
IN THE 

AT RICHMOND 

RECORD NO. 801640 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE, 

Appellant 

v. 

CONNIE GALE PETERS ROCHELLE, 

JOINT APPENDIX 

Gwendolyn Jo M. Carlberg 
Law Office of Gwendolyn Jo M. Carlberg 
420 South Washington Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Gounsel for Appellant 

Appellee 

GILBERT K. DAVIS, Esquire 
6801 Whittier Avenue 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

Counsel for Appellee 

LAWYERS PRINTING COMPANY 7Vi & Franklin Bldg. Richniono, V i rgin i a 23219 (804) 648-3664 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Order of Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
District Court of the County of Arlington of 
October 25, 1978 

Petition of Connie Rochelle in the Circuit 
Court of Franklin County 

Transcript of Hearing, November 14, 1978 

Order of Circuit Court of Franklin County 
pursuant to hearing of November 14, 1978 

Report of Carolyn Riesenman, Senior Probation 
Counselor, Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
District Court, Arlington County of 
March 6, 1979 

Report of Ellen H. Holscla~, Se nior Social 
Worker, Department of Social Services, 
Franklin County, May 23, 1979 . 

Deposition of Susan Wargo of June 18, 1979 

Deposition of Mary Patricia O'Donnell of June 
20, 1979 

Transcript of Hearing, July 6, 1979 . 

Exhibits: 

No. 1 - Te l e phone statement 

No. 2 - Envelopes stamped uncla imed 

No. 3 - Mr. Roche lle's Resume . 

No. 5 - Photographs of Mr. Rochelle's 
home (Six parts) 

No. 7 - Credit card charge s record 

No . 8 - Drawings of Mrs. Roche lle ' s D. C. 
Apar tment a nd Mr . Rochelle ' s ho use in 
North Arl i ngton , Virgini a 

- i -

1 

2 

4 

92 

94 

106 

110 

120 

142 

408 

409 

410 

412 

415 

46 5 



Separation Agreement 

Memorandum of Points and Authorities in 
Support of Awarding Custody to Defendant, 
June, 1 979 

Custody Order of Circuit Court of Franklin 
County of August 10, 1979 

Bill of Complaint of Carl Rochelle, October, 
1979 

Answer of Connie Rochelle 

Custody Order of Circuit Court of Franklin 
County of December 27, 1979 . 

Transcript of Hearing, June 25, 1980 . 

Custody Order of Circuit Court of Franklin 
County of July 14, 1980 

Assignments of Error . . . . . . .. 

- ii -

467 

474 

480 

484 

486 

488 

489 

579 

580 



-----

,. 'l'his action cnrne on t o be heard this 25th cJay o f Octo'bd 

)1 
jJ l 978, there being present the f ;:i ther o .:· the children named in the 

caption, Carl Rpchalle: his counsel, Gwendolyn Jo Carlberg, Esq. r 
\ 

!1 Carolyn Riesenman, Probation counselor of thi• court; and the ,, 

r presence of the children being ~aived; and 

It appearing_ to the court that earl A. Rochelle, II! 

and John A. Rochelle are children within the purview of the 

Juvenile and l)Omes~ic Relations ~istrlct Court Law and amendment s 

that temporary custody of the said children should be granted to 

their father, Carl Rochelle, pending a f urther custody hearing 

and notification to the mother, Connie Rocheller it is 

ADJUDGED AND ORDERED that Carl A. Rochelle, III and 

John A. Rochelle be, and they hereby are, within the purview of 

the Juvenile and Domestic Relations ui s trict court Law and amend·-

ments, and the Court takes custorly and g rants temporary · custody 

of the said children to their father, Carl Rochelle, r ending a 

further custody hearing on November 15, 1978, at ll;OO A.M. and 

the Clerk i s to nctify the mother of the pendency of the said 

hearing. 

ENTERED '!'HIS 25TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 1978. 

Andrew B. Ferrari, Judge 

,\ i •·:. :~ ;:::.11·1 

1 



11 

I 
I 

i' .I 

I! 
. i 
I 

.i 
I 

1. 

Ii 
JI 
; 

I' 

11 
11 

11 
11 

11 

A W OF'F'1Cl! 9 j

1 

<!. D A V IS. RAINE 

~ DAVIS 

I 

PETITION 

COvtES NOW the plaintiff, Connie Ga le Pete rs Poe re lle, by 

counsel, em rnovee tre Court aA follow~. ro-wlt: 

t. That she and her husband, Carl Arthur Hoche:te were 

lawfully mar ..-led on ' 11a rch 5, 1971. in Sloux Falls , South Da kora. 

2. That there were two chil dren born of the ~nardage, to-·.vtt: 

Carl A1 thur f ochelle, Tll, age !'!ix, aro John Alfred l' ochelte, age three. 

3. That the parties last lived together as man and wlfe ln 

Arlington, V trgtnta, at 4409 North 36th Street. 

4. That the defeooant presently ~sides at 4301 North 39th 

Street, Arllngton, Vlrglnla 22207, and ls employed with ABC News and 

whose wor\c address lA l 124 Connecticut Ave., N. W., Washl~ton, D. 

c. 20036. 

S. That heretofore both chlldren were enrolled ln private 

r-1choolc::, the s::l ld Carl Arthur Pochelle, III, being enrolled at Georgetown 

Day School, and that tl"e salc1 John Alfred Irnctelle being enrolled at the 

Chesterbrook Monres~od School. 

6. T hat your pla lntltf has bee n a I lfe -l ong 1 e s ide nt of the 

Commonweal t h CX. Ylrginla and pres ently resides at Foute I, Rocky Mount, 

Virginia, wlth rer two children. 
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7. That she aoo rer husband have been separated sioce 

June 15, 1978. 

8. That your plaintiff is presently unemployed and le ln 

recese ltous circumstances. 

WHERE FORE, your plaintiff prays that proper process will 

lssoo; that the defeooant be made a party to this action; that he be 

required to a rawer same under oath; that the plaintiff be awarded 

custody of the infant children born of the marriage; that sre be 

awarded attorney's fees and court costs; that she be awarded reasonable 

chlld support payments for the support, education and maintenance of 

the said infant children; that she be awarded spousal support, she being 

ln necessitous circumstances am bel~ unemployed at the present time; 

that she be awarded all costs tn her behalf experrled in this cause and 

that she be afforded such general and further relief as this cause may 

require. 

Wit lia m G. Davis 
Davt~. D~vii;, P.aire & Oavis 
ll3 E. Court Street 
Rocky Mount, Vir ginia 241~1 

CONNIE G.ALE PETE RS ROCHELLE 

By~/j~ / , / __,_. -""-fl-=--k--.-u~f I_ 
lllfOu r.ee l 

3 



V I R G I N I A : 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FRANl': LI N COUNTY 

CARL A. ROCHELLE, ) 
) 

Plaintiff ) 
) 

v. ) T R A N S C R I P T 
) 

CONNIE GAIL (PETERS) ROCHELLE ) 
) 

Defendant ) 

The following constitutes a transcript of the r e cord 
in the above-styled case, heard before the Hono rabl e 
B. A. Davis, III, in the Circuit Court of Franklin 
County, on November 14, 1978: June 6, 19 79 , and June 
25, 1980, of the divorce and custody hea r ings, a nd 
which were electronically r e corded. 

PRESENT: 

For the Plaintiff: 

Da vid A. Mele sco, Esqui r e 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 

and 
Ms. Gwendolyn Jo M. Carlbe rg, Es quire 
117 North Fairfax Stre et 
Alexandr ia, Virginia 

a nd 
Ms. Dorothy P. Dil lon, Esquire 
Rocky Mount , Virginia 

For the De fenda nt: 

Willi a m G. Da vis, Esq ui re 
Rocky Mount, Virgi nia 

a nd 
Gordon H. Shapiro, Esquire 
3 24 Wa s hingto n Ave., S. w. 
Roa nok e , Virg i nia 

a nd 
Charl e s P. Alexander, Esquire 
1 11 Eas t Bu rw<?l. l S treet 
Sd l e m, Vi r 0 in ia 

- - ·-- --- -· --·--- --···- - - -
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Upon the opening of court at 9:00 a.m. on the morning 

2 of November 14, 1978, the case of Rochelle v. Roche lle was 

3 called, and the Court Reporte r was sworn, whereupon the 

4 following occurred: 

5 MR. MELESCO: Judge, before we begin, I'd like to show 

6 you a copy of an order granting my client custody in the 

7 Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court in the City of Arling-

8 ton, dated the 25th of November .•. October of this year, 

g which we feel is enforceable. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

THE COURT: You feel is what, Mr. Melesco? 

MR. MELESCO: Enforceable. We have legal custody of 

these chi ldren. Had the hearing up there. 

THE COURT: Where are the childre n at this time? 

MR. MELESCO: You'll ha ve to ask Mrs. Rochelle. She 

15 took the m a way ... 

16 THE COURT: Are they within the jurisdiction of this 

17 Court? 

18 MR. MELESCO: They're in the jurisdiction of this Court 

19 but she's already moved them out of one Court's jurisdiction. 

20 THE COURT: It might well be, but if it's within the 

21 jurisdiction of this Court, I can hear the petitio n. 

22 MR. MELESCO: I'm not going to argue that finding. It 

23 just s eems to me that, you know, that she's just fishing .•. 

24 

25 

THE COURT: We ll, I don't kno w if she is or not • . • 

MR. DAVI S : If your Honor plea se . 

8 
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-·· · - --, 
I 

THE COURT: The evidence may reveal that; it may not. 

2 MR. DAVIS: Our position is simply this: The order 

3 was dated on the 25th of October of '78. Ostensibly, I 

4 don't know what the, what the ... I don't like the insinuation I 

5 that Mr. Melesco is making. This woman can 't ..• she's a 

6 native of Franklin County. She lived here most of her adult ! 
I 

7 life. She filed this particular suit on the 24th, and I I 
a don't know whether her husband knew that the, the suit had 

g been filed here and he went up there and tried to get a 

10 court order reversed. I ... 

11 THE COURT: Where did they l as t live together? 

12 MR. DAVIS: They last live d together in Arlington, 

13 your Honor. 

14 MR. MELESCO: In Arlington. She's only been here 

15 three weeks. 

16 THE COURT: Where were the child r e n living at the 

17 time before they ... 

18 MR. MELESCO: Arlington. 

19 THE COURT! ... filed their petit i op? 

20 MR. DAVIS ~ No, they were .. . sometime in June or July, 

21 as I understand it, Mr. and Mrs. Rochelle had been living 

22 together in Arlington for some considerable period of time 

23 just up to, up to June or July, at which time she left with 

24 the children and we nt to Washington, D. C., and s taye d 

25 approximate ly three , two ... three or thre e and a half months 
I 
I 
I ---- - ---- -- - ·- - - 9 - ---~ 



_..._----------- ·-- - ------- - . -- ·- -

or something like that, and at which time she moved , r emove d 

2 hersel f back to Fr anklin County with the c h ildren . Now , 

3 that's my understanding of the facts . 

4 MR . MELESCO: Judge, we agree with eve rything except 

5 the evidence will be that when she left she didn ' t take t he 

6 children. She went to D. c., then came back a nd got the 

7 children out of school and then ca me down here with them. 

a The children are residents of Ar~ington. 

9 THE COURT: Mr. Melesco, according to the laws of the 

10 Commonwealth, I can hear it if the children are within the 

11 jurisdiction of this Court. 

12 MR. ROCHELLE: Sir, if ... 

13 THE COURT: What you 're trying to say is that that 

14 forecloses the matter without any other question on i t . 

15 

16 

17 

MR . MELESCO: No , sir ... 

THE COURT: It does not. 

MR. MELESCO: What I'm trying to s ay , hypothe t i c a l ly, 

18 I go to Charlotte sville and t a k e Tod t o a f ootba l l game . 

19 That doesn ' t make me a r e side nt of Charlottesville . 

20 THE COURT : Well, the y ' ve vo uc hed to t h e Court t ha t 

21 she ' s a native of Fra nklin County and that they ' re livi ng 

22 h e re. It's not a pass e rby . And I ha ve no reason t o disbe-

23 lieve tha t unles s you can ... 

24 MR . MELESCO: All right . We 'll j us t wait a nd see wha t 1 

25 the e vidence de ve l ops . 

10 



'j . 

THE COURT: ... show me it's not corre ct. 

2 CONNIE PETERS ROCHELLE 

3 the Complainant in this pro~eeding, after having 

4 first been duly sworn, testifi e d as follows: 

5 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

6 BY MR. DAVIS: 

7 Q. Your name is Connie Rochelle? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. And where co you live now? 

10 A. I live at Route One, Rocky Mount, Virginia. 

11 Q. And where is that? What particular part of the 

12 county? 

13 A. It's across from Franklin Memorial Par k, near 

14 Boones Mill. 

15 Q. All right. And how long have you lived there? 

16 A. I've lived there, I believe, for about three, four 

17 weeks. 

18 Q. All right. And you came from ... l e t me go back. 

19 Are you, we re you born and raised in Franklin County. 

20 A. No. I was born and raised ... ! wa s born in Da n-

21 ville, Virginia, but I went to e l ementary, junior high and 

22 high school in Franklin County, and my ... 

23 Q. Are you ... e l cmentary, junio r high and high school 

24 in Fr anklin Coun ty. 

25 A. Right . And my pa r ents a re he r e , so we 've just 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

__ J 
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Connie Rochelle - Direct (Davis) 

kind of . . . 

2 Q. Do your parents live here now? 

3 A. Yes, they live in Fe rrum. 

4 Q. And how long have they lived here? 

5 A. Seventeen o r eighte en years . 

6 Q. All right. I informed the Court that you we re a 

7 life long resident . That's a little bit incorrect then . 

a your f irst few years you were a resident o f Da nville. Is 

9 that correct? 

10 A. Richmond, when I was younger . I was born in 

i 

The ) 
I 

11 Danville , but f or most of my li fe I went to school and lived 

12 here . 

13 Q. All right . You married Mr. Rochelle when? 

14 A. March 5th, 1971, I believe . 

15 Q. All right now, were the r e any childre n born of 

16 this marriage? 

17 A. Two . 

18 Q. And what are the c hi l dre n , child r e n's na me s a nd 

19 ages ? 

20 A. Carl is six and a half, and John is three and a 

21 half. 

22 Q. Where d id you last live togeth e r as man and wife 

23 with Mr. Rochelle? 

24 A. We live d at 4409 North Thi rty- Sixth Stre e t in 

25 Arlington. 

~-------·-· ------ -·- - --- ··. ·· ·--·-_J 
12 
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.---- --·- - --·--------- - --·-··- . -
Connie Rochelle - Direct (Davis) 

Q. All right, and when did you cease ..• Arlington, 

2 Virginia? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. When did you stop living at that address? 

5 A. June 15th, 1978. 

6 Q. Well, what happened on June the 15th? 

7 A. Well, we, we agreed to separate. I no longe r 

a wanted to live in the situation where I was beaten, where I 

9 was not allowed to write a check, where I was, my husband 

10 was never at home. He works Wednesday through Friday from 

11 2:00 o'clock unti~ ... he's scheduled from 2:00 o'clock until 

12 . 10:00 o'clock at night and the option of him working until 

13 midnight is unknown usually until each day of the week, and 

14 he works every weekend and has from the time we got married. 

15 

16 

And I, my children were g e tting older, we had no social li fe

1 
My children had no social life . And I got tired of living 

17 

18 

in that kind of situation. I wanted my children to have a i 
l{fe, and I wanted a life for myself. ' 

19 Q. All right. You also ... you say you, you mutually 

20 agreed to separate on the 15th of June 1978. Is that cor-

21 rect? 

22 A. Well, the only, yes. And the reason that I left 

23 first is only b e cause his house wasn't ready that he move d 

24 into for two weeks. And he moved ... if, if my apartment had 

25 not b een ready we would have left at the same time . 

I 
- -~ 

13 
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---- ---- ·- - -· - ··-- - ·-. - -- --- --- --·--~ 

Conni e Rochel le - Direc t (Davis ) 

Q. Well, in other words , you all had a h ome? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And you move d out two weeks prior to him moving 

4 into another apartment? 

5 A. Into another house , yes . 

6 Q. Was the home yours? Did y'al l purchase it or wa s 

7 it rented? 

8 A. Rented. We never owned a home . 

9 Q. And you moved to Washington, D. c. 

10 A. Right. 

11 Q . Which i s . . . 

12 A. Right across the bridge. 

13 Q. All right. And were the chi l dren with you at that 

14 time whe n you l ef t? 

15 A. No. Whe n I l eft , the children we nt to their grand 

16 mother's in North Carolina, and they were there f or most of 

17 the rest of tr,e.summer. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q. Is that Mr . Rochelle ' s mother and father? 

A. Ye s . Mother, yes. And it h ad not bcen . . . no agree~ 
ment or arrangements had been made when I left . There was, I 

I 
t here was no agreeme nt r egarding the children , and when they I 

I 

began school, they were with me five days a week and wi th my : 

husband two days a week. 

Q. All right now , l et ' s s ay when the y b egan . Did 

25 the y go to schoo l in Carol i na o r in Wa shington or in 

---····J 
14 
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- -------· -- --
Connie Rochelle - Direct (Davis) 

Arlington? 

2 A. One of my sons went to school in Arlington, and 

3 one went to school in Washington , D. C. 

4 

5 

6 

7 '78? 

8 

9 

Q. All right. What is •.• 

A. Down the street from .•• 

Q. All right now, at this ... this was in September of 

A. Yes . 

Q. All r i ght . At this time you had an apartment and 

10 your husband had an apartment . 

11 A. He had a house and I had an apartment, right. He 

12 lived in Arlington and I lived in Washington until I could •.• 

13 I didn ' t have a job so I , I was trying to find a job and , 

14 and set up so that I could see my children. 

15 

16 

Q. All right . Where were the chi ldren at this t ime? 

A. They , since they started school, the children have 

17 been with me five days a week , and they 've been with him 

18 Monday and Tuesday . 

19 Q. They , all right . Stop just a minute . That's what 

20 I'm getting at . You , you're in your . apartment; he's in 

21 his house ; school starts up in northern Virginia . Okay? 

22 

23 

A. Right. 

Q. All right . So then the children were • .. who got 

24 the childre n from Carolina? 

25 A. He did. 

15 



.---- -- ----·- ··- . .. - ·-· ·· ·-- -- ·- . 

Connie Rochelle - Direct (Davis) 

Q. All right. And then, were, where did the children 

2 have their home base of operation at when they got back to 

3 northern Virginia? 

4 A. Well, they spent most of their time with me. Now, 

5 they had their beds and toys at his house because he refused 

6 to let me take them. I went there to get school clothes, 

7 and I was told that I couldn't take anything from the house. 

8 And it's been a series of power plays with attorneys for the 

9 last two months, but I don't have the, the finances for nor 

10 do I have the emotional energy to put out for that when I 

11 can be spending my time positively w,ith my c hildren. 

12 Q. All right. You say five days a week you had your 

13 children. What do you mean ... how was that ..• 

14 A. 
i 

The days that he, that he, he was off on Monday and 
I 

15 Tuesday, and the children would spend the night at his house 

16 then and they would be with me Wednesday through Sunday. 

17 Q. At your home? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. All right. And did ••. this continued up until when?! 

I 
! 20 This arrangement. 
' 

21 A. Until I left. 

22 Q. I know, but approximately when was that? 

23 A. I don't know. To date it was about three or maybe 

24 four weeks ago this weekend, this Friday o I don't know 

25 exactly the date. 

16 
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. - --------- -·-- ·- ----- ---· 
Connie Rochelle - Direct (Davis) 

Q. All right. You came to Rocky Mount with your 

2 children. Is that correct? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. All right ~ And did you find a place to stay 

5 inunediately? 

6 A. Oh, yes. 

7 Q. Where were you staying at that time when you first 

a got here? 

9 A. When I got here I spent one night with my parents 

10 and moved into my house the next day. 

11 Q. All right. That's what I'm getting at. You 

12 moved into ..• 

13 A. Where I am now, yes. Yes. 

14 Q. All right. Where a r e the childre n now? In othe r 

15 words •.. 

16 A. They're in school. 

17 Q. Ar e they e nrolled in school? 

18 A. Oh, yes. 

19 Q. Where? 

20 A. My older son is in first grade at Boone s Mill 

21 Elementary, and my younger son is in preschool at Child's 

22 World in Roa noke. And I found a job. And he's in Ro anoke 

23 because I can ... my hours are 9:00 to 5:00 and I can take him 

24 to work, or to school as I got to work. It's on the way. 

25 And I pic k him up when I l eave work. 

-- - ----- . __ ___ __J 
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...---- - ----- ---- -- -
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Q. How are the c hildren doing now? 

2 A. Really well. I mean we're, the tension is removed 

3 and, and really well. For the first time, I would say, in 

4 seven years, we're very happy. 

5 Q. What .•• we alleged in the petition we drafted at 

6 the time that you were unemployed. Have you since secure d 

7 employment? 

8 

9 

10 

, 1 

12 line? 

13 

A. I do have a job, yes . 

Q. Where? 

A. I work for WPVR Radio as a sales representative. 

·o. All right. What expertise do you have along that 

A. In sales I have worked very briefly as an account 

14 executive for an advertis ing agency , and most of the jobs 

15 that I've had have been in advertising and in broadcasting. 

16 Q. All right. What's your educational experience? 

17 You, you've finishe d high school . 

18 A. I graduated from high school in Rocky Mount, Vir-

19 ginia, so it was very difficult for me to get a j ob in 

20 Washington, and I, I borrowe d a good deal of mone y so that 

21 my children could be with me. And that was my biggest 

22 reason for l eaving, that I was unwilling to leave my chil-

23 dren and I was unwilling to stay the re and continue borrow-

24 ing money that I have to pay back, all to fight and .. . 

25 Q. Okay. Let me ask you this. You talked , you were 

'----- - ------·--- - - --- --- -
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talking about some physical abuse concerning your husband in i 
2 the past. Was any of this in the presence of the children? 

3 A. Not to my knowledge, the, the, no. 

4 Q. All right. What are your living accommodations 

5 where you are now? 

6 A. I have a three-bedroom house and it's ... 

7 Q. Is it furnished? 

8 A. It's a nice house. No. I have my own furniture. 

9 Q. Where did, whe~e did you get your furniture from? 

10 From the apartment? 

11 A. I paid ••. no, I didn't get anything from there. I 

12 bought my furniture and, and one piece of my furniture I'm 

13 paying for. My. children have Army surplus beds and they 

14 were sixty-two dollars, and I paid for those, or I borrowed 

15 the money to buy them, and ... 

16 Q. Well, stop , stop just a minute. 

17 A. That ' s it • 
I 
I 
I 
I 

18 Q. All right . You bought a house that was , or rather I 
19 · you rented a house that was unfurnished? 

20 A. Right. 

21 Q. You've s ince furnished the house. 

22 A. I brought what I have, yes. 

23 Q. All right . Fo r your children , you and your chil-

24 dren? 

25 A . Yes . 

19 
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i 
I 

north- I Q. All right. None of the furniture came from 

ern Virginia. 
! 

A. It did come, but it belonged to me. It didn't 

come from my husband's hous e . 

Q. Oh, all right. That's what I wa s getting at. I 
j 

A. I brought my own. It's mine. i 
I Q. Okay, fine. All right. Are the furnishings and 

! 
accommodations in the home adequate to take care of you and j 

I 

i 
your two children? 

it's j 

I 

A. Oh, yes . Yes, quite. It's not elaborate but 

it's nice and it is, it is quite adequate, yes. 

Q. All right. You're working for WPVR. When did 

you, whe n did you be come employed by them? 

A. Last Monday . 

Q. When did you , when was the first time that you 

sought employment after you moved here? 

A. Well, I, I put my son in school the Wedne sday 

after I moved here- -my olde r son--anj I believe it was the 

beginning of the second week that I was here I talked with 

Don Hutcherson at the Franklin County Times, and I talked 
i 

with Donnie Brook at WNLB to get some idea of what was avail! 

able in the business here that I might try. And they gave I 
' 

me names of p eople in Roanoke to contact, and I did and it 

was very successful . 

Q. All right. What is your ... you don't have any , you 

20 
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have produced no income since you ' ve been ... 

2 A. No, I haven ' t. I've ..• 

3 Q. Wha t is the formula that . . . what is your commission 

4 going to be on what you sel l ? 

5 A. My c orrunission is fifteen percent on everyth i ng 
I 
j 

6 that I sell, and that's my salary. It ' s a draw against com- ' 

7 mission, s o it's a commission job . 
I 

I just have to work hard.' 

8 Q. This is for the FM Station , WPVR. 

9 A. Right, yes. 

10 Q. Are your children getting along all right in 

11 school? 

12 A. Yes, yes. Carl is , went into his class at the hea 

13 of the class in, in reading. They have reading groups, and 

14 he went in in the top reading group, and he is .. . emotionally, 

16 

15 both children are doing very well. I've talked to Mr. 

son,1 Gruver and his teacher, Mrs. Flora, and this is my older 

17 and he is doing very wel l and likes it very much. He e n joys ' 

18 riding the school bus and the sche dule works out really weJ l .! 
I 
' 

19 And that's oka y . 

20 Q. Concerning your expenses, how much do you pay in 

21 rent for the home? 

22 A. The rent is $225 . 00 a month. 

23 Q. What other outstanding bills do you have or have 

24 you accumulated since you've been here? 

25 A. I have a good number of, of people that I owe 

__ _j 
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money to. Twe nty-five hundre d dollars t o my fathe r. 

2 Q. What was that mone y used f o r? 

3 A. It was used to move and to live on. 

4 Q. All right. 

5 A. Probably around t wo thousand dollars to anothe r 

6 fri e nd of mine that was used f o r the same purpos e --to live 

7 on so that , and, and for food a nd that s o rt. 

8 Q. Who else ? What e lse? 

9 A. My car payment is forty- six dollars a mo nth. 

10 Q. What kind of car is it? 

11 A. A Honda Civic '76. 

12 Q. Did you have that whe n you . . . 

13 A . Ye s, I've had it for two y e ars. 

14 Q. All r ight . What else ? 

15 A. My s ofa is twe nty d o l l a r s a month . 

16 Q. Who is that to? 

17 A. The S l oans in Washington , D. c . 
18 Q. All right . What e lse ? 

19 A. My e l ectric bill whi c h I d o n ' t k now wha t that i s . 

20 I ha ven't r e c e ive d a bill ye t. 

21 Q. We ll , l e t's forg e t a bout .. . l e t's get . . • 

22 A. Okay. All right. 

23 Q. Le t ' s get that ove r t o e xpenses . What do you 

24 a ntic ipate your . . • 

25 A. J ohn's school . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
- - -· . ...J 
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Q. Stop for just a minute. What do you anticipate 

2 your electrical expenses to be at the home? 

3 A. I really have no idea . I have no way of judging 

4 that. I was very surprised to find out that a private tele- i 

5 phone is nineteen dollars a month here and was ten dollars 

6 in Washington, which I don't have a private one. But I 

7 don't know. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Q. How much ... all right. Let 's ..• 

A. No one's ever lived in the house before. 

Q. Okay. How much is your phone bill? 

A. I believe, I don't know. It's a, it's a party 

12 line. I would say, I guess it's around ten dollars a month 

13 maybe? 

14 Q. Okay. How much is your ... do you have a n estimate 

15 for your electrical expenses? 

16 A. No , I don't. I'm the first person to live the re. 

17 They have n't tested it ye t. 

18 

19 

20 

Q. All right. What about, how is it h~ated? 

·A. Electric heat . 

Q. All right. What about your food e xpenses for the 

21 three of you? 

22 A. I would say probably around thirty-five dollars a 

23 week maybe. Carl's lunch, he buys at school. 

24 

25 

Q. Let's forget the lunch. 

A. If you want to include that . 

'------ --- --- ----- -- ------- - ------ __________ _____ _J 
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Q. All right. Now, this school lunch is how much? 

2 How much does he spend in school? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A. It's two-fifty a week , fifty cents a day . 

Q. Ten dol l ars a month for school? 

A. Right, right. 

Q. The clothing for the children? 

A. Wel l, uh ••• 

Q. Based on what you've spent .. . you know, when you 

9 were raising them ••. 

10 A. I never paid a bill when I lived with my husband. 

11 That was one of the problems . I don't know. I would say 

12 probably ••• 

13 

14 

Q. You never paid any of the househ o ld expenses? 

A. Oh , no, ne ver . Never paid a bill in my l ife . 

15 They don 't get clothes ve ry much. I, I suppose maybe two 

16 hundred dollars probably . • . I r eally don't know . It's hard , 

17 

18 

19 

I mean , I don't know. 

Q. Would you say a y e ar? 

A. My husband would better know. I would say jus t 

20 a few pair of j eans a nd shorts, and that ' s about it. The 

21 kids don ' t wear much a nymore, othe r than t hat , not dressed 

22 up. 

23 

24 

Q. Is that two hundred e ach? 

A. Probably. And with shoe s, ye ah , and a coat if they 

25 need a coat, yeah . 

24 
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Q. What about, any entertainme nt expenses? 

2 A. Sure. Movies we go to, a lot of the things that 

3 we do or just outside things and, and going to Smith Moun-

4 tain Lake, you know, any, or something like that. But I 

5 would say about twe nty-five dollars a month maybe. If the re's 

6 a play or something like that, the n we go to that. 
I 

7 Q. What about, how are your automobile expenses going : 

s to be as far as your job with WPVR is concerned? 

9 A. Okay. I have, I have to keep very close tabs on 

10 my mileage, and as I under-, I have to pay, I pay all 

11 expenses for my automobile. I can only deduct that on my 

12 taxes. They don't, I don't have a car allowance. 

13 Q. What would you anticipate for automobile expenses~ 

gasoline , oil, oil changes, tires, etce tera per month? What I 

I 
14 

would you estimate? Did you ever do that b e fore? 15 

16 A. No. I would say probably as far as gas and oil 

17 and that sort is concerned, probably t e n to fifteen dollars 

18 a week, and ... 

19 Q. Back and forth to Roanoke? 

20 A. Well, it's not just back and forth to Roa noke 

21 b e cause in sale s I use my car to, to go t o clients which 

22 me ans I have to be out and in my car. I may be parking my 

23 c a r, a nd that c omes out of my p ocke t. And so ... 

24 Q. What, you figure, you figure at the maximum sixty 

25 dollars a month for gasoline and oil. 

25 
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A. I think so because, you know , it's only five 

2 dollars to fill my car with gas, and I don't think I'm 

3 gonna be driving, you know, that much except when it doesn't 

4 run. 

5 Q. What about any insurance expenses or health 

6 insurance? 

7 A. The insurance for my car is, I believe, fifty-

a three dollars a quarter. It has been. I will change that 

9 to an insurance agency here, and make a .•. 

10 Q. Ten dollars a month roughly for the insurance on 

11 • your car? 

12 

13 

A. Probably, yes. 

Q. What about your health insurance? 

14 A. My health insurance I have at work , and they pay 

15 for all of that for me and for my children my husband's 

16 insurance covers them. 

17 Q. Oh, so your insurance, your insurance covers you 

18 but not ... his insurance still covers the children. 

19 A. And me too until we're divorced . I could have it, 

20 my insurance cover them, but the benefits wouldn't be any 

21 more than what they receive from his insurance, and that way 

22 I don't have to have that expense . 

23 Q. So they're not r e ally a fringe benefit from your 

24 job then? 

25 A. No. 

- -- _ _ ___J 
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Q. You 1 ve borrowed a total of fifty .•. forty-five 

2 hundred dollars to live on? 

3 A. I will say that that 1 s what I borrowed . It 1 s more 

4 than that, but I don 1 t know. Off the top of my head I can•t 

5 come up with every, every penny, so that 1 s, that's a good 

6 stab at it, yes . 

7 Q. Did, do y'all have any indebtedness in, joint 

8 indebtedness in Washington or Arlington that you knew of? 

9 A. No, no. 

10 Q. Are you able and capable of taking, caring of 

11 your children here if you get some help from your husband? 

12 A. Absolutely. 

13 Q. What is your me ntal health status or your frame of 

14 mind now as opposed to what it was prior to this? Are you ..• 

15 A. Happy. 

16 Q. Okay. Can you think of any other exp e nse s that 

17 you have aside from what you've listed, any o t her monies 

18 that you 1 ve paid out since you ' ve been he r e , a ny s e rvices o r 

19 anything? 

20 A. My son's school, my younge r son , it ' s t we nty-fi ve 

21 dollars a week for him a t the preschool t hat h e goes to , a nd 

22 he will be in kinde rgarte n next ye ar. 

23 Q. In other words, r ight now that's ano t her h undr ed 

24 dollars? 

25 A. Ye s, yes . Right. 

27 
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' 
I 

I 

! 

Q. Tell me this: 

2 husband makes annually? 

Do you know approximately what your I 
I 
i 

3 A. I would say that my husband makes somewhere 

4 between forty and forty-five thousand dollars a year. 

5 Q. Has your husband contributed any support to you 

6 or the children since y'all have separated? 
i 

7 A. Yes. My husband ... a couple of times I had to have I 
a repairs on my car. It was necessary for me to have a car to 

9 get my childre n around. 

10 Q. I mean since you've been, since you've been here?· 

11 A. No, no, no. But my husband didn't know that I was 

12 here for the first two weeks that I was here, and last week 

13 when I called him ... no, I gave him the phone number and told 

14 him that h e was we lcome to s ee the children or call them at 

15 any time, and I have not h eard from my husband a t all. 

16 Q. All right. Let me ask you this, a long tha t line . 

17 What are, what are your ..• you're asking the Court for custo-

18 dy of these childre n. 

19 A. Absolute ly I am, yes. 

20 Q. All right. What are ycur thoughts a nd ide as con-

21 c e rning the visitation and the children being with the 

22 father? 

23 A. I have no obje ctions at all to the children be ing 

24 with the ir father . He's o ff o n Monday and Tuesday. He's a 

25 private pilot. He 's flown to Roanoke many times , his 

I 
_ _J 
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instrument rated. He has the money to do that. He ca n come ; 

2 here any time he likes. At holidays, that can be worked out : 
, 

3 so that, that some of the holidays can be spent with him. 

4 In the summertime, and any other time that he is here, he is 

5 welcome to see them. I just feel that my children should 

6 have a stable life in a stable environment and that custody 

7 should be given to one parent, not to, not a j oint custody. 

a And I cannot live in Washington, D. C. I'm not a big-town 

9 person, a big-city person •.. and I'm not going to be. 

10 Q. Well then, let me interrupt you just for a minute . 

11 What are your ideas or thoughts concerning an extended or 

12 summer stay or holiday stay away from Franklin County? Do 

13 you have any objection to that? 

14 A. Absolutely ... no, no. That's what I mean. I 

15 believe that they should be able to go a nd see him where he 

16 lives. 

17 Q. All right. What are, what would his . . . were you 

18 unemployed while you we re in Arlington, while you were ... 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Were you a housewife? 

21 A. I've been unemployed for most of the years that 

22 I've been married which is why I'm hav-, I had s uch a diffi- I 
23 cult time finding a job there because the, the job market I 

I 

that I'm in was very tight, and I can't do a nything else . I 
Q. Well, let me .. . what I was getting a t is, you kept I 

24 

25 
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the children the whole time, right? 

A. The time up until we were separated. 

Q. That's what I mean. 

A. Oh, yes. 

5 Q. Okay. What I'm getting at is, you've indicated 

6 something about your husband's working hours. Would he be 

7 able to see to their needs, and if he were awarded custody, 

s would he be able to ••• 

9 A. He would if he had a stranger come into the house 

10 and take care of them. No, he is not there to take care of 

11 my children, and I believe that they should be with a parent. 

12 And my life and my job is arranged to coincide with their 

13 life and their hours, which is 9:00 to 5:00, and I am off on 

14 weekends and I do things with my children . And no, my 

1s husband has not been there . For the time that I have knowrn 

16 him and have been married to him, he's not been there . 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q. What are your working hours? 

A. Nine o'clock to 5:00. 

Q. How many days a we ek? 

A. Five days a week. And that is in sales, that was 

21 a ..• I tried to get into ne ws, but I was offered an evening 

22 position and I said no, because I would never see my chil-

23 dren and that's the same situation that they had in Arling-

24 ton. 

25 Q. If ... going to school in the morning, would your 

------ --- - - ·· ·· 30 
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children see their father by the time they had to get up and 

2 go to school? Would he ••• 

3 A. Yes, yes. 

4 Q. All right. When they came home from school up 

5 until the time they went to bed, would he be around then? I 

' I 
6 A. Okay. On Monday and Tuesday my husband is off, I 

SO I 

I 

7 on Monday and Tuesday, he would have picked them up at 

8 school and they would have been with him. On Wednesday, 

9 Thursday and Friday I picked my older son up, my husband 

10 would pick my younger son up. And since he canceled the 

11 babysitter that, that he had for my younger son, then he 

12 would bring him to my house. 

13 Q. This was while y'all were separated? 

14 A. Right . But, and then, I never knew when I was 

15 married to him if he had to work until midnight or not, and 

16 I never knew it when I was s eparated . So it was great con-

17 fusion for me and great confusion for my children not to 

18 know who was going to be where, when, and I'd like to stabi-

19 lize that . 

Q. Answer any quest i ons Mr . Melesco has. 

21 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

22 BY MR. MELESCO: 

23 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, your lawye r aske d you about your 

24 mental health. Have you had s~ne problems with mental 

25 health? 

31 
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A. I don't know what you mean by that? 

2 Q. Were you seeing a psychiatrist? 

3 A. Yes, for marriage counseling. 

4 Q. And the fact of the matter is you and your husband 

5 are now, have retained an attorne y to sue that psychiatrist 

6 for your seduc-, for his seduction of you, correct? 

7 MR. DAVIS: I object to that, your Honor. I don't 

8 think that's ••. 

9 MR. MELESCO: If it please the Court, Mr. Davis asked 

10 her about her mental health. He opened the door. 

11 THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Melesco. 

12 Q. Is that correct? 

13 A. That is correct . 

14 Q. You've had an affair with your psychiatrist? 

15 MR. DAVIS: She's answered the question. 

16 Q. All right . Who ' s Les Silverman? 

17 A. Le s Silverman is a friend of mine . 

18 Q. Is he the man that l e nt you the two thousand 

19 dollars? 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

He did not loan me all of the two thousand dollars. 

Is he the man you t old your children was going to I 
22 be their stepfather? 

23 A. At a time when I thought he was, yes. When I was 

24 s eparate d from my husband and no l onger li ved with him, yes. 

25 Q. Were you living with Mr . Silverman then? 

32 
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I 

A. No. 

2 Q. You did not live in an apartment with him ... 

3 A. Mr. Silverman has an apartment of his own and 

4 always has. 

5 Q. So he wasn't living with you with the children 

6 there? 

7 A. I didn't • • . living with me, no. 

8 Q. And when you came to Franklin County, did your 

9 husband know where the children we re? 

10 A. No. 

11 Q. You didn't tell him? 

12 A. No, I didn't. 

13 Q. Just took them right out of school and came down 

14 here? 

15 A. The reason I took them out of school and came down 

16 here is because f o r the five weeks prior to that when I 

17 would call my husband and ask him for money, his answer ..• 

18 for food ·for my chi ldren, his answe r to ·me was, "My lawyer 

19 told me not to give you any money ," and he would hang up on 

20 me. And I was not going to leave my childre n . I l ove the m 

21 very much, and I was going to take care of them. 

22 Q. So you just ..• 

23 A. And I did take care of the m, and I was tired of 

24 b e ing hung , hung up on. I was tired of emotional and mental 

25 harrass ment , and I took my children. I came home to make a 

33 

). 7 . 



.---------------
Connie Rochelle - Cross (Me l esco ) 

life for them and for me, yes. 

2 Q. Didn't lell •.• you didn't think it was important 

3 that their father know where they were? 

4 A. If my husband didn't think it was important to 

5 give ~e money to feed my children and help me when I had 

6 those children and when I had six operations due to my hav-

7 ing those children, no, sir, I didn't find that important. 

8 Q. And you were living in D. c. when you came down 

9 here? 

10 A. Yes, I was living there because 1· had no job, and 

11 I was trying to do everything I could to lowe r my expenses 

12 and my travel time from, from Arlington or from Virginia 

13 into Wa shington, plus my son went to school in Washington , 

14 one of them. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Q. So you were a resident of D. C.? 

A. I was not a resident of D. C. 

Q. You were not? 

A. No. I changed noth ing that I had . I changed no 

19 addresses~ That was the first apartme nt tha t I found that I 

20 f e lt I could afford a nd that I f e lt wa s a convenient loca-

21 tion f or my children, to both o f the m, so that I c ould b e 

22 with them and see the m. No, I ..• 

23 

24 

25 

Q. How l ong did you live there? 

A. About four and a half month s . 

Q. Longer than you've lived h e re in Franklin County 
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then, this last time? 

2 A. Longer than I've lived here so far, but I am not 

3 moving from Franklin County. I'm going to continue living 

4 here. This is my home. 

5 

6 

Q. And you've never paid a bill? 

A. I have never paid bills. When my husband and I 

7 were married, no. My husband carried the checkbook. We 

a had one checkbook and I was allowe d to go to the grocery 

g store and write checks. After b e ing married to him for two 

10 and a half years, we had a joint checking account . Never 

11 prior to that. I was not allowed to write a check. 

12 

13 

Q. How about credit cards? 

A. There were credit cards in the latter part of the 

14 marriage in both names, but not in the last six months of 

15 the marriage. 

16 Q. Did you ring up eighteen hundred do llars on your 

17 Master Charge? 

18 A. I have no ide a. My h usba nd was out of work f or 

19 nine months, and part of those bills are contributed by him 

20 to those charge accounts. And he is including furniture in 

21 that total. So if I did, my husband gave me the c a r<ls b e -

22 cause ... a nd me dicine , clothe s f or the childre n, clothe s f or 

23 myself was put on the card. I don't know what is was . No, 

24 I cannot give you an account. 

25 Q. All right. Your husband did support you and the 
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children? More than adequately. 

2 A. I don't know what adequate is. He supported me as 

3 I was accustomed to being supported by him. 

4 Q. What about the children? Were they well cared 

5 for? 

6 A. Not in my opinion. Not by him, they weren't, no. 

7 Q. Why? 

8 A. I don't feel that my younger son has , has had t o 

9 wear hand-me- down clothes. His clothes was put on the 

10 floor in his bedroom. My older son had a chest to put his 

11 clothes in. My son , when I asked for clothes for my chil-

12 dren--he's eight years • .• seven years ~ld . He wears a size 

13 eight to nine clothes , and I have clothes that were brought 

14 over for him to we ar to school that were a si ze six. No, I 

15 don ' t f eel that that, on my husband's income, no, I d on't, 

16 I don't feel that that was properly taking care of the c h il-
l 

17 dren, no, I don't. 

18 Q. All right. What school did your younge st child go I 

I 
19 

20 

to? 

I 
A. He went to Che ster brook Montessori . I 

I 

21 Q. What's the tuition there? 

22 A. I'm sorry? 

23 Q. The tuition the re l. c • 
~· how much? 

24 A. I have no i dea. I didn't pay it. 

25 Q. It's more tha n ... it's an e xpe ns i ve pl ace . 
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A. No. It wasn't an expensive place for my husband's 

2 income. I don't know that it was more than a hundred dollar 

3 a month which is what he has right now. 

4 Q. And the other boy went to Georgetown Day School? 

5 A. That's right. 

6 Q. And what's the tuition there? 

7 
' 

A. I don't know. I didn't pay it. I paid thirty-fiv1 

dollars enrollment fee for my, for my older son. Beyond 

that I didn't pay the tuition, and I may have read the ma-

8 

9 

10 terial, but I do not r emember. 

11 Q. Do you feel that your mothe r-in-law is an adequate 

12 person to babysit the children? 

13 A. My mother-in-law? 

14 Q. Your mother-in-law. Remember her? 

15 A. Do I feel that she's an .•. no, I do not feel that 

16 she's an adequate p e rson to babysit the children. 

17 Q. Well, if she were to live with your husband while 

18 he was at, and take care of the children while he was at 

19 work, that wouldn't be satisfactory to you? 

20 A. It isn't satisfactory to me at this point, no, 

21 because I have suffered for six months, and I suffered for 

22 seven years. And for, all of a sudden, no, for my mothe r-

23 in-law to move in and take my children, no. I'm their 

24 mother, and I'm capable of taking c are of the m and I intend 

25 to take care of them. 
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Q. Wel l, that's for the Court to decide, don't you 

2 feel? 

3 A. Those are my intentions- -to take care of my chil-

4 dren, and my desire is to take care of them . I'm their 

5 mother, not my mother-in-law. 

6 Q. Let's get over your, let ' s get over your personal 

7 phantasies . Assuming the Court saw fit to award your hus-

a band custody, would your mother- in-law be an adequate person 

g to babysit the children? 

10 A. No. She is not adequate . She's a seventy- some 

11 odd year old woman, and I am their mother . No, I do not 

12 fee l that my mother- in-law is adequate . I don ' t feel anyone 

13 is adequate, more adequate to take care of my childre n than 

14 I am. And I don't feel that it is any , any more for me to 

15 go and visit my children than it is for my husband to go and 

16 visit the children. 

17 Q. So, far as you're ... 

18 A. I haven't sat back with the fifty thousand o r 

19 forty thousand dollar a year job and played games with some-

20 one el£:e's l ife. 

21 Q. He ' s played games with your life? 

22 1.. Yes, he has . 

23 C!. Could you describe that for us a little bit? 

24 h. Yes, I ' ll describe it . 

25 Q. Go ahead. 

I 
I 
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A. I think the re was a lot of mental and emotional 
I 

2 harrassme nt in, in my asking him for money, and, yes, my son 
I 

3 did go to a fancy, private school, but I think it's a, a, a 

4 disgrace that I had to go and ask friends to feed my chil-

5 dren when I didn't have money. And as far as my borrowing 

6 money from Les Silverman, he gave me money to feed my chil -

7 dren and to pay rent so that my children could stay with me 

a and be with me when their own father refused it. So I, I 

g was resourceful enough when I couldn't find a job and when I 

10 was very upset about it to keep my children with me . I did 

11 go out on a limb and I did borrow money, and I don~t see how 

12 that can be held against me. 

13 Q. Nobody said it is. 

14 A. And for the same ... well, I don't even see why I'm 

15 questioned about it, for the same r e ason that I came here 

16 with my children. Because I wanted to make a life for them 

17 with me, a good life, and I want their father to see t hem. 

18 Q. But I take it you don't feel that your father, your, 

19 husband can make the same life for them? 

20 A. No, I don't f ee l that. I don't f eel that a man 

21 that works ... he chose his job. That's why he doesn 't have a ' 

22 marriage and children right now, because he chose a j ob over 

23 us, for seven years . And I don 't feel t hat I, that I nor my 

24 

25 

childre n should continue l iving in a situation like that. 

I'm going to be a single parent, then I am being a single 

rf: 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
i 
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I 

2 can have a life of my own and my children can have 

I 
I a pleasant 

to stay ! 

parent, where I can get a job, whe r e I can work and where I 

life. And that is what I came here for. I intend 3 

4 in Franklin County. 

5 Q. Did you intend to stay in D. C. when you moved 

6 there? 

7 A. No, I did not intend to stay in D. c. I am not a 

8 big-city person. I made an attempt to, to find a job. I 

9 made an attempt to handle life according to my husband's j o b 

10 schedule which I have done for seven years. It was very 

11 easy to do unemployed and living in the home . It was not so 

12 easy for me to do that when I had to get out and work and 

13 pick up my children and do all of these things according to 

14 the stipulations of an attorney so that I could keep my 

15 children. I gave birth to those c hildren. 

16 Q. Did you have an attorney in northern Virginia? 

17 A. I did. Who could not represent me in the State of 

18 Virginia, and I wa s told that I was a r esident of the State 

19 of Virginia and that I should s eek counse l in Virginia, and 

20 my, the counsel that ·r had the re practiced in Washington and 

21 Maryland which was of no benefit to me whatsoever. 

22 Q. Were you and your husband trying to work out a 

23 settlement up there when you took the children ? 

24 A. Well, my husband and his attorney up there were 

25 trying to do something, but, no , I don 't think they were 
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trying to work out a settlement b ecause I was threatened 

2 every day, "If you don't sign this paper, you're not gonna 

3 be able to see your children, and we're gonna go to court, 

4 and we're gonna fight for custody, and I'm gonna take the 

5 children away from you ." And I h eard this so many times 

6 that I was tired of hearing it. 

7 Q. Have you e ver thre atened to kill your children? 

8 A. What? 

9 Q. Have you ever threatened to kill your children? 

10 A. No, that would be a little out of characte r for me. 

11 Q. Well, I don't know you, so you're going to have to 

12 answer me. 

13 A. No, I've neve r thre atened to kill my children. 

14 MR. DAVIS: Judge, I object to this whole line. He's 

15 gone too far, I think. 

16 THE COURT: I don't think he has, Mr. Davis . Go ahead , 

17 Mr. Melesco. 

18 Q. Do you remember the discussion with your husband 

19 a bout custody and he said he wouldn 't give you custody of 

20 the children, and you sa id you'd kill t hem before you'd l et 

21 them have them ... him have them? 

22 A. No, I don 't. I haven't had any discussions with 

23 my husband 1 ike that. 

24 Q. In the past when you and your husband have s epa-

25 rated, the childre n have stayed with him, have they not? 

41 
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A. The children did not stay with him for the entire 

2 time . I had custody of the children on paper. My husband 

3 never fought for that custody, but my l awyer was an associ-

4 ate of the lawyer that is now r epresenting him in Washing-
' 

5 ton, and the two of them figured out a financial arrangement 1 

6 which I signed. And I had never paid a bill in my life , and : 

7 when I finished paying all necessary expenses, I had fifty 

s dollars a month left over for food , clothes , haircuts, 

g recreation , entertainment . And my husband threatened me by 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

not, he would not come and do anything without an argument. 

He wouldn't do anything for the children to help me at all. 

So, the agreement was that he moved in and the children 

lived with him. On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights and 

every Saturday and Sunday for a ye ar and a half, those chil- I 
dren , if he had to work, unless I was sick or they were out I 

I 
16 of town, they were with me. In the afternoons when he went 

17 to work, they had a babysitter. And that is when they were 

18 in school, to the point that he saw them in the afternoons. 

19 So physically they were there , but I have taken care of my 

20 children since they've been born. Me. 

21 Q. I take it your answer is the n yes , he had the 

22 custody as .. . 

23 A. He didn't have custody. They lived with him. I 

24 had custody. I had l egal custody of my children which he 

25 gave me because he b eat me, and that's why I left him. And 
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he gave ~e custody so that he would not be sued for beating 

2 me. And I had photographs of that b e ating. 

3 Q. Well, I'm a little confused. Was the separation 

4 caused ·by the beatings or by your extracurricular affairs? 

5 A. I had no extracurricular affairs. 

6 Q. Dr. Wiseberg? 

7 A. That wasn't, that, the separation you're talking 

a about and that separation, no, sir. My husband never knew 

9 about that affair until three weeks after I left him, and I 

10 told him because we went to this doctor for marr i age counsel 

11 ing. And I felt that I had been taken advantage of. I stil 

12 do believe that, and I believe that I can prove that in a 

13 court of law. And I b e lie ve that Dr. Wi seberg ... 

14 Q. How? By Dr. Wiseberg or by your husband? 

15 A. has .•. both. I belie ve Dr. Wis e berg has mental 

problems, not me. My husba nd was never at home. My h usb and 
I 

16 

17 didn't do anything to, to help the marriage to help it work 

18 out; absolute l y nothing. He wanted to treat me like a 

19 child, to tell me that I couldn 't write a check , to t e ll me 

20 that I could not take the r espons ibilitie s o f an adult, and 

21 it is ve ry humiliating at thirty ye ars old to say that I I 
I 

22 have neve r paid a bill. Whe n I wa s, when I wa s in a marri-

23 age, that is humiliating t o me , no t something to b e proud 
I 

of ·I 
24 Q. And you've ne ver worked d uring the 

25 A. I didn't say that I' ve ne ver worke d . 

marriage? 

Yes , I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
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worked the last ..• I worked for a year out of the marriage, 

2 and I took home a hundred and twenty-five dollars a week. 

3 Now, during the separation I worked. 

4 Q. For whom? 

5 A. I worked for Rader Advertising. I don't, I don ' t 

6 really know which separation you're referring to because 

7 you keep asking me ••• 

8 Q. Well , this last s eparation . Have you worked since 

9 you left your husband in June? 

10 A. I worked for Dr. Wiseberg and I, I was fired from 

11 that job on June 30th. 

12 Q. And you haven't made a penny yet working for WPVR? 

13 A. I've only worked there for a week. I work on com-

14 mission and I'm in sales and I'm in training. 

15 Q. Have you sol d anything? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. All right . So you have the commission owing you , 

18 I take it? 

19 A. I haven 't even written up the order yet . I got thei 
I 

20 phone call today, a nd I h ad to l eave and come here . So I I 
21 

22 

haven't written the order up . I don't know what I have. I 
It' s a fifteen percent commiss ion, but I have to sell a l ot . I 

23 I have to work very hard . 

24 Q. That' s a ll. 

25 THE COURT: Further questions , Mr. Davis? 
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MR. DAVIS: No, sir. Do you have any questions? Step 

2 down. 

3 THE COURT: Let me ask you a question. When were you 

4 married? 

5 A. I was married ..• when? I was married March 5th, I 

6 believe, 1971 . •• '71. 

7 THE COURT : Where did you meet your husband? 

8 A. I met him in Washington at ABC News. I worked 

9 there. 

10 THE COURT: You were working there at the time? 

11 A. Yes. As a secretary. 

12 THE COURT : How did you happen to go from Franklin 

13 County High School to Washington, D. C.? Di rect? 

14 A. I, I, I got , I was ma rrie d and I went there . I've 

15 been married before, and it was a brief marriage. And I 

16 . stayed in Washi ngton then. 

17 THE COURT: Were you marri ed shortly after out of 

18 high school? 

19 A. Yeah, oh , y e s, very, ve ry shortly, yes. 

20 THE COURT: How many time s have the two of you b een 

21 separated? You k ept ..• 

22 A. This is ..• 

23 THE COURT: You've been talking about separati ons. 

24 A. Yes . 

25 THE COURT : I mean more than a day o r a night or a 

I 
I 
I 
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week now. 

2 A. This is the . .. no, this is the second separation. 

3 There , the re wasn't a kind of leaving and coming back afte r 

4 a weeke nd. We were separated for a ye ar and a half, a nd 

5 that was my r e ason for goi ng to the psychiatris t, was b e -

6 cause I wante d the marriage back toget her. As a ma t t e r o f 

7 fact, five weeks or six we eks ago , my husband said t hat t he 

8 children and I could come back, and the n the ... and I tol d 

9 the children, and the next morning he calls me up a nd says, 

10 "No, you can't c ome back." But all of t he r e s ponsibility 

11 for those things are l eft, have b e en left for me to tell my 

12 childre n which is emotionally upsetting to t hem. So ..• 

13 THE COURT: All right. Your first s eparatio n was f o r 

14 a year and a hal f? 

15 A. Right . 

16 THE COURT : Then the re was a reconciliation, the n the 

17 one ~e ' re on now since June . Is that correct? 

18 A. Yes . 

19 THE COURT : Okay. Any furthe r ques t i ons? 

20 MR. MELESCO: No, sir. 

21 MR. DAVIS : You can step down . 

22 RECROSS-EXAMINATION 

23 cY MR . MELESCO : 

24 Q. We ll , jus t f or, jus t f o r r e f e r enc e . When was the 

25 first s epara tio n and when d i d t he reco nc i l iation take p l a c e 
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jus t roughly , date? 

2 A. The first separation was Octobe r 3rd, 1976 , I 

3 believe , and the reconciliation was in .•. 

4 Q. Early this year? 

5 A. October , October of ' 77. 

6 Q. So it's just a year the n, not a year and a half? 

7 A. A year , okay. A year . No, it was October . 

s That's when I began sleeping with you, and, and I would, I 

g moved my furniture in in December. 

10 Q. Okay. 

11 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE . 

12 THE COURT: Other evidence , Mr. Dav is? 

13 MR. DAVIS : No, sir. 

14 THE COURT: All right, Mr. Me l e sco. 

15 CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

16 the Defendant in this proceeding, after having 

17 first b een duly sworn, t e stifi e d as foll ows : 

18 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

19 BY MR . MELESCO: 

20 Q. Tell the Court your name. 

21 A. My name is Carl Rochelle . 

22 Q. And how old are you, Carl? 

23 A. Forty-one . 

24 Q. And where do you live? 

25 A . . In Arlington, Virginia . 
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Q. I'm a little confused. Is Arlington a county, a 

2 city or what? 

3 A. Arlington County. 

4 Q. Arlington County. And is the address or the place . 

I 5 you're living now the same place you were living with your 

6 wife when the two of you separated? 

7 A. No, it is not. I moved from the house that we 

a were living in when we separated to this new house for a 

9 couple of reasons. Number one, I didn't like the neighbor-

10 hood that we were in a great d eal because the children in 

11 the neighborhood were older than our children and they 

12 picked on them a bit, and we had to referee too many fights. 

13 And so I felt like it would be better to move into a neigh-

14 borhood with children more the age of my children. And so, 

15 that's the primary reason I moved . 

16 Q. All right~ When did you move? 

17 A. July 1st . 

18 Q. All right. Is where you were living b e fore also 

19 Arlington County? 

20 A. Arlington County, yes. It's about five or six 

21 blocks from where, from my permanent a ddress. 

22 Q. All right. Do you own or r e nt or purchasing the 

23 house that you' re in? 

24 A. I rent the house ••• 

25 Q. And how long is your l ease good for? 
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A. It's, it's a one year and an open end after that 

2 on a month to month basis. 

3 Q. You brought a couple pictures of your house with 

4 you .•• 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Do these adequately describe it? 

7 A. It's a split-level, three-bedroom house, three 

8 bedrooms, three baths, living room, game room downstairs for 

g the childre n, fireplace, TV. It has a garage, big back yard, 

10 and the children ' s swing set which I moved from the other 

11 house, dismantled in the back yard and took it over to the 

12 house for them and put i t back up. They have a big yard to 

13 play in. The people who live directly behind have seven 

14 children, one John's age, the three ye ar old, and another 

15 Carl's age . There 's another child Carl' s age directly I 
16 across the street, and there're a coupl e of others up and I 

I 

17 down the block in each way . So there are plenty of childre n .! 
I 

18 I 
I 

It has paved s idewalks out front to ride bicycles and tri-

19 cycles on, and that was definitely a consideration in 

20 g e tting the house b ecause kids that age need something to ... 

21 Q. Al l right. Were your c hildren enrolled in school 

22 in northern Virginia? 

23 A. My childre n have b een e nrolled in school in north-

24 ern Virginia since they were old enough to go to school . 

25 Q. All right. The oldest chi ld, where was he going? 
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A. He was.· .. I'm sorry. He is enrolled now in Ge orge-

2 town Day. This is his first year in George town Day. It's a 

3 private school . We had, we sent Carl to a child psycholo-

4 gist to see if he was really smart, or if, as many parents 

5 feel that everybody feels their child is smart . So we had 

6 him tested, and he proved out to be a gifted child, and the 

7 child psychologist recommended that he be sent to a pri va te 

a school if at all possible. And as my wife has told you, I 

9 make a fairly good living. I wish I made as much on a 

10 regular basis as she thinks I does, as I do, but ... 

11 Q. All right. Did you in fact then e nroll Carl in 

12 Georgetown Day? 

13 A. I did enroll Carl in Georgetown Day . 

14 Q. What's the tuition there? 

15 A. It's roughly twenty-three, twenty-four hundred 

16 dollars a year. 

17 Q. All.right . Now, is it pa id through when? I 
I 

18 A . It is paid through, you pay it in six, in 
I half-ye ar. 
I 

19 increme nts , and it ' s pa id through January. 

