go. He was very much opposed to going, but I insisted that he go-they being both young I did not
want it to happen that they would both get there and have to
spend the night here and not be married; if they went away
together the best thing· was for them to be married, especially
on account of the girl.
Q. How long had you known the girl before your son married herY
A. Just a short time ; I saw her twice.
Q. You knew she was a very young girl, did you not Y
A. I thought she was.
Q. Did you know her mother Y
A. No.
Q. Did either of you-your husband or you talk
pa.ge 41 ~ to .her father· or mother about this girl going off
to Washington to marry your son before this occurredY
A. No, her father is dead. I did not talk with her mother.
Q. IIave you any daug·hter of your own?
A. No.
.
Q. If you had a daughter fifteen years old, would you like
for some other parent to take your daughter off to a strange
city for her to marry without your knowledge or consent Y
A. She was not. taken off; she went of her own accord. Of
course, I would not want my da;u,ghtern taken off; but if she
went of her own accord, that would be different.
Q. Did you not feel that the mother should be consulted
about her daughter being married Y
A.. I don't know that it was necessary. .
Q. So that is really your view of ~the whole matter; you
page 40
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would not consult a mother about your son marr~ing a 15
year old girl'
.
A. I would not say I would not; I said not necessarily, especially if the parents were not acquainted.
Q. You know they could not have gotten married in ;virginia 'vithout the consent of the parents Y
A. I did not think they could; I really did not know. ·
Q. Did you not also think they could not get married in
Washington unless someone misstated their ages Y
A. I thought that to be true.
page 42 } Q. Then right in the beginning then this girl
was married under circumstances which you would
not recommend for other mother's da1eghers, is not that true?
A. I don't kno,v; I can say that if I had a daughter, and
she went of her own free will, I would not blame other people
for it.
(~. I assu1ne, 1\irs. Gentry that you are a. good Christian
woman, but do you not feel, as a good Christian woman, that
it was your duty to have consulted the mother of this little
girl before she married your son 1
.A.. I did not know Mrs. Shelton; I had never seen her and
that is why I did not go to her.
Q. Mrs. Gentry, your husband knew where Mrs. Shelton
lived, did he not 1
A. I think so.
Q. "'~hy didn't he consult her 1
A. I don't know.
Counsel for plaintiff at ·this point objects to this line of
examination as being· ilnmaterial and move that the san1e be
stricken from the record.
Counsel for the Defendant states that this evidence is very
material, to affect the credibility of the witness who may later
testify and the present 'vitness as to the conditions surrounding the marriage of these parties.
page 43}

RE-DIRECT EXAI\IINATION.

By l\'lr. Moss :
Q. lVIrs. Gentry, is there anything else you desire to say
that I have not asked von about?
A. Yes. Last fall when we went to visit these Edentons .for
the week-end, that was after lVIargaret had been up to spend
a week, I had heard some things, of course, I did not know,
1Jut I had heard some things, and I talked to Mrs. Edenton

38

Supreme Court of

Ap~als

of Virginia.

I

I

about what I had heard, and she confirmed what I had heard
and what had been told me.
Q. You cannot tell what Mrs. Edenton told you. At the
time you visited ~Irs. Edenton at Partlow, was any complaint
made to you by Mrs. Edenton with respect to the conduct of
~Irs. Margaret Gentry!
A. Yes.
· . Q. Wnich 1\tlrs. Edenton do you ':refer toY
A. I refer to the Mrs.-Edenton that Margaret visited.
1

RE-CROSS EXA~1INATION.
Bv Mr. Ambler:
..Q. "\Vnen was that complaint of which you speak madef
. A. Last fall.
1
Q. Do you know 'vhether ~Irs. Gentry has visited Mrs. Edenton since then or notY
'
· A. She left h~me to go up there.
Q. Do you know whether Mrs. Edenton has invited her to
con1e up there since then Y
A. Not that I know.
Q. Do you know whether she has invited her
page 44 ~ mother and the whole fatfily to come up there Y
A. No.
Q. Did you tell Mrs. Margaret Gentry about any complaint
that Mrs. Edenton made
A. I don't think I did.
· And further this deponent sayeth not.
I

,

I

J. STUART

W~ITE,

a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposeth and
sayeth as follows:
'
·
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
Bv Mr. 1\Ioss:
•Q. Please state your name, age, 'ljesident and occupation 1
A. J. Stuart '\Vhite, age 25, 3005 Montrose Avenue, Reporter
ror Richmond News Leader.
Q. ~r. White, are you acquainted with Norris C. Gentry!
A. 'Yes.
Q. How long have you know him Y
A. Ever since 1917.
Q. Do you know ~Irs. 1\!Iargaret Gentryt
A.YeL
:
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Q. How long have you know her Y
A. I met 1\'Irs. Gentry the summer of 1925 shortly after he1·
marriage to Norris.
Q. You .are. a friend of each of them Y
A. Yes.
Q. Do you know the father and mother of Mr.
page 45 ~ Gentry?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you visit their homeY
A. Yes.
Q. In your judgment is that a suitable and proper place to
pia ce t.hese children Y
A. Yes.
·~· They are good children, are they not
A. Yes.
Q. Does Norris appear to be fond of his childrenY
A. Yes.
Q. Ou the night of January 31st of this year, did you go
with Norris up in Caroline, or Spottsylvania County a place
known as Pine Needles CampY
A. Yes.
Q. What time did you leave Richmond Y
A. '\Ve left Richmond about nine o'clock.
Q. In whose automobile did you go¥
A. J\r[y father's automobile.
Q. Did Mrs. Margaret Gentry know that car, so far as you
know?
A. She had seen it and she had ridden in the car.
Q. You left Richmond about nine o'clock?
A. Yes.
Q. What time did you reach Pine Needles CampY
A. About 10:30. We lost some time on the road due to carburetor which delayed us about a half hour; we
page 46 ~ stopped at two filling stations before we were finally able to reach the place. The car had stoppage
in the gas line. We finally got there about a ha1f hour later
than we expected, which put us there about 10:30 approximately.
A. After you reached this place-by the way, where is it
located?
A. It is located about 35 .miles from Richmond, so far as
I recall.
Q. On the Richmond-Washington Highway?
A. Yes.
· Q. What is it, a dance hall?
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A. I had never been there. I was 'a dance hall that night,
it is a place I presume eommonly called a road house.
Q. Will you in your· own way, Mr. White, describe in detail
just what you and Norris did after ' arriving at this camp,
and if you say Norris Gentry's wife, liargaret, describe what
you saw
A. Well, just as we 'vere approaching the Pineneedle's Inn
Norris said: ''Let me take the wheel.'' He was more familiar
with that part of the country than I, and there were a number of cars there where we were goin~ to drive in, so I slipped
over to the other side, and he drove: up a few feet past the
Inn, turned around, came back and drove in the road, and
down into t.he woods, I should say, fifty yeards, and he turned
around and came partially back and parked behind a car.
Q. Was that in the woods¥
A. Yes, that was in the woods. In fact, there were trees
all around and almost up the highway. The Pine
page 47 } Needle Inn is built in a li~tle grove of trees, you
might say. Well the point that the car stopped
was the best position 've could get due to the large number of
automobiles there. \Ve stayed there for five minutes and we
realized that this position was not ideal for us, but we had
to keep it, but when another automobile pulled out ahead
of us, we drove into th~t space, and we learned later that
that was the most ideal spot that we could have picked; though
we thought at the time we drove in, that it was not, but it
later proved to be. We sat and watched f.or some time ; there
was music inside the hall and 'vhile we did not see it, we assumed there were a g-reat many dancers on the floor; automobiles were parked aU through the woods, couples going out
from the dance hall into the woods and driving off in autom·ibiles at frequent intervals. NorriS', was sitting in the driver's seat. The first person whom he·:saw whom he kne'v was
Smith-a man by the name of John Smith. He pointed him
out to me. I had never seen him before, and just got a passing glance a.t him. I don't suppose I could have recognized
him again in that g-lance; I say him on the front porch. Mr.
Smith got off the front porch immediately and 'vent somewhere else. After a few minutes Norris left the car and said:
'I am going inside the danee hall."~ I told him perhaps it
would be wise to go in through the kitchen. Whether he went
in or not I don't recall at this minute, but he went into the
dance hall, I am sure. I sat for some time watchpage 48 ~ ing· and then I saw 1\riargaret and the gentleman
'vith whom she was, come out of the front door of
the dance hall and come and sit in a Ford-I think it 'vas a
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coupe-if not, it was a runabout. I am not positive of that
fact. They sat in the front seat. "\Veil, we had left on our
bright lig·hts on our car; they had no lights whatsoever on
their ear-in which Mrs. Gentry and ~1:r. Smith were seated.
Our bright lights served a double purpose; they blinded the
occupants of the Smith car from seeing our car, or seeing who
was in our car. At the same time it illuminated the Smith's
car to us. I sat and 'vatched Margaret and her friend for aproximately ten minutes. I had expected Norris to return~
He did not, so I dec.ided to go and find Norris, so I concealed my self in the best possible manner, got out of the car
and went around in the kitchen and inquired for Norris, but
·no one in the kitchen had seen him, and I went around to the
side and peaked through a window, saw quite a large number
of dancers, but did not. recognize anybody, so I returned to
the car and decided I would wait for Norris to return, since I
did not want to go inside the hall. A few minutes after Ire..:
turned to the car, Norris came. As he approached the car,
I told him to duck; they took the hint and quietly got into the
car. "\\'nat I saw during· the time he was in the car was about
the same during the 'vbole period while I was alone and while
Norris·,vas with me.
Q. State, ~Ir. White, what you saw.
page 49 ~ A. I saw what is commonly called a wholesale
necking party.
Q. So they were h-u.q,r}in and kissing?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you ·see them at any time lie down in the car, or recline in the seat~
A. I 'vould not say that I saw them completely recline but
I saw then1 in such shape that a.t one time I could see only the
man; evidently they turned ·around, or somnt.hing.
Q. Certainly upon one occasion, or at one time, you could
see only the man?
A. I could only see the man.
Q. Will you state ho'v long that position was occupied ap:.
proximately?
A. Well, it was occupied not very long; I should say three
o1· four minutes, as well as 1 can recall. I did not time it. .
Q. How long did you and Norris ·sit together and watch
them in this automobile 1
A. Less than five minutes.
Q. You aseertaiu the time you watched them while Norris
was away approxhnately five minutes?
A. I watched them longer than that.

I
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Q. I mean ten minutes. Well, finrilly what did Norris do;
did he get out of the carY
A. He said, ''I am going to wait uhtil they get in the posi.tion that I 'vant to find them in'', which was a good huggin
and kissing position-that is the best I can describe it.
Q. Did he wait for that!
page 50 ~ A. He said before that: "Listen, when-I am
going to give you a signal, I am going to take my
hat off, and when I take my hat off, you come up to the car.''
So he left the car and went up and Mr. Smith got out of the·
car and stood on the ground very close to Norris, so the
coversation went on up there·
Q. "\Veil, when Mr. Gentry left your automobile, can you·
tell the Court what position Mrs. Gentry and Smith occupied in that automobile Y
A. Well, as well I recall, they 'vere hugging and kissing.
I cannot swear that they were kissing but they were embraced
-in the general definition of an embrace.
Q. Was that the time that you could not see Mrs. GentryY
A. No, that was not the time-not that particular time~
Q. Upon how many occMions during the time you all
watched them was it that you could not see Mrs. Gentry?
A. \Vell, a.s well as I recall, it was :once, although I cannot
say definitely. I know it was once; it, may have been twice.
Q. Well, then you say when 1fr. Gentry got there, .Smith got
out of the car and a conversation ensued between them Y
A. Yes.
I
Q. What did they do?
A. I stayed in the car until Norris gave me the signal, then
I got out of the car and went on up.
Q. Then what happened 7
·
page 51 t A. Norris said : ''You see that this is Margaret,
don't you!'' I said : ''Yes, tha.t is her.'' He said:
''What time is it?" I pulled out my watch-"11:30." Norris said to Smith: ''You need not tell me you have not been
drinking because I kno'v that you have.'' Margaret spoke
up and said words to this effect : ''You cannot accuse me of
drinking because I have not had a dnop.'' Then I spoke up
and said : ''Come on .Norris, let us go, on home.'' As I say, I
used what influence I could to get hhn to go home because I
was fearful that perhaps a fight might ensue, or something
of that sort. There was no occasion for it, so I wanted him
to go home.
Q. Did you go home then Y
A. Yes, we went back to the car and drove on home.
I

i

I

I!

1

I
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Q. Can you tell what time Mrs. Gentry and Mr. Smith be. .
came seated in this automobile?
A. I could not tell exactly.
Q. Approximately.
A. vVe arriv-ed there about 10 :30. I did not keep close account of the time, and there might have been a difference of
5 or 10 minutes in a number of these things I say, but we
arrived there at approximately 10 :30.
Q. How¥
A. Basing it on the fact that we arrived at 10:30, I would
say they got in the c.ar around eleven o'clock.
Q. So they were in the automobile for at least a
page 52 ~ period of thirty minutes Y
A. I cannot say that only to this extent,-they
were in the car all the time I watched them. I was out of the
car five or ten minutes when I went around the house, but they
were in that car during my first period in the car and they
were in the car when I returned, and I assume that they were
in the car during that whole period.
Q. They were in there from the time you were in the ear,
at which time you and Mr. Gentry together watched them and
up to the time that }Ir. Gentry went up to the automobile and
found them in there? That is correct, is it not Y
A. Yes.
Q. It is safe to say they were in there approximately thirty
minutes?
Q. Were any other people seated in the automobile there
so far &S you know!
A. Yes, the yard of the house, as you might call it was
right there and and a number of couples were moving around
the yard continuously; some going off into the 'voods, back of ·
the house, others getting in cars ; some of the cars moving
off and going down the road, others returning, so there were
frequent passers along there.
Q. Was any other automobile parked adjacent to the auto:mobiles in which they were seated?
A. No car parked up close to it, but the cars were
page 53 } were very think all around there. .
Q. How far was your car from itf
A. I would say 35 feet.
Q. Now, Mr. White, you are friendly to both of these parties, are you not T
A. Absolutely.
Q. You have no ill feeling towards 1\{rs. Gentry, have you 7
A. No.
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Q~ On the contrary, you have suggefted to Norris and Mrs ..

Gentry the question of reconcilation!
.
A. Yes, I have gone beyond that point, I think.
Q. So then, you have no· interest in the outcome of this
caseY
A. Absolutely none what€ver.
I

CROSS EXAl\IINA'!70N.
By 1\fr. Ambler:
Q. How long did yon say you had known Mr. Gentry Y
A. Since 1917-fourteen years.
Q. Yon have known 1\IIrs. Gentry about the same length
of timeY
A. No, I have known her since the summer of 1925.
Q. Then you have known ~fr. Gentry a good many years
longer than you have ]{nown his wife,1
A. That is correct.
Q. Yon are really an old friend of Mr. Gentry's, are you
not?
A. Yes.
Q. Mr. White, have you ever been in 1t£rs. Margaret Gentrv 's mother's home?
·
A. ·Yes.
page 54 t Q. Do you consider l\frs. Shelton a good, Christian womanY
A. I do.
Q. Is the Shelton home a good place for this girl to be with
her children, if she had no other placet
A. I think it is 1
Q. Yon know of nothing that would be against her having
these children there, so far as the environment of the home
is concerned?
A. No, sir.
Q. On the night of J anhary 31, 1931, did I understand you
to say 1\!Ir. Norris Gentry called you?
A·. Yes.
Q. About what time of noght was it that he ealled you Y
A. He called me at approximately 8 :30.
Q. What did he tell you.
A. He said that he 'vanted me to drive him up the country
about 30 some miles in the car. I told him I would have to
ask my father; the car did not belong to me. I asked father
and he said it would be perfectly all right to go ahead and take
it. Prior to that, in the opening part of the conversation,
Norris said he was sorry to have to call on me, but he had

--
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,made an effort to g·et another car from frien~s and relatives
but had been unable to do so.
Q. Did he tell you what he wanted you to drive him up tlie
·country for 1
A. Yes.
page 55 } Q. What did he say?
. A. He said he thought l\Iargaret was up at a
road house and he had every reason to believe she was having
a date with another 1nan, about which man he had tole me
the week before, and I had a brief idea of the background
of what he was talking about. He told me to drive up there
with him so he could find her.
Q. Did he tell you he wanted you to see what was going on Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did you know you would be used as a witness in the case 1
A. Absolutely.
Q. When you got to this Pine Needle Oamp or road house
a.bout 10:30 and parked your car, about what time did Mrs.
Gentry and Mr. Sn1ith cmne out of the dance hall1
A. I answered that question for 1\:lr. Moss. I said about
11 :00 o'clock. I am not exac.tly sure of the time, because I
did not wish any record of the time.
Q. Your car was how far from the Smith car?
A. 35 feet approximately.
Q. Your head lights were on, you say·f
A. Yes, a5 feet approximately.
Q. You ha.d lights on, you~ say 1
A. Bright lights, yes.
Q. The Smith car 'vas thoroughly illuminated, was it not?
A. By our lights, yes.
. Q. How far was the Smith ca.r from the door Qf
}Jage 56 } the dance hall?
·
A. About 35 feet.
Q. .At the front or to the saide of the dance hall door?
· A. To the side of the door but right near the point 'vhere
the automobiles come in the driveway.
Q. It was a very public place?
A. Yes, only a few feet from the driveway.
Q. \;Vas there a light over the dance hall door
A. I cannot answer· t11at.
···
Q. If there had been no lights from your car, were there
not other lights that thoroughly illuminated that scene around
there1
- A. There must ha:ve been a light over the door because you
could see people coming- out on the porch very clearly, so it
must have been, but I had not thought of it before.

--~------~

-46

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virgil;lia.
I
I

Q. You say that there were numerous other cars parked
around and couples sitting in them T
A. In some of them.
Q. And that couples were going in and out of the dance hall
at frequent intervals Y
A. Yes.
Q. I do not understand-am I to intimate from your testimony that an act of adultery took place there!
A. N6, sir, I could not testify as to that.
Q. As a matter of fact, I believe you were fair enoug~ to
•say that you could not 'even swear that you saw them kissing, is that true Y
A. I could not say that I actually saw them
page 57 ~ kissing, but there were all the evidences of kissing and hugging.
Q. Did you hear any kissing Y
A. No, I could not hear that far away.
Q. What evidence did you see of it.Y
A. Their positions.
·
Q. You were looking right at them, were you not Y
A. Yes.
Q. And watching them on purpose Y
A. Absolutely.
'
Q. And yet you cannot swear you saw them kissing?
A. ·I could not swear !.actually saw them, but I believe that
they did.
Q. Yon would not want to condemn this girl on some supposition based on something you did not actually see, would
vout
· A. No, sir. I would not intentionally condemn anyone.
Q. Did you see anything that occurred that night at Pine
Needles Camp that would in. any way justify Mr. and Mrs..
Gentry in not living together!
1

i

I

Counsel for the Plaintiff objects to the question and answer

becuase that is a question for the court to decide.
A. That is a very difficult question for me to answer because. being a single man I do not have the same knowledge of
married life that married people do, but knowing the background to this case as I do lmow it, Ilthink-well, I think the
two parties could have lived together under certain
pa.ge 58 ~ conditions. I do not believe that, in view of this
act, the two parties could live together under
conditions similar or the same under,l which they lived prior
to that act.
.

1

1
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Q. Your knowledge of what occurred. before thE! nig;ht of
.January 31st is based entirely upon what your friend Norris Gentry has told you, is it not 7
.A:. Yes.
Q. When Mr. Gentry walked up to this car, did you hear
what conversation took place between him and Mr. SmithY
A. No, sir.
. .
Q. When you came up to the car, I believe you said that
~Ir. Gentry accused 1\Irs. Gentry of having jbeellj drunk?
I mean Mr. Smith f
A. ·Yes, he said he smelled liquor on his breath.
Q. But Mrs. Gentry said he could not accuse her of being
drunk because she had not had a drop Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did you see any indication that Mrs. Gentry had been
drinking herself Y
A. No.
Q. I believe you said the Smith car was a Ford Coupe 7
A. It was a Ford Coupe or Ford runabout. I am frank
to admit I cannot recall what it was.
Q. Was the Smith car front facing your car, or was the
rear facing you?
A. It was on a slant angle; I can demonstrate to you better than I can describe it.
page 59~ Q. In other words, you could see into the
Smith car from the side, is that what you mean 1
A. We could see right straight through the wind shield and
part of the side door. It was sort of at an angle that gave us
a clearer view of it than if we had been face to faoo.
'Q. What did Mr. Gentry say to his wife that night?
A. The only thing that I recall him saying was the conversation about the liquor.
Q. Did you hear him tell her not to come home r
A. No, sir, I did not hear him say that.
Q. Did he take her home himself that night Y
A. Take Margaret f
Q. Yes.
A. No, sir.
Q·. Then 1\IIr. Gentry left his wife at the dan{\.e hall with Mr.
Smith.
. A. I could .not answer that question directly for this reason; when we went iback to the car, 1\fr. Smith got out of the
car and I don't know where he went-he went back in the
dance hall I think and a girl friend, I assume it was, canie out
of the dance hall and sat in the car with Margaret, so··in
answer to this question: ''Did Mr. Gentry leave his wife
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at the dance hall with Mr. Smith", that is as fair as I can
"t
answer 1.
Q. But you you know Mr. Gentry ,did not take .Margaret
Gentry hom that night!
A. Yes.
Q. You know that when you left that dance hall
page 60 ~ that both }Irs. Gentry and ~{r. Smith were at that
dance hall~
I

1

A~

Yes.
Q. Then, does not that answer my question about his leaving· her at the dance hall with Mr. Smith f
·A. It answers the question to this extent; that both of
them were at the dance hall.. ·
Q. Where did you and }fr. Gentry go after leaving the dance
hallf
A. We drove home. I took him home. :first and I drove on
home.
Q. When was the next time that ydu saw Mrs. Gentry?
A. Thai 'vas on a Saturday night. I saw her on Monday
night.
Q. Where did you see her t
A. At her house.
Q. Did you go there yourself!
A. Yes..
Q. What was the purpose of your visit to herf
A. I had called her prior to going and made an. investigation
to see her to see if I could not bring about a reconciliation.
Q. Did you talk to Mrs. Gentry that night
A .. I talked to her a good long time ..
Q. Did you go on your own account or did anyone send you 1
A. I went of my own free-will, and account without the
knowledge of Mr. Norris Gentry.
:
Q. Who did you talk to at the Shelton home
A. I talked to-I spoke to Mrs. Margaret Gentrv and
~Irs. Shelton, Margaret's mother. I had a friendly conversation with ~Iargaret sister and Margaret's grandpage 61 } mother, as well as I recall it 'vas her grandmother.
I did not speak to them about my mission there.
~rhe conversation about the reconciliation was confined to
three part.ies, Marg·aret, ~Irs. Shelton and myself.
Q. Did you state to those parties on that occasion or on
auy other or to any of them that you had found out that ~{rs ..
J\:fargaret Gentry had been accused of certain things wrongly
and that what you saw in the automobile on Saturday night
would not have kpet you from return!ng to the girl, had she
been the mother of your children.
1

I

1

I

I

I
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A. I said that during the first part of the evening, and
then the latter part of the evening, I moqi:fied my statement
that I would not recommend a reconciliation under the living
conditions that were existing prior to what happened on
Saturday night, January 31st. I would recommend a reconciliation on the ground that Margaret and Norris live in an
aparhnent or a flat or a house by themselves.
Q. In other words, you felt that living with his people was
objectionable to any marriec couple1
A. I thought that it 'vas objectionable to any married
couple.
Q. vVhat was ~{rs. Gentry's attitude towards reconciliation1
A. I had two conversations with the Gentrays regarding
a reconciliation; one was approximately one week after I had
seen 1\tlrs. Marg·aret Gentry; the second conversation was,
I don't recall exactly-it may have been a week after that, I
reviewed the entire case, went. into detail and tried to show
or appeal to lVIr. and 1\:lrs. Gentry to suggest to
page 62 ~ Norris that the two go back together and live
in a separate apartment; finally after much discussion in which I had never gotten down to the real point,
I finally secured frrn l\'Ir. and Mrs. Gentry-! don't recall
which told me, that it would be impossible for them to live
together in a flat at present, due to the fact that in their belief it would be too costly. You understand that Norris
works for his father and is paid a salary by his father and
any increase in expenses would naturaUy call for a raise from
his father-an increase in his salary, and I 'vas told that
such a proposition could not be considered at present for
financial reasons.
Q. Then you must have been told that by Mr. Gentry, who
was the one who 'vas considering the financial matters 1
A. I suppose I was although I think Mrs. Gentry was fully
aware of the financial condition of the family.
.
Q. You have not fully answer my question, though I believe
you tried to. The question was this, What was Mrs. Gentry's attitude on that ~fonday night after this Pine Needle
episode in regard to her attitude toward reconciliation f
A. They did not see where it could be effected.
Q. I am not talking a bout the mother of Norris Gentry;
I an1 talking· about Mrs. Norris Gentry, wi1at was 1\.{rs. Margaret Gentry's attitude about a reconciliation with Norris
Gentry on .M~onday night?
A. At first ~Iarg-aret was in favor of a reconpag·e 63 ~ ciliation. She made her terms, although it was
upon her ·terms that I changed my suggestions.

I
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When I went there at first to her house I wanted them to go
back together at their house just like they had been; but
Margaret told me she could not do that; then we discussed
a. flat, and their living tog·ether and ~Iargaret seemed to be
much more suspectible to that idea than the other one, and
she seemed to think that under the proper conditions they
could go back.
Q. In other words, she 'vould have been willing to have
becon1e reconciled had ~Ir. Norris Gentry been willing or able
to provide a flat separate and apart from his parents 1
A. That is what ·she told me on my first visit.
· Q. Did you communicate her attitude to Mr. Norris Gentry?
A. I did not at first.
Q. Did you later Y
A. Yes.
Q. "\Vnat was his attiude Y
.
A. 1\Ir. Norris Gentry thought at first a reconciliation was
hopeless; that he could never love Margaret after having witnessed what he did that night at Pine Needle Cabin.
Q. To the present day has he ever changed that attitude?
A. He showed definite signs of changing a.t one point when
_--due to the influence of the pastor of his church, and I might
say-myself, I had some little to do with it, a conference was
arranged in the pastor's study, on a certain afternoon. The
facs of the case I learned from Norris later; I
page 64 ~ was not present.
Q. Don't tell anything you did not witness yourself.
A. I did not witness anvthing there.
Q. Do you know whe·ther~ Mr. Gentry would be willing to
return to 1\l[rs. Gentry or· permit her 1to return to him at the
present moment T
A. I am fully certain he would not.
.
Q. Now, on this first visit to the Shelton home Monday
night. did you not also malre this statement to those people whom you saw, that the actions against ~Irs. Margaret
Gentry that were being tal{en, according to your knowledge
and view was simply a slap baek at what had happened in
previous years; that the prejudices that they held against her
made them feel justified in taking all these steps against her f
A. We discussed, or rather went into some detail and I
learned in this discussion a great many facts regarding Margaret and Norris' marriage which I had not clearneit up, and
it was not that discussion that the question of prejudice was
raised, and I told Margaret as well
I remember that there
1

I

1

1

1
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mig·ht have been a motive, although I could not say what
motive l\fr. and Mrs. Gentry had .against Margaret, because
I had not talked to them about motives, in this thing, and I
did not know anything about the affair at all prior to this untU , .
a week before it happened. Norris came down home onA
night and said: "I am having trouble with Margaret" and
then he showed a few letters he had intercepted, and told me
a few recent happening, a few things, gave me the ~~ckground and then said:. ''That is the trouble I am
page 65 } having'', and one week later to a day he called me
up to take him to Pine Needle Camp. That is all I
know of the recent happenings.
Q. Did you know that when Norris Gentry and Margaret
were married that Norris had misrepresented her age in
"\Vashington and that Margaret Gentry's mother had sworn
out a warrant for him in Washington, and that they had had
considerable trouble. Inasmuch as they had actually been
married in Washington, the warrant was withdrawn. Did
you know that much?
A. I knew a good deal. I k:pew that much.
Q. Was not that the prejudice and feeling you meant when
you said it might have been a slap-back from previous happenings~
·
A. I don't recall now whether I brought up the question of
a slap-back, and I said that might have been thb' case: I don't
recall at the moment bringing the question of a slap-back up
but if somebody else in the conversation brought it up, which
I rather think happened, I no doubt said, it rriight have been.
'fhere might have been a motive, but I had no reason to say
that, because I l1ad no knowledg·e: it was a mere belief on
my part.
·
Q. Did not you say tha.t the pre-sent ac.tion that was being
taken was not by Norris but by his parents who have been influencing him; that he is simply abiding by thnir decisions and
acting accordingly a.s he has always done Y
A. No, T did not make any statement as large as that; I
said that Norris has always leanre heavily on his
page 66 ~ father and that his father would no doubt get the
lawyers, since, due largely to the fac.t that he
\vorks for his father and has always worked for his father
all his life. he has depended on his father for his living and
naturally had a closer connection with his father than most
sons do have.
Q. Did you ever talk to his father about a reconciliation 7
A. Norris"s fatherY
Q. Yes.
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A. I talked to all of them togethe~~.
Q. Has Mr. Gentry, Sr., ever done anything to have this
girl reconciled to his son""---to effect a reconciliation.
A. Not that I know of except at the conference. I don't
know whether they were in favor of that conference or not.
Q. On the contrary, do you not know that the father of Norris Gentry has heen very much opposed to a reconciliation
from the very beginning 1
A. He has given that impression, yes.
Q. 1\Ir. White, did you make this statement to these parties
at the Shelton home that lir. Gentry, Sr., was to Mr. Norris
Gentry as a ghost writer (author) was to a ma.n, and if you
could eliminate the ghost, you felt sure everything would be all·
right¥
. :
A. W ~s I supposed to have said that Y
Q. I am asking you~
A. I deny it.
Q. Did you say anytin.g similar to thatT
page 67 ~ A. I lead them very clearly to believe that Norris followed closely and leaned right heavily on his
father for guidance as 'veil a.s support. That was the intimation I wanted to convey.
Q. Norris is a gron ma.n, is he not¥
A. Yes. It is a peculiar relationship between Norris and
his father, one that you do not find often existing between
the average son and father, and that hs caused certain things
to exist that would not otherwise exist.
I

I

I
I

R.E-DIRECT EXAMINATION.

