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VIRGINTIA:
"IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY OF PETERSBWRG

WANDA P. HENDERSON Plaintiff
A\

DANA L. GAY, Administrator
de bonis non of the Estate of
Ruth A, King, deceased Defendant

SERVE: Dana L. Gay, Esquire
GORDON, DODSON & GORDON
10303 Memory Lane
Suite 101
Chesterfield, Va 23832
(County of Chesterfield)

AMENDED
MOTION FOR JUDGMENT

The plaintiff, Wanda P. Henderson, by counsel, moves this
Court for judgment against the defendant, Dana L. Gay,
Administrator de bonis non of the Estate of Ruth A. King,
deceased, on the grounds and in the amounts as hereinafter set
forth:

1. On or about December 9, 1988, at or near the
intersection of S. Dunlop Street and Farmer Street, within the
City of Petersburg, Virginia, the defendant's decedant, Ruth A.
King, carelessly, recklessly and negligently operated a 1981
Chevrolet motor vehicle so as to cause it to collide with the
1978 Chevrolet motor vehicle being operated by the plaintiff.

2. As a iesult thereof, the plaintiff wasicaused to
sustain serious and permanent injuries; has incurred and will

incur loss of income; has incurred and will incur medical and

1




other related expenditures; has sustained loss of earning
capacity; has suffered and will continue to suffer pain of body
and mind; has suffered-damage to her property and has had her
ability to engage in her usual activities and to enjoy life
adversely affected on account of the accident and resulting
injuries. |

3. Ruth A. King is now deceased, and Dana L. Gay has
qualified in this Court as the Administrator de bonis non of her
Estate.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff demands judgment against the
defendant in the sum of FIFTY ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY
FIVE AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($51,325.00) plus costs and interest from
the date of the accident.

TRIAL BY JURY IS DEMANDED.

PLAINTIFF'S FIRST INTERROGATORIES

Comes now the Plaintiff, by counsel, requesting the

defendant to file an answer in writing and under oath, pursuant

to Rule 4:8 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, to the
following interrogatories, amending them as additional !
information becomes available and to serve a true copy thereof on
plaintiff's counsel, within such period as prescribed by the
Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia:

INSTRUCTIONS

:
i
!
i
i
|
|

a. These Interrogatories are continuing in character, so as
1

to require you to file supplementary answers if you obtain

further or different information before trial.

<



CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that a true and exact co of the foregoing
Amended Motion for Judgment was mailed this .’lﬂ day of
September, 1990, to Dana L. Gay, Esquire, GORDON, DODSON &
GORDON, Post Office Box 130, Chesterfeld, VA 23832.

William R} Keown
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF PETERSBURG

- e e me e ey e e e G s e = em e - -

WANDA P. HENDERSON, :

Plaintiff :
V. :
DANA L. GAY, Administrator :
de bonis non of the Estate of :
Ruth A. King, deceased, :

Defendant :
_________________ H

TRANSCRIPT of trial of above-captioned case,
(Exclusive of Defendant's Motion to Strike Plaintiff’'s
evidence) heard November 26, 1991, before the Honorable

Oliver A. Pollard, Jr., Judge, with Jury.

CRANE-SNEAD & ASSOCIATES,

4914 Fitzhugh Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23230
Tel. No. (804) 355-4335

INC.
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APPEARANCES

Hardy B. Traylor, Esqire
Hazel E. Davenport, Esquire
Traylor & Morris

11923 Centre Street
Chester, Virginia 23831
Counsel for the Plaintiff

Pamela S. Baskervill, Esquire
White, Hamilton, Wyche & Shell
20 East Tabb Street
Petersburg, Virginia 23803
Counsel for the Defendant
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Hearing on --

November 26, 1991.