20 Q. Al l right . And how i s h e doing the re? 

21 A. He was doing e xcelle nt. I called his t e achers a nd 

22 talke d to him, to the m after ... well, one o f t he t eachers 

23 called me at work and said , "Mr. Roche lle , yo u were suppose d 

24 to have an appointment to come in to, to mee t with us today 

25 about, about your children. You and your wi fe were suppose d j 
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to be here at 3 : 00 o ' clock." 

2 MR. DAVIS: I object to this, your Honor . 

3 A. Why? 

4 MR . MELESCO: Carl, just ••• 

5 A. Okay. I'm sorry. 

6 THE COURT: What ' s that got to do with .• . 

7 Q. Well, your child was doing well at, at ••• 

8 A. Well, I was about to say, I was about to give you 

9 the circumstance whereby I found out how the child was 

10 doing. 

1, THE COURT : Was he doing al l right? 

12 A. The, the teacher said fine . You know, she called 

13 me, and she said •.. 

14 Q. Al l right. What about the other child, the 

15 younger child? Where was he going to school? 

16 A. He's going to Che sterbr ook Mo ntessori. It '.s h i s 

17 second ye ar the re , and he ' s doing fine . 

18 Q. Montessori for tho se of u s who a ren' t r e al s ure, 

19 is some type of speciali zed educ ation . 

20 A. It is, it is spe cialize d educa tion f o r gi f t P. d 

21 childre n . It's, it's unde r a program wo rked out by Maria 

22 Monte ssori . I'd give you a disse rtatio n o n Monte sso ri if 

23 you want . I don ' t think you want to go into that. 

24 Q. No. 

25 A. It's an e xce lle nt school . 
I 

I 
I 
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Q. All right. And that's pre-regular education? 

2 A. From, from two and a half until first grade. 

3 Q. All right. Was the tuition ... 

4 THE COURT: Mr. Rochelle, without be ing, getting into 

5 any parental pride, are your children special children? 

6 A. They're gifted. They're not retarded. They're 

7 gifted. 

8 THE COURT: No, I mean •.• 

9 A. Are they special? Yes, I think so. 

10 THE COURT: You know, special children don't have to 

11 be retarded I Mr. Rochelle. They can be ••. 

12 A. I understand. They can be •.• 

13 THE COURT: •.• exceptionally smart . Are they in 

14 tha t ••• 

15 A. Yes. 

... brilliant stage? THE COURT: I 

I 16 

17 A. Yes . Carl has been tested and proven, and I think I 
18 that John is. He displays as much intelligence as Carl I 
19 does. They 're both extremely inte llige nt c hildren. He 

20 r ead, h e read and write befJre he ever starte d school and 

21 did arithmetic which is something I never was quite able ... 

22 Q. We r e both children well adjusted in the schools 

23 they were in? 

24 A. Absolutely . No proble ms at all. 

25 Q. Happy? 
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A. Happy? Oh, gosh yes. 

2 Q. All right. Your wife has alluded to where you 

3 work. Where do you work? 

4 A. I work for American Broadcasting Company. 

5 Q. Radio or TV? 

6 A. Television. 

7 Q. And is that on the network or the, WMAL? 

8 A. Tha t's, that's for the network. 

9 Q. And what do you do the r e? 

10 A. I'm a producer, writer , reporter. 

11 Q. For, for the news department or • .• 

12 A. It's for syndication which is similar to that. We 

13 put together news stories and f eed them out to local sta-

14 tions . For instance, WMAL Television ... now WJLA ... would 

15 have received our material. I think it ' s WLVA in this 

16 market would .•• 

17 Q. All righ t. And the hours that your wife described , 

18 are those your hours ? 

19 A. Wel l, the hours are a very compl icated procedure. 

20 My average hourly work week on a year-round basis wi ll be 

21 somewh ere around thirty hours a week which is l ess than 

22 normal. 

23 Q. Why is that? Is t h at controlle d by an outside 

24 union? 

25 A. We ll , my union mandate s an e ight-hour day, a five -
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day week as mo st unions <lo I but in t ho prof cssion that I'm 

2 in, and I fall under a professional cate g ory, and I have a 

3 job to do and it takes a certain amount of time t o do the 

4 job. And when the job is done, then I don 't have to stay 

5 any l ong e r. My schedule is from 2 : 00 p . m. in the afternoon 

6 until 10:00 p.m. , b u t if I don't have a late breaking story 

7 I c a n come home. And in fact of the matter, most days I do 

a come home Wednesday , Thursday and Friday evening . Almost 

g eve ry evening I am home. 

10 

11 

Q. when "home , II is that temporary 
I 

Now, you say o n a i 

basis? have go back or home f or the . h I Do you to are you nig t?: 
I 

12 A. I ' ve had, I average going back about twice a year . 
i 
I 

13 Q. All right. And the wage s that your wife described,: 
I 

14 h ow much do you make ? 

15 A. I am a WGA top- scale union, a nd my salary with 

16 acting editor f ees f igure s out to be nine hundr e d and ninety~ 

17 six dollars ($996 . 00 ) every two weeks . 

18 Q. Is that take h ome or gross? 

19 A. That's gross. I make overt ime . With o vPr time , 

20 and there is no guarante e of any overtime . In fact, my 

21 company is now in the process of laying off t hirty-e ight 

22 peopl e and cutting back overtime. And so I suspect that 

23 there ' s not going to be any overtime . If I make the over-

24 time, I make a l ot o f money . If there ' s no o ve rtime, I 

25 don't . 
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Q. All right. This'll have ... how much money did you 

2 make last year, 1977? 

3 A. I made thirty-six thousand . 

4 Q. All right . And this year, how much are you going , 

5 to make? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A. I'll make about forty-two this yEar . 

Q. All right. 

A. It's an election year . That's the reason. 

Q. The stories provided the ... the election coverage 

10 provided the overtime. 

11 A. The election coverage ... well, what happens during 

12 the e lection year is people who normally are in one job are 

13 shifted. For instance, we had, we pulled two people and 

14 put them in Richmond. 

15 THE COURT: Mr. Rochelle, l et me ask you ... yo~ said 

16 you were making nine hundred and ninety-six dollars a w~c·k. 

17 A. That's straight time . 

18 THE COURT: All right . That's fifty- two thousand 

19 dollars a y ear. 

20 A. Nine hundred and ninety-six every two weeks , sir . 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 week. 

25 

THE COURT: Every two weeks . 

A. Eve ry two weeks. I'm sorry . 

THE COURT: I b eg your pardon. I 'thought you said a 

A. No. I wish. That would be nice . 
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' Q. All right . And that's before overtime or any-

2 thing? 

3 A. That's before overtime . If I make overtime on top 

4 of that , I can make a great deal of money . At that .. . it's 

5 unders tandable at that rate that your base pay is high if 

6 you have to work overtime . For instance, last week dur i ng 

7 the election the person I work with was out of town, and I 

a worked all day Monday and all day Tuesday. If the children 

9 had bee n with me, I would not have accepted that . For a 

10 point of record on that, I would have turned the overtime 

11 down and not made the money, but since I would, they weren't 

12 there, I chose to take it . 

13 Q. All right. You and your wife have b een married 

14 some seven and a half years. 

15 A. Roughly, yes . 

16 Q. All right . Have you ever mistreated your wife 

17 during the period of the ma rriage ? Phy sically? 

18 A. There is one time that I hit her . 

19 Q. Well, wha t . . . 

20 A. I will, I wil l admit that . 

21 Q. When was that and the circwnstances? 

22 A. Al l right. That was shortly befo re our first 

23 separati on , a nd I remember i t just like it was written in 

24 front o f me. We had gone out to shop for s ome furniture, and 

25 I got lost and took a wrong turn, and she started verbally 
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abusing me and accusing me of not wanting to go out. And 

2 then she demanded to be taken home, and I started home in 

3 the car. And she opened the car door and tried to jump out 

4 of it. I grabbed her by the arm and pulled her back in, 

5 and she said, "Will you give me custody of the children?" 

6 And I said, "No, I will not. They' re my children too, 11 and 

7 she said, 11 I' 11 kill them. 11 And I said, "You'd kill John 

I 
8 and Carl?" And she said, she said, "Yes, before I'd l et you i 

9 have them." I, I hit her. I hit her on the arm. I'm 

10 sorry. I lost control. · I just couldn't help it. 

11 Q. What kind of relationship do you yourself have 

12 with your children? 

13 A. Perfect . We play and, you know. May I have some 

14 water? (Pause) I get along well with the c h ildren. 

15 Q. Is it your desire to have the children live with 

16 you , for you to have custody? 

17 A . . Yes, sir. They've been in my ho me every night for 

18 the last six, e xcept for this last period when she startP. d 

19 taking them away, they've be~n there every night . And I 

20 miss ... 

21 Q. All right. Let 's go back, l e t's go back to the 

22 s eparation in June. Who left whom or was it an agr e ed sepa-

23 ration or ... 

24 A. She told me around May or so tha t she couldn't 

25 l eave with me an~nore, live with me anymore, a nd she wanted 

57 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

·11 

.-------------- --- -·- - - - ·- ---- - --- ··- - - -----~ 
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Mel esco) 

I 

I 
to move out . And I asked her to reconsider, and she I 

wouldn't. She said she had, she just couldn't live with me I 
anymore and she was going to move out . We went to a psycho!, 

ogist . She wanted me to go to a psychologist by t he name of I 

Brad Blanton , whom she had been s e eing for individual coun-

• I seling , counseling about .• . she has been diagno sed as neu rotic 

and depressed . 

MR . DAVI S : I object to that . 

A. I t' s the truth . 

THE COURT : That ' s proper , Mr. Davis . 

A. I have seen t h e diagnosis . I have seen the diag-

12 nos is. It was part of the pape rs that we submitted to the 

13 attorney in the law suit against Dr. Wiseberg . That's where , 
i 

14 I saw it. Okay . She had been seeing Mr . Blanton in counsel - ! 
I 

15 ing, and she said woul d I go to him to help wo rk out a 

16 separation agreement that was a me nable to b o th of us . And 

I 
I 
! 
i 

17 I said I would. And we went and talked . And we agreed that 1 

18 the chi ldren would stay with he r two days a week a nd t wo 

19 weekends a month. She wanted five hundrGd dol lars c a sh f o r 

20 her purposes to set up an a par t mr.nt in Wa s h i ngto1, D. C. I 

21 gave her that . I have a cance l e d check f or it. She wan t e d 

22 a hundred and fifty dollars a month to help her provide a 

23 place for the child r e n there . She was at that t .Lme wo r k i ng 

24 f o r Dr. Wise b e rg making twe lve t housand d o l lars a year . And 

25 I , that agreeme nt wa s worke d o ut and agree d to by both o f us . 1 

'-----·- -----· - · - ·- - -- 58 

5 2 . 



.-------- -·---- - ·- - - -· . . 
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Mcl 0sco ) 

Q. Was it written down or just something that you ..• 

2 A. It was not writte n down. It was . .. ! abjectly 

3 trusted her, absolutely trusted her. And I agreed to it. 

4 And when somebody agrees to something, you agree to it, you 

5 agree to it. I mean give your word on something, you 

6 should try to stand by it. And I didn 't think tha~ would 

7 come back. We ll, later on she said that we had no such 

8 agreement, but that was about the time that , of the separa-

9 tion and that being agreed, she moved out. I helped her . 

10 She asked me. I r ented a trailer and he l ped her move ... 

11 Q. Al l right . Where did the children go? 

12 A. They stayed just like they we re b e fore unt il the 

13 first of July. My mother came up first of July and we sent 

14 the children down to stay with her, as we often do in the I 
And my mother is sixty- I 15 sununertime . They wanted to visit . 

I 
16 1ittle 

! 
seven years old , not seventy something , and she e njoys 

' 
17 children . My father ' s dead and ... 

18 Q. All right . When school started up a ga in, whe re 

19 were the childre n living in Sept P.mbe r and Octo be r? 

20 A. All right . I brought Lhc childre n back . The y 

21 spent . . . the y went down to see my mothe r twic~ . I b rought 

22 

23 

24 

them back Labor Day and put them in school. And a l ong about I 
I 

that time she decide d that she didn ' t want to marry this ! 

Silverman p e rson that she was li ving with, and s h e wa nted to l 
I 

25 move back in with me . Well, I ' m s o rry . I 'd had e no ug h . I 
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said no, and when I said no, she said, "Well, I'm quitting 

2 my job." She did have a job then with a building construe-

3 tion firm in Alexandria that she had, paid her fifty dollars 

4 ••• I'm telling you what she told me. Paid her fifty dollars 

5 a week for working three days a week and was going to be 

6 full-time for twelve thousand dollars a year in November . 

7 She said, "I'm gonna quit my job and you' re gonna support 

s me and you're gonna support the children, and I'm taking the 

9 children." And from that point on, sir, she did have them 

10 five days a week because I was not willing to get in a fight 

11 with them. I called my attorney and we tried to negotiate 

12 some sort of arrangement whereby we, the children could be 

13 provided for. She kept calling me and wanted me to give her 

14 money. I'm sorry. I, I have a lot of obligations from 

15 bills that were run up before we were separated, and I've 

16 spent the last two years paying them off. And I didn't have 

17 a whole lot of money and I could not support two f amilie s. 

18 My bank account is open to anyone who wants to take a look 

19 at it. The re just is not that much money in it, de spite how 

20 much money I have made . And I could not give her the rent 

21 for her apartment and room and board , and I, I actually f e lt 

22 no obligation to . Why should I? I mean, she had chosen 

23 Wiseberg and she ' d chcsen Silverman. She ' d announced she 

24 was going to ma rry hi~ . She'd announced it to hi s wife ... 

25 I'm sorry ... his estrange d wife. He was s e p a rated too . And 
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I 

my children. And you can ask the children , that Le s was 
I 

2 going to be their stepfather. Why should I invite her back 1 

3 in, and why should I feel an· obligation to support her at 

4 that point? 

5 Q. What about supporting the children? 

6 A. My children never wanted for anything. I bought 

7 them clothes before she absconded with the m and brought the m ; 

a here. I just had brand new winte r coats. My mother said, 

9 "Let me pay for the winter coats for a Christmas present for . 

10 them." I bought that. They had had fifty or sixty dol lars 

11 worth of clothes from a clothes, clothing outlet. And I 

12 found out the other day t hat she apparently had gone to 

13 Sears and Roebuck in the last week or two and charged a 

14 hundred and some dollars worth of clothes and blankets for 

15 the m on an account that's been close d since we separate d. 

16 I got the bill in the mail, is the way I found out abou t 

17 that. 

18 Q. You don't mind paying t hat as l o ng as it's f or 

19 the c h ildren? 

20 A. Not long as it's for t he c h ildren, b ut I s ure 

21 would l i ke to k now that she's go nna use t hos e c harge accoun t~ 

22 befo r e s he goe s out a nd doe s s omethi ng l ike t ha t . I t c an be ! 

23 an awful surpr ise to someone who's on a budge t. 

24 Q. All right. Have you t a l ked to your mot her a bou t 

25 h e r he lping you out with the child r e n? 
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I 
A. I called my mother and told h e r , I said, after I'd j 

2 after I'd talked to Judge Ferrori, and Judge Ferrori ... 

3 Q. He ' s the ... Arlington County ..• 

4 A. He is the Arlington County ... I we nt to a juvenile 

5 intake officer in Arlington County, and we we nt to s ee Judge 

6 Ferreri. And Judge Ferreri immediately upon being told 

7 facts in the case said , I will take custody o f the childre n 

8 and . •. 

9 MR . DAVIS: I object ..• wait a minute . 

10 Q. That's when he entered the order that 's h~re? 

11 A. That's when he entered the or der that's h e re. And 

12 I said, "Well, sir, the children ... " I said, "Sir, the 

13 children are down there and what do I do? I me an , if I go 

14 down there, she's not going to give me the children. Can, 

15 can I just go down and take them?" And he said , "You do 

16 not . I specifically tell you do not go down and snatch the 

17 children and bring them back up here. Let the c ourts ha ndl e 

18 it." And he adv ise d my atto rne y t o c ontac t t he J a nd D Judg~ 

19 down here , Judge Wa rd , a:nd she did. And J udge Ward wrote my : 
I 

20 attorney back that it was his opinion that the case should 

21 be handle d in Arlington County . .. and ... 

22 MR. DAVIS : Judge, judge. Wait a minute, ple ase . 

23 THE COURT: What's the problem? We're no t in J and D 

24 · Court, Mr. Davis. 

25 MR. DAVIS: Sir? 

I 

i 
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THE COURT : We're not in J and D Court . 

2 MR . DAVIS: I know we're not, but I mean , I think that 

3 saying what everybody else said is grossly improper and I 

4 objec t to it. 

5 THE COURT : That's all right. It's not prejudiced 

6 anybody . Go ahead, Mr . Melesco . 

7 Q. All right. To make a l ong story short, did your 

s mother indicate she ' d come help you with the children? 

9 A. My mother would come and help me any time . She is 

10 retired. 

11 Q. Is there room in the house for you ... for her? 

12 A. Of course. Of course there is . There's plenty 

13 room in the house. 

14 Q. All right. Would you be abs e nt as much as your 

15 wife over there has described? 

16 A. I never have been absent as much as she describe d. 

17 I would not now nor have I b e en. My people at work know that 

18 I ' ve been taking care of the children f o r the last two ye ars 

19 and they accorrunoda te me if it becomes neces sary to chang e 

20 a sche dul e, to have someone cover my shift for some r eason.. 

21 Q. Would you give up your overtime to ke0p the chil-

22 dre n? 

23 A. Of course. Of course . 

24 Q. All right. The first s eparation where y'all were 

25 separated some, a litt l e bit over a year, who had the 
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children then? 

A. I did. 

Q. Who did? 

A. I did . They lived with me at my home . 

Q. All right . Were they spending weekends or partial I 

weekends with your wife? I 
A. They spent part of the weeke nd with my wife during I 

the day while I worked . They spent the evenings at my place. 

She kept them at my place or she kept them somewhere. In thJ 

afternoon when I got off work, she gave me the children and 

she went away. 

12 Q. And you had them what, Monday through Friday? 

13 A. I had them .. . well, on ... I had them Monday through 

14 Friday . They were . .. I had a licensed day care center that I 

15 took John a nd Carl to in the afternoon after school. See, 

16 I didn't, I don't have to go to work until 2 :00 o'clock. So 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 
I was available to feed them lunch and take t hem to the day, I 

I care center around 1:30. I 

Q. All right. Is your youngest child as neglected as I 
your wife has described him? 

A. Johnny? 

Q. Yes. With the no furn iture, no clothes and what 

have you? 

A. We had .. . 

MR. DAVIS: Let the witne ss testify, instead of Mr. 

i 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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Melesco l eading, please. 

2 THE COURT: Mr. Melesco, you 're putting words in your 

3 client's mouth. 

4 MR. MELESCO: Mr. Davis, I sat .here and didn't object 

5 to you. 

6 MR. DAVIS: Well, the Court has ruled. 

7 THE COURT: Y'all be quiet, or I'm going to ask the 

8 questions. 

9 Q. Mr. Rochelle, just describe the care that your 

10 youngest child received while he was in your custody. 

11 A. All right. What she was talking about, both chil-

12 dren lived in one room a t the other house. She stayed in 

13 the other room. And there was one dresser shared between 

14 the two of them. When I moved in the new house, I had been 

15 trying ... there is a dresser in his room now . I had b een try-_ 

16 ing to find a dresser for his room. I found one finally and 

17 painted it and fixed it up, and it is there . But there was 

18 one dresser in ... what happens now that they are both in 

19 separate bedrooms, and the one dresser wouldn't split. So 

20 it, until I got one, it was satisfact o ry, and I don ' t beli e ve 

21 there ' s any r eason to go out and buy a brand new dresser for, 

22 for a three year old chi l d when they ' re going to, you know , 

23 play with it and stick things in the side of it. So, ye s, 

24 he has a dresser. No, he ... I ... 

25 Q. What about his clothe s situation? 
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A. I wore hand- me- downs when I was a kid . I see ab-

2 solutely nothing wrong with him wearing an older brother ' s 

3 trouse rs if they fit and they 're not worn out . And there're ; 
I 

4 p lenty of clothes . He gets new clothes ever y year too, but I 

i 
5 they ' re , t ha t's what hand-me- downs are . And I, you know, if ~ 

6 you g rew up in a family with more than one child , you wore 

7 hand- me- downs . It's nothing wrong with that . 

8 Q. Just a second, please . 

9 THE COURT: Mr. Rochelle, your wife has testified to 

10 some length why she thinks you should not have custody of 

11 them and why she sho uld . Why do you think your wife should 

12 not have custody of the children? 

13 A. I think I'm a better parent. I think I ' ve proved 

14 that . 

15 THE COURT: Tel l me . I me an, why? Why do you think 

16 you should have custody and she shouldn ' t? 

17 A. Because I take better care of the children . I pro-

18 vide fo r them better . I'm more c o ncerned about th~m . 

19 THE COURT: Can you give me ... 

20 A. And ! .. . we ll, there ' re a l ot of little things 
' 

21 

22 

around the house , sir, over a period of y e a r s . For insta nce ,.

1

. 

the last two during the last year that we live d togethe r or 

23 ye ars we l ived together, she never wa shed thei r clo thes a 

24 single time. I had to wash their clothes . She .. . a mea l for 

25 them as far as she was concerned is a , is a sweet rol l f o r I 

I 
I 
I 
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breakfast and a peanut butt er sandwich for l unch . And I 

2 think a growing child ought to have more than that. 

3 THE COURT: What do you mean, she d i dn't wash their 

4 c l othes? 

5 A. I mean when the c l othes got dirty, she threw them 

6 down on the floor. When they got, there were no clothes 

7 left to wear, I picked them up and put them in the washing 

machine and washed them and folded them a nd put them up . 8 ' i 
I 

9 And I cleaned t he house a nd I made the beds, and I cooked I 
I 

I 

-. I 
THE COURT : What was your wife doing during that period! 

I 

10 the meals for the fami l y . 

11 

I A. Well, most of the time when she wasn ' t at work, she
1 

12 of time? 

13 

I 

I 14 was piled up on the couch , looking at TV and polishing her 

15 fingernails, or whatever. I mean it just didn ' t get done . 

16 Or she was out with the charge cards , working those depart-

17 ment store s over. About sixty-five hundred dollars worth of 

18 it when we separated the first time. And most of it •,,·as i n 

19 shoes and clothes , and none of it was a carry-ove r from when 

20 I \vas out of work. I pa id . . . whe n I got a j ob back at, wh1~n 

21 I got a j ob at ABC News after having been out of work for 

22 four months , there was approximately six or eight hundred 

23 dollars charged up on charge cards. And ... 

24 ·rHE COlJRT : Le t me ask you . •. you know , it ' s important 

25 t o me . She . . . you did the cooking and you d id the cleaning? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

2 THE COURT: You did the washing? 

3 A. Yes, sir. 

4 THE COURT: You looked after the house? 

5 A. Yes, sir. And I don ' t have any probl ems wi th male 

6 tendencies either. It's just a matter of I can't stand 
I 

7 living i n , you know .•. there are certain th ings t hat are, have 

somebody I 8 to be done, and if one p erson doesn't do them, then 

g else has to. I did it then and I still do it now. 

10 THE COURT: All right. Let me ask you another ques-

11 tion. You said that she was livi ng with Mr . Silverman? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 THE COURT: And during that period of time you agreed , 

14 I believe you said you agreed f or the, your wife to have the 

15 children two days a week . 

16 A. That was before she was living with Mr. Silverman 

17 that I made that agreement . I ... the agreement wa s continuin9 

18 during that period, but the agreement was made before she 

19 moved i n , before he moved in her apa r tment . 

20 THE COURT : Do yJu know ... can you tell the Court , do 

21 you know of your own knowledge that he moved in and was a ... 

22 A. I saw his furniture. I saw his shoes . I saw his 

23 goldfish tank. 

24 THE COURT: He was a co- tenant of that apartme nt? 

25 A. He was a co-tenant of that apartment, and the ... 

I 
I 
I 
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THE COURT: Did you at that time make any effort or 

2 s uggestion or attempt to have the chi ldren removed from that 

3 situati on? 

4 A. No , sir . I was hoping that she was discreet about 

5 i t . But I, I don' t feel it ' s my position to tell someone 

6 else ..• 

7 THE COURT: Did you visit in the apartment at that 

8 t ime? 

9 A. I had been in the apartment . I never saw him 

10 there . She, a couple of times, she had invited me to stop 

11 by , and she changed her mind at the last minute . I've never 

12 met the man. I ' ve seen his shoes, and I 've seen his aquari-

13 urn, and I've seen his clothes and his furniture , his color 

14 TV and his stereo . 

15 THE COURT : Where did he live ? 

16 A. He ' s a resident of either Arling ton or Al exandria . 

17 I ' m not sure which. 

18 THE COURT : It ' s in Virginia though? 

19 A. It's in Virginia , yes, sir. 

20 THE COURT : Can you find out where he lived? 

21 A. We can try . 

22 THE COURT: I mean we can all try . I mean without any 

23 great effort can you determine where he l i ved? 

24 A. We could ask her, but I can ' t off the top of my 

25 head . I woul d have to . • . I ' m not e ven ... I would have t o make 
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some telephone calls to Les Silvermans and try to fi nd the 

2 right one, and I'm not sure that I could do that. I . •. 

3 THE COURT: Okay, gentle me n. Any further questions, 

4 Mr. Melesco? 

5 MR. MELESCO: No, sir . The Court have any further •.• 

6 I guess Mr . Davis does. 

7 THE COURT: I know he does, but do you have any? 

8 MR. MELESCO: No , sir. 

9 THE COURT: All right , Mr. Davis. 

10 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

11 BY MR • DA VIS : 

12 Q. Mr . Rochelle, you take home nine , sixty-six every 

13 two weeks? 

14 A. No, sir. I gross nine hundred and ninety-six · 

15 dollars every two weeks. 

16 Q. I mean gross that. 

17 A. Without overtime. That is my . .. I have a c opy of 

18 my un ion contract if you'd like to see it . 

19 Q. No, sir. 

20 A. Okay. 

21 Q. What I'm g e tting at is you, if you did nothing but 

22 just work, just take home that pay, or l e t's assume that you 

23 could take home the whol e pay of nine , ninety-six. 

24 A. Right . 

25 Q. Am I correct in s aying that you would make t wen ty 
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thousand, n ine hundred and sixteen dol lars a year? 

2 A. I haven't got my calculator i n front of me . 

3 THE COURT: He said while ago he made thirty-two 

4 thousand dollars last year, I believe. 

5 A. I made . .. yes. I'm admitting that I've made a lot 

6 of money. I ' m telling you that I make the money on the 

7 basis of overtime , and if there is no overtime a vailabl e by 

s the c ompa ny-- ! work f or a very big corporation- - and at time s 

g they mandate no overtime, a nd if they mandate no ove rtime, 

10 by golly, that's what it me a ns--no overtime . 

11 Q. Mr. Rochelle, that's fine. That's all . well and . .. 

12 A. Okay . 

13 Q. All I'm saying is your base salary is twenty 

14 thousand, nine hundred and sixteen dollars, and you ave rage 

15 thi rty hours a week to g e t that. Is that correct? 

16 A. I get paid for forty hours a week . I work thirty 

17 h ours a week most of the time . 

18 Q. That woul d b e forty hours a week right there? 

19 A. I beg your pardon? I don·' t unde rstand . 

20 Q. If you average d forty ho urs a week and nothing 

21 more, you would draw ... 

22 A. That sa l ary, ye s . Nine, ninety-six . 

23 Q. Twe nty tho usand , nine hund r e d and sixteen dolla r s 

24 if I 1 m . . . 

25 A. Assuming your arithme tic . . . 
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MR. MELESCO: For the record , it's closer to twenty-

2 six t housand, Mr. Davis. 

3 THE COURT: That's what I've got. It's vie ..• 

4 A. I'd, assuming that •.. 

5 THE COURT: Five hundred dollars a week figured rough- ' 

6 ly, gross. 

7 MR. MELESCO: Yes, sir. 

8 A. Okay. I ..• 

9 THE COURT: Twenty-six thousand dollars a year, and he 

10 says that he, overtime he made thirty-two thousand dollars. 

11 Q. The whole point I'm making is, you said that you 

12 averaged thirty hours a week, but in '77 and '78 you 

13 couldn't possibly have averaged thirty hours a week, could 

14 you? In other words, you had to work a whole lot of over-

15 time in ' 77 and '78 to have amassed over and above ... 

16 A. Sir, sir, I'm afraid you don't c ompletely unde r-

17 stand the nature of the business . I can be asked to c ome in 

18 to work on my day off and work thirty minutes. My union 

19 contract mandates I'm paid for e ight hours of ove rtime ... and 

20 I've worked thirty minutes. That's a fac t . 

21 Q. But did ... where did you come up with the th irty 

22 hours average you worke d? 

23 A. I can, I can pull my union time sheets if you'd 

24 like to see them, sir. 

25 Q. I'm just ... is that off the t op of your head ? 
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A. That 's approximate , yeah. 

2 Q. All right . You ' re away from the home a fair 

3 amount of the time, are you not? 

4 A. No, sir, I ' m not . 

5 Q. Are you trying to tell the Court that •. . 

6 A. I am. 

7 Q. I haven't finished my que~tion . 

8 A. Oh, okay. 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
! 
i 

10 

Q. Are you trying to tell the Court that Mrs. Rochelll 

did not do any of the housekeeping, did not take care of the 

9 

11 children in any fashion? For instance, at supper time, she I 
12 

i 
! didn't even fix them supper? You pre-, you cooked supper 

13 before you left? Is that what you're trying to tell the 

14 Court? When you work from 2 : 00 ti l l 10:00? 

15 A. When I work from 2:00 to .10:00 , I never work from 

16 2 : 00 to 1 O: 00 . 

17 Q. That's what you said your h ours were . 

18 A. I said that was my schedule. I said if I had to 

19 work late . .. I work till 11 : 00 as a matter of fact. And the 

20 nights that she came over, she fed the m. I could always 

21 tell that she had fed them be cause whe n I came in to pick 

22 them up, there would be dirty dishes in t he sink and di r ty 

23 pans on the stove. She ... I'm sorry , sir. It's .. . the Judge 

24 ask ed me and I told him . 

25 Q. Well, okay. She, she bought .. • i t ems that you said 
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that she had purchased and so forth, she purchased clothing 

2 items for herself and for the children. Is that correct? 

3 A. What specific instance are you referring to? 

4 Q. I don't know. Any instance. 

5 A. Well, you have to be specific about it. Rarely 

6 did she buy clothing specifically ... ! usually tried to go 

7 along when she bought the stuff for the children. 

8 Q. Who bought clothing for the children? 

9 A. I'd, like I just said, we tried, I tried to go 

10 along at times . I like to have her along . 

11 Q. But who primarily bought the clothing for the 

12 children? Your wife did. 

13 A. I just told you. I like to be along . We primari-

14 ly bought it together. 

15 Q. We're talking about psychiatrists and infidelity 

16 and that sort of thing. You were seeing the same psychia-

17 trist she was, were you not? 

18 A. I saw the psychiatrist, Wiseberg, for marriage 

l9 counseling and marriage counseling only at her insistence, 

20 and my diagnosis will reflect that . 

21 Q. That's .. . ! don 't question that at all. 

22 A. Okay . Okay. 

23 Q. I ' m just saying you saw ... you were:! seeing the ... 

24 what's sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander . You ... 

25 A. I b eg your pardon? Wait a minute. 
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Q. You were seeing the psychiatrist too, were you 

2 not? 

3 A. May I have an explanation of "sauce for the goose, ! 

4 sauce for the gander? " 

5 THE COURT: Mr . Davis, just ask the q uestions and get 

6 responses ... 

7 A. I didn ' t have sex with Dr. Wiseberg if that's 

B what you're asking. 

9 Q. Did you have s ex with Nancy Gleason then? She 

10 was a girlfriend, right? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

A. Did I have s ex with her? 

Q . No. I withdraw that question. That's not .. . I 

don't even care about that. I'm sorry. 

Nancy Gleason? During ... 

A. I dated Nancy Gleason ... 

Q. Okay. 

Were you not seeing I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

A. After my wife announce d that she was getting 

18 married . 

19 Q . Okay, okay. 

20 A. Yes , I date d h er . She didn't live with me though . 

21 Q. In 1976 you had drafte d by your attorney a seven-

22 page separation agreement whe rein you agreed t o have , for 

23 your wife to have custody of the two infant children born of 

24 your marriage, d i d you not? 

25 A. That's correct. 
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Q. And you agreed to pay child support then? 
I 

2 A. Yes, sir. 

3 Q. Did you feel then that she was not taking for, 

4 taking care of the children? 

5 A. I'm glad you asked me a question . I was ~pprised 

6 by most everybody, attorneys included, that I didn't have a 

7 chance in •.• whatever . •. of ge tting custody of the children if 

a I f ought, that I was throwing time and money down the drain 

9 to try to fight for the childre n. And so I agreed to l et 

10 her have custody of the children and to pay child support 

11 so that she could have them. I didn 't do it b e cause I 

12 wanted to. 

13 Q. I ' m not saying you did, but I 'm saying you agre ed 

14 to it. Yo u thought a t that time she was better capabl e of 

15 taking ... 

16 A. No, sir. I did not think she was better capable . 

17 I thought that I did not have a chance to win . That ' s why 

18 I didn't fight . 

19 Q. And you just l e t your childre n go that easy then? 

20 That ... is that what you ' re saying? 

21 THE COURT : Mr. Davis, l e t me interrupt you . I don't 

22 like that the , the phraseology. I don 't think pare nts 0 vc r 

I 
I mean , it's not a p e rmanent r emova l , t hat I 

sort of s ituation. Answer the question for him , Mr. Rochelle~ 

23 l et chi ldren go. 

24 

25 Q. Your mother lives in Caro l ina and is how old? 
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A. My mother is sixty-seven years old as of October 

2 the 16th . 

3 Q. And she's retired. 

4 A. She's retired, a year and a half ago, the super-

5 visor of a county nursing home . She ' s a registered nurse . 

6 Q. Does she own her home and maintain her home in 

7 Carolina? 

8 A. She does . She does . 

9 Q. Whereabouts in Carolina? 

10 A. Washi ngton. 

11 Q. And you propose that if you 're awarded custody of 

12 the children to have , have your mother come up and live in 

13 with you permanently and take care of the children? 

14 A. No , sir. I don't propose to have my mother come u 

15 and live permanently. I propose to have my mother come up 

15 a nd help me out until I can ... this has happened before, sir . 

17 It happened the first time . She had the children . .. 

18 Q. Just answer my question . 

19 A. Okay . 

20 Q. My question is, do you ... 

21 A. The answer . . • well, I ' ve answered that part of it. 

22 I was just alluding further. No , the answer is, I d o not 

23 plan to have my mother come up on a permane nt basis and stay 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

24 with my children . I don 't b e lieve that young children should 

25 be reare d by a sixty-seven year old parent. 
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Q. Okay, fine. Now , we get ... your mother coming up 

2 and stabilizing things is what you or getting things settled 

3 if you are awarded custody. That's what you anticipate doing 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

now? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Al l right. What , what then ? What do you anti ci -

pate doi ng then while you ' re working your thirty hours? 

A. I wi ll do the same thing my wife woul d do if she 

has custody o f the childre n. I will have someone to s i t 

I 
I 

! 
I 

' 

I 

I 
10 with t hem . Bel ieve me , a sales, a radio salesman job is not I 
11 a forty-hour a week j ob . Anybody can tel l you that i s in th~ 
12 business . It's more l ike a fi fty or sixty-hour a week j ob . 

13 She's gonna be putting more hours in t he j ob than I am . 

14 Q. Do you have anybody, do yo u have a nybody line d up 

15 for t ha t? 

16 A . Yes . 

17 Q. Who is it that you have li ned up for t hat? 

18 A. Lined up? I have peopl e who will do it now. I do 

19 not h ave a permane nt p erson line d up. Okay? I tol d you 

20 t hat I would have my mothe r come up and stay with the chil-

21 dre n until I c oul d hire someone who is s ati sfac t ory , who is 

22 available t o stay a nd k eep the childre n a t my home. 

23 Q. Are you willing to . .. assuming that the Co urt we re 

24 to give c ustody to your wife , are yo u willing to pay c hild 

25 support payments to your wife for the childre n? 
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A. Sir, I would always support my children. 

2 Q. All right. Do you have any i dea or any figure in 

3 mind as to what you consider? 

4 MR . MELESCO : That's for the Court to decide , Mr. 

5 Davis. 

6 A. Sir, I can't, I can't see that ... you want to know 

7 my opinion. I don 't, I can ' t see how that ... all right. I' m ; 

I 
sorry . No, I do not have a figure in mind for child support 

I 
because I don 't think I should be put in the position of 

8 

9 

10 having to pay child support. I think I' ve had the children 

11 with me for about ninety percent , ninety- five percent of the 

12 last two years, and I think they should c ontinue to stay 

13 with me if you want to know my opinion . And that's it. 

14 That's why I have no figure. I can't believe that t hey 

15 shouldn't continue to stay with me. 

16 Q. You don't know that, you're not trying t o insinu-

17 ate or say to the Court that your wi fe has ever abused the 

18 children or would abuse them, ar~ you ? 

19 A. Sir, I don ' t know ... I, the re 's been a time I would 

20 have said, "No , I don ' t think she would ." I' m sorry . I 

21 c annot say that now . She has, she screams at them and 

22 shouts at them . She scrc<:ims and shouts at me . She cusses 

23 ~t them like a sai lor, and she cusses at me like a sailor , 

24 and I thought h e r behavior was rather pred i ctable , bu t she 

25 just up and absconded with the children. I went, I called 
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h er apartment on Sunday afternoon when I got off work . I 

2 was coming by to pick up the children . I got no answer. 

3 I' ve been calling since Fri day , because it was a birthday 

4 party for Carl that he was invited to go to . I'd been try-

5 ing to get hold of her so she could maybe take him t o the 

6 birthday party . No answer. And Sunday I call ed, no answer . 

7 Monday I wen t over . I went to h e r apartment Sunday night 

8 and there wa s no one there . Monday I wen t to the kids' 
i 

9 
I school to pick them up and the kids weren ' t there, and that's 

10 sort of embarrassing . You drive up to pi~k up your children 

11 and the teacher says , "Well , Johnny didn ' t come to school 

12 today." "He didn't?" Now, that's unpredictable b e havior, 

13 sir . And , no , I can 't say that she wouldn't hurt them. I 

14 would have said that at one time . I don ' t know now what . 

15 Q. Her manife stations or her outward expressions are 

16 not any different than they we r e whe n you signed that s epara~ 

17 tion agreement , are they? 

18 A. Which separation agreeme nt are you talking about? 

19 The first one? 

20 Q. The one that you agreed to l e t her have custody 

21 of the children. 

22 A. Ye s, they are different . Yes, sir . Quite so . 

23 Q. Cusse s worse? Is tha t what you ' re s.:iying? 

24 A. Yes. We ll, cussing 's not going to hurt a child. 

25 I don't think a child should be called somP. o f the th ings 
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that they have been called and have some of the things said 

2 in front of them that they should , but that's not going to 
I 

3 hurt the child. But she has been t hrough . . . since tha t s epa- · 

4 ration agreement, she's bee n through three .. . one psychia-

5 trist and t wo psychologists . And, you know ... I ' m not sure 

6 that they do you any good. No, I think the bette r place for 

7 the children would be with me . I have the same j ob that I 

8 h ave had for the last five y e ars. I live in the same area . 

9 I hope to buy a house if I can get my f amily p roblems re-

10 solved someday , so the children will have a home of their 

11 own to come to inste ad of a rented house . I am a stabl e 

12 individual and rel iable, and it's a proven fa c t you can •.. 

. i 
I 

I 

I 
i 

13 that ' s o ne of the reasons I wanted the c ase heard in Arling- ! 

14 
j 
I ton was because you can talk to any numbe r of peopl e and 

15 find out who's been taking care of the children and whe ther , 

16 whether I am stable or not . 

17 Q. Let me ask you one othe r question . I don't know 

18 whether it really makes any diff e rence or whether anything 

19 I've aske d you make s a ny d iffe r e nce. ' But is it true that you 
I 

20 d idn't l e t your wife make any purchases or pay a ny of the 

21 bills during the first portion o f your marri ag e ? 

22 A. No , sir , that ' s not compl etely true. Tha t is not 

23 true . 

24 Q. Is it almost true? 

25 A. No, sir, it ' s not almos t true . I was , about six 

I 

I 

' ,__ ________ --- ---- - --- 81 ---- - -· .. - -- ------·--·- -

75. 



Carl Rochelle - Cross (Davis) - ----·- -·-1 

2 

3 

4 

months before I opened a joint checking account with her, 

but I was sort of a little gun-shy when I found out that she 

had about a six hundred dollar loan in one of those fly-by-

night fina nce companie s, and, and I was a little iffy there 

5 for a whi l e about turning the checkbook over to h e r. I 

6 found that out quite by surprise when the guy called the 

7 apartment we were living in and wanted to collect, and I 

8 didn't know who the heck he was and what he was calling 

9 about. And it was behind payment and, you know, after 

10 a while I, I did give her a joint checking account. And she 

11 had a joint checking account the whole way through . And she 

12 didn't abuse the joint checking account a great deal ... an 

I 

13 occasional ... no more, I suspect , than any wife would . All oB 

14 her abuse was with charge cards . There , s he didn't terribly ' 

15 ••• but when she moved back in for the next reconciliation, 

16 there were a couple of reasons I did not, I did not ... she 

17 wanted me to give her back her j oint che cking account. I 

18 woul dn't put back a joint che cking account. It was a trial 

19 to see if things would work back out. She slept with me for 

20 about a month or month and a half after she moved back in 

21 for the reconciliation. She moved out of my bed and into 

22 the spare bedroom. She had the proceeds of a t e n thousand 

23 dollar law suit of her own to spend as she wished--settle-

24 ment of a case where a man had b eaten her up in Washington, 

25 D. C. , and she won the settl ement in tl :at. She had mo ney. 
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She had a twelve thousand dollar a year job. I saw no 

2 reason to give her a joint checking account or give her 

3 charge cards. The fact of the matter, I did loan her a 

4 charge card one time and she immediately went out and 

5 ~harged it up to a six hundred dollar limit ... c l othes that 

6 she bought for a trip she took with the good Dr . Wiseberg 

7 down to Atlanta which ... forgive my sarcasm . I just felt 

a funny finding out I was paying for clothes to show off for 

g another man. 

10 THE COURT: Any further questions, Mr. Davis? 

11 MR . DAVIS: No, sir . 

12 MR . MELESCO : Just one question, if your Honor please . 

13 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

14 BY MR . ME LESCO: 

15 Q. The s eparation agreement Mr . Davis has questioned 

16 you about, just for my own ... was that the same peri od of 

17 time that she started out with the kids and you ended up 

18 with them? 

19 A. Yes, sir, that's corr~ct. She kept them for about 

20 a month and a half and then told me to take the childre n, 

21 she couldn ' t take it anymore . 

I 

I 
I 

Mr . Davis, will you introduce that copy of I 
I 

22 THE COURT: 

23 

24 

25 

that agreement or the agreemen t itse lf in to evidence? 

MR . DAVIS : I don't have it , your Honor. I've got a 

copy I'll be glad to introduce . It' s not signed . 

I 

I 
I 
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THE COURT: I k now , but just the , there 's no question 

2 about the .. . 

3 MR. DAVIS : I ' m apprized ... she signed. I'm apprized 

4 tha t both parties signed i t. It's just her copy. 

5 THE COURT: That ' s what Mr . .. . 

6 MR . MELESCO : I'd like him to read it. I ' ve never 

7 seen it . Just make sure that it ' s .. • 

8 THE COURT : All right. Y ' all can authenticate that 

g aftenvards. 

10 MR. MELESCO : Okay . 

11 THE COURT: Do you want me ·to save you gentlemen some 

12 time? 

13 MR . DAVIS : I don ' t think it makes ... 

14 THE COURT : Any other evide nce, Mr. Me lesco? 

15 MR . MELESCO : No, sir. 

16 THE COURT : I ' ll tell you what I ' m going ... I know 

17 what I'm going to do . You can stand aside, Mr . Roche lle. 

THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

19 TI;IE COURT: Let me . ~ .y ' all teach me some law. It has 

20 nothing to do with this case at all. How in the world can 

21 a J and D Court take custody of children who are not even 

22 within the jurisdicti on of the court? And it r e c ognizes 

23 that fact in the o rder . 

24 MR. MELESCJ : Judge , I wasn ' t there. 

25 THE COURT: I know, but I mean, is it customary? I 
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mean, y'all tell me. I'm just, plain questions . 

2 MR. MELESCO: I think i t's . .. factual matter. 

3 THE COURT: Let's say it's John Jone s and Jane Jones. 

4 Can they do it? 

5 MR . MELESCO: I think that's where they reside. This 

6 is one of these cases I can't tel l you what . . . 

7 THE COURT: It doesn't say that. It said the children I 
I 

a are within the purview of the Juvenile and Dome stic Relation 

g District Court of Arl i ngton County . 

10 MR . DAVIS : I think what it amounted to is just a race 

11 to the courthouse to see who got there the quickest: 

12 MR . ROCHELLE: May I state something, sir? 

13 THE COURT : Custody should b e granted to the father 

14 figure pending a further cus tody hearing and notification 

15 to the mother . 

16 MR. ROCHELLE: Sir. 

17 THE COURT: How can you grant custody .. . the Cour t can 
I 

take custody, but how can yo u grant c1..:s tody to a parent withJ 
I 

18 

19 out notification to t he o t h e r? I 

20 MR . ROCHELLE: Sir, I was in court with . .. I talke d to 

21 a intake officer, I think they 're calle d, and I went to 

22 c ourt and told Judge Ferrer i that the chi ldren had been 

23 take n away, that my wife had absconded ~ith the children 

24 without g ivi ng any notice to me. And he sa i d the Cour t will 

25 t ake cus tody of the childre n . 
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THE COURT: He didn't do that. 

2 MR. ROCHELLE: Well, I unde rstood it was done ex 

3 parte, and he said, 'the J and D Court in Franklin County 

4 may, can take custody of it also and I would suggest that 

5 you talk, discuss it with them and ask them if they rel ease , 

6 custody ... " 

7 THE COURT: I'm just trying to learn s omething, Mr. 

a Rochelle so don't, you'll have to bear with me a minute. 

9 MR. ROCHELLE: All right . 

10 THE COURT: But he gave those, custody of those chil -

11 dren to you? 

12 MR. ROCHELLE : Yes, sir. 

13 THE COURT: Which he had no right to do--and you can 

14 tell him if you want--that he absolutely no right . The 

15 Court could take custody of the m but ... pending a determina-

16 tion. 

17 MR. MELESCO: That's what he thinks they did . 

18 THE COURT: I know . 

19 MR. ROCHELLE: That's what I thought he did , sir . I 

20 thought he took custody. 

21 THE COURT: But he didn 't. Herc 's what he did. He 

22 said, "Custody of the children should be grante d to their 

23 father, Carl Rochelle . " 

24 MR. ROCHELLE : Right. 

25 THE COURT: Okay . And that's what he did. 
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MR. ROCHELLE: I thought that •.. I'm sorry. 
i 

2 THE COURT: Pending a further custody hearing. I 

I 
3 MR. ROCHELLE: But the custody ... ! think he meant that I 

I 

4 they were to live with me. 

5 THE COURT: Well, I may not ... I don't know Judge 

6 Ferreri, but he's, I assume, he is a smarter individual than • 

7 I am because he's doing things that I don't know anything 

8 about. 

9 MR. MELESCO: Judge, I got · lost in Juvenile Court 

10 today. I don' t ... 

11 THE COURT: All right, gentlemen, be that as it may. 

12 Here's what I'm going to do: The Court is going to take 

13 custody of these two children, and I want an in-depth inves-

14 
j 

tigation. I'm going to leave the physical, them physically j 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

with their mother, but the Court has custody of them. I 

want an in-depth investigation, Mr. Melesco and Mr. Davis, 

both in Arlington County, primarily in Arlington Co unty of 

everything that's transpired· or has been testifi e d he re 

today occurred or relates to have occurre d in Arlington. 

And I want it done immediately, and I want your order drawn 

to ... 

MR . MELESCO : Who do you want it done by? Cou r t 

I 
I 
I 
I 

23 Services ... 

24 THE COURT : I want the Court Se rvices Unit to do it. 

25 MR. ROCHELLE: Sir, if I ma y ·. A probatio n officer 
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was assigned in Arlington to this case. 

2 THE COURT: Well, I'm a little l eery of ... and I'm not 

3 ... everybody 's human, Mr. Rochelle, but in the, you know ... 

4 Carolyn Riesenman is the probation officer. That means 

5 that she's got to run the ... she's a part of this office . 

6 You know, I just want to be fair to both you and your wife, 

7 and I want an in-depth inve stigation but I don't want a 

a biase d one. 

9 MR. MELESCO: You want somebody other than the lady 

10 on that? 

11 THE COURT: I want ... 

12 MR. MELESCO: I'm sure they ' ve got twenty or thirty 

13 up there as big as they are. 

14 THE COURT: But I need to know some information. 

15 MR. DAVIS: If you r Honor please, do you want us to 

16 prepare an order and present it to you? 

17 THE COURT : I want you and Mr. Melesco to prepare an 

18 order and pre sent it to me. 

19 MR . DAVIS : That the ... do you want a partial, do you 

20 want a study h e re of the home situation of this lady? 

21 THE COURT: Yes, but the main thing I want to know, 

22 Mr. Davis, is the allegations that have been made by, f or 

23 and against both of these individuals. I'm inte resting in 

24 the welfare of these children and that alone . Some damaging 

25 all egations have been made in reference to how the se children 

---·----
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------··- ··-.. ----. ·-----1 
I 

h ave been taken care of or how they have not b een taken care 

2 of, by both parties, and I want to know about it. 

3 

4 

MR . MELESCO : The only thing I'm confused 

somebody in the Court Service s Unit but not the 

on, you want I 
girl that I 

I 
I 

5 did this. 

6 THE COURT: That's right. 

7 MR. MELESCO: Okay . 

8 MR . ROCHELLE: Well, she has made no . . . I'm sorry. 

9 MR . MELESCO : Would you mind if Mr . Davis and I just 

10 cal led up there and expl a i ned it to them? 

11 MR. DAVIS : We ' ve got to get an order . 

12 MR. MELESCO: We 'll get the order, but explain exactly I 
13 what .. . 

14 THE COURT: I need something, and I don't want it 

15 biased because . .. if ne cessary , I want y ' all to get the copy 

16 of the report and if ne c e ssary . .. l e t ' s do it this way: I 

17 want them to name individuals, t h e report to name i ndividu-

18 als-.-"John Jones says that Mrs. Rochelle is no good ; John 

19 Jone s says t hat Mr . Rochelle i s no good . I wan t the m to put 
1 
! 

20 that in t he report, and if neces-, g e t y'all g~t a copy of 

21 the report a week ahead of time b e fore we set this next hear~ 

22 ing, and if necessary you can Slli1U11ons these people down here 

23 to make the m t estify. I don't want any , "Am I at f a ult if 

24 soomeone says so-and-so? " You unde rstand? 

25 MR . MELESCO: Mm huh. (Affirmative ) 

I .._ ___________ -- ---·· ··---· -- 89 ·-
• _ ____ __J 
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- - ------ ·- ---· ·----

THE COURT: Do you understand, Mr. Davis? 

----.. -·--1 
2 MR. DAVIS: I think so , your Honor. 

3 THE COURT: And I want t he ... Mrs. Rochel l e , you con-

4 tinue with, you 'll have physical custody of the children 

5 until such a time as we can get the report. Mr . Mel e sco? 

6 MR . MELESCO : Yes, sir . 

7 THE COURT: Can your client b e h e re on s hort notice as 1 

8 soon as we get the report? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. MELESCO: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT : Mrs. Rochelle, I'm goi ng to admonish you 

to, thos e children, you and your children will remain within 

the jurisdiction of this Court unti l the Court makes a final ! 

13 determination . Do you understand? 

14 MRS . ROCHELLE : Sure. I have no inte ntions of going 

15 anywhere. I l ive here. 

16 THE COURT : I just want that to be quite fra nkly u nder 

17 stood so ..• 

18 MR . DAVIS : If your Hono r ple ase, t he o r der will c o n-

19 tinue gene r ally· until these r e po r ts ha ve c ome in and t hen 

20 we ' ll s et a day . 

You and Mr . Me l e sco draw the orde rs directl 

22 ing an i nve s tiga ti o n to b e made immediate ly a nd t ha t a c opy 

21 'rHE COURT : 

23 be fu r nishe d c ouns e l and a copy be furnis hed t he Court . As 

24 soo n as we g e t t hat, we will set the hea r ing da te . 

25 MR. MELESCO : So, t o i mpos e up on t h e Court ... my 

'------·---- - -- ·- ----- - --- - - _ _ _ ___J 
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experience in the se things be ... if we d r aw t he order, it 

2 would help a lot if you will send the c overi ng l e tter up 

3 there . 

4 THE COURT: I will do that. I will have Mr s .... 

5 MR. MELESCO : Okay. 

6 THE COURT: An atteste d c opy of t he o r der will go . . . 

7 MR. MELESCO: Along with a cove r ing l ett e r f r om you, 

8 we'll get a much quicker response than something from Mr. 

9 Davis and myself. ., 

10 THE COURT: Okay, gentlemen. 

11 * * * * * 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

'--- ----·· -- -· -- - -- - ·- ·- -- ·-. 91 
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ORDER 

·-
This day came both parties b y counsel upon 

a motion of t h e plaintiff , Connie Gale Peters Rochel l e, that 

the Court Order the Court Services Unit of the Juvenile and 

Domestic Re lations Distr~ct Court for the County of Franklin, 

Virginia, and/ o r the Department of Human Servi c es for the 

County of frankl i n , Virqinio, t o con(]uct .:in im·cst i':i u tion nf 

the prese~t circumstances of the p l aintiff, Connie Gale Pe ter s 

rtochelle, and her suitability to hav0. custody of the infant 

children of the parties hereto . 

UPON CONSIDE HATION WHEREOF , it is ADJUDGED , 

ORDERED a nd DECREED that the Court Services Unit of t he Juvenile 

and Domestic !~e lations District Court for the County of Frank lin, 

Virginiu , .::irnJ / o r the Dcp.:ir:..rnent of !Ium.:in Services for the County 

of Frankl in , Virginia, conduct .:in investi gation .:is to t he suit-

1 abi lity of the plainti ff herein to have custody of s uch infant 
' NO SHAPIRO ! 

0"•C CS I! children, and to r eport to the Court: its findings within a 

~;:::~.~~ .. ~:· ~ reasonabl e time, but no later than sixty (60) days . 

The Clerk of this Court is hereby di r ected 

to certi fy a copy of this Order to the Court Se rvi ce s Unit of 

the Juvenile and Domestic Re l ations District Court for the 

County of Franklin, Virginia , and/or the Department of Human 

Servi ces for the County of Franklin, Virginia . 

92 

• 



ENTER: This day of , 1979. --- --- -

Judge 

I request the entry of this Order: 

Of Counsel for the Plaintiff 

Seen: 

Counsel for the Defendant 
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, . .....,_ 

COU RT REPORT 
ARLINGTON JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

DISTRICT COURT 
· ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

A '. _INGTON COUNTY. VII ;!NIA 
JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS DISTRICT COURT 

P .O . DO X 92:5 
ARLINGTON . V IRGINIA 222115 

March 6, 1979 
CARL J B E Y J'.LF. R OERTON V K R •'"' t. • 

• S(AVIC(S AQM 1 ,.,.l~HAATOM 

The Honorable B. D. Davis III 
Circuit Court 
Franklin County Unit 
Main Street 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 

Your Honor: 

RE: Connie G. P. Rochelle vs 
Carl A .. nochelle 

Enclosed fS the custody investigation r eport pertaining 

JUO Gt 

J U O C C 

to the above-named case, pending in the Circuit Court of FranJ:lin 

County. 

'- ·-
r'f//././ 

Cherie B. 
Probation Supervisor 

. / . . 
Ras .ectfu11y, 

~[ .1_ .~--4/?j . (!,.(_ _.~ ., .. .-,_,,.._.,._..,..J 
Carolyn Rie~~~n 
Se nior Probation Counselor 
703-550-2179 
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:~~:.:: rJ'r 

)! :T,E t·:. : 

£VIOUS 
.0 U I. E :.-15 : 

,. 

COURT REPORT 
l\RLil~GTOl.J JUVE;lILE AND DO~·lliSTIC RELJ,TIONS 

DISTRICT COURT 

Nl\ME: 

ADDRESS : 

DATE OF BIRTII: 
PLACE OF nIJ\'1' 11 : 

SEX : i-L'\.LE 

DA'l'E 01" BIRTH: 
PLACE OF BIRTH: 

SEX : MALE 

ADDRESS: 

FATHER: 

f·!OTliER: 

AP..LINGTO~~ , VIRGINIA 

CARL A. ROCHELLE III 

ROUTE ~ 1 , BOX 4161\ 
ROCKY MO UNT , VIRGIN I A 

1/30/72 
MI NN ESOTA 

R7\CJ.:: : CAUCASl.7\N 

J OHN A. ROCHELLE 

12/23/74 
WASHINGTON , D. C . 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

RbUTE #1 , BOX 416 A 
ROCKY MOUNT, VIRG I~Ul\ 

CARL A. ROC HELLE 

COi-JNIE ROCHELLE 

·- - ·- - ·- ·· --- - - - - - -·- -- -- -- ·-- - - - -----

Cl\SE NO .: J 78- 39 3 

CA SE NO.: J 78-39 3 l\ 

ADDRESS: 4301 NORTH 
39TI! s·rREET, ARLINGTON, 
VI RGIN I A 222J7 

ADDRESS: Sl\ME AS 
CHILDRCN 

- - - - --- - - ----- - -- - 1 

i On 10/25/ 78 , Mr. Carl Roch e lle f iled a petition with the Arlingtoj 
\ County Juvenile & Do 1:ic stic Re l at i ons Distr i ct court requesting 
j custody o~ h~ !; . t\·!O chi J d ren: llowe vcr, aft~ r _P1oving to r .ocky . 
I ~~unt, V1rg1 n 1a, Mrs . Con nie Rochelle pet it i o ned the Fran~l1n 

I 
County Cjrcu.it. Cour t fo1: cu s t.o<ly . Conseci11 C'nt Jy , the Circuit 
Court took jur i s dictio n in this ca s e .:rnd referred the matter to 

1 the Arlington Co unty ,Tuvenilc Court for a cu s tody investigat i on 
! and repor t . 

l\ record check with t he loc al depar t me nts rev e aled that 
neither Mr . nor Mrs. Rochelle have an a rrest record . 
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LY 
'ORY: Father: 

Mr. Carl Rochelle w.:i s Lorn on 8/15/37 in \la shin<JtOn, North 
Carolina. His fath e r, John Rochelle, died of cancer in 1965 
at the age of SG. lie worked a~ the uS!>i!..:t.:i. nt chief of the l oc.:1 l 
fire department, and was also e mployed as a city huil<ling in­
spector. Mr. Rochelle's mother, Onctla Roche lle, is 66 yci1rs o[ 
age ancl continues to reside in \·TashincJ ton, North Carolina. Slw 
retired 1 1/2 year s ago , and had been employed as the assistan t 
director of a county operated n ursing horne. Hr. Rochelle also 
reported that he h.:i.d one brother who died of cancer at the ugc 
of 21 . Mr. Rochelle ' s parents h.:i.d been marrie<l for 33 yea rs, 
and the relationship was a happy and stable o ne . Both pa.:::-c nts 
were church goers anJ his father was not only .:i. respected 
city empl oyee , but a deacon in the church. 1·'.r . Rochelle 
described 11is childhood and his relationship with his fami l y 
in positive terms. lie claims thi1t t1fte r his brother ' s death , 
h~_s relation ship ui th his par en ts became esp0c ially close as he 
was their only living son. Mr. Rochelle maintains cont.clct 
with his mother and visits her reyuL1rly. 