Bv Mr. Moss:
·Q. Mr. White, regardless of what you said about Norris
leaning heavily on his father, the fact remains that the conditions now exist and that the reason ,for those conditions in
your judgment was what occurred on, the night of the 31st of
Janua1-y
·
A. Yes, that brought this thing to a head.
Q. And if it had not been for that happening, is it not your
opinion that this couple would be living together now?
A. Yes, they would be.
Q. Now, Mr. Ambler asked you whether or not you actually
saw J\tirs. Gentry and Mr. Smith ki~sin. I understand you
to say you say them embrac.ing, is that correct Y
A. It is correct.
Q. Did you the night of this conference with Mrs. Marga1
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ret Gentry and her mother, tell her mother what you did see
up there that night, or did they ask Y
A. I did not relate the story. I merely assumed in my conversation that they knew it and therefore referred
page 68 ~ to it casually; I did not recite it in detail to Mrs.
Shelton.
,
Q. Did Mrs. Margaret Shelton make any reference to it?
A. No, she may have made two or three references to it,
hut not that I recall.
Q. Did she say whether or not she was out in that automobi]e kissing that man?
A. That question was not brought up, as well as I recall.
· Q. You said something about an objection to young people
-living with in-laws. That is just a general obj<\ction, is it not?
A. Absolutely-a general objection.
Q. Is that the objection you refer to directed specifically
ag-ainst l\!Ir. and 1\Irs. Gentry, Sr. Y
A. No, I obj·ect to it as a general principal; it was equally
applicable. to their condition as well as to others.
Q. You ~ay the first time you sa'v Mrs. Margaret Gentry
and her mother tha.t 1\{rs. Gentry was wil1ing to discuss the
question of a reconciliation, but she made her own terms ad
conditions 1
A. Yes.
Q. Did your mother tell the court what those terms and
conditions "rere?
·
A.. She told me, as well as I recall, that she was willing to
go back to live with Norris. She did not tell me that defiIlitely, that night; I learned that over the telephone later,
but she lead me to believe; within tha.t week when we had the
telephone conversation-she told me she would be willing to
go to live in an apartment with Norris away from
nage 69 ~ his parents. Then I said: ''In living in a home of
that kind, :h:fa.rgaret, you understand that a number
of the comforts of life that you are having now at his parents
.such as nice furniture, use of the automobile, etc., you will
note be able to have things like that in your home.'' She
.said: ''I understand that.'' I said: ''You will have to live
on a very meagre salary.'' She said : ''Yes, I understand
tl1at. '' On that basis I continued my reconciliation plans,
·bnt that night, the first nig-ht I went there, she told me this-:
''Stuart, there is one thing I have not explained to you, and
I cannot explain. it to you now.'' The reason I am bringing
this up now· is this-later she tole me that because of this
act-whatever it was-she ·never told me that-I have absolutely no knowledge of what this thing was, or is, she did not
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believe she could ever live with Norris. She had talked it
over with her mother and she did n6t believe she could live
with Norris.
Q. That was after your :first visit~
1

A. Yes.
Q. So, on the first visit she was inclined to a reconcilia-

tion; subsequently she stated to you definitely that she did
not think she could live with Norris because of some fact
which she could not disclose to you~·
A. Y·es.

1

Q. Now, some question has been asked you by Mr. Ambler
with regard to the question of a prejudice existing against
~frs. Margaret Gentry on behalf of the Senior
page 70 ~ Gentry's, during the course of your visits with
these people did you ever observe any prejudice
against her?
A. I did not notice anything at all .
.Q. What were the actual relations ~xisting between Mr. and
].\frs. Gentry, Sr., with their daughter-in-law, :tYirs. Margaret
Gentry?
A. So far as I know they were agreeable.
Q. 'l,hey were pleasant Y
A. So far as I know.
Q. Ho1v often have you visited 1\Ir. Norris Gentry and Mrs.
1\fargaret Gentry during the course of their marriage, a
mooilil
.. A. I will ha:ve to answer it in this way, they were married
in July 1925; In August, 1925 (they were living in Highland
Park at that time) and in August, 1925, I moved to Barton
Heights and it cut off our visits hut in September of 1925 l
went up to college in Lexington, Virginia, and I lived in Lexington for four years straight except for two weeks Yacation
at Christmas and a short period during the· summer. However, I visited the Gentry home during my visit to Richmond,
and of course since my return, or ·sfnce my graduation from
college in J·une~ 1929, I have been a much more frequent visitor at their house than I had for four years prior to that. I
was at sehool dul'ing a large majority o~ their married life.
Q. Since 1929 you have been a frequent visitor!
A. Yes.
Q. During that time that Mrs. Margaret Gentry
page 71 ~ and lVIr. Smith were sitt,ng out in this ear, was
dancing going on in this dance hall, and were dancers going in and out of the hall!
.A Yes.
Q. Is there something further you wish to say 7
1

1

I
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A. I have tried to answer a number of questions that were
a bit hazy to me; the facts were clear but the details were
not; one question was raised by Mr. Ambler on which I may
have placed too much emphasis. I may have gone into more
detail than I should have done, and that was in regard to Mr. :·
and Mrs. J. Russell Gentry's attitude towards Margaret.:;;
Q. Will you explain that f
A. They told me when I first talked to them about it that
this was a regrettable matter to them, but the facts in the;
case had been told to them and knowing conditions sat home
and knownin_q these facts they could not see, personally, how
Norris and ~Iargaret could live together. That is what they
told me; .they turned around to me on my :first visit and said:
''If Norris can live at this house, we will go ahead and let
bhn live with Margaret, but if he does not, let him not live
with her; the question is up to him, but they will have to live
here.'' That is what I learned later; they did not tell me that
·at first, but it was on my second visit that I got out of Mrs.
Gentry, \Vhen we were away into the conversation about this
financial questi~n; that was the main thing that kept Margaret and Norris from living in a flat; they inquired around at
flats and visited some few flats to find the approxipage 72 ~ mate price per month, and the financial idea was
prohibitive, but they could live at their house and
.it was all right if they wanted to.
Q·. As I understand it then, the impression you have gained
from your conversation with Mr. and Mrs. J. Russell Gentry was the in the decision as to the reconciliation, was Norris' question that it was up to him to decide?
A. 1Jltimately, yes~ but on the condition that they live at
home. They told me definitely during my last visit that the
question of finance was an important one, and when they said
that, J said: ''I am through."

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
By fil[r. Ambler:
Q. Did Mr. Russ~ll Gentry of his wife-either one-tell
you just what Norris was making?
. A.. No, I don't know. I heard something in court there, but
other than that I don't even recall now what that was. I never
knew what he was making.
And further this deponent sayeth not.
At this point an

adjournm~nt

was taken until July 18, 1931.
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The further taking of these depositions was resumed this 18th day of July, at eleven o'clock, 1931,
pursuant to adjournment.
I

i

WILLIAM M: D.A.VIS,
a :witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
said as follow:
!

•

DIRECT EXA~1IN~TION.
I

,I

By Mr. 1\foss :
.
Q. Please state your name, age, residence and occupation T
. A. V\'~illiam M. Davis, age 33, 4512 West Seminary Avenue,
.1nanager for Tabb, Brockenbrough and Ragland, general in·surance.
Q. Are you acquainted with Nor~is C. GentryT
A. Yes.
.
Q. Are you likewise acquainted wit~ his father and mother T
A. I am.
.
Q. Have yon ever visited their home 1
A. I have.
·
Q. Frequentlyf
1

A. Yes.

.

Q. From what you know of that home, and of Mr. and Mrs.
Gentry, Senior, would you say it was a suitable and proper
place for the children involved in tHis suit to be placed Y
A. I do.
I

CROSS EXAMINATION. .
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mr. Davis, do you know anything about the home of
. ~[rs. Gentry, Mrs. Margaret Gentry, where she it staying at
- present Y
.
·
.
A.- No, I do not.
Q. I believe ~frs. Shelton is the mother's name. Do you
·
know whether or not that is a good and proper
page 74 ~ place for the children to be alsoY
A. I do not.
Q. Yon only know the- condition in his home and you do
.not know the condition in her home?!
A. No.
Q. So far as you }{now it may be equally as goodY
A. Yes·.
·
1

1
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. lVIoss:
Q. You don't know anything about her home 1
A. I don't kno'v a thing in the world about it.
· And further this witness sayeth not.

E. W. RUSSELL,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, testified as
follows:
DIRECT

EXA~IINATION.

Bv Mr. Moss:
Q. State your name, age, residence and occupation, Mr..
Russell.
A. E. W. Russell, age 48, 3103 Sixth .Avenue, Highland·
Park, Mechanical :E'oreman.
Q. .Are you acquainted with .l.Vlr. Norris Gentry and his father and mother?
A. Yes.
Q. How long have you kno~v themY
A. l could not say the exact date but about twleve or fourteen years.
Q. lf.ve you visited the home of Mr. and Mrs.
page 75 ~ Gentry, Sr.?
A. Yes.
Q. Frequently?
A. Well, I don't know what you call frequently, but four or
five times a year, I guess.
Q.. Hve you had an opportunity to observe 'vhether or not
their home is a suitable and proper place for these children
involved in this suit to be placed?
.
.A.. I 'vould answer that in this wa.y, 1\fr. Moss, I have seven,
and I don't know of any one anywhere I would be more willing for my children to be raised in their home.
L

CROSS

EXA~IINATION.

Bv Mr. Ambler:
..Q. Do you know the home in which the children are now
living? Do you know where they are Y
Mr. 1\foss: They are in both places.
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.

Q. Do you know Mrs. Shelton, the ¥tother of Mrs. Gentry f
A. No.
Q. You know nothing about the condition in that home, do
youf
·
·
A. No.
Q. So far as your knowledge is concerned, it may be equally
as good as the Gentry home. Is not that true f
A. I would not know how to answ·er that.
Q. ·I say, so far as your knowledge is concerned Y
A. To my knowledge, it might be. •
·
1

I

RE-DIRECT.
. Mr. Moss:

QL You have no knowledge of her home and for
page 76 ~ that reason you can express no opinion.
A. I want to tell the truth, I have no knowledge
as far as I am concerned.
And further this witness sayeth not.

MRS. WM. WO.OD!ARD,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, testified as
follows:
:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
· Q. Mrs. Woodward, will yon state your name; age, residence
and occupation f
A. Mrs. Margaret McFarlane W ootlard, age 33, 4528 West
Seminary Avenue, housekeeper.
Q. Mrs. Woodard, are you acquainted with Mr.. No-rris Gentry and his father and motberf
A. Yes.
Q. How long have you known themf
A. Thrett years.
Q. During that time have yon visited their home-about
how often would you sayf
A. Well, we are neighbors, and as often as neighbors would
visit, we run in and borrow things once in awhile. We have
children with common interests, fron;t day to day, they play
together and we have our little troubles with them.
Q. From what you know of this ho:rhe, would you say it was
a suitable and proper plaee· for these children of Mr. Gentry's to be raisedY
1

•
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A. Yes.
Q. Is it a go9d Christian home!

A.. Yes.
No cross examination.
And further this witness sayeth not.
MISS BLANC:a BURNETT,
a witness of lawful age, ·being first duly sworn, testified as
follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
A. State your name, age, residence and occupation t
A. Blanch Burnett, age 34, 3516 Enslow Avenue.
Q. Are you acquainted with Norris Gentry Y
A. Yes.
Q. And his father and mother!
.A. Yes.
Q. Have you visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gentry?
A.. Many times.
Q. From what you know of that home, would you think it a
suitable and proper· place for Norris Gentry's -children to be
raised in?
A. Yes, I do not know of a more splendid Christian character than Mrs. Gentry, and Mr. Gentry also; they are both
Christians, we attend the same church, and I have known
them for twenty-five years.
Q. Is Norris Gentry a good moral boy?
A. Yes.

CROSS EXAMINATION.
page 78 } By Mr. Ambler:
.
Q. Are you any relation to the Gentry's!
A. None whatever.
And further this witness sayeth not.
A. G. EDENTON,
a witness of lawful age, being ~st duly sworn, deposed and
said as follows:

~0
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DIRECT EXAMINATION.
i

'

By Mr. Moss:
Q. Please state your name, age, residence and occupation f
A. My name is A. G. Edenton, 48 years old, Spottsylvania
County, saw mill and farming.
Q. You· live over in the place named Partlow'
A. Yes.
·
Q. How long have you lived in that county Y
A. I have lived there about twenty-two years.
Q. Have you lived there during the entire time of your married lifeY
A. Pretty near, yes, all except two years.
Q. Are you acquainted with Norris GentryY
A. Yes.
Q. How long have you known him 1
A. Ever since he was a boy.
Q. Are you related to him, or his :rather and mother7
A. Yes.
Q. To whom are you related, his father, or his mother,
which?
A. To his mother.
page 79 ~ · Q. What relation exists between you and Mrs.
Gentry, Sr.?
·
A. We are third cousins.
Q. Do you know 1\tirs. Margaret Gentry f
A. Yes.
Q. How long have you known her Y
A. About three years, I guess.
.
Q. Did she visit you or visit in yqur neighborhood during
last summer, or last fall?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall what month it was?
A. In September.
Q. She was visiting in your neighborhood Y
A. Yes, in my neighborhood.
Q. With whom was she staying Y
A. Staying with my brother.
Q. What are his initials Y
A. C. M. Edenton.
Q. Now, during the month of September last year, did you
have a dance or party at your house 1
A. Yes.
Q. Did Mrs. 1vlargaret Gentry come there Y.
A. Yes.
Q. With whom dld she come Y
1

I
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A. She came with my brother.
Q. What are his initials?
A. C. l\L Edenton.
page 80 ~ Q. Who came with herf
A. His daug·hter.
Q. What is her name¥
A. Madge Edenton.
.
Q. Who did she leave with?
A. She left with John ·wood Smith.
Q. Now what time did she get to your house with your
brother?
A. I guess somewhere around about half past seven o'clock.
Of course I did not look at the time, I suppose seven-thirty.
Q. Did she stay there until the dance broke up f
A. No, sir.
Q. What time did she leave?
A. They left around eleven o 'clook, I reckon.
Q. You mean for good 7
A. Yes.
Q. Between seven thirty and eleven o 'clook, did she l~ave
there?
A. Yes.
Q.. About what time was that f
A. I could not tell you that, sir. I reckon about nine-thirty
or ten o'clock.
Q. Where did she go 7
A. I could not tell you.
Q. Wh did she go with f
A. John Wood Smith.
Q. Did you semn the leave together?
A. Yes.
page 81 t Q. Did you see then1 get in an a11tomobile?
A. Yes.
Q. How long did she stay out?
A. About an hour and a. quarter, I reckon.
Q.. Thetn they came back?
A. Yes.
.
Q. When she came back how long did she stay before she
)eft again?
A. I don't know about the tin1e; I did not notice the time,
but I suppose somewhere around about eleven o'clook when
she left.
Q. She left at eleven o'clock and who did she leave with?
A. John Wood Smith.
Q. Was anybody with her? Anybody else?
A. No.
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Q. Had the dance stopped when they left at eleven o'clock Y
A. No, sir, they danced one more figure after the left.
Q. During the time that she was there from·seven thirty
.until the time she was out the first time, did she dance any!
A. 0' yes, she danced some. I did not take any notice
how much she danced.
Q. '.rhey went out together and stayed out about an hour
and came back Y
'
A. I think about an hour.
Q. Had you seen Margaret Gentry·lwith John Wood Smith
. ·
-before or since that time?
A. I have not se·en her with him since then.
Q. Had you ever seen them togeth~r before that time?
A. No.

page 82 }.

CROSS EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mr. Edenton, about what time did your dance start that
night!
A. I could not tell you exactly.
Q. I know, but approximately?
A. I did not take notice what time it started.
Q. It started around nine or ten o'clock?
A. I suppose about eight-thirty.
Q. And Mrs. Norris Gentry came there with your brother
and Madge?
A. Yes.
Q. How long did they stay there Before· they left 7
A. I could not tell you exactly because I did not time them.
Q. Was it as much as an hour?
A. I don't know.
Q. When did she leave then, with whom did she leave?
A. John Wood Smith.
·
Q. Who else?
A. Nobody else, that I see.
Q. Did you see them when they left f
A. Yes, I saw them when they went out on the porch ..
Q. Did you see them when they came in the carY
A. Yes.
Q. Do you know whether or not Madge Edenton went with
them on this ride Y
A. No, she did not go.
Q. Do you know whether another boy went with them 7
A .. I do not know about] the boy, if' he did, he
page 83 ~ was in the car, I did not see him get in.
1

i
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:._Q. Do you know whose car it was Y
A. John Wood S'mith's car, at least I re~kon it was his
car, that he drives about in.
Q. Do you know where· they went?
A. No, I do not. I could not tell you. to save my life.
Q. Did you see them when they drove o:fff ·
A. o~, yes, I saw· them· 'drive ·off.
Q. You say they were gone about an hour and fifteen minutes?
A. I suppose an hour or an hour and a quarter. I did not
time them. You know time fools you some times.
Q. Were you noticing them particularly?
A. No, just sitting on the porch and saw them get in the
car; most anybody would have noticed them.
Q. You saw nothing wrong while you wer watehingY
A. No, except to go and get in the car and driv-e off.
Q. A lot of other couples were doing the same thing f
A. I did not see them.
Q. It was what month, September, a hot monthY
A. Yes, it was September, I think it was the third Saturday
night in September.
Q. That was pre tty hot weather, wasn't it?
. A. Pretty warm.
Q. Lots of couples were coming in. and out of the dance
room, were they not 7
A. Some single ones were driving off there.
page 84 ~ Q. Did not couples come in and out frequently f
A. Single ·boys and girls came in and went off
driving. I don't think I saw any single boy and married
woman going off except them.
Q. Was Mr. Norris Gentry there that night?
.A. No.
Q. Was he in Richmond, or up there?
A. Well, I could not tell you ; he was not up there.
Q. When. did your brother and Madge Edenton leave the
dance?
A. My brother left ; he did not oome in the house at all, he
turned around and. went back home.
Q.. Was he driving his carT
A. Yes.
Q. Then Madge Edenton was brought there together with
Margaret Gentry by your brother?
A. Yes.
· Q. Then 1frs. Gentry had no other way to go home except
to go wit.h anybody that would giv:e her a ride Y
A. I don't know.
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Q. You know your ·brother left at once, and you. know your .
brother brought her there?
A. Yes.
Q. She had no other way of gettingi back home unl-ess somebody took her in a car, did she?
A. I reckon she did not.
Q. Was there any objection in the world to. Mr.
page 85 ~ John Wood Smith carrying her home in preference
to anybody else Y
· A. She came with 1viadge Edenton.
Q. Ho'v was she going homeY
A. She could have g·otten in the same car with them, had
a rumble seat.
Q. Do you know why she did not r~de home with Madge or
Madge go with her? .
I
A. No.
Q. Who did ~{adge go home with f
A. Walter Sacra.
Q. Who is he?
A. He is John Sacra's son.
Q. A single man 1
A. Yes.
Q. Madge is a single girl?
A. Yes. He has been carrying her around some.
Q. What time did Madge leave; was it before or· after Mrs.
Gentry leftY
A. They left around about-a little difference in time, the
last time, you understand.
Q. When did they leavef Before or after Mrs. Gentry leftf
A. After ~Irs. Gentry left, but they both left around about
the same time,· a few minutes apart.
Q. About the time the dance was breaking up 1
A. Yes.
Q. S'o Madge simply w-ent home with the boy with whom
.: .
she had been going around?
page 86 ~ A. I don't know where they ·went to; they left
there. together. I don't know whether they went
home or not.
Q. And ~Irs. G-entry went home with a man who was kind
enough to give her a ride?
A. She went with John Wood Smith.
Q. He was kind enough to give her a ride f
A. Yes.
Q. Was there any other wa.y she •could have gotten home
except by going with anyone who would haye taken her Y
1
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· A. Yes, there were plenty of other ways she could get home.
Q. She could have walked, conldn 't she?
·
A. Yes, it was not over a quarter of a. mile.
Q. Yon would not pr-efer a daughter of yours walking
through the country at eleven o'clock at night, even a quarter
of a mile, if it were not necessary, would yon Y
A. No.
Q. But all that yon know is that she did go home with John
Wood Smith, or left with John Wood SmithY
A. Y-es, she left with him.
And further this witness sayeth not.·
MRS. ANNIE MAY EDENTON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, testified as
follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. Please state your name, age, residence and occupation?
A. J\llrs. Annie May Edenton, forty years old,
page 87 ~ Partlo,v, Virginia.
Q. Mrs. Ed-enton, you are the wife of the gentleman who just testified?
A. Yes.
.
Q. Are you acquainted with Mrs. 1\tiargaret Gentry and
with J\1:r. Norris Gentry?
A. I am very well acquainted with Norris, not so much
with Margaret.
Q. How long have you known Mrs. Margaret Gentry?
A. Not over a year; I suppose.
Q. 'vVas she at your home to a dance in September of last
yearf
A. Yes.
Q~ Do you know with whom she came?
A. Well, no, I don't know, but they told me she cameMr. Ambler: Don't say that.
A.
Q.
time
A.
Q.

No, I was not there when she came.
Do you know whether or not she stayed there the entire
of the dance?
No, she did not.
Who did she leave there withY
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A. I did not see her when she went; she came back with
John Wood Smith.
Q. Did you see them come back f
A. yes, I ;vas on my fr?n.t porch.
Q. How d1d they come 1n?
A. They came from the car hand in hand.
Q. Did you see her when she left finally for good f
A. No, sir.
page 88 ~ Q. You don't know whom she went with f
A. She went home with John Wood Smith.
Q. When she left-how do you know she went with John
Wood SmithY
A. When he left, we missed her anq we missed him.
Q. Did you see them get in the automobile together?
A. No, I did not; I was in the hou~e when they left.
Q. So, as I understand it, all you li:now is that you missed
-her and missed him Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did she tell you good-bye f
A. No.
Q. Did John Wood Smith tell you good-byef
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know how Madge Edenton went home f
A·. No, sir. ·
Q. Did they leave at the same tim~, or who left first 1
A. No, sir, John Wood Smith and ~Margaret left first.
1

1
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CROSS EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Ambler:
Q. ·Mrs. Edenton, where were you when Mrs. Gentry came
to your homeY
A I spoke to her when she came 4t.
Q. That was not my question. Where were you?
A. I was in the house.
Q. Was your husband in the house?
A. I could not tell you to save my life; there were so ma:ny
people there ; I could not tell you.
page 89 ~ Q. Your husband is the gentleman who just tes- ti:fiedf
A. Yes.
Q. You say you did not see them when they arrivedf
A. No, I did not, except a.fter they got in the house.
Q. Did you see John Wood Smith with them when they
came in, to begin with t
1
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A. No, but after he came in, she danced. around with him
and then they left.
··
:
Q. I understand, I will come to that, but when they came.
there, you don't know who she came with!
A. No.
Q. How many people w-ere there at your party, approximately?
.
A. I could not tell you ·to save· my life; I never counted
them.
Q. A good mnay single people and a good many married
people?
A. Yes.
Q. It was a hot September night, wasn't it 7
A. I don't know how hot it was, but it was the third Saturday night in September. I don't remember the time how
hot it was.
Q. People were coming and going. in and out of the house
frequently, were they not?
A. Right many came that night; people generally do come
to a dance.
Q. They generally do go in and out a good deal 7
A. I have not seen people leaye our place; w-e have never
had peop-le leave, go out and go car riding; we have dances,
then people get in the car and go home; we don't have them go
in and out.
page 90 r Q. About what time did you miss Mrs. Gentry
and Mr. SmithY
A. Well, he left-well, I don't Inlow what time it was.
Q. Where were you when you missed them 7
A. I was in front and I went to Madge Edenton and asked
her where Margaret was.
Q.. Where was your husband at tha~ time?
.
A. I don't know, with different people around there, the
whole front porch was full; you know about how it is when
you have a party at your house for right many.
Q. Did you see Mrs. Gentry come back with Mr. Smith t
A. I did, hand in hand to the house. ·
Q. Where were you when you saw that?
A. I was on the front porch.
Q. Was your husband out there then Y
A. I suppose he was; there was a whole front porch full;
my husband did not dance. He was out on the front porch.
Q. You are sure?
A. Yes, I was on the front porch myself when they came
back.
Q. How long did they stay away?

~~
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A. I have no idea, an· hour a~d a. 4alf, and when they left
the last tiine, they never did come back.
Q. What time.did they leave the last· timeT
A. About eleven-thirty; we did not break up our party until
twelve. It was on Saturday night.
Q.. Did you see her when she left the _last time Y
A. No, sir, I did not.
page 91 ~ Q. You did not know who she went withY
A. No, but I missed him.
Q. He went home 1 That is, he did not spend the night Y
A. He did not spend the night, but I was told he took her
away.
Q. Mrs. Edenton, you must not tell what people told you;
that is hearsay.
,
. A. Yes, but my husband said he saw them leave.
Q. He can testify to it but you canriot.
A. Of course, I was there in the house with the rest of the
company that was there.
. Q. Do you know who Madge Edenton came home withY
A. No.
Q. Do you know who she went home withY Was it a young
man named 8aera?
A. They told me she went with him, but of course, I did
not see it, I was in the house.
Q. Norris Gentry was not at the dance, was heY
A. No, sir.
Q. Where was he T
A. I could not tell you to save my life; I reckon he was at
home.
·
;
Q. Had you invited him to come 1 '
A. No, I did not. He was not up there.
Q. Who was Mrs. 1\farga.ret Gentry visiting Y
A. She ·was visiting Miss ~Iadge ~denton.
Q. That is your husband's brother's daughter?
A. Yes.
pag~ 92 ~
Q. That is all you know, about the case, isn't it?
A. Yes..
I
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RE-DIRE·CT EXAJ\fiNATION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. Mrs. Edenton, may I ask you this~ When ~Ir. Smith
and Mrs. Margaret Gentry were missed there, a.nd it was
afterwards disclosed that they had been out together some'vhere, was it the subject of comment;among the people t~eref
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A. Yes, there was a. whole porch full and everybody on our
front porch noticed it.
Q. Did they talk about it 1
A. Yes, indeed.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
~{r. Ambler:
·Q. Mrs. Edenton, who did you first tell about this episode¥
A. I went to Madge Edenton and asked her where was
Margaret, and she told me she did not know.
Q. I asked you who did you 1irst tell-after this danceabout this girl going off with John Smith f
A. I did not tell anybody.
Q. You have not told anybody?
A. No.
Q. When did you tell Mr. Gentry about it, if you did 7
A. ~1y husband told him..
Q. When did he do that?
A. I just don't remember.
Q. Has it ·been recently?
A. I could not say to save my life when it was; one. time
they visited us on Sunday afternoon.
page 93 } Q. Has l\fr. Norris Gentry, or a.ny member of his
family, been up to see you and your husband within the last month Y
A. Sev·eral times.
Q. Did you discuss this matter with you then?
A. I don't know whether they did not not.
Q. You are bound to know that-whether they discussed
this with you in the last month. Did they take it up with you
a month ago for the first time?
A. It has been more than a month ago since my husband
told them.
Q. How long ago was that 7
A. I don't know.
Q. You have been very accurate as to how long this girl
had been gone with 1\Ir. Smith that night?
A. It was the only time she visited my home, the third Saturday night in September, it will be twelve months ago this
coming September.
·
Q:. I understand-see if you can answer that question. Has
it been a month or over a month ago since your husband first
told any of the Gentry's about what. you all sa:w?
A. I reckon it was more than a month, more than four or
five months ago that he told them.
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Q. This is the first time you have told it yourself, isn't it Y
You say you had not told anybody.
A. No, I have not told anybody.
Q. The first time you have said anything about it Y
A. No more than discussing it with them.
page 94 ~ Q. But they did come up to see you within the
last month and ask you to :come down here and testify?
. .A. Yes, sir.
1

I

!