Motion to Exclude TesStimONY..eceececcesscececsssssesPage 4
Poll of Jury for AttendanCe..c.cccceccscsscscsssesssPage 14
Impanelling Of JurYececesescccecscccococcccsseaesesPage 17
Opening Statement (Davenport).ccesccsccscccccssssssPage 23
Opening Statement (BaskervVill)eececeeecesoesesssssoPage 39

DRIRECT CROSS REDIRECT RECROSS

Office Joseph F. Bucka 43 49 - -
Latour Dabney 52 60 67 69
Dr. Norris Johnson 71 83 90 -
Wanda Henderson 93 108 - -—-
Allie Henderson 110 - - -

The Court's Instructions to JuryYeeeecececeeceesecsesPage 113
Closing Argument (DavenpoOrt).iescecccsscssosscsscessoPage 122
Closing Argument (Baskervill)....cseeeeescescssssssPage 129
Closing Argument (Traylor)eccecececseccsescseasssssPage 138
Jury VerdiCtCOQOOOO00000000.0.......OQ....IQQ.I...Page 141

EXHIBITS

Plaintiff's Exhibits 1 and 2..ccececcscsccesssessssPage 98
Two photographs of Plaintiff's
vehicle

Plaintiff's Exhibit 3cccccreccecesscscssesceasesasssPage 105
Statement of Lost Wages

Plaintiff's Exhibit 4.....OO..'..O..Q...Q.OOOOQOOOOPage 106
List of Medical Expenses

Plaintiff's Exhibit 5'........l.........I........O.Page 108
Stipulation of Property Damage

Reported by D. McGuire.
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Name - Direct 43

* ¥k ¥

MS. DAVENPORT: Your Honor, Plaintiff
would call Officer Joseph Bucka as our first

witness.

OFFICER JOSEPH F. BUCKA, a witness called

to testify on behalf of the Plaintiff, first being duly
sworn, testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. DAVENPORT:
Q Would you state your full name for the

jury, please?

A Office Joseph F. Bucka, Petersburg Police
Depar tment.
Q What is your present position with the

Petersburg Police Department?
A I am currently working in the Patrol

Division, midnight shift.

Q Were you so employed on December the 9th,
198872
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And what were your job duties at that
time?
s
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Joseph Bucka - Direct 44

A I was a member of the Traffic Division at
that time.
Q Did you have occasion to investigate an

accident involving Wanda Henderson and Ruth King on December

the 9th of 19887

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And where did this accident occur?
A The accident took place within the City of

Petersburg at the intersection of South Dunlop Street and
Farmer Street.

Q And can you tell what the weather was that
day?

A I don't have my overlay sheet. I would
have to overlay it and check the numbers on the side. I

don't recall what the weather was precisely that day.

MS. BASKERVILL: Excuse me. I have a
copy. Do you want it?

MS. DAVENPORT: (Nodding affirmatively)

NOTE: A document is handed to the witness.

MS. BASKERVILL: (Handing document to

witness) If that's what you are referring to, that

might be helpful. 1Is that what you are referring

8
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Joseph Bucka - Direct 45

to?
OFFICER BUCKA: Yes, ma'am.
A I've got cloudy.
Q You don't have any notation as to whether

the roads were wet or dry?

A Two -- (Referring to document) I'm sorry.
The surface of the roadway was wet.

Q Thank you. Who was involved in this
accident, Officer Bucka?

A Upon my arrival there, I found a Ruth A.
King, who was operating a '78 Chevrolet four-door; Ms. Wanda
B. Henderson, who was operating a '8l Chevrolet four-door;
and a William Wilkins, who was operating a '81 Chevrolet
pickup truck.

Q Would you describe your observations when
you arrived at the scene?

A I'm sorry?

Q Would you describe your observations when
you arrived on the scene?

A Yes, ma'am. I found that the collision
had taken place at the intersection of Farmer and Dunlop.
I interviewed all parties involved. Ms. King and Wanda
Henderson, at that time, both of them indicated to me

that the other one ran the stop sign. The intersection

3
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Joseph Bucka - Direct 46

is controlled by a four-way stop sign. Also, Mr. Wilkins,
who was at a stopped position, stopped at the stop sign,
said after the collision took place, his vehicle was
involved, also

Q Officer Bucka, do you know what the speed
limit in that area is?

A Yes, ma'am, twenty-five miles an hour.

Q That was on both streets, Dunlop as well
as Farmer Street, is that correct?