I Mother: 

Connie Gale Rochelle, born 7/7/49 in southern Virginia, was the 
only child of Lester and Pearl Peters. Mr. Peters is 53 yars 
old and is self employed in the timber busine ss. Pearl PcLL"l''."'.; 

is also 53 years old and is a house\..;ife. r·lrs. Rochelle 
explained that although her pc:i.rents have been rnarried for 31 
years, their relat ionship is no l a happy one . She described 110r 
parents as two extremely diffe r ent people Hho hu.vc managed to 
stay together probably be ca use divorce is not socially acceµtab l l~ 
in light of their s1~a ll town bClckground. M:rs . Rochelle reports 
that family problems were clearly evident as she was growing 
up, and she tried to be very accepting. She rcmei11bcrs wishinri 
and hoping tho. t the f anily life would be h .:_q )!.>:! , and she rcpor t~; l 1 : 

there were such p eriods. Although her parents had a poor 
relationship, she claims that both par en ts wc ~ rc very pro tecti Vt' 

of her. Mrs. Rochelle is close to her pu.re n ts , continues to h :1 vc · 
normal arguments wj th them , anc'l appr.urs to h .:n- <:~ i1cccptcd the f.wt 

I 
t hat her parents will 1wvcr be h.-1ppy togcth r~ r. r-\rs . Roch c .l ll~ 
c1oes not feel thu.t lier parents ' unhapp~' r;1Clrr iagc has had a 

I 
ncga-civc effect on her . In fact, she clu.ims that she hc.s b<..'C C':' 1~· 
a very determined ind i vidual, proi.Jably l>ecciu ~~•~ she ha~ b<:<'n 

.

1

1 exposed to a difficul t , unresolved home sit1ttion. · 

Hari':al History: 

! ca::l ~nd Connie Rochelle were married on 3/5/71 in South Uu.} ·.ot<~ . 
I T~is is the first marriu9e for Mr. Rochelle ii'.H l the secon <.1 for Iii. ~ : 

wife. Hrs. Rochelle was first mcJ.rried in J.968 :t t the aae of 19 
I to a Mr . nichard llcrrcll. They scparu. ted after one ve2~ <tnd \·:ere' 
I subs~quently·-divorced in 1971. .~1rs. Roche] 1 c clc1ims- t~1at s lH~ 
'\:~~s im.11atu-::-e and h ad great expccti1tion s about mn rried lite . 
t~nen she <l7scovercd that nr. He rrel 1 did not \:ant ch i ld ren , sh(? 
aeserted him ana moved to t·Jash:i n<JtOn, o. C. It was during th e 
summer of ~970 that she met Carl Hoch.ellc as they Here b o th 
cmpl'?yed vl.lth l\BC Ne· .. 1~; . They citt ted several I<Dnths and the n r:'.0Vcc1 

tc;> lhnnesota in December , 1970 when Mr. Rochelle becu.me entplov c d 
with .KllSP-TV. 'rhey lived togethe r, and after he r divorce \·if.ls- 95A 
final, they were married . 



!1r. Rochelle claims th.:it their marriage was never blissful as 
he and his vife experienced continual problems . To summarize , 
problems culminated in an initial separation in October or 
Hovember, 197G when Mrs. Rochelle decide d to sue for divorce. 
Through negotiations with attorneys, it was decided thu.t Mr. 
Rochelle would move out of the house and pay !;)500.00 per month 
child support. r~rs . Rochelle ultirni1tely found it difficult to 
survive on her income plus t he support , and consequently in 
December, 1 976 , she told her hu sband that he could return to the 
home to care for the children and she would move out. During 
this time, Mrs. Rochel le b e c ame im'' )lved in mi1rital and indivir1ua 
counseling, t.tn<l one yc~.:1r la t8r i i:t December, 197"'., t~e couple 
t'lccit1ec'l to C1tlc·mpt a r0conci.l i .<tl: 1011. The r 0 l<tt".1nship, hm·1evcr, 
continued to <lP.teriorate and resulted in a final sepnratio~ in 
June, 1978. During the separatio~ it a2pears that both parents 
demonstrated conc(~rn for the children ancl took responsibility 
for them. 

Mr . Hocllcll(! clu.im!.; Lh:1t 111oncy H<t~; <t rn.ijur prnbl.cm [.>r.irn:11::ily 
because of his wife ' s extravagance <.rnd Tili!.;use of credit. He 
claims that he earns a good living, reporting thi1.t h e und his 
wife earned a combined income of over $40 ,000 in 1 977 . However, 
in seven years he has been unable t o save enough money for a 
down payment on a house. Mr. Rochelle reported thut his wife 

emphasizes monetary concerns and does not do without. She would 
charge her.credit cards up to the maximum, and although these 
expenses reflected household purchases and items for the c hi l dren, 
her personal purchases comprised a significant portion of the 
bills. It was not unusual for her to have a vast assortment of 
clothes, cosmetics and jewelry, even spending as much as $250.00 
for a single pair of earrings. He claims that when the bills 
would come in every month, he would sit down with his wife c:rnc1 
explain to her why she could not go on spending c~ney in this 
fashion, Lut she would continue to do so. 

Mrs. Rochelle denies her h usband's allegations. She claims that 
she had nothing to do with the f inances , never paid a bill, 
and never saw the statements when t hey came in the mail. She 
des cribed her husband as a controlling individual who made all 
the family decisions. During their early years of marriage, 
she claims that her husband refused tocpen a joint checking ac­
count, and would not buy any decent furniture for their h ome . 
Money was doled out to her when she needed it, and she felt as 
if she was treated as a child, rather than a wife. She claiJl1s 
that when she was pregnant with her first son , her husband would 
not buy her any maternity clothes because she~uld not be pregnan 
that long. Furthe rmore, he would not buy any clothes for the 
baby until it was born because he had to be sure of the baby's 
sex and size. She claims that he was too cheap to pay for 
purk ing at work, and consequently all through her pregnancy, 

I 
she \lOuld have to pick him up from work often late in the 
evening. When she finally was given the u se of charge c~rds, 

1 
she claims.tha t her use of credit was monitored. She claims 

I that the bil~s reflected h e r purchase of necessities for the 

I 
\·Jhole family as her husband would not give her any money, and 
she had to re!:'o rt to using the cards. Furthermore, she reported 
th:t she believes in buying good quality items because they last I longer, indic 2 ~ing for exaraple that she paid $250.00 for a pair 

! of boots she <"~ wearing. 
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In response, Hr. Rochelle claims that he c ould not open a joint .. 
<.1ccount with his wife until after they were legally married. ~ 
In the meantime , he gave her blank checks for her use. In 
add~ti~n, he produced bills from their early years of ~arriage 
verifying that she had the use of certain credit cards at that 
time. He claims the.it she ha s always been fi nancially irresponsi-
ble as she was unconcerned that she owed several overdue doctor 
h ills ~efore they were married, and he took the responsibility 
of paying ther.i . Furthermore 1 Mr. Rochelle prcduced credit 
card stateme nts reflecting over $6,000 worth of bills incurred 
~uring the ten month period p rior to their first separation 
in 1976. The stateme n ts reflected that many of these purchases 
were made for jewelry, cosmetics and lady's wearing apparel. 
l·1r. Rochelle al:.;o pruv .idecJ a VISA statement f o r March and 
April, 1978 , reflectin<J purchases of clothing at lctc1y ' s 
<1pp.1rc l shops totallin<J upproximlltely $700 . 00 . In addition, 
he claims t::hi1t h:is wifc ha!; writ-.LL·n ll;1<l chr.cl:!~ whi.ch h0. h:1s h.:ic1 
to make goo<l. Mrs. Rochelle initially denied that she ever wrote 
a bad check, but later indicated that she may have done so as an 
oversight when money was not deposited in the account in time to 
cover purchase s . Mr. Rochelle indicated that the Union First 
tJational Bank of t'lashington is able to confirm his alleqation. 

Mrs . Rochelle complained that her husband is very ego oriented 
and aloof! and is not a very warm , fric~dly or open person. 
Ile is an ove rly rational person at tho. cxpen~;e of being 
emotional , a nd has been conditioned to be too much in control. 
She claims that she is the opposite, being more cnotional, 
and this has caused many difficulties. In addition, ~trs. Rochell.c 
claimed that she is no saint and has a good temper which she 
use s , explaining that crying , yel l ing ancJ a rg uing \ vClS the only 
way to get her husband's attention . She conplained that l·tr . 
Rochelle neglec ted his role as a husband. He worked very long 
hours, and even when he was uvailablc , h e failed to be sensitive 
to her n eeds or to give h er moral support . She was not permittca 
to work, an<l consequently she felt stif l ed . After Carl ' s birth, 
she stayed home to care for hGr son u.11 day , every day because 
her husban d would not allow her to hire a babysitter. This also 
prevented them from having any socia l life . She clilims that the 
e xtent of their s ocial activities was a visit to McDonald ' s on 
Saturdays and an occasional movie . ConscquPntly , Mrs . Rochelle 

l c l a ims that she spends a ll her time being a housewife and 2other 
with little satisfaction of her own personal needs. In addition , 

~I ~~s . Rochell e claims that she has ha<l many h e alth problems a nd 
II 

. 

I 
her husba n d ha~ l acked sensitivity and corapassion . She claims 

1 
that her hushand is CJ. perfectionis t and would not accept her 

1 having imperfections. On one occasion, she expl ained that she 
\ ~as bleeding to death ~s the result of be i ng on medication to 

impede blood coagulation for trcaL~ent of a suspected blood clot. 
Si1e began h emor rhaging and reiJorted thil t her husband would not 
take her to the hospita l bc.:cause he h~cl to st..iy with t he chilc1-
rc:m. Consequently, she says tho t she drove to the hospital, 
bleeding and doubled up in pain. This was the beginning of a 
steep decline in t heir relationship , c:i nc1 she~ claims t hat she 
begged her husband to seek marital counseling but he r esponded 
that he was. perfectly happy . 
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Mr. Rochell e claimed that although he is a very l ogical person, 
he docs not lack emotions and f ecls fear <ind hurt like anyone 
else . He claims that because of his wife's over emotionalism, 
it was difficult for him to relate to her and to her demands . 
Mr. Rochelle described his wife as being a very insecure and 
jealous woman , prone to hysterical behavior, and who has a . 
tendency to lie and exaggerate many s ituations . Although his 
wife has had some legitimate l1cal th problP-rns , Mr . Rochelle 
claims t hat she is a hyµoch:md:"iac and has a penchant for doctors . 
Furthermore , Mr . Rochell e f eels that his wife is basically an 
irresponsible .individual who shows poor ju<1<Jrnent. To illustrate , 
Mr. Rochelle pointed out that his wife has persist ed in her 
mi~use of cretlit t o the detriment of the family financial 
situation and has also written bad checks . lie claims that sh~ 
was irresponsible in holding a job, often l P.i'lving without notice . 
Similarly , v1hen she moved to southern Virgini<t , she simply l eft 
her uoc1rl.1:1c·n!. <tn<l f<1iJ '2d t·o re: turn t-.hc kc!ys o r lo not i.fy the 
land l~rd. F.:.r:<1 lly , he feels that she u ses poor judgmen t in 
dc.:ilir.q 1t1itit l.he ch i l dr0n i..n th:1t !;Ile CU!.;lo1 .1ilrily g::r0a;:1s at 

II tlt•..!m, ~1ses pro fanity , and is a poor rol e model in that she is 
I ov~rly emotiona l and does no t follow throu9h on anything . 

I 
I 
i 
I 

Hrs . Rochelle ' s vi ews on the family f inane ial sfu..1C'!fon hr-v-:? o!::rec1'J~..r. 
presented. l\lthoush Hrs . Rochelle claims that she l ef t her 
various jobs fo r pos itive rea sons , such u.s more opportunity 
for advancem e nt , several previous einploycr~; hu.ve indicated her te. · 
clency toward ir cesponsibili ty. For e:-:<trnple, onP. em;?loyer reported 
that Mrs. Rochelle had only worked with their organization one 
week and simply never came bu.ck, fuiling to notify them of her 

I desire to terminate. In ad~ition , this employer claimed that 
1 the company had attempted to locate Mrs. Rochelle in order to 

I 
pay her fo~ three days of work, but they Herc unable to find her. 
Apparently , she made no attempts to clu.im her wages . Another 

I 
employer cln:i mcd that Mrs. Roc helle had worked with their 
company two months . When .. m attempt was mut1e to contact her at 

I one of the brcinch off ices she was handling, it wu.s found that 
Mrs . Rochelle had simply l eft her key and disappeared . In 

! u.dd i tion, anothe r c:mployer commented that while Hrs . Rochel l e 

I was e1i1ployed wi th them her performance was satisfactory and she 
was perceived as an intelligent and congenial individual . 
It was also pointed out, however, that Mrs . Rochelle had her 
"emotiona l ups and downs" and was a puzzling individual to relate 
t o. Finally , Mrs . Rochelle ' s previous l andlady ind i c ated that 
she was disappointed that Ms . Rochelle did not notify her of her 
p lans to move f rom the apartment . Apparently , Mrs . Rochelle 
left hurriedly in the middle of the night, failed to turn in her 
keys , and made no arrangements to hnve the utilities or teleohone 
services disconnected . Consequently, the landlady was planning 
to consult an attorney to determine whethe r she was responsible 
for any of the unpaid bills as Hrs. Rochelle l ef t no fon1arding 
address. Mrs . Rochelle claims that she did not give notice 
because she did not want anyone to know tha t she was moving , 
and that her l andlady had a $300.00 s ecurity deposit which was 
sufficient reir.1bursem2n t for any problems incurred by her action . 
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I Q 
Furthermore, n.r . Rochelle cites his wife ' s rclu tionship with her 1 

therapist as a further indication of he r poor judgment and 
instability. Mrs . Rochel le ha.cl seen three different therapi sts 
for individual <H id m;iritnl coun~;cl in<J , a.nc.l ~; Ji (! clevc l ope <l an 
intimate rel~tionship . with the scconc1 t hrrapi.~;t. , nr. l-:C i sbf~r0, 
.:1 priv.:ite psychiatri s t . Mr. Roch e lle h a s a low suit pending 
a gainst Dr. \·Jeisb e r g c l a i ming t h.-1t he c o ntr:i. bnted t o their 

I emotional distre ss thr oug h uncthical · anc immoral behav i or wh i c h 
co ntributed t o t he f u :..-U10r deter ioration of th e I!\:irr.iaq c . Mr s . 

I r:ochell c ad mi 'l tccl l! w t s he lw.cl mo r e th a n a do ctor- nati c nt 
'j relationship Hith l ir~ r the rapist, and inc1ic<ttc<1 t h nt she also 
1 filed a l..-1w s uit cl<Ja i n s t him. In fcic t , Mrs . Ro c helle claims that 
j she v1.:i.s not only c:i p a tient , but a lover, s e cretary , wife and 
mother to him. At the time,she was insecure a nd e motionally 
needy, and feels that Dr. Weisberg took advantage of her and 
contributed to h e r further marital diff icultics as he would ~ct 
up problem situa tions between Mr. and Hrs . Rochelle , playing 
one off against the other. According to Mrs . Rochelle , her 
extra-maritc:il relationship did not interfere with her ability to 
mother . She engaged in the affair during \·JOrk day hours, and 
on those evenings she was with Dr . Weisberg , she was home by 
9:30 P.M. Mr . Rochelle claims that on two wee kends his wife 
hire<l a babysitter to stay with the children so that she c ould 
:.pend time with Dr. \vcisberg . Mrs . Rochelle claims that she 

I contacted another therapist for counse ling be cause Or . Weisberg 
I "was sick". 

I After terminating the affair, Mrs. Rochelle beg un dating Mr. 
I.cs Silverman. Mr. Hochel le claims thl.lt two wc8ks after meeti ng 
him, his \·1if e .in f ormed him th<1t she WilLl plannin9 to marry 1-lr . 
Silverman in July, 197 9 . Furthermore , Mr . Rochell e claims thilt 
the children informed him that Mr . Silvermun w•1s living with their 
mot:1e r u t the apo. rtrnen t during July and l\ugust , 1 9 7 8 . He also 

I 
r e ported seeing r.ir . Silvernun 's clothes, sor:1 e furniture and other 
i te:11s in the ao a rtment, and thc:it his wife acknowledged the fact 

·1 that they wer e" 1 i ving t ogether. Mrs . Rochelle, ho'·~·ever , c~ai."tls 
th<: t althoug h s h e and Mr. Silverman had been pla nning to .live 

together , they did not do so because it was rot prope~ . She does 
admit, however , that he scent three or four consecuti ve nights 
with her in the apartment~ and indicated that he has been the 
only rnan she has dated since she left her h u sbund. It was 
reported that in August, 1978, Mrs . Rochelle apparently gave u p 

1 her plans to marry Mr . Silverman as she wc:inted to return to live 
with her husband . 'rhis attemnt at reconciliation was not 
successful, and Mrs. Rochelle .. resumed her relC\tionship with Mr. 
Silverman. In response to her husband ' s allegations concerning 
her relationship with M.r. Silverman, Mrs. Rochelle pointed out 
eiat her husband is no saint. She c l a i ms that Mr . Rochelle has 

I kept women overnight in the home with the children present . 

I 
In fact, on· one occasion, she unepecte<lly arrived at the ho me and 
broke in on a "date" and proceeded to throw t h e woman out 
screaming , "if you ever go near my children again , I'll kill 
you ." Mr. Rochelle denies his wife ' s ollcgnt i o n that he was 
keeping fema l e guests overnight. 
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!Mr. Rochelle r en ts a three level , three be droom single f ami ly 
home for $490. 00 per mo nth . The home appea:ed to b~ nea~ , 
clean and simpl y furnished , and is loca t ed in a rcside~tial, 
u pper midd l e clas~ arr.a i11 North Arlington. The home is of ample 
s ize, and will co~fortahly meet th e n eeds of Nr . Roche lle and 
the childre n. 

I 

I Since October 21, 19 78 ' Hrs . Hochelle ana~ the two children have 
I been living in a two f l oo r, three bo.cl room home in Roc;:ky iloun t, 
! Virginia which rents for $225.00 per month. She cla i ms the 
I children shar~ a b cGroom , and she uses the spare room as a play- I 
I room for them . Mrs . Roche lle ind icated that a proba tion counselor 

I from the loc~ l juvenile court was plann ing to come to the house 
to investigate the home si tuation. 

I 
1 

Mr . Hoch el le hold!; Cl. H. l\. c1eqr<'c in C'n1,unun i c: d t: io11s from l\r:'\l:r i.cu n 
Uni versity, and 11e has been employed as a producer/wri ter wi th 
ABC News since Sep tember , 1973. His supervisor repor ted that 
i'·lr . Rochel le's j ob pe rformance is much above average and t h<l t he 
is a reliable and v ery consci e ntious ~nployee . Mr . Rochelle 
c l aims that he earn s a minimum o f $28,0 00 p er. year , often earning 
a great d eal more d epending on his work hours . Fur t hermore, 

1 
he reported tha t even tho ugh he make s a good l iving , the family 

I has been unab l e to set aside savings hccause of t heir many bills, 
I ·r.·a.IlY of which reflec;:t his wife ' s e xtr avngnncc:. ~hus , he clai ms 

1 t o owe o ver $6 , 000 in c1cbts over and ubove hi~ fixed expe nses. 
I 
I 

I' Upon moving to RocKy Hount , Virgin io i n l a te October , 1978, 
Mrs . Rochelle began working with WPVR Radio as an account 
0:-:ec utive, r·arni ng $175.00 pe r \.;eek . I!owev~r , s he was t enninc..lte<l 
i n early Janu~ry , 1 979 . lier supervisor reported that the rea sbn 
fo r the terminu tio n hnd nothing to do with poor job performanc~ 
us she found Mrs . Roc helle to be a good worke r . The station 

'1 is in the proces s of trying to es t ablish itself a nd had hired 
ta1nany peopl e . Con~equently, it was not financial ly feasible 
to deal with a s t aff as l a rye as h<1d b e en hired. Mrs . Rochelle 
cxpluined that sinc e s he l os t the job , he r fathe r has provide d \ 
lier with financial a ss istance , and s he is looking for tempora ry 

1 
enploymen t. In vie w of h er high s chool education and her lack 

1 of vnst work experie nce , she hns decided to work t owards a 
:jnl..> i n r ea l c~~Latc. Consequently , she i;. study ing rea l cstu te 
i n order to take the tc.s t in Ma r c h to be licensed as an agent •. 
!\(.;cording to Mr. Hoch c llc , h is wi fe has previou s ly tu.ken rea l / 
es tate courses with the goal of becoming an agent, only !:0--- fa il 
t o fo llow through on her commitments . 
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CHILD- Carl A. Rochelle III, age 7, and John A. Rochelle, age 4, arc 
both reported to bel'lc althy, normal children. Mrs. Rochelle 
reported that both children are do ing well in school. C~rl 
attends the first grade at Boo ne ' s Mil l El~nentary Schoo l in 
Boone's Mill, Virginia. John attends IT ' S l\ Cl!ILO'S WORLD , 
a pre-school in Roanoke, Virginia. Whi l e the children were 
living with the ir father, Carl a ttended Georgetown Day Schoo l 
in \'lashington, D. C., and John attende d Chesterbrook Montessori 
School in NcLean , Virginia. Carl ' s t e acher at Georgetown Day 
could not comment on his school progress as he h ad only attended 
schoo l one month before his mother l ef t the area. Therefore , 
his teache r a t Chesterbrook Montessori was contacted r egar ding 
his school performance. Carl was d cscri beJ as a very bright , 
helpful and sHeet child who seemed v ery protective of h is 
younger brother . He was a good student and never created any 
discipline problems . Carl's t e ache r had co ntacts wi t h both Mr. 
and Mrs . Rochelle and offer ed h e r COlTu";'lents reg.::irding li e r pcr­
CL'ption o f them . Sh e reported t hat both p a rents see med a bit 
unrealistic. Mr. Rochel l e was more difficult to tal k with than 
Mrs. Rochelle, a nd o ften pref erred to avo id unp l easant subjects 
rather than to deal direc tly with them . He a ppeared to over-

, indulge the c h ildren with material possessions , and at time s 
I would set up Carl in competition with other chil dre n , expecting 

I too much of him in certain in s tances . Overall, however, she 
liked Mr. Roch,~lle very much and r eported tlw t he demonst:ro t-. cd 
c oncern and r esponsib ility for Carl. In her opini on , Mrs . 
Rochelle ct l so h ad unrealist i c expec t a tions for Curl in that she 

1 seemed t o rely on him for. emotional support . She was t oo o pen 
! in cl i scussin~1 ilc1n l t problem:. with the chi l (1rc n , no t r. c c o,rn i;:in <; 
I ~hat the~ we r e too i mn1.:i tur.e to rcali ~;t ica l l~, d e al with t l:e , 
: information .· Mrs . Rochelle appeared to be l r.tr:ia ture and t e noed 
! to flounder, b e ing unable to make a judgment and stick by it. I She vmuld put her whole h e a rt a nd soul into dev ising solutions 

to her .probld11s , only to e ncounter more difficulties because she 
failed to think through h<~r solution s . In <:ld(lit i on , she had a 
rather naive view of rl i vorce , voicing he r c >:p0c tC1 tions tlw c a 
d i vorce woul d not significantly affect t he c l1ild r e n. She s eemed 
to feel that as l ong as she was hone st with the c hi l dren , divorce 
wo uld no t affect them. 

John had attended Chesterbrook Mon t e s sori School, and his t e acher 
indicated that she f ound both parents to be intereste d in ,"John ' s 
progress . It was reportf~d that John was making a good adjus tment 
at school . In comparison t o Carl , who tends to be a more 
qu i et and sensit ive child , J ohn i s the stro nger perso nality , 
l.>eing more aCJ<Jressi ve and some \vha t rowdy . l\.l tho ugh thf~re we re 
some disc ipl ine proolcins with John at school , this did not c a u :.;e 
any serious cliff icul ties.. J ohn5 t ea c her reported that she had 
contacts with both p a rents. In her opinion , Mr . Rochelle 
seemed to p l a c e a l o t of expectations on the chil<lren . rtrs . 
Rochelle was more talkative and more emotional than h e r hu s band , 
and would talk about her marital p r oblems in the children ' s 
p r esence , subj e cting them t o informu tion t hat they probably had 
diffic ulty in d ealing with. 
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In l\pril, J.9 -/8 , Carl wus referred by Dr . \foj s b crg f or a p s ycholo­
gical evalua tion to aid in the detcrr.tination of whether he ~:hould 
live with his mo ther or fath e r. Suc h a dete rmination is diffi­
cul t, if not i1 .1 i?o ~;sj l>lc , Lo u n s wer l.Ja sed on psycholog i cal testing.· 
'l' hP. psycho log i s t inc1:i.ca tcd hi s o p in i o n tha t Carl needed c o n tact 
with both p.:trcnts who seemed t o be capabl e of very warm i nter­
action with both chilc1ren. In view of the fact that he was under 
the impression t hat Car l h ad been liv ing with his mother a nd 

younger brother, he indicated that allowing Carl to remain with 
the mothe r .rathe r than splitting the children might be the best 
decision. However, when he learned tha t Carl had been living 
with his father, he was unable to clearly fonnulate an opinion 
based on test materials . Test results revealed t bat Ca r l is a 
very intelli0cnt youngster who fl.!els threatc n o c1 by foil ure 

I 
and who str i ves to be stro ng, capable, achieving and correct. 
In essence, h e evidenced a perfectionist trend. Dis harmony 
in the home was indicated, but despite the p r e sence of conflicts, 
Carl was s een as functioning well. Furthermore, because of 
Carl's superior intellectual ability and h is tendency to become 
bored if not stimulated, the psychologist recommended placement 
in a private school setting would likely be best for Carl. 
Consequently, Carl was pla ced in Geor getown Day, a private school. 
Hi s previous teachers did not approve of this placement as t hey 
felt that Carl needed a more structured and more positiv e 
environment than wasprovidcd by this particula r p rivate facility. 
In fact, they felt thCl.t the public school system woul d be abl e 
to meet Carl's needs . Apparently neither Mr. nor ~trs. Rochelle 
feel obligated to have Carl remain in Cl privcllc school if a 
public school setting would better meet his needs. In fac t, 

i Mrs . Rochelle enro ll~d Carl in public school in Boone ' s Mill, 

I Virc; inia~ and she f~els thi1t the prese n t public school e nvirol11'.1ent 
has provided Carl with a more round ed expe rience , both academi­
cally and soc ia lly . 

' i·: i{i:'.NCi::S ~: ever al r ef er e nc es were contacte d c o n c e rning t h is c a se. 

Hr. J ack l-lcKcnna , a previous neighbo r of the Rochel l e f n.m ily , 
indicated that bo t h Carl and John we re good children. He knew 
t he f amil~ /t he~ time Mr . and Mrs. RoclH! lle we re scp;i.ra tcd , <ind 
he indicated that both pa rents took responsibility for their 
care . Mr. t.l cl\cnna \ ·;<is more fami l iar with Nr. Rochelle and 
reported t hat he was o ne of the mo s t devoted fathers he has 
ever seen . He reported that Mrs. Roche lle did not live with the 
!'"uraily, but c a me o ve r on her days off to c are for the childre n. 

Another n e ighbor , MB. Wallace Fetterolf, indicated that Mr. 
and Mrs. Rochelle were good neighbors and always friendly. 
She observed that the children were very articulate and bright, 
but she felt they suffered from lack of parental supervision 
as they were constantly running a bout the neighborhood . She 
did report tha t if anything did happen to the children, Mr . 
Rochelle \·1as right there to inve:t.igat e the situation. Mrs. 
Fetterolf i ndicated that she had never met Mrs. Rochel le as the 
mother did no t live in the house but would come over on the 
weekends to c a re for the children. 
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Ms. Frances Edwards b abysat for the children whil e they were 
l iving with t h e ir father i n Arling t o n . She indicated that both 
Carl and J o hn were wel l C<lred for and seemed well ad justed. 
Carl was a very good child while J ohn tended to be more r am­
l>u1Ktious . M ~; . Ech-h1 rcL> in<lic;a tc<l tho. t she h ll<l h e r own opinion 
concern i ng ~~rs . Rochel le but chose not to voice the m. In 
r eference t o Mr . Rochelle, she r epor t ed t ha t he d emonstrated 
a l ot of concern fo r the child r en , and mo s t often t ook the 
responsibility for t heir care. Furthernore , she claimed t ha t 
she had no information that would inc1 ic<i te tha t either parent 
was unf i t. 

Mr . Les Silve rma n , Mrs . Rochel l e's boyfriend, indicated tha t 
she i s a good mother and very attentive to the c hildren when 
she is with them. He i ndicated thL.it they neve r lived together, 
but that 11e <lid spend sever al days with ht:r <lur ing t he ;.ur:une r 
of 19 78 . He verified t hat h e did l e nd he r c e rtain items 
includin g a stereo and t . v . set . Mr . Silverman has known 
Mrs. Roche lle for seven months and h~s asked her to marry him . 
He does not know how their rela t ions~ip will develop as the 
pr i mary concern at this time is the custody Qatter. 

Hrs . Nellie vlooten, a friend of Mr s . Rochelle, indicated t hat 
she does not know Mr . Rochelle very we ll, but had occasion to 
meet him and lik~d him very much. She also indicate d that when 
the couple separated, Mrs . Roch e lle trj.ed v ery hard to make it 
on her own ancl took good care of the children when she had them. 
Mrs . '·Jooten c l a i ms that Mrs . Rochelle would co1aplain to her 
about the mari tal pro blems , especially the fact that her husband 
would no t spend time with h er and would not give her any money . 
She seemed to be witho ut money fr equently , and conseque n t ly , 
Hrs. Wooten would l e nd h e r money f rom time to time. Hrs. Woot e n 
a l so ind icated that she had h ad phone contacts with Mr. Rochelle 
wherein h e indicated that h is wife was burdening him f inanciaily . 

Vl\LllAT 10:~ '1'i1is ca se i s presently b e fore th o Circuit Court of Franklin 
County for " c1ctcrmi11ation of the custody of Carl A . Rochel l e 
I II .:ind J ohn l\ . Roclwllc . 

l·ir . and Hrs. Rochel l e have bee n rn<irr icc.1 for approximately 8 
years , and Recording.to both pnrti es , thei r rela tion s h ip was 
never a blissful one . Th e couple e ;.:pcrie nced continual prob l ems 
which finu l .ly culminutcd in a separation in June , 197 8 . Hr . 
Rochell e ' s major c omplaints have been his wife ' s extravagance 
and financial i rrcsronsibi lity. He d escribes her a s a temper­
mcntal , ovc..:rly emotional, irresponsible woman \·1ho frequently 
uses poo r judgme nt. Ile docs not fee l that she serv es as u good 
r o l e model for the ch ildren as she resorts to screaming and 
th e us e of profanity to keep them under con tro l , and she lacks 
cons i stency and the abi lity to fol l ow t hrough on h e r commitment~ . 
Fur t h ermo r e , he indicated h is concern that since the children 
hav e b een l iving with h er in Rocky Mount , Virginia , J ohn is more 
r ebe l l i o u s and has become e nuretic . M.rs. Rochel l e described 
her husband ha s an unemotional, controll ing individual who made 
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all the family decisions, and who strictly limt ied her spending. 
l\ ;na jor co!ilplaint f ocuses on their incompatibility, with Mr. 
Rochelle being a lo~ ical, more rational person while she is more 
emotional. Mrs. Ro che lle feels that Mr . Rochelle neglected 
hi~ role as a husband as he was too involved with his work 
and insensiti.vc to her ncec1s. In <H1<lition, shP. feels that h e 
is not tuned into th~ children's ne eds, and places too m~ny 
cxpecta tior. :, and dt!ma nc1s on them . Fur thermo re , it should also 
l>c noted th;i t Mr. Hochcll c ' s use of pro1x~r j u<1gment in ccrtc:i.in 
si tuu.tions i~; questiona.hle , the prit:lary exoi'.lple being his 
<tpp.:ffent w.U lit 1(.Jl lt!~;~ Lo put up with his wife ' s misuse of credit 
over the ycors rather than to cance l all chilrge accounts. 

Although thcj.r relationship has l ong been marked by conflicts, 
both nr. and r-trs. Rochelle appeC\r to have a good r~lc:i. tionship 
with the chi.l<lren and are capable of warm interaction with them. 
Uoth have tl l~mo nst.1..,:tecl concern and i nterest in the welfare 
of the chi l<lrc?n, h.:ive? taken rcspnn:.ibility for their cc:ire, 
and Mrs . Rochelle, in pnrticular, is very protP.ctive of th~ boys. 

There are some indications, however, that both parents have 
some unrealistic expectations concerning the children. On the 
one hand, it was reported that Mr. Rochelle has high expecta­
tions for the children regarding competency and achievement. 
On the other hand, Mrs . Rochelle seems to rely on the children 
for emotional support, exposing them to adult problems that they 
are too immature to realistically deal with. 

In comparing Mr. and Mrs. Rochell e ' s lifesty le, · it aopears that 
Mr. Rochelle has more control over his life . He has a stable 
work history characterized by superior performance. He 
accepts responsibility for his children, and appears to l ive a 
responsib l e , adult life, being s ensit ive to what is considered 
socially acceptable behavior . M.rs. Rochelle docs admit that she 
has a history of personal difficulties. Through therapy, she 
claims that she discovered that she always had a need to be 
dependent, ~nd has harbored feelings of anger , confusion a nd 
worthlessness. She feels that marriage has toughened her in to 
being self sufficient , und for t.lw first time in her life she 
feels th.=i t she is living an adult existence . Through their 
intera-tions with her, others have recognized Mrs . Rochelle's 
struggle with personal conflicts, commenting on her e motionu.l 
fluctuations, he r naivete, and h er reliance on her older son 
for some degree of emotional support. In addition, there arc 
indications in Mrs. Rochelle's past behavior which show a 
tendency towa rd irresponsibility and the use of poor jucl911\ent. 
Although her efforts to lead a responsible, adult life should 
be applauded, it is not clear to this Counselor that Hrs. 
Rochelle has truly acl1ieved her goal. Her verbalized insights 
into hcrproblems are onl y recent, and this Counselor f ee ls that 
it is naive to expect that many years of struggling with de­
pendency needs and personal c onflicts car1 be resolved in only a 
few short months. At this time , it is felt that Mr. Rochelle 
is better able to provide a more secure environment for the I 
children. Furthennore , it is suggested that the parent who 1 
is awarded custody of the children may benefit f rom professional~; 
for advice and guidance in recognizing and meeting the needs cour: - 1 



of the children, and in h e lping the children to adjust to the 
dissolution of their parents ' relationship. I n compliance with 
the Court Order, attached is a list of names and ad<lrcsses 
or phone numbers of persons contacted recyrding this ca s e. 

COMMEND?\ In light of the above information it ' is r espectfully recommended 
C'N : that: 

I 
I 

1) Custody of C<lrl A. Rochelle III and John A. Rochelle be 
awarded to their father , Mr. Carl A. Rochelle . 

2) Mrs . Connie Rochelle he granted reasonnhle visi.t~tion 
ri9hts with her chil clrcn . 

I ~/.fc/u./ /-i t_ 
I :h~rie B. Artz) 

Probation Supervisor 

CR/er; 2/14/79 D & T; 2/15/79 D & T; 2/21/79 D & T 
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'l'he follo..;ing individu.:1.ls were contacted concerning this case: 

L Mr. earl A. Rochelle 
4301 North 39th Street 
Arlington , Virginia 22207 

2. Mrs . Connie Rochelle 
Route ¥.1 , Box 416 A 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 

3. Gl adys Stern, Director of Georgeto.vn Day Scbool 
4530 tlac.l\rthur Blvd. :J. ,.7. 
Washington, D. C. 

4. Hrs. Judi th Falcazar, John's teac'1er at Chest·:rbrook ~·ontessori Sclx:ol 
3455 H. Glebe Ro.:ld 
Arlington , Virginia 

5. Hrs. Patricia O'Donncl, C'.arl' s teacher at Chest.:.erbrcok M:::mtessori Sch:cl 
Phone: 703-683-1248 

6. Dr. r~rdon "7. Daisley, Jr. , children's pediatrician 
3301 New :--1.exico Avenue, N.W. 
h'ashington, D. C. 

7. Mr. Les Silverm:m , Mrs. Rochelle 's alleged boyfriend 
1121 Arlington Blvd. 
Arlington, Virginia 

8. Dr . Richard Star-, conducted Carl 's psychological evaluation 
<1614 Wisconsin 7 renue, N. W. 
Washington, D. ; . 20016 

9. Dr . Les Turner, itrs. Rochelle's first therapist 
2830 Calvert Str~t, N.W. 
1·:;1shington, D. ~. 20008 . 
(It should b2 noted th:it t.1-iis Counselor was unsucc.2ssful in h.:.-r rc~3tcd · 
atte'l?ts to ser.ure infornnt.ion fran Dr . Turner. , os he Fo111<l not rcs[X)i1d to 
l L'lLe.r.s or I:Jhom:? 11icss.:iges .) 

10. Mrs. Sophie Cornun , !\1LS . Rochelle's previous l.:mdlady 
r ·hon~ : 202- 363-0942 

11. ~. Richard Sanders, Mr. Rochelle's supervisor at AP.C News 
Ph'Jne : 393-7700 

12. ;.1s . ~~:1ncy Hall , Mrs . Rochelle ' s supervisor at WPVR Radio 
\·:PVR P-adio , Eox 150 
Roano}:e, Virginia 24002 

13. Mrs. Rh:Xla Raid~, a previous employer~ Mrs. Rochelle 
Phone: 331- 7744 

11 . Ms. Margery Tierney, r epresentative of '1.JS & Associates, Inc. where Mrs . 
317 Can-eron St. Rochelle had been employed 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
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-~=;=======~~::rllliilllll ________ _,, _______ ~,---~·---------· · · - ·- . -· 

( . . "' 
Carl W. Dudley, Chairman 

.----Page Matherly 

v·-.. 
FILED: Fil! NO. __ 

Ann B. Minnix 

Alton Kirk 

Stuart Ramsey George P. Stone. Jr. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL s~N~~E§ lt7 ~H 1979 
Virgil H . Goode Bui lding Cl. f:RI( CIRCUIT COURT 

ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA 241gf{AHKLI~ OO~UHTY VA . 
Phone (703) 483-9247 BY~M~....,f-k 

------....,., """"----
May 23, 1979 

The Honorable B.A. Davis, III, Judge 
Circuit Court of Franklin County 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 

RE: John and Carl Rochelle 

J Dear Judge Dav is: 

Dlr.ctor 

Enclosed is the custody study on the home of Connie Rochelle in 
behalf of John and Carl Rochelle. Should you need anY. additional 
information, please contact us . 

EHH/ lt 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~~?G~~ 
Senior Social Worker 

.:.&,~:., Q · .~d~ 
t°~~nklin, RSW 
Social Work Supervisor 

George P. Stone, Jr., RSW 
Director 
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FILEO: FILE HO~nn a. Minnix 
Allon Klrtc 

George P. Stone, Jr. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY MAY 24 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Director 

8 tt7 A~ 1979 
Virgil H. Goode Building 

ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA 24151 
Phone (703) 483-9247 

'.,L EHK CIRCUIT COURT 

.CUSTODY STUDY 

CHILD: John Alfred Rochelle 

BIRTHDATE: December 23, 1974 

FRAHUIH OUH , VA. 
WM. J. .JA. 

!IY:~;...!::::iil~~--

May 23, 1979 

ADDRESS: Route 1, Box 446-A; Rocky Mount, Virgi nia 24151 

* * * * * * 
CHILD: · Carl Arthur Rochelle, III 

BIRTHDATE: January 30, 1972 

ADDRESS: Route 1, Box 446-A ; Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 

* * * * * * 
,. MOTHER» Connie Peters Rochelle 

I 

AGE: /.q y~r:.rs 

ADDRESS: Route 1, Box 446~A; Rocky Mount, Virginia 24151 

EUPLOYMENT: Employment Counselor for Snelling and Snelling 

EDUCATION: High school graduate 

MARRIAGE: only to Carl A. Rochelle, presently separated 

* * * * * * 
PRESENT PROBLEM: Custody of Carl A. Rochelle, III and John A. 
Rochelle. 

HOME and NEIGHBORHOOD: Mrs. Rochelle and her two children live in 
the Boones Mill area of Franklin County. They live in a small 
subdivision where there are neig~bors close by. 

Mrs. Rochelle rents a three bedroom home. The home also has a 
kitchen-dining area combined and a living room. · The basement area 
of the home is not finished. Mrs. Rochelle advised worker that 
she uses this for her boys to play when the weather is bad outside. 
The home has a large yard which is suitable for the children to use 
for play . 
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The home is adequately furnished. There is ample room for the 
family. The neighborhood consists of families that have children. 
John and Carl therefore do have playmates. 

FINANCES : Mrs . Rochelle is employed by Snelling and Snelling as 
an Employment Counselor. She nets $380 per month and receives 
$250 per month support from her husband. 

Mrs. Rochelle listed her present expenses as the following: 

$225 per month rent 
150 per month electricity bill 
111 per month car payment 

75 per month for gas· to work 
30 per month for nursery school for John 

100 per month day care for John 

Food, clothing and other incidentals were not listed. 

At present Mrs. Rochelle is struggling to meet all of her expenses . 
She has had to borrow money from friends and family. 

CHILDREN: John and Carl seem to be very happy well-adjusted children 
from worker's observations. They enjoy playing with the other 
children in the n~ighborhood. 

Carl is in the first grade at Boones Mill school where Mrs. Marie 
Flora is his teacher. He is an average student and displays no 
behavioral problems. He always comes to school neat and clean. 
After school Carl stays with Serena Dunbar, a young lady who lives 
across the street until his mother gets home. 

John attends the Yeled Nursery School at the Beth Israel Synagogue 
in Roanoke. Af ter nursery school he stays with Mrs. Lorri Cooper, 
his sitter. John is no behavioral problem and seems to be a well­
adjusted child. 

Mrs. Rochelle mentioned to worker that there is a bed-wetting problem 
with Carl. She advised worker that she has consulted her doctor and 
he contributes this to an allergy problem. 

DISCUSSION: Worker feels that Mrs. Rochelle loves her children and 
is attempting to be the most effective parent she can be. She 
realizes that it is hard bringing up children alone. She is trying 
very hard to be the best mother that she can and worker feels that 
she is doing very well with her children. 
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Both John and Carl appear to be very active, happy children. They 
are very outspoken and quite open and honest. Worker checked with 
school, babysitters and other references. Everyone felt that the 
children are well-adjusted and that Mrs. Rochelle is a good mother 
to them. 

Mrs. Rochelle's parents live reasonably close to them. They are 
able to visit and have a good relationship with their grandparents. 
Mrs. Rochelle's father, Mr. Lester Peters, tries to do things with 
the boys such as fishing. 

The only problem that worker can see in the Rochelle home is one of 
finances. Mrs. Rochelle is very pressed for money. Her monthly 
bills add up to over $700 per month. She only brings home $630 per 
month. Perhaps this could be remedied by increase of .support if 
Mr. Rochelle is financially able to pay more. 

Worker does feel that Mrs. Rochelle is providing a good home for her 
children and would recommend that she retain custody of the children. 

~.~~ 
Senior Social Worker 

EHH/ lt 
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V I R G I N I A : 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FRANKLIN COUNTY 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - x 

CONNI E GALE (PE TERS ) ROCHE LLE, .. 
Comp l ai n a nt , 

- v s -

CARL ART II UR ROCHELLE , 

Defendant. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x 

Arling ton, Virginia 

Monday, June 1 8, 1979 

Deposition of 

' r SUSAN ELAINE WARGO 

called for examination by counse l for the de~endant, 

and taken de bene es se, at 4300 North 39th Str eet , 
/ .. 

Arlington, Virginia , b~ginning at 3 : 25 o 'cloc k , p . m., 

State of Virginia at Lar ge , when we r e p r esent on 

behalf o f the respective parties : 

APPEARANCES: 

For the Comp laina~ ~ = 

The com p l a inant was not 
present in person nor 
r epresented by counse l. 

ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P. 0 . SOX 9503 

·• ALEXANO!ll.", VllaGINIA 22304 
PHOUE: 17031 931·1234 
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15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

For the Defendant: 

MRS. GWENDOLYN JO M. CARLBERG 
Attorney-at-Law 
117 North Fairfax Street 
Al~xandria, Virginia 22314 

CON. TENTS 

2 

. . EXAMINATION BY COUN SEL FOR 
WITNESS: DEFENDANT. COMPLAINANT 

Susan Elaine Wargo 3 

.· 

: 
; 

_____ J 
ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 

P.O. BOX 9503 

,, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 2:2304 

PHONE: (703) 931·1234 
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3 

l J.·hereupon , 

2 SUSAN ELAINE WARGO 

3 was cal led as a witness , and after first being duly 

4 sworn by the notary , was examined and testified as 

5 follows: 

6 EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT 

7 BY MRS. CARLBERG : 

8 Q. Wou l d you please state your full name 

9 and add ress? 

10 A. Susan Elaine Wargo. 

ll Q. And your address? 

12 A. 4300 North 39th Street, Ar l ington , Virginia. 

13 Q. How long have you l ived at this address , 

14 Mrs. Wargo? 

15 / A. Three years. 

16 ·' Q. Do yo~ know Carl Roche ll e? 

17 A. Yes , I do. 

18 Q. Whe r e does Mr . Rochel l e l ive in conjunc t ion 

19 with your house? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A. Directly across the street. / 

Q. How l ong has Kr . Rochel le lived there? 

A. One year. 

Q. How wou ld you describe the neighborhood 

' ,. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-' 

ANN FIELDER - Court Re porter 
P.O. BOX 950J 

'' ALEXANDR!~. , VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931 -1234 
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l in which you and Mr. Carl Rochelle live? 

2 A. It's a neighborhood of approximately 

3 20-year old houses, single -family dwellings,and mixed 

4 ages of families. We have some retired teachers, 

s ambassadors, and several young families in the 

6 neighborhood. 

7 Q. It's upper middle class and the homes sell 

s for approximately how much in this neighborhood? 

9 
' ,. 

A. 

10 165,000. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 Q •. 

18 children? 

19 . A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

I think about 140,000 to 160,000 or . · 

Do you have any children? 

Yes, one little boy. 

What is his name? 

Bradley. 

What is his age? 

· seven years old. 

Are you aware that Mr. Rochelle has two 

Yes . 

What are the names of those children? 

Carl and John. 

Isn't it true that Carl, his son, is 

~ , approximately the same age as your child? 
:l'f. 

---·-· · ·--

ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P.O . DOX 9503 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931 ·1234 
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l A. Yes. 

2 Q. Can you tell me , did they play together? 

3 A. .Yes; ·they did·. 

4 Q. How of ten and with what frequency did they 

s play together? 

6 A. Well, they played, according to their 

7 ~chedule , almost every day , when the boys were with 

8 .·Mr. Rochelle. 

9 Q. When you say, "when the boys were with 

10 Mr. Roche lle", tell me wha t you understood the 

11 q i tua tion to be as to who had custody of t h e c h ildren? 

12 A. I understood it to be sort of a joint 

13 custody, that he -has custody for the weekend s and 

14 maybe Monday and Tues day , I believe it was . Then 

15 thE7-".boys wen t to the ir mo the r for the rest o_f the 

J 

16 weE?k . 

1: So, Brad would play with them just 

18 informally whenever play deve l oped . 

19 Q. Were you aware t:.na t Mr . Rochelle took the 

20 children to school every day on the days that he 

~l ha::l them? 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

Yes. 

Have you ha d an occasion to see 

ANN FIELD F.~ - Court Reporter 
P.O. BOX 9503 

ALEXAtlDRIA, VIRGINIA 22J04 

PHONE: (703) QJl-1234 
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Mr. Rochelle interact with his children? 

A. Yes. 

3 Q. What would you say tha~ relationship and 

4 interaction had been that you've seen of your own 

5 personal knowledge ? 

6 A. I would say he was a very interested 

7 father. He had the boys helping him with all of the 

8 grocery shopping and so forth, and then he would, 

9 you know, push the littlest one on the bicycle and 

IO so forth. It was nothing exceedingly happening in 

11 ·either direction. 

12 There was no overplaying or, you know, 

13 underplaying wit~ the boys. I felt that they were 

14 well supervised all the time that they were at his 

15 hou.se. He was always there. I feel that he was 
, 

16 just, you know, a norma·l father. 

17 Q. Were you aware, or had he ever indicated 

18 to yo u, that he had the chi ldren since they were 

19 very young '? What did you know about that? 

20 A. Yes, he mentioned that he had had John --

~l well, John was the youngest one -- since he was in 

22 diapers. I bel i eve his words were that he had seen 

23 the boys through the diaper stage and had been with 

ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P.O. DOX 950J 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGl.ll J. 22304 

PllON(, (703) 'J.ll·11J4 
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1 them and helped them in all of their little activities 

2 from the - beginning until now. So, fatherhood wasn't 

3 someth ing new to him. 

Q. Do you feel then, based on the experience 

' 
5 .~ hat y ou've seen him have , and what you've seen of 

6 Mr . Rochelle, that he is capabl e of caring for the 

7 two children? 

8 A. I think so, yes. 

9 MRS . CARLBERG: Let's go off the record 

10 juat a minute. 

11 ( D i s cu s s L c.• n o f f the record . ) 

12 BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

13 Q. Have yo~ had an occasion to observe the 

14 children with regard to the c are and supervision that 

15 the_y .' _ve had from Mr. Rochelle, and how would you _ _ _ 

, 
16 de·scr ibe that? 

17 A. When they've been there, he's always · been 

18 _qt home. He's always been in the house and has 

19 come outside and, you know , checked with the 
.; 

:1·· 
children. 

21 supervised. 

I wo uld say that they were a dequa te ly 

~ He was very c are ful ab out John cross ing 

~ the street and did not allow him to cro8s the street, 

ANN FIELDER - Court R<lportor 
116 P.O. BOX 9503 . 

ALEXANC!RIA, VIRGlNIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931·1234 
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l ?lthough it's not a very busy street. The children , 

2 when they went with us to a soccer game or something 
... 

:! " 
3 · like that, they were careful to check with him and 

4 tell him where they were going and when they'd be 

s back and so forth. 

6 So, I feel that they were very well 

7 .. . .ipervised and fed, as far as I know. 

a Q. How would you describe their wearing 

9 apparel? Were they always adequately cared for as 

IO f ar as their apparel? 

ll A. Oh, yes . 

12 Q. Can you think of any instance where Mr . 

13 Rochelle has p~rmitte~ the children to be in danger 

14 or uncared for in any manner.? 

15 A. No. 

16 Q. Do you think.that he is a fit and pro pe r 

17 person to have custody of his childr e n ; from what 

18 you know of him? 

19 Yes. 

20 Q. Have you had an occasion to talk with 

~ 1 him personally abou t the children, and discuss his 

~ children with him? 

23 A. Somewhat , yes. 

. -· - --- ·---· ----

ANN FIELDER - Court R&p<:>rter 
P.c°. BOX 9503 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931·1234 
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23 

~ 

9 

~ From that, were you able to gain what his 

attitude was with regard to caring for the two 

children, and being a single par~nt? 

A I feel that he looks at the children as 

something that he's always been with. He has been 

with them from the time they were born and it just 

seems that it is a natural thing for him to con-

tinue custody. It does not seem like it will . be 

something new to him. It seems like it will be a 

continuation of what he has been doing up until 

what, January of this year, or December when the · 

problem started. 

MRS • CA·RLBE R.G: Thank. y9u_ That's all. 

'" (Thereupon, in the presence of 

~ounsel, the witness waived reading 

and signature of the deposition.) 

(Thereupon, at 3:55 o'clock, p.m., 

the taking of the deposition was 

concluded.) 

I 

_J 
ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 

P.O. DOX 9503 

J.LEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 2 2304 

PHONE: (703) 931·1234 
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CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, DORIS ANN FIELDER, the officer before whom 

the foregoing deposition was taken , do her e by certify 

that the witness whose .testimony appears i n the fore -

going depos ition was duly sworn by me; that the 

testimony of said witness was taken by me in ste n u· -

graphic note s and thereafte r reduced to typ~wri tiny 

under my supervision; that said deposition is a 

true record of the te s timony given by said wit~ess; 

that I am neither counsel for, rleated t o, n0 r 

emp lo yed by ~ny of the . parties to the action in 

which this deposition was taken, and further that I 

am not a r e lative or emp l oyee o f any attorney or 

counsel emp loyed by the parties thereto, ~~r 

fi nanc i a lly or oth e rwise interested in the outcome of 
;(". . 

the action . 
,· :' . 

(SEAL) 

/ ") () 
/' ·---,. I ! /t. . 
I\ ... ~ ) ,(.> ~ (/) lJc,(. t .JJ.-( ~~~ ---,,-
Dor is Ann Fi e lde r,. Notary_... Public 

'-·.-- . "'-.---'.' 
for t he State of Virginia at Large 

I 

! 

My Commission Exp i res : 
January 5 , 1983 

ANN FIELDER - Court .. uportor 
P.O. BOX 9503 

" ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931-1234 
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V I R G I N I A: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FRANKLIN COUNTY 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x 

CONNIE GALE (PETERS) ROCHELLE, 
i 

Complainant, 

-vs-

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE, 

Defendant. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x 

· Alexandria , Virginia 

Wednesday , June 20 , 1979 

Deposition of 

MARY PATRICIA O ' DONNELL 

called for exam i nati on by counse l for the defendant , 

and . taken de bene esse , at 117 North Fairfax Street , 
/ 

A~exandria, Virginia, beginning at 4:30 o ' clock , 

p . m. , before Doris Ann Fielder, a Notary P ublic 

for the State of Virginia at Large , when were present 

on behalf of the respe ctive parties : 

APPEARANCES : 

For the Complainant : 

The comp l ainant was not 
present in person nor 
represented by counsel. 

ANN FIELD::R - Court Roporter 
P. 0. llOX 9 .SOJ 

AlaANO'll.<\, VIRGINIA 22304 
l'HQ~.1~: (71)31 931 -1214 

... -;:--.. . --:--:--- .-- . . . ; .. 

.' 
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For the Defendant: 

MRS. GWENDOLYN JO M. CARLBERG 
Attorney-at-Law 
117 North Fairfax Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

C 0 N T E N T S 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR 
WITNESS: DEFENDANT COMPLAINANT 

Mary Patri·cia O'Donnell· 3 

15 / 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

• , •• • J. • . : • • • 

ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P.O. BOX 9503 

' ALEXAtlDRIA, VIRGl l-: IA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931 -1234 
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' ,. 
·rhereupon , 

3 

MARY PATRIC I A O 'DONNE LL 

was called as a witness, and after first being dul y 

sworn by the notary, was examined and t es tified as 

follows : 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDAN~ 

BY MRS. CARLBERG : 

~ Would you p l e ase state your ful l name 

and a ddres :;;? 

A. Mary Patr i cia O ' Donnell. I live at 

3654 ' Gunston ~oad , Al exandr ia, Vi r ginia . 

~ Do I und e rstand that you know Carl 

Roche l le and his two sons , John and Carl? 

A. Yes, I do . 

I 

.;, / Q. 
;f'' 

How do you know Mr. Rochelle and the 
, 

,.ch'i l d r e n ? 

~ . I was Car l, Jr . ' s teacher for two ye~rs, 

from 1 976 until 1978, at the Chesterbrook Mon t esorri 

School . 

Q. How l ong hove yo u been teaching? 

~ I was teaching four years . 

~ Do I unders tand that you are not teaching 

at the present time? 

AN~~ FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P.c. nox 9503 

AUXAtlDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 93 1· 1234 
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1 A. Yes, that's right. 

2 Q. And that it's due to what reason? 

3 A. I have recently had twin boys. 

Q. Do you a lso know Mrs. ~ochelle? 

5 A. Yes, I have met her on several occasions , 

6 and have s poken with her. 

7 Q. In comparing how you know Mr . Rochel le 

8 and Mrs. Rochelle, would you say that you know 

9 Mr. Roche~le better or not than you know Mrs. Rochelle 

10 A. Yes, definitely . 

11 Q. Can you tell me what strike that. 

12 Can you tell me who had the care and 

13 cus-tody of the children during the time that you 

14 were Car 1 's teacher? 

15 
, ' 

A. Almost exclusively , Mr. Rochelle. 

16 Q. How do yo u know that? 

17 A. From contact with the parents and from 

18 being told by the administrator of our school when 

19 changes in the family relationship occurred , and 

20 from the chi l dren themselves. 

21 Q. Did you see Mr. Rochelle actually bring 

~ the children to school? 

23 A. Not bringing the children to ~chool in that 

ANN FIELDER - Court Roportt:' 
P.O. nox 9503 

ALEXANDRIA, VlllGINIA 22304 

PHON~: (703) 931-1134 
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I was always i n the classroom in the morning. 

2 Sall y Cudd, our aide, brought the children in, but 

3 I did see him picking them up at noon, and also at 

4 2:30 when Carl would stay over for the late session. 

5 Q. Did you also understand that Mr. Rochelle 

6 had the care a nd custody of the childr e n from Mrs. 

7 Rochelle hers e lf? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. Can you tell us what she sai~ when she 

10 spoke with you? 

11 A. She spoke with me o n s evera l occasions. 

12 r' he first time was the night before this initia1 

13 se para tion and she e xp lained to me t ha t they would 

be s e parating. She exp l ained to me a little bit 

15 of ,h e r reasons for separating, and s h e asked that I . I 

16 h~lp Carl just as much ·as I could through this. 

17 Then, in January, of '76 -- no , it was 

18 '77, January, '77, she spoke ·,1ith me aga in and told 

19 me - - after I cal led her -- she told me tha ~ the 

20 children wo uld be staying with the father and she 

21 woul d be visiting the m in the eve ning s . That she 

22 felt tha t was a better a rr a ngemen t for the children . 

23 T he n I d i cl n ' t s e e he r a g a i n u n ti 1 - - a c tu :, 11 

At-lt~ FIELDER - Court Roportor 
P.O. llOX 950J 

AlE XANDll lA. VIRGINIA 12304 

PHONE: (70J) 931·1234 
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I may ha v·e seen her in the car, but I really didn't 

2 speak with her again until the spring of '78, at 

3 which point she talked to me about what schools 

1 Carl could be attending in the future. 

5 Q. When she indicated to you that the 

6 children were going to stay with their father, did 

7 she give any reasons why · she was le aving t~em with 

8 the father? 

9 A. She felt that it was best for them in ·that 

IO the father would be with the children during the 

11 • <\aytime, that he could spen<.l time with both ·of 

12 them up until the early afternoon, I believe, at 

13 which point he goes to work . 

14 She felt that her job, which was a 9:00 

15 to ~: 00 type situation precluded her from s p e nding 

16 time with the children and she just found the 

17 arrangement to be ve ry difficult for them. 

18 Q. Was there a time when you picked Carl 

19 up from his mother's? 

20 A. Yes, right after the separation in '7 6 , 

21 Mrs. Roch e 1 le was stc:;.- 'ing with friends t.wo blocks 

~ down the street from me in Washington, and the 

~ evening she came over and told me about · the 

ANN FIELDER - Court Ropoa • ..;r 
P.O. BOX 9503 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931-1234 
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1 separation , she also asked me i f I wou l d pick Car l 

2 u p . I felt that wou l d be p r obably good for Carl in 

3 tha t it might distract him from the sadness he was 

4 f ee ling a t that point. I could also talk to him 

s before we got to school in the morning about how he 

6 was feeling, and it gave me some ve r y positive time. 

7 I did this for a per i od of time. I 

8 believe it was a week or two. I can't quite recall 

9 the exact time. But , at that point, she fo und 

10 another p l ace t o live and that was the end of the 

11 arrangement . 

12 Q. Can you describe how yo u fo und Mr. Roch e lle 

13 as a father to the children o.nd what you observed? 