And further this witness sayeth not.
NORRIS. GENTRY,
a witness of lawful age, being fi'rst duly sworn, testified

follows:

as

DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. State your name, age, residenc~ a.nd occupation f
A. N.C. Gentry, age 25, sheet metal worker, residence 45321
West Seminary Avenue.
Q. When, where and to whom wer~ you married f
A. To Margaret Shelton, Washington, D. C., July 20, 1925.
Q. At the time of the institution of this suit, had you been
a bona fide residP-nt of the State of' Virginia for more than
one yearY
A. Yes.
Q. At the time of the institution of this suit, had you been
a bona. fide resident and domiciled in the County of Henrico Y
A. Yes.
Q. Where did you and your wife last live together as man
and wifeY
·
A. 4532 West Seminary Avenue. ;
Q. Is that in the County of HenricoY
A. Yes.
.
Q. As a result of this rfarriage how many chilpage 95 ~ dren were born Y
A. Two.
:
Q. What are their names and ages!
A. Norris C. Gentry, Jr., age four, June Shelton Gentry,
age two.
Q. When did yo~ and your wife last live togethP.r as man
and wife?
A. Iri. February, 1931. February 31st, 1931.
Q. Don't. you know February has not thirty-one· days Y
1

1

1

1
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A. I cannot tell you the date to save my life.
Q.. Was it F-ebruary or J a.iluary? .
A. It was either the last of January or the first of. February, the last of January, l believe it was.
Q. Pri.or to the time that you and your wife ceased to live
together, I want you to state whether or not you found in your
possession any letters or pho't~OTaphs 7
A. Yes, I found a photograph of John Wood Smith.
Q. How did you know it was John Wood SmithY
A. I know him.
Q. Where did you find the photograph!
A. In the living room on the shelf upstairs, closet shelf,
underneath a newspaper and a hat box.
Q. It had been hidden behind there?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you find any letters in the box of Mrs. Gentry!
A. I found a note. I was at home one day from work. I
found Margaret that morning sitting in the kitchen in the
window writing. I did not pay much attention to it; I was
·
sitting in the living room, so a little later on she
page 96 } went down stairs to the telephone, she was called
to the telephone, and I got up while she was down
there, went in the kitchen, reached on top the kitchen cabinet
for a box in which I had some cigarettes, and as I pulled the
box down, over came this note and dropped down on the
kitchen cabinet.
Q. was that a note in her handwriting'
A. Yes, addressed to me.
Qr. Where is that note?
A. She has it, I suppose, she got it a.wa.y from me.
Q. She took it away from you Y ·
A. Yes.
Q. What did that note contain?
A. It started saying, "I am leaving as I have to ·be at work
Monday morning''. Of course, I don't know where she meant.
Q. What else did it say!
· A. She said I was right and she was wrong. Sne said her
lawyer (or attorney) Mr. C. R. Moss, I believe, it was, will
attend to everything.
Q. After that, did you find any other letters in her posses
sionY
.A. Not hi her possession.
Q. Did you find any letters addressed to her Y
A. Yes.
Q. Had they been opened?
A. No, sir.
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Q. Do you know from whom those letters were Y
A. I opened a letter myself from John Wood
page 97 ~ Smith.
Q. How many letters did you find addressed to
her from this man Smith f
'
A. That is the only one.
Q. Do you know how long that was :before the time you and·
Mr. Stewart White went up to the Pineneedle's Camp?
A. About a week or ten days.
Q. Now, the letter you spoke of addressed to Mrs. Gentry
from Mr. Smith, where is thatY
.A. She has it.
Q. She has it¥
A. She got it away from me. I don't know whether she
has it or not.
Q. Did you show that letter to anybody!
: A. Yes.
. Q. To whomf
A. I showed it to my mother and showed it to my father
and to Mr. Jeter.
·
Q. ~fr. John Jeter?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you :remember, Mr. Gentry, substantially what that
letter addressed to Mrs. Margaret Gentry contained?
A. Well, one thing it said he was asking ·her to come some
place the following Saturday, but I could not tell you where it
said to come, asking if she could pull the wool over my eyes
and be up there (some place) that Saturday. He also asked
her if she had some girl fpend in whom she could
page 98 ~ confide and mark letters in some way so I would
not know it, and so she would know who they were
for.
Q. What else did he say, do you remember if he signed his
name to it?
-A. No.
Q. How did you know it was from John Wood Smith?
A. I supposed so in the way it was written. I don't kno'v
whether you call it circumstantial evidence or not, but she
told me it was from him.
Q. Where was it postmarked Y
A. Ladysmith.
1
Q. Is that where this Pineneedle 's Dance- Hall is 1
A. Yes.
Q.. Did I understand you to say Mrs. Gentry told you it
was from J obn Wood Smith!
A. Yes.
I

1
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Q. Did you find another letter in her possession either addressed to her or written by her to any other person Y
A. I found a. lett-er written to Miss Helen Pritchard of
Fredericksburg, asking her if she could get her a job up· there
and also said in her letter to send her a picture of her ''Big
Man'', that she only had a kodak picture of him.
Q. A picture of ''her big man'' Y
A. Yes.
Q. Where is that letter Y
·
....\.. Sb.e has it; she has them all here now.
page 99 } Q. Is that letter you speak of addressed to Miss
Pritchard in Fredericksburg in the handwriting·
of your wife?
A. Yes.
Q. I want you, ·1\ir. Gentry, to explain the circumstances
under which Mrs. Gentry gained control of possession of these
letters and pictures Y
A. Well, I had them in my inside over-coat pocket.
Q. What were you doing with them there Y
A. I had been down there to see Mr. J-eter, showed him the
letters and came b. orne; came in and hung my coat on the
rack and walked over and sat down in a big chair, naturally
thinking over things.
·
Q~. Where was 1\irs. Gentry?
A. Lying on the Chesterfield; I was between her and the
hall rack in the living room.
Q. What time did you g·et back ·home from Jeter's house?
A. ·Between nine and ten o'clock.
Q. What did you do then?
A. I sat down and .~oked two cigarettes. When I can in I
think I brought her two magazines and she sat and looked
at them, I looked over the paper a. short time, then I dozed o:tf
to sleep ; something wakened me, and I raised up and Margaret was running up the steps. I looked at my overcoat, it
was swinging wide open ; I went to it and the letters were
gone.
Q. Did you follow her up stairs?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you go up there?
page .100 ~ A. I don't think I went right straight up there;
I don't remember exactly.
Q. Did you afterwards go upstairs?
A. Yes.
Q. Where was ~Irs. Gentry?
A. I -could not tell you-upstairs-! could not tell you to
save my life.
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Q. To what room did she goY
A. When she first went up it sounded like she went in the
bathroom, I could not swear to it.
Q. What caused yon to think she went to the bath roomf
A. For one thing, I kne\v she had burned some letters in
there before.
Q. Did you hear a noise in the bathroom 1
A. No.
Q. You say she had burned letters in there before f
A. Yes.
Q. That night did you examine the bath room as to whether
or not there was any evidence of a recent burning of paperY
A. No, sir, I did not examine it; I did not notice anything.
Q. Did you ask her about the letters and pictures?
A. She told me. I don't know whether ·that night or the
next morning that she destroyed the letters but did not say
whether shed id the picture, too.
Q. She did say she had destroyed the letters?
A. Yes.
page 101 ~ Q. Did she tell yon why she destroyed them f
A. No.
Q. What time did she tell you the letters you have testified
a.bout were written by ~Ir. Smith, when did she tell you that r
A. That night. I talked to her that night quite a while.
Q. Did she attempt to explain to you why she was carrying
on this correspondence with ~ir. Smith?
A. No, the only thing she said-I asked her why did she
do it, s~e- said she did not know. She said ''I knew yon would
catch up with me some time or another".
Q. After that occurred, did you keep on the watchont for
vour wife?
.. A. Yes.
Q. Have you ever seen her with John Wood Smith f
A. I have seen her talking to him a.t a dance, quite a while
back and I m-entioned it to her.
Q. Have you ever seen him at any other place with her?
A. I have seen hini dance with her at another dance here
in Richmond.
Q. Have·you ever seen them in an automobile together!
A. Once, but I was in that car.
·
Q. Were you with Mr. White when he went up to the Pineneedle Dance Ifall?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you see your wife there Y

A. Yes.
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·Q. Where did y<>u see her Y
A. In the automobile.
Q. Had you seen her before she got in the au...

tomobile?
A. No, sir.
Q. In what kind of an automobile was she sittingt
A. Ford Coupe, sport coupe.
Q. In 'vhose automobile were yo~?
A. I was in ~Ir. White's automobile.
Q. Who was in the automobile with Mrs. Margaret Gen·
try?
A. John Wood Smith.
Q.. That brings us down to the time that you and Mr. Stew·
art White went up to the Pineneedle 's Danee Hall. Will you
please state the circumstances under which Mr. White went
with you, when· you left Richmond, if you know, when you
arrived at the Pineneedles Camp and tell everything that occurred from the time you left Richmond to the time yon got
ready to leave up there?
.A. Do you want to know why I left 1
Q. Yes .
.A. I ate supper Saturday ev-ening, after which I went back.
down the back yard to the stone garden and was putting
down sidewalk; had been doing it at nights after supper. I
went down to finish up a little bit, I think about seven o'clock.
:Mother and Dad eame out and drove away to the groc-ery
store as they usually do on Saturday night and then to a
moving picture show. When they eame out, ~{other asked
me: "Where is Margaret going tonight?" I said: "I don't
know, I did not know she was going anywhere. I left her
upstairs washing dishes.'' I put out the electric
page 103 ~ light, went up stairs. I asked Margaret where she
was going-she was all dresesd up in her dress
clothes. She said: ''You know where I am going." I said:
''No, I do not. Yon told me last week something about going to Fredericksburg to spend the week end with Helen
Pritchard. I guess you are not going up there this time of
night." She said: "I am going to ·the country." I asked
her who with. Sbe did not want to tell me at first, then she
said "I am going to a dance". I asked her hvic~ before she
told me where the dance was to ·be. She finally told me
"Pineneedle's Camp". Of course, Margaret knew I did· not
want her to go. She tried to go the Saturday night before
· and I refused to g-o and the people did not show up to take
her.
Q. Do you know with whom she went this particular night?
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A. Knight Aiken and.his wif-e, I think another couple Mr.
and Mrs. Burt.
·
Q. Who·?
A. Burt. Well, I stayed in the house about ten minutes ;
they blew their horn; I went out to the car to be sure who
she was going with, to see that they were· all right people;
if she had to go, of course, I did not want her .to go at all.
Then she· came out and introduced me to the people, then
she got on the back seat of the car. Mr. Aiken said : ''I wish
you could go too .Norris.'' I said: ''I am s.orry I cannot.''
They drove off. Naturally I could not do any more work,
the kids there, a little boy there badly burned; I
page 104 ~ went out and put ou the light in the back yard,
came back to the house, changed clothes, sat and
thought a. fe'v minutes, and decided I had better go up there.
In the first place I did not care for the people she went with;
I had been knowing them all my life, but I did not care for
them. I could not leave the kids in the house ·by themselves;
so I called up the store and got my mother and asked her to
come on home.
Q. Don't state the conversation you had with your mother,
state what you did Y
A. I asked her to come home. She came home in about a
half hour. I told her I wanted to go up in the country, so I
called two of my friends; I wanted somebody to go with me;
I could not get in touch with them; then finally I got Stewart White; he said he would go -if his dad would let him have
his car, so in about a half hour, maybe less than a half hour,
we went up there. When we got right at the place I asked
Stewart to let me have the wheel; I drove the car up past
the filling station, turned around and drove back, drove in the
road that lead to the .rear of the place, turned the car around,
pulled up by the side of the road and stopped. We sa.t a few
minutes; did not see anybody we know, so presently, I told
Stewart that looked like John Sinith 's car sitting up there.
Of course, I did not know, but presently the car between us,
which I think was a Chevrolet sedan, two boys came out and
pulled out. I pulled up a little closer. His car-this car
which I was sure was his at the thue-the place then being
empty, his car was on an angle to mine. Lights
page 105 ~ on, shining right into the front of his car on an
angle. I did not see }..fargaret, but I did see John
Smith walk out on the porch with a bunch of boys; so I pointed
him out to Stewart White. We sat a few moments; then I ·
said: ''I am going to walk around this dance hall.'' He·
said ''All right''. ' 'You stay here'', I said. I got out ; the
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dance hall was on the opposite side of the building, Pineneedle trees around there, eight windows on that side, looked
up about that high. I looked in to see if I could see anyone
I knew. I sa'v the gentleman that took her up there, and
his wife. I was there about ten minutes but did not see Mar""
ga.ret or did not see John Smith in the dance hall, so I walked
slowly around back of the building and when I got in sig·ht
of the car, I saw Stewart beckoning to me. I walked around
back of the car and got in. S'tewart said : ''Margaret came
up and got in the car about five or ten minutes ago.'' I could
~ee John Smith in the car but I could not see 1\iarga.ret.
Q. What position did 1\ir. Smith occupy at the time you
say you saw him but could not see Margaret Gentry?
A. All I could see was the back of his head and his neck.
lie was turned around in the seat this way, the ·back of his
head was visible. I could not see her. I told Stewart: "I
am going over there. You know that :Niargaret is in the car
hut I don't know it. I cannot see her, as soon as I can see
:_t\,larg·aret I am g·oing up.'' Then ::Margaret raised up.
· Q. When she raised up, did she come from ~
page 106 r position to the left or right of him 1
'
A. To his left like this.
Q.. And he was reclining to the left!
A. He was reclining as I understand it to the left.
Q. She came fron1 his left side when she raised up?
A. Yes. ·When she raised up he raised up and put his arm
on the adge of the car. I got up then and just as I got up
to the front of my car, he recognized n1e. He opened the car
door and stepped out on the ground. I went up, pulled the
door back and looked at :Nia.rga.ret. J\II ust I tell you what I
said?
Q. Yes.
A. The first thing I said to John. Wood Smith-he never
opened his mouth to me when he· got out of the car. I told
him: ''You are a hell of a n1an. " J\iargaret spoke up and
said: ''If you have anything to say, say it to me.'' I did not
say anything back to her. I turned around to him and said :
''Besides, old man, you are loaded up to the gills with liquor.n
~iargaret spoke. up again and said: "I did not
have any.'' I don't know whether she had or not.
In the meantin1e Stew·art White walked up. I said: ''Stewart, you see that this is ~Iargaret. '' He said: ''Yes.'' I
said "You see the place where it is~" He said: "Yes." I
said: ''What tin1e is it 1'' l-Ie looked at his watch and said:
"Eleven thirty." I said: "Let's go to R.ichmond." He
turned around and went back to the car and stated the en-
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gine. I told him : ''Wait a minute, I am going in
the dance hall and speak to a cousin of mine in
· there-Madge Edenton-hefore I go. I called
her, she was dancing. She asked me what I was doing up
there. I said: ''I came up to see what was going on.'' She
had very little to say, so I told her good-bye and went on out,
and when I got out to the car, or going back to my car, I saw
some other girl sitting in the car with Margaret, but I did
not see any more of the young man. He was not out there
when I got back, so I got in the car and drove back to Richmond.
Q. Was Smith in the driver's seat¥
A. No, sir, he was sitting on the right hand side of. the
car and 'vhen :Niargaret sat up straight, she was kind of under the wheel.
Q. Did you see them hugging a.nd kissing¥
A. Well, I could not say whether they were or not; they
were evidently hugging, but I could not see their mouths to
see whether they 'vere kissing or not.
Q. So, ns I understand it, you came back to Richmond, is
that rightY
A. Yes.
Q. Did you see ~Irs. Gentry any more that night¥
A. No.
.
Q. Did you see her the next morning?
A. Eleven or twelve o'clock the next day, I did.
Q. Where¥
A. I went over to her mother's the next morning and told
her mother what I had done and what I had seen.
page 108 ~ Of course, Mrs. Sl1elton got very nervous about it
and seemed to go all to pieces; asked me where
Margaret was. I said : ''I don't know; when she left home
last night she did not expect to come home; she is either up
the country with a girl friend; or with a girl friend here in
Richmond: I imagine she is one of. the two places. ''Will you
take me to the country Y'' .She said. I sai¢1.: ''No, I cannot
go to the country now."
·•Q. I don't want you to testify hearsay evidence. Where did
you next see your wife, that morning, did you see her¥
A. Yes. ·
Q. Where?
A. At this girl's house.
Q. Where does this girl live f Wha.t girl was it f
A. Rosalie, I cannot remember her last name. She lives
in Scott's Addition, on the first street North of the Boulevard. I caunot name the street.
page 107
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Q. Did you go up there 7
.A. Yes, I took her mother up there.
Q. What did Mrs. Gentry say to you, if anything, when you
.saw herY
.A. I did not have anything to say.
Q. What did she say, did she make any statement to her
mother in your presence 7
.A. She told her mother that she was not going home.
Q. Did she tell her mother why she was not going homeY
A. No, sir.
Q. .After that, did Mrs. Gentry come to your house and get
her clothing?
page 109} .A. She came before that. While I was over
talking to her mother. I was not at home when
she got her clothes.
Q. .Any,va.y, she stated to her mother in your presence that
she was not going home 1
.A. Yes.
Q. From that time one, have you seen Mrs. Gentry except
when you have seen her in court Y
.A. Yes, she used to come to see the children one day a week
or twice. Of course, I saw her and that is all; she came on
in the house and would go upstairs. I was housekeeping up..:
stairs.
Q. Did you and your wife maintain separate housekeeping
apartment from your mother and father when you were-living together 7
.A. Why, yes, we lived upstairs for two or three months.
Q. Did you do your cooking upstairs Y
A. Yes.
Q. In other words, you lived separately and apart from
your mother and father?
.A. Yes.
· Q. Mr. Gentry, you are working for your father, are you
not?
. A. Yes.
Q. What is your salary?
A. When working steadily my salary is $27.00 per week.
Q. Are you working steadily now!
A. F'or the last week I have not.
Q. About what would you average a week in these times~
.A. Since Christmas, I should say roughly speakpage 110 ~ ing I averaged about $20.00 per week.
Q. Now these two children, Norris, Jr., and
June : If the court gives you the custody of them, where will
you put them?
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A. I will put them in my home with my mot4er and father.
CROSS EXAMINATION.

Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mr. Gentry, how old are youf
A. Twenty-five.
Q. How old is your wife f
A. Twenty.
Q. You are five years older than she is f
A~ Yes.
Q. When were you married, what year Y
A. 1925.
Q. So she was about fifteen years of age when you married
her, is that right?
A .. Yes.
Q. Where were you married f
A. In W ashing'ton.
Q. Did you marry her with her parents' consent, or without itf
A. Without it.
Q. As a matter of fact, you ran away up to Washington,
didn't you?
A. Yes ; eloped.
Q. Did your father go with yon f
A. Yes.
Q. How did you get the marriage license in Washington if
she was only fifteen f
page 111 ~ A. I said she was eighteen.
Q. When 1virs. Shelton found out about this,
she was very indignant, was she notf
A. She was rather upset about it, yes.
Q. vVere any warrants sworn out for you in Washington
for pe~jury or anything of that kind Y
•
A. Yes.
Q. What finally became of those warrants?
Counsel for 1\irs. Gentry objects to the foregoing line of
examination as being immaterial..
·
' Q. What became of those warrants-what did you do about
them?
A. Mrs. Sl1elton sent a note down when they had me over
at police court and released me.
Q. In other words, you were released at the request of
Mrs. Shelton, is that right Y
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A. Yes.
Q. In regard to these 1-ett.~rs~ you say that you found that
Mrs. Gentry had, you say they had no name signed to them 1
A. No, sir, no name signed to the bottom of the letters, just
n few eurlimacues, with lots of love·
Q. You had never seen a letter from John Smith before,
had youf
A. No, sir.
Q. When were these letters written, just about wheu·?
A. It was in September.
Q. What year 1
A. Last year, 19301
page 112} Q. How long did you have thos9 letters aftnr
vou found them?
A. I shouid say about two or three days, I guess it wa~, heeause I did not show them to anybody for a few day~, did not
even mention thern to anybody except 1\tiargaret, to whont I
showed them fiv-e or ten minutes after I read thern.
Q. You lived '''ith her until about the latter part of J annHry, 1931, did you not 1
A. Yes.
<.~. Sorne 1nonths after you found these letters~
A. No, sir, not some months after I found these letters, let
u;o:; gnt that straight.
Q. You said you found these letters in September l
A. No, I must have misunderstood you; I found the letters
between a week and two weeks before I took that trip to the
country.
Q. You m-ean in J auuary 1
A. Yes.
Q. You lived with her then several weeks after you found
the letters ·f
A. A little less than two weeks.
Q. You spoke of your being in the car with 1vlr. Smith and
your wife on one occasion, 'vhen was that1
A. That is when we went to the country last summer, I cannot tell you the date it was but we went up on Friday night
to stay until Sunday. This was Sunday afternoon we went
-don't know ·the nan1e of the plac~, some swimming hole
where the boys and girls go swimming, and we
page 113 ~ went to go swinuning; she sat on the- front seat
with him. I did not object to it then; he seemed
to be very nice the first time I noticed' anything, and she paid
right much attention to him then, and I ren1ember I sat with
1ny cousin, 1\fadge.
Q. Was it your carY
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A. No, sir, it was John Wood Smith's.
ood SmithY
· A. I cannot tell yon exactly ; I suppose met him up there
because after this time she went up and stayed one week by
herself.
Q.. Yon don't know what she did while up there by herself?_
A. No, I do not k;now anything about it.
Q. Nothing was objectionable to you on the occasion vrhen
all four of you were sitting in the same carf
A. No, it was Sunday afternoon.
Q. Now, when she werit on this trip for one week, do you
know whether or not she wenf on a vacation T
A. I don't know whether you call it a vacation or not, Mr.
Ambler.
Q. Do you know whether or not she paid her board up
thereY
A. No, I think she went-I have no idea she paid her board.
I don't think they would make her pay l1er board.
Q. Do you know where .she went Y
A. To Madge Edenton's.
Q. Do you know whether or not she mailed her $5.00 after
she returned home?
A. I hearcl her say something about it. I would not say. I
did not see her mail it; she was talking about
page 114 ~ these folks being in such a hard place up there and
did not know whether it would make them feel
bad; she hated to go and stay a week during the drought, because the people were hard up.
Q. Yon had no objection to her visiting your cousin :Margaret?
A. No.
Q.. You would have no objection to her visiting them now,
would you?
A. I could not say I would like to have her go up there now.
Q. Mr. Gentry, have you and your wife lived happily together until about January of this ·present year?
A. We had our ups and downs like all married couplesdisagreed.
Q. You had no serious troubles of any kind!
A. No, just disagreed. I think one ~f the greates~ troubles
was that my desire for r-ecreation was different than Margaret's. Her idea and mine was quite different and this is
what caused much of the upstir.
.Q. When she went to Pineneedle ~s· Camp or dance hall, the
' latter part of January, 1931, you say she told you where she·
was goingf
: Q. Where did she meet ,John
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A. Yes, after questioning her several times about it, she
did not tell the first time. S11e did n.ot seem to want to tell .

me.

Q. She told you f
A. Yes.
Q. 1~ ou went out to see who was in the car?
A. Yes, I went out before she did when t~ey blew the horn
to see who she was going with.
Q. They asked you to go with them?
page 115 } A. After }\l!arga.r-et got in the car and the engine was running, Atkins, who was driving the
car-! was in overalls, working around the yard-he said
''Better come and go with us tonight''. I don't know if he
knew I was there by myself with two little children, I would
uot have g·one if I could, I did not care to go.
Q. You don't like to dance Y
A. I like it sometimes-but I am not crazy about it, but I
:lid not want to go up there that night. I did not want Margaret to go.
Q. You had Stewart "Thite go along for the purpose of testifying in this ease, in case you found out anything wrong
going on, didn't you?
A. Well, in a wa.y, yes.
.
Q. Have you any idea about what time you arrived at the
dance ballY
A. ·w.en, I think it was between ten and ten-thirty; we left
home about a quarter to nine; we had some trouble with our
car and stopped at a garage, which delayed us-it generally
tak-es about forty minutes to drive up there, forty to fortyfive minutes.
Q. In what county is this danee hall?
A. I don't know, in Carlone or Spottsylvania. ·Caroline, I
think.
Q. How long did you stay out in the car before· you got up
to go and look in the window of the dance hall?
A. I should say about-I did not time it, of course, I reckon
it was about a quarter or twenty minutes, something like that.
Q. Had Mr~ White at any time come· and.look
pag·e 116} in the window!
A. No.
Q. Did he remain in the car the entire time?
. A. Well, he stepped outside of the car for,..--for no reason
connected with this ease.
Q. You say Mr. White beckoned you to come back to the
CRTY

.

A. I was coming back from around the other side of the
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dance hall, and as I got near the car, thirty feet, or something like that, betwee-n the trees, he was doing like this, sit. ting there beckoning. I just 'valked around and got in the
car and took my seat to the left.
Q. Exactly where was your car parked with reference to
the front door of the dance ballY
A. Well, the dance hall faces the highway, faces East, we
well as I recall. On the left side of the highway going North.
Q. How far is it situated from the hig·hwayY
A. I should say it sits about between sixty a.nd eighty feet
from the highway.
Q.. How far was your car from the front door of the ·dance
halll
A~ Well, the door is about midway of the house, but the
front corner of the house to my car was about, possibly
around sixty feet;· I am judging by the road.
Q. Th~s man's car was sixty feet from the door-sixty feet
from the entrance of the dance hall~
·
A. Sixty feet from the corner of the dance hall; ten or fif~
teen feet difference in the whole thing.
Q. I don't understand.
page 117 ~ A. ~fy car was around sixty feet, I should say,
from the front corner of the dance hall and the door
is about midway of the dance hall.
Q. Was your automobile North of the dance hall f
A. Yes.
Q. How far were you from the Northern corner of the dance
hall¥
A. Well, I was about sixty ·feet from the Northeast corner
of it.
Q. Which 'vould also ·make it sixty feet from the door!
A. I should say the door was ten to :fifteen feet further.
Q. About seventy to seventy-five feet from your car to the
door!
A. Yes.
Q. Where was the Smith car parked f
A. He was parked right in front of me. I was facing the
highway just like the dance hall, as I said, about sixty feet
from the Northeast corner and his car was up in front of mine
a little bit, facing on an angle to me about forty degrees
angle .
. Q. Then his car 'vas closer to the dance hall than yours, if
that right?
A. A little bit, yes.
Q. How far would you say his car was from the dance hall,
~Mf
.
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A. I should say it would be-figuring on angles-his was
was the same distance from the dance hall this way, Northeast, as my car was, but my car was a little bit back this way,
facing Southwest.
Q. Mr. Smith's car was facing more towards the dance hall
than your car was~~
page 118 } A. Yes, if he had had his lights on, his lights
would have gone in the back yard of the dance
hall.
Q. Is there a light over the door of the dance hall Y
A. I could not tell you to save my life, I did not go in the
front of the place.
Q. It was pretty well lighted Y
A. On the porch it was, you could recognize anybody walking out on the porch, I should say ten or fifteen feet in front
of the porch.
Q. There were a great many cars parked there, were there
not?
A. Yes, both sides, cars all around.
Q. Were not couples sitting in other cars besides the Smith
car1
A. A few, walking around, I saw two or thr-ee couples talkjng in cars, happened to notice them, when weeding my way
through the cars.
Q. What kind of a. car was the Smith car 7
A. A Ford coupe.
Q. Did you have your bright lights on the Ford coupe f
A. I cannot say whether bright or dim.
Q. You were there for the purpose of looking, were you'
notf
A. Yes, I was looking to see what I could see; I had not seen
~largaret and wanted to see if she was there.
Q. You did have bright lights on?
A. Whatever they were, they were bright enough to see
Mr. Smith's car.
Q. On an angle with his car f
A. Yes.
page 119 } Q. And had been for some time, had they not?
A. Yes.
Q. As a matter of fact, the lights were on that car when
:.Mr. Smith and your wife came out of the dance hall and got
jn the car?
A. Yes, unless lVIr. White turned them while I was away.
Q. So, when Mr. Smith and your wife came out of the dance
hall and got into the car it was thoroughly illuminated?
A. Yon might call it thoroughly illuminated.
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Q. Mr. Smith was between you and you wife in the car,
was he not?
A. You see I was looking in the car at 45° angle. He was
sitting· on the right hand side of the car, ·but turned around
with his back to us, you know I could not see down in the
car with the windshield as though sitting· on the edge or side,
and all I could see was his neck and the back of his head.
Q. He was sitting in the carY
·
A. I don't know; I suppose sitting, but I could not say, I
could not see through the windshield.
Q. He could not have been standing up in the carY
A. No.
Q. And if lying· down you could not have seen him?
A. If lying flat on the seat I could not.
Q. It was your opinion he was sitting up in the seat and
you could see your wife but for the fact that his back was between you and your wife?
A. I could not see ·whether anybody was behind the steering wheel or not; I could not see anybody behind
page 120 r the steering wheel.
Q. You did not see them kiss?
A. No, sir, I could not see them kiss.
Q. You could not even see them hugging then Y
A. WellQ. You are just guessing at that, if they hugged and kissed,
isn't that true?
· A. Here is the way I looked at it. She 'vas out in that car
with Mr. Smith. I said I was not going up until I saw her;
when she raised up, she raised up as if she was raising up
from his arms because she raised up from the back of his seat
and him, of course I could show you.
Q. But you did not see his arm around he,rf
A. No, I could only see the back of his head, that is all I
could see.
Q. You do not accuse her of an immoral act on this occasion, do you 1
A. No.
Q. In fact, you do not accu,se her of any immorality on any
occasion 1
A. No, sir.
Q. "\Vhen you went up to the car, I believe, you said that
l\{r. Sn1ith got out of the car and you spoke to him and said:
''You are a. hell of a. man.''
A. Not just as he got out. He stood on the ground; he was
kind of dumbfounded looking; I looked at him and looked at
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her and made the remark and he never answered.
Q.. Did you ask yo'u, wife to go back with yon Y
A. No.
Q. Did you tell her not to go to the· dance that night?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you tell her in the presence of any of these people
who took her?
A. No.
Q. How large a. man is :1\tir. Smith?
A. I should say John Wood Smith is about-! reckon, my
size.
Q. Is he larger or smaller than you?
A. I will say he weighs ten pounds more than I do.
Q. You were not afraid of him, were you, Mr~ Gentry 7
A. I had no reason to be afraid of him.
Q. Why did not you order him away from your wife, if. you
objected?
A. When he saw me, he walked away; she was still in the
car.
Q.. Have you ever told him not to go with your wife?
A. No, sir, I have never seen him from that day to this.
Q. Had you ever told him that before t
A. No, sir.
Q. In other words, your relations with 1\IIr. Smith have been
friendly so far, as he knows?
A. We were not close friends-I knew him. I have been
visiting up there ever since I was knee high to a duck, so to
speak-I do a lot of hunting up there, he works in the main
Partlow store. I don't think he has ever been out
page 122 ~ hunting 'vith me-most of the· other fellows have.
I speak to him, never correspond.
Q. Did you feel that your wife had done such a thing as
would justify you not taking her home with you?
A. Yes, :1\fr. Ambler, because ~fargaret seemed to ·be determined and Margaret can tell you herself that on the night
after I received that letter and read it, I think Margaret will
tell you I did not say a cross word to her about it; that night
I called her to my bed room, laid across the bed and talked
to her. In that conversation 1\fargaret told me that she had
lost her love for me; I asked her did she ever think she would
love me any more. She said "I don't think I will ever~!
don't think our love will ever be able to be rekindled''.
Q. Did she tell you why she had lost her love for you Y
A. No.
Q. Did you ask her?