A Yes, it was.

Q Would you describe the damage that you
observed on the vehicles and the locations of damage?

A The damage to Ms. King's vehicle was to
the front, Ms. Henderson's was to the left-hand side front
fender, and Mr. Wilkins' vehicle was -- it was the front of

his vehicle.

MS. DAVENPORT: Your Honor, I would like
to show him two pictures I would like to have
marked, for identification purposes, as Plaintiff's
Exhibit Number 1 and Number 2. (Handing pictures to
the Sheriff)

THE SHERIFF: Which one do you want as 1,
either one?

MS. DAVENPORT: The windshield is Number

10
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Joseph Bucka - Direct 47

NOTE: Two pictures of the Plaintiff's
vehicle are marked for identification as Plaintiff's

Exhibits 1 and 2.

Q Officer Bucka, I would like for you to
take a look at the pictures and tell me if you can recognize
them.

A It appears to be Ms. Henderson's car, yes,
ma'am.

Q Does it show the damages you saw on the

day of the accident?

A Yes, ma'am, to the left front fender.
Q Okay. And Picture Number 2?
A That also shows the front windshield, the

left front corner of the windshield of Ms. Henderson's
vehicle.
Q How would you describe the impact between

the King and Henderson vehicle?

MS. BASKERVILL: I am going to object,
Judge. He wasn't there to see the impact.

THE COURT: Objection sustained.

11
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Joseph Bucka - Direct 48

Q Did you have ny further communication with
any of the drivers involved in the accident?

A The interview that took place at the
scene, of course. Mrs. King and Ms. Henderson, of course,
both parties had indicated that the other one had ran the
stop sign. The interview that took place with Mr. Wilklins

at that time...

MS. BASKERVILL: Judge, I'm going to
object to anything Mr. Wilkins told him. He is not
a party.

THE COURT: You are saying he is not here
to be cross-examined?

MS. BASKERVILL: That's hearsay.

Q Were any of the drivers injured in the

accident, to your knowledge?

A Yes, ma'am, Ms. Henderson.
Q What were Ms. Henderson's complaints?
A The Accident Report indicates there is no

visible signs of injuries, but complained of pain and

momentary unconciousness.

MS. DAVENPORT: Thank you. That's all I

have.

12
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Joseph Bucka - Cross 49

THE COURT: Cross-examine.

CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MS. BASKERVILL:
Q Officer Bucka, what time of day did this

accident take place?

A 2:11 P.M.

Q So it was daylight?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And that is a residential neighborhood,
isn't it?

A That's correct.

Q How did you characterize that intersection

on the day that you arrived to investigate this accident in
terms of openness and any obstruction to vision?
A I recall nothing there that would obstruct

the view of either of these vehicles.

Q And, in fact, you so noted on your report?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Was there any debris in the road when you
arrived?

A Yes, ma'am. It was some in the inter-

section, but the exact, precise point, I'm not sure.

13
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Joseph Bucka - Cross 50

Were there any skid marks?

A No, ma'am.

Q All right. Did any of the parties --
either of the parties make any statements to you about their
speed immediately before impact?

A I don't have any notes in regards to it.

Q Is there anything in your investigation,
your statement, that indicated any excessive speed of either
of the parties?

A I don't recall.

Q And did anyone identify themselves to you

as a witness to this accident, other than the parties

themselves?
A No, ma'am.
MS. BASKERVILL: Thank you.
THE COURT: 1Is there any redirect
examination?

MS. DAVENPORT: Yes, sir.

14
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Joseph Bucka - Redirect 51

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. DAVENPORT:

Q With reference to the intersection where
this accident happened, are there houses on each of the
corners?

A Yes, ma'am. This is residential with
houses on each of the corners.

Q Do you recall how close to the road the
houses were situated?

A No, I don't.

MS. DAVENPORT All r.ight.
THE SHERIFF: (To the witness) You may
step down.

WITNESS STOOD ASIDE.

THE COURT: Does either side want the
witness to remain, or'can he be excused?

MS. DAVENPORT: He can go, as far as we're
concerned.

THE COURT: Next witness.