14 ~ I found him to be a very steady 

15 inf_} uence ; someone who was ve r y concerned about 

16 his children. He related very we ll to them. The 

17 boys seemed to love him a nd when they saw him , they 

18 would be very affectionate with him and h e seemed 

19 to h ave a great deal of fun, and yet he was very 

20 

21 

22 

23 

responsible and mature . 

He woul~ come to me with his concerns. 

Car l was having difficulty with a bully in schoo l 

and he wou l d come to me in the morning and discu ss 
' r 

AN~~ FIELDER - Court Roporter 
P.O. BOX 9503 126 

ALEXANDRIA, Vlr(; INIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) 931-123 4 
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1 this with me. He would discuss Carl's feelings if 

2 he were apprehensive about school. He was a very 

3 good parent in the school context in that he was 

4 offering his knowledge in audio-visual material to 

s help the school. 

6 We saw a great deal of M~. Rochelle. He 

7 would come in usually around 2:00 o'clock to pick 

8 Carl up early. For a period of time he did this and 
. ,. 

9 ·~e got a chance to know him pretty well and see how 

10 he related with the children, which was, as I say, 

11 quite nice. 

12 The children would tell me about interesti n g 

13 thi ngs they would do with their dad and it seemed 

l ·~ as though they were having a .good time with him. 

15 They came to school every day. Everyth ing was very 

16 stable. 

17 Q. Can you t e ll me any specifics that the 

18 small Carl discussed with you about things that he 

19 did with his father? 

20 ~ The y would go places on the weekend 

21 together. I can't recall specific places, but he 

22 used to tell me about that on Monday. He was alwa y s 

23 admiring the way his father would prepare certain .... 
;1 •· 

ANN FIELDER - Court Reporter 
P.O. BOX 9503 

ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 22304 

PHONE: (703) ?3 1·1234 
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1 food for him. He wou ld put vegetables toge t ~er with 

2 some thing that Carl like d particularly, to make them 

3 taste terrific. Carl was very proud of his father. 

4 He also was very proud of his father's 

5 ability with machinery and they used to take things 

6 apart tog e ther, and that t y pe of thing. 

7 Q. Did the children ever discuss their 

8 mother with you in the same context in which they 

9 discussed their activities with their father? 

10 A. Well, no, and primarily their mother was 

11 not around while I was teaching Carl with the 

12 exception of a period of time in '78. They seemed 

13 happy enough when she came back into the house, but 

14 I ~eally don't recall any specif ics about their 

16 Q. In other words, they never talked about 

17 their mother cooking for them or anything, but they 

18 did talk about --

19 A. - - no t th a t I can re ca 11 . 

20 Q. Did Mrs. Rochelle ever discuss the 
,. 

21 · domestic problems she had with you? 

~ A. She did right b e fore the initial separation. 

~ Q. Did Mr. Roc he lle ever discuss the domestic 
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problems they were having? 

2 A. No. 

3 Q. Can you tell me which parent attended the 

4 paren·t-tea.cher conferenc.es at the school? 

5 A. Mr. Rochelle did. 

6 Q. Can you tell me whether or not Mrs. Rochelle 

7 was involved in anyway with helping with school and 

8 ~nating her time to the school the way Mr. Rochelle 

9 did? 

10 A. Not that I can recall at all. She did 

11 come, I believe, to the Christmas party, but that's 

12 the only time I reme mber seeing her. 

13 Q. At the time that you talked with Mrs. 

14 Rochelle, how did you find her with regard to 

15 hei;.· stability? 

16 A. Well, every ~ime I spoke with her, she 

17 was on the verge of embarking on a n ew course of 

18 action and she seemed nervous, but determined she 

19 was going to embark on that course of action. I 

20 talked to her the night before she separated and 
I 

21 she was quite upset, but determined that she was 

~ going to do this and that it was going to work and 

23 be the best thing for eve ryone involved. 
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1 Then I spoke with her when she was 

2 beginning to leave the children with their father. 

3 Again she was a little hesitant about it, but 

4 determined that this was the way it was going to 

5 be. Then I spoke with her in 1978 about Carl's 

6 future schooling and she was very concerned about 

7 the psycho logical effects that a separatton might 

8 have had in her not being in the home. 

9 Q. What were your recommendations with regard 

10 to Carl's schooling? 

11 A. I felt that he was a bright child and that 

12 he should continue in private school, that he was 

13 definitely deserving of the best educat i on that . he 

M could be offered. 

15 
/ .· Q. Would it be detrimental to send him· to a 

16 public school where he would not get specia l attention 

17 and accele rated classes? 

18 A. Let me say, it would not b e beneficial 

19 for him . It may not be detrimental. I can't really 

20 say, but he is a bright child and should be given 

21 special attenti o n, if possib l e , because he had made 

~ great strides while he was in the Montessori program 

~ and it would be a shame to see that fall by the 
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l wayside. 

2 Q. How would you describe the children with 

3 regard to their being dr essed for school? 

A. They were dressed very well every morning 

s and they seemed to be just fine. 

6 MRS. CARLBERG: Let's go off the record. 

7 (Discussion off the record.) 

8 MRS. CARLBERG: Let's go back on the 

9 record. 

10 BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

11 Q. How would you describe the children as 

12 far as their schedul es and routines? 

13 A. Well, as I said before, they attended 

14 school every day unless they were quite sick. Carl 

15 was · there almost all the time, except if they went 

16 t 'o visit grandparents or things of that nature. 

17 They seemed to be well rested. The y 

18 seemed to be well fed. Sometimes children come in 

19 in the morn~ng and you can tell wh e n they have not 

20 been well fed the night before or that morning. 

21 The children seemed to be on a good routine. He 

22 was very care f u 1 to , w he n h c did have to ha'-' P. a 

~3 babysitter, -- to find someone who was careful ai._ 
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1 had an outdoor play area and provided a good schedule 

2 and routine for them. He had spoken to me about that 

3 duri ng parent conferences . The children seemed to me 

4 to be very rested and in very good phys ical shape 

5 when they were around me. 

6 Q. Was there any kind of turmo il when they 

7 lived with their father, or as you describe d , did 

8 they have a pretty set routine and were they on a 

9 pretty even kee l ? 

IO A. No, there really wasn't any turmoil aside 

11 from the initial separatio n period. I sensed a 

12 sadness in Carl from time to time , just from the 

13 sadness of the situation , but Carl was always -- he 

14 knew was expected of him . He was well disciplined. 

15 He ~as r esponsible and h e was always bright eyed 

16 in· the classromm. 

17 F~0m ti m~ t0 tim~ h~ would have a so rt 

18 of s a d look on his face . I felt that ' s natural of 

19 any child in a sepa ration s i tua ti on . 

20 Q. Could you dete ct, during t he time that you 

21 p icked him up in the morning , when he was stay ing 

' ,. 
22 ' · a t h i s mo the r ' s , could you detect any kind of 

23 turmoil in his lif e as a re s ult of being with her? 
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1 A. All Car l discussed wi th me was he wou l d re-

2 peat over and over, my mom and dad don ' t get alon r 

3 any more . I know that she tad discussed everythin g . 

4 in detail, with him. He was very sad over t he f r · 

5 that his parents could not get along any more and 

6 I think that was the depth of his understandi~g at 

7 that . point .· He was pretty sma l l . 

8 No , I really can't say that I had much 
\ 

9 of an imp~ession except they were living in som~one 

10 else's home ' at the time and I think the mother 

11 I ' m not really certain of this - - but it 
;fr: 

12 $eemed as thou~h the woman that they we re staying 

13 with wa s h e lping them get pre pared to go off to 

school. Occasionally I saw Mrs . Roche lle at the 

15 dorir , but I can't really specifically say there was 

16 c.1.ny turmoi 1, no. 

17 Q. Did Mrs. Rochelle e xpl a in t o him about 

18 the s e paration in detail? 

19 A. Yes . 

'.W Q. Do you think tha t at his ag~ h e was able 

21 to , or s hould have had to, co p e with th ~ t situation? 

22 A. I fe e l that he could not unde rstand it 

·.~ : 1 ,11Hl r k nuw tlh1t .:it o n e point he felt v e ry re s pon s ible 
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l for his mother during the ear l y part of the 

2 separation . In fact, the mother t old me tha t he 

3 would throw his arms around his mother when she cried 

4 over not being able to get things organized the way 

S she would li ke to. 

6 I know that Carl is a very responsible 

7 child. He is a terrific little person and has a 

8 great deal of maturity for his age and I know that 

9 he was confused when they f irst separated and l a ter 

10 that turned into a feeling of r e sponsibility for 

11 his younger brother as well as for hi s mother. 

12 At that point , I know she told me that 

13 she fel t that things were too confusing with he r 

14 working during the daytime and that she was very 

15 tearful and very unhappy and that it would be best 

16 for the m to stay with the father . 

17 Q. What age was Car l at this time? 

18 A. Let me s e e , Ca rl was fo ur and a half . He 

19 was turning five in January when they separa ted. 

20 Q. So the mother admitted to you that she 

21 did have breakdowns in fron t of h im, anC.::. t hat she did 

22 ... ..: r y i n h i s pre s c n cc ? 

23 A. 

·I 

She said tha t she was complete l y honest 
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1 with Carl and that she cried. He would come in and 

2 see her crying about something, and they would dis-

3 cuss it, whatever was bothering her. 

4 Q. As a parent and a teacher of this child, · 

s would you have recommended that she do this, if you 

r' 
6 ·· had known it ahead of time ? 

7 A. I would not have recommended the extent 

8 to which she explained things. I think children 
\ 

9 should know what 's about the happen, but I don 't 

10 think they should f eel responsible, or in anyway 

11 involved. Divorce is b e tween a man and a wife, ~r ~ 

12 I do think he was in c luded i n a wee bit too much fo ~ 

13 his a ge . Yes. 

J .i Q. Do ye ~ think she put a lot of 

15 r e sponsibi li ty on this four - and-a-half - year -old 

16 chi 1-d? 

17 A. It's hard to s ay because Carl takes on a 

18 lot of responsibility . So, I know ttat she relied 

19 · o n the fac t that he was very important to her in 

20 terms of taking c a re of Johnny , the younger child. 
a-r. 

21 He was very fathetly towards Johnny a nd it was not 

22 the normal sibling-rivalry si tuation at all. He was 

23 always taking care of Johnny , and I know she was ver y 
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glad to see that and r~lied upon ~t, I think. 

2 To your knowledge, did Mr. Rochelle ever 

3 put this burden on Carl? 

4 A. No, not to my knowledge. We had 

5 conversations during the parent-teacher conferences 
"J-r. 

6 · and he did not seem to relate to Carl like that at 

7 all. 

Q. How did you find the demeanor 
\ 

8 

9 of the father with regard to how he carried him~elf 

10 · .d acted? 

11 A. He was very mature and very responsible 

12 about the situation, very adult and concerned , but 

13 he was not one to burden the children with the 

l·i family situation , I must say. 

15 Q. To your knowledge, did he have almos t 

16 the exclusive custody and control of the children 

17 from 1 976 to the end of the school year of 1978? 

A. To my know l edge , yes, it se emed so. I 

19 know a t one point the mother began living in the 

20 home again, but I r ea lly didn 't have contact with the 

21 parents about that. I heard that seconchand and I 

:.!:.! r c ..i 11 y cu. 11 I t ~; c\ y c\Jl y th i n 9 CJ. U 0 u t th Cl. t . 

Q. Before we terminate this deposition, let 

: -- ,.. 
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l me ask you, did Mrs . Rochelle ever talk with you 

2 about the area in which she had come from and what 

3 her family background was like? 

A. Yes, she did, the evening before the 

s separation, she talked a great deal about divorce and 

6 why she thought it was important to her because of 

7 her own family situation. So, she did describe what . 

8 she had come from and told me a little bit about her 

9 background. 

10 Q. How did she describe it, and what did she 

11 say, if you can recall? 

12 A. At the time I talked with her, her sons 

13 were stay ing with her parents and she said that she 

14 wanted to get them back as soon as possible because 

15 she ,did not feel that it was a very stimulating 

16 environment . 

17 She felt the childrens Carl's grammar 

18 slid when he was down with the parents. 

19 Q. Now , that was her parents? 

20 A. Her parents , right, and she was glad to 

21 have left that situation behind her . 

22 Q. Did she indic a t e whether or not there 

~ would be limite d educationa l opportunities for t! 
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1 children if they were to li ve there'? 

2 
, 

I' 

A. She didn't,in fact, speak of that , but I 

3 gathered f r om what she was saying that it was a small 

4 rural area and t hat there would be limited educational 

5 opportuniti es . 

6 Q. Did she describe he r mother and father's 

7 relationship in their marriage? 

8 A. Yes, she did. 

9 Q. What did she say abou t tha t ? 

10 A. She said that they had had a ve ry 

11 miserable re l ationship ~hich is one r eason why she 

12 was acting on her desire to have a separation . 

13 she h·ad sa i d that her f .a ther had treated her mo th er-

14 poo r ly. 

15 / Q. Did she say how? 

16 A. Th e only thi~g she menti oned was in having 

17 l(r.tfier women on the side and she just men tioned· one 

18 instance that she had known abo ut. In fact , she had 

19 seen her father driving someone to the ir doorstep . 

20 That is the only thing she said, in par ticular, but 

21 she did say that the relationship between her parents 

~ was a gruesome one and one she would never want her 

~ children to be in the midst of . 
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~ What did she mean with regard to his 

2 · ~anguage sliding? 

3 A. Well, his grammar -- he would say, no more, 

you know; I don't never want to do that. Things 

5 of that sort. He would use double ne ga tives. I 

6 . ~uld notice the difference when he would come from 

7 a visit, tha t his grammar would be different. I 

8 think she concurred. 

9 Q. Did she indicate that this came from how 

IO her paren'ts talked? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Can you recall anything else she said about 

13 that environment there? 

14 A. No, she was just trying very desperately 

15 to .. ,.,Ilot repeat the mistakes that she had been a part 
, 

16 of as a child. 

17 ~ At that time, did she indicate that she 

18 would not want the children to live in that area? 

19 l\. She didn 't say that, but it seemed to be 

20 implied by what she was saying. 

21 

22 Thank you. 

23 

MRS. CAPLBERG : I have no further questions. 

(Thereupon, in the presence of 
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counsel, the witness waived reading 

and signature of the deposition.) 

('!'hereupon, at 5:05 o'clock , p.m., 

the taking of the deposition was 

concluded.) 
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l CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

2 I, DORIS ANN FIELDER, the officer before whom 

3 the foregoing deposition was taken, do hereby certify 

4 that the witness whose testimony appears in the 

5 - v regoing deposition was duly sworn by me; that the 

6 testimony of s a id witness wa s taken by me in steno-

7 graphic notes and thereafter reduced to typewriting 

8 under my supervision; that sa l d deposition is a 
' 

9 true record of the tesimony given by said witn ess ; 

10 that I am neither counsel for , related to, nor 

11 employed by any of the P?-rties to the action i n 

12 which this deposition was taken , and further that I 

13 am not a relative or employee of any attorney or 

M counsel .employed by t he parties thereto , nor 

l5 fi~ancially or otherwise interested in the outcome 

16 of the ac tion. 

17 

18 (SEAL) 

19 

20 
Doris Ann Fielder , Notary Public 
for the State o'f" \Yj..rginia at Large 

21 

22 My Commission Ex pi res : 

23 
January 5 , 1983 
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JULY 6 , 1979 ! 
Opening Statement by Mrs. Carlberg 

The case of Rochelle v. Rochelle was called; and the 

2 court reporter having been sworn, the f ol l owing occurred : 

3 THE COURT: All right, Mr . Melesco, do you want to 

4 proc eed, sir? 

5 .MR . MELESCO: Yes, your Honor. We would like a chance 

6 for an opening statement, your Honor . 

7 THE COURT : I'll be glad to hear you. 

8 OPENING STATEMENT BY MRS . CARLBERG 

9 Good afternoon , Judge. I'm J o Carlberg , co-counsel 

10 with David Melesco for Carl Rochelle . In this case, of 

11 course, our client is the compl~inant in t he divorce matter 

12 and the defendant in the custody matter. And it is my under 

13 standing that we are going to combine it, and I very much ... 

14 I want to indicat e that we very much appreciate your hearing 

15 the divorce matter ore t enus . And it 's my understanding 

16 from Mr . Mel esco that we will proceed initially with the 

17 testimony for the divorce and then get into the other 

18 matters if that i ~ . • if that meets with your approval . 

THE COURT: All right . Approved by statutory require-

20 me n ts in reference to the divorce. 

21 MRS. CARLBERG: All right. 

22 THE COURT : And t h e separation (2-3 wo rds), separate 

23 a nd apart .. . ) 

I 

24 MR. SHAPIRO : 
I 

Judge, may I fil e the c)nsw1? r just so the : 

25 r e cord will be .. . 

- --- ____ _,i 
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Carl Rochelle - Dire ct (Ca rlberg) 

MR. MELESCO: P lease do . 

2 THE COURT: Ye s , s ir . 

3 MR . MELESCO : We have no ob j e c t i on . 

4 THE COURT: Any witnesse s tha t y o u lady a nd gentlemen 

5 d es ire to c a ll and s eparate? 

6 MRS . CARLBERG: I' m s orry, your Ho no r . 

7 THE COURT : Are t her e any wi tne sses p r e s e nt ttat yo u 

a de sir e to b e calle d a nd sepa rated? 

9 MR . MELESCO : We have witnesse s prese nt . The s e para-

10 t i on has no . . . 

11 MR . SHAPIRO : Judge , I wo n ' t ma k e that mot i on , no, sir . 

12 THE COURT : All right. 

13 MRS. CARLBERG : Judg e , a p r e liminary mo tion, we ha ve 

14 two depos i tions from , that I have take n, o ne o f Susan Wargo 

15 a nd t he other o ne o f Mary Patricia O' Do nnell . I would 

16 request that tho se be admitte d i nto evide nce . 

17 THE COURT : I have a lre a dy rea d tht.:m. 

18 MRS . CARLBERG : Thank yo u . Al l r i gh t. I ' d lik e to 

19 call my first witness , Ca r l Rochel le . 

20 CAR L ROCHELLE 

21 the Compla inant in thi s pro c eeding , after havi ng 

22 f i r st b e en duly s wor n , t e stifie d as f o llo ws : 

23 DIRECT EXAMI NATION 

24 BY MRS . CARLBERG: 

25 Q. Would yo u ple ase s t ate yo ur ful l name a nd address? 

I 
I . I 

I 
~-- ----------- ·-·--- ·- - -~ 

·- ___ ___; 
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~--------------- -- - - -·. 
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

. ------------ - ·---i 

A. My name is Carl Arthur Rochelle. I live at 4301 

2 North Thirty-Ninth Stree t in Arlington, Virginia. 

3 Q. And how long have you lived at that address, Mr . 

4 Rochelle ? 

5 A. I have lived there a year. 

6 Q. And wha t do you mean by one year? When did you 

7 move there?-

I 
I 

I 

I 

8 A. I moved in the first of July. I am a resident of .J 
this particular res1 Arlington for six years, but I moved in 9 

10 dence, this particular house the first of July of last year . 

11 Q. Al l right. That's July 1 , 1978? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And where did you live in Arlington prior to that? 

14 A. 4409 North Thirty-Sixth Street. 

15 Q. And is that in the State of Virginia ? 

16 A. That is also in Arlington, Virginia . 

17 Q. All right . And where did you live prior to living 

18 at the Thirty-Sixth Street address ? 

19 A . Lived a t 16 50 North Greenbrier Street , a lso 

20 Arlington. 

21 Q. And would you please tell me when you and Mrs. 

n Rochelle wer e married? 

23 A. I have to get t h e date off of the pie c e of pap e r. 

24 I 'm afra i d my mind's a little boggl e d . 

25 Q. All right. Let me l ead you a little bit . We re 

·----··--- - - ---------~ 
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Carl Rochelle - Direct {Carlberg) 

you married on March the 5th •.• 

2 A. The 5th .•. it was in 1 71. 

3 Q. All right. Was that on or about March the 5th? 

4 A. Okay. That's, yes, it was on or about March the 

5 5th. 

6 Q. A~d where were you married? 

7 A. In Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

8 Q. And is it your testimony that then that you have 

9 lived in Arlington, the State of Virginia, for six mor.ths 

10 prior to the institution of this suit? 

11 A. Yes, I nave. 

12 Q. A~d to your knowledge, would you p l ease tell me 

13 where Mrs. Rochelle resides? 

14 A. To the best of my knowledge she lives near Boones 

15 Mill. 

16 Q. Now , when you came down in December of 1978, where ! 
! 
I 

17 did you pick up the children? 
I 

18 A. Oh, I • .. you mean when I picked them u p at Christ-

19 mas? 

20 Q. Yes. 

21 A. Of this past year? 

22 Q. Yes. 

23 A. I picked them up at her house in Boo:::es Mill. 

24 Q. All right. And after that did you ... a~d where is , 

25 what county is Boones Mill located in? 
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- ---- ---- - - - ·---- -· - -----·- -· -
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

A. I suspect it's Franklin County . I'm not that 

2 familiar with the geography . 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: Can the Court take judicial notice of •.• 

4 THE COURT: All right. 

5 Q. And is that in the State of Virginia? 

6 A. It's in the State of Virginia. 

7 Q. And did you have occasion later in February of 

8 1979 to call to a nwnber which you understood was located in I 
i 

9 Boones Mill, Franklin County, Virginia? I 
10 A. I made, I made two calls. I made one in January i 

11 and one in February. Yes, I made a call in February . 

12 Q. And at that time did someone at that nwnber answer . 

13 A. Yes . 

14 Q. So to your knowledge, Mrs. Rochelle lives in 

15 Franklin County in the State of Virginia. 

16 A. Yes, to the best of my knowledge. 

17 Q. And how many children were born of the marriage 

18 between you and Mrs. Rochelle? 

19 A. Two. 

20 Q. And what are their names? 

21 A. Carl the Third and John . 

22 Q. Would you please give me Carl 's age and his birth 

23 date? 

24 A. Carl is seven y ears old , and his birth date is 

25 January 30th . And John is four, and his birth date is 

I 
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··· - --· - ·· · ··· ·- -· . 
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

.-. 

December 23rd. 

2 Q. Are both you and your wife members of the 

3 Caucasian race? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Are you both over the year, the age of eighteen 

6 years? 

7 A. Afraid so. 

8 Q. Are either of you a member of t he Armed Forces of 

9 the United States? 

10 A. No, I'm not. 

11 Q. Did there come a time when you and Mrs . Rochelle 

12 s eparated? 

13 A. Yes, on two occasions . 

14 Q. Now , on the, on the second occasion, what was the 

15 date of the separation? 

16 A. It was June 15th of last year . 

17 Q. And would you please tell us the circumstances 

18 concerning that separation . 

19 A. Well , it's a little in~olved , b ut .. . how far back 

20 do you want me to go? That l ed up to • • . 

21 Q. Just the date , the date of the separation . 

22 A. Al l right. Just the date of the separation . 

23 Q. Which ... for purposes o f the divorce . 

24 A. Okay . For purposes of the divorce . She just 

25 moved out . 
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Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

Q. All right . And what date was it again? 

2 A. It was June 15th of last year. It would be June 

3 15th Of I 78 • 

4 Q. Did you order her to remove her things from the 

5 house ..• 

6 A. Of course not. I tried my best to keep her, to 

7 get her to stay, but she wouldn't. 

8 Q. Now, on that date can you tell us where she moved? 

9 A. She moved to . .. I think the address is 5115 , but 

10 it's MacArthur Boulevard in Washington, D. C. 

, , Q. And at that time were you in the process of moving? 

12 A. I moved on the 1st of July from the Thirty- Sixth 

13 Street address to the Thirty-Ninth Street address. 

14 Q. And who was present at the time when you and Mrs. 

15 Rochelle separated? Was your mother there? 

16 A. She was not the re at the actual time that we sepa-

11 rated. She .. . 

18 Q. When did she a rrive? 

19 A. She arr ive d, it was close to the e nd of June , the 

20 first of July, in that area. She had been visiting with her 

21 brothe r i n Florida, and they drove up and spent a few days . 

22 And she did s e e Connie, and she was aware that Connie had 

23 left. 

24 Q. We re .. . so, on or about, l e t's say, July 1 of 1978 

25 your mother arrived? 

~ . 
:.~ ... 

I 

!· 
I 

I -- ---- --- .. 148 - -- - - - --- - ~ 

--. 



} 3- . 

Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

2 Q. And where were you living on the 15th of June of 

3 1978? 

4 A. I . was living at 4409 North Thirty-Sixth. 

5 Q. And where you moving .. . where were you living .on the 

6 1st day of July 1978, fifteen days later? 

7 A. 4301 North Thirty-Ninth. 

8 Q. So you moved during that period of time from one 

9 house to another in Arlington? 

10 A. Yes, I did. 

11 Q. Now, was your ..• can you tell me whether or not 

12 your mother went to both residences? 

13 A. Yes, she was at both residences . 

14 Q. In other words, you were in the process of moving 

15 from one to the other when she arrived? 

16 ' A. Yes. I had, I was, I had most everything packed to 

17 move when she arrived . 

18 Q. Is it your r eques t tha t you be given a divorce 

19 from Mrs. Rochelle based on a one year s e paration? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And is there any hope or possibility for reconc ili~ 

22 ation? 

23 A. No, the re is not. 

24 Q. And based on conve rsations with your wife, was it 

25 your intention to live separate and apart, say, from on or 

- : ~------------------· 
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Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg ) 

about July the 15th of 1978 up to the present time? Or her 

2 intention to live separate and apart? 

3 A. It was her intention to live separate and apart. 

4 I tried a couple of times to get back together. I dated her I 
! 

5 and saw her, but when she announced she was marrying Mr. 

6 Silverman and that he had moved in with her, I from that 

7 point on, I wasn't interested. 

8 Q. All right. When was this that she told you that? 

9 A. It was within a week after her birthday. 

10 Q. And when is her birthday? 

11 A. Within .•. that's on the 9th of •.. I'm sorry. The 

12 7th of July. 

13 Q. And that was 7th of July 1978? 

14 A. 1978. 

15 Q. Has your separation been continuous and uninter-

16 rupted? 

17 A. Yes, it has. 

18 Q. Since the time she moved out? 

19 A. Yes. 
I 

I 

I 
I 

20 Q. Have you c oh a b-, since the s eparation has been con-' 

21 tinuous, have you had sexual intercourse or cohabited with 

22 her, held yourself out as man and wife at any time since that· 

23 time? 

24 A. No . 

25 Q. I have no further questions. 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, procedure is a little con- I 
2 fusing. Will his testimony be used in terms of the question I 

I 
3 of support and maintenance •.• 

4 MR. MELESCO: We would not hold Mr. Shapiro any evi-

5 denc~ as to support and rnainte nance ... just this . . . 

6 THE COURT: Insofar as I know, the point that Mr. 

7 Melesco stated to me in your pre s e nce is that the only hear-

a ing of this court be is the matter of no-fault, one year 

g separation , and the matter of support, spousal support be 

10 made, child support and so forth at a later time. 

11 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I' ve no questiorts of the 

12 witness. 

13 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

14 MRS . ONITA J. ROCHELLE 

15 second witne ss for the Complainant, afte r having 

16 first b e en duly sworn, testified as follows: 

17 DIRECT EXAM INATION 

18 BY MRS. CARLBERG; 

19 Q. · Would you please state your full name and a ddress? 

20 A. Onita J. Rochelle, Wa shington , North Carolina. 

21 Q. And, Mrs. Rochelle , a re you ove r the age o f e i gh-

22 t een ye a rs? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. Okay. And what is your relationship to Mr. 

25 Rochelle? 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct {Carlberg) 
- ·- ·--- - --- -- -1 

A. He's my son. 

2 Q. Now, speak as loudly as you can so Judge Davis can 

3 hear. 

4 THE COURT: I can hear her. 

5 Q. Okay. He's your son. Did there come a time in 

6 June of 1978 that you ..• or July, on or about the 1st of July 

7 of '78, that you visited your son? 

8 A. Yes, there did. 

9 Q. And where was he living at that time? 

10 A. He was living on Thirty-Sixth Street·, but he was 

11 in the process of moving. 

12 Q. Okay. Now, did you spend a night at the Thirty-

13 Sixth Street address? 

14 A. I did. I slept on the bed . He slept on the set-

15 tee, and the children slept on the floor in the living room. 

16 Q. Okay. And at that time was Mrs. Rochelle living 

17 in the address at Thirty-Six Street? 

18 A. She was not. 

19 Q. And were there any of her belongings there? 

20 A. There was some of her belongings in a closet that 

21 she had not moved. 

22 Q. Did there come a time while you we re t here that she 

23 move d some of her belongings? 

24 A. The next morning she did , but I wa s not there when 

25 she moved t hem. I was ove r to the, where he was moving with 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

the children. 

2 Q. All right. Did there come a time when .•• strike 

3 that. Where did Mr. Rochelle move to? 

4 A. 4301 Thirty-Ninth Street. 

5 Q. And is that in Arlington, Virginia? 

6 A. Yes, it is. 

7 Q. And who moved to, from the Thirty-Sixth Street 

a address to the Thirty-Ninth Street address? 

9 A. Carl and the two children. 

10 Q. And where did Mrs. Rochelle move? 

11 A. I really didn't see her apartment, but she wasn't 

12 living with them. She was, had moved to D. C. She did in-

13 vite me to go, but I did not. I was sided with the children 

14 and I didn't go. 

15 Q. Now, did there come a time in December when you 

16 went to visit your son and the two children at the Thirty-

17 Ninth Street address? This past Christmas in December? 

18 A. You mean of '78? 

19 Q. In ' 78. Oh , I'm sorry. I withdraw that question . 

20 Since the time that you were there in July of 1978, has the 

21 most recent time that you had seen and been a t the hous e 

22 just when you have arrived recently this year? 

23 A. Repeat that please . 

24 Q. Have you been to the house s i nce l ast year, to t he 

25 Thirty-Ninth Street address? 

i 
! ,. 
I 
I 

! 
I .. - ---- ---·. -.. . --. - 153 . . · ~ - -· · ·-- -- --~ 

97 . 

-; 



) 8. 

----- - - ---- ----- ... 
Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg ) 

A. I'm there now, and that's •.. 

2 Q. You're there now. 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. All right. And do you see any evidence of Mrs. 

5 Rochelle having moved in? 

6 A. No. 

7 Q. Are any of her belongings in the house? 

8 A. I think there's a pocketbook or something in the 

9 garage that s he never moved out, t hat got moved from t he 

10 old house •• • 

11 Q. Other than t hat, can you see any of her personal 

12 belongings? 

13 A. No, I can't. 

14 Q. Now, to your knowledge have the parties lived 

15 s eparate and apart since July of l ast year? 

16 A. They have at any time that I' ve had a ny dealings. 

17 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, do you t hink that if the parties 

18 had reconci l ed that you would have knowledge of it? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. And to your knowledge they have not r econciled . 

21 A. To my knowledge they haven't. 

22 Q. And to your knowledge have they lived separate a nd 

23 apart s ince July of last year up to the present time? 

24 A. I have no t s een them togethe r. 

25 Q. Have you had telep~one conversations with Mr . 
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Onita Rochelle - Dir ect (Carlberg) 
Cross (Shapiro ) 

Rochelle which would indicate that the parties were living 

2 separate and apart during this time? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Did you see your son and the children at Christmas 

5 time in December of 1978? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And where was that? 

8 A. At my home. They carried them •.. Carl carried them 

9 down. 

10 Q. All right. And a t that time was there any indica-

11 tion that they had reconciled or was there an indication 

12 that they we re stil l living separate and apart? 

13 A. Indication they were still living apart . In fact , 

14 the childre n said they were . 

15 

16 

Q. 

A. 

Where did the children say t heir mother was living! 

In Virginia, Rocky Mount ... and up in this s ection 

17 somewhere . 

18 Q. Okay. I have no further questions, Judge . 

19 THE COURT: Questions , Mr. Shapiro? 

20 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

21 BY MR. SHAPIRO : 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Mrs. Rochelle , where is Washington , North Carolina~ 
. . I 

It's on the c oast. You know where Cherry Point is~ 
I 

Mm huh . (Affirmative) 

It's about sixty mil e s from Cherry Point . 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
-, . Onita Rochelle - Cross (Shapiro) 

i 
! 

Q. Is it near Morehead City or in that area? I 
i 
i 

2 A. Ninety miles from Morehead, back this way a little ·i 
3 Q. Do the children visit with you quite often or had I 
4 they previous to this separation? 

I 

I 

5 A. Ye s . . • yes, they had. 

6 Q. They spent a lot of time with you. 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. As a matter of fact , your reason for being in, in 

9 Washington in June and July of last year was to take them 

10 back home with you for the summer, wasn ' t it? 

11 A. I didn't take them for the whole summer, no. I 

12 had them about two weeks. 

13 Q. Two weeks out of the entire sum ..• 

14 A. I carried them home so that Carl could straighten 

15 the house out, put things up after he moved. 

16 Q. But they only stayed with you two weeks? 

17 A. Yes . 

18 Q. Thank you. 

19 THE COURT: Further questions of Mrs. Rochelle? 

20 MRS. CARLBERG: I have no further questions. 

21 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

22 THE COURT: Any other evidence on behalf of the 

23 plaintiff? 

24 MRS. CARLBERG: No , your Honor. 

25 MR. MELESCO: Not as to the divorce, your Honor. 
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Opening Statement by Mrs. Carlberg (Custody) 

THE COURT: Anything you want to show me, gentl emen, 

2 other than what I've already got? 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: No, sir. 
I 
I 
I 

I 
for Mr. Rochelle, no- I 
to be made in reference 

4 THE COURT: I grant the divorce 

fault reserved in adjudication if any 5 

6 to spousal support and child support. 

7 MRS. CARLBERG: Thank you very much, Judge. 

8 THE COURT: All right .•. 

9 MR. MELESCO: We'll continue as to the moving party ••• 

10 THE COURT: You lady and gentlemen like to get into 

11 the custody ·matter now? 

12 MR. MELESCO: Yeah. We'll just continue as the moving 

13 party? 

14 MRS. C.~LBERG: Judge, if you don't mind, I'd like to 

15 make a brief opening statement. 

16 THE COURT: All right. 

17 MRS. CARLBERG : I think that our evide nce in this case 

18 will show t hat for most of the c hildren's live s, they have 

19 lived with the fathe r. Our evidence will show that in 

20 December of 1976 the parties separated and the childre n 

21 stayed with Mrs . Rochelle in the home on Greenbrier Stre et 

22 for a short p e riod of time , and thereafter about a month 

23 later, Mrs. Rochelle had Mr. Rochelle move back into the 

24 h ome and take care of the children . From that time on ur.til 

25 she returned to the household, approximately o ne year late r, 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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Opening Statement by Mrs. Carlberg (Custody) 

Mr. Rochelle lived in the home in Arlington with the two 

2 children. Our evidence will show that during the time, 

3 during that one year period, from 19 ... from January until 

4 December of 1977, the parties lived separate and apart, and 

5 Mr. Rochelle paid the mother to come over and take care of 

6 the children. During the time that ... and our evidence will 

7 show that Mr. Rochelle is a writer and works for ABC Broad-

8 casting Company. And our evidence will s how that during 

9 that period of time, because of his schedule, Mrs . Rochelle 

10 took care of the children sometimes in the evenings and some-

11 times on weekends for which Mr . Rochelle paid her. Our evi-

12 dence will further show that the parties reconciled just 

13 before Christmas of 1977. Thereafter, our evidence will sho , 

14 that the mother lived in the home from January until June , 

15 when she moved out. In 1977 in the summer when the parties 

16 were living separate and apart, the mother had an abortion. 

17 The father will testify that the child was not his because 

18 he did not have any sexual relations with the mother during 

19 1977 period. In 1978, our evidence will show tha t the moth e r · 

20 was working f o r a psychiatrist in Washingto n by the name o f 

21 Dr. Wiseberg. During the time that she was working f o r the 

22 psychiatrist, the parties were having marital problems , and 

23 the couple--b~th of them, Mr. Rochelle and Mr s . Rochel le--

24 went to Dr. Wiseberg to him as a marriage counselor . Our 

25 evidence will further show that during the time that Dr . , 

I 

i 
I 
I 
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Opening Statement by Mrs. Carlberg (Custody) -- . ----- --·-·1 
I 
I 

that she was seeing Dr. Wiseberg as a marriage counselor, s hJ 

2 was also l iving and cohabiting and having sexual relation s 

3 with him. Our evidence will further show that in June she 

4 moved out, and at that time she had severed the relationship 

5 with Dr. Wiseberg and was having another extramarital rela-

6 tionship with one, Mr. Le s Silverman . Our evidence will 

7 further show that the mother's employment record has been 

a one that has been very erratic. She has not held down one 

9 continuous job. But on the other hand, our evidence will 

10 show that Mr. Rochelle has worked in the broadcasting busi-

11 ness since the early Seventies and has been at ABC in 

12 Washington for ovP-r six years. Our evidence will show that 
I 

13 he is a responsible, stable person. While on the other hand,! 

14 Mrs. Rochelle has had her problems. She has been under 

15 psychiatric care, and our evidence will show that for a 

16 period of only a few years, Mrs. Rochelle has seen at least . 

17 fifteen doctors-- psychiatric, medical doctors and that kind. 

18 The evidence will further show that the children, and par-

19 ticularly Carl, is a very bright and highly intelligent 

20 child. The deposition is one bit of our evidence from Pat 

21 O'Donnell, who was his teacher. She describes him as being 

22 brigh t and intelligent. The parents had a Dr. Starr examine 

23 the child a t the r e quest of Dr. Wiseberg, and he f ound him 

24 to be a very bright child, very, highly intelligent and 

25 recormnended that he placed in a private school. Since it .•• 
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Opening Statement by Mrs. Carlberg (Custody) 

our evidence will further show that since the child has been 

2 in this environment that he has begun to deteriorate. A 

3 doctor's report of May of 1979 to Mr. Rochelle will show 

4 that the child is suffering fro~ fatigue, that he is now, 

5 have a bed-wetting problem ••• both of the children now have 

6 bed-wetting problems. And Carl's teacher in the report that 

7 has been submitted to this Court, describes the child as an 

8 average student. This is a far cry from what his teacher of 

9 last year described him--a very bright, inquisitive, highly 

10 intelligent child. Our evidence will further show that the 

11 father had the children when they were a very tender age. 

12 In other words, he has had John since John was two years old. 

13 And that was in the diaper stage, changing him and that kind 

14 of thing. Our evidence will further show that it has been 

15 the father who has gone to all the parent-teacher conferences 

JG and the father was the one who took the children to the, the 

17 pediatrician. Our evidence will show that even though the 

18 father is a writer, sometimes a broadca ster, writes article s 

19 . for flying magazines and is a very capable person, he has 

20 also had time to take care of the children as, as their 

21 single parent . We believe that our evidence will subs tan ti-

22 ate that in this situation you do have only one parent t hat 

23 is fit and capable of caring to the, for the two small chil-

24 dren. Thank you , Judge. 

25 THE COURT: It might be an advantage ... 
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Opening Statement by Mr. Shapiro -- ---- ···- -·---···----1 

I 
I 

MR. SHAPIRO: May it please the Court. I 
2 THE COURT: Excuse me, Mr. Shapiro. A great portion, 

3 if not all the evidence, has been previously testified to, 

4 Mrs. Carlberg . Just thought I'd throw that out. It might 

5 come in a different, different way this time, but a lot of 

6 it was previously testified to in a prior hearing that we 

7 had. 

8 MR. SHAPIRO: Well, I think Mrs. Carlberg and myself 

9 are somewhat at a disadvantage since neither one of us were 

10 here at that time, so we may be going over ground. And if 

11 the Court has h e ard it, if the Court will just •.• . 

12 THE COURT: It's one of the few cases I feel I might 

13 know as much about what's going on as you do. 

14 MR. SHAPIRO: You may well ... my remarks, opening re-

15 marks will be very brief. It's the positio n of my client 

16 that both of these people are capable~ loving, generous 

17 people, parents who are intere sted i n the welfare of their 

18 child!:""en. They wouldn't have gone through the--excuse the 

19 expression--the ·hell that they've gone through the last 

20 three or four yea rs with reference to their children , that 

21 they both care about their children and want to see that b .e 

22 best was done for the m. Our evidence will be t hat from the 

23 time t he oldest child was approximately f our months old, 

24 the se two people have had marital difficulty, tremendous 

25 

~m-a_r_i_t_a_l_d_i_· fficul ty ... extra~::i:a::, perhaps~-b: vi:::~ 
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opening Statement by Mr. Shapiro 

their intensity and the effect on their respective lives. 

2 And in addition to the marital difficulties that Mrs. 

3 Rochelle has had, she's had tremendous physical difficulti e s 

4 on top. In the transition from one life style which was the, 

5 as a loving wife of a successful businessman to the life of 

6 a, as the mother of two children, the burden of assuming 

7 full-time employment and attempting to enter the job market 

a with very limited skills and education. On top of the tran-

9 sition from a stable home situation to one of some turbu-

10 lence, it is unquestioned that she's had an awful lot of 

11 problems. She moved to this part of the country , her home. 

12 The report shows that she has resolved it. She has held two 

13 jobs. She has gotten glowing remarks from both employers . 

14 Her job was terminated , her first employment , not by virtue 

15 of anything that she did or didn't do, but by virtue of the 

16 economic situation at that particular time. She has en-

17 rolled her children in school. The report from t he local 

18 people who graciously prepared the report from this a~ea 

19 shows t hat they're adjusted, they ' re , they l ove their mothe r, 

20 

21 

22 

they adjusted well to the s ituat i on , they like their school . I 
People that she talked to showed that she's not having these 

1 problems anymore . She's not having the probl ems that re-

23 sulted from the turbulent marriage . l 
I 

The Court just pro-

24 nounced that marriage over as a matter of law, but ir. essence; 

25 it's been over for years. This woman has adjusted to that I 
I 
I 
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Opening Statement by Mr. Shapiro 
Caro lyn Riesenman - Direct (Mel esco ) 

·-··-· ---, 
I 
I 
I 

situation. She has taken care of her c hil dren. She is a 

2 fit and proper person. And under the law of this Conunon-

3 wealth, all things being equal, we feel that the evidence 

4 will show that she deserves to keep her children here . 

5 Thank you, sir. 

6 THE COURT: All right, Mr. Melesco , call your first 

7 witness please. 

8 CAROLYN RI ESEm1.AN 

9 first witness for the Compl ainant, after havi ng 

10 first been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

11 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

12 BY MR. MELESCO: 

13 Q. Tell the Court your name please . 

14 A. Carolyn Rieserunan . 

15 Q. Riesenman . And where do you live , Carolyn? 

16 A. I live in 420 Hampton Court, Falls Church, Vi r-

17 ginia. 

18 Q. And with whom are you employed? 

19 A. I'm employed with the Arlington County Juvenile 

20 and Domestic Relations District Court. 

21 Q. And how long have you been in probation work? 

22 A. It will be seven years in September . 

23 Q. And how long with the Arlington County Juvenile 

24 and Domestic Relati ons Court? 

25 A. Five years in September . 

I 
I 
i 
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..------------ --- ------ - -
Carolyn Rieserunan - Direct (Melesco) 

Q. And prior to that I believe you were an adult 

2 probation officer for Fairfax County? 

3 A. That's correct. 

4 Q. And what educational background do you have? 

5 A. I have a bachelor's in child a nd family develop-

6 ment fro~ Virginia Tech, a master's degree in child and 

7 family development from Florida State, and I'm completing my 

8 master's, second master's degree in clinical psychology at 

9 George Mason University in Fairfax. 

10 Q. Going to night school? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. All right. And I believe that pursuant to an 

13 order of this Court, you prepared a very lengthy and detaile 

14 investigation concerning the custody in this matter. 

15 A. Yes, I did. 

16 Q. All right. Let me stop right there. Why was thi s 

17 case assigned to you? 

18 A. Let me back up for a minute . Mr. Rochelle had 

19 come into the court in October of last year to petition for 

20 the custody of the children . At that time it was e>.-plained 

21 to the judge that Mrs. Rochelle had taken the kids a nd then 

22 come down to the Roanoke area. The judge had decided to 

23 award t emporary custody to Mr. RochHlle because of the fact 

24 that the c hildren had been in schoo: in the Arli ngton area . 

25 Q. Did you have any input into that •.. 
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- ------------ - --- -.. --- . 
Carolyn Riesenman - Direct (Melesco) 

A. No, I didn't. My purpose for being there was to 

2 take notes to enter it into the court record for the matter 

3 of record so we would know what happened in the case. 

4 Q. Were you the intake officer on the original 

5 petition filed? 

6 A. No, I was not. 

Were you familiar with any of the facts surroundinJ 7 Q. 

a at that point and time? 

9 A. Mr. Rochelle had commented on some things prior to 

10 going into court. He seemed to be very perturbed and anxious 

11 about the situation and coming to court, but I was concerned 

12 with getting the case in. I was not taking notes, not 

13 really listening closely to what was happening. My purpose 

14 was to take notes for the judge ..• just, as to what his deci-

15 sion was on the case, nothing else. And then he had set the 

16 case for appearance again in court in November, hoping by 

17 that time Mrs. Rochelle would be back in the area so t hey 

18 could pursue the matter further . This was not done because 

19 Mrs. Rochelle had come in and petitioned the Court here for 
! 

20 custody of the children. So the case was closed until we ! 
heard then from this Court that they had wante d an investiga~ 
tion. And at that time it wa s assigne d to me . I 

21 

22 

23 Q. All r ight. At the time and placed that it was I 
24 assigned to you, had you done anything more than what you 

25 just described to us, as simply being in court and taking 

I 
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Carolyn Rieserunan - Direct (Melesco) 

notes for the judge? 

2 A. No, I had not. I had not had contacts. 

3 Q. Okay. All right. You then prepared and made the 

4 investigation which is recorded here. 

5 A. That's correct. 

6 Q. And as part of that investigation, you talked to 

7 both parties? 

8 A. Yes, I did. 

9 Q. Not just one? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. How long did you talk to Mrs. Rochelle? 

12 A. I talked to her six hours when she had traveled up 

13 froill Roanoke to ~e at my office. 

14 Q. You had a six-hour conference with her in your 

15 office? 

16 A. That's correct . 

17 Q. And how long did you talk with Mr. Rochelle? 

18 A. I met with Mr. Rochelle, I think, on three dif-

19 f erent occasions and it was comparably about the same amount 

20 of time, dround six hours. 

21 Q. And I believe that on the list on the back, besides, 

22 those two peo?le , you talked with twe lve othe r people? 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

That's correct. 

I'm sorry ••. seve nteen other people. 

Mm huh. That's correct, in addition to Mr. and 

i 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
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Carolyn Rieserunan - Direct (Melesco) 

Mrs. Rochelle. 

2 Q. And you wrote a recommendation which, I believe, 

3 is the standard in the Arlington area. 

4 A. That's correct. 

i 
I 

I 
I 

5 Q. Not, not what your recoi1Ul1endation is, but the fact I 
6 that the unit is called upon to make recommendations. 

7 A. That's correct. 

8 Q. And I believe that recorrune ndation was that custody 

9 be awarded to the father with reasonable visitation to the 

10 children. 

11 A. To the mother. 

12 Q. To the mother. 

13 A. That's correct. 

14 Q. Did you find anything negative in your investiga-

15 tion concGrning Mr. Rochelle? 

16 A. The only thing that I could point to that might 

l7 · be negative, and this was based on information from other 

18 people, that were unbiased in the case. Mrs. Rochelle , of 

19 course, had a lot of allegations which I'm sure she has gone 

20 over. The only indication I thought was negative came from 

21 the teacher who had indicated at times Mr. Roc helle may 

22 expect too much of the kids as far as competition is con-

i 
i 

I 
23 cerned, that they should be allowed to remain children and I 

feed more into the emotional development of the child and nol' 

place as much expectations on them as far as their 

24 

25 

I 
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intellectual performance, academic performance. 

2 Q. Did you talk to Mr. Rochelle about this? 

3 A. Yes, I did. 

4 Q. And what was his response? 

5 A. He seemed very receptive and I explained to him 

6 my rationale for, for the concern over this, and he seemed, 

7 just s eemed very r eceptive and open to what I had to say and 

a took it to heart. 

9 Q. All right. Could you, from your investigation 

10 could you describe Mrs. Rochelle's life style, particularly 

11 as to stability? 

12 A. Well, based on what Mrs. Rochelle had to tell me 

13 in our interview and then as a follow- up contact with a 

14 variety of other people whose names appear on the back of 

15 the report, she had indicated that the r e were problems when 

16 she was growing up. It just appeared that her life style 

17 tended to be problematic. Her first marriage was not sue-

18 cessful. The s e cond marriage to Mr . Rochel l e wa s ne ve r a 

19 happy one, and both parties had indicated this. There were 

20 •.. I, I feel that there was a basic p ers onality conflict 

21 between the two. Mrs. Rochelle tends to be a much more 

22 emotional, e xtroverted type of person , where Mr. Rochelle 

23 tends to be more quiet, logical, rational type of person. 
I 

24 And we find that this produces a lot of conflicts within the : 

25 marital situation, personality conflicts that would the n lead 
I 
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' 

i 
to other problems. She had problerns ... this, according to the 

2 employers, there were some problems with her employment 

3 pattern being somewhat erratic. There were .•• 

4 Q. I believe one of the employers told you that she 

5 was in charge of a branch office and just quit one day wi th-

6 out telling him and just the key in the office ..• 

7 A. That's correct. 

8 Q. And went home. 

9 A. That's correct. 

10 Q. No contact with him at all. 

11 A. No. No. 

12 Q. Did she ever explain that to you? 

13 A. No, she didn't. I •• .• let me explain that. Mrs. 

14 Rochelle came up in early January to talk to me, and I t o ld 

15 her I would be contacting a vari e ty of people c oncerning the I 
16 case. And t his information then came to light after she had I 

I 

17 returne d to Roanoke, so she was not in the area that I could 

18 s e t up another appointment with her to go over any explana-

19 tions, and I was hoping that she would make that clear to 

20 ever who would be inve stiga ting the si tua ti on down here or 

21 if she felt that nee d. 

22 Q. And I bel i e ve y ou talke d to the last, her last 

23 l andlady. 

24 A. That 's correct . 

25 Q. And the information there wa s that Mrs . Roche lle 
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simply walked out on the lease and didn't tell anybody whe re 

2 she was going, just left. 

3 A. That's correct. 

4 Q. And from your information from talking to the 

5 child's teache rs and psychologis ts, was it f e lt t h at Carl 
! 

6 because of his intellectual ability b e l o nge d in a private I 
I 

7 school? 

8 A. This is t h e psychologist's feeling. 

9 did not f e el that that strongly, so the re was 

The 

some 

tea chers J 
differe nc . 

i 

10 of opinion there. 

11 Q. Well, the teachers you talked to already have, 

12 in a private school though. 

13 A. I talke d to two sets o f t eache rs. The re wa s o ne 

14 teache r nt Ge o r g e town Day School whe re Carl wa s in attendanc 

15 a nd there we r e two p r evious t eachers t hat had the childre n 

16 at the Montessori School. 

17 Q. Both of which are p riva te. 

18 A. That's correct. 

19 Q. out o f the two parents, which one see med to s how 

20 the r:1ost ma t u rity a nd abil i t y t o cope with the problems that 

21 a r e, go h a nd i n ha nd with raising s ma ll children? 

22 A. Well, Mr. Roche lle see med to h a ve more control ove~ 

23 the e mo t iona l r esponsivene ss a nd s eeme d to ha ve s t abi l ized 

24 his life a s far a s hi s j o b a nd home r o u t i ne and pat t e r n of 

25 living. And I h a ve some c o ncer n s a b out Mrs. Rochelle 's 

I 
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ability to handle a job situation plus her own personal con-

2 cerns over the marriage and just personal concerns in gener-

3 al that even were unrelated to the marriage. 

4 Q. Did you have a chance to visit Mr . Rochelle's 

5 house? 

6 A. . Yes, I did. 

7 Q. Any problems with that? 

8 A. No. 

9 Q. Could you describe it for us phsyically'? 

10 

11 

A. It was a very attractive home in a well-to-do . 

1 neighborhood in the northern Arlington area. It was spacious. 

12 It was simply decorated , very comfortable, and just a very 

13 comfortable well kept home. 

14 Q. Enough room for Mr. Rochelle and two small chil-

15 dren'? 

16 A. Oh, definitely. 

17 Q. Enough room for a babysitter if one had to be 

18 needed'? 

19 A. That's correct. Very spacious home. 

20 Q. And I belie ve you investigated Mr. Rochelle 's 

21 financial situation'? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I talked with him about his financial situation. 

That's correct. 

Q. Is he , as far as you can tell, able to b ear the 

' 

I 
I 

cost of raising these children'? I 
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A. Yes, he is. 

2 Q. What about Mrs. Rochelle's financial situation? 

3 Did you talk to her? 

4 A. Yes, I did. She was having financial problems. I 
5 When I had talked to her, she was, had just gotten employrnen~ 
6 in the Roanoke area but that did not work out through no 

7 fault of her own. It was, as Mr. Shapiro had 'd I sai , an econo_. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

mic problem with the business. And she was then currently 

looking for other employment, so she was u nemployed soon 

after I had talked with her, and then I had no further 

follow-up with her to find out what employment she had 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
i 

12 sought aftenvards. So she was having financial problems. i 

Q. Did you talk to her about her own personal spendind 13 

14 habits? 

15 A. Yes, I did. 

16 Q. And what, from what you l earned, wha t are those 

17 spending habits? 

18 A. Well, based on what Mr. Rochelle was able to p r e-

19 s ent in way of canceled checks and statements , apparently 

20 she was spending quite a bit of money. And there was a, I 

21 think, a ten-month period where there was a debt of six 

22 thousand dollars incurred and VISA statements indicated that 

23 the r e were quite a f e w expenses at women 's apparel shops, 

24 cosme t ic shops and jewelry shops. 

25 Q. Two hundred and fifty dol lar boots and what have 
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you? 

2 A. That's correct. 

3 Q. Did you talk to her about spending two hundred and I 
4 

5 

fifty dollars on a pair of boots? 

A. Oh, she had indicated that to me herself. 

I 
I 
I 

Did Mrs. Rochelle appear to be steady and confidenJ 
l 

6 Q. 

7 in her ability to cope with everyday problems or as steady 

a and confident as Mr. Rochelle? 

9 A. Well, what concerned me is she seemed to be very 

10 emotional about things and very hyper-reactive and easily 

11 upset and angered when -situations would come up, and would 

12 call on her ability to cope and deal with them in a logical, 

13 rational manner. 

14 Q. You yourself did not have a chance to visit with 

15 the two children? 

16 A. No, I didn't. 

17 Q. All right. And you do confirm the ext ramarital 

18 relationship with Dr. Wise berg. 

19 A. Yes, I did. 

20 Q. She admitted that to you. 

21 A. That's correct. 

22 Q. What about the r elationship with Mr . Silverman? 

23 A. She, I had questioned her about that, and she had 

24 indic~ted that she wanted to marry him but they had not ... 

25 she, he had not moved in to live with her . And Mr. Silverman 

: J. 7 -
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had also indicated that he had not moved in. 

2 Q. Did either one of them indicate that they had 

3 spent the night together on a casual basis? 

4 A. Mr., both Mr. Silverman and Mrs. Rochelle said that 

5 Mr. Silverman had spent several consecutive nights there at 

6 her home. 

7 Q. Were those nights that, when the children were with 

8 her also, or were you able to determine? 

9 A. I was unable to determine that. 

10 Q. What about the parties •.• this may be leading, and 

11 Mr. Shapiro may object, but the parties .•. 

12 MR. SHAPIRO: None of them haven't been, sir . Go on. 

13 Q. The partie s .•• this was not the first s eparation. 

14 You ' re aware of that? 

15 A. That's correct . 

16 Q. All right. From talking to Mrs. Rochelle, could 

17 you d e termine during the e arlie r sep a ra t i ons who had the 

18 primary custody of the childre n? 

19 A. If I remember c o r r ectly , t h e re wa s a period of time 

20 where he move d out of the house . She stayed at t he house 

21 with the childre n, but then she was having difficulty ma nag-

22 ing, and I think it was be cause of fina ncial problems . And 

23 she then requested that Mr. Rochelle move into the h ous e a nd ; 
I 

24 take care of the childre;i. and she would move out. So h e h a d · 

25 them during the day, during the week , a nd she would c ome o ve r 
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on weekends and then, I think, if I'm correct, sometimes in 

the evenings to care for the children when he would be at 

work. So there was some divided responsibility there. 

I 
! 
I 

I 
I 

4 Q. Did she make a complaint to you one time about her I 
5 husband letting her bleed to death 

I 
or ••• I 

6 A. She had indicated that there were a lot of physica~ 
I 
I 

7 problems, and on one occasion that she .•• i 
I 

Her problems. J 
Yes. And there, on one occasion she was hemorrhag 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 ing and needed to go to the hospital, and when she had 

11 alerted him to the fact, he did not seem concerned and was 

12 not willing to drive her to the nospital because he needed t 

13 watch the children, so, therefore, she d r ove to the hospital 

14 herself bleeding to death, doubled up in pain. 

15 Q. Were you able to verify that? 

16 A. No, I wasn 't . 

17 Q. And I believe as .•• did you find that statement 

18 believable? 

19 A. I had some concerns over its validity. I think it 

20 would be awful l y difficult ..• 

21 MR . SHAPIRO: Now, Judge, I think that's ... that's 

22 really •.. 

23 Ti-IB COURT: Objection sustained . 

24 Q. And I believe that you have submitted a ten-page 

25 report showing your findings in the investigation. 

119 . 
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A. That's correct. 

Q. At this time, your Honor, I'd ask that the report I 
which it has been filed, be admitted into evidence ••• subject 

1 20 . 

4 to Mr.... ~ 

5 THE COURT: No objection .•• Mr. Shapiro, do you have a 

6 copy of the report? 

7 MR. SHAPIRO: Yes, I do. 

8 Q. Your witness, Gordon. 

9 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Mrs. Riesenman, your testimony is ·that your name 

appearing on the court order from the Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations District Court for the 17th Judicial District in 

the matter of Carl A. Rochelle the Third and John A. Rochella 

e nte r e d October 25, 1978, was simply at the behest of the j 
judge to make notes for his bene fit during that presentation . 

I 
I 

i A. That's correct. 

Q. And Jther than some off the record, out in the hal~ 
i 
I 

I type c omme nts from Mr. Rochelle, you ha d no other p ersonal 
I 

contact in that matter othe r than wha t you said. I 

A. That's correct. 
.i 

Q. I take it tha t orde r wa s e ntered afte r the c ourt ! 
I 

wa s a d v ise d t hat the children we r e no longe r in the juris- I 
I 

I 

diction of Arlington? 

A. Which order? I'm sorry. 
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Q. This order in which ex parte custody was granted 

2 to Mr. Roc~elle. 

3 A. Temporary custody was granted to Mr. Rochelle 

4 pending Mrs. Rochelle's return to Arlington so they could 

5 pursue the matter further, and since she did not return the 

6 matter was closed. 

7 Q. But she had no notice of those proceedings that 

8 you know of? 

9 A. Not that I know of. 

10 Q. Now, with, in relation to your report, it appears 

11 that Mr. and Mrs. Rochelle each lived together for a period 

12 of time while Mrs. Rochelle was married and before the two 

13 of them were thereby married. 

14 A. That's correct. 

15 Q. And they live d for a period of time with Mrs . 

16 Rochelle's pare nts after they moved back to this area from 

17 Minneapolis or wherever they were. 

18 A. That's correct. 

19 Q. And there was a seven month period of time that 

20 Mr. Rochelle was unemployed. 

21 A. I'm not sure about the exact amount of time , but 

22 there was a period which he was unemployed . 
I 

23 Q. Considerable period of time that he was unemployed. i 

24 And they the n moved to Washington, and he e stablishe d him-

25 self. 
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A. That's correct. 

i 

i 
I 

I 
I 

2 Q. Or re-established himself. Now, during the 
. I 

period 

3 of time that after the children, after the first child wa s 

4 born, would it be fair to say from your investigation or 

5 report that they had a very stormy marriage? 