page 121 ~
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A. No,. sir, I don't think I .asked her. She promised not
to write him any more.
Q. She did not write him any more so far as you know?
A. I also told her I was going up and talk to Mr. Smith,
she told me not to go because if I went up there, I might get
mad and do something I had no business doing, of if his
father and mother found out, he would be liable to lose his
job.
Q. She did not write to 11:r. Smith any more after she promised you, so far as you know Y
A. So far as I know, no.
Q. You did not g·o up to see Mr. SmithY
A. No.
page 123 ~ A. No, sir.
Q. Have not you told other people that she was
guilty of adultery?
·
A. No, sir, nobody has heard me say that, Mr. Ambler.
Q. When you went up to Rosalie's house in Scott's addition and saw your wife, did you ask her to return and live with
you?
·
A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever asked her to return and live with you t
A. No.
Q. Do you want her to return to you Y
A. No.
Q. In fact, you love for her is dead now, isn't itY
. A. After that night, coming back, I told 11:r. White-"!
loved Marg·~et just as much as I ever did, even after I found
out about that letter, but it looks like tonight has knocked the
props out from under me.''
Q. You would not be willing to take her back now Y
A. No, sir.
Q. Has Mrs. Margaret Gentry ever offered to return herself Y Has she not offered to return to you and.live with you
as man and wife on several occasions t
A. No, sir, not on several occasions.
Q. How many times?
A. She did not call my name in that letter, Mr. Ambler•
. She said in the letter: ''I want to come home to my hvo children where I belong." Nothing was said about coming home
to me.
Q. It was written to you?
page 124 ~ A. It was addressed to me.
Q. Did not ~Ir. Goddin get you in his office with
your wife and try to reconcile you Y
A. Yes, and at my house, too.
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Q. But you would not go back with her, isn't that true 1
A. Yes, !'Ir. Goddin -even asked me-he came to my house
lJefore we met in his office, and I said: ''John, here is a
statement.'' He had a 'phone, but he said: ''I will go over
and tell }.fargaret tp come over ·here and tell her so and so.''
I seemed as if John wanted to go and tell Margaret what to
sav.
Q.. Don't you think John tried to help you both in trying to
reconcile you 1
A. Yes, John said: "Norris, I think you acted very white,''
but since then John has tried to get us back together, he has
mentioned it several times.
Q. To make a long matter short, the sum and substance is
that Mrs. Gentry wanted and was willing to return to you, is
now and you have been unwilling to have her return. That is
true, is it not f
A. Yes.
·

(Stipulation, it is understood and agreed between counsel
that ~Ir. :Nioss will have the right to ask some more question
as though it w-ere on direction. examination, and give Mr. Ambler the privilege of cross examining at some· later date.)
Q. On the morning that you went over to see ~:Irs. Sbelton,
did you not also see Mr. Flippin and tell him to let ~fargaret,
your wife, stay there at your own expense?
page 125 ~ A. ~Ir. ~.,lippin was not there when I first got
there, when I brought ~Iargaret and her mother
in there J\Ir. Flippin was not there, they were at church then.
Q. Did you tell TYir. Flippin to l-et J\fargaret stay in his
house at your expense?
A. No, sir, but I will tell you what I did tell him. Vlhen
~Iargaret left that night, so far as I knew she was without a
cent of money; we would take out a certain amount of my
salary each week for spending money, she would take out a
certain amount and I take out the same; it would be very
close, of course and that morning when I went over, as I
said, I think she went away without a. cent of money, and I
had three dollars and a few cents and I asked J\fr. Flippin to
give that to J\fargaret. You kniw I did not have to do that.
A. No, I did not tell him anything about keeping her there?
Q. Did you make any provision for her support whatever
after that?
A. No, sir.
Q. As a matter of fact, you did not contribute anything to
her support until the latter part of ~larch when you were
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summoned before Judge Gunn, and he entered an order of
temporary alimony ag·ainst you Y
A. That is rig·ht.
Q. Since that time I understand you have compage 126 ~ plied with the order?
A. Yes, I have done what he said.
Q. How old is your yown,gest child?
A. Four.
Q. Is it a. boy or girl f
A. A boy.
Q. How old is your youngest child 1
A. June, a girl, aged two. Both almost a year older, one
almost five, the other almost three.
Q. You know your wif-e's people right well, don't you, 1\rir.
Gentry~

A. Yes.
Q. They are good people, are they not T
A. So far as I know.
Q. Is Mrs. Dhelton's home a goo, Christian home as well
as you know, is it not?
A. Well, where she lives, I reckon it is Mr. Flippin's home.
Q. That is where your wife is living, is it not 1
A. Yes, at Mr. Flippin's.
.
Q. There is no reason why your children would not be well
taken care of there, is there?
A. I don't know, of course, I have reason to think-but I
would not say it. I have reason to believe that they would
not be the best home for them for some thing I have had told
ine, not that they are mean people or anything like that, I
don't mean that-but there are some things that were told
me.
Q. You don't know anything of your own kno,vledge about
that home that would be detrimental to the interests of your
children f
pag·e 127 ~ A. No, not other than what I have said, I have
reason to believe that it is true.
Q. You never have cared very much for Mrs. Shelton since
she swore out a warrant against you, have you Y
A. When we got married, you meanT
Q. 'l'he perjury warrant f
A. Yes, of course, I did not like her for that reason right
off the bat, but Mrs. Shelton said what she thought of me,
but I reckon that afterwards I took to Mrs. Shelton ·more.
than anybody else there because she seems to be a woman
interested in out doors and the work out of doors that I like ..
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Q. Why did not you ask ~rmission of this girl's parents
before you took her to Washington and got married Y
A. vVe talked this over, and she said if you ask mother it
will all be off. l\1:argaret knowls I said: "Let's ask your
mother.''
Q. She was a child fifteen years '()ld and you were five years
older?
·
A. Yes.
Q. You took the responsibility-as a man-of taking her to
Washington and got married?
·
A. She went of her own free will and accord.
Q.. I know, but as a man, you took her there for that purposeY
A. That is what we went for-to get married.
And further this witness sayeth not.
Plaintiff rests.
page 128 }

The further taking of depositions in this case is
adjourned to August 27th, 1931, a.t three o'clook

P. 1\f.
Defendant's depositions are in the following words and figures.
(Depositions of Defendants are in the following words and
figures, begin at page 115.)
page 129

r

Pursuant to adjournment the taking of these
depositions was resumed this 27th day of August, 1931, at three o'clock P. M.
Present: Mr. John W. Fussell of Counsel for Complainant; Gordon B. Ambler and John C. Goddin;, for Defendant.
Plaintiff present in person.
EVA CABELL SHELTON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
said as follows:

DIRE·CT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Please state your name and residence Y
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A. Eva Cabell Shelton, 205 W. 46th St., Richmond, Virginia.
· Q. I believe you are the mother of Mrs. Margaret Gentry, are you not Y
·A. Yes.
Q. Where is Mrs. l\{argaret Gentry liv:ing at the present
time¥
A. At the same address I have just giv:en you, 205 W. 46th
Street.
Q. Is she the wife of Norris Gentry¥
A. Yes.
. Q. Mrs. Shelton, how old was your daughter when she married Norris GentryY
A. She was fifteen.
Q. How old is she now Y
A. It has been six years-she was 21 this July.
Q.. How she any children Y
A. Two.
page 130 ~ Q. Do you recall the circumstances leading up
to her marriage Y
A. Well, the thing that I remember most, I was employed
at the Duplex Envelope Company, and I received a telephone
message from some person (I have never know who it wassome lady who said: '' l\iargaret is married.'' Of course, it
gave me such a shock that the next thing I remember somebody was administering some drug to me and taking me
home. Then as soon as I could, I caught the train for Washington.
Q. Was your daughter married with your consent?
A. I absolutely knew nothing about it.
Q. Did you kno'v that she was contemplating marriage with
·
Norris Gentry at the timef
A. No, sir.
Q. Then I understand you to say you never gave your consent to her marriage to Norris Gentry T
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know Mr. Russell Gentry, your daughter's husband's father?
A. I have met Mr. Russell Gentry, yes.
Q. Do you know whether or not you had met him before or
after your daughter was married Y
.
A:· I met him after my daughter was married.
Q. Had you ever seen him before your daughter was married?
A. Yes, I had seen him, of course at the time we lived in
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page 131 ~ know him personally.
Q. At any time prior to your daughter's marriage, did Mr. Russell Gentry come over to your house to see
your daughter Y
A. Yes, he came.
Q. State the circumstances of that visit.
A. I was at the Duplex Envelope Company and when Ireturned hom in the afternoon my sister, Mrs. Flippen, said to
me: ''Little .Sister (she always called me that) 1\tir. Gentry
came over here and asked for l\{argaret and I ans,vered the
door, and he said 'vhen I asked him to come in: ''No, I just
want to see her-I will wait for her outside!'' 1\t[argaret had
gone to the store and when she r·eturned, she came in the
side entrance and put the n1e-rchandise on the table in the
kitchen and went back out and got in his car and they both
went away." After asking 1\fargaret some questions about
it, I gained notherin satisfactorily, so we talked it all over
there, and I decided I would call Mr. Gentry because I was
not much pleased 'vith a married man calling and taking my
Jifteen-year-old daughter out-knowing nothing about him and
I ·might misjudge him. So when I called I said: ''This is
l\{rs. Shelton speaking.'' He said ''Yes, Mrs. Shelton.'' ·I
told him I did not know him at all, and I would like him to explain the matter of visiting ~Iargaret. Well, he "hummed
and hawed" (she imitated the way he cleared his throat sev:
eral times) and then he said: "Well, I just wanted to tell
:J\,1 iss Margaret why I could not let Norris talre. the car to take
her riding." I said: ~Ir. Gentry, if my Margaret is riding
around in your boy's car, I am much surprised to
page 132 ~ know it. I wish you had gotten in touch with me
and not with 1\tiarga.ret : she is too young to ride
around in automobiles with boys.'' He said: ''I thought
she would not understand why I never let Norris use the car."
I said: "I would not want her to go in an automobile with
any boy.''
1\fargaret had recently gotten a watch 'vhich she said Norris ·
had given her. That was very much of a shock to me. She
said he had just given it to her-so I thought 1\£r. Russell
Gentry might have wanted to ask 1\Iargaret about the watch
and possibly take it from her", but that was not the reason.
So. I told Mr. Gentry that I would appreciate it if he would
not do that again, as I did not think it was the proper thing
to do.
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Q. 1\{rs. Shelton, how long before your daughter's marriage was this episode Y
A. Four days prior to the wedding.
Q. When was it you talked to 1\tlr. Gentry, Sr., on the
'phone?
·
A. The same afternoon be called a.t my home.
Q. Did Mr. Gentry say anything to you whatever about ehc
ontemplated marriage of his son and your daughter?
A. No.
Q. Did he ever discuss it with you before this marriage Y
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know whether 1\ir. Gentry, Sr., went to Washington with his son and your daughter when they were married?
A. Yes.
page 133 ~ Q. When you found out tha.t your daughter had
been married, under such circumstances, what did
you do?
A. As soon as I received the message and was able to get
the next train to Washington, I did.
Q. When you go there did you make any investigation as
to what age Norris Gentry had given for your daughter in order to obtain a marriage license?
A. I went to the license bureau and saw that he had given
her age as twenty years-or twenty-one, I am not sure which,
but it was not her correct age-he could not have obtained a
license if he had done so.
Q. At that time your daughter was how old f
A. Fifteen.
Q. Did you take any action against Norris Gentry for misrepresenting the age of your daughter?
A. I did.
Q. What did you do?
A. I had a warrant sworn out· against him charging perjury.
Q. Did you press the charge?
A. No, sir, I did not press it. I ca11~ back' here and decided
it would not be anything to my credit to haye my son-in-law hi
prison, so I dismissed it.
Q.. Did you see your daughter and her husband in Washington while you were there?
A. No, sir.
Q. When yon got back to Richmond had they spent the
:night together Y
A. Yes.
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page 134 ~

.A. Yes.
Q. Was it before or after that you decided to
drop the charges Y
·A. After the night.

1\!r. Fussell: Counsel for Complainant moves that the evidence of ~Irs. Shelton relating to matters prior to the mar·
riage and just after the marriage and about the time of the
marriage be stricken out on the ground that it has no bearing on the pleadings in the case· or the divorce.
Mr. Ambler: Counsel for the Defendant contends that this
evidence is relevant and material to show the history and
background of this marriage and to throw light on the present
attitude of the parties. It is further admissible due to the
fact that the Plaintiff's own witnesses have heretofore testified in regard to this matter and the defendant has a right
to rebut or give her :version of what occurred.
Q. Where has your daughter lived with her husband during the period she has lived in Richmond Y
A. Do you mean-she has lived with her husband's parents?
Q. Mrs. Shelton, were you in town on January 31, 1931¥
A. Yes.
Q. Did you know anything about your daughter going up
to this Pine Needles Dance Hall¥
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you see your daughter at any time that
page 135 ~ night or following morning?
A. After the trip to the dance hall, yes.
Q. Wher·e was she when you saw her¥
A. At a friend's house. I cannot give you the addres~.
Q. You say you do not recall the name of the girl whose
home she was visiting that morning?
A. No.
Q. What morning was that?
A. On a S'unday morning.
Q. I presume that was the first of February then, is that
correct?
·A. Yes.
Q. What did you do that morning? Did you go, get her
and bring her back?
A. We went over and brought her home.
Q. How did you know where she was Y
A. Thou.gh her husband.
Q. Just tell in your own words when, where and under what
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circumstances you saw your daughter on Sunday morning,
February 1, 1931¥
A. Her husband came home and told me that Margaret was
over there at this girl's home, so we got in the ca.r and went
over and brought her hack to my home.
Q,. Did her husband tell you anything about what had. occurred?
A. Yes, he told me quite a few things that had occurred;
told me about her going to the dance and about being in the
automobile and quite a few things that happened at the dance
that he heartily disapproved of. I cannot quote it exactly
because I was so excited.
pag·e 136 ~ Q. Did he· sa.y anything about whether or not
he wanted his ,vife to return home?
A. No, sir, he did not s'a.y whether he wanted her to return or not, but after he got in the car he said: ''I am taking
her to your home.''
Q. What home!
A. 205 46th Street-my own home.
Q.. Did he take her there!
A. Yes.
Q. Did he leave her there 1
A. Yes.
Q. To your knowledge has he eYer requested her to leave
there and return to him since that time Y
A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Is your daughter still there¥
A. Yes.
·
Q. Did you know whether your daughter has been willing
to return to J.\.Ir. Gentry '·s since that time Y
A. Yes, I know she has tole me she was willing to return.
Q. Do you know whether she has told Mr. Gentry she is
willing to return to Mr. Gentry's since that timet
A. Yes, I know she has tole me she was willing to return.
Q. Do you know whether she has told Mr. Gentry she is willing to return Y
A. She left home stating she was going tohim; and ask her
to forgive her for anything she had done that she should not
have done. She called me on the 'phone and said: ''I have
done all I can.'' I did not go over to the home with her.
She called me at the house and said: "Mother, I
page 137 ~ have done all that I can do, and I am coming on
home.''
Q. Would he take her backf
A. She said he refused-she said she could not have a private talk with him like she wanted to have due to the fact that
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his. father and mother-I don't remember which-one of them
was present all of the time.
Q. Did you ever hear her talk to hom on the telephone 7
A. Yes, I heard her talk to him on the telephone.
Q. Was that after he had left her at your home?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall any of the conversation you heard-anything she said?
·
A. I heard her say on one occasion : ''I am willing to· do·
all I can and you know it.'' But that is all I can remember
her sa.ying-I did not listen.
Q. Do you know whether she· wrote him a letter asking him
to permit her to return?
A. Yes, I know she did that.
Q. Did you see the letter~
A. Yes.
Q. Did she ever get any favorable response to it?
A. Not to my knowledge, she did not.
Q. Do you know whether or not 1\'[r. John Goddin tried to
reconcile them?
A. Yes, I think he has done everything he could.
Q. Is your daughter attached to her children,
page 138 ~ or not~
A. I have n-ever seen a more devoted mother.
Q. In your opinion ha.s she been a good mother ot these
children 1
A. As far as I can see Margaret is a perfect mother.
Q. 1\'Irs. Shelton, knowing this young couple as you do, do
you feel they could make a success of their marriage if they·
were permitted to have a home separate and apart from all
in-laws on both sides 1
A. I have heard ~Iargaret say that was her only hinderance; that Norris was good and kind to her.
Q.. From your knowl-edge of them, ·do you feel that they
could make a success of their marriag·e if they were permitted to be by themselves?
A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Were you a.t home when Mr. Stewart Whit-e came over
to see your daughter after the separation 7
A. Yes, I was there then.
Q. Did you hear any of the conversation that took place
there?
A. I heard all of it.
Q. Will you tell just what conversation took place that has
any particular bearing on this case?
A. When Mr. White came over with the idea of a reconcilia-
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tion, due to the fact that there were two children involved, and
he talked lovely along those lines, and Margaret told him she
loved Norris and was willing to do all she could, but was not
willing to live with his people. He asked her to go back and
said: ''If you need me, call me, if Norris refuses
pag·e 139 ~ you when you go over to him and tell him you will
do this, if you need me take the receiver off the
telephone a·nd I will come and tell him just how I feel about

it.
Q. Did Mr. White make any statement in your presence
about what he saw out a.t Pine Needles Camp and if so, what
was that statement?
A. He said to me that he did not see anything that would
cause a divorce between his wife and himself pecause I asked
him that question. He also said : ''What is being done, I
don't think is being done by Norris at all-it is being done
by his parents."
Q. 1\frs. Shelton, I believe you are a widow, are you not Y
A. Yes.
Q. How long has your husband been dead f
A. Mr. Whelton has been dea.d nine years.
Q. Was he dead at the time your daughter was married Y
A. Yes.
Q. Then you were the only guardian of your daughter at
that time. Is not that correct Y
A. Yes.
Q. And nothing was said to you ·by any member of the Gentry family about the proposed marriage of your young daughter?
A. No, sir, I called ~frs. Gentry after I got the wire and
asked her did she know-she being a mother I thought she·
should have called me-and she said she knew it
page 140 ~ four days ago.
Mr. Fussell: No cross examination; but I make the same
objection to strike, etc.
And further this deponent sa.yeth not.
The further taking· of these depositions is adjourned to November 4th.
The further taking of depositions in this matter was resumed this 4th day of November, 1931, at three o'clock P.M.
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Present: Thomas 0. J\IIoss, Esq., for Plaintiff; Gordon B .
.Ambler, Esq., for Defendant.
Plaintiff and Defendant present in person.
~1:RS. ROSALIE COVINGTON,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposed and
said as follows, on behalf of Defendant:

DIRECT

EXA~fiNATION.

By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. ·Covington, where do you live?
A. 3308 Ellwood Avenue, Richmond, Va.
Q. Are you any relation to 1\{rs. Margaret Gentry!
A. No, sir.
Q. How long have you know Mrs. Margaret Gentry?
A. I guess I have know· her about one year.
Q. Do you recall having seen J\~Irs. Gentry and her husband,
Norris Gentry, during the month of J a.nuary, 1931, at which
time a trip out to the Pine Needles Camp was dis·
page 141} cussed~
A. Yes, I saw both o them.
Q. Where did you see them?
A. They were at my house during the month of January
one night together.
Q. Tell in your own words what was said.
A. Madg·e Edington, my cousin, who was staying with Margaret, was there, Ralph Gentry, Dick, Margaret and Norris
were· all at my house one night.
Q. Do you recall a·bout when that was, Mr. Covington?
A. No, I do not know exactly.
Q. Was it during the month of January?
A. It may have been in January, I would not say-to swear
to it, but I imagine it was about that time.
Q. State what conversation, if any, occurred there between
you and Mr. Gentry and J\~Irs. Gentry regarding going out to
Pine-Needles Camp, or dance hall Y
A. Nothing beea.use we did not know anything about the
danc·e at that time.
Q. Suppose you tell me now in your own words if you ever
told Mr. Gentry that you and his wife were going to the dance
on a certain night?
A. I took supper with Margaret and Norris one· night; it
was the Wednesday night before the Saturday night she went
to the dance and Margaret asked me something about goirig
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to the dance-asked me what about going, I said: "Yes, I
would like to go.'' Then I asked Norris if he would go and
he made some remark about it as to not caring to go, or
something of that kind.
page 142 ~ Q. Just when was that f
A. On Wednesday night before the dance which
was on Saturday. I don't. remember the date.
Q. When was that dance to ·be held there?
A. Pine Needles Camp up there at Ladysmith, Virginia, on
the Washington IIighway.
Q. Then you asked ~Ir. Gentry to go to this dance with you T
A. Yes, I asked him.
Q. Did he make any objection to his wife going!
A. He never said anything about it.
Q. Now, on the night of the· dance itself, did yon go by
~Ir. Gentry's hon1e in the car, or were you picked up laterf
A. I was picked up last.
Q. Who was driving the car in which you later rode f
A. Nate Atkinson, my third cousin's husband.
Q. Who .was in the car when they reached your home f
A. Margaret and ~Ir. and Mrs. Atkinson and Mr. and Mrs.
Burke.
Q. Did you all go the dance hall togehter?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you know about what time they reached there?
A. She left my house about 7 :30, I imagine we got there
about a quarter to eight or eight o'clock.··
Q.. How many of these people in the car were married f
A. There were two married couples and Margaret and myself; all of us were married, but the others had
page 143 ~ bus bands and we 'vere together.
.
Q. Did you see Norris Gentry out. at Pine
Needles, Gap, that night?.
A. I saw. him when he cam, in the door.
Q. .About what time was that Y
A. Well, I irnageine between ten and ten thirty o'clock.
Q. Was he alone Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did he speak to you Y
.A. Yes.
Q. What did he say?
A. He said : ''Hello, Rosalie.'' I said : ''Hello, Norris.''
Q. "\Vas that the extent of your conversation?
A. That was all.
Q. What did he then do 7
A. I don't know what he did.
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Q. Well, did he stay in the dance hall or go outside?
A. I went out of doors and I don't know what he did. I
went out on the porch and I. saw Margaret was out in the car
Rnd I went out and told her that Norris was in there.
Q. Had she s·een her husband at that time?
A. She said she had.
Q. What was her condition at the time you saw her?
A. She was in the car crying.
. Q. Did you know what had occurred to make her cry?
A. No, I was dancing and was not paying. any
.page 144 ~ attention to the outside.
Q. ·Did you have any conversation with her in
.the presence of Mr. Norris Gentry there that nightY
A. No.
Q. As a result of what happened there, did Mrs. Gentry go
hom with her husband or \Vith anyone else that night Y
A. She did not go home with him.
Q. With whom did she go homeY
A. She came to my house with John Wood Smith.
Q. ~Vere you in the car with herY
A. No.
.
Q. Whey did she come to your house 1
A. He tole herMr. Moss: We object to any hearsay testimony.

Q. Don't tell anything anybody said; don't tell anything
she may have told you out of his presence; the only thing I
was trying to get out was whether or not you asked her to
cOJne to your house to spend the night Y
A. Yes, she told n1e she could not go home when I w-ent out
to the car and told her Norris was there.
Q. Is this correct, l\:frs. Covington, '' :.M:argaret Gentry came
to my house after she saw her husband that night, and spent
the night at my invitation''?
A. Yes, after he refused to let her ~ome home-I did not
hear that.
1\fr. 1\foss: Well, let it go in.

page 145 ~

Q. What became of John Wood Smith f
A. He left my house. I don't know where he

went.
Q. How long did J\Irs. Gentry stay at your house?

A. Well, until after breakfast-! don't know, she left sometime in the morning, when her mother came and Norris drive ·
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up for her, I don't know the exact time-I imagine between
tw·elve and one o'clock; I was fixing lunch.
Q. So her husband, with her mother, came for her to your
house the following morning?
A. Yes, Sunday morning.
Q. After seeing Norris at the dance hall, I believe you
stated tha.t you went outside?
A. 1viy cousin and I went to the corner.
Q. Could you see 1\frs. Gentry from the dance hall door f
.A. I could see her from the porch; I could see the car sitting there, and I know it was them in the car; I recognized
them and recognized the car; there were lights burning in
several cars out there, and besides the lights from the windows, and doors when it was open threw the reflection ·of
light outside.
Q. Could you s·ee them plainly?
A. Yes, I could see Margaret a.nd John.
Q. I-I ow far were they from the dance hall door 1
A. It was not v:ery far-about as far as from here to the
elevator, I imagine, maybe a little further.
Q. The Court does not kno"r how far the elevator is.
A. I would say about twice as long as this room from the
porch.
Q. This room is about 15 feet long.
page 146 ~ A. I would say a.bout thirty feet from the porch
of the dance hall ; the porch is maybe as long as
this room.
Cl~OS'S EXA~IINATION.

By Mr. Moss:
Q. Mrs. Covington,. what time did I understand yon to say
you and your party reached Pine Needles CampY
·A. We left Richmond about twenty minutes after seven, so
it must have been around eight o'eloek.
Q. That yon got up there 7
A. Yes, because it was twenty after seven when the blew
their horn for me. I looked at my alarm clock.
Q. It must be at least 35 miles?
A. You can drive it in 20 or 25 minutes easily.
Q. 35 miles.
A. I don't think so. I never measured the distance, but it
is right up the highway and we went right straight on..
Q. Isn't it about 35 miles f
A. I don't know.
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Q. Well, anyway, you went promptly up there, directly
there?
A. Yes.
Q. You got there around eight o 'cloek Y
A. I should judge around ·eight; I had no watch and wa-s
paying no attention, but I imagine around eight o'clock.·
Q. How long had you been there when Norris Gentry came Y
A. Well, we had been there about two hours; I think he
got there about ten o'clock.
page 147 ~ Q. W·ere you dancing when he got there?
A. I was.
Q. 'Vhere was Mrs. Gentryf
A. She was not in the dance hall; I didn't know where she
was. I went to the door to see where she was and saw her in
the car.
Q. You knew she was there in the car 7
A. I knew she was not in the dance hall; I had been dancing
ever since I had been there.
.
Q. Did you see her leave the hall?
A. No. I danced the whole time until he got there, I had
not been outside.
Q. So you are not one who went outside and sat in the car?
.A.. I did not.
Q. You knew this Smith boy?
A. I have known him all my life.
Q.. You have known him all your life Y
A. Yes, I went to school with him when just a little kid.
Q. At Partlow1
A. Yes.
Q. Did you know he was there that night Y
A. Yes, he was in the dance hall dancing when we walked
in.
Q. He was already there?
_L\. Yes, he was there dancing when we walked in.
Q. He knew you were coming?
A. I don't know; he did not know I was coming because I .
did not know it myself until that day.
page 148 }- Q. You do know he was expecting you up there!
A. No, he did not tell me anything.
Q. I-Ie did not f
A. No, I had not seen him.
Q. You spoke to him when you went in, and had conversation with him 1
A. I just said: "Hell, John." I did not have any conversation with him. Did not talk to him.
Q. :hlrs. Gentry knew he was to be up there Y

104

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.

