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when later on somebody said they needed a building permit,

39

a right to have two dwellings on one acre, that is, one

dwelling on one-half acre and the other dwelling on one~-half]

acre.,

So they had started, and I don't know of

any requirement that they think that they heard, except

and that is where they got in all this trouble, trying to
comply with the law, |
I might say this too. Going back to the
exigencies of the thing, they ‘had what you might call an
equitable title all the way fhrough for two one-half acre
lots. That is what they had been sold and that is what they
bought, and the fact that deed de;cribed it as one, I don't
think that is relevant. . I think the Board of Zoning Appeals
could have looked at it in that light, had they seen fit.

Had they been able to see something besides black and white,

they could have said, '""Here, these people really have  two lot

The man who made them the deed just didn't make it out right.

/

They can have two houses on their two lots."

They are here

before the Court now, asking the Court to see it in that

-

light, which I think is perfectly reasonable.

-

Mr. Foote says that the county is sympa-

thetic, but the county must enforce the law, I don't think
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anybody has the right to demand sympathy. I don't think the
Bonds are here to ask for sympathy, but ;_think, if sympathy
was deserved, it would be deserved in this situation. .

However, I don't seé much indication that
the county offered them sympathy.

Now he also said that it may be an undue
hardship on the Bonds, It is a hardship which everybody in
the county faces. Not everybody in the county bought their
land as two one-half acre lots. Not everybody in the county
began in 1972 to put a dwelling on one of those lots for
their son.

So not everybody faces the same hardship
as the Bonds do. They have a building down there. I would
like the Court to see it, I don't.think the Court - I don'g
know whether the Court would be inclined to see it or not,
and I don't know whether they would have time before 10:68
o'cilock. I would be happy to run the Court dan there'and
let the Court see the lay of the land and thé two buildings
thay have, |

The building they have now, which they -

have begun to convert from the garage, I am sure, if the; had

a contract to build it, is worth $15,000.00 or $20,000.00,

ircluding only a shéll of the house.
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But you turn it back into a garage, you

certainly will be destroying property, and that certainly 1ig
a useless thing to do, to deny a variaéée where no variance
was needed.

I think the Court has the authority and
has also the power to cut through the red tape which exists
and which has entangled these people in this situation.

I ask the Court to do what may be
necessary. I really don't think to grant a variance if
it is determined that no variance is necessary, and that
they are entitled to a building permit.

THE JUDGE: A1l right. I will take the
case under advisement. If I feel the necessity to take a
view of it, then I will advise counsel and we will all go

-

together and take a look at it. For now though, I will take

-

the matter under advisement,
MR, MAY: A1l right, sir.
MR, FOOTE: Thank you, sir.

(Whereupon, the hearing concluded.)
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STATE OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF ARLINGTON, to-wit:

I, Clara B. Thompson, Court Reporter,
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§20-12. Area regulations.
In the agricultural division A-1, the area regulatidns,

except for residential lots which have been legally platted

on the date of enactment of this ordinance, shall be as follows:

(1) For residential lots containing or inﬁénded to
contain a single family dwelling, the minimum lbt area
shall be one acre.

(2) For residential lots containing or inteﬁded to
contain a two family dwelling, the minimum lot area shall

be two acres.
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