6 A. I think. it was a ... from both reports, from .Mr. 

7 Rochelle and Mrs. Rochelle, the marriage had always been a 

8 stormy one. 

9 Q. The information under your category "Mother," on 

10 page two, did that information come from Mrs. Rochelle? 

11 A. Yes, it did. 

12 Q. Does that not display a rather healthy, mature 

13 attitude towards the situation? 

14 A. If it's true, yes. Sometimes you can verbalize 

15 what appears to be insights but maybe not have worked out 

16 the problems involve d with it. So it depends on , on t h e 

17 reality of the situation. 

18 Q. Assuming it to be true, it would appea r to be a 

19 rather healthy , mature attitude. 

20 A. Yes, if that were true , that definitely would be a 

21 healthy attitude. 

22 Q. Now , your information is that the parties had an 

23 initial separation back in '76. 

24 A. That's correct. 

25 Q. And at the beginning of that separation, t he 

I 

- - --·------ 178 __ J 

1 2 2. 

-; 



, .. : 
~ . . 

Carolyn Riesenman - Croaa (Shapiro) 

parties entered into an agreeme nt whereby Mrs. Rochelle 

2 would have custody of the children. 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. And Mr. Rochelle would pay five hundred dollars a 

5 month towards their support. 

6 A. That's what was reported to me . 

7 Q. Well, was there any conflict in that from either 

B side? 

9 A. Not that I can recall. 

10 Q. Okay. And that situation continued for a period 

11 of time and then the children, the children's possessions, 

12 so to speak, shifted to the father? 

13 A. That's right. 

14 Q. And the mother had visitatio n with the children. 

15 A. That's right . 

16 Q. Do you know Mr. Rochelle's educ3tional background? 

17 A. I ••• 

18 Q. Did you ascertain that information? 
I 

19 A. He had give n me that information. He has a ... woul~ 
I 

20 you like me to look into ~y file and •.. 

21 Q. Please, if you don't know. 

22 A. Find. I know he had attended classes in the area. 

23 I think it was at American Unive rsity, and I think h e h a s a 
i 

24 bachelor's d egree in the area of communications from America1 

25 Univeraity. It's a bachelor's degree in communications from ! 
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American University . 

2 Q. Did he have anything beyond that? 

3 A. Not that I'm aware of . 

4 Q. Do you know ~rs. Rochelle's educational background. 

5 A. If I recall correctly, I think she's a high school 

6 graduate. 

7 Q. During the period of time that the parties lived 

8 together exclusive of the separation periods, did Mrs. 

9 Rochelle have full-time employment? 

10 A. At one point she did . If I recall correctly, ther 

11 were periods when she was unemployed and then there were 

12 periods when she did have employment . I think the longest 

13 period of employment was with one agency called Rader Adver-

14 tising, and then there were other periods of employment that 

15 were very brief . 

16 Q. And the one you just described was a full-time job~ 
I 

A. I think it was full-time . I'm not •.• I 
I 

17 
I 

18 Q . Do you know ·what her responsibilities in 
I 

were I 
! 

19 those p e riods of employment? 

20 A. No, I don't. 

21 Q. During the period of time that she was , as you 

22 describe d it , unemploye d, would it be fair to say that she 

23 was a mother? 

24 A. Yes, she was . 

25 Q. Now, you ' ve described these p eople as having an 
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income in the neighborhood of forty thousand dollars a year 

2 during the year 1977. I refer you to page two at the bottom 

3 A. That's ... right •.. that's correct. 

4 Q. And that was the product of a joint income, joint 

5 earnings, you said. 

6 A. Joint earnings. 

7 Q. Combining. And you feel like the amount of expen-

a ditures on that income that you've, that's been substantiate 

g to you, is disproportionate to a, to a life style based on a 

10 forty thousand dollar income. 

11 A. Could you repeat that please? 

12 Q. I didn't even understand it myself. 

13 THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Shapiro . 

14 Q. You seem to indicate by your report and by your 

15 te3timony that the problem that Mr. Rochelle had with his 

16 wife's expenditures, based on the amount that was corrobo-

17 rated to you ... 

18 A. That's correct. 

19 Q. By virtue of what you saw, was disproportionate to 

20 an inco~e of forty thousand dollars a y ear. 
I 

21 

22 

fortl
1 

meet 

A. It see med that based on a forty, an income of 

thousand dollars , he appeared to be struggling hard to 

23 his financial expenditures and the bills that had bee n in-

24 curred. 

25 Q. He s eemed to be struggling? 

- 121 -- --·- ·- -- -· ·· -· ··· ·-- ·--··- ··- -----



,.------- ---------------- ·-· ·- ·--- ----- ----·- ---
Carolyn Riesenrnan - Cross (Shapiro) 

A. Yes. See, this is based on his reports to me. 

2 Okay. For example, forty thousand dollars is based on his 

3 reports to me. 

4 Q. So your, your answer is that based on what he told 

5 you , he seemed to be struggling on the basis of what t hey 

6 were spending during that p eriod of time. 

l 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 

i 
I 

7 A. In addition he had presented a stack of VISA 
I 
I 

state! 

a ments would indicate the bills that he was •• • 

9 Q. Did you ask to see any of his expenditures during 

10 that period of time? 

1, A. I, if I recall correctly, some of those were also, 

12 where they were also reflected in the VISA statements. 

13 Q. Did you see any from Rawleigh's Haberdashery in 

14 Washingto~? 

15 A. No , I did not see that that I r ecall. 

16 Q. You don't know what he spends on his suits? 

17 A. No, I don't. 

18 Q. Did you ask him about his flying l e ssons? 

19 A. He did mention those to :11e. ·I don't recall the 

20 exact amount, but he did mention he was having flyi ng 

21 l e ssons . 

22 Q. Now, there is no question that Mrs . Rochelle was 

23 having serious problems with her health during the '77, '76-

24 1 77 period of tim9. 

25 A. She reported that she was having a lot of health 
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problems. I was not able to verify it. 

2 Q. But did you try? 

' 
3 A. Part of the ••• I think , when she had discussed these 

4 with me, so~e of the contacts with doctors were down in the 

5 Roanoke area. She did not go into detail explaining who 

6 she'd gone to or what the exact problems were. She did men-

7 tion in two or three cases what some of the physical ailments 
I 

8 were. 
I 

9 Q. Did you feel that this was significant in terms of 

10 here ability to cope during the period of time that your 

11 investigation covered? 

12 A. She did not indicate that they were. She <lid 

13 indicate that there were a lot of personal problems between 

14 she and her husband, some of these c entering around her 

15 physical ailments. But she did not indicate that it inter-

16 ferred with her ability to cope with dealing with the chil-

17 dren and the household. 

18 Q. · She was doing all right with the kids. It was jus~ 

19 h e r husband she was having problems with. 

20 A. According to her statements, that's true. 

21 Q. I believe Mr. Rochelle admitted that Mrs. Rochelle 

22 did have legi ti mate heal th problems. 

23 

24 

25 

A. He, he had indicated that ... he was concerned that 
I 

they were not as valid as she was prese nting them. 

to feel that she was a hypochondriac and tended to 
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lot of symptoms that might not have had a true physiological 

2 base. 

3 Q. I refer you to page four. Second paragraph from 

4 the bottom, about the middle. "Although his wife has had 

5 some legitimate health problems, Mr. Rochelle claims that 

6 she is a hypochondriac." 

7 A. That's correct. 

8 Q. "And he was upset that his wife screams at the 

g children, uses profanity and is a poor role model." 

10 A. That's correct. 

11 Q. That is {one word) emotion. Did you ask Mrs. 

12 Rochelle to comment on the landlord's or landlady's state-

13 ments to you? 

14 A. Yes, I did. 

15 Q. And what was her ••• when did you ask her to comment? 

16 A. That was in January when she came up to my office. 

17 Q. You already knew about that? 

18 A. Yes, I did. 

19 Q. How did you know about it? 

20 A. Mr. Rochelle had indicated that to me . 

21 Q. I see. What was her reason for leaving? 

22 A. Well, she, she'd ..• if I recall correctly, she 

23 didn't give me a concrete reason as to why she was l e aving. 

24 She did say that she did not want anyo ne to know s he was 

25 leaving, and that she had paid a three hundred dollar securi 
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I 

ty deposit which should_ suffice for any expenditures that thed 

2 landlady would have incurred. 

3 Q. Now, the ••• did you ever ask Mr. Rochelle if he had 

4 any women friends? 

5 A. Yes, I did. 

6 Q. And what was his response? 

7 A. He said that he had dated occasionally during the 

a separation. 

9 Q. Were you given the name of a Nancy Gleason? 

10 A. Yes, I was. 

11 Q. Did you interview her? 

12 A. No, I didn't. I had attempted to call her but did 

13 not get through to her. 

14 Q. So you didn't try back? 

15 A. No, I didn't. 

16 Q. Now, this situation with Dr. Wiseberg that you've 

17 mentioned, your information that that occurred during the 

18 absolute pits in the relationship between these two people. 

19 · A. Apparently that's so. 

20 THE COURT: Let me interrupt. you right there, Mr. 

21 Shapiro. Maybe you can answer my question. Is the suit 

22 still p e nding? 

23 

24 

Q. 

pending. 

Your Honor, my understanding, the suit is still j 
I 

It was jointly fil e d initially, and the two parties 
I 

25 have now separated their claims. That's my understanding. 
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I may be incorrect. 

2 MR. ROCHELLE: I have not been contacted by the attor-

3 ney that took the case. He has not advised me that it has 

4 been settled or separated or anything. 

5 MRS. CARLBERG: We have attempted to reach him on 

6 several occasions, and he has not responded, and because of 

7 this suit h e re, we ••• 

8 ' THE COURT: Mr. Shapiro, is your client inclined to, or 

9 do you know--I'm just asking for information--inclined to 

10 prosecute that litigation? 

11 MR. SHAPIRO: I'm sorry. To continue with it? 

12 THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

13 MR . SHAPIRO : As I understand it, she has retained 

14 other counsel , Judge. 

15 MR. MELESCO: To go forward? 

16 MR. SR~PIRO: To go forward. I, I'm •.• 

17 THE COURT: I was just curious. 

18 MR . SHlU'IRO: Yes , sir. 

19 THE COURT : Go ahead. Excuse me ... interrupt you. 

20 Q. Ye s, sir, that's ... did you attempt to corroborate 

21 the incident that Mrs. Rochelle advised you of, of finding 

22 a woman in his apartment in a state of undressed, with the 

23 children pre sent? 

24 A. I have, I have asked Mr . Rochelle about that, and 

25 he denied that that had occurred. 
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Q. Di d you ask the woman? 

2 A. I did not know who the woman was. That name was 

3 not given to me. 

4 Q. You were not given a name. Mr. Rochelle indicated 

5 that he was financially strapped by vi rtue o f his wife's 

6 extravagant expenditures? 

7 A. That's correct . 

8 Q. And ye t he was willing and able to put his, both 

9 of his children in private schools in northern Virginia and 

10 D. C. area? 

11 A. That's correct. 

12 Q. Did h e indicate where this money was coming from? 

13 A. He did not say definitely where the money came 

14 from. 

15 Q. During the , the r efer e nces that you have attached 

16 to your ~eport i I can't find one thing in there that indi-

17 cates that e i ther one of these people are in any way unquali~ 
I 

18 fied to have custody of their children . Have you ... have I l 
I 

' 
19 missed somethi ng? 

20 A. No. That was their opinions when I had ta l k e d to 

21 them . 

22 Q. The opini ons of the p e ople that ... 

23 A. The people that are listed h ere . 

24 Q. And you indicate in your report of the chil dren , 

25 b eginning on page seven and over o n page eight, that in 
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spite of the dishannony and disruptiQn involved with these 

2 two grown-ups, these two adults, the children seem to be 

3 fine. 

4 A. I don't know. I had not had an opportunity to 

5 talk with the children nor to observe their behavior. I have' 

6 some concerns based on what the teachers were saying. One 

7 teache r in particular ..• 

8 Q. Well, l e t me get to, let me get to that in a 

9 minute. I've got that set out special here. 

10 MR. MELESCO: I'd like her to go ahead and answer t he 

11 question while she's • . . 

12 

13 

THE COURT: It's his witness, Mr. Melesco. 

Q. I'll get to it right now. You're referring to • •• 

14 which teacher are you referring to? 

15 A. Pat O'Donnell in particular. Judy Balkezar, t he 

16 other teacher, I may have made some comments also concerning 

17 Carl. She also talked concerning John. It's a ... both 

18 t e achers had comments to offer about the child ren. 

19 

20 

Q. Which one was at Ch e sterbr ook Monte ssori?· 

A. Both Pat O'Donnell and Judy Balke zar were t eache rs 

21 at Chesterbrook Mont essori. 

22 Q. Now, t hat's, that's where we ... on page seven h e re , 

23 the most d isturbing part of this whole r epor t is contained 

24 right there. Carl was described ... which one is giving th.:i.s 

25 inforrna ti on'? 
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A. Which paragraph are ••• 

2 Q. The first paragraph, "Therefore, his teacher at 

3 Chesterbrook Montessori was contacted regarding his school 

4 performance." 

5 A. That would be Patricia O'Donnell. 

6 Q. Patricia O'Donnell. Okay. Now, do you know 

7 Patricia O'Donnell's background? 

8 A. No, I don't. 

9 Q. Do you know what her qualifications are? 

10 A. I know she's a teacher at Chesterbrook Montessori. 

11 I didn't investigate her, her background. 

12 Q. You don't know whether she has any experience in 

13 psychiatry, psychology, any degrees, any particular exper-

14 tise? 

15 A. I don't know. 

16 Q. Carl ••• this is her now. "Carl was described as a I 
I 

17 very bright, helpful and sweet child who seemed very protec~ ! 
18 ti ve of his younger brother." Moving dO\vn . 11 She reported 

19 that both parents s eeme d a b it unrealistic." And this is, 

20 Mr. Rochelle you me ntione d before, maybe setting too high 

21 goals. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Mm huh. (Affirma tive.) 

Q. 
. i 

Mrs. Roche lle also had unre alistic ex- •.. I'm moving 

down a little bit. "Mrs • . Rochelle also had unrealistic 
! 

expectations for Carl in that she seemed to =el y on him for 
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emotional support. She was too open in discussing adult 

2 problems with the children, not recognizing that they were 

3 too immature to realistically deal with the information . 
I 

4 Mrs. Rochelle appeared to be immature and tended to flounder,: 
I 

5 being unable to make a judgme nt and stick by it." Now, is 

6 that again this Patricia O'Donnell? 

7 A. Yes, it is. 

8 Q. On what basis did you ascertain she made, formed 

9 this opinion? 

10 A. Based on her contacts with Mr. Rochelle and Mrs. 

11 Rochelle. 

12 Q. Do you know how many times she had contact with 

13 Mrs. Rochelle •.• 

14 MR. MELESCO: If it please the Court, I'd like to stat~ 
I 

15 something right now. At the last ... 

16 THE COURT: ... get the rest of it. 

17 MR. MELESCO: At the last hearing on this :natter, Mr. 

18 Shapiro was made aware of this, if there was anything in the 

19 report which would be submitted bf Mrs. Riesenman' s unit 

20 that the y were not happy with, they were fre e to subpoena 

21 any witness down to cross-exa mine them. They saw fit not to. ; 
I 

22 THE COURT: Well, he's just asking this lady if s he 

23 knows on what basis this wo:nan made the statement. Sh e 

24 probably does not, so I mean ••• 

25 MR. MELESCO: All right, sir. But I would like in the 
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record that he had an opportunity to subpoena her and chose 

2 not to .•• 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: Judge, I stipulate, I had the right to 

4 subpoena any and all of these people, had ample time to do 

5 so. 

6 THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Shapiro. Mrs. Riesenman, 

7 do you know on what basis ... 

8 A. I know she had repeated contacts with both parents 

g because they would come back and forth picking up and drop-

10 ping the children off at school, but she did not indicate 

11 the number of times. 

12 Q. Now, how about John's teacher here? 

13 A. That was ••• 

14 Q. "Both parents interested in John's progress. Good 

15 adjustment, quiet, sensitive. Psychologist feels like the 

16 children should have contact with both parents. 11 Is that 

17 right? 

18 A. That · ·s what was indicated in his report. 

19 Q. Let me ask you this: Your cre dentials are quite 

20 i mpressive. Is emotional better than rational? 

21 A. Not necessarily. It depends ... I think it's a 

22 matter of degree. 

23 Q. Then I take it, your answer to the opposite would 

24 be the same. 

25 A. There is ... one does not exclude the other. I 

i.;. s . 

I 
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think a healthy, balancGd personality needs 

2 both, and it's just a matter of degree. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q. So if either of that, rationality or emotionalism 

to the extreme is not good. 

A. Definitely. Well, let me qualify that. 

on then how they manifest their behavior. Okay. 

It depends! 

And if a 

7 person, the individual would seek to adapt their behavior to 

B acconunodate, let's say, a very, very emotional person ..• if 

9 they could adapt their behavior, recognize that and then try 

10 to develop some more rational ways of reacting and vice 

11 versa, that that's a healthy approach to it. But if the 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

person is going to be totally emotional or totally irratio-

nal, sure it has implications for some problem areas. 

Q. Isn't the trend today more openness with children?J 

A. It depends. I think there tends to be a more open I 

ness with children today and fro:n loose ning up of some, dis- 1 

cipline. 

THE COURT: I think that's initiated by the children, 

19 not by the par en ts. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. I believe so, Judge. 

A. True. 
I 

Q. Mrs. Riesenman, did you bring with you a voucher 
j 

or anyth.Lng for your expenses today that we could file since I 
I 
I I'm going to get tagged with it? 

I 
A. The court said that they would send something afteri 
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I' ve returned. 

2 Q. Thank you very much. 

3 THE COURT: Further questions of this lady? 

4 MR. MELESCO: One second. 

5 THE COURT: Let me ask you a question. 

6 A. Yes, sir. , 
7 THE COURT: About the children . Special children, you 

s know, are at both ends of the line. Are these children 

9 special in any way? 

10 A. Your Honor, both children are very intelligent. 

11 The psychologica~ that was .•• 

12 THE COURT: I mean, you know, we' ve gotten kind of an 

13 intimation that public schools are bad, you know . 

14 A. Okay. 

15 THE COURT: That nobody goes to public schools with 

16 any sense, which I don't like, you know. 

17 A. The children are very intellige nt. 'They have a 

18 lot of resources to work with, a lot o f inte llectual re-

19 sources. 

20 THE COURT: But are they 5pecial ? Now, the re are 

21 special children, and I just wondered are the se, e ither one 

22 of these special children? 

23 A. Both children. If you're talking about special 

24 meaning very intelligent, yes, they are in that way . Very 

25 intelligent children . 
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BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

Q. Do you have their te3t r esults? 

A. On Carl, I do, because he was referred for testing . 

4 Not ••• 

5 Q. What did he test at? Is he in the genius category 

6 or the •• • 

7 A. It ••• okay. It, it depends on, on what the lay 

8 public considers genius and what your psychologists consider 

9 genius. When we 1 re talking about a genius level, you're 

10 talking about an IQ at a hundred and forty and above, which 

11 a very, very small part of the population has. Carl tested 

12 a full-scale IQ of approximately a hundred and twenty-seven 

13 which is in the very superior range. That would place him 

14 at the ninety-seven percentile which would indicate that 

15 approximately three percent of the population is above him 

16 in intelligence. To interpret an IQ score though as a score 

17 is very misleading because you have to be aware of the 

18 abilities that feed into that score and also take account of 

19 the child's emotional, social development ... not just the 

20 (one word) ... 

21 Q. Now, how about , how about the other child? 

22 A. I don 1 t have any reports on John . 

23 Q. How can you answer the Judge 1 s questions with 

~ regard to ... 

25 A. Pardon me? 
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. Q. How can you answer the Court's question regarding 

2 John? 

3 A. This is based on the reports from the t eachers and 

4 the parents. 

5 THE COURT: Any further questions of this witness? 

6 Mr. Melesco? 

7 MR. MELESCO: No, sir. I'd ask her to stay. I don't 

8 know if we ..• 

9 THE COURT: You may be excused, Mrs. Riesenman. 

10 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

11 RICHARD R. SANDERS 

12 second witness for the Complainant, after having 

13 first been duly sworn, testifie d as foll ows: 

14 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

15 BY MR. MELESCO: 

16 Q. Tell the Court your name . 

17 A. Richard R. Sande rs . 

18 Q. And where do you live, Mr. Sanders? 

19 A. I live in Be the sda, Maryland. 

20 Q. And I believe you ' re also empl oye d with ABC . 

21 A. That's right. 

22 Q. Is it ABC News or ABC or ... 

23 A. ABC News. 

24 Q. All right. And are you--for lack of a b e tter 

25 word--supervisor of Mr. Rochelle? 
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A. Yes. 

2 Q. And how long has he worke d with you? 

3 A. Since the fall of 1973. 

4 Q. And what are his duties with ABC News? 

5 A. He is a produc~r. writer and at times a, the 

6 narrator for spots, news spots. 

7 Q. Both radio and tel evision? 

8 A. Yes. Primarily television . 
' 

9 Q. And he's, is he a broadcaster or just the nar rator I 
10 on the tape you hear ... as opposed to being on camera? 

11 A. No, not .. • 

12 Q. Like Harry Reasoner? 

13 A. No . But he has the authority to go on camera, but 

14 the occasion hasn't arisen yet. 

15 Q. And what hours does he work for you all? 

16 A. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, his schedule is 

17 2:00 to 10 :00. Weekend varies depending on when our f eeds 

18 are, but the .. . 

19 Q. All right . Is his· weekend s chedule a direct rela -

20 tionship to his r e sponsibililics beca use of the ne ws o n t he 

21 weekend? 

22 A. Ye s. 

23 Q. And what primary area does he cove r? The White 

24 House, sports or ... 

25 A. Well, no. We, we are the producers f o r our 
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syndication service, and we prepare a variety of spots on 

2 all subjects that are fed in a half hour separate, individua 

3 stories that the stations record and then can use in their 

4 local newscasts. Our work i s primarily in the studios but 

5 wi th a ll of the material that is brought in . 

6 Q. And is his work in, weekend work necessitated by 

7 the nature of his job? Doe s he have to be there on the 

B weekend? 

9 A. Oh, yes, because we feed o n weekends, and his 

10 schedule is Wednesday through Sunday, and I, I work Monday 

11 through Friday . 

12 Q. Okay. And he's been there five years with you? 

13 Six years with you? 

14 A. Yes , mm huh. 

15 Q. Have you had occasion to observe his temperament 

16 and his ability to interact with other p e opl e? 

17 A. Yes, I sure have . 

18 Q. How is that? 

19 A. Well, I . .. he has ability to get more work out of 

20 people and get along probabl y as , as good as anybody that 

21 

22 

works in our bure au in Washington . He has ve ry e ve n t e mpe ra l 

me nt and, well, he just has a knack o f b e ing a ble to g e t I 
23 

24 

25 

p eople to do things for him and do the m properly . And if 

do. 

' 
I 

I 

I 

they have problems , he doe s not g e t as upset as some of us 

I 
I 
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Q. Is it an easy job? Or are the re pressures? 

2 A. There ' re pressures because of la te-breaking 

3 stories, and you have, you're hitting a deadline. 

4 Q. Your pressure is mostly time-wise then. 

5 A. Well, it's time oriented , but it's time because 

6 you have to get the feeder info rmation, the spot together 

7 with both the visual and the (distortion of sound ) ... 

a work ... the time .. . of course .. . yourself as well as . .. to the 

9 story. 

10 Q. (Unintelligible.) 

11 A. Is it . . . either you don't have a course ... in tele-

12 vision . .• yes . . . producer . .. writer, writes . .. own material. 

13 Sometimes he writes it for . .. camera crews go out . .. they come 

14 back •.. video .. . that material, whose job . .. material , corre-

15 spondent .. . the shop .. . the news . .. and use ... there ' s ... that 

16 you can .. . the news. 

17 Q. You said that you ' re scheduled Monday through 

18 Friday and he takes the week e nd. 

19 A. Yes . 

20 Q. And you are his boss . 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. And as long as you're his boss, he'll b e working 

23 the weekends and you'll be working during the week . 

24 A. Well, not necessarily. I mean, we can, we could 

25 expand which is always a possibility. 

I 
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Q. But right now ••. 

2 A. But right now, no. That's true. 

3 Q. All right. Has he had his children in to visit? 

4 A. I've seen them on occasion, yes. 

5 Q. Were they well behaved, wild or what? 

6 A. No, they were, they were interested in what was 

7 going on. I don't remember the , the younge r one as wel l as 

8 I do Carl. i 

9 Q. And has Mr. Rochelle ever talked to you about time j 

10 off to do things with his children--such as, go to parent-

11 t eachers things or anything like that? 

12 A. Yes. There's b een occasion when he would call and 

13 say, 11 I'd like to be a little bit late coming in because we 

14 have to do something at school. 11 

15 Q. Is that, is his schedule flexible enough that you 

16 can allow that? 

A. Most of the time; y es , yeah. We can ... well, I 

18 mean today is a good example b e cause we ' ve got people to 

19 cover for both of us today. 

20 Q. All right. And o n his schedul e does he know well 

21 in advance what h ours he'll b e working ? 

22 A. Yes, bec ause ... 

23 Q. So he could ... 

24 

25 

A. The, the daily Wednesday through Friday is s e t 

solid, and the weekend sche dule s come out a month in advance .! 

I 
I 
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Q. So he can plan himself off a month easily . 

2 A. Oh, yes. 

3 Q. Al l r i ght. And your schedule is 2:00 to 10 : 00. 

4 Correct? 

5 A. His s chedule. 

6 Q . His schedule? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Does that mean he's there from 2 : 00 to 10 : 00 or 

9 is it • .• 

10 A. Onl y, the only time that he stays there that is 

11 if there is something that happens after the six o ' clock 

12 period where we would have a weak or late feed, where we 

13 would have to ... for . .. we have a time period from 11 : 00 to 

14 11:30 to feed the affiliates for late- breaking stories. 

15 Q. So the Wednesday through Friday part, he can get 

16 home around 6:00 or 6 : 30 usually . 

17 A. Yes, most , most of the time. It's an irregular 

18 thing obviously because you •. . 

19 Q. With all the proble ms surround i ng the children and 

m what have you, how ' s he been doing on his job f or the last 

21 year? 

22 A. Well, he's always done a r emarkable job, a nd, 

23 because he can write and he can produce, a nd he is an on-the-

24 air person. There's b een no indication tha t the kind of 

25 things that I've heard today were going on, b ecause I'm 
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hearing this for the first time, th~ , any of the details ... 

2 Q. You mean the, of t h e whole picture? 

3 A. The pro- . .. yes . I mean, obviously I knew that 

4 at the times when they were separate d , but it was just that 

5 "we are ." There was no indication in his work of the kind I 
I 

woul d I 
6 of problems that have bee n described today . 

7 Q. Do you know anything n e gative about h im that 

8 not make him a fit father as far as you ' re aware? 

I 
9 A. No , nothi ng. 

10 Q. Al l right . What h appens b e tween the news breaks 

11 whi l e he ' s there? What are h is job duties? 

12 A. Wel l , during . . • i t takes all afternoon . .. 

13 Q. Just to get . .. 

14 A. Yes . Because we ... on a give n afternoon we may 

15 have five or six spots which take . . . it ' s, it ' s a ful l -time 

16 job . 

17 Q. And has he t a lked to you about his having t he 

18 children on a p ermane nt bas is? 

19 A . I knew that obviously tha t he had asked for them, 

20 for custody o n, on perma nen t basis , but i n no , no grea t 

21 di s cussions. 

22 Q . Do you f eel that the custod y would interfere with 

23 his work , or the work with hi s custody? 

24 A. It did not b e fo re when, whe n h e had, when h e had 

25 the children living with him . The f ew .. . h e wa s , always 
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I 

I 
seemed like he had them well take n care of t he few times that1 

2 there was a problem with the babys i tter l a t e r or s omething. 

3 We were able to c over, a nd so that was , it was never a 

4 probl em. 

5 Q. When they were separated before and the c h ildren 

6 were with him, what was his primary concern? His j ob or his 

7 children? 

8 THE COURT: That's an awful question, Mr . Melesco . 

9 Q . All right. I'll strike it, Judge. 

10 THE COURT: It depends on when he was at home and when 

11 he was working. 

12 Q. What about Carl's pers ona l habits toward s his j o b --! 

13 that is, 

14 A. 

promptness and what have you? 

Oh, he's comple t e ly r e liable . Been, he 's alway s 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

15 o n time and very little abs e nce f o r sickne ss . The only time . 

16 he's been out is when he's had an operatio n . So , I me an, 

17 he's s omebody that you, y e ah, you can count o n a nd you k now 

18 you're gonna get the job done , a nd he's, t h a t's wh y he ' s 

19 doing work for "Goo d Mor ning, Ame rica, " · a nd s ome o f the oth e r 

20 uni ts as well . 

21 Q. Okay. And how sta b l e is his job, l ong-term? 

22 A. We ll, it's v e ry stable be c a us e we ' re both g o ve rned 

23 by a Writer 's Gui l d contract, a nd on the s e nio rity t ha t he 

24 has the re woul d mean that the y would have t o f ire maybe f if-

25 t e en p e ople before the y would c ome up t o , c ome up t o h i m. 
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Q. You start at the bottom and work up? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And the Guild is sort of like a union, I take it? 

4 A. It is a union, and we're governed by a union con-

5 tract and we are grandfathered by name in the Washington 

6 bureau under our last contract. 

7 
I 

Q. All right. Besides his expertise in the broadcast~ 
I 

8 ing area, does he have any other expertise that you' re aware i 

9 of? 

10 A. I know that he is a pilot of some advanced degree, 

11 and I know that he knows the electronic workings of tele-

12 vision as well as many of the engineers that we have there. 

13 Q. You mean the mechanics? 

14 A. The mechanics, yes . 

15 Q. Have you had an occasion to visit in his home in 

16 Arlington, the one he 's presently l iving in? 

17 A. I ·was there once. 

18 Q. Can you describe it to the Court? 

19 A. Yeah. It's a split-le vel home with a large living 

20 room--dining room a r ea , three b edrooms upstairs, a den down-

21 stairs , and a beautiful back y ard because it s l opes off with 

22 a lot of trees . And there's a swing set , and the , we l l , the 

23 childre n's toys were in the rooms that he showed me . 

24 Q. And the rest of the neighborhood? 

25 A. Yes, well, it's a beauti f ul, part o f it is a very, 
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well, it looks like a very exclusive neighborhood leading 

2 into it, and then these are, look very fine. 

3 Q. What was Carl's attitude about his children as he 

4 expressed it to you? 

5 A. Wel l , I would say he was a normal father, that on 

6 occasion would come in and talk to us about what they had 

7 done or what latest things that they were accomplishing. 

a Proud, happy with them, just as a , as a normal father would 

9 be. 

10 Q. Do you have much of a knowledge concerning Mrs. 

11 Rochelle? 

12 A. No . I, I have no social knowledge of, of either. 

13 Q. Answer any questions Mr . Shapiro may have. 

14 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

15 BY MR. SHAPIRO.; 

16 Q. Mr. Sanders, you've worked with Mr . Rochelle for 

17 seven years, did you say? 

18 A. Well, since 1973. 

19 Q. Six years . 

20 A. Yeah . 

21 Q. Would you describe .. . would it be fair to say that 

22 you're, you're a fri e nd as well as a supervis o r a nd fell ow 

23 employee? 

24 A. I' m a friend at, at work, yes, but I 've neve r had 

25 any social contact or never gone out for a . b eer or anything 

1~8 . . 

- --------·---------' 
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Richard R . Sanders - Cross (Shapiro) 
. - · ··-· -- ···--- - --- - - - -----, 

like that. 

2 Q. Why? 

3 A. Well , one thing i s he lives in Virginia, I live in 

4 Maryl and . "! 

5 Q. That's a good reason . 

6 A. I have my own family and life and .. . 

7 Q. Go different ways on the Interstate Belt Way. 

a A. Oh, yeah, compl etely. 

g Q. You ' ve descri bed Mr. Rochelle's schedule a s being 

10 flexible. I s that correct? 

11 A. We can cover for , for problems, yes. 

12 Q. Has Mr . Rochel l e asked you for , to shuffle his 

13 schedule to all ow him to visit with his children in Virginia? 

14 A. Now, you mean, in this . . . 

15 Q. Since October of l ast year . 

16 A. He hasn't had to make any special reque sts . I 

17 mean, we have .. . 

18 Q. Has he made any requests? 

19 A. Well, we have five week s off. Now, wha t he does 

20 i n his five weeks, I don ' t know. 

21 Q. Has he made any r e que sts of you t o shuffle his 

22 schedule to allow him to visit with his c h ildren in Virginia? 

23 A. No, but let me ... ! , if . .. his vacation schedule is 

24 not . . . I do not have anything to say about , about that. 

25 Q . I understand that . He gets a month o ff . Right? 
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A. Five weeks . 

2 Q. Five weeks off. 

3 A. Yeah. Well, I guess it's five weeks . 

4 Q . Now, my question is: Has h e made any r e quests of 

5 you since October 1978 to shuffle his schedule to allow him , 
6 to visit with his children in Virginia? 

7 A. Well, not, no special requests . 

8 Q. Thank you. Now, you say that he works Wednesday, 

9 Thursday and Friday from 2:00 to 10:00. 

10 A. Mm huh. That's the scheduled hours, yeah . 

11 Q. That's his scheduled hours. And, I take it, that 

12 from time to time he won't be there till 10:00, but he never 

13 knows, so he has to plan on it. 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q • That 1 d be ... 

16 A. Generally, generally you know though in advance. 

17 Q. Generally you ... 

A. The, the speech that was canceled y e sterday is a 

19 good example, when we knew two days, and networks always 

20 know in advance. So there are times when he doe s not when 

21 something comes up that he did not, we did not know what's 

22 going to happen. But I would think maybe t wo , probably two-

23 thirds of the time t he e vents that he covers at night are 

24 pre-scheduled . 

25 Q. And on the we ekends he's, he's co:nmitted by virtue 

- .. ·- -- - · -·~ - - -- _ __ I 
206 



.:.. -' .1 . • . 

Richard R. Sanders - Cross (Shap iro) 

of the feeds that you don't know when they're coming in. 

2 A. Well, the Saturday feed, they, they vary on the 

3 weekends because of the sport schedule, and so that the ... 

4 Q. Mr. Rochelle is a right dedicated worker, 
I 

isn't he?. 
I 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. I mean ..• 

7 A. But no more so than some - of the rest of ... 

8 Q. No more so. You portrayed him before as the guy 

9 that ean do, get more work out of his people, he's good as 

10 anyone. 

11 A. Yeah . 

12 Q. But he's no better than anyone. Is that what 

13 you' re saying? 

14 A. Now, I, I didn't say that· now. You, you were 

15 talking about dedication. 

16 Q. Dedication. 

17 A. There're some of us tha t try to work the, our 

18 hours, yeah. 

19 Q. And he works, he works his hours. 

20 A. He works . his hours. Ile works what's r e quired. 

21 It's, it's not volunteering in doing extra work . It's what 

22 the sche dule calls for. 

23 Q. Now, I take it ... I take it that Monday and Tuesday 

24 he's off entirely. 

25 A. Yes. 
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Richard R. Sanders - Cross (Shapiro) 

Q. And that's free time. He 's not on any call. He ' s 

2 not unde r any ... 

3 A. That's right . 

4 Q. Now, you mentioned that in response to direct 

5 question about his t emperament, and I just said that b e f ore , 

6 that "he g e ts more work out of his people than anyone." 

7 He's a right tough taskmaster, isn't he? 

8 A. No . 

9 Q. You didn't? 

10 A. They don't ... I, I didn ' t, did not say it in that 

11 way. 

12 Q. Does he hold a real high standard for the people 

13 that are under him? 

14 A. Well, yes . He wants a good spot. But what I was , 

15 what I was saying was that he has the ability to make people 

16 work for him without using authoritarian ways or he's no t a 

17 screamer, and some producers are . 

18 Q. He ingratiate s ... h e ingrat i ates himself to them . 

19 Is that what you' re saying? 

20 A. We ll, I, I don't know whe ther I l i k e the c o nno t a-

2 1 tion of that , but i t's, it would be ... 

22 Q. Well , what kind of connotation do you ... 

23 A. Well, I, I ... he is a person tha t people l ike a nd 

24 like to work with, therefore, they make sure they, that the y 

25 perform. 
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Richard R. Sanders - Cross (Shapiro) 
- Redirect (Melesco) 

Q. That they live up to his ... 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. ... high expectations of them . That's right, isn't 

4 it, Mr. Sanders? 

5 A. I'm not ..• I'm, no, that ... ! wouldn't say that ..• 

6 Q. No? 

7 A • ••• we work at where we have high expectations of 

a people. We know what we have to do with a spot, and we 

9 expect to get it. 

10 Q. Mr . Sanders, you mentioned that Mr. Rochelle has 

11 had some operations. How often has he been off for surgery? 

12 I didn't know about that. 

13 A. I know of two. There may have been three . I'm 

14 not ... 

15 Q. Two or three surgeries that he's had as well? 

16 A. Yeah, mm huh . 

17 Q. Requiring visits to the doctors, I take it? 

18 Hospitals. 

19 A. Well, they, they were hernia ope rations . 

20 Q. He rnia. Thank yo u, sir. 

21 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

22 BY MR. MELESCO: 

23 Q. Let me get one thing straight . If he wante d a 

24 weekend off for a special reason, could you work it out? 

25 A. Yes. 
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Richard R. Sanders - Redirect (Me l csco ) 
Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlbe rg) 

Q. All right. If he wanted permanently to have his 

2 weekends off, could that be work ed out? 

3 A. I don't know. Not, not under, not under the ..• not 

4 in our, in our unit, but there's always the possibility of 

5 moving to other uni ts where he could. 

6 Q. But right now that he's, weekends are his? 

7 A . Yes. 

8 Q. That's all. 

9 THE COURT: Anybody .h ave any further questions of Mr. 

10 Sanders? 

11 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

12 MRS. ONITA J. ROCHELLE 

13 third witness f or the Complainant, after having 

14 first been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

15 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

16 BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

17 Q. Please state your name . 

18 A. Onita J. Rochel l e . 

19 Q. All right. Mrs. Roche lle, what is your prese nt 

20 employment? 

21 A. I'm retired. 

22 Q . And what did you retire fr om? 

23 A. Nursing. 

24 Q. Speak as l oudl y as you can ... 

25 THE COURT: That's all right . I can hear her. 

1 51. 

- ----- . ·- ·-·-·- ·---- ---- ··-- -' 
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2 

3 

4 

Onita Roche lle - Direct (Carlberg ) 

(Distortion of Sound of Portions of Testimony :) 
A •..• nurse. 

Q •••• retire in? 

A •.. . since 1 7 .. . 

Q. Since that time .•. (approximately t wo or three 

5 lines completely unintelligible) ... on occasions to look 

6 after J ohn and Ca rl? 

7 A. On occasions .. . 

8 Q .... Mr . and Mrs. Rochelle were separated •.. times? 

9 A. They .•• been separated a little before Carl ... 

10 because he didn 1 t • .• I 1 m sure of that. He thought maybe 

11 they 'd get back together again, but they were s ·eparated in 

12 January of 1 77. I come up here in January and looked after 

13 them ... five weeks . 

14 Q. Now , you say you came up and looked after them for 

15 five weeks? 

16 A. Yes . 

17 Q. Who, who did you look after? The two c hi l dren? 

18 A. The two children . 

19 Q. All right . 

20 A. Carl ... Connie was not living in the home at the 

21 time. 

22 Q. And after that, what arrangements did ... 

23 A. ( Unintelligible .) 

24 Q . Okay. How long ... the chi ldren ... in hi s home . .. 

25 A. You mean my s on? 
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Onita Rochelle Direct (Carlberg ) 

Q. I'm sorry. Yes ... your son . .. 

2 A. (Unintelligible.) 

3 Q ...• there times ..• '77 did ... father have ... in his 

4 house •.• mother living ••• 

5 A. About Christmas time. The next ... 

6 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I would object ... have to be 

7 hearsay. 

8 Ruling of the Court was unintelligible. 

9 A. Carl had an operation at ... time, and he brought 

10 them both to my house, and they lived with me ... Carl did for 

11 two weeks. And he flew down and picked him up and brought 

12 him back, and I kept ... two more weeks because he wasn't sup-

13 posed to lift ... because he was heavy, was too heavy to lift. 

14 Q. Now, that's Easter of 1977? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And then when did you next see them? Did you s ee 

17 them the summer of ' 77? 

18 Yes , 1 saw them in the summer . A. I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
19 Q. And where did you see them, at your home or at ... 

he was... I 
one time .. . 

1 

20 A. (Unintelligible) ... and when they ... when 

21 he had them ... but then after . . . I had them . .. weeks 

22 weeks later on . .. 

23 Q. During the ... period that you had ... children that 

24 summer, was Mr. Rochelle there during part of that time? 

25 A. Yes . He had his vacation and come to stay with me 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

some when he brought •.. 

2 Q. So the children weren't there alone with you, but 

3 they .• • 

4 A. No . 

5 Q. .. . were there as a family? , 
6 A. Yes. He always stays part of it with me when he 

7 has a vacation . 

8 Q. Do you remember the name of the babysitter? 

9 A. Frances ... (distortion} 

10 Q. Now, what . . . arrived ... summer of . • • '78, did you 

11 have occasion to talk with Mrs. Rochelle about . .. and separa-

12 ti on ..• 

13 A. She told me she had moved out and was living in 

14 Washington, D. C. She did . •• the first night .. . and .. . the 

15 children . .. on the floor ... 

16 Q. Now, did you have a chance to discuss with her 

11 taking care, her taking care of the children? 

18 A. But she just ... 

19 Q. All right . . . by that . .. 

20 A • .. . he fed them, he changed their pants, the first 

21 go- round . 

22 Q. All right. The first separation . Go ahead. 

23 A. The first separation. Little Johnny was so small 

24 until he had to be watched to keep him from coming down the 

25 steps on his head. He would climb up them, but he couldn ' t 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg ) 

come back down b y hisself . And she just didn't do it. 

2 Q. Now, what didn't she do, Mrs. Rochelle? 

3 A. She didn't change his pants, she didn't feed him 

4 ..• do all the things that a, you would ordinarily think a 

5 mother would do. 

6 Q. During the five weeks that you were there •.• 

7 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Hono r, I'm a little confused. I I 
I 

8 thought we were t alking about during the period of time they I 
9 were s eparated. That was the question. 

10 Q. All right. Le t's go back. 

1, A. They were separated. 

12 MR. SHAPIRO: I don't understand. 

13 Q. All right. We re you talking ab.out January of 1977 

14 when you c a me up? 

15 A. Both times. 

16 Q. Both times . All right . When you were there for 

17 five weeks in January of 1977, how often did ·she come to s ee 

18 the children during that five -week period? 

19 A-. There was a week that she didn't c a ll up and even 

20 ask about them , and I . . . 

21 Q. How old .. . 
I 

22 A. And I said , "Connie , you're missing so much not j 

i 
23 watching these childre n grow up and b e ing with them and doing' 

I 
24 for them. " And she said, "What? Wiping their snotty noses 

25 and their bottoms?" But it won 't exactly in that tone. ! 
I 
I 
I ._____________ --~- __ ___ _J 
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MR. SHAPIRO: I didn't h ear any of it. 

2 A. Okay. One time during the five weeks ·I was there 

3 ... I'm sorry. I get upset about it. 

4 MR. SHAPIRO: Yes, ma'am. I understand. 

5 A. · She come over to visit them, and I said, "Connie, 

6 you're missing so much not being with the children, not 

7 watching them grow up and see the things they do." And she 

a said, "What? Wiping their snotty noses and their ••• " and 

9 the other she didn 1 t • .• 

10 Q. When she referred to their bottoms, did she use 

11 dirty words? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 Q. What'd she say, Mrs. Rochelle? I know it's diffi -

14 cult, but how did she refer to the children? 

15 A. Their shitty tails, if you want me to put it the 

16 right way. And I said, "We ll, that's not all there is in 

17 raising childre n." I said, "You're missing so much." 

18 Q. Now , how old were the children at this time? 

19 A. Johnny would have been two the 23rd of Dece mber , 

W so he was just a little over two. 

21 Q. All. right. And how old was Carl? 

J. S9 . · 

I 
I 
I 
I 

. ! 

22 A. I, about three a nd a half. The r e 's a bout two ye ars 1 

23 

24 

25 

between the two. 

Q. Who potty trained John? 

A. I did. 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Car l berg) 

Q. Was there ever any time , Mrs. Rochelle , when the 

2 children were with you when , whe n the mother called them in 

3 North Carolina? 

4 A . One time, she called. 

5 Q. And can you tell us what took place at that tel e -

6 phone call? 

7 MR . SHAPIRO: Can you establish when it is? 

8 A. It was in t h e summer of ' 78. I declare , I didn't 

9 know I was gonna have to remember all these dates. Anyway, 

10 somebody come to the door whi l e he, while they were on the 

11 t e l ephone, whi l e little Ca rl was on the telephone. And s he 

12 said, 11 I'm sorry. I ... hang the t e l ephone up and answer the 

13 front door. " And he said , "Well ... 

14 Q. What did Carl say to you after he got off the 

15 phone with his mother? I 
I 

16 A. He said, 11 I know why she had to go to the door . · It1 
I 

17 was her boyfri end, and she d i dn ' t have time for me , 11 a nd h e 

18 cried. 

19 Q. Did Mrs. Roche lle e ver discuss . .. 

20 MR . SHAPIRO : Your Honor , f o r the r e c ord I would 

21 object to that . 

22 THE COURT: Objection overruled . Obj e ction noted , Mr. 

23 Shapiro. Go ahead ... 

24 MR. SHAPIRO : Thank you. 

25 Q. Did Mrs . Rochelle ... Mrs. Connie Rochel l e e v e r 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

discuss her, her parents and their influence over the chi!-

2 dren with you? 

3 A. Yes. I hate to answer that, and I'm glad they're 

4 not in the courtroom because I declare , it would break my 

5 heart if I ' d ever know that Carl would talk about me the way 

6 she talked about her parents . She said she hated them, her 
, 

7 mother was always complaining, her daddy was an alcoholic. 

a Am I tal king too loud? I'm sorry. I get upset . And she 

9 didn 't want them to go down there and stay anymore except 

10 for a vis i t if somebody woul d carry them down there and 

11 bring her back . She didn't want them to go down there and 

12 stay . But I'm sure they loved them just like I do . I have 

13 met them one time , and they give me all indications that t hey 

14 loved them also. 

15 Q. Did you get along with your daughter-in-law? 

16 A. I thought I did . 

17 Q. I mean you didn't fight or argue . .. 

18 A. We, we never had no fights , no . 

19 Q. How did you find her with r e gard to h e r stability 

20 and her emotional maturity? 

21 MR . SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I would object to the ques-

22 tion as being leading , calling for a conclusion . 

23 Q. I'll retract that question. 

24 THE COURT : That was the reason for the que stion, Mr. 
. 

25 Shapiro. 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

MR. SHAPIRO: I'm sorry, sir. 

2 THE COURT: That was the reason for the q uestion. 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: Yes, sir, I assumed it was . 

4 THE COURT: Let her describe any peculiar ... 

5 Q. Describe how you found her .. • 

6 THE COURT: ... for want of a better descriptive t erm--

7 peculiarities or whatever that she may have noticed ... 

8 A. Would you like for me to answer it, your Honor? 

9 THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Go ahead and tell me anything 

10 that your daughter-in-law said or did t hat may be out of the 

11 ordinary. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A. She, she like, she was like she was angry at the 

world. She was angry at everybody, and s h e felt like that iJ• 

some thing comes up, you were supposed to say exactly what yo 

think. And this life don't work like that every time . She 'd 

holler at the children, not only when I was around, but t h ey I 
would t e ll me she 'd holler at them. 

MR . SHAPIRO: Objection. 

A. Everybody hollers at their childre n s ome t ime. I 

20 know that. But I me an angry holler . 

21 Q. Were you aware that she was going to a psychia-

22 trist? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. Did she tell you that? 

25 A. Yes. 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

Q. And in your opinion, after working in a nursing 

2 home and working there for ten years, do you think .she still 

3 needs, up to the last time that you talked with her, do you 

4 still think she needs psychiatric care? 

5 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I strenuously object to that 

6 question. There's been no foundation laid whatsoever . 

7 A. Your Honor, would you like me to answer ... 

s THE COURT: Mrs. Carlberg, you know, I expect all of 

9 us do, you know. Psychiatric care is not a bugaboo like it 

10 was, once was, you know? 

11 Q. I understand that, your Honor. 

12 THE COURT: And it may or may not help, but ..• 

13 Q. I, I will be glad to change my word to "psychiatric 

14 counseling" or that kind of ... I didn't mean that she needed 

15 to be ... 

16 THE COURT: Well, I know, but it's ... maybe Mrs. 

17 Rochelle is qualified to say who needs it and who don't, but 

18 I ••• 

19 A. This bothers me. If she tries to keep the chil -

20 dren away from their daddy. He never tried to keep them 

21 away from her . If that 's what she's trying to do , then she 

22 is in ne ed of help, because, I think, they ought be able to I 
I 

23 visit both . I feel like their daddy's more qualified to I 
24 look after them really, but I don 't want them cut off from I 
25 their mother either, that she can't visit them. If they were 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

mine, I wouldn't want them cut off from me, that I couldn't 

2 see them . 

3 MR . SHAPIRO: Your Honor, ! . .. excuse me. I would 

4 agai n object to any testimony about the mother depriving the 

5 father of visitation on the grounds that it's hearsay unless 

6 she can lay some foundation . 

7 THE COURT: I don't know that she said it. She said 

8 that she shouldn't. 

9 MR. SHAPIRO: She shouldn't . 

10 THE COURT: If she did, she needed psychiatric help. 

11 MR. SHAPIRO: Okay, sir . Well, if the Court accepts 

12 it that way, then I have no objection . 

13 THE COURT : Okay. Go ahead . 

14 Q. At, from the last .•. up to the last time t hat you 

15 have seen the children, Mrs. Rochelle, did either Carl or 

16 John have a bed-wetting problem? 

17 A. Not until Christmas. Little Johnny wetted when he 

18 was at my house Christmas. Be fore then neither one of t hem 

19 had wet the bed when they were at my hous e . 

20 Q . Al l right. So ... 

21 MR. MELESCO: For the record, I ' m going to excuse him 

22 just to go over to my office. 

23 MR. SHAPIRO: Pardon? 

24 MR. Mi~LESCO : He's going over to my office. 

25 THE COURT: Does anybody desire to call Mr. Sanders 
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Richard R. Sanders - By Mr. Shapiro 

back? 

2 MR. SHAPIRO: I 've got one question to ask him, Judge . 

3 MR. SANDERS: ••. I'll be glad to ..• 

4 THE COURT: No, just stay right there. We'll ask you 

5 right there. Go ahead, Mr. Shapiro. Excuse me , Mrs . 

6 Rochelle. We're going to . .. go ahead, Mr ...• 

7 RICHARD R. SANDERS 

a testified in response to examination 

9 BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

10 Q. Mr. Sanders, do you know Nancy Gleason? 

11 A. I -know who she is. 

12 Q. Who is Nancy Gleason? 

13 A. She was a film editor at ABC, and she is now in 

14 the engineering department. 

15 Q. Have you seen Mr. Rochelle and Miss Gleason I 
I 

I -

16 together? 

17 A. Only ... no, only at work. 

18 Q. Only at work. 

19 A. In a, in a work ~ituation . 

I 

20 Q. I see. And you don 't see him othe rwise anyway . Is, 

21 that correct? 

22 A. Yep . 

23 Q. Do you know whether Mr. Rochelle dates Miss 

24 Gleason? 

25 A. No, I do not. 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

' 

Q. Thank you , sir. 

2 THE COURT: Do you want to excuse Mr. Sanders? 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: Yeah. 

4 THE COURT: Mr. Sanders, you may be excused, sir . 

5 MR. MELESCO: Just going over to get a magazine and 

6 ha ve a coke. 

7 THE COURT: All right . Reswne your questions of Mrs. 

a Rochelle. 

g DI RECT EXAMI NATION OF MRS . ONITA J . ROCHELLE RESUMED 

1 o BY MRS . CARLBERG: 

11 Q. Mrs. Rochelle , up to October of 1978 , did John or 

12 Carl have a bed-wetting problem? I 
I 

13 A. No, not at my house they . . . I 
14 Q. Did Mr. Rochelle ever discuss a bed-wetting proble~ 
15 with you up to that time? I 

I 

16 A. No. 

17 Q. When you saw the children in Decembe r o f 1978, can 

l 8 you tell me whether or not either one of them had a bed-

19 wetting probl em? 

20 A. Little Johnny did. 

21 Q . John did? 

22 A. Yes, he wet the bed. 

23 Q. Were the chil dren ever il l when you kept them or 

24 when they visited you? 

25 A. One time. In the sununer of ' 78, t hey had run a 1 

I 
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Onita Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

temperature, one of them one day and the other one the next, 

2 and I gave them a little aspirin, baby aspirin, and it 

3 cleared up. They're all right like that. They had a little 

4 virus or something. They didn't have any cold that went 

5 with it. But that's the only time. I've never carried ·them 

6 to the doctor at any time that they were with, at my house. 

7 Q. Now, do you have any intentions of moving in to 

8 take care of the children if Mr. Rochelle has custody? 

9 A. No. I would be available if he needed me, if the 

10 babysitter got sick or if Carl got sick or had an emergency. 

11 I would be' glad to come and do what I could, just like I 

12 have ever since they've been in this world, but I have no 

13 intention of taking up house ... 

14 THE COURT: You 've raised one family, have you not, 

15 Mrs. Rochelle? 

16 A. Sure have. I love them and I love to have them, 

17 but I've no intention of taking over to raising them ... unless 

18 something were to happen to them. 

19 Q. Do you know if Mr . Carl, if Mr. Roche lle has 

20 arrangeme nts now if he gets custody for a b abysitter? Has 

21 he discussed what his arrangeme nts would b e ? 

22 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, he ' s h e r e and c an t e sti f y to 

23 that. 

24 THE COURT: He is, and I assume h e 's going to t e s t ify. 

25 MR. SHAPIRO: It's totally self-serving whatever it 
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would be. 

2 Q. I'll be glad to withdraw my questions. Can you 

3 tell us how the children reacted to their mother when you 

4 had an occasion to observe the children with their mother? 

5 How did they interact? 

6 A. Well, they really didn't act as free. When she 

7 come in, they'd say, "Hey, Mom," when she come in. Of 

B course, they weren't separated from her as long as they 

9 would be separated from Carl when they'd be at our, when 

10 they'd be at my house. And they really did act glad to see 

11 her. 

12 Q. How did they, how did you say they reacted to the 

13 father? 

14 A. Little Carl would be around his neck and little 

15 Johnny hugging his legs waiting for his turn, not like 

16 normal children for their father. · 

17 Q. In the event, Mrs. Rochelle, tha t Mr. Rochelle 

18 gets custody of the children, would you be available to tak e 

19 care of the m until he does get someone or, or makes arrange-

20 ments for their schooling and child care? 

21 A. Yes. I am retired, and there 's no r e ason that I 

22 couldn't. 

23 Q. I have no further questions, Judge. 

24 THE COURT: Cross-examination, Mr. Shapi r o. 
' 
I 
I 25 CROSS-EXAMINATION 
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. I 
I 

BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

2 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, would you classify yourself as a , 

3 as a devoted mother and grandmother? 

4 A. Sure. 

5 Q. You l ove your son and you love your grandchildren . 

6 A. And the most important thing is they know that I 

7 love them. 

8 Q. Right. 

9 A. It really is. It's.more important than their 

10 loving me. 

11 Q. Would you agree that perhaps child rearing today 
i 

12 is a little different than it was when you were raising Carl?: 

I 
13 A. The basic, no. It really isn't. 

14 Q. But the , but the~ •. 

15 A. The · l ove that a child needs nowadays is the same 

16 as it was when I was ••. 

17 Q. You ' re not sayin~ , you're not telling this Judge 

18 that ei t her one of these parents don't love their children, 

19 ar:e you? 

20 A. No, I ' m not. No, sir . 

21 Q. And they know that both o f t he m love them. 

22 A. I think that the y both k now that they both love 

23 them . 

24 Q. During the time t hat your son had surgery, he 

25 called upon his mother to help him with the children, didn' t 
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he? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Because he was sick and, and unable to take care 

4 of them, while he was havi ng surgery . 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. And you did so. 

7 A. I sure did . 

8 Q. Nothing unusual in calling upon others for help 

9 when you're , when you're physically unable to do so, is it? 

10 A. No. But Connie was right there in the area. She 

11 could have done it . 

12 Q. Wel l , I'm talking about during the times she was 

13 having surgery. You were aware she had some surgery , didn't 

14 you? 

15 A. Yes. I've been up there and looked after the chil 

16 dren when she had surgery. 

17 Q. Sure. They ... both of the m called upon you . 

18 A. Yes . 

19 Q. When they were sick. 

20 A. Yes . And I would still do it if I could for them . 

21 Q. And you ( one word) a period of time in January o f 

22 1977 when you went to Washington area, the Washington area 

23 and stayed for five weeks. 

24 A . Yes . 

25 Q. Do you know what Connie was doing during that 
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period of time? 

2 A. She was working somewhere. 

3 Q. She was working. 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Do you know what her job was? 

6 A. No, I really don 't. She did tell me, but I don't 

7 remember . 

8 Q. Do you know how many hours it required of her? 

9 A. Not twenty-four hours a day. 

10 Q. But do you know how many hours she worked? 

11 A. No, I do not. 

12 Q. Was it a new job? 

13 A. I do know the five weeks I was there s he bathed 

14 them one time. Tha t was Carl ' s, l ittle Carl's birthday . I 
15 She left the tub dirty . She left their clothes in the floor . I 

16 Q. Were they living togethe r during that period of I 
11 time? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. No, they were not. 

Q. They were separated. 

A. They were s e parated. 
i 

Q. And who, who had under that arrangement the custody 

22 of the childre n? 

23 A. Nobody. 

24 Q. No one? 

25 A. They were stay, they were staying with Carl . 
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Q. They were staying with Carl. 

2 A. But I don't thi nk there was any legal c u stody set 

3 up . 

4 Q. Well, you're probably rlght. But they had agreed 

5 amongst themselves that the children would stay with him 

6 during that five weeks. Wasn't t hat correct? 

7 A. They were staying there. 

8 Q. And you came up to help out . 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And she was working. 

11 A. Yes, she was working . 

12 Q. And you bathed the children and fed the children 

13 and took care of the children. 

14 A. No. I didn't do that when Carl was to work . When 

15 he come home, he did it. He did the cooking and all when he 

16 was there. That's right. He still does it when, when he's 

17 t here . 

18 Q. And during the summer of 1978, you say they were, 

19 they also visited you. 

20 A. Yes . 

21 Q. And how l ong did they, did the y visit? 

22 A . During the swnmer? 

23 Q. Yes. 

24 A. About fi ve we eks. Not all at one time. 

25 Q. Do you recal l earl ier testifying tha t in the s umme 
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i 

i 
of 1978 they stayed two weeks? 

2 A. Two weeks at one time and three weeks at another 

3 time. 

4 Q. You don't recall me asking you twice how much time 

5 they spent with you during that summer, and you said two 

6 weeks? They spent five weeks with you during the summer of 

7 '78, didn 't they? 

8 A. At two different times. 

9 Q. Yes, ma'am. 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. Do you ever know of an incident during the time 

12 that this woman had these children that she didn ' t take care 

13 of them in a proper manner? 

14 A. That she didn't take care ... 

15 Q. Yes, ma'am. 

16 A. She just didn't do. 

17 Q. Well, when she had them. 

18 A. No . 

19 Q. Not whe n Carl had them , but whe n she h a d the m. 

20 A. Now, I did not go to her house when they we r e h e r, 

21 at her house. 