MS. DAVENPORT: Plaintiff calls Latour
Dabney, please.

MR. TRAYLOR: Judge we are going to need

15
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Latour Dabney - Direct 52

the easel in this. Could we move it around?

THE COURT: The Sheriff will help you move
the easel.

NOTE: An easel is moved to the right rear
of the witness stand.

THE SHERIFF: (To the witenss) Face the
jury and speak so the jury and court reporter can

hear you. So you have to speak up.

LATOUR DABNEY, a witness called to testify

on behalf of the Plaintiff, first being duly sworn, testified

as follows:

BY Ms.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

DAVENPORT:
A All right.
Q Mr. Dabney, would you please state your

full name for the jury?

My name is Latour Dabney.

And what is your address, Mr. Dabney?
850 Farmer Street, Petersburg, Virginia.
How o0ld are you?

Eighteen

o » O P O »

Are you presently employed?

16
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Latour Dabney - Direct 53

A

Q

A
Resque Squad.

Q

0 P O

Q

Yes, I am.
Where are you employed?

At McDonald's and Dinwiddie Volunteer

Are you also a student?

Yes, I am.

At what school?

Petersburg High School.

And what grade, what year are you in?
My senior year.

Did you observe a motor vehicle accident

at the intersection of South Dunlop and Farmer Street on

December the 9th
A
Q
on that day?
A
Q
you live there?
A
grandmas's house.
Q
A

Q

of 1988, Mr. Dabney?
Yes, ma'am.

What occasioned you to be in that vicinity

I was there to bring (inaudible).

Was this your residence. At the time, did

At the time, no, ma'am. It was my

And exactly where were you located?

In my grandma's yard, on the corner.

All right. 1I'm going to ask you to tell

the jury what happened, what you observed that day. Would

17
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Latour Dabney - Direct 54

you like to draw a diagram? Would you do that?
A Yeah, I'll try to.

Q Let me ask you to step down

NOTE: During the ensuing testimony, the
witness is standing, drawing a diagram on a sheet of

paper that has been placed on an easel.

A All right. The lady driving the other
car, she was -- first, let's start with her. (Denoting
Plaintiff Henderson) She came up here on the corner here,

right here, and stopped right there at the stop sign.

THE COURT: Excuse me. Ms. Davenport, you
are going to have a problem with your record in this
case. He said she came up here and her, and the
record isn't going to know where that is and who

stopped.

Q Mr. Dabney, you're going to need to state
the vehicle, what it looked like, or the driver, Ms.
Henderson, was in the orange-red car. I will ask you to
state which vehicle or which driver was on which road.

First of all, would you tell the jury

where you were watching from, where you were located?

18
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Latour Dabney - Direct 55

A I was right here. That's my grandma's
house right here, and I was standing right here in the yard,

right inside of the fence.

MS. BASKERVILL: For the record, I think
he needs to say, I have just drawn a circle or
whatever that was.

THE COURT: (To Ms. Davenport) You are
not going to be able to put this chalkboard into
evidence, and that's not a very effective way of
doing it. You will have to identify verbally for

the record.

Q First of all, would you state the
intersection that you have drawn?

A The intersection as Farmer and South
Dunlop.

Q Okay. Would you state on which corner

your grandmother lived, at which corner you were located?

A I was located on the south corner.
Q Southeast or west?
A Southeast corner of Farmer and

South Dunlop?
Q Southeast corner. Thank you. Would you

describe, and try to use something descriptive of the vehicle

19
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Latour Dabney - Direct 56

or of the driver?

A Okay. Ms. Henderson, she came up here to
the corner and had stopped at the stop sign. Then this other
guy driving a white pickup truck, he came down, and he
stopped at the corner, right here. Then they both were --
looked like they was, you know, not finding out who was going
to go first. But before then, she had looked both ways,
before the guy came down.

So after, I guess, she seen he won't going
to go, she decided to pull off. And at the same time I had
noticed this lady named Ms. King -- I didn't notice her until
she was right here at my grandma's yard: She has a big oak
tree where it sits -- I was standing right beside it. And I
didn't notice her car come up until her front end was past
the tree.