A. I don't know.
· Q. Did not she tell you soY

A. No, she did not tell me anything about it.
.
Q. When did they lea:v:e the dance hall together and go out
and sit in the carY
A. I don't know.
Q. How long had you been in there dancing before you ·
missed herY
A. I did not think anything about her until he came in the
room and when he came in, I looked around to see where she
was and did not see her.
Q. You look~d for her Y
A. I went to see if she was not dancing, went to the door
and I saw her in the car.
Q. So, as soon as you became aware of Norris' whereabouts, you immediately want' to warn herY·
.A. I wo11:dered ~vhey he came when we asked him to go and
he refused our invitation.
page 149 ~ Q. Your lnttspincions were aroused Y
A. No, I wanted to tell her I saw him.
Q. Whyf
A. No reason at all, except if I were there and my husband
came in, it would be more than likely somebody would mention the matter.
Q. In other words, if you were sitting out in the car with
John Wood Smith and your husband suddenly appeared on
the scene, you would be very much obliged if someone would
come out and warn you Y
A. No, indeed, he would not object. I have known John
Wood Smith all my life, and my husband would not have
thought anything about it.
Q. But you thought you had better tell your friend that her
husband was there Y
A. I did not think anything about it, but when I saw him,
I just wondered where she was .
. - Q. You -instantly began to search for herY
.
A. No, I did not search for her; we just walked to the door
~nd I. saig: ''There is Margaret in the car.''
·
Q. Who was "we"Y
·
A. My cousin.
Q. Who?
A. Mrs. Atkinson.
Q. But you did go and look for her as soon as you knew
Norris was there Y That is a fact Y
page 150 ~ A. Yes, I reckon so; I was not looking for her,
but I walked out on the porch.
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You stopped dancing Y
Yes.
.
With. whom wer-e you dancing at the time?
Robert Houston.
From up in Caroline County?
Yes.
You stopped dancing and began to look for Margaret

Gen~ryf

A. Yes.
Q. Now you say that 'vas around ten o'clock?

A. Somewhere; I imagine around ten.
Q. How long did Mr. Gentry stay there 1 ·
A. I don't know. I saw him when he left, but don't know
wli-en he left because I sat out in the car with her until he
drove off.
Q. Don't you remember what time he left there!
A. No.
Q. When did you leave f
A. After it was over, around twelve o'clock.
. Q. Whom did you say drove the car up there?
A. },fy cousin's husband, Nat-e Atkinson.
Q. Did you not leave there about midnight 7
A. Yes.
Q. So when you went out to tell Mrs. Gentry that Norris
was there, I understood you to say that Mrs. Gentry then informed you that she had already seen Norris Y
page 151 ~ A. Yes.
Q. I understood you to say on direct examination that you went to the porch and could see the car and that
you say Mrs. Gentry and that you knew they were· in the automobile?
A. Yes, I could see them in the car.
Q. Could you see John Wood SmithY
A. I would not swear to that but I know I saw Margaret,
and I knew he was in the car but did not pay any attention;
I walked out to the ear, so I says I am sure he was there, but.
I don't remember whether I saw him before.
Q. Do you know whether he had been drinking or not Y
A. He may have had something to drink ; I did not see him
drink; he never gave me any. I know that.
Q. What time did he get homeY
·
A. I don't know exactly. We went right on home in a little
while.
Q. You got home in about a half hour?
A. No, one-thirty.
Q. You left a.t mid-night 1
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A. No, we stopped two or three times ; you see I was with
married couples, nobody else in the car but me and two married couples my cousin, and her husband, and h~r girl friend
and her husband. We stopped up there and got a coco-cola at
the Royer Filling Station, I believe it was.
Q. ~rhat was the first stop you made?
·A. I don't know.
Q. You know whether you stopped more thau
page 152 ~ once, don't you~
·
A. It has been nearly a year ag·o. I cannot remember whether once or more; we may not have reached there
exactly at one o'clock.
.· Q. You said one-thirty before.
A. I say it might have been one or one-thirty.
Q. You do recall stopping at one place 1
A. vVe stopped one place, and got a coca-eola at Royer's.
Q. Where is that? Near \Vestbrooki
A. Near Westbrook, yes.
Q. You do recall stopping there 1
A. Yes, I think that is the place we stopped. We stopped
somewher~ got some drinks and coca-eola ..
Q.. .And then came on homeY
A. Yes.
Q. "\Vhen you got home, who was there Y
A. Nobody but my husband and the children.
Q. Did yon go inrmediately to ·bed?
A. No, we sa.t around about a half hour.
Q. Who is "we"Y
A. Margaret, John and I.
Q. Your husband¥
A. No, my husband was in bed asleep.
Q. Who did you mean by "we", John1
A ..He brought Margaret to my house.
Q. Do you mean John Wood SmithY
A. Yes.
Q. You all sat around and talked about a half hourf
A. Yes.
pag·e 153 ~ Q. What time would you say it was that :Mr.
Smith left your house?
.A. Well, if we got there at 1 :30 he must have left there
around 2 :00. I don't remember the exact time.
Q. But I understood you to say, l\1:rs. Covington- .A. I said we got home around 1:30, I did not have a watch.
and did not pay attention to the time.
Q. Did I not understand you to say on direct examination
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that Margaret Gentry and John Wood Smith came after you
didf .
A. They did, they drove up right after we did..
Q. How long afterwards Y
A. Just a few minutes; I had no more than gotten out of
the car; Margaret and I went in the house together; they
drove right in sight of us.
~ Did not you say after you got home John Wood Smith
and Margaret Gentry eame in 7
A. Yes, just as soon as we got there.
Q. You now say as soon as·
A. I said wh.en we got here.
Q. When did they leav:e the Pine Needles Club?
A. I don't know-soon after we did, I reckon. We got in
the car and left and they came right in behind us.
Q. Did you see them?
A. No, but they drove right up behind us~ could not possibly have lost any time.
Q. Where?
A. To my house.
})age 154 ~ Q. You said you stopped certainly at Royer's .
and perhaps other places.
A. No, we did not stop any place except Royer's, I don't
think.
.
Q. Yet it took you an hour and .a half to return from a trip
that only took thirty minutes, anq you stopped only one place.
Do I understand you to say thatt
A. Yes, it was around one-thirty, ·between one and onethirty, I think, when we got home.
Q. Was there any reason why Mrs. Gentry could not have
gone back with you in Mr. Atkinson's car?
A. None at all.
Q. You had room in there, did you not 7
A. Sure.
Q. Yet she elected to eome back with this boy, Smith 7
A. I did not have anything to do with it.
Q. But she did come baek with him 1
A. Yes.
RE-DIRECT EXA1YIINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
· Q. Mrs. Covington, do you know exactly at what time you
left the dance ha.ll Y
A. No, I do not. I will be frank, I don't know what time
because after it was over we stayed on the outside ·as people

r----
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do in the country, they don't leave directly after things like
,
they do in the city, Mr. Ambler.
. Q. Do you know for certain that it took you
page 155 } · only 35 minutes to go up there 1
A. No, I don't, but I knew it was 7 :20 when we
left Richmond; I did not pay any attention to the time whatsoever after that.
.
Q. I meant to ask you on direct examination when you saw
Mrs. Gentry in the car outside the dance hall. Were there
any other cars parked around there in which couples 'vere
sitting!
·
A. When I saw her in the carY
Q. Yes.·
A. Yes, there were cars all around there and people walking about the yard everywhere.
Q. Would you say it was a public place~
A. Certainly, right on the highway.
Q. Do you know how long Mrs. Gentry had been out in the
car with Mr. Smith t
A. I do not.
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. This was Saturday nightf
A. Yes.
Q. The dance stopped at midnight f
A. Yes, twelve o'clock.
And further this witness sayeth not.
MR. EVERETT L. FLIPPEN,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes and
says as follows :
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mr. Flippen, what is your occupationf
A. Bookkeeper a.t Duplex Envelope Company.
Q. Where do you live f
·
page 156 ~ A. 205 W. 46th St., Chesterfield County.
Q. '\Vhat relation are you, if any, to Mrs. Margaret Gentry Y
·
A. Her uncle.
Q. By blood or marriage f
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A. Marriage.
Q. Mr. Flippen, do you recall an occasion when l\Irs. Gentry had been out to the Pine Needles Camp in January this
present year, and had spent the night at Mrs. Covington's
home?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall that occasion?
, A. Yes.
Q. When did you first see her after that, after she spent
the night at l\tirs. Covington's t
A. It was the following afternoon that I saw her.
Q. 'Vhere did you see h~n· Y
A. At my house.
Q. State the circumstances surrounding her coming to your
home~

. A. '\Veil, Mr. Gentry and Margaret's mother brought Margaret to my home; I was at the dinner table at the time when
they came in and they 'vent upstairs. I got up from the dinner table and walked out into the front hall and at the front
steps I met Mr. Gentry coming down and he told me that l\1:argaret was up-stairs; that he had brought her to my house
and was going to leave her there in my care. She could not
go back to his home any more, and he pulled $3.00 out of his
pocket and told me to put it in Margaret's pocketpage 157 ~ book, sa.ying that ·was all the money that he had
then, but he knew 1Yiargaret did not have any, or
that he thought she did not have any money at all at that time,
and that he would give her some more later.
Q. That he would give her some more later~
A. Yes.
Q. Then l\Ir. Gentry brought his wife to your home in con1~
pany with her mother f
A. Yes.
Q. How long did 1\Irs. Gentry remain at your home~
A. She has been there ever since February 1st.
Q. What did Mr. Gentry tell you were the reasons for bringing hi~ wife to your home and leaving her there with you 1
A. Well; do you want me to go through the whole story·?
Q. Tell the reasons he gave then; don't give the whole history of the reasons, state briefly his reasons?
A. Well, he rode down in the car 'vith me, to get my brotherin-law and while going down to get my brother-in-law, they
had an accident, he told me he wanted to tell me something
and went ahead and started to tell me-said he would hit
the high spots and tell n1e that the reason was that 1\tiargaret.
had gone to a dance the night before and he had gone up
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there after her and could not find her. He· parked his car
right in front of another car...:......he: was with some boy that he
knew, and they had their bright lights turned on the car and
did not see Margaret anywhere inside the dance hall, and
when he came back the boy who was with him,.
page 158 ~ by the name of White, told him Margaret was
in this car. He said they watched her for quite
a; while; then he went up to the car, opened the door, and the
boy jumped out" and Margaret came up for air".
Q. He tole you that?
A. Yes, he called his friend, l'Ir. White, and asked himsaid ''You recognize Margaret in this car, don't you, Mr.
WhiteY" White said: ''Yes, that is Margaret." He said
to her: ''Don't you come home tonight.'' She said: ''All
right.'' He said: ''White, let us go.''
Q. He told you then that he had told her not to come home
that night¥
A. Yes.
Q. What did you understand him to mean when he said that
his wife came up for air? .
A. Well, it just left me under the impression that she had
committed some immoral act or something or another.
. Q. Has he ever told you that she had not committed an
immoral act Y
A. No.
Q. Then he has left you under the impression all the time
that he had caught her in the act of adulteryY
A. Yes.
Q. What has been Mrs. Gentry's conduct since
page 159 Fshe has been in your homeY
A. She has been a perfect lady so far as I know.
Q. Have you ever known her to be guilty of any immoral
actY
A. No, sir.
. Q. Do you consider her a proper and fit person to have the
·custody of her children 1
A. I certainly do.
Q. Is she or is she not a good mother to those children?
A. One of the best mothers I know of.
Q. Has Mr. Gentry ever been back there to ask his wife to
return to live with him.Y
A. Not to my knowning.
Q. They are still living apart, are they notY
A. Yes.
Q. Do yon know whether or not she has offered to return
tQ him?
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.A. She told me she had.
Q. Do you feel that Mrs. Gentry loves her husband 7
A. I see no reason why she· should not.
Q. That does not answer my question, have you any way of
judging whether or not she still has affection for her husband?
A. I think she has. I never heard her say anything to the
contrary.

CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
. Q. Mr. Flippen, I understood you to say that Mrs. Gentry
is your wife's niece. Is that correct Y
A. Yes.
Q. You have know Norris Gentry since his marpage 160 } riage?
0
A. Yes.
Q. He is a. good boy, isn't he f
A. A nice boy so far as I know. I don't know anything in
the world against him.
Q. He enjoyes a good reputation?
A. So far a.s I know.
Q. You say Norris left you under the impression that Mrs.
Gentry was guilty of adultery on that occasion. You don't believe she was, do you 1
A. No, sir, I. do not.
Q. You did not believe it at that time 7
A. No, sir, I did not.
·
Q. So then, if he left you under that impression, it had no
tffect whatsoever on you so far as your estimate of her was
concerned 7
·
A. No, sir.
Q. Now, you sa.y that she was at Mrs. Covington's house.
Do you know where Mrs. Covington lived in January of this
year?
A. No, sir, I do not.
And further this witness sayeth not.

MRS. MARGARET GENTRY,
.
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes and
· says as follows:
·
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DIRECT EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Ambler:
·
Q. You are Mrs~ Margaret Gentry, are you notf
A. Yes.
page 161 ~ Q. You are the wife of Norris Gentry f
A. Yes.
Q. When were· you marreid to Norris Gentry t
A. July 20, 1925.
Q. Where 'vere you married T
A. Washington.
Q. How old were you when you 'vere married, Mrs. Gentry r
A. Fifteen on the 4th of July.
· Q. Did your husband know your age T
A. Yes.
. . Q. Did you get the consent of either of your parents when
you were married f
"
A. I did not. I only had a ·mother-my father was dead.
Q. \Vhy did you not get their consent Y
A. I knew she would object.
Q. Did you run a'vay with Mr. Gentryf
A. Yes.
Q. Who obtained the marriage 'license in Washington ·r
A. Mr. Gentry accompanied us up to Washington.
Q. Which Mr. Gentry!
A. Both Mr. Gentries. Both Norris and his father went
into the license bureau. I don't InlOW who obtained the
license; I did not go in; I suppose Norris Gentry, himself,
had to get his own marriage license.
Q. Do you kno'v what age was give to you Y
A. I do not. I suppose the age was given that
page 162 ~ you had to be in order to get married in Washington. I also have that on record. I could look
at my marriage certificate and see what age was given. I
don't .really know.
· · Q. What became of Norris. Gentry's father after the cere~~y

.

A. He accompanied us to the boa.t. We went from Washington to Norfolk on the boat. Mr. Gentry went with us
as far· as our state-room and then he left.
Q. Where did you go on the boat Y
. A. Do you mean to what city f
Q. Yes.
A. To N oriolk.
Q. From there where did you go f
A. To Richmond. I usually have· a presentiment when some-
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thing is wrong, or that something is going to happen, before
it happens and I had that presentiment in Norfolk, so we
called up over long distance and learned the trouble they were
having in Richmond.
Q. What trouble are you speaking about 7
A. The warrant that Mother had sworn out .against Norris
at the time for perjury.
Q. Was that warrant ever prosecuted? vVhat happenea to
that warrant?
A. The charges were withdrawn.
Q. Have you and ~{r. Gentry been living in the City of
Richmond ever since that time?
A. Yes.
page 163 } Q. How many children have· you?
A. Two.
Q. ~Ir. Gentry is taking care of these children at the present
time under the order of the Court 1
A. Under the order of the court, yes, but not entirely.
Q. How old are you a.t the present time Y
A. 21 years. I passed my 21st birthday after Norris and I
separated, just this Jast July. You probably have twenty
on your records because I was twenty at the time this started
in! February.
Q. Do you .kno\\r a man by the name of John Wood Smith f
A. I do.
Q. How long have you kno,vn him f
A. About two years now.
Q. W11ere did. you meet him?
A. At the home of the Edington's in Spottsylvania. County,
Partlow.
Q. Was your husband present at the time you met him?
A. He was. vV e both met him at the same time, we were
going swimming.
Q. Mrs. Gentry, have you ever received any letters from
Mr. Smith?
.A. Yes.
Q. Were they love letters Y
.A. They were not. I never have received any love letters.
Q. Wl1at kind of letters were they?
A. Well, they were not love ·letters ; I guess they were the
other kind-just a friendly letter.
Q. Did you ever hide those letters? J page 164
A. I destroyed them.
.
.
Q. I mean by that, did you ever hide them from
your husband?

r
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A. No, I did not, but I always destroy my·mail; I do to this
day even from my mother.
Q. Did you ever answer any of those letters f
A. Yes.
Q. Did yon ever write him a love letter!

A. I did not.
Q. Have you ever been in love with him f
A: No, sir.
Q. Who started the correspondence Y Yon or Mr. Smith 1
A. I cannot remember. I don't remember, Mr. Ambler, to
tell the truth.
Q. Did your husband ever object to your receiving letters
from Mr. SmithY
A. Well, yes, he did.
Q. What did you do as a result of his objection Y
A. I stopped writing to him and he stopped writing t.o me.
I did not receive any more letters and I did not write any
more.
.
Q. 'Vb.en was the last letter you received· from him Y
A. It was shortly after Christmas, I think.
Q. Was it not before Chirstmasf
A. No, I think it wa.s after Christmas.
Q. Was that one of the letters which Mr. Gentry got possession off
A. It was the letter. I never got but one because there
were no
page 165 ~ Q. You say you did not receive any more ft·om
him after that t
A. No, sir.
Q. Nor write to himY
A. No, sir..
Q. Did Mr. Gentry live with you after knowledge that you
had received this letter from Mr. SmithY
·
A. Yes, he did.
Q. For how long a period Y
A. Well, from the time I received it until the night of the
dance, which was just about one month.
Q. Have you ever taken any automobile rides alone with
Mr. SmithY
A. No, sir.
Q. Some mention was made of a dance held up in Spottsylvania County-I am talking about Pine Needles Camp, at
which it was claimed that you rode home alone with Mr..
Smith after the dance. Is that true or not?
A.. It is not true. I left the dance with Mr. Smith and a.
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Mr. Fields Morris and Miss Madge Edington and myself in
J\tir. Smith's car, the four of us.
Q. Were you alone with him at any time 7
A. No more than dancing with .him and goint out in t:\le
fresh air there on the porch, and just ·around like that, you
know, and you would not call that alone because the crowq.
was there, but my husband knew all about that before ·this
happened because immediately upon my return, in faet, I
came home from that first visit to the country at Edington's
on the Spottsylvania Bus and Mr. White, my hnspage 166 ~ hand and I went out for some reason in 1\{r.
White's car, and I told him ev-erything I had done
in the country, all the good times I had had and did not think
anything of. the, and told him what I had done and that I had
gone to dances.
Q. Did you go the Pine Needles Dance Hall on. January
a1, 1931'
A. Yes.
Q. ·With whom did you goY
A. Mr. and Mrs. Edington, Mr. and Mrs. Burke and Mrs.
'
Covington and I.
Q. Did your husband know that you were going to the
dance7
A. Yes, he did; he gave me permission to go the Saturday
before and told me he would give me bus fare to go on the
bus alone. I said: ''Somebody will have to bring me home.''
I raised an objection to coming home alone late. I wanted to
go and he did not want to go. He said: ''You can go on
the bus all right and I will give you bus fare.'' I said: ''I
can't-it will be late." He said:. ''You can get someone
to bring you home.''
Q. Did he object to your going out there 1
A. That was the only thing, because I mentioned it; I went
the Saturday before and he did not object either time.
Q. When you went to the dance hall, did you kno'v Mr.
Smith was going to be there?
A. No, sir, because I had not been corresponding with him.
Q. Ho'v long l1ad you been out in the car when your husband walked up to the cart
page 167 } A. Well, not more than about :five or ten min,
utes, I should not think, just a very short while.
Q. Were there any other cars parked around there in which
_
·
couples were seated t
A. There were any number of couples around_ there; they
\Vere just as thick as bees.
Q. Was the place dark or light Y
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. A. Very light; in fact, the car in which I was seated was
only about two feet off the highway because you know there
were so many cars he could not get parking spaoo; he just
drove right. there and stopped right off the road.
Q. Was the headlight of any cars shining on the car in
which you sa.t T
A .. Yes, when we got in the car I made the remark about
thebrightlights being on our car. He said: "We don't mind
that.'' We got in and sat ther-e and did not pay any attention
to it after that.
Q. If your did not tell your husband that you were going
to Pine Needles Camp to the dance, how could he have known
where you were Y
A. He could not have known.
Q. Did anything improper happen between you and Mr..
Smith wh.ile sitting in this car at Pine. Needles CampY
A. No, sir. There did not.
Q. "When your husband came up to the car, what did he
say to you¥
A. Well, would you like for me to give my own
page 168 ~ description of it Y
Q. Your recollection of what he said?
A. Well, we did not kno'v who was in the car that had the
headlights turned on us I mean, in other wordrs, we saw the
headlights, but we did not know whose car it 'vas, or who was
in it, and Mr. Smith started to get out of the car and just
as he stepped on the ground- my husband walked up, and
he said: "Well, I have caught you this time," and I did not
say anything, and he turned to Mr. Smith and said: ''You've
got a hell of a nerve,'' and Mr. Smith did not answer him,
and he says: ''Don't tell me I cannot smell whiskey." He
turned to me and said that, then I said: ''You cannot smell
any on m-e.'' l-Ie said : ''Young lady, don't you come home
tonight.'' I did not answer him. Then he said something
else to Mr. Smith, anyway he turned to me again and said:
''You heard what I said, don't come home tonight." I said:
"Don't worry, I won't." In the meanwhile, 1\{r. White had
come up to the car, and Norris said: "Skinny, you see this
is Margaret?" J\IIr. White said: "Yes, I see it is Margaret.
Come on Norris, let's go, and then they went on." He asked
Mr. White what time it was. He said: '' 11 :00. '' He did not
ask me where I was going.
Q. Did he accuse you of any immorality or not f
A. Do you mean on that night 1
Q. Yes, on that night?
A. No, not on that night. He· has not accused me.
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Q. The conversation 'vhich you have related was about what
occurred. Is that wha.t you mean 7
A. Yes, he did not give· me any reason for his
page 169 ~ attitude, except that he just simply stated that he
did not 'vant me to return; home.
Q. With whom did you return to Richmond that night Y
A. With ~Ir. Smith.
Q. Why did you come back with Mr. Smith?
A. Mr. Ambler, I don't know why. I was all to pieces and
it did not make any difference to me who I came back with~
Q. "\\"'here did you spend the night Y
A. With l\1:rs. Covington.
Q. Where did you go the next day?
A. To my uncle's.
Q. l\1:r. Flippen's?
A. Yes.
Q. Who took you there?
A. Well, some time around lunch time, before twelve
o'clock, I thin1c, we were sitting there in the living room a.nd
the door bell rang and it was Norris, and Rosalie opened the
door, he said: "That is all right," he pushed by and said·:
''I '\vant to see if she is here.'' H-e went out to the car and
brought my mother back. She said: ''Come on Margaret.
I want to take you home.'' So I went and got in the car and
Norris said: "I am taking you to ~Ir. Flippen's. I have not
got any idea of letting you come back home to my house. I am
leaving you at Mr. Flippen!'s at my expense.''
Q. Did he take you to Mr. Flippen's?
A. lie took me directly to Mr. Flippens.
page 170 ~ Q. Did you hear his conversation with Mr. Flippen?
A. No, I did not.
Q. Have you be~n living there ever since!
A. Yes.
Q. Have you ever made any effort to become reconciled to
your husband Y
A. I have-more than once.
Q. What was the first effort you made?
A. On Monday morning after the e·pisode on Saturday
night, I 'vent over there alone a.nd tried to talk to Norris, but
it seems that in the. meantime he had gotten in touch with
his ·1a wyer and he would not see me. He treated me as though
I was a snake or something that was going to devour him.
I wanted to see him to talk to him-to try to explain things
if I could, and in the presence of his father, said: ''I ha.vc
come home.'' N or:r;is said: ''Indeed you have not; you
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should have thought of that before." Then I left, a.nd I
wrote him a l-etter. I think he has the letter-if· he has not
I have a copy. Mr. Gentry was present. We were all standing in the hall upstairs.
Q. When did you write this letter to him, if you recall Y
A. It was either the same day or the day after; it was immediately after, I know.
Q. What did you say in the letter Y
A. Well, as well as I remember, I simply told him that I
was sorry for what had happen~d. I doil 't know what the
words were ; I was willing to make amends and do the right
thing, if he would provide a home for me elsepage 171 ~ where.
Q. What do you mean by that Y
A. I ha.d never had one.
Q. You mean except with his people?
A. Yes.
Q. You have a. copy of that letter, have you not Y
A. Yes. ·
Q. I will ask you to bring it down and file it as an exhibit
in this case.
A. I will.
Q. Unless Mr. Norris Gentry de~ires to file the original t
A. Yes.
Q. Did Mr. Gentry ever reply to that letterf
A. He did not.
Q. What was your second attempt to become reconciled f
A. That was my second attempt.
Q. When was the third attempt!
A. I did not attempt it any more·; at least I did not myself;
it was attempted indirectly; I was one of the parties. Mr.
White came over and said all he could to me to bring about a
reconciliation. He was Mr. Gentry's star .witness, I believe.
Q. What did you tell Mr. White f ·
. A. I told him that I would be reconciled.
Q. Did Mr. Gentry ever agree to a reconciliation then Y
A. No, they brought about a meeting 'vith the pastor in the
pastor's study, and Mr. Norris Gentry was there and I was
· '
there and the pastor, and he seemed to be in favor
page 171 ~ of a reconciliation-that is, Norris did-but I have
never heard anything more from him since then.
Q. Have you ever been asked either directly or indirectly
by Mr. Gentry to return to his home f
A. No.
Q. On the contrary, have you ever been told that you could
not return to his home f
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A. Yes.
Q. Mrs. Gentry, I suppose you realize, of course, that you
were indiscreet in certain things that you did 1 Is that true 1
.A. I do.
Q. .Are you sorry for those things 7
.A. Extremely so.
·
·. ·· ·
Q. .Are you willing at the present time to live with Norris:.
Genty a.nd be a true and. faithful wife to him. in a home separate and apart from his people Y
~· Yes, on the condition that it is somewhere else f
Q. Have you always been a true and faithful wife to your
husband 1
.A. Yes.
Q. Have you ever given him any cause sufficient to justify
the breaking up of your home?
A. Not from my point of view, Mr. Ambler, I don't think
I have.
Q. You love your children, do you not Y
A. Bettern than anything in the world.
Q. I suppose he does too?
page 172 ~ A. Apparently.
Q. Is there any reason why you two cannot be
reconciled if he is willing to take you back under the conditions you have mentioned 7
A. I don't think so.
Q~ Mr. Gentry is a young man of good character, is he not?
A. Well ; so f a.r as I know, except hearsay, yes.
Q. Has Mr. Gentry ever permitted you to go to dances unaccompanied by himself, on other occasions Y
A. Well, you would not call them dances; just informal
gatherings at homes. I have had to have all my pleasures
outside my own home because I never had any home. If I
wanted to play bridge I had to go somewhere else in the neighborhood, or dance, and therefore, all my social lif.e took
place outside, and my husband would not join in in any of my
social ; he would not even play bridge.
Q. Did he care to dance?
A. He did when we were first married. He did not seem
to care to do anything afterwards, the last few years.
Q. Have you any reason to believe that his parents have
influenced him in the separation form yon Y
A. Yes, I have every reason to believe that his parents have
influenced him; they influenced him in everything he did before we were1 married. D·o you want me to state an incident Y
Q. Yes, sta.te any facts Y
·
A. Norris was very much afraid of his father, we were mar-
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ried, had one child if not two. We were living
where he is now, and we 'vent out to a show-his
parents did not approve of his going because it
cost a dollar to go ; they did not think we ought to spend
the money. We would go and Norris would tell his fathe~
somewhere else. One time Mr. Gentry threatened to strike
. Norris when he went out and stayed until hvelve o'clock at
night and if it had not been for me, I think he would have,
so I know Norris does like his father wants him to do, or else
he does otherwise and lies about it, because he has done it
with me.
Q. You say hs father even went away with you and Norris
on your elopement to Washington Y
A. Yes, he did and he came to see me before we eloped a:nd
laid out the plans, Mr. Russell Gentry did.
Q. Then Mr. Russell Gentry was a party to your elopement?
A. Yes.
Q. And a party to obtaining the marriage license when you
were not of age f
A. Yes.
.
Q. Do you believe that Norris Gentry would resume cohabitation with you at the present time if it were not for
his father? ·
A. Well, I do, unless his father has done a while lot since
I have been over there. I do thinlr Norris would have done
a lot more for me than he did, except for Mr. and Mrs. Gentry, I mean, helping me, for instance, like washing dishes,
but Mrs. Gentry did not seem to think he ought to do anything
for me like tl1at, and she would criticize me, and
page 174 ~ he would sort of slap them-if you know what
I mean-I think Norris would have gone to housekeeping outside of his home if it had not been for his mother
ttnd father.
Q. Have you ever mistreated your little children in any
way?
A. If I have it was unintentional.
Q. Did you ever scrub the fact of one of your children so
hard tha.t you injured his. eye on one occasion 1
A. He has never had anything wrong 'vith his eye ; I never
noticed anything wrong with it, and I never washed it any
harder than necessary to get the dirt off from it. Once when
he got lipstick all over him from one side to the other, I had
to get it off, but I only used a wash rag, which I don't think
could have hurt him.
page 173