22 Q . Now, the only time you're talking o f is during a 

23 period of time that under an agreement between them, Carl 

24 had the children, and they were living apa rt. 

25 A. They were living apart, but during that .•. 

.___ _________________ _ 
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Q. And you're saying that she didn ' t call and she 

2 didn't come over and she d i dn ' t he l p. 

3 A. She come to the house to wash her clothes. To use 

4 the washing machine. 

5 Q. Well, how many times woul d she do that? 

6 A. About once a week . . • 

7 Q . Once a week . 

8 A • • .. when they got dirty , and she ' d leave theirs out 

9 of the washing machine . She wouldn't wash them. 

10 Q. You, you wouldn't, you didn't appreciate that . 

11 A. I was concerned because they were her chi l dren. 

12 They were things I thought a mother should do, not a grand-

13 mother. 

14 Q. You ' re in the D. C. area now visiting? 

15 A. No, I'm not in the D. C . area .. . . Arlington , at 

16 Carl' s home . 

17 Q. Yes, ma'am. At Carl ' s ho me now . 

18 A. Uh huh. 

19 Q. But why? Visiting? 

20 A. I c ome because they called me for the hearing . 

21 Q. You came for this, for this hearing. 

22 A. For the hearing, ye s . And I will stay ... he has to 

23 work next week, so I ' ll stay next week with the children. 

24 Next week he's on vacation . I'm going back h ome . 

25 Q. He •. . during next week he's on ... he's going to work 
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next week. 
I 

2 A. He has to work next week except Monday and Tuesday ·I 
3 Q. You said Connie hollered at the children . What I 
4 were the children doing? I 
5 A. Just things normal children would do. 

6 Q. Like what? 

7 A. Picking at each othe r and ..• 

8 Q. Fighting and fussing and carrying on. 

9 A. Not really fighting. They just picked at each 

10 other ... 

11 Q. Just acting like children. 

12 A. And fight, just acting like children. 

13 Q. Was this a constant thing every time you saw them, 

14 she'd holler, scream , yell at them? 

15 A. Well, most of the time. Sometime during the time 

16 she was there, she did. And they say she does . 

17 Q. You describe d Connie as angry at t he world? 

18 A. Yes . She acted as if she was angry at the wo rld. 

19 Q. ·And you said you, that she says what, what she 

20 thi nks . 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. And you can't do that in today's world. 

23 A. You can't e very time . 

24 Q. You can't speak your mind, you c a n't say wha t 's o n 

25 your mind, you can't ... 
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i 

A.· No, sir, you can't. When you just deliberately 

2 hurt somebody else, no, sir. 

3 Q. That distresses you? That type of attitude. 

4 A. Yes. ~ 

5 Q. To say what you think. 

6 A. Anybody that works for the public knows you can't 

7 do that every time. 

8 Q. Do you know that your son saw a psychiatrist? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. A lot? 

11 A. I suggested he go to a marriage counselor really. 

12 I was hoping the marriage would get back together. 

13 Q. So there's, there's nothing .•. ! mean you're not 

14 indicat ing that you found anything, any problem with them 

15 seeing a psychiatrist. 

16 A. No, I sure don't. 

17 Q. You wanted them to get back together. 

18 A. Yes, sir, I sure did. And he, he can tell you the 

19 same thing . I asked him to go to a marriage counselor. 

20 Q. You couldn't have thought too ill of your dau Jhte r-: 

21 in-law if after all this problem you wanted them back togeth~ 

22 er, could you? 

23 A. I was hoping the marriage would work out. For a 

24 marriage to break up, the children usually are the one s t hat 

25 pay the pr ice . 
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Q. Thank you, ma'am. 

2 THE COURT: Further questions of this lady? 

3 A. Your Honor, may I say one thing? 

4 THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, Mrs. Rochelle. 

5 A. My concern is for the children and the care that 

6 they're gonna have. 

7 THE COURT: Mine too, Mrs. Rochelle. That's it and 

8 that alone. 

9 MRS. CARLBERG: I just have a couple of questions, Mrs. 

10 Rochelle. 

11 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

12 BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

13 Q. When the parties were living together, who took ... 

14 when you came up to visit the m and, and Mr. and Mrs. Rochelle 

15 were living together, who did the cooking then? 

16 A. Carl did. 

17 Q. Mr . Rochelle did? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. When you are the re and he comes home from work, 

20 do you cook dinner or does Mr. Rochelle cook dinner? 

21 A. He cooks. 

22 Q. Who bathes the children and puts the m to b ed when 

23 you and Mr. Roche lle a re there ? 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

i 
He does. 1 

When you and Mrs. Roche lle and Mr . Roche lle we r e in I 
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the h omes together, who bathed the children and put them to 

2 bed? 

3 A. The most of the time, he did. Now, this is before · 

4 the separation I'm talking about . 

5 Q. Okay . 

6 A. But after the separation, he did. She didn't. 

7 Q. I have no further questions . 

8 RECROSS-EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

10 Q. Mrs. Rochel l e , are , are you saying that this 

11 woman never · cooked a meal for you while you visited in their i 
12 home? Are you saying that? 

13 A. Once in a while she would cook, but on a routine 

14 basis, no. Carl ... 

15 Q. Did he ever ask her to cook? 

16 A. I don't know. I don ' t think a husband ought to 

17 have to ask his wife to cook, Mister. 

18 THE COURT: I'll go alona- with that , Mrs . Rochelle . 

19 (Laughter) 

20 Q. Unless he wants to do it. Does he like to cook? 

21 A. Well, I don ' t know so much as he likes to do it 

22 but he ' s good at it. 

23 Q . Does he enjoy cookin~J? 

24 A. Well, some times he does, I'm sure, but not always. 

25 Q. All right. Thank you. 
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Ellen Holsclaw - Direct (Shapiro) 

A. Not after you've worked all day and tired. 

Q. Thank you, ma'am. 

THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 

Mrs. Onita Rochelle was permitted to leave the court-

5 room to go to Mr. Melesco's office. 

6 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, this is just a suggestion. 

7 Is there any way we can accommodate this lady? 

8 THE COURT: Yes, sir. We can put he r on out of order. 

9 MR. SHAPIRO: Do you have any objection? 

10 MR. MELESCO: No. 

11 ELLEN HOLSCLAW 

12 a witness for the Defendant, after having 

13 first b een duly sworn, testified as follows: 

14 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

15 BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

16 MR. MELESCO : Your witness, Gordon? 

17 Q. Yes. Your Honor, the reco rd should s how that thi s 

18 is my witness. 

19 THE COURT: Miss Holsclaw is ever ybody 's witne ss ... 

20 go ahead. 

21 Q. Would you state your name ple ase. 

22 A. Ellen Holsclaw. 

23 Q. Miss Holsclaw, for whom are you e mployed? 

24 A. Franklin County Department of Social Se r vices. 

J I '3 ; 

I 
I 
i 

25 Q. Pursuant to your responsibilities with the Franklin! 
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County Social Services Burea u and pursuant to a court order 

2 issued out of this court, did you conduct an inve stigation 

3 and make a report on the h ome situation and living situation 

4 of Connie Rochelle? 

5 A. Yes , I did . 

6 Q. And this is with reference to the two children 

7 then living with her? 

8 A. Yes, Carl and John. 

9 Q. Have you filed your report with the Court? 

10 A. Yes , sir, I have. 

11 Q. And, your Honor, I'd move that that be introduced 

12 into evidence. 

13 THE COURT: Okay. Be introduced . 

14 Q. Do your notes reflect when you first had the 

15 opportunity to talk with Mrs . Rochelle? 

16 A. Yes, sir. 

17 Q. Where, whe re did the, the conversation or meeting 

18 take place? 

19 A. The first meeting was at my office . 

20 O. I'm sorry. Go on. 

21 
I 

A. It was in April. And the s econd meeting was at her; 

22 home . 

23 MR. MELESCO: Ellen , I can ' t .. . speak up just a tab . 

24 lL The first meeting was at my office , and the second 

25 meeting was at Mrs. Rochelle' s home. 
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Q. Miss Holsclaw, you just talk up to the Judge , and 

2 probably all of us will be able to hear you . 

3 A. Okay. 

4 Q. Did you have occasion to meet with and talk to the 

5 two children who are the ..• 

6 A. Yes, sir, I did. 

7 Q. Just tell the Court what your investigation re-

a vealed on Mrs. Rochelle , wha t you did in preparation of the 

g report and your finding. 

10 A . Okay . Well, my first meeting at the office was 

11 basically t o find out , you know, the directions to the home 

12 and set up a day to visit. I did visi t on April 18th. At 

13 that time I spent, I ' d say, three or four hours with Mrs. 

14 Rochelle and the children. I observed the children both ..• 

15 well, they were having dinner when I got there, and I ob-

16 served them interacting with their mother as well as some of· 

17 their fri ends. After , they b ecame tired after talking with 

18 me for a while, so they went outside to play. And then, you 

19 know, they were in and ·out, bringing their friends in and 

20 getting brownies and that kind of thing. And, you know, they' 

21 s eemed fine. They, they seemed very happy . Mrs . Rochelle 

22 had to discipline the m a c ouple o f times, but s he just, you I 
23 know, raised her voice and says, "Please don 1 t. 11 You know, I 
24 I think t hat one of the m left the door open or was in and out 

25 or something. And , you know, it was nothing out of the 
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Ellen Holsclaw - Direct (Shapiro) 
--------· ---- ·1 

ordinary whatsoever. I did get references. I talked with a I 
former boss, Mr. Maxey, Joseph. I obtained a reference from 1, 

him, and from a Nancy Hall, who also worked with Mrs . 

Rochelle. They both gave her excellent references. I con-

5 tacted the school, and I talked with Mrs. Flora, Carl's 

6 teacher. She said he, she wished all of her students were 

7 like Carl. She said he was well adjusted, he was happy, and 

a he always came to school neat and clean. She said he became 

9 a little bored in class sometimes, but, you know, that, that 

10 she wished all of her students were like him. I contacted 

11 the nursery where John attends, and talked to Mrs . Wheeler 

12 and she advised me that he was a perfectly, you know, normal 

13 child, happy; he seemed well adjusted and saw absolutely no 

14 problems. I called the babysitter who keeps John after play 

15 school before Mrs. Rochelle can pick him up . We have ... get 

16 her name here. Anyway, she •.. Mrs. Lloyd Cooper. And she 

17 advised me that John, you know , was fine the t ime he was at 

18 h e r house, that he, he had no behavioral proble m, he seemed 

19 like a normal child. I talked with some neighbors-. One 

20 neighbor across the street keeps Carl after school . They 

21 saw no p roblem, you know. 
I 

I saw nothing out of the ordinary . ; 

22 I do not ... 

23 Q. Did they indicate a ny men we re s taying a t her house?: 

~, Nv. I did check that out. There are no men stay-

home, and, you know, no one has ever seen her in 

----------~ 
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the company of anyone since she's been down here. I did 

2 attempt to see her mother but I missed her on ·o ne occasion. 

3 And Ferrum is a right long ways, so I d idn't get back up 

4 there, but I did check in the community. Her fami l y, parents 

5 are separated, but, you know, they seemed to be, you k now ..• 

6 members of the Ferrum community. I saw nothi ng out of the 

7 ordinary there. She advise d me that her parents, her father 

a could spend time with the boys . He came up from Collins-

g ville, and then her mother would come from Ferrwn and, you 

10 know, visit also. I saw no animosity or any hard fee lings 

11 toward h e r parents. It s eeme d like .•. I did not r ead the 

12 report from the social worker in northern Virginia prior to 

13 going to do my study . I saw nothing out of the ordinary . 

14 We talked about them bed wetting. She advised me that her ..• 

15 t heir allergy specialist ... 

16 MR. MELESCO: Now, that would be s e lf-serving now, 

17 wouldn't it, Mr. Shapir o? 

18 Q. Pardon? 

19 MR . MELESCO : That would be self-serving ... 

20 Q. I don't know what s h e ' s gonna say . 

21 MR. MELESCO : She's sayi ng what your client is going 

22 to t e stify ... 

23 Q 
I 

Well, she just corroborated what your witness s aid . i 

24 I don't know what ... 

25 A. There is bed wetting. 
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MR. MELESCO: But (2-3 words) know it, though. I 
2 A. Well, she advised me that her allergist had told 

3 her it was due to the allergy proble m. I advised her to get 

4 a statement from him, which I assume that she has. The re 

5 were no other problems with the children's b ehavior. Of 

6 course, bed wetting isn't always the problem to b e gin with. 

7 It could be any number of things. You know ..• 

8 Q. Mrs. Holsclaw, did she suggest her, her current, 

9 the current rapport between her or lack of rapport between 

10 she and her husband? 

1, A. Yes, she did. She advised me that her husband had 

12 only visited the children once and he came unannounced. He 

13 just popped in, and she had to get them ready on spur of the 

14 moment for Christmas, and they spe nt the week there . Ap-

15 parently there are v e ry few civil phone calls . She did tell 

16 me that h e was a pilot and could fly down at any time to see 

17 the children; however, he did n ot. 

18 Q. Did s h e indicate to you that she had e ver d e prived 

19 him of any ... 

20 A. No , sir, she didn 't. 

21 Q. Was she concerned about him n o t seeing them? 

22 A. Yes , s h e was very concerne d about him not s eei ng 

23 

24 

the children. As a matter of fact, I did verify with the 

children if their dad, the y had s een the ir daddy at any othe j 

25 time, and they said they saw him Christmas. 
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---- - -·----- -- -· -- -----

Q. Christmas. Approximately how many people did you 

2 talk to totally in making your r eport? 

3 A. I think there were nine. 

4 Q. Nine people. School •.. 

5 A. I talked to two people ... school. 

6 Q. Employees, employers and ... 

7 A. And neighbors. 

8 Q. Neighbors . And in that inve stigation, did you 

9 find anything, anything which would lead you to believe that 

10 she is not a fit and proper person to have custody of these 

11 children? 

12 A. No, sir, I saw nothing. As a matter of fact, I 

13 was very shocked when I read the worker's report from ... I 

14 didn't read it until after I already submitted my report. 

15 Q. Answe r Mr. Melesco's ..• 

16 CROSS- EXAMINATION 

17 BY MR. MELESCO : 

18 Q. She told you that h er husband didn't even s e nd, 

19 s e nd one of the children a birthday present , didn't she? 

20 A. Yes, she did. 

21 Q. Did s he tell you that she had refused the mail from 

22 her husband directed to the children? 

23 A. No, sir, she did not. 

24 Q. She did not? Did she t e ll you that she 'd hung up 

25 the tele phone when her husband had called and talked to the 
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children? 

2 A. Yes, sir. She did tell me about one occasion 

3 doing that. 

4 Q. She admitted to you that when her husband was talk~ 

5 ing to the children on the phone, and she t ook the phone 

6 away and hung up. 

7 A. No. She admitted that she hung up on him on one 

a occasion . 

9 Q. While he was talking to the children? 

10 A. While he was talking to her, I assumed . 

11 Q. And , Ellen, you did not talk to anybody that knew 

12 both people, did you? 

13 A. Well, how could they? 

14 Q. Answer just yes or no. 

15 A. On Mr. Rochelle, no, I did not . 

16 Q. Okay. And she told you that it was totally unan-

17 nounced that his, Christmas vacation? 

18 A. She told me that t~ey 'd discussed it and he ne ver 

19 called her back on it, and the n he just showed up. 

20 Q. Do you even know where she's li v ing now? 

21 A. Yes, sir. 

22 Q. Where? 

23 A. She, she moved July 1st to Roanoke , and she resides 

24 at 2308 Longview Avenue in a duplex apartme nt . 

25 Q. Do you know that she has not even notified the 

~----,.--------·-----
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father of her children where they, where she ' .s living? 

2 A. No, sir, I did not. 

3 Q. Did she tell you she wanted to get into a r e al 

4 estate course? 

5 A. The only thing we r ea lly talked al::Dut was she was 

6 unhappy with her salary and her position at Snelling and 

7 Snelling because she wasn't really making enough money to 

a make ends meet. And I take she me ntioned going to school . .. 

9 Q. Do you know that she'd tried that once before and 

10 dropped out? 

11 A. No , sir. 

12 Q. She didn't tell you that either? 

13 A. No, sir. 

14 Q. And did she show you the e lectric bills f o r a 

15 hundred and fifty dollars a month or just tell you that's 

16 what it was? 

17 A. No, sir. She ... I didn't see an e l ectric bill, but 

18 it didn't ·s eem o ut of r eason as it's a total-electric home 

19 and it's an open , it's (sounded like "ranche r") type house . 

20 I'm sure ... I have no reason to doubt it. 

21 Q. She didn't verify it to you with any canceled 

n checks or b il l stubs. 

23 A. I didn't ask he r to . I didn't s ee any reason to 

24 doubt it. 

25 Q . Were you aware that Mr. Rochelle mailed a camera to 
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his son for his birthday? 

2 A. No, sir, I was not. 

3 Q. Were you aware that ... you weren ' t aware of that? 

4 But she did t ell you that nothing was given to her children? 

5 A. No, she didn't say that. 

6 Q. What did she say? 

1 A. She said that, she said that one child didn't 

a receive a birthday present on his birthday or even a phone 

9 call from his father . 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q. Which child was that? 

A. I don't really remember. We talked about so much. 

I didn 't think an issue was gonna be made out of it . 

Q. All right . Let me try to refre sh your memory . I 
I You know that one of the children has a birthday right befori 

Christmas? 

A. And o n e has a birthday right after Christmas, but 

17 I don• t remember which . 

18 Q. Are you aware that Mr . Rochelle gave the, on the 

19 Christmas visitation, gave that son a birthday pre sent? 

20 A. Yes, I believe I was ... 

21 Q. So it must be the other child we're talking about 

22 then. 

23 A . I, one child didn't get a , didn't get a phone call 

24 or birthday gift, and I don 't know which . 

25 Q. So if Mr. Rochelle were to testify and Mrs. 

- --- - ---- - ---------
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Rochelle would admit that the , that child was mailed a 

2 came ra, then she must have given you some false information. 

3 A. I have no way of knowing that, Mr. Melesco. I 

4 don't know anything about any of the information you've 

5 given me. 

6 Q. And she made . .. 

7 THE COURT: Mr. Melesco, you're testifying. 

8 Q. It's cross-examination, your Honor. 

9 THE COURT: I know, but (1-2 words) ask. You asked 

10 if this lady knows something she remembers absolutely nothin 

11 about. 

12 Q. Well, she knows what this lady told her. 

13 THE COURT: That's ... she's testified ... 

14 Q. Okay. And you ' ve sat in h e re through the whole 

15 hearing? 

16 A. Yes( sir. 

17 Q. And all this information has come out about her 

18 visits to the psychiatrists and her lovers and what have 

19 you, you were not made aware of at all? 

20 A. I saw no reason to ... it seemed like a perfe ctly 

21 stable home. The children seemed stable, and everyone I' ve 

22 talked to, including the school people, said that they we re 

23 totally stable . 

24 Q. You talke d to Mari e Flora? 

25 A. Yes, I did. 
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Q. Donnie's wife? 

2 A. I don't know what her husband's name is. 

3 Q. Mrs. Flora, the schoo l teacher? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. That she told you the child was well adjusted. 

6 A. Yes, she did. She a lso told me tha t she wished .. 
~ 

7 all the students in the class were like he was. 

8 Q. But she told you that she 'd had more t han one 

9 problem with the mother. 

10 A. No , she didn't. She just said that at her first 

11 meeting, it was not too good, but then after thati she 

12 thought that Mrs. -Rochelle was very inte r ested in her chil-

13 dren. 

14 Q. Did she describe the first meeting to you? 

15 A. No . She just said that at first, you know, it 

16 was ... I, I gathered it was a little strained, but you know 

17 how some first meetings a re , whether it be teacher or what-

18 ever. I didn't go into detail about ... 

19 Q. You ' re not a ware that Mrs. Rochelle caused a scene 

20 at the Boones Mill Elementary School? 

21 MR . SHAPIRO: Now, your Honor, I object ... 

22 Q. I'm asking i t if she's aware of i t , Mr . Shapiro. 

23 A. No, sir. But when I talked to Mr . Gruver, he .. . 

24 THE COURT: That's just ... she said she didn't know 

25 anything about it . 

246 



19 1 . 

- - - ------ -- . . . ·-. - --- - ----- --- - - ------. 
Ellen Holsclaw Cross (Melesco) 

A. I talked to Mr. Gruver. He made no mention of h er 

2 being any kind of problem or the children. 

3 Q. What is she living in now? House, apartment? 

4 A. She's living in a duplex apartment. 

5 Q. How big is that? 

6 A. ~ have not been to it yet. No, I have not been 

7 there. She jus t moved. The house that she was renting is 

8 being sold, and she had to find another ... 

9 Q. But her physical facilities now you can 't tell us 

10 anything about them. 

11 A. No, sir, I cannot. 

12 Q. And is she employed now? 

13 A. At Snel ling and Snelling still. I verified that 

14 this morning if she wa s still empl oyed . 

15 Q. And how long ... t he two people that gave her good 

16 references, were they wi~h WPVR? 

17 A. Ye s, they were . 

18 Q. And how l ong was she the re? 

19 A. Just -a few months, and the n appare ntly they had a 

20 budget problem, and she had to find othe r, anothP. r job. Just 

21 from what the y kne w of her, the y said, you know , i t was no 

22 fault of hers that she lost h e r job. Ther e was a budge t 

23 problem . They didn 't have the funds to pay he r. 

24 Q. Do you know where she li ved before she was in the 

25 house? 
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A. I assumed that she moved there in October of this 

2 year ••. ! mean of last year. Excuse me. · Of '78. I assumed 

3 that she'd been living ... ! understood that she was living 

4 in that house from the time she moved to Rocky Mount. I was 

5 not aware of any other living arrangement. 

6 Q. And I think you l earned that her, she's a high 

7 school graduate? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. And the job opportunities there are limited? 

10 A. Yes, sir. Her income ia very small. 

11 Q. And I believe they describe d Carl Juni or to you as 

12 an average student. 

13 A. I don't think the y used the word "average." She 

14 said that she wished all their students were like him. They 

15 may have said average. She didn't say that he, you know, 

16 he was anything other: .. r may have said average. I don't 

17 remember. 

18 Q. Do you realize that your r eport says--quo t e --"he 

19 is an average student"? 

20 A. Yeah . That's about what they said he was . You 

21 know, they didn't say he wa s anything ... 
I 

22 Q . They didn't, they didn't ... there was no indication. : 

23 ... e xcepti onal, but they didn't . . . h e, she also told 
I 

A. 

24 

25 

me he wa s bored in cl ass. The school saw no r eason f or t est-! 

I 

I 
ing him. 

I 
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Q. The school did not t e st him. 

A. No. They saw no reason. They said he was , you 

know, just fine. I did ask. 

Q. But the academic accomplishments that they 

described of Carl, do they measure up with wha t you've 

heard , with an IQ of a hundred and twenty-seven? Bright, 

gifted children? 

A. I know of lots o f bright childre n that become very 

bored in school. 

Q. That's all. 

MR. SHAPIRO: No questions . 

THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

the Complainant in this proceeding, after h aving 

previously been duly sworn, t estifi ed as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

Q. Would you please state your full na me and address? 

A. Carl Arthur Rochelle , 4301 North Thirty-Ninth 

Street, Arlington. 

Q. And you're the father of Carl and J ohn? 

A. Yes, I a m. 

Q. And, Mr . Rochelle, since Mrs . RochGl l e brought the 

children down here in October, can you tell me whe ther or 

not you gave John a Christmas gift? 
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A. Yes, I gave John a Christmas gift . I tri8d to 

2 call him on his birthday but I got no answer . When he came I 
I 
I 

3 up for Christmas, I gave him his Christmas gift at h . I C ristmas · i 
I 

It was a smal l gift, but he had a double , triple stack of I 

! 
~ 4 

5 Christmas presents unde r the tree . The gift was more of a 

6 token to say that "your birthday wasn 't forgotten ." I did 

7 send him a birthday card. I don 't know whether it ever got 

a down or not. I sent mail down that was r e turned. 

9 Q. So you called him on his birthday and you s ent a 

10 card, and when he was, when he got to your house, you also 

11 gave him a gi f t. 

12 A. I did. 

13 Q. With regard to Carl's birthday, when is that? 

14 A. That's ~anuary 30th. 

15 Q. And what did you do for his birthday? 

16 A. I bought a camera . It's a Kodak , oh , Ekt ra II, a 

17 li ttle kit with flashbulbs and film, and the whole megillah , 

18 about fifteen or seventeen dollars, and I put it in the mail•! 

19 and I sent him a birthday card . And I called that evening, 

20 and I got ... Connie answered the phone . I got on the phone 

21 with Carl, and I said, 11 I' ve s ent you a sur ... happy birthday• '. 

22 and I ' ve sent you a surprise. 11 He sa i d, 11 Wha t is it? 11 I 

23 said, "Well, it's a surprise. You' 11 have to wait till it 

24 gets there and find, and , to find out ." I said , "But call 
• 

25 me or write me and let me know how you like it," and then I 
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said, "Let me speak to John." And he put John on the phone , 

2 and John talked for about thirty, forty-five seconds , and I 

3 heard the phone just, his vo.ice just sort of drifting as if 

4 the phone was being take n away from him, and I said, "John, 

s John, 11 and the phone went click. 

6 Q. And you say his birthday is on , on the 30th of 

7 J anuary? 

8 A. I'm sorry . That's, Carl, Carl's is the 30th of 

9 January. Did I confuse that? 

10 Q. I don't know. 

11 A. Carl is the 30th of January, and John is the 23rd 

12 of December. 

13 Q. Okay . And I show you this e xhibit which has the 

14 C and P Telephone bill, and is, is that your bill that you 

15 got for that telephone •.• 

16 A. That is my , that is my bill, and that 's the call . 

17 Q. And what i s the date o n that? 

A. The date ... see if I can find ... 

19 MR . SHAPIRO: Judge, I've just been h a nded a r e am of 

20 stuff . I h aven't had a chance to l ook at a ny of t his . CoulJ . 

21 we somehow refer to it so we can ... 

22 Q. All right . I didn't ... 

23 A. The date is 1 ... the date is 1-30 . 

24 Q. This one right here , Mr . Shapiro . And, Judge, 

25 ••• copy it ... (distortion) ..• in the Clerk's Office? 

251 

! 
i 



..-------------·---- --- . - . . ·· ---·- · 
Carl Rochelle - Direct (Carlberg) 

(Sound Distorte d) 

A. 73 . .. telephone calls . . . that's not the first time 

2 that that happened. 

3 Q. Now, did you try and contact your children on 

4 other occasions . .• 

5 A. On other occasions ... I called them on Thanksgiving 

6 Day and essentially the same thing happened . I talked to 

7 Carl . . . minutes .. . after I talked to John . .. I talked to John 

a for a couple of minutes .. . I told ... Carl, 11 I want to talk to 

9 you again. Just let me speak to John for a minute . " The 

10 same thing happened .. . voice went away from the phone ..• click, 

11 I got a dial tone. 

12 Q. I'd like to introduce . . . telephone state . . . the date 

13 •. . be the child's birthday. 

14 THE COURT: All right. 

15 MR. SHAPIRO: Objection . 

16 Q. Now, Mr. Rochelle, at Christmas time, can you t e ll 

17 us what the childre n did with regard to taking pictures? 

18 A. Oh, I had ... b e fo r e she t ook the children a nd came 

19 down here, I had b een wo rking with Carl shooting film with 

20 a · camera . I had a couple of b ox c a me ras. And John liked to 

21 play alo ng also. So I got John a bo x c a me ra. It's ... o f 

22 the ones I ha d whe n I was a child. And I let them both 

23 shoot picture s. We ll, Carl was becoming quite good for a 

~ slx and a half, almost seven ye ar old child . He sho t fairly 

25 good pictures. And John's pictures were not good, but that 
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didn't matt~r. He got images on the film. So I had them 

2 shoot a roll of film. They were only with me a week. I 

3 didn't have time enough to get them processed before they 

4 went back. So I had them processed, and I put them in an 

5 envelope, and I mailed them down to the children. And I 

6 never heard back one way or the other, whether they got them 

7 or not. And about, I guess, a month or so later I got the 

a envelopes back in the mail, that they had been r e fused. 

9 Q. I show you this document. Is that a photocopy of 

10 the two envelopes that you sent to your children? 

11 A. That is, that is a photocopy of the two envelopes. · 

12 They were returned unopened. 

13 Q. And can you tell me, Mr. Shapiro ... can you tell me 

14 what the indication is on there with regard to the notifica-

15 tion and whether or not they were claimed? 

16 A. It says, "Unclaimed." 

17 Q. And what else does it also say? 

18 ·A. It says, "No tified 1-12-73," and "Unclaimed, un-

19 claimed." I don't think it says ... 

20 Q. I'd like to introduce that as de fendant's number 

21 two, your Honor. Now, those were the two en ... now, tell us 

22 again what those two e nvelopes containe d. 

23 A. They contained simply half a dozen black and white, 

24 still photos that the kids had shot. I think there're t e n 

25 exposures on a roll. And a little note saying, "I love you 
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and miss you." That's all. 

Q. 

"Resume. 11 

I 

Now, Mr. Rochelle, I show you a document entitled I 
Is that, does that accurately reflect what you do~ 

A. Yes. It's a, it's a fairly accurate characteriza-

5 tion of my work record. It's expanded in the later years, 

6 and, of course, it's reduced in the earlier years, but this 

7 is essentially ... 

a Q. · In there, can you tell us whether or not you've 

9 indicated what you do with regard to writing and flying an 

10 airplane? 

11 A. Yes . I'm a free-lance aviation writer. I'm a 

12 member of the Aviation and Space Writer's Association, and I 

13 write on request for "Plane and Pilot" magazine, and I've 

14 tried to s e ll a few other places and haven't been successful 

15 yet, but "Plane and Pilot" does buy my work. And it goes 

16 along with my occupation as a writer. 

17 Q. Now, I'd like to, I'd like to introduce that as 

18 exhibit three , your Honor . 

19 THE COURT: All right. 

20 Q. I direct your attention to a document . It has a 

21 date and then it says, "Flight from ," and "Flight to." Would: 

22 you please t e ll me what that is. 

23 A. The s e are Xe rox pages out of my l og book , and they 

24 contain ... I didn't take any flight instruction after we came 

25 back from Minneapolis until after we were s e parated. These 
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are the flights that I took during the year ... you can sec 

that they're dated by 74, 1974, and the next page will show 1 

you 1975 and 1976. And if you're a pilot, a log book is s0r~ 
of a diary, an official diary of everything you do, and you I 
should log every hour you fly, for . . . not only is it required 

by the FAA, but it also is good practice because you, it 

7 costs money to fly. But I do the flying sort of to get 

8 input for the material that I write. And if you'll note, I 

9 only in those years in question flew something in the neigh-

10 borhood of ten hours a year, at an average rate of approxi-

11 mately sixteen to eighteen dollars an hour, which cost me 

12 less than two hundred dollars a year. We ll, the material 

13 that I sold in those years bro ught mo re, anywhe re from a 

14 hundred and fifty to two hundre d dollars an artic le, plus it 

15 qualifie d me for a tax deduction that more than met the cost 

16 of the flying. So the flying in those years instead of 

17 harming the family, actually p rovided a tax b enefit. 

18 Q. I'd like to introduce those as exhibit numbe r four, 

19 your Honor. 

20 THE COURT: All right. 

21 MR. SHAPIRO: What's this? She ' s introducing the log 

22 book? 

23 Q. Yes. 

24 A. There 're also examples of l e tters from "Plane and 

25 

.____P_i_l_o_t_ " __ ma_g_a_z_i_· _n_e_ o_n- -t -he_b_a-ck requesting m~~ wr it~-arti cl es I 
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for them. There're copies of checks, payment that I have 

2 received, not all of them but some of them. I ... in having 

3 moved a bit I've lost a few things, but I think most of it 

4 is there. 

5 Q. Mr. Rochelle ..• 

6 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, all ..• this is clearly hearsay 

7 but I'm not gonna object to it because I think everything 

8 ought to come in that's ... 

9 Q. I beg your pardon. What's hearsay? 

10 MR. MELESCO: Carl. 

11 Q. Did you write those in your own handwriting, Mr. 

12 Rochelle? 

13 A. Yes, ma'am, I did. 

14 MR. SHAPIRO: Write what? 

15 Q. The log. 

16 MR. SHAPIRO: The letter from D. N. Warner, Editor? 

17 Q. I'm sorry, Mr. Shapiro. I didn't hear your ob-

18 jection. 

19 MR. SHAPIRO: Yeah. 

20 Q. Mr. Rochelle, I show you some photographs. Would 

21 you please tell me what those are and who took them and when . 

22 they were taken. 

23 A. Those are pictures of my home in Arlington. They 

24 were taken last week by myself. 

25 Q. I'd like to introduce those, your Honor, as exhibit; 
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number five in six parts. 

2 MR. SHAPIRO: No objection. 

3 Q. Mr. Rochelle, would you please give us briefly 

4 

5 

6 

7 

the circumstances surrounding your separation in '7 6 and '77. 

Where •.. did you live on Greenbrier Street? 

A. We were living at 1 650 North Greenbrier. 

Q. Right. And who l eft the home? 

a A. Connie, Connie and I had a big argument. This 

9 you recall from the last session, sir. We had had an argu-

10 ment and we went home that afternoon, and she left. And she 

11 came back about 5:00 o'clock in the morning, plowe d to the 

12 gills, too ... she had bee n drinking.;.crawled in bed, got out 

13 and went to work about 9 :00 o'clock. The next thing I saw 

14 or heard was about three days later when the Sheriff deliv-

15 ered a, a divorce paper at my front door . And I ... 

16 Q. Did you reach an agreement wi th r ega rd to custody 

17 of the children at that time? 

18 A. Actually ... you negotiated the agreement with 

19 custody of the children at a later date. 

20 Q. All right. Who was her attorney at that time? 

21 A. John Keats ... was it Keats? John Ke ats? 

22 Q. And who was to have custody of the children u nder 

23 that agreement? 

24 A. She was to have custody of the childre n. 

25 Q. All right. How long did she have custody of the 
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chi l dren under that agreeme nt? 

2 A. The agreement was open, but she actually ... I moved 

3 out . The agreement specified that I woul d move out of the 

4 house, give the house ... 

5 Q. When did you move out? 

6 A. I have to pull some r e cords to give you exact 

7 dates. 

8 Q. No , just be . .. December or January? 

9 A. But it ' s approximatel y, it was before Christmas. 

10 It was ..• 

11 Q. Al l right . So ... 

12 A. November or, right around November or Dec ember, 

13 r i ght in tha t area . It was cold. I did not s p e nd Chris t mas 

14 at home. I was in an apartment in Arlington. 

15 Q. Did there come a time whe n you moved b ack i nto t h e 

16 house? 

17 A. I did . 

18 Q. When? 

19 A. It was a f ter Chri s t ma s . It was in J a nuary. 

20 Q. And at the time that yo u moved out o f the house . .. 

21 I me an at the time you r e turne d, did Mrs. Roche lle l eave? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 Q. That was J a nuary of '77? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And who r emained in the hous e ? 
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A. Me and the two children. My mother came up to hel 

2 for a while . 

3 Q. Okay. How long a period of time did you and the 

4 two children live together in the house without Mrs. 

5 Rochelle? 

6 A. We l ived in that house until ... ! had to move in 

7 the swnmer because the person who owned it was a military 

8 person, was transferred back into Washington, and he exer-

9 c i sed his option on the l ease and I had to move to another 

10 house. I found one at 40 ... 4409 North Thirty-Sixth Street 

11 and moved there, me ~nd the children. 

12 Q. All right . Mr . Rochelle, let me just ask you. 

13 Now , during that period of time from January of '77 until 

14 December of '77, how many times d id Mrs. Rochelle take the 

15 children from your house for an overnight at her apartment~ 

16 A. One Saturday night . 

17 Q. Now, during that time that you had the children 

18 from January until December of ' 77, who, who took care of 

19 the children? 

20 A. I did . 

21 Q. Who took care of the children when you were at 

22 work? 

23 A. Fra nces Edwards kept the chi l dren in the afternoon . 

24 I had an arrangement with Connie whereby if I had to work, 

25 what we call a, late feed--what Dick Sanders described as a 
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late .. • 

2 Q. Late feed? 

3 A. Late feed . 

4 Q. Okay. 

5 A. If I had to work late, that Connie would pick up 

6 the children from the babysitter's and take them home and 

7 sit with them till I got there. 

8 Q. Al l right now, what was your schedule on the days 

9 when you went in to work at 2:00 o ' clock, with tbe children? 

10 A. It's a normal 2 : 00 to 10:00 schedule. I dropped 

11 the children off with Frances about 1:30 .. . 

12 Q. All right . First of all, who ... you we re there in 

13 the morning until 2 : 00 in the afternoon? 

14 A. I was there .. . well, about 1:30 . I was due in the 

15 office at 2 : 00 o'clock . 

16 Q . All right-. So you fed the ch i l dren breakfast? 

17 A. I fed them breakfas t. 

18 Q. Who took the m to school? 

19 A. I took the m to school. 

20 Q. ThGn who picked up ... who took care of John? 

21 A. I . .. well, unti l John could go to school, I t ook 

22 care o f him in the mornings , and when she first l ef t , he wcs 

23 too young to go to Mon t essori. 

24 Q. How old was he? 

25 A. You have to b e two a nd a half, and he was only two ,I 
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so he couldn't go to Montessori. 

2 Q. Was he in diapers? 

3 A. Yes, he was in diapers. 

4 And who potty trained him? Q. 
i 

5 A. My mother potty trained him in late August of that I 

6 year, of '77, so that he would be ready to go to school. 

7 Q. Okay. 

8 A. Connie wanted to train him on the weeke nd, but I, 

9 you know, she got angry because I had brought, taken him 

10 down to my mother to be trained, and ..• 

11 Q. All right. Now, with regard to your work schedule, 

12 how many nights p e r month do you work past 6 :00 o ' clock , 

13 approximately? 

14 A. Well, on a year-round basis I would say probably 

15 about one , one night a week on a year-round basis, and often 

16 there are long periods. I have had, I've had to work late 

17 in the evening two nights since the NBA play-offs ended . 

18 Q. So since the ... 

19 A. I did do severa l during the NBA play-offs . I 

20 wanted t o . The children weren't with me. I could ... I don't 

2 1 have to do a lot of these things . Some of them I can pass 

n to someone else to do, but ... 

23 Q. Now , generally what is your schedule on Saturday? 

24 A. I a m in around 10:00 o'clock in the morning , 10:00 

25 or 11:00 o ' clock in the morning, and I'm usually out by 7:00. 
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Sometimes it, it rarel y runs any later than 7:00. Sometimes 

2 I'm out earl ier . 

3 Q. Al l right now, what is your schedule on Sunday? 

Again, it varies from month to month . 4 A. Al l of last
1 

I 
I 

5 month I was off at 1:30, and I was in at between 9 : 00 and 

6 1 0:00 in the morning . I was out at 1:30. I know it sounds I 
7 l ike unusual hours , but material is gathered to meet a 

8 certai n, specific feed time, and not even Washington , D. C., 

9 moves before about 8:00 or 9:00 o'cl ock in the morning .. . 

10 gosh , not even Washington? I guess especially Washington. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

They j ust don ' t do anything ear ly in the morn ing, and when 
. , 

they start to move, I go to work. 

and I Q. I show you copie s of, of checks , Mr . Rochel le, 

the first one at the top is number 213 and the date is 2 - 3-7 ~ 
15 in the amount o f three hundred dol lars to Connie Rochelle. 

16 Would you please tell me what these are . 

17 A. These are fo r t he most part paid for child care . 

18 Th ey ' re either chi l d care or they are l oa ns to hEr. Money 

19 that she said she needed. I, I loaned her mo ne y , and I paid 

20 her money for staying with the children. 

21 Q. Al l right now, why wa s it necessary fo r you to p ay 

22 Mrs . Rochelle to stay with the children? 

23 A. Well, I needed someone to stay wi th them , to b e 
' 

24 available to stay with the m in the evening s , and she said 
I 

i 
25 she neede d the money. That she was brok e and she needed 

I 

some; 
I 

I 
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financial help, and I figured that I, it would kil l two 

2 birds with one stone. It would, it would give h e r a little 

3 money to help her along and it would cause her to come s ee 

4 the children because she didn't see them on, a lot o f times 

5 on a r egular basis. 

6 Q. Did she ever request to have the children on a 

7 weekend during the year of 1977 without receiving payment 

8 from you? 

9 MR. SHAPIRO: Now, your Honor, I'm going to object to 

10 that. That question is, is totally leading . 

11 Q. Okay. Let me ask you, can you tell me whether or 

12 not there was any . .. strike that. Give me the t imes that Mrs.' 

13 Rochelle took the children for the weekends during the year 

14 of 19 77. 

15 A. She kept the children during the daytime while I 

16 was working. When I got off work, she either me t me a t the 
I 

17 back door of the office. Sometimes she would bring t hem dowri 

18 before I was finis hed with work. 

19 home d uring the day , then wh en I g o t h ome she would l ~ave as 

20 soon as r · got there. She did n o t keep, she k e pt r. he cl)i 1-

21 d ren overnight in her apar t me nt in Georgetown in Washington, 

22 D. C., o ne Saturday ni ght during that year , and she swore 

23 she'd never keep them overnight again. 

24 Q. I' d like to introduce these checks , your Honor, 

25 as numbe r, a s defendant 1 s number six. 

_________ __ _ ,, ____ _ 
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THE COURT: All right. Objection? 
I 

SHAPIRO: I don't know what the relevancy is, but I MR. 

I have no 

Q. 

b
. . I 

o Jection to ... I 
Now , Mr. Rochelle , during the time of your marriagJ 

I 

did you and Mrs . Rochelle have any problems with regard to I 
I 

Li.JS . 

6 her abuse of your credit cards? 

7 A. Yes, a considerable problem. 

8 Q. Would you please tell the Court what that was . 

9 A. She would go on spending biges, binges with the 

10 cre dit cards and would charge just phenomenal amounts ... 

11 MR. SHAPIRO : Now, your Honor, I object to his charac-

12 terization of ... 

13 THE COURT: Just t es tify as to what .. . 

14 A. All right. 

15 THE COURT: You'll have an exhibit . 

16 Oh , okay, fine . A. She, she used the charge cards . . . 

1

. 

I'm glamoriz ... emb e llishing a bit, I suppose. , 17 I'm sorry . 

18 She use d t he charge cards to excess . I tri e d to get her not 

19 to use the cha r ge cards to excess because ... 

20 MR . SHAPIRO: I ob j ect to "excess ." 

21 THE COURT: He doesn't like the word "excess," Mr . . .. 

22 A. Well, she ..• 

23 MR. SHAPIRO: That's for the Court to decide .. . 

24 A. All right. Excuse me . I will rephrase. 

25 THE COURT: I agree with you, with you, si r. 
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A. Okay. Suppose I say that there're--without saying 

2 they were used to excess, suppose that I say 1.hat my total 

3 payments on charge cards when the bills came <Jue most every 

4 month, almost exceeded my total net income . 

5 Q. Al l right now, Mr . Rochelle, I show you this docu-

6 ment, and it says, "Credit card charges, Roche lle family, 

7 January 1976 through October of '76 ." Now, whe re did you 

a get the figure for total amount charged for the husband? 

9 A. I extracted it from ·the, from the charge card 

10 receipts that .. . right here . 

11 Q. All right now, are these, are the se documents 

12 underneath this, do they represe nt the figure s that are on 

13 the top page here? 

14 A. Ye s , they r eprese nt the figure s that are on the 

15 top page . 

16 Q. Did you calculate these amounts yourse lf? 

17 A. Ye s, I did . 

18 Q. And where did you get these figures? 

19 A. I _e xtracte d the m dire ct l y from the, by going 

20 through and taking example s o f women's ho siery and c osmGt ics 

21 and toiletrie s and fine j ewelry and gold-filled jewelry and 

22 Eli zabeth Arden cosmetics, b e tte r (1-2 words) .. . ! know what 

23 I bought . I did not buy a grea t dea l o f anything during 

24 that period . 

25 Q. All r ight now, how much did Mrs. Roche lle charge 
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on articles for h erself during that period of time ? 

2 A. By my calculation , a little better than six 

3 thousand dollars. 

4 Q. And how much, how much was attributed to charges 

5 for the children? 

6 A. Approximately a little und8 r two hundred. 

7 Q. And how much was approximately ... ! mea n how much 

a was charge d for yourself? 

9 A. A little over a hundred and seventy, close to a 

10 hundred and eighty dollars. 

11 Q. I'd like that introduced as defendant's exhibit 

12 number seven, your Honor. 
i 

13 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, ' I 
I haven't had the opportun1tY: 

14 to go through any of this. This was just handed to me, but ... 

15 THE COURT: Well, we'll introduce it for the purpose 

16 of identification unles s you have a late r objecti o n. 

17 MR . SHAPIRO: Thank you. 

18 Q. Mr . Roche l l e , I show you these t ·.vo r1•:1cuments, ..J nd 

19 at the time . . . would you please tell me what they Rre . Mr . 

20 Shapiro, these are the, they a r e v e ry faint gr.:,phs , .rnd I 

21 apologize . Would you plea se t e ll me what t hesn lwo docu -

22 me n ts are. 

23 A. They are hand ske t che s o f, l ine sketche s of the 

24 two ... of Connie's apartment that she was living in in Wa sh-

25 ington, and of my house . And I tried to dash in the l owe r 

'-------- -----·- - - - ·- -
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levels, but I'm afraid I'm ... architc cture is not one of t he 

2 things that I do well. 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: I don't find that. Do I have that? 

4 A. It should be on the very top. 

5 Q. Well, I'm ... 

6 A. I have a copy if he wants ... 

7 (Copy given to Mr. Shapiro.) 

8 Q. And, Mr. Roche lle ... 

9 MR. SHAPIRO: May I have it? 

10 A. Sure . You may have it. 

11 Q. Was this with r egard to Mrs. Rochelle's apartment, 

12 was this the apartment she was living in just bef or e s he 

13 took the childre n? 

14 A. Yes, it was. 

15 Q. I would like to introduce t hose , your Honor, a s 

16 exhibit eight in two parts. 

17 THE COURT: All right. That's the apar t ment Mrs. 

18 Rochelle was liv ing in? 

19 Q. Ye s, at, in Octobe r o f 19 7 8 . 

20 THE COURT: Prior to the time s he came to Frankl i n 

21 County? 

22 Q. Yes. Now, Mr. Rochelle, l et me j ust ask you, d i d 

23 Mrs. Rochelle ... can you t e ll me wha t about Mrs. Roch e lle 's 
i 

24 financial proble ms b eginning--I don't want to go ad infinit~ 

I 25 but starting just previous to your marriage, a nd brie fly , 
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what were the problems? 

MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I object. 

THE COURT: What problems, if any, ~id you have, Mr., 

did your wife have, Mr. Rochelle, prior to the time that you 

were married? 

21 2 . 

A. There were some that became evident, after we went ~ 

to Minneapolis when suddenly letters began arriv ing in the 
-

mail with past-due charges for doctors ' bills and, I think 

they were mostly for doctors' bills. And then suddenly ther 

was, the letters starting arriving ••• telephone calls started 

coming from Household Finance, I think it was, or one of 

those finance companies, dunning her for credit, a loan that 

she had mad~ and hadn't paid back. 

Q. What were the problems during your marriage? 

A. Financial mostly. 

Q. Did you ever ... strike that. Were there any times 

when she was not permitted to use your credit cards? 

A. No. She always had access to my credit cards. 

Q. And can you tell me whether or not you paid all of 

the debts that she ·accumulated that we've just given to the 

Judge? 

A. I have, I paid every debt that wa s owed jointly 

by us. She took one debt herself when we separated the firs 

time. It was a debt to Sak's Fifth Avenue, and to the best 

of my knowledge, that i s still not pa i d. Th ey ..• 

- - - --- -------~ 
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Q. I show you these documents of which there are one, 

2 two, three .. . okay . The three documents, the first three 

3 documents. Woul d you please ide ntify those? And the first 

4 one says, "Money order purchased by me with money to cover 

5 a bad check . " 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. She had written a bad check to Aetna Casualty ... 

.MR. SHAPIRO: Where .. . wait a minute . 

A. That's right in front of you, sir . 

MR. SHAPIRO: Right in front of me . 

Q. 

A. 

Right o n top .• . under miscellaneous. j 

That, she had written a bad check to Aetna Casual tJ 
: 

for her car insurance, and they called and said that if she 

didn't make it good that they would cancel her car insurance.I 

MR. SHAPIRO: Well, I object to that, your Honor. I 
Q. Did you pay that check? I 

MR. SHAPIRO : Hearsay. 
! 

A. I got the, I got the money order for h0r . 

Q. Oh, I'm sorry . 

'l'HE COURT : What ' s hearsay , Mr . S11api :ro? 

MR . SHAPIRO : I'm sorry . 

THE COURT : What is hearsay? 

MR . Slii\PIRO : The characteri zation that he heard from 

23 the company to him as the explanatio n . 

24 'I'HE COURT : No, he can . . . he can testify as to the 

25 reason he wrote the check . "I wrote the c heck to pay off 
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wife's .. . whatever. " 

2 MR. SHAPIRO: He can testify that h e wrote a check to 

3 pay off. . . 

4 THE COURT: Right. But h e c an't testify what they tol 

5 him. 

6 MR . SHAPIRO: Yes, sir. 

7 THE COURT: It may or may not have been true. 

8 Q. Okay. Mr . Rochelle, with regard to number two 

9 there, it says, "Copy of debit memo. II What is that? 

10 A. She called me from the bank . 

11 Q. Who is "she ?" 

12 A. Connie called me from the bank frantic that she 

13 h ad three or four checks that were going to bounce if she 

14 didn't have some , if she didn' t get some money in her 

15 account. And I was home and ... 

16 MR . SHAPIRO: When is this? 

17 A. It's dated . I . . . 

18 Q. ~an you read the date? 

19 A. It looks like May 22nd, ' 77, stamped on it . Yes, 

20 I think that 's the date . 

21 Q. Now , wa s this the period of time whe n you and Mrs . 

22 Rochelle were separated, wasn 't it? 

23 A. We were separated . I could . .. 

24 Q. Did you cover that amount? 

25 A. Yes . Well, that 's a copy of the debit . 
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Q. All right. 

2 A. That I, I debited her ... I called the bank and 

3 asked them. I couldn't go downtown. I had the children. 

4 I called the bank and said, "Would you debit my account 

5 fifty dollars and put, credit it to her account so the 

6 checks don't bounce." 

7 Q. Was she working at that time? 

8 A. Yes. I think she was still working for Rader 

9 Advertising. 

10 Q. And you were paying her to babysit at that time 

11 too? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 MR. SHAPIRO: Now, Judge, I don't know how many times 

14 I've got to object. Counsel is continuously and r epeatedly 

15 leading the witness. 

16 Q. I ag.ree, Mr. Shapiro, and I apologize and I 

17 apologize to the Court ... 

18 THE COuRT : Mr. Shapiro, s he is, but , you know, but 

19 unless it's hurting you, don't holl e r. Okay? 

20 MR. SHAPIRO: Okay , sir . 

21 Q. Would you explain numbe r t hree? 

22 A. Number thre e is a receipt for a bad check I picked 

23 up from Giant Supermarke t in McLean, Virginia. 

24 Q. And what is the date? 

25 A. The date is 3-13-78. 
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Q. I would like to i ntroduce t hose , your Honor, as 

2 plaintiff's exhibit number ... eight? 

3 THE CLERK: Nine. 

4 Q. Okay. In three p a rts. Now, Mr. Rochelle, in that 

5 packe t, there was a check and it's numbe r 981. Would you 

6 please explain wha t that ve ry first c h e ck is the re at the 

7 top of that page? 

8 A. That is the mone y that she paid for a r e al estate 

9 course at National Institute of Real Estate . 

10 Q. Now, did she ever complete ... 

11 MR. SHAPIRO: Where are we now? I'm sorry. 

12 Q. There were other sheets to that . 

13 MR. SHAPIRO: To what? 

14 Q. To the package you just . . . page four. 

15 MR . SHAPIRO: Oh, these are the checks. Thank you . 

16 Q. To your knowledge did she ever compl e te the course. 

17 A. She completed the course but did not follow 

18 through. By that I mean she, she d id not at tha t t i me , no r 

19 at any time to my knowledge , take the e xa mination f o r t he . 

20 lice nse. 

21 Q. And, Mr . Rochelle, did you .. . have you r e c e ntly 

22 l earne d about anothe r r e al e state cour s e? 

23 A. Well, I, I saw in, I think it was the r eport fro m 

24 Arlington County that she was planning o n taking the r e al 

i 25 estate course, taking anot her r eal e s t ate c o urse or g o ing to 1 
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be licensed in r e al estate . 

2 MR . SHAPIRO: Whe re did you hear that from? 

3 Q. In the report. 

4 A. It's in the report. 

5 Q. I'd like to introduce that as, this top ... that 

6 check only. 

7 THE COURT: ! ... needn't bother with that. I think 

8 everybody is taking real estate courses this day and time •.. 

9 Q. Mr. Rochelle, who made the arrange me nts for the 

10 child care the first time you and Mrs. Rochelle were sepa-

11 rated and the second time that you and Mrs. Rochelle were 

12 s e parated? 

13 A. Do you mean after I moved back in? 

14 Q. During '77 and '78. 

15 A. In '77 she was making some sort of arrangement for 

16 the month that she had the child. She had a p e rson c oming 

17 by the h o'use, and the person stoppe d coming b y the house . 

18 And then she called me and aske d me if I would keep the chi l-

19 dre n ... this wa s during the peri o d befor e I move d back in . 

20 And I kept the m ... 

21 Q. All right. After you moved b a ck in , who made the 

22 arrangements? 

23 A. I did. 

24 Q. Who took the children to the p e dia tr ician? 

25 A. I did. 

------ -·-
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Q. During the time that you were married and up until 

2 the time that Mrs . Rochel l e took the children in October of 

3 '78, who t ook t he children to the pediatrici·an? 

4 A. Well, during the time we were married, we both did. 

5 Particularly i n the time when she was working, I took the 

6 children because my schedul e acconunodates things like that 

7 much better, but she did take the children to the pediatri-

a cian some, yes . 

9 Q. After you separated, who took the children? 

10 A. After we separated, I took the children practically 

11 every time . 

12 Q. With regard to the child care when you had the 

13 children , who made the arrangements? 

14 A. I did. 

15 Q. With regard to the children ' s school when you were 

16 married, who made the arrangements ... when you were living 

17 together? 

18 A. She a nd I toge ther made the initial a r rangements . 

19 Q. When you we re . .. 

20 A. It was , it was h e r idea to have . .. I, we'll give 

21 credit where credit's due . It was h e r ide a for Carl to go 

n to Montessori initially , and I investigate d it along with 

23 her , and we decided it would be very nice for him to go to 

24 school . And we initi ated it toge ther. We we re doing things 

25 toge ther then, and, and he went to school, and it's some thing 
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that I followed up on and kept up on the whole time. And 

2 after she left, I, they were arrangements that I continued. 

3 I contracted with the school for his schooling, and I paid 

4 them and took care of it . 

5 Q. All right. For the school year 1978-79, had you 

6 enrolled the children in school when she took them? 

7 A. They were in, they were enrolled and had been 

8 ·attending class for, I guess, about a month, month and a 

9 half. 

10 Q. And how much tuition had you paid for their school. 

11 A. Well, I had paid a half y ear as was required by 

12 each school. And Carl's school was approximately thirteen 

13 hundred dollars, thirteen, give or take a, a couple of dol-

14 lars. And John's was four hundred and fifty for six months. 

15 Q. And when Mrs. Rochelle took the children, did the 

16 schools make a refund of that tuition? 

17 A. No. They, it's, you paid it whether the children 

18 go or not. It's no way to refund it. 

19 Q. When Mrs. Rochelle took the childre n in October, 
I 

20 what arrangements did she make with you to take the children?; 

21 What happe ned? 

22 A. Well , I was supposed to p ick up the children on 

23 Sunday. Well, Carl got an invitation to a birthday party, ' I 
I 

24 and I tried to call her on, on Thursday . .. no, I tried to cal~ 
I 

i 

I 

25 her on Friday, and then I called several times and got no 
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answer, and I called Friday evening and got no answer . I 

2 called several times on Saturday and got no answer at her 

3 house, or apartment. I didn ' t think too much about it. You 

4 know, she could have been out somewhere . On Sunday when I 

5 finished work, I called her to tell her I was coming by to 

6 pick up the children, and I got no answer at the house . And 

7 I drove down to where she lived on MacArthur Boulevard, and 

8 the back porch light was on, and there were no cars parked 

9 there. And I rang the doorbell and no one answered, so I 

10 though t, "Okay . Maybe she had".- she had gone down to see her 

I 

I 
·I 
I 
I 

11 parents the previous weekend for the first time since Christ-

12 mas . And I thought maybe she'd gone down to see them again 

13 and was just late g e tting back, so I didn't worry too much 

14 about it . I wa s a little uneasy that she didn 't at least 

15 say she was going out of town, but, okay . I was supposed to 

16 pick them up from school on Monday, and I figured she'd just 

17 take them to school Monday morning . So Monday at noon I went
1 

18 to, to J ohn 's school, and I puJ.led up in the li ne of cars i and. 
I 

19 \vhen I got up to \vhere they were putting t h e kids in, Judy 

20 Balkezar, the sr.hool di rc'ctor, said , 11 Joh n 1 s not h e re . 11 

21 Q. Had the school b e e n notified tha t h e wo uld no t be 

22 there that day by the mother? 

23 A. They had not. 

24 Q. Neither one had been notified? 

25 A. Well, Judy said s h e thought maybe he was sick. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

.__ _______ - - - ----- - -- - -- - ----- _J 
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I 
I 
I 

22 1. 

MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I ... it's hard for me to know ; 

2 what hurts and what doesn't, so I'll object . 

3 THE COURT: All right. That's all h earsay , ma'am, 

4 whether the school had or had not been notified. 

5 Q. Did Mrs. Rochelle after that contact you and tell 

6 you where the children were? 

7 A. No. 

i 
I 
I 

8 Q. How long a period of time was it before you learned 

I 
I 

9 where they were? 
i 

10 A. Well, I contacted you Monday afternoon, I think~ I 
11 after I •. • after I went to Montessori, I went to Georgetown 

12 Day to see if Carl was in school because Judy said that ... 

13 not trying ... 

14 Q. You can't testify as to what somebody else said . 

15 A. Okay. 

16 Q. You learned that the childre n were not ... 

17 A. I learned that, they didn't know whe ther h e was 

18 out because he was ill or whether, or for s ome other r e ason . 

19 So when I l earned that they d idn't know whether he was il l 

20 or not, I went to see if Carl was in school. I went to 

21 
I 

Georgetown Day, and I asked, 11 Is Carl here? 11 And I was told ·j 
22 I learned that Carl had not only, was not only there on 

23 Monday but had not been the re on Friday . And they told me 

24 that ..• I l earned that there was no r e ason given for his 

25 absence on Friday . So I called you and I said, 11 I think I 
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have a problem, anc;l I think we need to talk about it, 11 and 

2 we went ... 

3 Q. Did Mrs. Rochelle ever let you know where the t wo 

4 children were? 

5 MR. SHAPIRO: You asked that once . 

6 A. All right. I will answer it. No, she has yet to 

7 tell me where the children were in formal terms. 

8 Q. Mr . Rochelle, how many times have you seen the 

9 children since she took them in October? 

10 A. I have seen them once at Christmas for a week. 

11 Q. Now, tell us why it has not been possible for you 

12 to see the children more often? 

13 A. Well, I work on Mondays and Tuesdays the days the 

14 children are in school. My days off the children are in 

15 school. It is a approximate ly six-hour drive each way d own 

16 and back. I realize that I am a pilot and that I do fly, 

17 

18 and i t' s about a hundred a nd fifty dollars a round trip . 