And when the front end went past the tree,
that's when I noticed she was going to run the stop sign.
Then when she got to the corner, she slammed on brakes and
the car slid into the intersection, hitting Ms. Henderson,
and pushing her into this guy right here at the corner, into
the white pickup truck.

Q Where was Ms. Henderson when you first saw
Ms. King. Where was the orange car, Ms. Henderson's car,
when you first saw Ms. King approach the intersection?

A Just about right here, right in the middle

<0
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Latour Dabney - Direct 57

of the intersection.

Q And for what distance or time were you

able to observe Ms. King?

A Well, I guess about four or five seconds.

Q How fast would you estimate Ms. King was
traveling?

A Forty to fifty miles per hour.

Q Did Ms. King stop at the stop sign.

A No, ma'am.

Q Did Ms. Henderson stop at the stop sign?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. You can return to your seat. Thank

you.

NOTE: The witness returns to his seat in

the witness box.

Q What did you do after the accident?
A I jumped over my grandmother's fence and
ran directly to her car. (Pointing to Ms. Henderson)
Q And why did you go to her car?
A Because seemed like she was holding her
head.
Did you converse with Ms. Henderson?

A Yes, ma'am.

<1
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Latour Dabney - Direct 58

Q And what did she say to you?

A She said, "That lady just hit me and my
neck is hurting."

Q Did you hear any statements by any of the
other drivers?

A Yeah. The guy in the white pickup, he

just set there at the intersection, and he didn't want to...

MS. BASKERVILL: I'm going to object.
THE COURT: Objection sustained.
(To the witness) You can't say what the

man in the truck said. He is not here to testify.

Q Who, if anyone, was injured, to your
knowledge?
A Her. (Denoting the plaintiff)

MS. BASKERVILL: I'm going to object,
Judge. I don't think he can draw that conclusion.
THE COURT: I will agree.

Ms. Davenport, unless he saw blood or

saw something -- he is not a doctor.

Q Did you see any indication of any injury?

A She was holding the back of he neck with
s
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Latour Dabney - Direct 5%

her hand.
Q Thank you. I want to show you two
pictures, also.

(To the Court) If I could have the two

pictures.

NOTE: The Sheriff hands the pictures to

Ms. Davenport, who shows them to the witnsss.

Q Would you look at those two pictures and

tell me if you can identify them?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And what is it?

A That was the car that she was driving.

Q And does it show the damage as you saw it
that day?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Thank you. Mr. Dabney, on the day of this

accident, did you know any of the three drivers?
A No, ma'am.

MS. DAVENPORT: Thank you.

<3

CRANE-SNEAD & ASSOC., INC.




0o 9 o v -

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24

25

Latour Dabney - Cross 60

CROSS~-EXMAINATION
BY MS. BASKERVILL:
Q Mr. Dabney, you didn't know Ms. Henderson

before the accident?

A No, ma'am.

Q You hadn't just seen her in the grocery
store?

A Yes, ma'am. But I don't know her as a

person, if that's what you're speaking of.

Q Okay. But you knew of her?

A No. All I know, I seen her in the grocery
store, buying groceries. She was another face.

Q And when did you make the connection,

immediately when you saw her?

A After the accident?

Q That's right.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And do you have any family connection with

her, or does she have any employment relationship with

anybody in your family?

A Not to my knowledge, I don't.
Q Your father doesn't work with her?
A I guess he does. I don't know, I don't

stay at home half the time. 1I'm gone half the time from

home.

<4
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Latour Dabney - Cross 61

Q When you say, I guess he does, I mean,
what are you basing that on? Do you know or not whether your

father works with Ms. Henderson?

A No, I don't.

Q You do not?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you tell the police officer that you

had seen this accident?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you tell anyone that you had seen this
accident or did you have any contact with any of the
participants in this litigaiton until October of this year?

A Can you rephrase that? Can you say that
again?

A Did you tell any of the people in this row
(Dénoting counsel tables) either me, Ms. Henderson, or Mr.
Traylor, or Ms. Davenport -- that you had seen this accident,
at any time before October of this year?