~
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Q. Have you ever hurt your children in any wa.y whatsoever?
A. No, I don't believe in bodily punishment, and I never
like to whip my children and Mrs. Gentry was the first one to
make the suggestion that I whip Buddy with a switch. She
suggested I get a little cane switch, she said that when I
smacked him 'vith my hand it might injur·e him and suggested
I get a little cane switch and punish him. I have done that
on several occasions but I don't think he shows any signs of
abuse.
Q. How old are these children now?
A. Buddy is five and June is three.
And further this witness sayeth not.
Adjourned until November 9, 1931, at 3:30 P.
page 175

~I.

t

Met pursuant to adjournment this 9th day of
November, at 3:30P.M. Same counsel and same
witnesses being present.
!IRS. !iARGARET GENTRY
resumed the stand for further
DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, I hand you the original letter referred to
in your former testimony, dated February 2, 1931, addressed
to your husband, 'vhich has been produced here by Counsel
for your husband, and I ask you if this is the letter which
you wrote him?
A. Yes.
Q. I ask you to file this a.~ Exhibit !Iargaret Gentry No. 1.
A. I do so file it.
Q. Mrs. Gentry, when you were at the dance at the home
of Mr. Edington, with whom did you leave that night?
A. Do you mean going to the dance or c.oming from the
dance?
Q. Coming from the dance Y
A. Madge Edington, Mr. Smith and Fields Moss and myself.
Q. Did ~iadge Edington leave with a man by the name of
Walter Sachs?
A. No, she left with Fields Moss on the rumble seat of
Mr. Smith's car.
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Q. On the occasion with Mr. Stewart White came to your
house and had a. conference with you about a reconciliation,
did he suggest anything about your apologizing to Mr. and
Mrs. Gentry, the· father and mother of your husband Y
·
A~ Yes, he came for the purpose of a reconpage 176 ~ ciliation. He said he thought it would be a good
·
idea for me to apologize to the older Gentrys.
Q. What did you tell them T
A. I told them I did not owe the Gentrys any apology. I
was willing to do what 'vas right by Norri~ but I did .not
consider I owed his parents any apologies whatsoever.
Q. N.o, something has been said about your leaving your
little son, Buddy, on one occasion when he got burned and
was sick? Is that correct f
·
A. No, Buddy was burned on Saturday, January 17th, and
the next day-I had written to some people a married couple,
who were friends of mine in Petersburg, to pick me up on
their way to Spottsylvania, and I had asked Norris to go with
me, and he did not want to go, so that is the reason I had
asked them to stop by and pick me up, so after Buddy was
burned he did not cry often fifteen or twenty minutes, so we
thought he was not badly hurt. When I left Sunday morning,
he was walking around and when I got back about six o'clock
Sunday evening I found he was sick, but he was not sick when
I left that morning.
Q. You did not leave him when he was sick that morningf
A. No.
Q. Was there anything else you care to add to your testimony!
A. Well, I believe they made much of the fact-Mrs. Gentry
mentioned that I .was always anxious to go to the couHtry
every chance I got. I never went to spend a day there that
I did not ask Norris to go too, but he never would
page 177 ~ go ; he would go off hunting with people, but when
I asked him to go with me, he never would do so
I went the only ways I could get to go.
Q. Something was said in the testimony by the Plaintiff
about an occasion when Mr. Russell Gentry either undertook
· to or did embrace you while you were in your bed room sitting at your dressing table. Tell in your own words just what
occurred?
A. That was a statement based on something that I don't
remember making. I did tell that witness (Sallie Gentry)
some things that Mr. Gentry said and did to me, but it was
not done to coincide with what she said.
Q. Tell it just as it happened.
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.A. I never liked to be alone with Mr. Gentry because he
was always trying to kiss me an4 I cannot tell you just how
he kissed me, but it was not like my father would kiss me;
it was more like the kisses I got from my husband, and 'if I
would say anything about it, he would say: "Don't talk so
loud; somebody might hear you.'"
Q. Did he ever undertake to embrace you on any occasion Y
A. Yes, when he would kiss me, he would hug me too. · I
never told Mrs. Sallie Gentry anything about the dressing
table. I could not tell her just where or when any of these
little episodes happened; I know they were just around home
in different places; I don't recall any exact happening at the
dressing table. I know I did not tell her that in that way.
Q. What did happen! That is what I want to
page 178 } get at?
.
A. Do you want me to say just what he said to
me?
Q. Certainly..
A. Well, I don't like to say it.
Q. We must know what it was, Mrs. Gentry.
A. Well; he would say: ''What will you take to let me feel
yQur legs? I will give you some money.'#
Q. He did tell you that Y
A. Yes ..
Q. Did he do that on more than one occasion?
A. Yes, on one occasion he had been drinking some wine he
made in his basement. That accounts for the reason that Mr.
Gentry is down on me ; the reason he does not like me any
better than he does, I think that has a lot to do with why
he is so anxious to have us separated.,
Q. Did he ever make a.ny such proposition as tha.t to you
when he was not drinking Y
A. Yes.
Q. Is that. the reason why you do not care to again resume
cohabitation in a home with Mr. Russell Gentry?
A. That is the main reason-the outstanding reason.
Q. But you are willing to live with your husband in any
other place?
A. Yes, I might go so fa.r as to say that towards the last
~Ir. Russell Gentry even cursed me in my bed room .after I
had retired for the night, in the presence of my husband.
page 179

~

CROSS EXAMINATION.

By 1\fr. Moss:
Q. When was that he cursed you Y
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A. It was when Norris and I w·ere planning on going t_o
housekeeping.
Q. When was that Y
A. Last November, 1930.
Q. What did he curse you about¥
A. Because I wanted to go to housekeeping.
Q. Did Norris hear this Y
A. Yes. He said every word his father said was true.
Q. WhatY
A. His father stood right by the side of· my bed and said:
"If you 'vere my wife-I guess I had better not say it-but
you are the meanest damn woman on God's green earth.''
I never said anything then. I told Norris then, ''·You are some
kind of a man to stand there and let your father talk to me
like that''. We had retired for the night. Norris said ''Every
word he said was ture' '.
·
Q. So he told you : ''Yon are the meanest woman on God's
green earth'' and you did not make any reply to that 1
A. Not any.
Q. And you tell the Court he said that Y
A. Yes.
Q. And you let a man say that to you without making
any reply to itt Is that your testimony!
A. That is my testimony.
Q. When did he try to kiss you Y
A~ What do you mean Y
page 180 ~ Q. Was it before that or afterwards?
A. 0' before that.
Q. Did he try to kiss you after November. of last year Y
A. No, indeed.
Q. How long before that Y
A. Well, things of that kind happened all during my married life, from three to six months after I was married until,
well, I will say it ceased in the last eight months before we
separated.
Q. It happened over a period of four years-his trying to
kiss you, over a period of four years Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did he do it?
A. Certainly.
Q. Did you object to it Y
A. Yes.
Q. Did you tell Norris Y
A. No.
Q. Why didn't you tell Norris?
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A~ The Gentries all have ungovernable tempers; I saw Mr.
Russell Gentry threaten to knock N orrilS in the head .
. Q. Have you got any temper 1
A. Yes, we all ha.ve.
Q. You have plenty of temper yourself, have you not7
A. I don't know how to answer that; it. is perfectly natural
we should have some.
..
page 181 ~ Q. About how many times did he try to kiss
you during the time you were living there 7 Frequently or infrequently?
A. I would not say every day, or I would not say ever other
day; I would not say once a week.
Q. You did not pay any attention to it, did you f
A. Indeed I did.
Q. Did you ask him not to 7
A. My husband even noticed that I would never stay in the
house alone with Mr. Gentry. He tole me on one occasion:
Yon seem to be afraid of papa. You will never stay with him
when everybody else goes out, you go out too.''
· Q. Were you afraid to stay there with him Y
t· ··:
A. Yes.
Q. You thought he 'vould do you some physical harm' . ;i
A. Yes.
.·
Q. Did he try to feel your legs 1
A. Yes.
Q. Did he do it?
A. No he did not.
Q. "\Vhy didn't he do it?
A. Because I would not let him.
· ·.
Q. Did you slap him, or anything of that kind?
t
A. I usually left the room and joined the rest of the familyl
·wherever they were in some· other part of the house.
Q. You give that as a reason why you wanted to go to house~
keeping?
A.. Not as all of tl1e reason ; I gave it as ~ne,
page 182 } and one of the ·man reasons.
Q. What other reason did you have?
·
A. I don't think any couple is happy living under the roof
'vith their in-la,vs. I w-as not allowed any privileges in· the
.Ilome 1 I was not allowed to have a.ny social activities other
than playing parlor games; I guess you call the; we played
''rook''. We did not play bridge, we could! not dance; I could
have have any friends in; I did have a few girl ,qriends come
in and visit me, but 1\irs. Gentry commented so strongly· on
it that I even stop.ped doing· that.
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, .Q. This incident you tell about the legs, when did that ·occur!
.
. A. It occurred on several occasions during the four years
that I was married; I could not tell just the dates, but I
remember one incident about the wine, and that was on the
Chesterfield in the living room; I don't know just when these
were.
·Q. So, as I understand it, he told on several occasions that
he. wanted to feel my legs Y
·
A. Yes, I considered that I was insulted.
Q. That continued f
A. Yes.
Q. Did he promise you money each time Y
A. In an; offhand way.
Q. What do you mea.n by ''an offhand way"?
A. Just exactly 'vhat I told you. He would say: ''I will
give you 25 cents or fifty cents.''
.Q. If you will let me feel your legs f
A. Yes.
page 183 ~ Q. That persisted and continued over a period
of at least four years and you did not tell your
.
husband anything about it?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you tell ~Irs. Gentry anything about it Y
A. I did.
Q. Whof
.A. I told J\IIrs. Sallie Gentry and I told several of my girl
friends.
Q. Mrs. S'allie· Gentry was talking about your saying he embraced you. She did not say anything about feeling your
legs.
A. I ca.n remember the conversation that took place between Mrs. Sallie Gentry and myself, if you want to hear it.
Q. She did not say anything about that in her testimony,
did shef

A.
Q.
A.
·Q.
A.

Yes.
In her testimony Y
No, to me in her conversation.
She did not testify to that the other day, did she'
No, naturally, she is testif)'ing for the Gentrys.
Q. Now, you say you did not have any social activities?
. A. No, none other than what I got outside of my home.
Q. Is that the reason for your going with John Wood
Smith?
·
A. That is one of the reason; I was not goint with him.
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Q. I -qnderstood you to sa.y a moment ago that was the reason.
·
A. I did not; I just answered your question, but I said I
was not going with him, but that was the reason I was with
·
· him that particular time.
page 184 } Q. Which time?
A. The time he brought me from Mrs. Edington's home and Fields took Madge home.
Q. That was summer before last?
A. It was the summer before the February we started this.
Q. Do you tell the court that is the reason you did itT
A. Yes.
Q. Would you mind telling us why you went out in the
automobile and sat there with him and hugged and kissed
him?
A. I don't mind .telling you 'vhy I sat there· with him.
Q. Why?
A. Just because it was in ther intermission when we went
out and sat in the car; I suppose you have been to dances and
would judt go out and sit out and tolk in the fresh air, smoke
a cigarette and something like tha.t.
Q. There was not an intermission during the whole time you
'vere there f
A. No, they started dancing before ·we went out; then this
thing happened, and I did not go out any more.
Q. You had been there some time before that, had you not?
·A. No.
Q. You had been out in this automobile some time before
Norris arrived on the scene·, had you not?
A. No, I got in after he got there. What do you mean,
before he arrived at our car?
Q. Yes.
page 185 ~ A. I was not there but about fifteen or twenty
minutes.
Q. You had been there some time Norris reached Pine
Needles Camp?
A. No, I was there afterwards, because I saw the ear he
got out of when I got in ~Ir. Smith's car, and his headlights
were shining· on our car.
Q. You did not know it was Norris-'s car?
A. No.
Q. You were hugging and kissing this man?
A. No.
Q. Mr. White testified on page 37 of his deposition-he
described it as being a 'vholesal~ necking party. Was he
correctaboutthat?
~- ~ ..
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A. No, he was not correct; on the other hand he says he did
not see anything that would justify Norris in leaving his wife
and· if he had seen a wholesale necking party, I don't think he
would have approved of that in a wife of his.
Q. So , if I understand you, if it was a wholesale necking
party going on between you and John Wood Smith, you would
say that Norris would be· justified in not living with you y·
A. No.
Q. You do not¥
·A. No ..
Q. Wha.t would you say about it f
A. I should think there could be some· explanation, or some
reason; I don't think that would justify a man divorcing his
wife;
Q. Have you got any reason to offer for this
page.l86 ~ wholesale necking party?
A. There was no hugging.
Q. Or kissing 7
A. No.
Q. Were you in a reclining position 7
A. I was sitting just like I am sitting now.
Q. Straight up Y
A. Yes .
· Q. So Mr. White was mistaken about it f
A.. Yes.
Q. Norris is mistaken about it too Y
A. Norris testified he did not see any hugging and kissing.
Q. He said that yon rose up as if you had been reclining.
A. Substantially that, but he said he did not see any kissing
and hugging.
·
Q. Mr. White makes the specific statement that you were in
a reclining position. Do you deny that Y
A. I was probably slumped down in the car.
Q. He said the only head he could see was John Wood
Smith's?
.
A.· I would not deny that, the reflection of the light could
cause that.
Q. But you do say that you 'vera not in a reclining position
but were sitting up straight Y
A. No, I was not reclining, hut my head 'vas in a sln~ped
· position sort of like this, with my head resting on
page· 187 ~ the back of the seat.
.- ·
·
Q. But you were not sitting in your seat as you
are sitting nowY
·
A. No, 1 was directly under the wheel.
·
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Q. You were not 1ying over on Mr. Smith f
A. No.
Q. And he was not lying over on you Y
A. No. Furthermore, it would have been impossible for Mr.
'White to see me, because our car was parked on an angle and
his car was parked on an angle to the side of our car, and I
was on the further side of our car. J\1:r. Smith was next to
Mr. White's car and I was on the other side, and he was between Mr. White's car and me.
Q. Was this man hugging you?
A. No.
Q. Were you hugging him?
A. No.
Q. Now Mr. White says on page. 38 of the deposition:
''Well, as well as I can recall they were hugging and kissing.
I cannot swear they were kissing but they were embraced ~n
the general definition of an embrace." Is that correct? Were
you embraced f
A. No.
,,
Q. Now, Mrs. Gentry, when Norris left there that night, did
· not you tell him not to leave the door open; that you were
not coming home?
· .. ,:,
A. I don't remember telling him that, Mr. Moss, I told him
I might go home with Madge Edington and spend
page 188 ~ the night.
Q. Did not l\fadge Edington say-'' You are not
coming home and spend the night with me'' Y
A. No.
Q. Are you sure?
A. I am sure.
Q. You had written ~Iadge Edington you were going up
.
there that night?
A. No, I had not written her I was coming up there that
night.
Q. You bad not?
A. No.
Q. Had not you written her you were coming up there al\d
were going to nieet John 'Vood Smither there?
·
A. No.
Q. Did you know John 'Vood Smith was going to be up
there?
A. No.
Q. You are familiar with the hand,vriting of Madge Eding-·
ton, are you not?
·
A. Yes.
.
. Q. I hand you a letter addressed· to Mrs. N. C. Gentryt·
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Richmond, Virginia, and ask yon to state if you recognize the
hand,vriting and if so, whose handwriting it isf
Mr. Ambler: I object to that as hearsay.
: A. This is Madge's handwriting on the envelope.
Q. Whose handwriting is the letter in! Who is AdeleT
A. Adele is Madge's middle name. I guess she wrote it ;
it is not her handwriting in the letter, this is her ha.ndwrit-·
ing on the envelope, but this is not her handwritpage 189 ~ ing.
Q. Whose ha.nd,vriting is the letter in f
A. I don't know.
Q. I ask you then to read the letter and state whether or
not you ever received the letter or have seen it before?
A. I have never seen it before.
,. Q. Do you still say that this letter-the letter itself, which·
-is written in pencil, is not the handwriting of Miss 1\-fa.dge.
EdingtonY
· A~ It was written by Madge, but not 'vritten like she usually
writes, because this is back hand and she writes more like
the Locker system.
Q. But is that her letter T
A. It is her letter; I know that it is signed by her.
Q. It is postmarked-! cannot read the postmark, but 1931
is ·all I can make out on the envelope.
Mr. Ambler:
Witness : No.

~irs.

Gentry, have you ever seen it. beforef

Q. Now, ~Irs. Gentry, I understood yon to say yon recognize this letter as having been 'vritten by Miss Madge Edington, to whom reference has been made from time to time in
these depositions T
A. Yes.
Q. She is the lady who liv-es at Partlow, Virginia, and
'vhom you visited from time to timeT
page 190 ~ A. Yes.
Q. I now offer it in evidence marked Margaret
Gentry Exhibit #2.

Counsel for the Defendant objects to the introduction .of
this letter on the grounds, first, that the witness denies ever
having received it; second, on the ground that there is a difference in the handwriting existing between the letter and
the envelope. Third, on the ground that the introduction of
such a letter would be unsworn testimony and plain hearsay.
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Mr. Moss: All right, it is offered for what it is worth. I
will say this, if the letter itself was not written by Miss
Madge Edington, and \Vas not sent to this lady, I am quite
willing to confess it is not part of the evidence, and unless
it is connected up and shown to be the handwriting of MiSS:: .
Madge Edington, it should be stricken.

Q. No,v, in this letter, it is stated: "But you remem~er
'vhat happened Sunday morning while I was teaching Sunday
School. Well, Gee! It sure did raise a lot of gossip. Gee,
I am sorry. Also, you remeber later on that was simply
awful." Assuming that letter was written by Miss Madge
Edington, do you know what she has reference to?
A. I have no idea. Madge told me her secrets between her
and her sweetheart at that time.
Q. Who was he?
A.. Her sweetheart at that time was Oscar Chewning. She
might have had reference to something between
page 191 ~ her and Oscar. I just don't remember the time.
Q. Now, it says: ''Honey, I guess me and my
cute boy will go to the dance Saturday night at the same
place it was last S'aturda:y night. Gee! I wish you and Rosalie-'' Who is Rosalie Y
A. Mrs. Covington.
Q. ''could be there. Gee 1 We would have a swell time.
I wish two could come, but still I would not urge you to do
so because lots of people 'vill be there who would know you,
and of course there will be more talk. Still we sure wouldllave some fun." Do you know whether or not she was talking about the dance at Pine Needles?
A. No, I don't know she was talking about Pine Needles.
She used to go to dances at Five Mile Fork.
Q. Why would it create any talk for you all to be there 1
A. Because I would not be 'vith Norris.
Q. Who would you be with f
A. I 'vould be alone.
Q. Alone?
A. Whoever I happened to go with, I would be unescorted.
Q. Don't you suppose you had in mind John Wood Smith?
A. No, I did not have in mind John Wood Smith.
Q. I said, don't you suppose she had in mind John Wood
Smith?
A. I did not get the letter; I don't know what she had in
mind. I did not get the letter. Until two weeks
page 192 ~ after we separated I did not know she had written
that letter.
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Q. She did write itt ·
·
A. Yes, her name is signed to the letter.
Q. You knew she wrote it Y
A. It has her name at the end; I would not need much better
proof than that.
Q. I understood you to say you did not know until two
weeks after you and Norris separated that she wrote this
letter!
A. I did say that.
Q. Do you mean that f
A. Yes.
Q. Do you know she wrote it f
A. Yes.
.
Q. Well, why did you say then that this was not her handwritingf
A. It is not her handwriting.
Q. But·you admit she wrote this letter, don't you, Mrs. Gentry?
A. I know she wrote a letter which Norris intercepted, but
whether that is the letter or not, I don't know.
. Q. You know she is either the author of the letter or
directed it to be written t
A. Yes.
Q. Whyf
A. Because she told me so. She told me she wrote a letter
to me, which she thought I had gotten, but I had not gotten
it. I still correspond with her, and in a letter after we separated she told me she had written a· letter and said something about my not receiving it, or about him inpage 193 ~ tercepting it. She had found out some way or
another, I don't know whether that is the letter
or not. She did write me a letter which Norris intercepted.
I never did get it.
Q. S'he 'vas uneasy, was she not?
A. No, but she thought he had a lot of nerve to open up ·
my mail.
Q. Is there any evidence that he did open it?
A. No, no evidence, but it was opened by somebody.
Q. You received itt
A. No.
Q. You forgot to destroy it like yon did the others when you
ran upstairs and destroyed them when Norris was asleep?
A. I could not destroy what I did not have.
Q. You did not have it in your bureau t
A. No, I never received it; it was brought to the house
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by the postman, and because Norris got there before· I did~
and kept it.
·
Q. Well, in this you know she advised you. not to come to
this dance.
A. Yes, but I did not get it first.
Q. She told you not to come because it would create a lot
of talk. Is not that correct 7
A. What?
Q. Does not the letter say that Y
A. Yes.
Q. Was she there that night?
page 194 ~ A. Yes.
Q. Did you talk to her!
A. Yes.
Q. She was surprised tha.t you came up there Y
A. Yes, she did not know I was coming?
.·
Q. She told you at that time that she had ,vritten you not
to come?
A. No.
Q. Did she tell you anything about writing to you t
A. No.
Q. She says : ''You remember the girl friend I was telling
·
you about." Do you know who that was?
A. No.
.
Q. Then she says, "You remember-! mean: ''You laiow
the letter you addressed to me the last time? I was terribly
sorry but the mail ma.n carried it down to Aunt Annie Mays,
and they opened it. I think they must be crazy; they said
they thought it was for Ada Lee. You know they ought to
have known better, of course, I guess they read it after they
opened it.'' V\Tha.t was in that letter that you wrote her? ·
A. I don't kno,v.
Q. Is that one of the letters in which you described· John
Wood Smith as being yot'!r sweetheart?
·'
A. I never described l1im as being my sweetheart.
Q. You did not 1
A. No.
page 195 ~ Q. Did you ever refer to him as your big boy?
A. I did not.
Q. Did you ever make reference to John Wood Smith or
to any man in a lett~r to ~Iiss Helen Pritchard, referring to
him as your Big Boy or Big ~fan?
A. No.
Q. It says in the letter: ''Burn all of my letters and I wilJ
yours. I think it i.s best to destroy ever little· thing; burn ydul;

.···
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bridges behind you.'' Was there any reason to destroy letters
between you and her.''
, A. No, no other than very often things can be misconstrued,
things that you say.
Q. Is tha.t your explanation Y
A. Yes, because I have re-read letters after a year has
elapsed and they have sounded entirely different than when
I read them the first time, and might create suspicion.
Q. Do you Imow John Jeter!
A. No.
Q. You do notf
A. No, I never met him.
Q. Never until you heard him testify f
A. No.
Q. You, remember the night Norris came in the hons·e, took
og his overcoa.t, and thre\v it over the back of a chair and
dropped off to sleep T
A. Yes.
page 196 ~ Q. You went through his pockets and got those
.
letters out, did you not T
.
A. Yes.
_Q. You ran upstairs, did you not Y
A. No.
Q. You went upstairs T
A. Yes.
Q. You went into the bathroom and locked the doort'
A. Yes.
Q. You .tore the letter npT
A. No, I burned them.
Q. You would not take a chance of putting them in the commode and disposing of them in that manner, but you burned
themf
A. Yes, I burned them.
Q. Whyf
A. Because I always burn all my letters.
Q. Why were you in such a hurry to burn them that night?
A. I was not in any hurry; I had not had them since they
had come to the house, and that is the reason I burned them
first chance I could burn them; I always burn my letters. I.
have not now any letters I have received from my mother
since she has been in New York.
Q. How did you know he had those letters f
A . .I kne'v it.
Q. How?
A. I knew he had intercepted the mail carrier as soon as
he got there.
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Q. ·You did not lose much time about burning
·
pa.ge 197 } them up 1
A. Did not lose much time Y
Q. You went upstairs as fast as you could go 7
A. I did not do that either.
Q. You went upstairs f
A. Yes.
Q. And he heard you go upstairs?
A. Absolutely he did not.
Q. He went upstairs as soon as he awakened f
A. I did not k~ew he was· asleep.
·
Q. You were there.
A. Yes, l1e was sitting there with his eyes shut but he did
not have them shut long.
Q. You don't think he saw you take the letters out of his
pocket and run upstairs and burn them Y
A. No, I don't think he s-aw me.
Q. You said that was· your first opportunity to burn them
qp.

A. No, I had not tried to see him get them, but I saw
them, and I hnd to look for them since he had intercepted
them.
Q. Is it not :th~ truth you knew the letters would condemn
you and you wanted to destroy them., is not that true Y
A. No, I did not know of his· actions at that time; I did not
know he had shown them to anybody, or why he had them in
his overcoat pocket.
Q. Did not the letter start out ''My darling'' f
A. I don't remember.
Q. You don't deny it., do you Y
page 198 ~ A. No, I don't deny it; I don't say it did
either.
Q. Did it not wind up by s·aying: "Lots of loveT~;
A. I don't remember that either; it probably did.
Q. Do you deny it f
A. No.
Q. Did not it also sa.y: "Try to pull the wool over his
eyes'', and ask you to meet him on Saturday night as he would
be there, and ask you if you had any other girl friend to him
you could ''write to keep hom from catching up"f
A. There was not any statement about catching us. The
other statement was true, as to asking if there was not somebody I cou]d write to.
Q. He did start off by saying: "My darling?''
A. I don't remember.
Q. He winds up by saying: ''Lots of love ''
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A. I don't remember.
Q. You don't deny it Y
A. No.
Q. You thought the letters of such importance yourself that
you seized them and destroyed them at the first opportunity!
A. I thought this ; the letter was addressed to me and· it
should not l1ave been opened; I did not know why he wanted
them but I thought he .must have wanted them for some reason or another and he would take advantage of me in opening
it before I had seen it; so I took advantage of him while he
was not . looking. In other words, I destroyed
p~e~9}~~

·

-

Q. Were you not responsible for starting this

correspondence or carrying it on with John Wood Smith!
.A. As I stated before, I don't remember who started it.
Q. But it is a fact you 'vere carrying on a correspondence
with him!
A. Yes.
Q. You admit that?
A. Yes.
Q. How long did this correspondence go on f
A. Over a period of about five months.
.
Q. Then I assume you all saw each other at times during
those five months
A. No, I saw him on two or three occasions, when Norris
and I went to the country New Year's to a dance he was there,
and I visited in the country for a 'veek; I believe, I told about
being a.t the ance that night up at Edington's, and he worked
in a store at Partlow, and I sa'v him only at the store on
two occasions in going up there on week ends.
Q. You would see him at night while you were up there Y
A. No, but I did see him at night the week I was up there.
Q. E·very night f
A. Yes, he came up to t];J.e house and sat around and talked
to the whole family there.
Q. You went riding with him Y·
. A. Not alone.
Q. With whom 1
page ~00 } A. With l\Iadge Edinton.
Q. Where is she now?
A. At Partlow. She was there the last time I saw here
she was there.
(.J. 'l"'he la1st time you saw her. Did that letter say anything
about trying to pull the wool over his eyes!
A. No.
Q. Do you deny itt
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- A. Yes.
Q. Wer~ you trying to pull the wool over his eyes?

...'1. No.
Q. You were doing that, were you not Y
A. No, except that I was corresponding with him.
Q. Norris did not know about it, did heY
A. No.
Q. \Vhere did you have those letters hid Y
A. I did not have them hid.
Q. How did l1e get them then Y
A. He intercepted the mail.
Q. How did he get this letterY
A. He showed it to me. ~fy mother was over to spend the
day, I don't know what day it was, but anywayQ. You did see the letter Y
A. Do you want me to finish telling you 1
· ':
Q. Yes.
.A.. He came upstairs and told me in the hall
page 201 } and showed me the envelope that he had which
wa.s addressed to me, and he had torn the end' of
it off; I don't remember whether he showed me the eontents of the letter at that time or not, but I did not have the
letter; he kept it until I took it out of his coat pocket, the
night I destroyed it. I had not seen it.
Q. You read that?
A. No. He told me that he met the mail carrier at the
front door and he handed him two letters for me, one from
a g-irl friend from Lynchburg and this one from ~fr. Smith.
Q. Had you ever read that letter?
.A:. Not until the nig·ht it was destroyed.
Q. You read it that night?
A. Yes.
Q. ·You read it in a hurry~ didn't you!
A. Yes.
Q. So really, you cannot say just what was in that letter?
A. There 'vas nothing in it about pulling the wool over Norris's ey~s, or meeting him at Madg·e 's for the w·eek end.
Q. Did it say anything about Fredericksburg for the week
end, or meeting him anywhere on Saturday night, that he
would be tl1ereY
A. There 'vas nothing about meeting him· on Saturday
·night, or any Saturday night.
Q. Who was this Big Boy you referred to in your letter to
~Mi~s Pritchard Y
·
A. I did not refer to Big Boy'.
~- R!\~ m'\n-how ahont big msmT
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A. Big man? No. I can tell you how the word
big comes in; I asked for a big picture.
Q. Of whom?
A. Of lVIr. S~ith
Q. Why did you want it f
A. She had one; I knew she had a big picture of him and I
wanted it for no other reason than that I wanted it.
Q. You wanted it because you thought a. lot of John Wood
Smith?
A. No; I have a lot of pictures of people I don't think anything· of.
Q. You wanted his, though, because you thought a lot of
him.
A. No.
Q. Didn't you ask her to send you a picture of Big Boy or
Big Manf
A. No.
.
.. Q. The words big boy or big man was not used Y
· A. No. ~L'hat sounds too childish to have been in anybody's
letter.
Q. You admit you did write to her and wanted his picture~
A. Yes, I wrote for the big· picture .
. A. After getting that picture. what were· you going to do
with it? You were living with Norrist
A. Just keep it.
Q. Hide itT
A. I did not hide the one I had.
Q. Which one is that?
A. The one I had, referred to in the letter.
Q. Where was that kept Y
.A!.. On the shelf in my closet; irt was not hidden;
page 203 ~ that closet 'vas used every day.
·
Q. It was behind something?
A. No, right on the shelf.
A. If it was under something, it was hidden.
A. If it 'vas under something, it could have been shoved
aside by something. I did not hide it.
Q. It 'vas hidden from view?
A. If it was, it was accidental'.
Q. If yon did not have any secrets about it, why not put it
on the dresser: Yon did not want Norris to see it, did you!
A. I don't suppose I did want him. rto know 1 did have a
picture of John, but I did not hide it.
Q. But if you had gotten a big picture of him, what would
v-ou have done with it Y
· A. Pnt it in the closet.