19 

20 

21 d e aling with about, in the neighborhood of three hundred dol-

22 lars, for the round trip. That's if I fly the a irp l a ne I 
23 myself. It's, it 's expensive, and that is .•. but the e xpense i 

isn't th= reason that I didn't come down. The reason that I i 
didn't come d own, if I came d own on Mo nday, I would get down I 

24 

25 
I 

I 
I 

I 
---- -- - - -- ·- - -- - - ·- ·- - - ~ 
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here, I would see them when they got out of school . John 

2 was in a day care center till 5:00 o'clock. Carl was in 

3 school until 3:00. I could spend two hours with them. 

4 Where could I take them? What could I do with them? It 's, 

5 I would like to have my children with me so I can, can deal 

6 with them and relate to them, not to go to her house and sit ; 

I 
7 and stare at a wall where I can't, I can't, you know ... there , 

I 

8 was just nothing there. What am I going to do, take them to I 
9 a motel r oom? 

10 Q. Can you tell me what happened in June of 1978 with 

11 regard to your separation? Did you or did you not try to 

12 get Mrs. Rochelle to stay? 

13 A. I did try to get her to stay, even to the extent 

14 of agreeing to move to Washington, D. c., with her, because 

15 she said that she wouldn't ~tay unless I did move to D. C. 

16 with her. And so I said, "Okay. I don't want to, but I 

17 will." And I started looking for houses and apartme nts in. 

18 D. c., and about four days later, she said, "No, no . I've 

19 change d my mind. I'm not gonna stay with you under any 

20 circum-, even, even under that circumstance . " 

21 Q. Did you ever, up to that ... (portion not recorded ) . 

22 A. Well, particularly in the later stages, it wa s 

23 almost more than you could take. I don't see how a child 

24 can stand it and grow up ... (portion not r e c orded). 

I 

22 3 . 

i 
I 

25 A .... I guess it was about three weeks before she took I 
i 
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the children , after she had announced her engagement to 

2 Silverman, and he had moved in. And when that happened , I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

just decided I •.. 

MR. SHAPIRO: I object to that , your Honor . 

Q. Object to what? 

THE COURT: What part of it, Mr. Shapiro? 

MR . SHAPIRO: I object to his making that statement 

a unless he, there is some foundation laid for the basis upon 

g which h e found that out. 

10 Q. Did she tel l you that she wa s going to marry Mr. 

11 Silverman? 

12 

13 

MR . SHAPIRO: And that's l e ading, and I object to it. 

A. Yes. 

14 THE COURT : How did you find out, Mr. Rochelle , about 

15 t he alleged . .. getting ... 

16 A. She told me. 

17 Q. What did she say? 

18 A. She said tha t she had met this wonderful man, h e 

19 was fifty-one o r f ifty-two years o ld but she r e ally loved 

W him, and they had decided they we re going to g8 t m~rried, 

21 they were going to get married on he r b i rthday the next yea r 

22 in July , and t hey were gonna get married out in a big, open 

23 field, they had planned a big wedding, and, and that she was 

24 going to file for divorce under D. C. law which would permit 

25 her to get a divorce within six months so she would, the 

·---- -- ---
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divorce would be free by December. Sh0 s aid that 

2 was moving in with her and would I not , p l ease not tell the 

3 children b ecause the children were down at my moth e r's at 

4 that time. That was in the spring. And would I please no t 

5 tell the children until they cam0 back so she could t e ll t he 

6 children h e rself. She didn't want me t o tell the m. 

7 Q. Did you ever go to her apartment and ... strike 

a that. Did you ever visit her apartment in D. C.? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And can you tell me whether or not you ever saw 

11 any men's articles there? 

12 A. Ye s. I saw, I saw clothes and shoes that she 

13 rep resented to be Mr. Silverman's . I saw other article s 

14 that I knew did not belong to her . There was a, a, extremel 

15 large aquarium, a color television, a b ed in the back bed-

16 room, a stereo syste m, shoes. I me n t ioned shoes . 

17 Q. To your knowledge di d she ever have Mr. Sil verman · 

18 there when the childre n were· the re? 

19 A. On four or f 1ve occasions I ha d go ne to pick up 

20 the children, and she would say, "Wel l, you know, Le s is 

21 here and I want you to meet him but he 's in t he shower now, " 

22 and, or, "He's, you know, he's tied up ," or, "He ha d a ha-rd 

23 day," _or something like that, and this ( 1 - 2 words) ... time . 

24 I neve r did meet Mr. Silverman. She did t e ll me he was in 

25 the ho use, and the children told me that he was i n the h ouse . 
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Q. Can you describe the bedroom that she stayed in 

2 with regard to the place whe re the children stayed when she 

3 and Mr. Silverman were there together? 

4 MR . SHAPIRO: Can ! . .. is this the MacArthur Avenue 

5 apartment? 

~-
6 Q. Yes. 

7 A. Yes, that's the MacArthur Avenue apartment. It 

a opened, her bedroom opened into the kitchen and directly 

g into the bedroom, and, the children's bedroom, and the chil-

10 dren's bedroom opened into the only bathroom, so anyone who 

11 had to get up in the night to go to the bathroom had to go 

12 through the children's bedroom . .. to get to the bathroom . 

13 Q. Were there any doors that could be closed? 

14 A. Well , there was not a door between the living 

15 room and the bedroom. I'm not sure . There wa s a door .. . 

16 Q . But there was no door between t he living room and 

17 whose bedroom? 

18 A. And the main b edroom .. . Connie' s bedroom. I 
I 

19 I 
I 

I 
Q. Was that where Mrs .. .. all ri ght . 

20 

21 

A. Ye s . I'm not .. . there was a door frame, but I don ' ! 

think there was a door hung in the kitchen . I cannot be 1 
I 

22 I 
I 

positive about that . 

23 Q. How about the bedroom door .. . 
I 

24 A. I' m not positive whether there was a door hung on 

25 it or not. I couldn't swear to it. 

I 
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Q. Were there any d oors at all on the b e droom tha t 

2 she had with Mr. Silverman? 

3 MR . SHAPIRO: I'm sorry. I didn't hear that . Could 

4 you repeat that? 

5 Q. Were there any doors on the b edroom that she had 

6 with Mrs., Mr. Silverman? 

7 MR. SHAPIRO: Well, it, it assumes ... 

8 THE COURT: That's right. 

9 MR. SHAPIRO: It's not in evidence. It's leading. 

10 Q. We re there any doors on her bedroom? 

11 A. I'm not positive. I do not think there was a door 

12 between her bedroom and the kitche n. I know there were the 

13 sliding ... 

14 THE COURT: Mr. Rochelle , this is r e ally immaterial, 

15 but was the apartment changed? I' ve never heard of an apart 

16 me nt that doesn 't have a door ... 

17 A. It was, it was ... 

18 THE COURT: ... a bedroom, a bedroom ... 

19 A. It was a straight place like this (indicating ), 

20 and it had pull things, the ... 

21 MR . SHAPIRO: Sliding doors. 

22 A. ... sliding, fabric things that you pull and push 

23 t ogether in the center. I assume the y could be put toge ther . 

24 I never saw them pulled together. 

25 THE COURT : But the y we r e there? 
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A. They were the re. 

2 Q. Mr. Rochelle, were you aware that Mrs . Rochelle 

3 had moved to Roanoke? 

4 MR. SHAPIRO: And I've been through that. I ... haven't 

5 we been through . .• 

6 THE COURT: No. This is coming from Franklin County 

1 to Roanoke now, Mr. Shapiro. 

8 MR. SHAPIRO: Oh, I'm sorry . Judge, I, I ..• 

9 THE COURT: Okay? 

10 MR. SHAPIRO: Yes, sir. 

11 A. No . I, to the best of my knowledge, she still 

12 lived at the, the place in Boones Mill, near Boones Mill, 

13 where I picked the children up for Christmas. 

14 Q. Mr. Rochelle, would you please describe Mrs. 

15 Rochelle's actions and how she took care of the children 

16 when you lived together . 

17 A. From about halfway through her pregnancy with 

18 J ohn, she b egan to do l e ss and l ess, and I b e gan to do more 

19 and more, and that was c e rtainly . .. 

20 Q. What do you mean b y "mo r e and more"? 

21 A. Well, the children's clothes would all be dirty 

22 and I would have to wash them . Well, I f el t like I had to 

23 wash them b e cause when there were no clean clothe s, they 

24 needed clean clothes. She d~dn't f eel l ike fixing dinner . •. 

25 and I could believe that she had every right when she was 
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pregnant and didn't feel bad •.. I mean .. . I ' m sorry . . . didn ' t 

2 fee l good to, to put some of that burden on me . 1 . • . why 

3 not? I was perfectly abl e to ~o it, and I did . nut after 

4 John was born , it, it , instead of diminishing, it continued 

5 to increase . And more and more she was, she hadn't .. . she 

6 never did any of my l aundry. She rarely did any of the 

7 children's, and occasionally I would wind up even doing hers. 

8 I fixed a great deal of the mea l s . At one point i n our 

9 marri age I did not fix all the meals . When we were living 

10 in Minneapolis , she did almost all of the cooking . She did 

11 a great deal of it when we moved back to, to Washington , to 

12 the Washington area . But after about a third or halfway 

13 through the pregnancy with John , she just stopped doing at 

14 all, and by the time that we were s e parated she did nothing , 

15 essentially. 

16 Q. Who did the cle aning of the house? 

17 A. I did a great d e al of it. I am not a good h o us e -

18 keep e r. · I don ' t like to do it ve ry much . I t hink it ' s a 

19 not a fun job. 

20 Q. How about cooking? 

21 A. We ll, I don't mind cooking. I quite frankly would 

22 prefer to come home to a hot meal rathe r than come home and 

23 pull out the pans and start cooking myself . But there were 

24 times when she was as capable of it and I would have b e en 

25 quite happy for her to cook the meal, but I did while she sat 
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upstairs and had a beer and did her fingernails . 

2 Q. Mr . Rochel l e, during ... 

3 MR . SHAPIRO : Your Honor, may I, may I ask could we 

4 t ake a brief break? (Short recess was taken . ) 
I 

I 
5 THE COURT: ... while I ' m thinking about it . It ' s l 
6 abou t your wife . Maybe she could answer the question late r. I 
7 But your wife had been married prior to the time she married 

8 you? 

9 A. Yes, she was , sir . 

10 Q. Judge , could I just take a moment and go through 

11 my notes and see i f I can ' t . . . 

12 THE COURT: Go ahead, Mrs . Carl berg. Whatever you 

13 think is important , let ' s get it in the record. 

14 Q . Mr . Rochelle , was, we re either of the children 

15 having bed-wetting probl ems? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A. No . Neither of the children had a bed-wetting 

probl em. 

Q. And can you tell me whethe r or not the y ha ve had , 

a problem since Mrs . Roche lle brought the child r en down he r e, 

A. Wel l , John had a bed-wetting probl e m when I I 
brought him home for Christmas. And according to the study I 
that wa s performe d do'vV!1 here, Carl also has devel o p e d a b e d- i 
wetting problem since then. But Carl had never had .. . neither' 

24 had John. I was amazed when John was, was toilet trained, 

25 he never wet the bed. And h e had gone for a couple o f years 
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without wetting the bed. 

2 Q. Mr. Rochelle, did there come a time when you 

3 l earned about your wife's relationship to a Dr. Wiseberg? 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And what was that? Tell us briefl y. 

6 A. She came to me and told me one day , after we were 

7 s eparated, that she had been having s exual relations with 

a Dr. Wise berg. 

9 Q. Had you been going to him for marriage counseling? 

10 A. Yes , I had . 

11 Q. And so this was a time when you were having mar-

12 riage counseling and you and Mrs. Rochelle were still marrie . 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. What, what else did she say? 

15 A. Wel l , she gave me a great deal of detail about it 

16 because I realized, she realize d, and I guess I .realized too, 
I 

that it was pretty serious business , and she gave me an awfu~ 

lot of details about her relationship with the idea in mind I. 
17 

18 

19 of instituting a suit against Dr . Wiseberg.· So she ex-

20 plained times and places, and I don ' t r emember dates , but 

21 instance like the Pentagon Motel where they have water beds 

22 and blue movies , and she was trying to get the receipt from 

23 the Pentagon Motel and couldn't get it. The time, I think, 

24 they went d own to Washington , Virginia, together and looked 

25 at antiques and ... 

I 
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Q. Did they ever go to Atlanta, Geo rgia? 

2 A. They went to Atlanta, Georgia, to a psychiatrists' 

3 association convention together. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

12 

Q. And what period of time are we talking about? 

A. We are talking about the period of time between 

January of '78 and June of '78. I think they broke off the 

relationship within thirty days after she moved out the last I 
I 
I 

time. • 

Q. Did she ever •.• strike that. Was she ever late 

A. She never told me that she had b een . . . she told me 

I. . '. ) • 

13 she was at the office doing work. She told me she was shop-

14 ping. We even hired a babysitter on the weekend so that she 

15 could go shopping, which she later told me was, those 

16 instances she had been with Dr. Wiseberg rather than shop-

17 ping. I 

18 Q. Did she tell yo u at, late r that the reason she had , 
I 
I 

19 

20 

· I 

! 
been working late or saying that she h ad to work l ate , and 

that she was having the affair with Dr. Wiseberg? 
I 

21 A. Yes. She told me that that was , those we re, the 

22 times that she was staying late s h e was having an affair 

23 with him. 

24 Q. You heard Mr. Sanders t est ify with regard to your 

25 schedule and your work, Mr. Rochel l e . Can you, can you say 
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anything about your work schedule that Mr. Sanders did not 

2 testify to? Have you ... 

3 A. I have an extremely good job. I manage to work 

4 about, on an average, around twenty-five hours a week, and I 

5 make a rather good living for working about twenty-five 

6 hours a week. On occasion .•• 

7 Q. Now, have you been able in the past to adjust your 

a schedule for the children in order to go to school confer-

9 ences and to go, and to pick them up at school or to take 

10 them ~o the doctor--those kinds of things? 

11 A. I've never had any problem. One reason, I'm 

12 available until almost 2 :00 every day, and with rare e xcep-

13 tions I am out at 6:00 o'clock every evening Monday through 

14 Friday. And if there was a parent-teachers conference in 

15 the evening, I could just most of the time , even if I had a 

16 late feed, I could l eave and take care of that and then come 

17 back later on. And, or I could make arrangements with Mr . 

18 Sanders, or another 'gentleman who also works, ei the·r on a 

19 professional basis or a personal basis, to cove r for me. 

20 Q. Was there a time during your marriage to Mr s . 

21 Rochelle that you were unemployed, and how l ong was that? 

22 A. I was unemployed briefly during the summer before 

23 and I have to refer to my resume to give you the year. The 

24 sununer that ... I quit KMSP Television in Minneapolis, Minne-

25 sota. I had been there two and a half years. It was the 
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289 

I 

I 
I 
I 
1 · 

I 

:. ) .. 



Carl Rochell e - Direct (Ca rlberg) 

sununer of 1973. I had been there two and a half y e ars. I 

2 saw the job was going nowhere. A raise wasn't in the offing 

3 and I thought it was a dead-end job. I sat down with her 

4 and we talked about it and decided that it would be all righl 

5 to quit and come back and look ·for a job. And we agr e e d at i 
I 
I 

6 that time to stay with her parents until I found a job. I I 
' i 

7 had five thousand dollars in a savings account, and I f igureq 
I 

a we could live off of that . And so we came down to Ferrum, 

9 and we stayed up on the mountain in the house her father 

10 owned and put our furniture in the storage area . And while 

11 I, I looked for a job through the swnmer, and wh en I wasn't 

12 looking for a job I had a chain saw out in the woods with 

13 Lester Peters cutting down trees. So I didn't, you know , I 

14 wasn't completely sponging off of him . 

15 Q. What did Mrs. Rochelle tell you or describe her 

16 relationship with her parents. 

17 A. She didn't have to de scribe her relationsh i p with 

18 her parents . I witnessed ... sh~ and her p arents we r e ... I h a d 

19 neve r see n people who cla s hed more . The y constan tly f o ugh t, 

20 both mother and father, and . . . 

21 Q. Did they ever . .. did the y ever fight in the 

22 prese nce of your childre n? 

23 A. He r parents a r gued in the presence of the children 

24 with each other, and she argue d with her mo ther i n the pre s -

25 ence . .. she didn't argue too much with he r f a ther in, t hat I 
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saw. She did argue with her mother, and it r eached some 

2 fairly high decibel levels. 

3 Q. What was her attitude, or what did she do with 

4 regard to bringing the children down here to see the, her 

5 parents? 

6 A. Well, for .•• in the beginning we would bring them 

7 down in the summer. They would spend a couple of weeks with 

s my mother and a couple of weeks with her parents, and we 

9 sort of ..• 

10 Q. What years were these? 

11 A. Those were the years when we were living together, 

12 and even the first year we separated, I, in '77, I brought 

13 the children down, and in fact, I think she may have brought 

14 them down a time or two. 

15 Q. What happened after that? 

16 A. In ... she kept ... her relations kept deteriorating 

17 with her parents, and in, .in De cember of '78 her parents 

18 came up for Christmas to my place--that was when she had 

19 moved back in--and my mother c a me up, and we had Christmas 

20 together with all, al l of the immediate family and the chil-

21 dren , and after that, she swore that she would not allow her 

22 parents to see the chi l dren again, period . And she would 

23 not let me take the m down. I even asked her during the sum-

24 mertime when the children stayed a double amount with my 

25 mother because they normally would have spent that other tim 
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with Pearl and Lester. I said, you know, "Let me just take 

2 them down for a couple of days and I'll stay with them." 

3 "No, sir. If you take them down, I'm taking them away from 

4 you." 

5 MR . SHAPIRO: When are we talking about now? 

6 A. 
.I 

We are talking about the sununer of '78, the sununer · 

7 of '78. 

8 MR. SHAPIRO: Last sununer? 

9 A. Last sununer. 

10 Q. How did Mrs. Rochelle treat the children, Mr. 

i 

I 
i 
I 
I 

did I 11 Rochelle? Give us ..• you heard your mother testify . How 

12 Mrs. Rochelle treat the children? 

13 A. Sometimes she treated them good, and s ometi mes she 

14 treated them bad . She could be warm and l oving to them. 

15 She could also scream at the top of her lungs at them in 

16 some language that I would not use in front of a sailor . 

17 Q. What kind of language did she use in front of the 

18 children? 

19 A. Rather, I'd rather not. 

20 MR. SHAPIRO: Can we, can we determine when? 

21 A. When? On numerous occasions . 

22 Q. All right. What ye ar? 

23 A. 19 .. . without going too far back, '76, '77 and '78 . 

24 Q. Tell the Judge the words that she used in front of 

25 the children, and what she called them . 
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A. I have heard ... well, one instance I have heard her 

2 scream at John all the way across the room, "You goddaron 

3 mother fucking little bastard, if you don't shut your qoddam 

4 mouth , I' 11 come over and slap your fucking thr oat dow1 1." 

5 And I ... 
: 

6 Q. Did she ..• 

7 A. I have heard that. I have heard her call him 

a names. She'd get on the telephone to me sometimes and just 

g call me every kind of S.O.B. that lived, and the children 

10 were standing right in the room with her liste ning to every 

11 word of it. 

12 Q. How often did she yell and use this language at 

13 the children? 

14 A. In the l ater period ... 

15 Q. Now , what is the "late r period? " 

16 A. All right. In the years from the time that right 

17 before, I would say .. . well, l et ' s limit i t to say, .from 

18 De cember of '78 on . 

19 Q. De c e mbe r of ' 78? 

20 A. I , I'm sorry. No. De c e mbe r of ' 77, the y ear of 

21 '78 , the y ear that we we r e toge ther for six months. It got 

22 worse in that period . She did it more ... she d id it some in 

23 the earlier years b e fore we s eparate d the last time. 

24 Q. All right now , wha t do you mean by "more " ? Give 

25 us an ide a of the frequency. 
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A. Well, it was more often, and the language b e came 

2 more and more graphic and more and more, more, ·almost, she 

3 could hardly discipline them. 

4 Q. How often per week? 

5 A. Every time she was with them, a nd she was with the m 

I 6 during the period when she moved back in in De cembe r unt i l, 

7 until the middle of June. She was with the m at some portion 

a of the day, not every day, because she, she didn't s e e t h em 

g every day. Some mornings she was at work before the y got 

10 up, and she didn't get home until after they _got to bed. 

11 But day s that she saw them, she r e gularly used such language 

12 around them, and that's what she used to discipline them. 

13 She screamed and shouted at them. And some times it'd make 

14 my blood run cold. And even without the profanity, it 

15 still, it's an awful lot to scream at a child at the top of 

16 your lungs. God Almighty, I couldn't take it, and I don't 

17 know how the childre n did. 

18 Q. 
i 

All right. Did she e ve r threate n to kill t h e ch il l 

19 d ::-en? 

20 A. 

I 
I 
I 

Yes, she did. Tha t is, that is a matter of r e cord I 
21 for a pre vio us h e aring. 

22 Q. Let me ask you. 

23 MR . SHAPIRO: We ll, I wa sn't at the p revious h earing. 

24 A. Wo uld y ou like , wo uld you like t o hear it? 

25 MR. SHAPIRO: If I may . 
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Q. Does the Judge want us to go into that? 

MR. SHAPIRO: Yeah, I haven't had the ••• 

THE COURT: Mr. Shapiro needs to know about it. Go 

ahead and (1-2 words) the time and place. Okay? 

A. Okay. This was the day, on or about the day that, 

the day we separated for the first ... the day she left, and 

that would be in, it must have been around October or 

8 November of 1 76. We had been out to . .• we left to go out and 

9 look at furniture. And I tried to take a shortcut. She 

10 started screaming and shouting and accusing me of not wantin 

11 to go at all. And I said, "No. I was just trying to take a 

12 shortcut, 11 and she became verbally abusive to me. And she 

13 wanted to go home, and I started for h ome in the car. And 

14 as I was driving down--I don't know the name o f the street 

15 now, but as I was driving on the way h ome, she r e ached over 

16 and opene d the car door and tried to jump out, the car 

17 going about thirty-five or forty mil e s an hour . And I 

18 reached over and grabbe d h er by t he arm and pulled he r in, 

19 and pulled the car over to the side o f t he road and stopped 

20 it. And she was screaming a nd incoherent . And then she 

21 settled down. And she s aid, "Will you give me custody o f 

22 the childre n?" And I said, "No . I'm not go ing to g ive you 

23 custody of the children. I want the chi l dren too . I don't 

24 want to not be with the c hildren." And she said , 11 I ' 11 kill 

25 them before I' 11 l et you ha ve them . 11 And I said, "You will 

·---------~ 
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kill John and Carl?" And she said, "Yes! I'll kill them 

2 before I let you have them." And I hit her on the arm. 

3 Q. Did she ever threaten to take the children away 

4 from you? 

5 A. That was, that was a c onstant threat through all 

6 of the time that I had them. It was .•. 

7 Q. How many times would you say a week di d she 

8 threaten to take the children away from you, say from 1 97 7 

g until she t ook them? 

10 A. I, I couldn't bre ak it down on a weekly basis. It 

11 came down to, "If you do this ..• if you don't do this, I will 

12 take t he children away from you." Even to the extent of, of 

13 ••• at l e ast part of the decision to move from Thirty-Sixth 

14 Street to Thirty-Ninth Street, I was sort of wavering 

15 between whether to move or not . I didn 't think the neighbor 

16 hood was the very best . It wasn't the very wors t either . . 

17 But I was told, 11 If you don ' t move, I will take the children 

18 away from you . " And quite f r ankly , I was a f raid o f going 

19 to court in a custody fight b e cause I know how they u s ually 

20 come out. And I, I bowed to "I' 11 take the children awa y 

21 f rom you 11 an awful lot of times . 

22 Q. At the time that you had Carl , was, was he e ver 

23 taken to the doctor for fatigue? 

24 A. No . 

25 Mr. Rochelle , did you l earn that s i nce Mrs . Rochell e. 

I 

Q. 

---·-- ----
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brought the children down here that Carl has been under a 

2 doctor's care for fatigue? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. And when was that? 

5 A. I'm not sure of the date of the bill. I b e gan to 

6 get bills in the mail. 

7 Q. Have you paid all of the doctor bills that Mrs. 

8 Rochelle has had the doctors down here in this area send to 

9 you? 

10 A. All except one that she instituted a set· of, of 

11 allergy tests, and .•. 

12 Q. Now, I show you this letter of May 30th, 1979, 

13 from Dr. Pierce. In the third paragraph can you tell us 

14 what Dr. Pierce wrote to you? 

15 MR. SHAPIRO: Your Honor, that speaks for itself. 

16 Q. I'd like to have it on the record if you don't 

17 mind, your Honor, but I will introduce it. 

18 MR. SHAPIRO: Are you going to introduce it? 

19 Q. Yes. As exhibit number eleven. 

20 THE COURT: You're going to make it exhibit ... and I 

21 will, I am reading the letter at the present time. 

22 Q. Okay. Thank you, Judge. Now, Mr. Rochelle, durin 

23 the time of 1978, did you pay money to your wife and pay 

24 debts , that during the time that you were separated? After 

25 she left in '78? 
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A. Yes, I did. 

2 Q. I would like ... this is 1978 money to wife ..• 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: '78 money to wife? 

4 Q. It's, the tab is "1978 money to wife." 

5 MR. SHAPIRO: Oh, okay. 

6 Q. I'd like to have you go through those documents 

7 and tell us what they are. 

8 A. All right . 

9 Q. Did you pay this bill that's on top? 

10 A. I have paid all of the bills. The bill that is 

11 on top was actually incurred while we were still living 

12 together, and she told me that she needed to buy some 

13 clothes to go to a, the psychiatrists' convention in Atlanta 

14 with Dr. Wiseberg. And she had the money, but she didn't 

15 want to use it right then and would I ·1et her use a credit 

16 card .. . 

17 Q. Let me ask you, Mr . Rochelle . During the times 

18 that Mrs. Rochelle worked ... 

19 MR . SHAPIRO: We ll, he was about to finish up the .. . 

20 Q. Oh, I'm sorry. I, I .. . go ahead and finish, Mr. 

21 Rochelle. 

22 MR. SHAPIRO: She had some money, you said . 

23 A. She said she had some money and that she wou ld pay 

24 the charge card off if I would let her use it, and I gave 

25 her the charge card. And it had a six hundred dollar limit 
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on it, and it was charged up. And she did pay fifty dollars 

2 of it. I paid the rest of it. 

3 MR. SHAPIRO: She paid fifty back, and you paid the 

4 rest of it. 

s A. She paid fifty back to me, and I paid the rest of 

2t; 3 . 

J .. 
6 it. '; 

7 Q. During the time that Mrs. Rochelle worked during 

B your marriage, did she contribute her salary to the running 

9 of the house? 

10 A. Practically none of it. 

11 Q. Did she contribute . any of her salary toward the 

12 care of the children, for the babysitter? 

13 A. No. I always paid the babysitter. She occasional 

14 ly would pay a bill, like if she picke d up the babysitter 

15 for a movie or something like that and it was five or six 

16 dollars, sometimes she would pay it out of h ers, but any 

17 major expenses I paid them all. She had complete use of her 

18 own, of the money that she made · outside the family i ncome . 

19 Q. And the se othe r amounts , wha t do these checks 

20 represent on page three? 

21 A. Well, all right. There are, some of them are ... we 

22 had negotiated an agreement with a psychologist 's assistant, , 

23 Dr. Brad Blanton, and part of the agreement was that I would 

24 give her five hundred dollars, and I would pay her a hundred 

25 and fifty dollars a month, and she would have the children 
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two .days a week and two weekends a month. And part of this 

2 is part of the money that I gave her as part of that a~ree-

3 ment. And the n she reneged on that agreement, and we tri e d 

4 to negotiate another agreement with a, a Matthew Black in 

5 Mrs. Carlberg 1 s office . 

6 Q. All right. That was her other, the second attor-

7 ney . 

8 A. That was her, another attorney. And, and as a 

g process of that negotiation, I gave her more which are marke 

10 additional child support. And then the latter of these 

11 checks are the money that I have been sending as ordered by 

12 the Court, and I have cashed checks for all of those. Oh, 

13 all right. The re is one bi11 · on .. . the pages are not num-

14 bered . I suppose it 1 s on the fourth ... 

15 Q. Fifth page. 

16 A. From Pohanker Oldsmobi l e ... 

17 Q. What's the date of that? 

18 A. The date o f that is 10- 20-78, so that puts it ... 

19 what is that? August , September , October .. ;it 1 s, actually 

20 it ' s a few days b efore she took the children . It was while 

21 she had . . . we were not having the best of relations, but she, 

22 her car was , was broken and was, f:ad something wrong with 

23 it, and she had to take it to Pohanker Oldsmobile, and she 

24 said she needed the car. And I didn't have the money at 

25 that time , but I did take a charge card and paid it for h e r . 
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And I also paid that off. I, so I ... and the rest of these 

2 are just additional copies of checks that the Court is aware 

3 that those checks have been, have been sent to her. 

4 Q. I wo~ld like to introduce those as exhibit t welve, 

5 your Honor. 

6 THE COURT: All right. 

7 Q. Mr. Rochelle, what plans did you. · .. strike that. 

a Do you want custody of your children? 

9 A. Yes, I do want custody of my children. 

10 Q. And can you tell me why you feel that you are more 

11 fit to have the children than Mrs. Rochelle? 

12 A. Well, I have a, I have a rather stable life styl e . 

13 I try to maintain a stable life style. I think that the 

14 educational and cultural opportunities would be good where 

15 I live , not that they aren't acceptable here, but I think 

16 they would be good there. I think that I can offer them 

17 input as a father. I dealt with them wh e n they were there . 

18 We played. . I gave them speci fic input in mechanical skills 

19 and athletic skills and things that a father can, and only 

20 a father can relate to, to a child with, and not that the y 

21 don't need input from their mother too. But I think the 

22 quality o f the parental input that I was giving them was 

23 just, I think it was bette r. 

24 Q. Do you feel fear for the emotional stabi lity of 

25 your children if they are l e ft with Mrs. Rochelle? 

' - -··---·- - -- __ _. 
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A. Yes, I do. 

2 Q. And can you tell us why? 

3 A. Well, from my own personal experience, her method 

4 of dealing with situations. I, the screaming and shouting 

5 you down when you don't agree and the verbal abuses she sub-

6 jects you to is enough to drive almost anyone out of their 

1 mind after a while, and I had a great deal .•. I'm usually a 

8 very relaxed person, and I had a great deal of difficulty 

g dealing with it particularly in the later stages. It was 

10 almost more than you could take. I don't see how a child ca 

11 stand it and grow up without some warping in his developme nt. 

· 12 I really don 1 t. 

13 (Portion not recorded ) 

14 A. ... to stay in the evening if I have to work late . 

15 If I don't have to work late, the person can go home, and I 

16 will s ee to their ... feeding and caring . 

17 Q. What are your plans for their schooling? 

18 A. I would like to continue them in private school, 

19 but I ... I read the report that Mrs . Riesenma n said, and I 

20 think I would l _ike to talk to a counselor about where , what 

21 private school they should go to if they should continue. I 

22 don 't have any doubt about John should probably continue at 

23 Montessori until h e is old enough to go either i n public 

24 school or a private school. But I would b e willing to send 

25 them t o private school, but I think I would like to talk to 
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i a specialist about it and get some information on it, because 

2 

3 

4 

Arlington public schools are among the best in the country, 

and they are, are extremely high rated and they have extreme-i 

ly good schools in that area. And a lot of people live in I 
5 Arlington just for that reason. And perhaps the public 

6 schools in Arlington are the answer. Perhaps it should be 

7 not Georgetown Day but some other private school. 

8 Q. Are both the children eligible to return to the 

9 schools which they were in for last year if you so choose? 

10 A. To the best of my knowledge. I, I would probably 

11 need to explain the circumstances. I did explain them ini-

12 tially to, as I knew them, to the people at Ge orgetown Day 

13 and later to the people at Montessori. I called them and 

14 told them what I knew of the case at the time and told them 

15 as far as I knew the children would not be back. I had 

16 hoped to bring them back but it would be a while. And I 

-
17 assumed that that would not prejudice their, their going 

18 back. 

19 Q. Those are all the questi ons I have, Judge. Thank 

20 you. 

21 THE COURT: Cross-examination, Mr. Sha piro? 

22 CROSS-EXAMI NA'rION 

23 BY MR. SHAPIRO: 

24 Q. Mr. Rochelle, you're not, you're not advising the 

25 Court that you have any particular problem with extramarital 
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relations, a~e you, sir? 

2 A. Pr~blem with extramarital relations? 

3 Q. Yes. 

4 A. No, I don 't have any problem ... 

5 Q. From a moral point of view. 

6 A. I beg your pardon? 

7 Q. From a moral point of view . 

8 A. I'm a rather tolerant individual. 

9 Q. You engag ed in one with Mrs. Rochelle before you 

10 got marri e d, didn't you? 

11 A. That's exactly corr ect , sir. I did not , I did 

12 not want ... no, well ... don't want to get into that . 

13 Q. Your counsel has introduced a n exhibit r egarding 

14 credit card use . You're not indicating to the Court that yo 

15 spent a hundred and seventy-some dollars on yourself during 

16 that entire period of time, are you? 

17 A. I used the credit cards for a hundred and seventy-

18 some dollars. I did spend money . I paid for lunch when l 

19 ate downtown. I ... 

20 Q. Several ways to spend money , isn 't it? There ' s 

21 credit cards, there's checks, there's cash. You didn't use 

22 the credit cards, but you used cash, checks and other forms 

23 of spending for purchas i ng, didn't you? 

24 A. No , sir . 

25 Q. You did not? 

/. 1.8 . 

I 
I 
I 
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A. If you'd like for me to ... I was trying to explain 

2 it. 

3 Q. All right, sir. 

4 A. I made very few personal purchases during that 

5 period. I did need money for gas for my car and to pay 

6 insurance and pay the rent on the house and to buy groceries 

7 and things like that, and, yes, I wrote checks for them. 

a No, I did not make a great number of personal purchases in 

g that period. 

10 Q. Well, you made some p orsonal purchases that don't 

11 appear on this exhibit. 

12 A. A few. 

13 Q. A f ew? 

14 A. A f ew. 

15 Q. Did you buy any clothes? You wear a coat? 

16 A. I bought two pairs of pants . Connie picked them 

17 up for me from Lord & Taylor's. They cost fifteen dollars, 

18 they're made out of cotton, and they're junk. 

19 Q. During that whole period of time? 

20 A. Yes, sir. 

21 Q. No suits. 

22 A. No, sir. 

23 Q. No ties. 

24 A. No, sir. 

25 Q. No shirts. 

I 
-· --- -------- __ _J 
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A. No , sir. 

2 Q. No socks. 

3 A . No, sir. 

4 Q. Do you have to wear a coat and tie to work? 

5 A. I didn ' t in that period . 

6 Q. Do you shop at Rawleigh's? 

7 A . Now. 

8 Q. Now? 

9 A. Now. Now that I've gotten the debts paid off and 

1o have a little b i t of money to buy some clothes with, yes, I 

11 shop at Rawleigh's . 

12 Q. But you didn't buy, you didn't s hop the re t hen? 

13 A. No , sir, I did not . My wife did. And there are 

14 some charge ca rds and a set of credit cards where s he had 

15 purchases at Rawleigh's . 

16 Q . How long before did she have us e of your cre.dit 

17 cards? 

18 ·A. From the time we were married . 

19 Q. Why didn ' t you cut her off? 

20 A. It ' s easier said than done . 

21 Q. I don't think that answered it . 

22 A. All right, sir . I sat do\m with h e r and asked her 

23 would she please not spend , not use the credit cards because 

24 we didn ' t have the money to pay all o f the b i lls, and she 

25 would say ..• 
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Q. Why didn't you cut her off? 

2 A. Because she told me she would not spend anymore , 

3 that she would stop spending. 

4 Q. How long were you married? 

5 A. Well, we lived together about seven years ... before 

6 we separated. 

7 Q. Did she have the use of your credit cards that 

B entire period of time? 

9 A. Yes, sir. 

10 Q. And this was a continuing problem throughout the 

11 course of the marriage? 

12 A. No, sir . No . 

13 Q. When did it start? 

14 A. It started, it began to accelerate in the period 

15 where she b egan to do less and less around the house and more 

16 and more in the shopping centers with the credit cards. 

17 Q. Was it around with her ... was it at the time of her 

18 pregnancy with her second child, which was when? 

19 A. 1974 . 

20 Q . I 74 . 

21 A. It began to accelerate . 

22 Q. '74, '75, '76, ' 77 , ' 78 s he had use of your credit 

23 cards. 

24 A. She didn't have use of my credit cards during 1977 

25 b ecause one of the agreements when we separated was that she 

'---- ---- -------·-- ----··-- ---------
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would not use the credit cards anymore. 

2 Q. She didn 't u se your credit cards during ' 77. '74, 

3 '75, '76, '78. Correct? 

4 A. She used one credit card in 1978 to buy some out-

5 fits to wear down to Atlanta with Dr. Wise b e rg. 
I 

' 6 Q. She was working for Dr . Wiseberg then, was she not~ 

7 A. She was also sleeping with him. 

8 Q. She was his secretary, and you k new that, didn't 

9 you? 

10 A. I did not know that she was sleeping with him . 

11 Q. You knew she was working f or him and employed by 

12 him, did you not, sir? 

13 A. Yes, sir, I knew that she was working for him and 

14 empl oyed by him. 

15 Q. That she we nt with him in the capaci t y of an 

16 employee . 

17 A. That's not what she told me later . 

18 Q. '74, '75, '76 and '78, except f o r t he ... 

19 · A. I'm sorry, sir. I don' t unde rstand the point 

20 you're trying to make. 

21 Q. Yes, sir. The point I'm t rying to make is that 

22 you said that this was , the credit was a c ont i nuing p r oblem 

23 wi t h you ... 

24 A. With her, not me . 

25 Q . With her. 
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A. Yes. 

2 Q. With your credit cards. 

3 A. Yes, sir . 

4 Q. '74, '75, 1 76 and part of '78 on one credit card . 

5 A. One credit card. 

6 Q. And you 1 ve also testified that you sat down and 

7 you, she explained to you that she'd quit, she'd, would not 

a charge, that she would do better , and she did not, did she? 

9 A. No, she did not. 

10 Q. Well, why didn't you cut up her credit card or 

11 extinguish her use of your credit from '74 through '78? 

12 A. It was, it was our credit, sir. We were a, we 

13 were a married couple. 

14 Q. You did nothing. 

15 A. I tried. 

16 Q. Now , when did Mrs. Rochelle become a bad mother? 

17 A. I beg your pardon? 

18 Q. vlhen did she become a bad mother? 

19 A. Define "bad mother" for me , p l ease . 

20 Q. You define it. 

21 A. No , you define it, you're asking me. 

22 Q. You testi ... 

23 THE COURT: Wait a minute , g e ntlemen. Let ' s don't 

24 argue at this . Mr .... 

25 A. I'm sorry, sir . I .•. 
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THE COURT: Use a d iffe r ent term, Mr. Shapiro. When 

2 did she ... 

3 Q. Yes, sir. When did she begin to exhibit those 

4 behavioral aspects that you have testified today which 

5 caused h er to be unfit in your opinion? 

6 A. The first shot that I got was when John was three 

7 months old and lying in ... I'm sorry . Carl was three months 

8 old and lying in a cradle in the living room, and we were 

9 lying in the bedr oom , and Carl was crying, and she said , "I 

10 wish the goddamn little son of a bitch had ne ver been born." 

11 That's the first time that bothered me . And ... 

12 Q. She said that, that ... that was spontaneous and 

13 without r e ference to anything else that was going on . 

14 A. Yes, sir. I told you he was crying . That was 

15 going on . 

16 Q. So , from the t ime that the , t hat your first child 

17 was an infant , she e xhibited b e havior which you f e lt wa s 

18 inconsiste nt with b e ing a fit a nd p r oper mo t her. 

19 A. No , sir, I didn ' t s ay that. 

20 Q. Oh , I thought you did. I ' m sor ry. 

21 A. I said that was the first time it ma nifested 

22 itself, the first time I s a w s ome thing that bothe r e d me . I 

23 tried to make plain b e fore that s h e was no t alwa ys a bad 

24 mother. At time s she was very loving and ve ry caring for 

25 the children, and she enjoye d b e i ng with them and they 
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enjoyed being with her. 

2 Q. I ' m mistaken then . And your position here today 

3 is not that she's unfit to properly care for . your children? 

4 A. Do that again. 

5 Q. Do it again? 

6 A. Yes, repeat your question please , sir. 

7 Q. Al l right, sir . . Is it your position today that 

s Connie Rochelle is not an unfit mother to properly take care 

9 of the two children? 

10 A. I have never r eally gone to this Court and said 

11 that Connie was a n unfit mother . What I have said is that I 

12 fe l t that I was t he more qualified parent . 

13 Q. So your position is not that she's unfit. 

14 MR . MELESCO: That's for the Court to decide . 

15 A. That ' s for the Court to decide and not me . 

16 Q. I'm talking about his position . 

17 A. Well , I gave you my position , sir . 

18 Q. Your position is that she's not unfit . 

19 A . My . . • 

20 MRS. CARLBERG: Judge, I object to counsel arguing 
I 

21 with my wit- , with Mr. Rochelle. He's asking for conclusions j 

22 of law . I 
23 THE COURT : Mr . Shapiro, both of the se partie s h ave 

24 asked for custody of these childre n based on certain allega-

25 tions, both pro and con, so I ( 1-2 words ) that . . . if you can 

-------·-
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deal in specifics . .• 

2 Q. During most of your marriage, would it be fair to 

3 say that Mrs. Rochelle worked for some period of time, 

4 either full-time or part-time? 

5 A. She worked for part of the ~arriage . She was, she 

6 did not work ... she was not gainfully employed for the whole 

7 marriage . She did do, she worked for the United Nations 

a Association in Minnesota. She was involved in personal 

9 things . She took a college course when she was there . She 

10 didn't work in gainful employment all the time, but she was 

11 not cooped up in the house all the time either . She did 

12 start work for, before we were separated, and I don't remem-

13 ber the exact date . She decided she wanted to go to work. 

14 I said ••• 

15 THE COURT: Mr. Roc helle ? 

16 A. Sir. 

17 THE COURT : Tell you s ome thing. You've got a plane 

to catch at what time, nine some thing? 

19 A. At 9:14. 

20 THE COURT: His answe r calls for a y e s or no answer. 

21 Now, if you keep this up, we're going to be ... I'm going ... 

22 A. Okay, okay. 

23 THE COURT: Till 10:00 or 11:00 o'clock now. 

24 A. I'm sorry. Would you repeat and I'll try to give 

25 you . . • I' 11 try to pick up where I was . 
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Q. All right. Well, could I just l ead you and say 

2 that for part of the marriage she worked full-time or part-

3 time. 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. And part of the marriage she did not . 

6 A. Yes, that's fine. 

7 Q. Did you want her to work? 

8 A. At the beginning of the marriage, I did not. 

9 Q. For how l ong did you not want her to work? 

10 A. Probably about the first t hree years. 

1, Q. First three years. At wha t point and time did you 

12 want her to work? 

13 A. Well, we discussed i t a nd, and she felt like it 

14 would be good. She f e lt like she was l osing touch by stay-

15 ing in the house, a nd ... 

16 Q. She wante d to work , you're saying. 

17 A. She wanted to work, and I agreed to it. 

18 Q. Now, how much did she make ? Average , during the 

19 t i me that she worked? 

20 A. I rare l y saw her pay checks. I, I saw the tax 

21 f orms at the end of the year . She worked ..• the first year 

22 she only worked part of a year . I think she made six or 

23 eight hundred dollars. The next y ea r she ma de around seven 

24 or eight thousand dollars . And I think it was around, some-

25 wher e around seven or eight thousand dollars the next ye ar. 
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-1 
And I'm not sure what she did l ast y ear. 

Q. And you say you never saw any of her money. 

A. I rare ly saw a n y of that money. 

Q. Wha t do you mean 11 ra rel y? 11 

A. Well, occasionally she would deposit a hundred or 

a hundred and fifty dollars in the bank, and then she would 

usually draw it back out within a week or so, for personal 
1 

I 
purchases or ... she would come and say , "Well , I put a hundred 

and fifty dollars in . Let me have twenty-five dollars b e - I 
cause I need s ome money. 11 And I would give her twenty-five I 

11 dollars cash. 

12 Q. You feel like the amount of money that she spe nt 

13 o n herself was out of line with the income that this family 

14 was produc ing. 

15 A. Sir, t h ere was no money l e ft . Rar-, there was 

16 very li t tle money lef t over for the rest of us. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Now, you had your children in private school s 

during t h e l atter part of this, the time you lived together ? 

A. 

school. 

I borrowed money ... yes , I had the m i n private 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Q. Whe n you move d in June of '78 , t his is the period , ! 

a period of time when you have testified you were financial- I 
l y st rappe d by virtue of your wife ' s spendi ng habits . 

of ' 78? 

I 
June I 

I 
A. I haven't testified that I wa s financ i ally strappe, 
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in June of '78. 

2 Q. You didn't? 

3 A. No, sir. 

4 Q. You didn't say you had approximately six thousand 

5 dollars in debt at that time? 

6 A. I said that ... no, I did not. 

7 Q. Well, when did you have six thousand dollars in 

B debt? 

9 A. I had six thousand dollars in debts when , in the 

10 period after, on and about the time she separated from me 

11 the first time. I was paying them off over a period of time, 

' 12 and I finally paid them all off in that year, in '78. 

13 Q. Well, in June of '78 you had had, you had them 

14 paid off. 

15 A. I had them paid off in June of ' 78 . 

16 Q. Do you feel that Mrs. Rochelle's income potential 

17 by . virtue of her education, background and training is sub-

18 stantial? He r e arning ·capacity. 

19 A. I don't know how to answer that. I, I know she 

20 has had j obs where she was making twelve thousand dollars a 

21 year. That's not a t e rribly bad income for high school 

22 education. 

23 Q. Wa s this during the time she was making e ight 

24 thousand and seven thousand tha t you' ve testified? 

25 A. She didn't stay with the job long enough to make a 

315 

- - - - - - -



whol e year's salary. 

2 Q. Oh, I see . So, she had a twelve thousand dollar 

3 a year job that she did not maintain . 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, when you and your wife first separated, you 

entered into an agreement you testified. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you voluntarily gave custody of the children 

9 to your wife . 

10 

11 

12 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was this? 

A. I don 't have a copy o f the agreement in front of 

13 me. 

14 

15 

Q. Approximately. 

A . It was around November, November, Dece mber of .. . 

16 probably November of . '7 6 , I would guess . 

17 Q. Right . November of '76 . Both children had been 

m born at that time . 

19 

20 

21 

A. Of coursa . 

Q. Oh, they were. 

A. Of cou rse they had. How could I give her custody 

22 of the m if they hadn't? 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Well, it could be one we're talking about . 

A. Well , I 1.;asn' t never . .. 

Q. Oh, Mr . Rochelle . .. 

- --- - - - ------------ ---------' 
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THE COURT : .. . chi l dren in November of '76. 

2 Q. Both of them were born at that time . 

3 A . Yes . 

4 Q . Okay . And this was two y e ars or more after , 

5 you' ve testi f ied , Mrs. Rochelle had first manifested the se 

6 traits t hat you feel disqualify her from having custody of 

7 these children , or should . Is that correct? 

8 A. I ' m not . . . 

9 Q. You do not understand my question? 

10 A. I do not understand your question, no, sir. 

11 Q. You previous l y testifi ed that Mrs. Rochelle first 

12 de monstrate d to you atti tudes, b e havior inconsistent with 

13 r e aring chil dren . 

14 A. I, I think if you ' l l check, I . •• 

15 Q. First exhibited . 

16 A. Fi r s t exhibited . Well, if someone exhibits a 

17 little illness, you don't kil l them . You try to h ea l what ' s 

18 sick. You try to work it out . You try to make things. You 

19 try to work the family out and k eep the family together . 

20 THE COURT: .. . just a nswe r the question, Mr . Roch~lle. 

21 A. I ' m sorry . Ask the question again. 

22 Q. Was this time a t l east two to t hree years afte r , 

23 y ou've testified , Mrs. Rochelle first exhibi ted behavioral 

24 traits .•. 

25 A . Yes. 

---··-·------·- ··----
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I 

i 
i 

Q ••• • i nconsistent with chi l d rearing? i 

A. Yes . 

Q. Why then did you vol untarily through counsel enter 

an agreement , give this woman who is an unfit mother c u stody 

of t he children? 

MR . ME LESCO : I f i t p l ease the Court , I'd like for the 

7 recor d to po i nt out that the term , "unfit mother, 11 is his 

s term . 

9 THE COURT : The r ecord will s h ow t hat , Mr . Melesco , ana; 

10 e nte r ed o n cross-exami nati o n in hi s q uesti on posed . Go 

11 a h ead , Mr . Rochel l e . 

12 A. The reason that I agr eed , there were two basic 

13 r e asons . Nwnber one i s I sti ll l oved her and I still cared 

14 for h er , and I still wanted to try to k eep our marriage 

15 toge t her, and I thought t hat if I tr i ed to do this that 

16 things would settle down and we would g e t back together and 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

17 things would be all right. Nwnb e r two is that a man basical- ! 

18 ly has almost no chance of gaining cus tody of his ch i l dren 

19 in a court of law. You know that a nd I know that, and wi th 

20 no previous record but a break up of a marriage, you know 

21 and I know that, I wouldn ' t have gotten custody of the chil -

22 dren .. . a t t ha t point . Those are the two reasons, sir . 

23 Q. Mrs . Roche lle the n b ecame employed during that 

24 period of separation. 

25 A. She was employed whe n we s eparate d . 

I 
I 
I _ _____ __J 
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2 

Q. Okay. She was working during that period of time. 

A. Same thing. 

3 Q. And you and she worked out an agreement consis-

4 tent with your working and your schedule and her schedule, 

5 to take care of these children during this period of time . 

6 Is that correct? 

7 A. Not exactly. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

Well, you correct me. 

I correct you then. 

i 

I asked her ... she's complaine~ 
10 that she didn't have enough money to get by on. I've testi-

11 fied to this. If you'd like for me to repeat it, I will. 

12 Do you not recall that I've testified that she didn't ... 

13 Q. Yes, I recall what you said . Yes. 

14 A. Okay . Would you like for me to r epeat that? 

15 Q. Yeah , please. 

16 A. That's exactly what I'm going to repeat. She did 

17 not ... she said she didn't have enough money to get by on, 

18 she needed extra money. 

19 Q. Do you know what she ~as making during that period 

20 of time? 

21 A. I think she was making in the neighborhood of 

22 eight thousand dollars a year. 

23 Q. All right , s ir. 

24 A. She said she didn't have enough money to get by 

25 on, and I conceived an idea that would help me solve the 
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problem of a person to be sure there was someone always 

2 available to take care of the children. It would also pro-

3 vide an incentive for her to be with the children, and it 

4 would give her some money . And I thought it was a rathe r 

5 novel idea . 

6 Q. Well, I do too . 

7 A. I ' m glad . 

8 Q. And it worked. She spent time with the children . 

9 She had access to them. They had access to her . They had 

10 access to you. You didn't have to go out and hire some 

11 third party remo~e to the family, aBd she earned a little 

12 money. 

13 MRS . CARLBERG: Your Honor, I object to Mr . Shapiro 

14 testifying. I don't understand that . .. 

15 A. Sir, I ... 

16 THE COURT: . . . cross-examination, Mr . Shapiro said 

17 that he agreed for the same reasons that . . . 

18 A. I think . • . 

19 THE COURT: • . . Mr~ Rochelle indicate d . 

20 A. Ye ah . I think the record, record will show that 

21 up until the day that she took the children out of school and 

n left that I did my level best to try to see that she always 

23 had a chance to be with the childre n, s e e the childr en as 

24 much as she could. 

25 Q. I, I ' m not d e nying that. The point is that this 

.__ __________________ -
-- ·- - --- - - - - --·· - ·--
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was an agreeable arrangement during a period of separation 

2 that worked for both of you. Co rrect? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. The responsibility for the children was mine, and 

she made it plain in no uncertain terms that the responsi-

bility for the children was mine. She did not come over 
I 

every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday night. The fact of the i 

matter, there was a period of six months that I did not work i 
I 

a single night that she didn't come a single Wednesday, I 

agrJ 
I 

Thursdqy or Friday night. 

Q. Are you saying that this arrangement was not 

able and worked out between the two of you, or are you 
I 

saying 

that it is? 

THE COURT: He said it was agreeable, Mr . Shapiro. 

Q. Now , you ' v e t e stified that, t hat the kids didn 't 

15 spend any weekends with her. Is tha t correct? During that 

16 period of time? 

17 A. No, si~. If you recall, I testi f ied that they 

18 only spe nt one Saturday night with h e r du r ing the peri od . 

19 Q. Overnight . 

20 A. Ove rnight. 

21 Q. I'm sorry . Do you know whe r e she was living? 

22 A. Ye s, I know whe r e she was liv ing. 

23 Q. Did it, did it have accommodations for the t wo of 

24 them? Conve nie nt? 

25 A. She had an apartment in a house with thre e me n. 
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I 
Q. Are you s aying she live d with three me n during 

2 that period of time? 

3 A. There were three .. . ! don't know whether she l ived 

4 with them or not . . I 've no idea . 

5 Q. Okay. 

6 A. She lived in an apartment in a house . She had the 

7 ground floor, and three guys had the up floor . 

8 Q. Did you, were you in the apartment? 

9 A. I was never in. I was never invited in. I did 

io go to the house to pick up the children. 

1, Q. Do you know whether she had accommodations for the 

12 two children to spend the night with her? 

13 A. No , sir, I don 't. 

14 Q. Thank you . Now, you have stated to the welfare 

15 worker in northern Virginia that you felt like or f eel like 

16 Mrs . Roche lle was a hypochondriac. Is that c orrect? 

17 A. Yes, sir. 

18 Q. But you have also acknowledgee that she did have 

19 some l egitimate health problems during the per iod of time 

20 covered by your marriage . 

21 A. Yes , sir. 

22 Q. Was s he in the hospita l? Hos p i talized during the 

23 course of your marriage? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. For what? 
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2 Q. Okay. 

3 A. She had a fissurectomy. 

4 Q. A fissurectomy? 

5. A. Yes . 

6 Q. Okay . 

7 A. She had a umbi lical hernia. 

8 Q. Okay. 

9 A. She had a deviated septum. 

10 Q. Okay . 

11 A. She professed to continuing kidney problems. 

12 Q. Now, we're getting out of the legitimate and into 

13 the hypochondriac , or are we still on the l egit imate? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A . Sir, I ' m not a doctor. All I'm going by is the 

fact ... well, I can't say that ... 

THE COURT: Let's go ahead. Just tell the complaints I 

whether they be r eal or imaginary . I 
i 

A. Okay. I even talked to one· doctor who had treated I 
her, and he said I finally had to stop b ecause she just came I 
up with all these imagined ideas, it was always , she was 

a l ways sick, she always felt bad, she wasn't able to perform 

her wifely duties . 

Q. Was she .•. your testimony is that she did have 

24 l egitimate problems, health problems that did cause her ... 

25 A. She had real and imagined problems . That ' s my . 

I 
I 

. _ ____ __J 
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testimony. 

. . : 3 • 

- - --, 
I 

I 
I 

Q. And during the per iod of time that her real prob- I 
lems were manifested, she calle d upon you for aid and assis- I 
tance. Is that correct? I 

A. She did. 

Q. And you did not res ent that . 

A. Of course I didn't resent it . 

Q. Fine. Now, during the time that ... strike that. 

9 The second separation, when did that occur? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1G 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. June 15th , 1978. 

Q. June 15th. 

A. That's when she moved out. 
I 

Q. Prior to that where were the children living? I 

I 
I 

Immediately prior. 

A. They were living in the house at 4409 North Thirty- ! 

Six th Street. I 
Q. Now, who l e ft on June 15th? 

A. She d id . 

Q. And wtere -did the children go ? 

A. They stayed where they were. 

Q. They stayed with you. 

A. Ye s. 

' 
23 Q. Now, prior to that June 15th s eparation, you and I 

I 
24 your wife had d i scussed at l e ngth s eparating, had you not? I 

25 A. We had negotiated an agreement tha t she has since I 
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renounced. 

2 Q. Now, where was that negotiated? 

3 A. In Dr. Blanton's office. 

4 Q. Dr. Blanton? 

5 A. Dr. Brad Blanton. 

6 Q . And what did that provide for? 

7 A. It provided for her to have the children two days 

8 a week and two weekends a month, that I would give her five 

9 hundred dollars in cash, and that I would give her a hundred 

10 and fifty dollars a month to support the children during the 

11 days that she had them in an apartment that she was going 

12 to get in Washington, D. c., which she subsequently got and 

13 moved into. 

14 Q. Okay. And Dr. Blanton is a what? 

15 A. He's a psychologist. 

16 Q. And he had been counseling the two of you in terms 

17 of •.. 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. No? 

20 A. Dr. Blanton had not been counseling the two of us. 

21 Q. What had he been doing? 

22 A. He had been counseling h e r, see ing her for he r 

23 psychiatric .. . 

24 Q. You ne ver had any counseling s e ssions with Dr. 

25 Blanton? 

7- G') • 
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i 
I 

I A. I had two sessions with Dr. Blanton with her 

2 present both times . 

3 Q . Well, isn't that what I said, Mr. Rochelle? That 

4 the two o f you had had counseling sessions with the d octor. 

5 A. We had two sessions to work out the agreement of 

6 the s eparation, sir . 

7 Q. But was n't the agreement of the separation in 

8 tha t context working out an agreement separation? 

9 A. You asked me, sir, that if I had seen Mr . Blanto n 

10 other than , Dr . Blanton other than to work out the separatio~ 
l 

11 agreement, and the answer t o that question , sir, was "No . " 

12 Q. I'm sorry . If I said that, I didn' t mean to say 

13 tha t. 

14 A. Well, that's what you said, sir . 

15 Q. Okay. But the fact is that the two of you . . . 

16 A. I saw him twice ... 

17 Q •••• counsele d with him in terms of s e pa rating. 

18 _A. And t h e re in the e xhibits are t wo che cks that I 

19 paid to Dr . Blanton for the counsel i ng. 

20 Q. And the purpose of t his , of the s e t wo ses s ions 

21 was to work out an agr e e abl e s cpara ti on as to b e as litt l e 

22 t r a umatic to bo th yourse lve s and t he chi l dre n as possibl e . 

23 Is that corre ct? 

24 A. Correct . 

25 Q. And unde r , unde r that , the e g e st of t hat unde r-

I 

' ~~~~--~~~~--~~_j 
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standing, your wife left on June the 15th. She didn't 

2 precipitously get up on June the 15th and walk out on you, 

3 are you? 

4 A. I knew she was going, yes. 

5 Q. You had discussed it. You had agreed to it. 

6 A. I accepted it, sir. I did not agree to it . 

7 Q. You didn't agree to it? 

8 A. I accepted it. I did not agree to it . This is 

9 that •.• realize I'm dealing in semantics . 

10 Q. You wanted to remain together as husband and wife 

11 on June the 15th. 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. You did. And you expressed that to your wife. 

14 A. I expressed it to her a number of times. 

15 Q. But it was totally up to· her to leave. Is that 

16 what you're .. . 

17 A. Sir, I'm not going to tell her that, if she wants 

18 to leave, I'm n_ot going to stand in the door and tell her 

19 she can't go . She's an adult. 

20 Q. I, I didn't say that. I'm saying ... 

21 A. You were, you were leading me ... 

22 Q. ... your testimony is that it was unilate rally ... 

23 THE COURT: Gentlemen, come on now. 

24 Q. Unilaterally her decision to leave. Is that what 

25 you're saying? 

I 
I 
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A. It was unilaterally her decision to leave, yes. 

2 That's . what I'm saying. 

3 Q. Now, how long did the children renain with you 

4 after June the 15th? 