A No, ma'am.

Q All right. At the time you saw this
accident, you were not a licensed driver, were you?

A No, ma'am.

Q All right. And did I understand your

testimony that when you saw Ms. King, she was already past

you?
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A Yes, ma'am?

Q Okay. And did I also understand your
testimony that Ms. Henderson was already stopped at the stop
sign before the pickup came to the intersection?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q All right. How much distance -- well let
me see if I can ask this clearly. I want to know how much
distance Ms. King's vehicle traveled in the time it took Ms.

Henderson to go from the stop sign to where the impact

occurred?
A Car lengths?
Q However you want to express it.
A Two and a half car lengths.
Q And how far did Ms. Henderson travel from

the stop sign to the point of impact?

A Measuring by her car?

Q However you want to describe it?

A I guess her car would be about two.

Q All right. 1In fact, Ms. King never left

what would be her lane of travel, is that correct? She never
went into the oncoming lane of Farmer Street, is that right?
A No, ma'am.
Q All right. And then Ms. Henderson had not
gotten more than halfway through the intersection when the

impact occurred, is that correct?

<6
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A That's right.

Q So whatever distance it took her from the
stop sign to where they collided, Ms. King stayed in her own
lane, is that correct?

A That's right.

Q All right. And you had no trouble seeing

Ms. King's vehicle at all, did you?

A No, ma'am.

Q It is a fairly open intersection, is that
correct?

A That's right.

Q And you had no trouble seeing Ms.

Henderson's vehicle?

A No, ma'am.

Q And is it your testimony that you knew
from the first time you saw Ms. King that she was not going
to stop?

A What you mean saw, that I knew?

Q All right. Well, let me ask it another
way: Did you ever see Ms. King, according to your version of
the story, slow down?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you...

THE COURT: Ms. Baskervill, just a minute.

We have to take a recess.

<7
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Latour Dabney - Cross 64

NOTE: The jury leave the courtroom at
10:45 a.m., after which the trial resumes as

follows:

THE SHERIFF: The witness, too?

THE COURT: No, that's all right.

Mr. Traylor, you have been, with your
head, giving signs, directions to the witness,
before they answer.

MR. TRAYLOR: No, Your Honor, not to my
knowledge, that I knew of it.

THE COURT: The Court officials all have
seen the same thing I have. You cannot instruct
the witness, by signs with your head, how to answer
a question.

MR. TRAYLOR: Well, it's just unbeknownst
to me. |

THE COURT: If I see it again, I'm going
to declare a mistrail.

MR. TRAYLOR: Pardon the Court, I really
didn't know that I was doing that.

THE COURT: Do you want to ask the Clerk's

Deputy or the Sheriff's Deputy? They both have

<8
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seen the same thing.

MR. TRAYLOR: I will try not to look at
the witness.

THE COURT: And I saw it that time. Your
head was just going like that. (Making motion with
head)

Ms. Baskervill, with that information, I
think you should know that this has been going on.

MS. BASKERVILL: I will keep going,
Judge. I will keep going; I will waive it for now.

THE COURT: (To the Sheriff) You can ask

the jury to come back.

NOTE: The jury returns to the courtroom,

at 10:50, after which the trial resumes as follows;

MS. BASKERVILL: Could I ask the court

reporter to read the last question?

NOTE: The court reporter reads the
pending question as follows: Question: All right.
Well, let me ask it another way: Did you ever see
Ms. King, according to your version of the story,

slow down?"

<9
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JURY IN

THE COURT: Members of the jury, I
apologize for sending you out. It is just a
technical matter I had to take care of.

(To Ms. Baskervill) Go ahead.

Q Mr. Dabney, I was asking you about what
you had observed about the speed and actions of Ms. King's
vehicle. From the point where you first began observing it,
did you see Ms. King diminish her speed from that point to
the point of impact?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you earlier say you saw her apply the
brakes though, and skid through the intersection?

A Yeah, but her car didn't slow down.

Q It didn't even slow down after the
application of brakes?

A No, ma'am, because it had the accident.

Q And where in relation to the intersection
were you when you saw the slide begin?