----------------
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Q. And occasionally looked at it?
A. I don't know..
Q. If you had gotten this big picture, what would have have
done with it7
.
A. I might have framed that one.
Q. Going back to this Pine N eedle.s affair, you came home
with John Wood Smith?
A. Yes.
Q. WlwrE: is he now 1
A. I suppose he is at home; I don't lmow.
Q. Up in Spottsylvania7
page 204 } A. Yes.
Q. Yon talk to him sometimes 1
A. No.
Q. You write to him f
A. No.
Q. Did you summon him as a witness 7
A .. No.
Q. Are you going to have him here?
A. I don't know.
Q. IIa.ve you heard from him since the night of January
:31st!
..~. No.
Q. Directly or indirectlyt
A. Indirectly.
Q. Through w~om Y
A. "Then I was talking to Mr. Charles R. Moss over the
telephone.
f~. That i·s Fields 1Ioss 's brother 1
A. Yes.
Q. And ~,ields Moss is a friend of John Wood Smith's, isn't
he?
A. ·Yes.
Q. And the communication that you have had with Smith
has been through the medium of Charles R. Moss'
A. That was only in connection with-the fact is that Mr.
Charles ~Ios-s communicated with me about something that
·
he had heard. It was nothing about John.
pa.ge 205 } Q. I thought you said you had heard from
John Wood Smith?
A.. No, I have not heard anything of John. In the course
of the convers,ation I mentioned John in connection with this
case, but I have had no word from John directly or indil·ectly; I had heard about him from Charles in thalt conversation. I think that conversation is immaterial to this case, as
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it was not a message or any direct or indirect communication
with·John.
Q.: And had no reference to this caseY
A. It had reference to this· case. He ·asked me something
about it.
. Q. T don't want to mislead you. The communication I unders.tood yon received from Mr. :Moss, so far as it related to
John Wood Smitll had no bearing· or connection or relation
to this suit, this caseY
A .. No.
Q.. No,v, you came back with him that. night, did you notT
·A. ·Yes.
Q.. What Idnd of a ca.r was he drivingf
A. A Ford coupe.
Q. You and he came back alone together f
A. Yes.
Q. There was no one els.e Y
A. No.
.
Q. What time did yon leave Pine Needles Campf
A. I don't know.
Q.. How long after Norris left
·
A. It was more than one hour; after that a lot
page 206 ~ conversation took place between several of the
girls and myself after he left; I don't know what
time it was; I never thought of time.
Q. There were exciting times up the~eY
A. For me it was. I was very humiliated.
Q. You all stayed there for some time!
A. Yes.
Q. Yon came directly home!
A. ·Yes.
Q. Yon went on up to ~Irs. Covington'sY
. A... Yes.
Q. Did Smith go in 1
A. Yes.
Q. How long did l1e stay ·there after that¥
A. We sat around and discussed the happenings; tried to
figures out the way and wherefores; what had·happened, and
I guess it 'vas about a half hour or an hour when he left.
·
Q. I suppose he went on back homeY
A. I don ~t know.
Q. You ha.ve not heard from him since f
A. No.
Q. But up to that time you were hearing from him from
··
time to time f
A. Yes, corresponded by letter.
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When was the last letter you
from him, Mrs. Gentry, do you rememberY
A. The last one that was written was the one.
page 207 ~ that Norris got; I did not receive it. I guess I
heard from him two weeks before that time Y
Q. You say your correspondence extended over a period
of about five months 1
A. Yes.
Q. How frequently did you all write!
A. About once every two weeks.
Q. No more frequently than thatY
A. No.
Q. Will you tell us, ~irs. Gentry, why you did not come back
in the automobile 'vith ~Irs. Covington, particularly so in
view of what happened up at Pine Needles CampY
A. I don't know why I did not come home with them; it
just seemed like after what happened-! felt that I had been
so unfairly tr:ea.ted, that after that night the bottom seemed
to drop out of everything, and it did not make any difference
to me if he made anything out of it or not, or whether he-did
anything about it or not. I was simply all to pieces, and to
begin with I dare say I gave no thought to who I was driving·
lto1n .with; it might as well have been you or anyone else so
far as I was concerned. I think I cried the best part of the
\vav home.
Q. You were very much worked up about it, were you not Y
~Iwa&
·
Q. And notwithstanding the accusation made against yo-q
up there, upon finding you in the automobile with John Wood
Smith, you came home \vith him?
page 208 ~ .A. Yes.
.
Q. Ra.ther than come home with the people with
whom you went
A. Yes.
Q. Did you intend to come back with him when you .Ie:f\
Richmond?
A. I did not knew he was going to be there.
Q. Would you have con1e home \Vith l1im. if Norris ha.d not
gone up there and seen you with him f
A. No, I am sure he \Vould not. I dare she he would not
have come to Richmond. He did not live far from Pine
Needles.
·
Q. Why notY
A. There was no reason for him to drive 35 miles when I
came up there in a seven passenger car.
Q. Except to be with you "1

.r~ceived

142

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia.

. A. I still think that would make no difference.
Q. You don't think it would 1 You say he would not have
come back with you if Norris had not gone up there?
·A. I knew he would not have.
Q. Yet you came back with him after all this trouble?
A. Yes.
Q. Now, Norris and your mother came up to Mrs. Covington's on the nwrning follo,ving this incident; your mother had
rather to pursuade you to go home with her, and you did not
want to go1
A. No, she did not have to pursuade me to go.
Q. She did not Y
.A. No.
Q. Did you go willingly Y
page 209 ~ A. As well as I remember.
Q. You say you are still willing to live with
Norris Gentry!
A. Yes.
Q. You love him t
. A. Yes.
Q. Do youf
. .A. I said yes.
Q. Is not that statement made by you, Mrs. Gentry, for
the purpose of defense of this suit rather than your desire to
live with him Y
A. No.
Q. And you tell the court if he were to provide a place for
you now you would go and live 'vith him 1
A. Yes.
Q. And that you do not do this in defense of this suit, but
that it is vour desire t
A. Yes.·
Q. Now this letter that you have exhibited here to Norris,
who wrote it?
·' A. I wrote it.
Q. Who told you what to say f
A. Nobody tole me what to say.
Q. Did not you see Mr. Goddin at tha.t time!
A. No.
Q. Did not he dictate itt
page 210} A. No.
Q. Do you say that the language contained in
that letter is your own language and not 1\ir. Goddin 's 1
A. Yes.
Q. Are you positive of that Y
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A. I certainly am positive I wrote the letter. I got some
help as to how to go about writing it.
Q. And this language you used in the letter you wrote Norris in February, will you say that is your own languagef
.A.. Yes, don't you think I am intelligent enough to nse such
language?
Q. I am not making any observation.
A. You talk as though I am not intelligent enough to write ·
that letter.
Q. I don't think anybody oould doubt your intelligence. But
was not a portion of this letter his dictation Y
A. No·.
Q. None of it?
A.. No.
Q. You say you got some help from someone 7
A. Yes.
Q. "\Vhat was it7
A. Well, I wrote it in his presnece.
Q. Where?
A. I think it was at home.
Q. And he advised you to write it 7
page 212 ~ .A. No; on the contrary, it was my suggestion
that I write it.
Q. But he told you he thought that it would make your case
stronger if you made a proposition to return, did he n·ot?
A. No, because I made the proposition to return before
he had ever seen Mr. Gentry. I went to the home and made
a proposition to return before Mr. Goddin kne"\\o we had separated.
Q. But that was written on the advice of Mr. Gentry'
A. No.
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.

By ~Ir. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, ~fr. Goddin has simply been a friend of
the family, has he not f
·
.
A. Yes.
Q. Has Mr. Goddin tried to reconcile you and your husband?
A. Yes.
Q. He even went so far as to have Mr. Gentry and you
together in his office and talk it over, did he not
A. Yes, he also visited the home.
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. Q. In other words, Mrs. Gentry, Mr. Goddin was trying to
help you both as much as possible!
A. Yes.
Q. Rather than just take sides one way or the other Y
.A. Yes, }fr. Goddin has always advocated a rooonciliat~on,
and if he made any suggestion as to writing a letter, I think
. his purpose was in the hope of getting an answer more than
to have any weight on either side.
Q. You had previously made an offer or repage 213 ~ conciliation in person, had you not Y
A. Yes, it \Vas not uD.til after that attempt at
roooncilia tion that ,John God din talked to me at all.
Q. Are you sincere in your statement that .if he would provide a home for you elsewhere than with his people, you would
not return to him and live with him Y
A. I am. .
Q. How long before the episode at Pine Ne-edles Camp
was it that Mr. Norris Gentry intercepted these letter which
you la.ter burned Y
.A. It was over a month, between a month and six weeks,
five or :Six weeks.
, Q. Did l\fr. Gentry live \vith you for a month after he had
knowledge of these letters Y
A. Yes.
Q. ·Did you ever write to John Wood Smith after your husband interrepted these letters Y
. A. No, sir.
. Q. Have you ever written to him since f
A. No, sir.
Q. You say you did not know 1\ir. Smith was going to be
there at Pine Needles Dance Hall f
A. No, sir, I did not.
Q. What kind of a car \vere you sitting in up at Pine
Needles Dance HallY
page 214 ~ ·A. A Ford Coupe.
·
.
. Q. Was there hardly any room in it for you
t have be<ln in a reclining position Y
A. Not with two people in the ca.r, other than just like I
showed you; I was slouched down, I often drive like that now.
Q. You say you·were sitting under the wheel¥
A. Yes.
Q.. And you deny positively that anything 1mproper oc·
curred ou that occasion Y
A. Yes, I do.
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RE-CROSS EXA.lVIINATION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. Do you k~ow }lr. Heflin?
A. Yes.
Q. Who is heY
A. Just a man that. goes to Spottsylvania Church up there;
that is all I know.
·
Q. · Do you recall an occasion when he called you Qn the telephone1
·
A. Yes.
Q. Do yo-u recall his coming by there that day, or any timet
A. Yes, he came that day, about a half hour later.
Q. What did he 'vant Y
•
A. I don't knpw. I was upstairs, and Mrs. Gentry talked to
him.
Q. Did he. say anything about your going to Williamsburg
A. He did .not tell me anything.
Q. "\Vhat did he say to you?
A. I told you I did not talk to him. Mrs. Gentry talked to
him.
page 215 ~ Q. Do you remember of seeing John Wood
Smith at the Mosque on one occasion Y
A. We were there at the Christmas Dance, the dance given
hy the "\V estern Union. A very particular friend of ours, a
married couple had charge of it.
Q. He was there, was he not?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you knew he was going to be there Y
.a.. No.
·
Q. When was. that?
A. That was the Christmas Danc.e, I think the first part of
December before Christmas, as well as I remember.
Q. Last year?
A. 1930.
And further this deponent sayeth not.
At this point an adjournment was taken to. November 16,,
1931. at 3:30 o'clock. .
·
Met pursuant to adjournment this 16th day of November;
1931, at 3 :30 P. M.
. : ...
::

..

·:

Present: Thomas 0. Moss, Counsel for Plaintiff; Gor~~n .
B. Ambler and John C. Goddin for Defendant. Defcndnni
and Plaintiff in person.
··'
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. MRS. SALLIE GENTRY,
recalled in Rebuttal.
RE-DIR.ECT EXAMINATION.

By Ivir. Moss :.
;, Q. lYirs. Gentry, did Mrs. Margaret Gentry ever talk to
you about going to housekeeping Y
page 217 } A. Yes, she talked about it but not seriously;
she would say: ''It would be fine to go housekeeping but it would be foolish to go to housekeeping when we can
live for $8.25 per week a.t Mrs. Gentry's.
Q. Did she ever say that the reaso-n she wanted to go to
ho-usekeeping somewhere else was because of the conduct towards her on the part of Mr. Russell Gentry!
·
A. No, she never did. She never told me anything aboutthat as to going housekeeping.
Q. Did she ever tell you anything about him Y
A. She told me ou one occasion, I testified before as to
what she told me.
· Q. Did you ever see ~Ir. Russell Gentry around there under the influence of whiskey
.
A. I never saw Mr. Russell Gentry under the influence of
whiskey!
Q. WineY
A. No wine or any other intoxicant.
Q. ·Did 1\!Irs. Gentry, Jr. ever sa~ anything to you about
any misconduct on the part of 1\'Ir. Gentry towards herY
A. On one occasion, which I told you before.
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.

By ~Ir. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, 'vhat was it she told you on that other occasiont
A. On the one occasion Y
Q. Yes.
A. She said she was in Mr. and Mrs. Russell
page 218 ~ Gentry's bed room dressing. She had her slip on,
her underwear and was. combing her hear. Mr.
Russell Gentry, she said, came in and put his arm aro-qnd her
and embraced her and she resented it, and he said he certainly did not mean anything by it.
Q. Which Gentry's room was that¥
A. 1\tir. and ~Irs. Russell Gentry's room, Mr. and Mrs. Gentry, Sr.
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Mr. ~Ioss: Was that Norris' room?
Witness: No. Norris's father and mother's room.:

Q. (Mr. Ambler continuing) Do you know why she hap·
pened to be in their room 7
A. No, she dressed in there quite a few times; sometimes
Buddy W?nld be sleeping in her room.
And further this witness sayeth not.

NQRR.IS GENTRY,
recalled, in Rehu ttal.
RE-DIRECT EXA:J\;IINATION.
Bv Mr. Moss:
·Q. Mr. Gentry, your wife has testified that she desired to
go to housekeeping because of certain misconduct towards her
on the part of your father. Did she ever make any mention
to you as to why she wanted to go to housekeeping?
A. I heard her mention going to housekeeping, said what
she would like to to; we both said we would like to do it if
we could afford to do it.
Q-. Was it ag·reed between you two that you could not afford to do it 1
A. Certainly it was.
page 219} Q. Now, she said your father on one occasion
told her she was the meanest damn woman he
had ever known. Do you recall you recall your father making
that statement to her!
· A. I recall his saying she was mean by I don't recall him
saying damn mean woman.
Q. On what occasion¥
A. The night she went out and came home so late and re:.
fused to tell me 'vhere she had been. She told me she was
going to a girl friend's house up two blocks on Chamberlay:o.e
A venue. She went out at 7 :30.
Q. vVhat time did she come backf
A. About a quarter to eleven:.
Q. From 7 :30 to 10 :45, at which time. she returned, did you
or anyone in the household look for her?
A. Sure we did, all three of us.
Q. Did you go the girl's friend house Y
A. The way I found out she was not at the girl friend's
house, somebody called up for Margaret over the phone.
and to speak to her, so I called this girl friend where- Mar-
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garet said she was going, and t4e girl was surprised and
said that Margaret had not been there. Naturally I was
worred as to where she was.
Q. So when she came in you inquired of her where she
ha.d been7
'
A~ Yes.
Q. Did she tell you Y
A. No, she absolutely refused.
page 220 ~ Q; Did that lead to an argument!
A. Yes, after she went to bed we got into an
argument, she said it was none of my business, she said I did
not know and never would know where she had been.
Q. Was she loud and boisterous Y
A. Yes.
Q. r.rhat was when your father came in Y
A. Yes, he came and asked what was going on in there;
said they could not go to sleep that we were talking so loud.
. Q. Now; on Sunda.y follo,ving the Saturday night that Mrs.
Gentry was up at Pine Needles Camp, did you go to the home
of 1virs. Covington with Mrs. Gentry's mother?
.A.. Yes.
Q. Well, was Mrs. Gentry willing or unwilling to go with
h~r mother 7
·
_A. Shall I tell you just how it was
Q. Yes.
A. Her mother asked me to· go over there with her. I went
over there and went into the little hall-way that leads to a
sitting room, when I reached her door, somebody said ''Come
in". I said-~{argaret was sitting by a wood stove heaterI don't remember whether I spoke to her or not, but I went
out and got Margaret's mother, and she came in and told
Margaret a few things which I could not repeat now to save
my life. She said "Come on we are going home". Margaret
said she was not going home~ - Margaret had on a housedre~s.
Finally she got up and said she would not go. Mrs. Covington
stepped form the kitchen and Mrs . .Shelton asked
·
page 221 ~ her: "vVhere are J.\IIargaret's clothes?" Mrs ..
Covington said : ''I don't know, I have nothing
to do with it.'' Her mother went in the bed room and took
Margaret's clothes in a suit box and took her through the·front
~~

I

. Q. N o,v, w·hen you left up there at Pine Needles Camp that

nig-ht, after having seen what you have heretofore described,
did Mrs. Gentry say anything about coming home¥
A. No.
.

---~-~-----.--
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
·Q. Mr. Gentry, you say you did discuss· the question with
your wife about going to housekeeping
A. Yes, we .discussed it.
Q. Do you know whether or not it was her wish to go to
housekeeping at some place· other than with your parents¥·
.A.. vVell, after we discussed it, of course anybody would
like to have a nice little home or aprat1nent of their own if they
could afford it; I had nothing in the world against living at home; I was perfectly satisfied, but I would have
liked to have had a home of my o'\vn if. it had be·en possible.
Q. Did Mrs. Gentry ever tell you that she would prefer living somewhere else Y
A. Yes, she said she would like to, not because of anything
unpleasant at home, but she would like to go to housekeeping
and have a home of her own.
Q. I believe Mrs. Gentry has testified here that
page 222 ~ she has never told you anything about your father's conduct towards her. hut that that was one
of the reasons why she did 'vant to leave, so you do recall het·
having discussed going somewhere else?
A. Yes, both of us talked of it.
Q. I believe you said your father on one occasion said she
was the meanest woman in the world?
A. Yes.
Q. What made it necessary for your father to take it on
himself to say that to ~Irs. Gentry
A. "\Veil, 1\ir. Ambler, I could not repeat the exact words
that were said by 1\{arg·aret, but when he came into the room
and asked what was going on in there and said we were taling
so loud she spit out something· to him, telling him it was none
of his business; she flew off the handle at him and kind a cut
him, then he came back at her.
Q. In which room were you at that time?
A. I was in my own room.
Q. Your father came in your own roomY
A. He stuck his head in the crack in the door of our room.
Q. Did he ask "That she 'vas doing talking so loud f
A. I had been questioning her.
Q. He said nothing to her when she came in!
A. No, our bed room door was shut and his bed room door
·was shut but he could. hear us talking in there.
Q. And he simply told her she was the meanest woman in
the world?
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A. Yes, .after she had cut him.
Q. Was it any of your father's business about
how late she may have stayed out f
· A. I don't think he took it on himself as any of his business,
but we were all 1vorred about her.
Q. It was her private bed room, was it not?
A. Yes, I was in there.
Q. Are you willing to live with Mrs. Gentry now'r
·A. No, sir.

page 223 ~

RE-RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.

By. l\f r. Moss:
Q. Norris, when was this occasion you speak of that she
was out until about a quarter to eleven, the night your father
made that remark to her Y How long was that before the time
you and she separated
.A. I could not ans,ver that question correctly to save my
life.
Q. Approxiamtely how many months Y
A. I 'vould not swear to this but I think it was just before
Christmas. It was not so very long.
·And further this 'vitness sayeth not.
MRS. 1'IARGARET GENTRY,
recalled.

By }Ir. ~Ioss:
Q. You heard a moment ago a statement made by your
husband with regard to being out and .his calling at a place
which you said you were going and that you were not there 1
Was that the time 1Yfr. Russell Gentry said what he did to
you as you heretofore described?
A. No, it wasn't.
Q. Where had you been that night!
page 224 ~ A·. I had been visiting a friend.
Q. Who?
A. Do I have to tell her name t
Q. Yes, please.
A. A 1\Irs. Wright on Seminary Avenue.
Q. What number?
A. I don't know the number.
Q. Do you know her first name t
A. No.
Q. A friend of yours Y
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A. Not any more. I visited her and she visited me.

Q. What does her husband dot
A. I don't know. If that was not the night in question, what
relevancy is there
Q.. We claim it was that night.
· Mr. Ambler: You are making her your own witness.
Mr. 1\foss: I don't care about that. We will cross
bridge when we come to it.

th~i:,;;i?

Do you know what her husband does Y
No, I do not.
When was it you went over to Mrs. Wright's homet
"\Vhen was it Y
Yes, that night that your husband testified about.
That was not the night that Mr. Gentry said that to met
I understood you to say that, but when was the night
they were looking for you and you came in latef
pag·e 225 ~ A. That was long before we went to housekeeping until November. The way I remember was
that that happened in the bed room at thet front of the house,
which we had always occupied until we went to housekeeping-; and after that it was our living room, and that episode
happened when our bed room was at the front of the housb
and not where it was when I left there.
Q. You say your visit to Mrs. Wright was before November¥
A.. Yes.
Q. How long before NovemberY
A. It was during the summer.
Q. Do you know Mr. Bedford Wright!
A. I don't know what his name is, lVIr. Moss.
Q. vVhat number on Seminary Avenue does Mr. Gentry
live?
A. 4532 Seminary .A.venue.
Q. On ,~,...hat block do the Wright's live?
A. 4800, the next block.
Q. Here in the telephone book there is Mr. Bedford Wright
at 4522 E. Seminary Avenue.
A. The Wrights I visited lived on East Seminary Avenue,
upstairs in the 4800 block. I knew the couple upstairs better
than I did J\tfrs. Wright.
Q. "\Vhom did you visit Y
A. Both couples that night.
Q. vVho lived upstairs. You say you knew her better.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
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A. I knew her better. I knew her before she
was married, but I knew her better after she was
married.·
What was her married namet
Adele Tignor. She married Forest Tignor.
Were you visiting Tignor's that night?
.
I was visiting the house, both couples, th~y were friends
·
Where did you tell Norris. you were going Y
On Chamberlayne Avenue.
To see Miss Woo.d
Yes.
You did not got
No.

page 226
Q.

A.
Q.

A.
too.
Q.

A.
Q.

A.
Q..
A.

~

Q. Why¥

A. Because I changed my mind.
Q. You changed your mind after you left the honse f.
A. Yes. I first went next door and visited about a half
hour.
Q. One lady's name is lJtlr. Tignor, and the other's name is
Mrs. Wright!
A. Yes.
Q. You were there that nightf
A. Yes~
RID-RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION.
By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Mrs. Gentry, you were never forbid to visit your friends'
honsesf
A. No.
Q. As a married woman, did you feel that you had a perfect right to visit any respectable person that you
page 227 ~ desired Y
A. Yes, I did.
Q. Was there anything wrong whatever in your starting out
to see one person and changing y~ur mind and going to see
someone else t
A. I should not think so. I have known Norris to do that
same thing.
Q. You say tha.t was not the occasion on which Mr. Gentry,
Sr., spoke to you like he did f
A. No, that was not the occasion J\!Ir. Gentry spoke to me
as he did. That was in reference to our going to housekeeping.
Both of the Senior Gentry's ob.jected to our going to housekeeping otl1er than at their house with them. He was so op-
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posed to our going to housekeeping and that is 'vhat Norris·
and I were arguing about when he came in. He did more
than poke his nose in the crack of the door. He came clear
. over to my bed and. he said to me first, and I did not say anything to him., and he said what he did to me.
Q. V\tnat did he say 1
.A.• He said: "If you were my 'vife I would"-he stopped
and said, ''Well, I guess I had better not say it, that is too
strong, but before I got I 'vant to say to you to get this off
my mind, you are the meanest damn woman on God's green
earth. That is all I have to say." I did not open my mouth
before or after he said that to me.
Q. And J.V[r. Gentry came in to your bed room to say that!
A. Yes, he did.
page 228}

RE-RE-CROSS.

By Mr. ~1.oss:
Q. 1\irs. Gentry, I want you to be absolutely sure. I realjze, of course, that a long lapse of time makes a differnce in
tl1e memory of people, but are you positive tha.t the night yoll:_
were out and they were looking for you, you were at Mrs.
'Vright's?
: A. One night they \vere out looking for me I was at Mrs.
Wright's. I don't know what reference you have to "·the
night".
'
Q. I mean that particular night when you were out and they
\vere looking for you. 1,Vere they looking for you on any other
occasion?
. A. Not tl1at I know anything about.
Q. And still you say you were at ~frs. Wright's 1
A. Yes.
Q. Would it surprise you for Norris to come down here and.
say ·you were not there f
.A.. No, it would not.
Q. Would it surprise you if J\!frs. Wright said you were
not. there
.A.. Yes, it would.
It is stipulated between counsel for Plaintiff and Defendant that if 1\fr. Thomas Scott, of the R.ichmond Dairy Company were to testify, he would say tha.t he had known Mr. Russell Gentry for from 15 to 16 years; knows his reputation for
truth, veracity and moral conduct as b~ing of a very high degree.
·
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~IR. Jln~SE H. BINFORD,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn,.
deposed and said as follows :

page 229

~

DIRECT EXAMINATION.
.ijy Mr.. ~foss :
·
.
Q. Please state your name, age, residence a.nd occupatlon·t
A. My name is. Jesse H. Binford, 57 yea.rs old, Assistant
Su.pe,rint~ndent of Schools in Richmond.
Q. 1\tlr. Binford, are you acquainted with Mr. Russell Gentry, the father of Norris Gentry t
. A. I am.
Q. How long have you known him Y
A. Practically all my life, since he was a small boy.
Q. Are you acquainted with his reputation in the community in ·which he lives or those with whom he comes in con~
tact as to his truth and veracity and for moral conduct Y
A. Yes,, I am.
Q. Will you s.ta.te. what that reputation is Y
A. Yes, it is good. I have never heard it questioned, by
a:n~Qile.

Q. Do yon know Norris Gentry, this hoy here Y
A. I have met the boy once or twice, but don't know him
well. I knew that Russell Gentry had a son. l have s.een this
young man with him t'vo or three times only.