A Right at the stop sign.

MS. BASKERVILL: Thank you.

THE COURT: Is there any redirect?

S0
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MS. DAVENPORT: Yes, Your Honor, I have a

few more gquestions.

REDIRECT EXMAINATION

BY MS. DAVENPORT:

Q Mr. Dabney --
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Why did you not talk to the police when

the police arrived at the scene of the accident?

A Because it was the type of neighborhood
that the accident happened in.

Q And what would be the problem with talking
to the police officer?

A The type of neighborhood I live in, it's
dangerous around there. You know, there was a car, two
females, you still don't talk to the police -- you don't see
nothing, you don't hear nothing, that's the type of
neighborhood that I live in.

Q I want to ask you one more time exactly

where Ms. King was located when you first saw her.

A When I first saw Ms. King?
Yes.
A Where was she located? She was located on
31
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Farmer Street.
Q Okay. And approximately what distance

from the intersection?

A Two and a half car lengths.

Q Two and a half car lengths?

A Uh-huh. (Indicating affirmatively)

Q Were you closer to the intersection or

further from the intersection than she was?

A I guess I was more -- you know, I guess
kind of like when I first seen her was like a fifty-fifty,
I guess, you would say.

Q You were about...

A The same. I was from the front of her,
here -~ see, I was standing right beside the tree. Like
this is the tree right here, and I was standing right here.
Her car was going right past me. I was beside the tree.

Q And where was Ms. Henderson's car when you
first observed Ms. King?

A Just gone through the intersection -- it
had started through the intersection.

Q And what would you estimate Ms.
Henderson's speed as she went through the intersection?

A Forty to fifty miles.

Q I'm sorry, Ms. Henderson.

Oh, Ms.'Henderson? Ten to fifteen. She

32
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had pulled off slow.

MS. DAVENPORT: That's all I have. Thank

you.

THE COURT: 1Is there any recross?

RECROSS EXAMINATION
BY MS. BASKERVILL:

A Mr. Dabney, this accident happened in
broad daylight, didn't it?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And you knew all it was, was an automobile
accident. It wasn't a drug deal, there was nothing shady
about it, was there?

No, ma'am.
And it involved two females?

Yes, ma'am.

o p» O p

Was anyone else standing around other than

Ms. King, Ms. Henderson, and the driver of the pickup?

A Me.
Q And you, and the police officer?
A No, I left before the police off icer came

there.
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Q But it wasn't like it was a crowd around.
A No, ma'am.
Q All right. Before you saw Ms. King, did

you hear her coming down the street?

A No, ma'am.

MS. BASKERVILL: Thank you.

THE SHERIFF: (To the witness) You may
step down.

MS. DAVENPORT: He can leave. Your Honor,
this witness can go, as far as I'm concerned.

THE COURT: Ms. Baskervill, is there any
objection to this witness leaving?

MS. BASKERVILL: No, sir.

WITNESS STOOD ASIDE.

MS. DAVENPORT: The Plaintiff calls Dr.

Norris Johnson.
THE SHERIFF: Face the jury and speak out
clear so the jury and the court reporter can hear

you.

34
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-

DR. NORRIS JOHNSON, a witness called to
testify on behalf of the Plaintiff, first being duly sworn,
testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. DAVENPORT:

Q Sir, will you please state your full name

for the jury?

A I'm Norris J. Johnson, M.D.

Q And where is your office located, Dr.
Johnson?

A 3900 River Road in Ettrick, Virginia.

Q Are you licensed to practice medicine in

the Commonwealth of Virginia?

A Yes, I am.

Q And where did you receive your medical
education?

A I finished medical school at Howard

University and did a family préctice residency through the
MCV programs at Chippenham Hospital Health Center for Family
Practice.

Q And, Dr. Johnson, do you specialize in any

particular field of medicine?

A Yes, family practice.
Q Will you explain to the jury what is
35
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involved in the field of family practice?
A Family practice generally does minor
surgery, internal medicine, pediatrics, some matter of

psychiatry, and some of the surgery and orthopedics.

Q How long have you practiced medicine, Dr.
Johnson?
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