And further this witness sayeth not.
MR. RUSSELL GENTRY,
a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposes and
says as follows:
·

DIR,:BJOT EXA~IINATION.
page 230 r
Bv 1\lfr. ~foss:
..Q. Mr. Gentry, state your name, age, residence and occupa.tion f
A. J. Russell Gentry, 52, sheet metal contractor; 4532 W.
Seminary Avenue.
Q, Mr. Gentry, you are the father of N·orris GentryY
A. Yes.
·
Q. How long· have you been living 'vhere you are located
at. present !
A. }'ive vears this October.
Q. What. is the size of your house there Y
A. It is about 40 feet wide.
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Q. Ho'v many rooms 7
A. It has eight 1·ooms..
·Q. N olv, 1\'Irs. Gentry, J r ..-Mrs. Margaret Gentry testified
that during the time she and her husband liv·ed there in your
l1ouse you submitted her to certain indignitie.s, among which.
'\vere that you had hugged and attempted to kiss her, and attempted to feel her legs and offered her money for that purpose.. I wish you would state in your own words just what
relationship existed behveen you and Margaret Gentry!
A. Mr. Moss, my relation with Margaret was simply that
of a father to his daughter. Of course, I hugged and kissed
her, nobody in the world would doubt that, but my motive
has been innocent, from start to finish~ I have never done
anything towards lVIargaret that would in any wise be immoral ; if I did, I was certainly innocent of anything of that
kind.
Q. Did you ever make any attempt to feel her legs Y
A.. Not that I know of. If I did, it was in play.
page 231 } We played together just like ehildren.
Q. Did you offer her any money
A.. Not that I 1mow of.
Q. You know whether you did or not f
A. No, sir, I did not.
Q. Did you ever drink wine to such an extent that you
became intoxicated¥
A. No, sir, I have never been intoxicated except once in 27
years, which was before I knew Margaret.
Q. \Veil, now, Mrs. Gentry has testified that you came to
the door-I believe she said you came into the bedroom when
-your boy N or1·is said you came to the door, and put your
head in the door-and ~Ir. Gentry said you said she was the
meanest damn woman on God's green earth. Will you state
just wl1at you did say to Mrs. Hentry, if anything
A. Well, do you 'vant me. to state what led up to 'vhat I said 2
Q. Yes.
A. This particular nightQ. By the way, can you tell when it was?
.A. I don't recall to sa:ve. my life..
Q. How long was it before they separated?
A. I should say around six weeks, or something like that, to
the best of my knowledge. This particular night she went
out-she was supposed to go to a friend's home, we were down
to the store, and when we came back Norris said he could not
find Margaret, and so W·e went out to look for her.
page 232 ~ We started to look in the foundation that had
been started there to see if someone had way-laid
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h~r;

did not know what had happened to her, so we came
on back and waited; finally I walked out; I was very much
interested in Margaret at that time and I walked up to the
corner and looked; it was about 11.. :30 and here she came run. ning, across the street. I said to her : ''Margaret, where in·
the devil have you been", I believe were the words I used.
}..fr. Ambler: What?
Witness : I think I used the 'vord devil. Margaret never
opened her mouth to me. She came on in the house and went
upstairs, and the first thing I knew she and Norris were just
raising the roof fussing. That was between 1 and 1:30, so
my wife and I decided that I had better g·o in and straighte11
them up, I thought it my duty to get them straightened up.
I .went in and said: "What is the matter with you twoY"
.1\[argaret spoke up and said: "It is none of your business
.what is the matter 'vith us. I have told Norris what I
wanted to and it is none of your business. You keep out of
this.'' "\Vhat she said and the way she said it just provoked
meQ. What did you say to her?
A. I think I said she was the meanest damn woman I ever
saw.
Q. When this young couple were married, did you go with
them to W ashing·ton?
A. Yes, under protest, I did not want to go.
Q. What do you mean under protest!
page 233 ~ A. This is what I mean. I had too much work
to go; did not want to go in the first place; and to
see that they were· properly married, my wife insisted that
I had better go and finally I consented to go.
Q. Who got the license?
.
A. I don't kno,v. I did not go in with them; I suppose
Norris got the license.
Q. You say you did not get the license?
A. No, I sat out in the car with a 1virs. St. Sing and talked
to her while N ~rris and Margaret went in and got the license.
CROSS E·XAMINATION.
Bv 1v[r. Ambler:
·Q. ~fr. Gentry, to whom did you protest against going to
Washington?
A. Just in the family. I told them I could not afford to go
in the first place, and I was too busy.
Q. D~d you protest to :Miss Margaret?
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A. Well, no, I don't thi11k she asked me anything about it.
My wife was interested in seenting them get 1uarried right. .
Q. You knew this girl was about fifteen years old at that
time?
· A. I thought she was sixteen. I was led to believe she was
sixteen.
Q. Well, if she was sixteen you knew she could not get
married without the consent of her parents 1
A. In "lvVashington, I do not know-to be frank-that was
my ignorance.
·
Q. You made no effort to find out Y
A. No, I cannot say that I did. The only ef:...
page 234 } fort was, I begged l\Iargaret to tell her mother,
and the way she put it to me was that she would
not tell her mother; if she did tell her, that they were going
_to run away and get married, she 'vould try to _prevent it. I
did the best I could with the matter in hand, Mr. Ambler..
Q.. You say you begged ~Iargaret Gentry to tell her mother
that she was going to get married f
A. Yes.
Q. Did you ever object to her mother knowing it~
A. No.
Q. You went to '\Vashingtou with your son to see he was
properly married to a fifteen year old girl, or sixteen 1
A. Yes, they were married by a preacher, that was qualified to 1narry them.
Q. How old was your boy at that tin1e?
A. Twenty years old.
Q. How old did he represent himself as being in Wash.;.
ington when he obtained the license f
A. I don't know; I did not go into see anything about it.
Q. Did ·you find out subsequently¥
A. After they had Norris arrested.
·
Q. '\Vhat did the records show he represented his age as
being?
A. I. don't know.
Q. Was not a warrant sworn out for you and Norris GentrvY
..A. Yes.
Q. Not for me. No, I did not commit any perpage 235 } jury.
Q. What did the warrant charge you with 1
Contributing to her delinquency 1
A. Yes.
Q. The warrant for Norris was perjury, was it notf
A. I don't know 'vhat the warrant said.
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, Q. Then when you got to Washington you made no effort to
tind out whether she could be married to your son, who was
also a minor Y
.
A. No, so far as I was conce·rnied, I was ignorant; I thought
she could e:et .married without any trouble.
Q. Do yo'U know if she could get married in Richmond without the consent of her parentf
A. No.
Q. Why did they want to go to Washington Y
A. I don't know; I could not tell you to save ·my life.
Q. No,v, you say that you did tell this girl in her bed room
that she was the meanest damn woman in the world Y •
A. Yes.
Q. E'or what you related f
A. Yes, I was provoked to the point where I said she was
the 1neanest damn woman that I ever saw, I believe the words
were.
Q. Did you not feel that she had a right to go out and visit
her friends at night if she wished to f
A. :Nir. Amb!er, that was none of my business. We w~re
looking for 1\Iargaret because I was uneasy about
page 236 ~ her.
Q. You concede that she did have a right to ·go
to visit her friends if she wished?
A. Yes, if she visited the proper places.
Q. Do you feel you should have asked her where in the
devil she had been 1
A. I was provoked; we had been looking for her for three
hours. I was provoked up to the point that I might have said
devil. I don't kno'v if I did or not.
Q. You admit it was none of your business f
A. Yes. I thought it was my business in a sense, I was interested; I thought enough of Margaret to be interested. I
think any man would be.
Q. What time did she return home?
A. About 11 :30.
Q. Has your son ever been out as late as 11:30 at night?
.A:.. Certainly, many a time I have and I suppose he has.
Q. He is a gTown man, is he not Y
. A. Yes.
Q. You concede he has a rig·ht to go at night and stay until
11 :30, if he wishes Y
.
A. Oh, yes, sir.
Q. When you went into their bed room, what concern was
it of yours to repremand her or break in ·On a quarrel between them regarding 'vhat had oceurred that night

-------
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.A. Mr. Ambler, I think most men would be in- ' .
terested in their sons' and daughter-in-laws t wei- .:·
fare and 'vould try to straighten them out and d·<?
the best he could. That has been my policy all my life to try
to do the best I could for them and keep them together the
best I could.
·
Q. Were you not just taking your son's side when you
asked her where in the devil she had been 1
. A. I don't think so, as I said, we were looking for her and
I was worked up to that extent, that is all there was to it.
We were worked up to that point. We had gotten worked up
and worried about her.
Q. "\Vhat time was it you went to her bed room?
A. Between one and one-thirty.
Q. They had gone to bedf
A. iVIargaret was in bed; Norris was still walking the floor.
Q. What did you say when you :fil"st went in 1
A. I said: "What is the matter with you two, or can't you
quit quarreling, or something like that~ I can't reca.ll my exact words.
Q. And she told you it was none of your business, did she
notY
·
A. Yes·.
Q. It was not any of your business was itf
A. Yes, I think it was my business to try to straighten
them out.
(~. Then what did you tell herf
. A. After she talked to me so nasty, she just provoked me
so I said the words I repeated.
· . Q. Do you feel you were justified in making that
.
page 238 ~ statement to her f
A. Well, in a sense I do.
Q. In other words, you have no feeling whatever about having interfered in her relations with her husband Y
.A. No, I do not; I did it with the purest of motives.
Q. Yo usa.y you have not been intoxicated in a great many
years. I ask you "Thether or not you have drunk in any of
the time when ~Irs. Gentry was not at home f
. A. J\fr. ·Ambler, I have a. little wine in the ba.sement and I
don't suppose I take a drink of that wine once in three months
but I do it some time when I am feeling bad; as far as going
down and drinking wine for the pleasure of it, I never do.
Q. Do you reeall ever having any argument with ::1\{rs. Gen~
try about what she may have understood to be advances on
your partY
·
A. None whatever.

page 237

~
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. Q. Do you know she complained to Mrs. Sallie Gentry about
these advan~es of yours T
. A. No, sir; I don't know anything about it.
Q. Did Mrs. Gentry -ever tell you that she wanted to go to
housekeeping some place other than with you and your wife Y
A. I don't think she has ever told me, no, sir.
Q. Do you know whether she ever told your son?
A. No, I don't know. I never recall her wantin~ to go to
housekeeping, as far as saying it directly to me wa-s con·
cerned.
. Q. Your son has talked to you about it. has he not Y
A. Well, I believe after Margaret had been out
page .239 ~ that Saturday night I believe he did say that Margaret wanted to go to housekeeping some other
place, that it the only thing I know.
Q. Yon were very much opposed to his going to housekeeping on account of financial reasons, were you not?
A. No, I did not; if I thought he could have done so, it
would have been all right with my wife and I; we had agreed
if they wanted to go to housekeeping we would not sa.y anything.
'
Q. Is there anything to keep him and his wife and children.
from going to housekeeping at the present time Y
A. I 'think he knows his own mind. As far as being able
·
financially I never prevailed on him not to go.
Q. In other words, he could go if he wanted to?
A. Yes, I suppose he could if he 'vanted to, if he had the
means to go with, but at this time I don't think he has means
-enough hardly to pa:y for something to eat.
· Q. Have you not always advised him as a father that aceording to his financial means he conld not afford to live separately and apart from you and your wife?
A. No, sir, I have never advised him as to that.
Q. If you could establish a home for them elsewhere than
. with you and your wif·e, would you be willing to co-operate
with them as much as possible?
A. I would certainly have done so.
Q. Would you now Y
A. I am always willing to help them; I always have been
willing to help them, and I told Mr. Goddin on one
page 240 ~ occasion that as soon we could afford to, I was going to build a small cottage for· him and 1\largaret.
Q. Can you afford to do it. now f
A. No, sir, the way things are now, I can hardly afford to
live where I·am.

·(
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Q. How much is Norris earningT
A. I don't think he averages more than $12.00 to $15.00 or
$17.00 per week, now, but when he works full time he makes
around $27.00 per week. From now on to the first of March,
he certainly would not average certainly more than three days·
a. week during my dull season, J\fr. Ambler.
Q.. Has he been receiving $27.00' per week during the past .
summer?
A. No, sir, not all the time. His wages fluctuates anywhere·
from $20.00 to $27.00 per wee)r.
Q. During the past summer 7
A. Yes, that is my busy season.
Q. What did you pay him last week?
A. I think I paid him· $20.00 last week.
Q. And further this witness sayeth not.

'

I

NORRIS GENTRY, Recalled.
By Mr. ~Ioss:
Q. Norris, 1\tlrs. Gentry testified that she was at the home
of Mrs. Wright on the night that you all were looking for her".
I want to ask you this question. After she came in that night
you all had been looking for her, did she ev·er tell you where
she had been?
page 241 } A. Shall I repeat what she said Y
Q. Yes.
A. vVell I asked her-not to exaggerate,. I reckon ten times
trying to make' her tell me where she had been. Sbe finally·
wound up ~y telling me it was none of my business ; I think
she added damn business, though I won't swear to it; that I
did not know and I never would know where she went.
Q·. Do you kno'v today where she went~
A. I have no idea.
Q. Was she at 1\Irs. Wright's?
A. She was not tliere when I oaU there.
Q. What time did you call 1\tlrs. Wright 1
A. Around nine o'clock.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION.
Bv 1\Ir: Ambler:
.. Q. Mr. Gentry, you go out yourself' at night when you wish,
do you not!
A. Yes.
Q. You have a perfect right to, have you not?
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A. Yes.
Q. You gav:e her the same rig·lit, did yoti ~oi Y
.A. Yes, I did not object to her going out.
_
Q. no yort always tell her '\There you are going when yoti

leavet

A. Most of the time I do~
Q. If ytiu did rtot happen to, you would not feel you had
done her a wrong, would you 1
.
·
t>age 242 ~ A. Ntl, but yoti folks doh 1t seem to get my point ..
It was a little different iny going out a hight alone,
when a lady goes out at night, she needs an escort, a mali to
protect her, butwhena ~an. goes out alone at night, he doesn't
need a lady to protect him. It is very dark that time of night
along Seminary and Ohamberlayhe Avenue, and people coming from Westbrook Sanitarium, and about that time of night
people had been waylaid just before that, and it was the honest truth, I did not know b~t it would have have surprised
me if someone had Waylaid her; I was worried; that is the
gospel truth, not only was I worried, but other people were
too, ~he lady who home she .w~s supposed to have gone_ to
c~ll~d up every lla.lf hour and finally this girl s~ggested that
sh~ collie up to my home and stay With the children while r
go_ tint to look for Margaret.
.
.
Q. Were yon afraid sorrte cra.Zy person from Westbrook
might waylay her?
.
_
A. Well, when a thilig like that happens, your imagination
carries you all kinds 9f ways.
Q. Would not a.hy boy coming from Westbr.ook be just as
likely to wayl_ay yon f
. ,
_A .. I th~nk I am more capabl(} of defending myself thah a
girl like Margaret.
. _ .
.
Q. Then it \\•as pure oonce1'il for her safety that prompted
vouT
• A. Certainly.
Q. Was the interest in her safety that which prompted
your fatller to use the language \vhich he admits
page 243 ~ he used to her 1
A. Well, he was interested, too. About the language, I cannot say. .
.
_
Q. As a matter of fa.ct, :Nir. Gentry, is not the secret of tho
whole thing summed up in this, that you and your father )Joth
just kept ~fargaret G~ntry at home under close superVision
at all times as fat as it was possible to do so?
A. Absolutely not.
Q. And whenever she asserted her rights of her own, and
undertook to go out, it meant a prolonged seareh f?r her and

!I
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a reprimand from both you ahd your father upon her retlitn
homeY
A. That was the only _night. ~nyt.hing like that ever occurred,-the only night I looked fo:r her.

And further this deponent sayeth not..

JOHN JETER,
Recalled in IWbuttai..

RE-DIRECT EX.A.M!N.A.TION.
By Mr. Moss:
Q. Do y()u know Mr. Russell Gentry¥
A. Yes.

Q. Iiow long have you known hhn ~
A. About forty y.ears.
..
.
~
.
Q. .A.re you, acquainted with his reputation in the coniinunity
in which he resides £or truth and veracity and moral aonduct7

.A.. Yes.

Q. What l.s his reputation;
A. Very good. ..
.
_.. . .
Q. How long have you known Norris Gentryt
page 244 ~ .A.. ~;he hoyt
A. Yes.
.A. Ever since he was born.
Q. V\That is his reputation for truth and veracity;

A. Good.
And furth-er thl.s witness sayeth not.

MRS. MARGARET GENTRY) Recalled.
by Mr. Ambler:
..
. ,.
_.
.
Q. You ha\Te l1eard these witnesses testiry regarding the
episode wh~n Mr. R(lsseU Gent!Y r~ptl.~anded. you for going out and staying late ~at night. He _has referreq. to one
night. . Was tha.t th~ night you had reference to when you
testified heretofore 1
A. It was not.
Q. On the n1ght In que·stion when you came home, where did·
you got
_.
. .
.
4-.. Immediately I went straight upstairs to the bathroom
and locked the door.
Q. Did anyone follow you there f

Quest~~ns
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A. Norris followed me and Mr. Gentry. I cannot say
whether Mrs. Gentry did, but I know Mr. Gentry and Norris
did~

Q. Why did you go in the bath roomY
. A. Because, l\{r. Ambler, Mr. Russell Gentry met me at the
eorner and said : ''Where in the de:v:ij. have you been T'' It
just seemed to me like all my married life has been just a
snooping around among in-laws. They knew what I did;
.everywhere I went, every cent of money I handled; I never
.
.bought a pocket handkerchief but what Mrs. Genpage 245 } try knew about it and how much it cost; and it
looked like things were coming to- a climax. I
couldn't stand continual intereference and when he met me at
the corner and said: "Where in the devil have you been,
Margaret", it would have been so had if it had been Norris
who said: ""\Vhere in the devil have you been," but when
he said it and when I got to the front door the rest of the
family met me, it made me so. mad, I didn't think it was any
of Mr. Gentry's busi:~wss_:_I ·could not lock my bed room door,
so I went into the ba.th room and locked the door. Norris
wanted to come in and I said I am not going to let anyone ·
know where I was, and I went into my bed room and went to
sleep.
Q. Did Mr. Russell Gentry come into your bed room that
nightf
A. No, he did not. The night Mr~ Gentry came to my bed
room Norris and I were arguing. I wanted to go to housekeeping and· he did not want to go.
Q. Did Mr. Russell Gentry say anything to you about your
going to housekeeping~
A. Only that he could not afford to pay Norris any more
salary, except to live in his house with him.
Q. Do you know .if Mr. Russell Gentry was opposed to Norris's going to housekeeping elsewhere than with your mother-in-law?
A. Yes, I do, because ~Ir. and Mrs. Gentry both discussed.
it with me. As I said before we did not even have any discussions between yourselves ; the family simply planned my
housekeeping. When we decided we would keep house there
a.t their house, and I had my plans to go to housekeeping, they
turned it over and fixed our housekeeping rooms.
page 246 ~ I bought the furniture and selected that. But I
· went. to housekeeping where Norris wanted to go,
and not where I wanted to go.
Q. Mr. Russell Gentry stated that when you were married

Margaret S. Gentry, An Infant, :v. Norris C. Gentry.

165

he had begged you to tell your mother about the contemplated
marriage. State whether or not that is trueY
A. Yes, he asked me to tell my mother that I was going .to·
get married.
·
Q. Why didn't you do jtT
A. As I said before because I knew mother would object.
Q.. How old were you at that timeT ·
A. I was two weeks past fifteen, and Norris knew how old
I was because he gave me on my birthday two weeks before I
was married a birthday present, so he knew about it, Mr. Amt
bier, and another point is; I did not go in to get the lieense;
I stayed in the .car.
Q. Did ~Ir. Russell Gentry go in T
A. As well as I remember, he did. He says he did not. I
stayed in the car with the woman, ·and her name was not St.
Sing, but Mrs. Shelton; it was. a second marriage; w·e had a
double marriage. She married a Mr. St . .Sing, but at that time
she was Mrs. Shelton.

RE-RE-OROSS EXAMINATION.

i

~

Bv Mr. Moss:
"'Q. Did you ever tell ~irs. Sallie Gentry you \Vould be foolish to g·o to housekeeping elsewhere \vhen you could live at
Norris's parent's home for $8.50 per week~
page 247 } A. I don't remember ever tellhig her that.
Q. Do you deny it?
,.
A. Yes, I do deny it.
Q. Why didn't you tell Norris where you had been that
night, and why did you persist in your refusal to do so?
A. For this reason. Norris has been out in the evenings
and did not tell where he was, and on several occasions I found
out that he was not where he was supposed to be, and I nev~r
reproached him for it, but if I did it, I was reprimanded by
him and his family also. There is such a thing as being fed
up on a thing and I was fed up with being nagged around
by all three· of the Gentry's.
Q. You did not think Norris went out to see a girl, did you Y
. A. I have not any reason to think that, but I knew he was
among girls and ·boys.
·
Q. But you are sure you were at Mrs. Wright's that night?
A. Yes.
And further this deponent sa.yeth not.
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1\tiet this four o'clock P. M., December 8, 1931,
pursuant to adjournment, at the office of Thomas
0. Afoss, State-Planters Bank Building:

Present: Thomas 0. Moss, Esq.; Gordon B. Ambler. The
Plaintiff in person.
MRS. ADELE L. TIGNOR,
witness of lawful age, called in rebuttal by the Plaintiff,
being· first duly sown, deposed and said as follows:

a

DIRECT EX.A.l\IINATION.
By 1\ffr. Moss:
Q. Please state your :pame, age, residence and occupation T
. A. Adele L. Tignor, age 25, 3026 W. Leigh St., Richmond,
Va.
Q. 1\tfrs. Tig·or, you were summoned to appear in this ease,
were you not, and as I understood it, you are not here as a
voluntary witness.
A. No, I am not.
Q. Do you know Mrs. 1\{argaret Gentry Y
. ·A. Slightly.
Q. How long have you know her Y
A. I knew her first in 1925, but that was for just a very
short time. We were in a little play together, I did not see
her any more until last fall.
Q. Where were you living last fall and 'vinterY
A. Last fall up to the first day of December, I lived at 4803
E. Seminary Avenue.
Q. And you moved from 4803 E. Seminary to
page 249 ~ what address?
A. 3111 W. Clay St.
Q.. What day did you move?
A. I think on the first day of December, 1930.
Q. On page 211 of these depositions, Mrs. Margaret Gentry testified to the effect that on a certain night either in November or September she visited you and Mrs. Wright on a
certain Saturday night. Do you recall having seen Mrs. Gentry in your house upon any Saturday night last year?
A. No, not in my house .
. Q. Do you recall having seen her on any Saturday night
at Mrs. Wright's!
·
A. I don't recall. She could have· been and I might not
have seen her, but I do not recall having seen her.
Q. In answer to the question on page 211: ''Whom did you
I

il
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visit Y'' She answered, ''Both ·couples that night,'' referring
to you and to Mrs. Wright. Did she ever at any time visit
you at night f
A. No.
·Q. Did she ver visit you on any oth-er oooasion Y
.A. One afternoon, she came and sat on the porch. I was
lying down and I did not know she was there at first, and
when I got up I found she had left there, and I caught up
with her and walk-ed around to her home and we sat on her
porch a few minut~s and visited.
Q. Is that the only occasion in which she visited you Y
A. Yes.
Q. You are positive about that Y
,page 250 ~ A. Yes.
CROSS EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Ambler:
Q. Does Mrs. Wright live at your house Y
A. We rented Mrs. Wright's upper flat.
. Q. Do you know wh-ether Mrs. Gentry e:v:er visited Mrs.
1Vright, or not 1
A. Yes, she did visit her occasionally.
Q. Do you know if she ever visited her on any Saturday
night?
A. I don't know.· I was seldom at home on Saturday night.
Q. Was it not possible she could have visited Mrs. Wright
and also called upon you and missed you from the homeY
A. It is possible.
Q. In other words, you could not say she did not visit the
homeY
A. No.
And further this witness sayeth not.
Plaintiff rests.
Defendant rests.
Virginia:
City of Richmond, ss:
I, Mrs. Harriet W. Elam, a Notary in and for the City of
Richmond, County of Henrico, do certify that at the times
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.and places stated h~rein1 the foregoing deponents personally
appeared before me1 and gave oath to tell the truth, and I
further certify that I hav:e personally transcribed and .read
over these depositions and they are a correct transcript there~
of, to the best ·of my knowledge and belief.
pa~e

251 ~

Given under my hand this 9th day of December,.
1931.

My commission expires J nne 10, 1931.
(Signed) MRS'. HARRIE-T W. ELAM,
Notary Public.
Reporter's fee paid for in full by plaintiff, $134.30.
page 252 }

EXHIBITS FI;LED WITH DEPOSITIONS.

(EXHIBIT NO .. 1.)
page 253 }

·Margaret Gentry Exhibit #1.
205 W. 46th St.,
Richmond, V a.
Feb. 2t 1931

Dear Norris ~
Sine~ you ordered me not to return home Sat. nite I have
called you repeatedly in effort to arrange a meeting between
'US so we could talk over and straighten out our difficulties.
You have refused to talk to me or to listen to me and I ·don't
think that is quite fair. You wouldn't even let me talk to
you when I came to see you today to ask you to let me come
borne.

You know, Norris,. you are not treating me right You have
accused me unfairly and are keeping me aw~y from my home
and children unjustly.
I am writing to ask yon again to take nie back home with
you and with Buddy and June, where I rightly belong.
Please reeonsider, because although I may have done some
little thing -of which you do not approve, I have not done anything wrong, and i~ you will take me back I will try to· be

Margaret S. Gentry,:An Infant,:v. Norris

c~

.Gentry.
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just what yon want me to be. Hoping to hear from you real;
soon, I am,
·
· ,
- '
Yours to command,
{-Signed)
page 254}

·(

MARGARET.

(EXHIBIT NO. 2.)
Margaret Gentry, Exhibit #2.
Parlow, Virginia,
Thursday Night.

My darling:
Well how are you getting· on my now 1 Fine I hope. I am
kicking, but not so very high. I have lots on my mind. It is
working me hard to try a~d keep from .thinking. I am try-:.
ing hard to chase away the blues. I go as much a.s I possi-'
bly can so I won't have tim-e to think. I will tell you all
about it when I see you, and hope that won't be long. I am
going to try and come do"wn some time the first of ·February,
the :first week in February. Margaret I have lots to tell yon;·
honey I am awfully sorry; but you rem-ember what happened
the Sunday morning while I was teaching Sunday School,
well gee! it sure did raise a.lot of gossip, gee! I am sorry.
Also yon remember later on, that was simply a~vful. Iloney
I a.m coming down soon, because ther-e is so· much I want to·
tell you and honey I hate to say this but I guess you had
better wait· a little while before coming again, at least until
after I talk with you. I declare people are so da.rn silly.
Honey I guess me and ( m.y cute bea·u) will go to the dance,.
Saturday night, (the same place it was last S'atnrday night.j
Gee ! I wish you and Rosalie could be there. Gee ! we would.
have a swell time. I "\\ish you two could come, but still T
wouldn't advise you to do so, because lots of people will be
there who would know you· and of course there would be more
talk. Still we sure would have some fun .
. Well maybe things ·will be different some day. And· you,
(my beau) and myself can go to a dance and have a cute time ..
Oh ! I saw Audrey, Virginia and I-Ielen, they want me to come!
down real soon for a week ·end. They also want (:r;ny cute.
girl friend to come at the same time) you remember the new.
girl friend I was telling you about.
Honey yon know the letter you addressed to me the las1
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birn:e, well: gee! I wa.s t~rribly sorry ·but the mail man carried .
it down to Aunt Annie May's and they opened it. I think
they must be cra:zy. Said they thought it was for Ada Lee.
You know they aught to have known better. Of course I guess
they read it after opening it. Honey 'vrite to me real soon,
and a long one. Love to all and keep oddless for your own
dear self.
Always your devoted Pal.
(Signed)

ADELLE.

Burn all of my letters and I will yours. I think it is best
to destroy every little thing. 11 b111rn your bridges behind you.''
Read this letter carefully. I have a reason for writing it.
I talked with (my beau) today.
p~ge 255 ~

Now this day, to-wit:

At a Circuit Court continued by adjournment on the day
and year first herein written, to-wit: On the 14th da.y of
April, 1932; the following decree was was entered, to-wit:
.'

(DECREE OF APRIL 14TH, 1932.)
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Virginia :

In the Circuit Court of the County of Henrico.
Norris C. Gentry, Plaintiff,
vs.
Margaret S. Gentry, Defendant..
DECREE.
This cause, in which the defendant has been proc-eeded
against by service of personal process and which has reguhi:dy matured at Rules, docketed and set for hearing, came
on this day to be heard upon the bill of complaint; upon the
answer and cross bill of the defendant; upon proof of the
n;tarriage of the parties hereto and upon the depositions of

Margaret S~ Gentry, An Irifant," v. Norris· C. Gentry.
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"'itnesses duly taken and filed in accordance with the law and
'vas argu-ed by counsel.
Upon consideration whereof, it appearing to the Court, independently of any admissions of the parties in the pleadingsor otherwise, that the plaintiff, Norris C. Gentry, is domiciled
in and has been a actual bona fide resident of the State of Virginia for more than one year next preceding the institution
of this suit; tha.t the plaintiff and the defendant last lived and
cohabited together as man and wife in the County of Henrico ;
that the charge of desertion of the· plaintiff by the defendant
as having occurred upon the 31st of January, 1931, has been
fully proven by the evidence; that the allegations made by
the defendant in her cross bill have not been proven, the
Court doth dismiss the cross bill of the defendant and doth
adjudge, order and decree that the plaintiff be and he is hereby divorced from bed and board from the defendant, Margaret S. Gentry.
·
It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the plaintiff, Norris C. Gentry, shall have the care, custody and control of the infant children, namely, Norris C. ·Gentry, Jr., and
June S. Gentry, for the period from the lOth day of September of each yea.r until the lOth day of June of the following year and that from the lOth day of June of each year until
the lOth day of September of the said year, the defendant
shall have the custody, care and control of the said children
and during· the tin1e the said defendant shall have
page 257 } the care, custody and control of the said children,
the plaintiff shall pay a proper and suitable
amount to the said defendant for the maintenance and support
of the said children.
It is further ordered that when the plaintiff shall have the
custorly of the children under the terms of this order, the defendant shall have the said children every other Saturday
from noon thereof until Sunday at 6 :00 o'clock P. M. And
wh-en the defendant shall have the custody of the said children under this order, the like provision with reference to
having the said children sha.ll apply.
State of Virginia,
County of Henrico, to-wit:
I, Samuel P. Waddill, Clerk of the Circuit Court of said
County, do certify that the foregoing is a true transcript of
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the record. And I further certify that the plaintiff's counsel
had notice· of the defendant's intention· to apply for the foregoing transcript of the record.
Given under my hand this 3d day of October, 1932.
· SAMUEL P. WADDILL, Clerk.
Fee for transcript, $17.14.
A True Copy-Teste:

H .. STEWART JONES, C. C.

\
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