5 A. They stayed with me until approximately the 3rd of 1 

6 July at which time they went down and spent a couple of weeks 
I 
i :. 

7 with my mother . Then I brought them back and stayed for a 

8 few more weeks, and then they went back down and stayed a 

9 coupl e more weeks wi t h my mother, and I brought them back to 

10 go to school . 

11 Q. Now, when did they go to school ? 

12 A. I'm not sure of the exact dat~ school starts . 

13 Q. Approximately. 

14 A. It ' s approximatel y .. . 

15 Q. The month . 

16 A. After , it ' s after Labor Day . 

17 Q. And did their mother see them during the swmner? 

18 A. She saw them some, yes. 

19 Q. How often would she see them? 

20 A. When they were here, we had the same arrangements 

21 that we had before . I kept them during the day . She would 

22 sit with them in the evening if I had to work late . If I 

23 didn ' t have to work late, then I kept them in the eveni ng . 

24 Q. She had them in her apartment some? 

25 A. Yes. 

'----- ------ - ·--- - - - -·--- - - --- · ·-·- - _______ ____, 
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Q. Now, when did th~y b.:.-.--; _ 

2 A. In, about the time t~-2.-:. 

~~ live with their mother? 

-:: ~;-=y started school , ap-

3 proximately. 

4 Q. Why was that? 

5 A. I beg your pardor1? 

6 Q. Why was that, sir? 

7 A. Why was what? I'm ans-~ ~-::::--:_-:-:: your question . I 

B don 1 t •••• 

9 Q. Why did they begin to 1.:. -.-.= ·-:... -= h their mother? 

10 A. I was about to tel l you -=:-..?.:.-:. -

11 Q. Oh, okay . Well , I'll • .• 

12 A. If you would permit me . 

13 Q . I' rn sorry . 

14 A. Okay . Thank you. About - -- G 
- J. .. - -:.~~e that the chil-

15 dren were starting back to school, Co~~~~ ~ecided that she 

16 wasn't going to marry Silverman and -:.he-:. s~e wante d to move I 
I 

17 back in with me . And she called and sai~, " I want to move I 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I back in," and she started badgering r..e to lE:t her move back 

in. And the upshot of it was finally that I said, "No , r am I 
not . . . I ' m just, I can ' t live with you anymo re, and I'm not . 

going to, I'm not going to let you move back in . " She said, I 
"Well then, I will quit my job, a nd I wi ll take the children , 

23 a nd you can support me and the children . " And so, she quit 

24 her job and she took the children and she ... (distortio n) . . . r 

?5 didn' t even know what was coming down. I said, "Look .. . my 
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days . .. she said, "All right. You can have them all the 

2 time." So I had ... had already canceled ... and ... agreement 

3 that we ... Dr. Blanton, and told ... "Let's see if we c an work 

4 something out. " And . .. was . .. in about ... worked out a very . . . 

5 with •.. Matthew Black, who was ... And she was supposed to 

6 come back .•• final session .•. sign the agreement. She never 

7 showed up . •. taken the children ... left . .. come down h e r e . 

8 Q. What was the agreement? The upshot, as far as the 

9 custody is concerned. 

10 A. It was . .. I can 't tell you. It 's a very complicate4 

11 •• ,about .• . 

12 Q. Five days with her and two with you . Is that 

13 basically it? 

14 A. No, sir, that was not basically it . 

15 Q. All right . Well, you tell me what it was. 

16 A. Jo, do you have the .. . 

17 MRS. CARLBERG: I'll find it . Go ahead . 

18 A. · It was something like three days and fou r days or 

19 four days and thre e days or something like that . I'm not 

20 exactly sure what it was. 

21 Q. Yo u would share. 

22 A. We would share the children . 

23 Q. The children . 

24 A. But she neve r even came back to agree on t hat. 

25 Q. Was there any discussion about splitting the 

330 --- - -- - ------- - - ----



.. - ... 
._ . . .. 

Carl Rochelle - Cross (Shapiro) 

children? 

2 A. Yes. Dr. Wiseberg wanted to split the children 

3 up and give Carl to me and give John to her. He told me 

4 that Carl hated her and that they h ad discussed this. And 

5 that was the reason a psychological evaluation was made of 

6 Carl, at Dr. Wiseberg's behest to find out what the diffi-

7 cul ty there would be if they split them up. And I just said ,; 

8 "I am not," you know, "I don't, I don't want to lose the 

9 children, but I am not splitting them up. I don't care ." 

10 Q. And you were paying child support to her September 

11 and October? 

12 A. I paid child support to her right after we sepa-

13 rated in June . When she moved in her apartment, I gave her 

14 a hundred and fifty dollars a month. 

15 Q. But she didn't have the children? 

16 A . Even when she didn't have the child r e n, yes. 

17 Q. Did you f ear for them when the y were with her? 

18 A. Not really . 

19 Q. When she took them and, and indicated that she was 

20 unilate rally going to change t he living arrangement, you 

21 sought legal counsel. 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And you had s e ssions toge ther, in t rying to work 

24 out an agreement. That's your testimony. 

25 A. That's my testimony . 
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Q. Mr. Rochelle, have you made arrangements with any-

2 one to act as a babysitter for you in anticipation of get-

3 ting your children? Now, certainly ..• 

4 A. I have ... 

5 Q •... that can be answered yes or no. 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And who is that? 

8 A . I have arranged for my mother to stay with the ... 

9 you see, you can't answer it yes or no because there's a 

10 following question. 

11 Q. All right. 

12 A. I will answer it, yes, I have made arrangements 

13 with my mother to stay with the children until I can hire an 

14 appropriate person. 

15 Q. Have you made ... 

16 A. I did that last time that I was l eft with the 

children, and I can do it this time. 17 It will be no problem. 
i . 

18 Q. Ha "!e you hired someone ? 

19 A. Of course not, sir. I don't have a job to offer 

20 them. If the Court awards me custody of the children, I 

21 assure t hat, that they wil l be taken care of. They were in 

22 the past, and they will be any time they're with me. 

23 Q. You testified that these children in your opinion 

24 need the input of a father. Did you say that, sir? 

25 A. Yes. 
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Q. Has anyone kept you from seeing your children, from 

2 October of 1978 until today? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Would you please tell the Court who and the circun1-
' 

5 stances. 
! 

6 A. My wife, by (1-2 words) taking the children from 

7 my custody and care in Arlington, Virginia; taking them out 
; 

8 of school, both of them out of school, and bringing them a 
I 

9 hundred and fifty miles away, with no question, no agreement, : 

Yes. I no anything about it. 10 

11 Q. I thought, I thought she had the children during 

12 that period. 

13 A. No. 

14 Q. You were paying s upport to her. Child support. 

15 Your own exhibit shows that. 

16 A. I was paying a hundred and fifty dollars a month. 

17 . Q. Well, why . did you call it child support? 

18 A. When you came into court and asked for e xtra child 

19 support of four hundred dollars, you must be aware t hat she 

20 couldn 't have lived on a hundred and fifty. 

21 Q. Well, why did you pay child support to a woman 

22 who doesn't have your children? 

23 A. Be cause , b ecause I felt sorry for h e r . She didn't 

24 have a job. She was in a peri od without a job. She said 

25 she needed the money. I paid it so she could keep .. . ! 
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didn't hate the woman . 

2 Q. I understand that. Nobody's saying you hate d the 

3 woma n . I ' m asking you why your checks, which you ' ve intro-

4 duced as an exhibit, 10-4-78, 10-4-78, 11- 17-78. Di d you 

s write this on here? For child s upport, 12-1 5-78 ... 

6 A. I wrote ... 

7 MR. MELESCO: May it please the Court. I think both 

s of them are confuse d. Mr. Sha •.. 

9 Q. Well, he can answer the question. 

10 MR. MELESCO: Well, wait a s e cond, Gordon . Mr . 

11 Rochelle is talking about prior to her coming down here, and 

12 he's talking about after s he 's down here. 

13 THE COURT: The 1978, Mr. Shapiro. 

14 Q. Oh, I'm sorry . The o t her one. I'm sorry. I 

15 thought, I thought you had testified that while your wife 

16 had the children prior to her l eaving D. C., you were paying 

17 her money . 

18 A. The agreement that I worked out in Dr. Blanton's 

19 office was that I would give h e r one hundred and fi fty dol-

20 lars a month no matter how the, whether the children were 

21 there or not, and I lived up to it. 

22 Q. Well , she ... t he c h ildren were there . 

23 A. No , sir, they were not there all t he time . 

24 Q. Not all t he time. 

25 A. They were there some . I've never said they weren 't; 
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there some. 

2 Q. Okay. Wel l , then she ..• 

3 A. I was the primary custodian of the children. 

4 Q. I give it to • .. you were the what? 

5 A. I was the primarily, primary custodian of the chil- ! 

6 dren. I was the person who was responsibl e for getting the m 
I 

7 in school, for paying their tuition, for s eeing that they : 
i 

8 

9 

10 

11 

went to the doctor, for seeing that they we re fed, for buyind 
I 

the groceries... I 
THE COURT: Let's get back to the question of why .. . ! 

Q. Yes, sir. That's what I'm . . . right now. So your 

12 testimony is that, that you were denied .. . 

13 MRS. CARLBERG: Judge, if we could shorte n this ... I ... 

14 you know, you've just directed him, and here h e goes back to 

15 say, "Was it your testimony ... 11 If he could j ust say . . . 

16 THE COURT: Mr. Rochelle, after the se childre n came to 

17 Franklin County, was it October of 1978? 

18 A. Ye s , sir. 

19 THE COURT: Good, sho rt. Why didn't yo u come a nd v i sit 

20 your children? That was the question he asked. 

21 A. Because the days that the children, my days off, 

22 the children we re in school, and also, I did no t en joy ver y 

23 goo d relations with their mother. I was advis e d that the 

24 case would be handled expe ditiously and I figured any day it 

25 would be over with and some arrangeme nts could be made. I 
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asked for the, to see the children at Christmas time . An 

2 arrangement was worked out. I have a copy of a l etter at 

3 home from Mr. Melesco advising me that an arrangement had 

4 been worked out. Connie told me she knew nothing about it 

5 when I came down. I, if she didn't, then it's because ... 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Melesco also copied her counsel on the letter, so if she 

didn't know about it, then it is not his responsibility nor 

mine. 

THE COl!RT : All right. Go ahead and tell ... 
! 
; 
I 

A. I did not come down more because I hoped the case ! 
I 

would be resolved almost any day. I did not come down on the1 

I couldn't take I da ys they we re in school as I said earl ier . 
I 

them out of school . I 
Q. Didn ' t your supervisor testify at your behest that ! 

your , your schedule is fl e xible, h e could make arrangements , ! 

all of this great stuff is gonna be done for you whe n you I 
got your children , ·you're gonna be able to have them, you 

can shuffle things around? When (1-2 words) ta lking about, 

19 Mr . Rochelle? 

20 MRS . CARLBERG: What's t he ques tion, Mr .... I object to 

21 that . What's the que stion? 

22 THE COURT : Wait a minute , Mr. Shapi ro . 

23 Q. Judge , I ... there was a question t here somewhere . 

24 Mr. Rochelle , didn't y ou, didn't your supervisor say that .. . 

25 THE COURT: That he c ould make arrangements whereby 

- - ---
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that your schedule could be shuffle d so that you could have 

2 a weekend off .•• 

coulJ 

I 
I 

So it ' s not a Monday and Tuesday, is 3 it? Q. You 

4 have weekends . 
I 

It is extremely difficult to break up a schedule A. 5 

6 to go do~TI and, and, you know ... ! wanted my . . . 

7 Q. The children need their father. 

8 A. Yes, they do need their fathe r. Why did their 

9 mother take them down here? 

10 Q. They need the input of their father, Mr . Rochelle. 

11 A. Right . Why ... 

12 THE COURT: Wait a minute, wait a minute. Let's get 

13 back to the q~estion. Why (few words) October through the ... 

14 A. All right, sir. I did not go down . .. ! did not come 

15 down any more than I did b e cause I thought the case would be 

16 over almost any day. We a~l were waiting for the report from1 
I 
I 

17 the· J and D Cour t in Arlington . I thought that it would be i 
I 

18 over, and I could see my children under what I considered to 

19 be acceptable circumstance s . If I could drive down and I 

20 would spend the time down h e re ... ! tried to contact them. 

21 The contact that I had with them through their mother was 

22 not . .. 
I 

23 MRS . CARLBERG: Judge Davis, before he goes any further j 

24 could we ask you to take judicial notice? 

25 MR. MELESCO : There's a letter in your file t hat I 
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wrote you concerning his lack of visitation. This was 

I 
I 

before! 

2 Mr. Shapiro was in. I think that l et t er may solve some of 

3 the problems . 

4 MRS. CARLBERG: I just hate , would hate for this Court 

5 to cast aspersions o n the father when it was through ... 

6 THE COURT : I'm not casting aspersions. But I ... 

7 MRS. CARLBERG: No, I meant, I meant counsel ... 

8 THE COURT: I raise, I raise the question for Mr. 

9 Melesco and Mr . Shapiro . _ I quite frankly don't understand 

10 why he d idn't . . . 

11 MR. MELESCO: Judge, I can't explain it because my 

12 memory . is foggy. But we had a hearing , and it was decided 

13 that the Arlington unit would investigate it. For some 

14 reason, the orde r was entered by you but never got forwarded, 

15 as I vaguely r emember. It just got e nte red a nd never got 

16 forwarde d. I wrote you shortly afte r the h e aring and advised ! 
I 

17 you that b ecause we thought there would be some type of I 
I 

18 immediate hea ring that h e would not ask for visitation be-
' 

19 cause the re very, there were very r eal persona l problems 

20 betwe en he a nd his wife , · and he just said, "This will be 

21 over soon , and I don't want ... " 

22 THE COURT : That's all right . I ' m not going to make 

23 any big issue out of it. This case is not going to tur n on 

24 it, but it's a l e gitimate question, and I think a l eg itimate 

25 question calls for a legitimate answer. Now, i f we had t he 
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hearing in October, this letter was written in November. 

2 MR . MELESCO: The order wasn ' t enter e d until November. 

3 THE COURT: And Mr. Rochell e saw the children during 

4 Christmas. 

5 A. I did see the children during Christmas. 

6 Q. With no problem at all, Judge. He ' s · working it 

7 out . No probl ems. 
i 

8 THE COURT: Now, we ' re talking about January, February, : 

I 
I 

9 March, April , May and J u ne . 

10 A. Well , if you recall, the case was .. . 

1 1 MR . MELESCO: I would like for the Court to be aware I 
12 of the existence of that letter . 

13 THE COURT: All right. We 'll file that . . . exhibit . 

14 MR. MELESCO: Well , if it ' s already there, you won't 

15 have to . If I wrote your Honor , won ' t have to. 

16 A. The case was first set for a month and a half ago. 

17 So it's a month and a half .. . 

18 THE COURT: Just go ahead and answe r his question now . 

19 Why didn't you come in January and February, March, April ... 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. All right. I did not come down because of my, 

partly because of my personal relationship with my wife and 

b ecause I did no t want to be , to g e t into a n argument with 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

her and into a fight with h e r in front of the children, part-I 

ly because I felt like being down here two days, I could not j 

I relate to them in a circumsta nce that would be b e neficial to I 
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me or them, and also, the third factor is that I thought 

2 this would be over with very soon. I kept ... 

3 Q. Did you ask to have them visit with you after 

4 Christmas? 

5 A. I tried to talk to my wife one time ..• 

6 THE COURT: Let me ask you a question. Let me inte r-

7 rupt please. I mean I've got to make the decision, right 

8 or wrong ..• 

9 Q. I understand. 

10 THE COURT: And I'm sure it's traumatic. I didn 't 

11 know that Mr. Shapiro has some of the same problems that 

12 y'all have until while ago . You said your children ... you 

13 felt, and probably rightly so, that it would be difficult 

14 for the children to relate to you over a two-day period , and 

15 you pull out and you come back . 

16 A. Yes. 

17 THE COURT: All right. If I awarded you custody o f 

18 the children, Mr . Rochel le, how is it going to affect the ir 

19 mother? Would she ha ve a difficulty relating? 

20 A. Yes, I suspect she would. If she had to drive up 

21 from Roanoke and see them for two days and then drive bnck 

22 down to Roanoke , yes , I think it would be difficult . 

23 THE COURT: You me an that you ..• 

24 A. I think she would have difficulty relating, walk-

25 ing in a situation where you have h ad primary care for the 

I 

I 
I 
I 
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child, and you would have known their teachers, and ... 

2 THE COURT: Groping for something to talk about. You 

3 look for something to do. 

4 A. You look for a subject, you look for, you know, 

5 where are there toys to play with or where are the parks to 

6 go to, where .•• 

7 THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Shapiro. Excuse me . 

8 Q. Mr . Rochelle, have you ever called any of your 

9 children's teachers? 

10 A. Down here? 

11 Q. Yes, sir. 

12 A. I didn't even know who they were. 

13 Q. Did you inquire? 

14 A. The only talks I've had with my wife were very 

15 short. 

16 Q. Talking about your wife. You ' ve got a lawyer down 

17 here, Mr. Rochelle . Did you ever ask him to f ind out who 

18 your, your kids' teachers · were so you · could talk to them? 

19 A. No , sir. 

20 Q. Did you e ver talk to Dr . Walton a b out your , yo ur 

21 kids' medical ..• 

22 A. Yes , yes. 

23 Q. You talked to him on the phone ... 

24 A. Yes, s ir . 

25 Q. ... before you wrote him the l etter? 
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A. No, sir. I, instead of. .. 

2 Q. Why did you write him the letter like that without 

3 ever, without the courtesy of a telephone call to him? 

4 MRS. CARLBERG: What? 

5 THE COURT: We're not getting into proprieties. Now , 

6 he said he talked to him over the telephone, Mr . Shapiro. 

7 Let's go. 

8 Q. Judge, has that letter been introduc ed? 

9 THE COURT: Yes , sir. 

10 A. You are aware that the first indication that I had 

11 that they were getting allergy treatments was a bill in the 

12 mai l . 

13 THE COURT: A bill. Right . And that prompted your 

14 letter. 

15 A. And I think that •.• 

16 Q. It prompted the l etter before it prompted a tele-

17 phone call. 

18 A. It prompted the letter . Dr . Walton called me a nd 

19 we discussed it, and he s a id that my wife had sa id the chil-

20 dren were, were jus t bothered with sicknesses all the time 

2 1 and that they had, you know, they stayed sick. And that's 

22 the reason ... 

23 THE COURT: . . . h earsays. 

24 A. Okay. Sorry. 

25 Q. Did Dr. Walton tell you tha t the children had bee n 
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referred by their pediatrician for this, for this purpose? 

2 MRS. CARLBERG: He's asking him to testify to some-

3 thing that the doctor said, your Honor. He's asking him to. 

4 THE COURT: All right. He can answer the question. 

5 He talked .• . 

6 A. Dr. Walton said that there were two factors ..• 

7 THE COURT: The question is, sir, did Dr. Walton tell 

a you that he saw the children by virtue of the fact that they 

9 were referred by their pediatrician? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

Q. Did you change your position, sir? 

A. I beg your pardon? 

Q. Did you change your position? 

A. From what? 

Q. From the, from the position you took in the letter. 

A. I don't understand what you mean. 

Q. Did you change the p o sition, viz a vie, Dr. 

Wal t on, from the position you took in the l e tte r to h i m afterl 

the tel ephone conversation with him? 

A. No, sir. 

I 
I 

Q. Okay . You said you called your children twice . I 
A. I've called them several times. I got through and I 

talked with them twice. I 
Q. And you say that ... 
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. 1 A. I have also written them cards, birthday cards, and 

2 Easter cards and other cards. I have written them. I have 

3 never received o ne .•• I received one response . I received a 

4 Father 's Day card on, two days after Fa t h er's Day. I t was 

5 mailed on t h e Monday after Father 's Day with the children's .. . 

6 THE COURT: Mr . Rochel l e, we can keep on, but . .. 

7 A. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

8 Q. You 've gotten to talk to them twice? 

9 A. I got to talk to them twice . 

10 Q. And you say your wife hung up on you once when 

11 you tried to talk to your, to your child? 

12 A. My wife hung up on me twice, both times when I 

13 tr i ed to talk to them. 

14 Q. Now , wasn't ... didn ' t she hang up on you when you 

15 cal l ed to find out why you got a bill from the emergency 

16 room in the hospital for one of your children? · I 
17 A. She hung up on me another time when I called to 

18 ask her . . . 

19 Q. Well, let ' s talk about that time, Mr. Roche ll e . 

20 A. I'm , I'm talking . 

21 Q. You ' ll have a chance to talk about the other time . 

22 A. I'm talking. 

23 Q. My question concerns this time. 

24 A. I'm just answer, a nswering about that, sir. 

25 Q. No, you're not. 
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A. All right. 

2 Q. Judge, he's not answering my question . 

3 THE COURT: .. . Mr. Rochelle, did your wife hang up when 

4 you called her about an emergency room bill? 

5 A. Well, he didn't phrase ... the question . . . in the 

6 manner the question was phrased, a y e s or no answer would be 

7 inaccurate. 

8 THE COURT: Well , just ... . that's one time . That's one 

g time . Did anything happen? 

10 A. Did she hang up on me? Yes. 

11 THE COURT : 

12 A. I did not call her about the bill. I called her 

13 to ask her what was wrong with my son and why he had to go 

14 to the emergency room . 

15 THE COURT: Okay. 

16 Q. And what did she tell you? 

17 A. She said he had a boil on his leg. 

18 Q. And what happene d? 
I 
I 

19 A. And I asked, I said, "You took him to the emerg Gncy! 
I 

20 room for a boil? " And she said, " I-' m not gonna discuss the 

21 children's health with you ," and hung up. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Did you speak in that tone of voice? 

A. I. .. she spoke in that tone of voice. I said, "Why" j 

. .. I said, "Why" . .. I didn't say it badly . I said, "Why did I 
' 

you take him to the emergency room?" "For a boil. " 
I 

I 
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Q. Without any knowledge of anything other t han the 

2 bill you got, you challenged h e r .. . 

3 A. Challenged? 

4 Q. ... in taking him to the emergency room . 

5 A . Sir, I'm not an attorney . I don 't ta lk to people 

6 like that . 

7 Q. Now, what was the other time she hung up on you? 

8 A. I've already told you. Thanksgiving and Carl's 

9 birthday. 

10 Q. I thought Thanksgiving wa s when the voice got 

11 distant a nd . .. 

12 A. Well, she hung the phone up. 

! 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

13 Q. How do you know who h ung the phone up? Do you knmJ 

14 who hung the phone up? I 
I 
I 

15 MRS. CARLBERG: Judge, we'l l stipulate we don 't know ' 

16 who hung the phone up. 

17 A. No , sir, I was not there . I do n't know who hung 

18 the phone up . 

19 MRS. CARLBERG : The phone ..:as hung up on . . . 

20 THE COURT: He d oesn't know, Mr. Shapiro. 

21 MRS . CARLBERG: He ' s arguing with and badgering the 

22 wi tness . 

23 Q. The implication in this is that she took the phone 

24 and hung i t up . He doesn 't kno~ . (Pause) Why do you fee l 

25 that your children should have a week this summer with your 
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mother without you present? 

2 A. Because they enjoy being with their grandmother, 

3 and I can see no reason to supervise my mother. 

4 Q. You haven't seen them since December. 

5 A. Well, I will have them at least ... 

6 Q. What? 

7 A. The Court has told me that I will have them at 

a least a month, and I'm willing to share them with my mothe r 

g for a week of that month. 

10 Q. The import of my que stion isn't that your mother 

11 shouldn't see them, but I was just interested in why you 

12 can't be there with them. Is it b e cause of your sche dule ... 

13 A. I can. 

14 Q .... or your work? 

15 A. No, sir. I can be there with them. I just would 

16 like to have it that way. Is there something wrong with 

17 that? ( Pause ) 

18 THE COURT: Ask a question, Mr. Shapiro. 

19 Q. Pardon me? 

20 THE COURT : Ask a question. 

21 Q. Yes, sir. Mr . Rochelle , who is Nancy Gleason? 

22 A. She is a person I have dated. 

23 Q. Has Nancy Gleason ever spent the night in your 

24 home while the children were present? 

25 A. One night. 
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Q. When you had your kids during the time s of your 

2 separation, what'd you do with them? 

3 THE COURT: In relation to what? You mean recreation? 

4 Q. Yeah. What'd you do with them? 

5 THE COURT: Or feeding them or putt i ng them to bed, or 

6 what? ~ 

7 Q. In terms of activity. 

8 MR. MELESCO: At what point? Do you mean the Christmas: 

9 vacation or ..• 

10 THE COURT: No, he said when they we re separated. 

11 Q. During the times of the s eparation of the p a rties. 

12 MR. MELESCO: During the whole period of the marriage, 

13 all the various separations. 

14 Q. Yeah. 

'77 and then '78. Okay. MRS. CARLBERG: 15 

I playe d wi th! 
I 

16 A. I tried to be a good father to them. 

17 them, I read t h em , I cared for them. 

18 Q. Did y ou t ake them plac es? 

19 A. · Yes. 

20 o. Where'd you ... take the m to a ballgame? 

21 A. I took them to the beach .. . 

22 Q. They ' r e a little young . 

23 A. To go to the b e ach? 

24 c. No , the ballgame. Tha t wa s my ... 

25 A. Oh, I see. 

-- ----------
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Q. I was helping you a little bit. 

·-·-----, 
I 
I 
I 
I 

2 
: 

I 

THE COURT : Mr. Shapiro answe red his own question . 

3 I see . Besides the Senators aren't there . . . A. 

4 Q. But you, you did , you engaged in activities with 

5 them ... 

6 A. Of course. 

7 Q. Corrune nsurate with their ag~. 

8 A. Of course. 

9 Q. Spent a lot of time with them. 

10 A . Yes . 

11 Q. Now, your testimony is that you work Wednesday, 

12 Thursday and Friday, and you are on call--that is, you are 

13 responsible to your job--from the h ours of 10:00 in the 

14 afternoon to 2:00 o'clock at night. Is that correct? 

15 A. No , sir . You've got it backwards. 

16 Q. Oh, I'm sorry. Well then, you correct. 

17 A. 2 : 00 to 10:00. 

18 Q. Isn't that what I said? 

19 A. No. You said 10:00 in the a ft e r noon to 2 : 00 in 

20 the morning or some thing l ike that . 

21 MR . MELESCO: Twe nty-five till s e v en . 

22 Q. We r e ally o ught to quit. But you're saying t h at 

23 that's r e ally not usually the c ase, that y ou're no t the re 

24 that much. Do you know from day to day when you will be re-

25 quired to be there and when you will not? 
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A. With rare e xceptio ns, yes. 

2 Q . How? 

3 A. Because I ... it's hard to explain the ne ws bus iness,· 

4 but most of the events that happen in the evening are sche d-

5 uled well in advance of happe ning. And the only .• • 

6 Q. You mean if Somoza r e signs, that s omeh ow . •. pre-

7 dictable •.. 

8 A. Well, h ow ma ny times, how many time s can Somoza 

9 resign? 

10 Q. I don't know. I don't know . 

11 A. He resigns once. I go and ... 

12 MRS. CARLBERG: J udge , in the essence of time, I think 

13 we ought to cut the questioning ... 

14 THE COURT: Wait a minute . 

15 A. And I wouldn't be c alle d in if Somoza resigne d 

16 anyhow. 

17 Q. Wait a mi nute . We got a three- way ... 

18 MRS . CARLBERG : Exc use me _ I ha ve a n ob j ectio n ... 

19 THE COURT : Wai t a minute , wa it a mi nu t e , · wa it a 

20 minute. Go ahead now. He says tha t with ... he t es tifie d ... 

21 Q. He said t he ne ws i s pre dictable. 

22 THE COURT : He sa id mos t of the t ime he ' s home by 6 : 00. 

23 Q. I unde r stand tha t. 

24 MR . MELESCO: And h is boss backe d up, Mr. Sh a p iro . 

25 Q. Didn ' t h e say the ne ws is pre dictable ? 
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MR . MELESCO: Yes, but his boss also said he was home 

2 by 6 : 00 . 

3 THE COURT : Wait a minute, Mr. Melesco, please. 

MR . MELESCO: I'm sorry, your Honor . 
. • 

4 

5 THE COURT: Go ahe ad, Mr . Shapiro. He says that .. . 

6 Q. The news is predictable . 

7 THE COURT: That's right . 

8 Q. All right, sir. 

9 THE COURT: With rare exceptions, they know what's 

10 going to happen . . . 

11 Q. Al l right, sir . 

12 THE COURT : Carter's speech which was canceled, they 

13 knew i t was corning, and •.• 

14 Q. On the weekends--that is, Saturday and Sunday--

15 what is your commitment? I know we're going over it, Mr. 

16 Rochelle , but I, we've got to get this straight • 

17 THE COURT: . . . r e p e ating this answe r before •. • 

18 Q. I don't know what it was, Judge. 

19 THE COURT: Wha t is Saturday and Sunday , Mr . . .. 

20 A. It's approximately 10:00 o'clock i n the morning 

21 and until around 7: 00 o'clock in the eve ning on Saturday . 

22 On Sunday it is cur r e ntly aro und 9 : 00 until a r ound 1 : 30 . It 

23 can go later until aro und 4:30, but the good part of t he day 

24 I would be with the children on the weekend . I would have 

25 time in the morning. I would have time • .. 

-------- - --·-·-·-----__ _J 
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Q. Can you plan , i s rea lly what ... 

2 A. Yes, I can plan. 

3 Q. How do you plan when the . .. 

4 A. Well , I sit down with an event and a calendar . .. 

5 Q . These feeds that ..• 

6 A. They ' re not incoming feeds , sir . They're outgoing 

7 feeds, and we put them together and f eed them at a specific 

a time . The schedules are put out anywhere from a month to a 

9 month and a half in advance, and I know exactly when they 

10 come. 

11 Q. But why, why do you have a schedule from 10 : 00 to 

12 7 : 00 if you're home by 1 : 30? 

13 MRS . CARLBERG : Judge, I b e lieve he's arguing and 

14 being redundant. I think Mr . Sanders ... 

15 THE COURT: I don ' t know how . .. Mr . Shapiro doesn't, 

16 want to understand this thing, and I don't exactly unde rstand 

17 it . But it ' s a point that .• . 

18 A .· 10:00 o ' clock in the .. • 

19 THE COURT : Everything going out of Washington ... wh at 

20 he ' s s aying--! think I'm correct . Correct, Mr. Rochell e --

21 you know in advance what's going to take place .. . 

22 A. Pretty much. 

23 THE COURT: The President ' s going to make a spe ech, 

24 when Nixon's going to r esign and that kind of t hing . 

25 A. We know in advance when almost every one of those 

352 



i.97 . 

-- ------., 
Ca r l Rochel le - Cross (Shapiro) 

things happen. 

2 THE COURT: Right. And you can work your schedule 

3 around that . 

4 A. Sure. 

5 THE COURT: Okay . And they know what's going to hap-

6 pen and when it's going to happen . .. on most of them . 

7 Q. But the point is , the obligation is there until 

a 7:00 o'clock at night. The obliga tion is t here. 

9 A. Wel l , what' s wrong with that? 

10 THE COURT: He migh t have to be calle d back . He didn ' t 

11 say that. If a submarine came up the Potomac , I'm sure 

12 they'd cal l him back . 

13 Q. All right. But the point then is, how . .. he's 

14 t e stified he can sche dule, and I don't s ee h ow you can. 

15 A. Sir, I am scheduled until 7 : 00 o'clock o n Saturday. 

16 It ' s a regular schedule under . . . now it won 't run any late r 

17 than 7 : 00 . Next month I . may be scheduled to finish up on 

18 Saturday at 4:30, but it won ' t run any la t e r than 7:00 under 

19 any circumstances . I r eali ze you don 't understand it, but 

20 you don' t understand the way network television works .. . and 

21 I don't understand the way law works, so we 're even . 

22 Q. Mr . Rochelle, didn't you admit in the h earing 

23 before that, that the children were living with their mother 

24 in the District of Columbia prior to the , to her leaving 

25 Washington •.. 
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A. Si r , if you want me to go back over and explain 

2 that whole circwnstance again ... 

3 Q. Did you say that , s i r? 

4 A. Do you want me to explain the circumstance again? 

5 MR . MELESCO : Just answer his question, Carl . 

6 A. Yes . 

7 Q. Were you called upon to testify in the ex parte 

a custody proceeding in Arlington? 

9 A . Yes . 

10 Q. Did you testify a t that proceeding that your chil-

11 dren were livi ng in the District of Columbi a with your wife? 

12 A. I told the Judge what the circumstances were sur -

13 r ounding it . 

14 Q. Did you tell him that they were living with your 

15 wife in the District of Columbia? 

16 A. I told him that they had been living with me and 

17 we were trying to work out·a joi nt custody and my wife had 

18 taken the m and gone . That ' s what I told him . 

19 Q. Do you know ·whether your childre n e ver got their 

20 camera? 

21 A. I ' ve no idea . I asked Carl to call me and t e ll me 

22 whether he liked it , or write me, but I never heard a word. 

23 Q. If you ' d come down, you'd know, wouldn't you? 

24 MR . MELESCO: He ' s arguing with the witness. 

25 Q. Strike that. 
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THE COURT: That's enough, Mr. Shapiro. 

2 Q. Strike that. I'm sorry. Getting late. You talked 

3 about your wife's violent outbursts, profanity. Wasn't that 

4 mainly directed at you? 

5 A. No, sir. It was directed mainly . .. well, it was 

6 directed at me and at the children. I mean a psychologist 

7 might tell you that she was being ..• 

8 Q. No, I'm talking about a psychologist .•. 

9 A. Okay. It was directed ... when she calls •.. 

10 Q. I'm talking about your •.. 

11 A. When she calls John by name and says that to John .•• 

12 Q. Now, how many times did that happen? 

13 A. Several. 

14 Q . \Ao1ha t' s several? Two, five, ten, twenty ... 

15 A. Twenty-five, · thirty. 

16 Q. Twenty-five . or thirty times she called h im a 

17 "mother fucking son of a bitch?" Are y ou saying that to 

18 this Court? 

19 A. Sir, excuse .•. yes, I am saying that to this Court. 

20 Q. Twenty-five or thirty time s. 

21 A. Yes, sir, I am saying that to this ... 

22 Q. Directed to that little ..• 

23 A. Ye s, sir, I am saying that. 

24 Q. And you left him . .. 

25 A. Ye s, sir. 
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Q •••• in her care? You left that child in her care 

2 after that? 

3 A. I tried not to. 

4 Q. That's all. 

5 THE COURT: Further questions? Any redirect? 

6 MRS. CARLBERG: Just a couple ..• 

7 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

B BY MRS • CARLBERG : 

j () Q . 

9 Q. At the time that you were living with Mrs . Rochelle 

10 before you were married, you were not married, were you? 

11 A. No, I had never been married. 

12 Q. And you had never been married until you married 

13 her. 

14 A. That's corre ct. 

15 Q. In other words, this was your first marriage . 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. So at that time you were not living in an extra-

18 marital relationship with h e r because you'd never bee n 

19 married, had you? 

20 A. That's correct. 

21 i.ffi. . SHAPIRO: Judge, is that ... 

22 THE COURT: We're dea ling with semantics now , sure 

23 enough.. (Few words) ... go ahead. 

24 Q. What did she later tell you about the trip t o 

25 Atlanta? 
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A. She told me that she had had sexual relations with 

2 Dr. Wiseberg once or twice and that they had discussed with 

3 another psychiatrist, I think she said, in Charleston, South 

4 Carolina, going to visit them during the swnmer, that she 

5 and Dr. Wiseberg go to visit them. 

6 Q. Why didn't you work for six months at night? 

7 A. The engineers ' union was on strike and we had an 

8 absolute ban on any late feeds at all whatsoever. 

9 Q. So what . was that period of time? What year? 

10 A. It was during the first year that I had the chil-

11 dren. It would be '77, and it was approximately five to six 

12 months, and I don't r emember the exact dates but they're 

13 verifiable. 

14 Q. Approximately how many doctors did your wife see 

15 while you lived in the District, while you lived in the 

16 Washington area? 

17 MR . SHAPIRO: Judge, we're going over the same ... 

18 THE COURT: ... you've got exhibits, bills and checks 

19 and everything else with reference to that . 

20 Q. I have no further questions, your Honor. 

21 THE COURT: Let's take about five minutes before we 

22 start on Mr. Shapiro's ... do you have any other witnesses? 

23 MR. MELESCO: No. There's something I'd like to state 

24 for the record. 

25 THE COURT: What's that? 
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MR . MELESCO : Please the Court . There ' s .. . Gordon's 

done an excellent job of making our client out to be a 

negligent father in not visiting . .. and I've rechecked the 

file . The order was entered on November 14th directing the 

court services unit. The l etter did not go out until 

De c ember 7th, and I can't tell you why or how, but Mr . 

Shapiro was well aware of that because I sent him a copy of 

it and told him if they had any questions, contact ... 

THE COURT: We got back the notice ... but that ' s Christ-

10 mas . Then we ' ve got after ... 

11 MR . MELESCO; Well, let me just take it past Christmas. 

12 The case was set for hearing. Because of a foul up on our 

13 part, it was continued . Mr . Shapiro was not happy with the 

14 report from Arlington , so we h a d to have another report 

15 entered , and so the delay has never, has n ever been Mr .... 

MR . SHAPIRO : We're not blaming him for delay . 16 

17 MR . MELESCO: But he ' s alv.·a ys been under the impres -

18 sion .. . I can ... he ' s told me in phone calls, and I can ' t tcst4 

19 

20 

21 

22 

ify .. . 

THE COURT : 

MR. MELESCO : 

THE COURT : 

Mr. Me l esco , you ge t under oath? 

I'm wi lli ng to do it . 

We'll call you to the wi t ness stand , 

23 put you on and we can, and they can ..• 

24 MR . MELESCO : Well, I ' m willing to do it. 

25 (Pl\USF.) 

we' 11 
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CONNIE PETERS ROCHELLE 

2 the De fendant i n this proceeding , after having 

3 firs t been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

4 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

5 BY MR . SHAPIRO: 

6 ( First portion of Direct Examination unintelligible 

7 due to distortion .) 

B A • .. . Roanoke • . • at Frank lin Road .. . 

9 Q. Turn right and go up .. • 

10 A. If you turn left ••. get on the Interstate ... you 

11 turn right, you go the other way. 

12 Q. And for how long have you been ... 

13 A • . .. since Fe bruary .. . 

14 Q •• • • were you . .. prior . .. 

15 ( Portion compl etel y unintelligibl e. ) 

16 A. .. . and my husband did during t he firs t s eparatio n. 

17 During the second .Separatio n I had an a partment._ I had 

! 

..: 'j 3 . 

I 
I 

18 Washington, D. c . , available to me--parks, fri e nds, a ll ki nds i. 

19 of things. So they we re with me at my apa r tme nt. 

20 Q. Now, did there c ome a time when the children b (:gan 

21 to reside with you full-time? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 Q. And when was that approximately? 

24 A. It was after they came back from their grand-

25 mother's , which it seems like school starte d September the 
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13th . I don't know . It was probably t wo or three weeks 

2 b efore that. I really don't know ... exactly . 

3 Q. And they came back to the northern Virginia dis-

4 trict area from their v i si t , and t hey began to reside with 

5 you . 

6 A. Yes . 

7 Q. Now, wha t, wha t happened thereafte r i n terms of 

a your relationship with your husband in regard to the chil -

9 dren? 

10 A. Well, I was not working . I had had the part-time 

11 job, and I was no longer working there. I had had an opera-

12 tion . We somehow got involved in, in f orming an agreement 

13 that we were going to put in writing, with Mrs. Carlberg 

14 and Mr . Black, I think his name was. So, once we got in-

15 valved in that agreement things got ver y bad be cause I did 

16 not have a job. I was l egit imately trying to f ind one . I 

17 have limited skil ls in a lot of areas for Roanoke, Virginia . 

18 I have almos t t ota lly l imited s kills in h'ashington, D. C. , 

19 for a job. So it was not as easy for me to go out and find 

20 one . I had al l k i nds of desire . But in that agreement, I 

21 was told that I could have the children with me, we could 

22 have a j oint custody . I had to be r e sponsible for t aking 

23 the m both to schoo l in the morn i ngs like my husband did . 

24 And there were many stipulations of that sort, and then I 

25 c oul d be ava ilable at such and such a t ime if I wanted t h e 
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joint custody and if I wanted my children with me those days, 

2 and i f not , then I could be sued for custody and we'd go to 

3 cour t. Well . •• 

4 Q. Were the demands that, or the demands as you recog-

5 nize them to be, consistent with your being able to maintain 

6 full-time employment? 

7 A. Absolutely not, no . Because the type of work I 

a would have had to do or would have done, I would have gone 

9 to work at 9:00 o'cl ock i n the morning . I could not have 

10 g~ne to work at 10 : 00 or 11 : 00 , or I could have done some-

11 thing l ike be a waitress and I could have worked at night 

12 and I would n ever have seen my children. So I was not will-

13 ing to do that. 

14 Q. Now , wha t happened to this agreement process and 

15 what did you eventually do? 

16 A. Well, the agreement process was being typed up 

17· as I , I suppose , and my husband and I ... it was just getting 

18 very, very bad, to the point that I did not have money f o r 

19 food for my children . They had no b e ds to sle ep on. I went 

20 to his house to get clothes and to ask for t hings, and I was 

21 told that his attorney said I couldn't take anything . The 

22 locks on the doors were changed . I was taking my childre n 

23 to friends ' house for lunches to go to this twenty- five 

24 hundred dollar a year school, and I was tak i ng them to 

25 school and I was picki ng them up . And I was doing a lot of 

361 -· . -- - -- - -- --·--- --·-·-- --___J 



···----- -
i 
' 

begging, but I was not willing to bargain with my kids at 

2 that point. And when, when it came down to the point that 

3 I had no choice except to give them up, I left with them. 

4 Q. And where did you come? 

5 A. Home . 

6 Q. And where 's home? 

7 A. Here. 

8 Q. And what did you do? 

9 A. Well, this was planned about two weeks before I · 

10 did it. It was not middle of the night. I called my par-

11 ents and said, "I need a house. I ' m moving ." And my fathe r 

12 said, "Okay. Fine . " He found one . I had a , friends who 

13 he lped me rent the truck , pack the truck, load the truck , 

14 and I, I came here and I moved into that house. I spent the 

15 first night with my pare nts . My father came up to drive the 

16 . truck back, and I spent the first night with them, and I 

17 moved into the house with the kids . I put my son in school . 

18 I sta r t e d looki ng for a j oc . I fi l ed for custody and sup-

19 port and just got on with the r e s t of my life . 

20 Q. Ha ve you experierced any of the problems in your 

21 relationship h e r e with any o f your empl oyers and otherwise 

22 that you were experiencing in the District? 

23 A. No ne, except for mone y, but no, no. No problems . 

24 Q. During last year, h ow much d id you earn? 

25 A. My W-2 forms are right around six thousand dollars. 
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Q. Is that your gross or your take home? 

2 A. That's my gross if that's what's on the W-2. I'm 

3 sorry . (One word) . .. is not one of my favorite fields. But 

4 on the W-2, it, they total up to almost six thousand dollars . : 

5 Q. And do you know how much you received fr om your 

6 husband? 

7 A. No, I, I real l y don't have any idea . I don' t . 

8 Q. Have you been able to be extravagant , Mrs . 

9 Rochelle? 
i 

10 A. Not exactly . I don't consider what I ' ve , what I 'vei 
I 

11 done since I've been here extravagant at all . ! 

12 Q. Now, how are your kids doing in school? 

13 A. The children are doing very , very well . 

14 Q. Have the y had any problems adjus t ing to living 

15 here that have been exhibited to you? 

16 A. No . Not any more than just a normal problem . 

17 Q. What, for instance? 

18 A. Conc ern, for instance. Something tha t's different 1 

19 here. Concerned about b e ing spanke d at school ' if s omething 

20 is not, is not correct, and that's come f rom my o l d e r son . 

21 He ' s had concern a bout that, on one or two occasions. That 

22 sort of thing which is, it's just a different , a different 

23 life style. But . • . 

24 Q. Has anything happened that you've not been able 

25 to handl e ? 
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A. No . No, absolutely nothing has happened. The 

2 children are very adaptable. People here have been fantas-

3 tic. There . . . no, there has not been a problem we haven't 

4 been able to handl e. Not at all. It hasn't even been a 

5 serious problem. I don't consider that serious, inasmuch as 

6 the fact that he thought it would be done. That was serious. 

7 
I And that he was changing environments. But, no, other than I 

. i 
that . That was about the biggest problem we 've had. J 

Q. Has one of your children begun to wet the bed? 

A. Well, I have a different memory of this bed-wettin . 

B 

9 

10 

1 1 John did not begin to wet the bed when we came to Franklin 

12 County. John lived with me in Washington, D. c., and John 

13 wet the bed in Washington, D. C . 

14 Q . But let's ... has Carl ever wet the bed? 

15 A. No . I don't know where this comes from. Carl, 

16 Carl does not wet the bed at my house . Ne ve r, has never we t 

17 the bed . No. 

18 Q. Okay . Now, insofar as J ohn is c o ncerned, you say 

19 this started in the District . 

20 A. Sure . 

21 Q. Have you sought medical atte ntion for , for John 
I 

22 and trying to find out what the causes are , what the problems: 
I 

23 are! 

24 A. No, I haven ' t. Because I took John ... I ' ve men-

25 tioned it to the pediatricians a couple of times, and they 

I 
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say four years o ld, and they go into several things that, 

2 t hat 's very common in four year old children . 

3 Q. Well, you didn 't mention thi s to Dr . Walton ... 

4 A. I mentioned it. Dr. Walton asked me when I was 

5 giving him the symptoms that my children have had o f b ei ng 

6 allergic, and I mentioned the bed . •. no, he aske d me if 

7 either one of them wet the bed, and I s aid , "Ye s, John does . ", 

8 And that was t he first time I had been made aware that bed-

9 wetting was, was a possibl e symptom of an allergic child. 

I 
10 And I consulted with him furthe r on that , and he saw, he saidj 

11 most pediatricians won' t even check it out because it's , 

12 it's not that abnormal in a four year old boy. 

13 Q. Excuse me for a minute, your Honor. (Pause) 

14 Judge , we'd like to introduce ... next exhibit ... (Pause) In 

15 terms of your kids' medica l needs , you use Physicians to 

16 Children in Roanoke? 

17 A. Yes. 

ia Q. And were your children referred to an allergist 

19 by their pediatrician? 

20 A. Yes , they were. 

21 Q. Are these letters that . . . 

22 A. Yes , from Dr. Pierce . 

23 MRS. CARLBERG: Do these, copie s of the se things for 

24 us? 

25 Q. ..• I'm not as prepared . 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' --------' 
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A. Actually this was the second doctor . They we nt to 

2 Dr. William Hughes in Boones Mill when the y first b e gan 

3 being sick, and then to Physicians to Children and the n t o 

4 Walton. 

5 (PAUSE) 

6 THE COURT: These are the d e fendant's? 

7 Q. Yes, Judge. 

8 MR . MELESCO: Could we have copies of t hese made for 

9 us please? 

10 THE COURT: Yes , sir. We'll be glad to give you 

11 copies . 

12 Q. Judge, we'd like to introduce the se lette rs from 

13 the same doctor on the r eferral to the ir pe diatrician. 

14 Bring the Court ' s atte ntio n to the Ap ril 15 , 1979, l e tte r 

15 f r om Carl Rochelle which is now in e videnc e . Subseque nt to 

16 your husband's c ontac t with the doctor, did he t h e n contact 

17 you regarding the allergy t r ea tme nt t hat was b e ing rendered? 

18 A. Okay. I r e ceive d a pho ne call from my husb.::. nd . I 

19 took J ohn to the emerge ncy room o n Mo nday. I r eceived a 

20 phone call on Frida y . I wa s bus y put t ing hot s oaks on J ohn's 

21 l e g . . • 

22 Q. Now, wait a minute. I'm not ta l king about t he 

23 boil now . I ' m talking about ... 

24 A. I know. I was putting the hot s oaks o n hi s l e g 

25 for the boil, and the phone rang. And I a nswered it . My 
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husband said, "Why did John go to the emergency room?" And 

2 I, I stopped, and I said, "Be cause he had a boil on his l eg . " 

3 And he said, "Oh, really?" And I took a breath, and he 

4 began to say something else, and I said, "Hey, wait a minute . : 
I 

5 Don't ever call here again and question me," and I put the 

6 phone down, because I thought it was real unusual that he 

7 had to get a bill before he would make a phone call to find 

8 out how his children were. And that was, that was what was 

9 in my mind. And I don't understand it even now. 

10 Q. Did he ask to speak to his childre n? 

11 A. No, he did not. Absolutely did not . 

12 Q. Did he identify himsel f? 

13 A. No, he did not . 

14 Q. Now, back to my question which was .•• 

15 A. I thought that was your question. 

16 Q. No, no. My question regarding the, whether or not 

17 you heard from Dr. Wal ton as ... 

18 A. Oh, that phone call. 

19 Q. ... the result of your husband's contact with him 

20 by letter and by his t e stimony, by telephone . 

21 A. Oh, okay. I have a, I had a bit of a problem with 

22 my mail situation where I lived. Any time I got a certifie d 

23 letter, I had to go to Rocky Mount to get it. So . . . 

24 Q. I don't think either one of you p eople are capable 

25 of answering a question. 
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A. I'm answering it. 

2 Q. We're going to be here all day. 

3 A. I did. Yes, I did . 

4 Q. Thank you. 

5 A. He sent me a c e rtified l e tter . 

6 Q. Dr. Walton did . 

7 A. Right. Dr. Walton sent me this l etter. 

8 Q. We ' re not interested in how it came to you, but 

9 you got it. 

10 A. Okay. I got it. 

11 Q. And they indicate d . .. 

12 A. Yes, I'm sorry . It's c ertified. I got it late, 

13 much later. Much later. So rry about that . 

14 Q. Did he refuse then to proceed with the treatments 

15 that h e was giving to your children for ... 

16 A. He, he attempted to refuse to do it. 

MRS . CARLBERG : Judge Davis, I will stipulate on t he 

18 record that because we did not know anything about a lle rgy 

19 tests until this time, I directed my cl ient to inquire a nd 

20 tell him of the status b ecause the doctor did not know, a nd 

21 I will state t hat for the r ecord. 

22 THE COURT: All right . No problem . Just go ahead, 

23 Mr . Sha piro . When the childre n needed medical h e lp , they 

24 got it. ( 1- 2 words ) .• . children needed medical h e lp ... 

25 A. They got it. But Dr. Walton ... 

368 .--·- · 



313 . 

Connie Rochelle - Direct (Shapiro) 

Q. But the ... did they continue to get it? 

2 A. He did ... yes. He did ask me to send the serum 

3 back, and I told him absol utely not, not until I had a court 

4 order to send it back because that was part of the care of 

5 my children, and Dr. William Hugh es in Boones Mill acm1inis-

6 tered the serum because I didn't have to drive to Roanoke 

7 twice a week that way . 

8 Q. Was it your understanding that pending the outcome 

9 of this thing that the children 's care was with you? 

10 A. Absolutely. I'm their mother. 

11 Q. Now , to your knowl edge how many phone calls were 

12 r eceived in your home from your husband since October of 

13 1978 ? 

14 A. Three phone calls . 

15 Q. Were your children allowed to talk to their father? 

16 A. Sure. Absolutely they were. 

17 Q. Did you ever take the phone away from t he m or ... 

18 A. Never . I ' ve never hung up the phcne . I've walked 

19 out of the room . No , I've never hung up on my husband . I 

20 had nothing to say to him . Want e d to have no conversation 

21 with him whatsoever . But never , never saw about his own 

22 childre n. 

23 Q. Can you ... these your cards . .. 

24 A. Yes. Easter ... 

25 Q. Val e ntine 's Day? 
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A. Christmas . Yes, Valentine's . 

2 Q. Are these some of them? 

3 A. Yes, rrun huh. 

4 Q. Then the kids h ave gotten his mail? 

-·1 
I 
I 
i 

I 
I 

' 
I 

5 A. Sure they have . Birthdays, every occasion , Easter . 

6 I, I may not have them al l there . 

7 Q. Do you deny them his, his mail? 

8 A. They get them out of the mailbox . They used to 

9 get it ou t of the mailbox . I mean . • . 

10 MRS . CARLBERG : Your Honor , I think we ought to have 

11 those put in evidence . 

12 Q. Sure . Be glad to . 

13 MRS. CARLBERG : To show that the father does write to 

14 his children . 

15 Q. It also shows that the children get their mail . 

16 MRS . CARLBERG : Well , we don't know that yet . 

17 Q. Yeah, she just said it . 

18 THE COURT: Well, let's go. Come on . 

19 A. And the gifts too. 

20 Q. All right . There was an incident . .. there was an 

21 allegat ion that a , a canera was sent as a birthday present. 

22 A. Right. Right . 

23 Q. Was the camera sent as a birthday pre sent? 

24 A . That's what my husband told my son . 

25 Q . When did he b?ll him that? 

~----------------
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A. On his birthday, January 30th. 

2 Q. When did the camera arrive? 

3 A. About three or four days later. 

4 Q. What'd he tell his ... did ... well, yo u don't know 

5 what he told him. 

6 A. I don 't know. I didn't ask him anything about it . 

7 Carl was having a birthday party at the t ime ... hung up t h e 

8 phone when John finishe d talking. I was in the other r oom . 

g Some of the kids hung up the phone . I didn't hang the phone 

10 up. John just walks off and, you know. 

11 Q. Did your son get the camera? 

12 A. Sure, he got the camera. 

13 Q. Did he take any pictures with it? 

14 A. Ye s, yes . 

15 Q. Have you had them de veloped for him? 

16 A. Yes , yes , I have . 

17 Q. Has h e asked you to send any to his dad? 

18 A. No. 

19 Q. There wa s an allega t i o n that s ome p hotogra p hs that 

20 we re take n in the northe rn Virginia area by t he k i ds were 

21 sent to the m, a nd that they were r etu r n ed " r efused." Do 

22 you have knowle dge of that circumstance? 

23 A. No, I don't . ! ... whe n I got regi ste r e d l e tte rs 

24 which was, I think, one t ime since I've b een here . .. 

25 THE COURT: These were not registe~ed . Just sent 
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through the regular mail a nd marked "returned, unclaimed." 

2 A. Well, the re would be no way regular mai l woul d be 

3 unclaimed because it came to my mailbox, right in front of 

4 my house ... 

5 Q. Do you ha ve any, any ide a why the se letters were 

6 returne d to northern Virginia? 

7 A. I didn ' t know anything about it un t il right now. 

8 Q. Did you have anything to do with having these, the 

9 mail sent to your kids returned to their father? 

10 A. No , because I wouldn 't have that if I'd returned 

11 the mail. I would have returned a ll the mail, just ... 

12 Q. The answe r is no? 

13 A . No . 

14 Q. Thank you . It goes without saying your husband 

15 has, to your knowle dge , eithe r through counsel or otherwis e, 

16 has not asked to s e e his c h ildre n to your knowle dge . 

17 A. Not to my knowledge. 

18 Q. Okay. Ot h e r than Christma s . 

19 A. Right . 

20 Q. Did we have any t r o c ble working Chr is t ma s out ? 

21 A. Onl y be c a use I was c onfused about, about the day . 

22 I mean, y eah, be c a use I d idn't k now he was comi ng ... f:r:om 
..; 

23 him , an exact time . I was jus t c onfused a nd didn 't r e a l i ze 

24 that he was corning. 

25 Q . You didn't know what. time he was go nna g e t there ... ' 
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A. I didn ' t even know that he, that he personally 

2 was gonna come. 

3 Q. No arrangements had been given you. 

4 A. Right. I had a court order , but I had no, nothing., 

5 I had arrangements for the children to be kept that day and 

6 the whole week, and he called me from Boone s Mill. So I 

7 then had to b e gin to pack because I had no idea . He didn't 

8 call Christmas Day. He didn ' t call John's birthday which 

9 was two days before Christmas. 

10 Q. Well, you don't know that he didn't call, but to 

11 your knowledge . .• 

12 A. I was home mo- , all of Christmas Day , in my home . 

13 Q. Wel l, I mean you could have been on the phone, or 

14 the phone may have b een busy or something. But the fact is 

15 that the phone didn't ring to your knowledge, wi th him on 

16 the other ... 

17 A. All right. Okay. That's correct . That 's correct.: 

18 That 1 s correct . 

19 Q. Let's be fair. 

20 A ~ I didn ' t talk to h im. 

21 Q. Okay . And did he s e nd the other boy a Christmas .. 
' I 

22 pre s e nt . . . I mean a birthday present? 

23 A. No . 

24 Q. The January ... 

25 A. The De cember boy , 23rd. No , nothing came f or J ohn.; 

- ·---· - --
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Q. Okay. We l l, he 's testified to that. When he was 

2 down here at the hearing in front o f h i s Honor .. . 

3 A. Mm huh . (Affirmative) 

4 Q. . •. were you ever advised by him, his counsel or 

5 anyone that he would like to see his chi l dren? 

6 A. No . 

7 MR . MELESCO : Please the Court . I t's a letter in the 

a file , a copy to her earlier lawyer-- I c an ' t k e ep up with h e r 

9 lawyers--a copy to the Judge explaining why the re ' s no visi-

10 tation. 

11 Q. On that day? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 Q. We l l, I. .. 

14 MRS . CARLBERG : Judge Davis, I, I , we don't mean to 

15 double team the thing, but I, I r eally, yo u know, t his , t his 

16 ••• we have .. • I j ust r equest judicial notice o f the thi ngs 

17 that have happened in this, and I ' m tired of aspers ions 

18 being cast at my client for not contac ting his children, 

19 about visitation . Number one--the order wasn 't entered until · 

20 late .Ln Novembe r. He had them for Christmas. The n right i 
' 
I 

21 after t hat t h e r e was a report that evidently didn ' t meet with ! 

22 somebody ' s standards. There was a n objection to it . So 

23 then we had another o ne wh ich was in March which wa s the 

24 earlies t time, and then we set this trial for the earl ies t 

25 date which was s et f or May, a nd then it was continued. And 

- ------- ----
374 



- .... . . -· . - - ---- --- ---
Connie Rochel le - Direct (Shapiro) 

during that time, I advised, and I wi l l tell the Court, that 

2 because of these pending things and because we thought this 

3 was going to be over with, Mr. Melesco and I made a decision 

4 that since it was imminent for Mr . Rochelle to, you know, to 

5 not come down and to not do these things because of the 

6 situation. And I, I just really object to all of this, be-

7 cause it has put my client in a damaging position, and I, 

a I really take issue with it. And now he's going all ..• he, 

9 he tried to do it to my client on the stand , and now he's 

10 doing it to Mrs. Rochelle at my client again. And I , I 

11 really object to it. 

12 THE COURT : Well , I thi nk it is a legitimate inquiry. 

13 You may have answered the inquiry, but it is a legitimate 

14 inquiry. 

15 Q. I don't feel double teamed, Judge. 

16 THE COURT: All right. Go ahead, Mr. Shapiro. 

17 Q. The answer was no? 

18 A. I think so. I.~ . got lost . 

19 MRS . CARLBERG: I object to . . . I . .. do I h a ve my objec-

20 tion sustained? 

21 THE COURT: You, you've testified as to why, but I 

22 think it's a legitimate inquiry that Mr. Rochelle didn't 

23 make any concerted effort or whatever to contact .• . 

24 Q. The answer was no? 

25 A. No. 
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Q. Thank you! Now, your husband is a pilot? 

A. Yes, a private pilot. 

Q. Did he fly down on the occasion of the hearing? 

A. He .•. I don't know about that. 

Q. Okay . What you don't know, you don't ... 

A. I don't know. I'm sorry? 

Q. What you don 't know, you can't t e stify to . 

A. True. 

Q. You just don 't know. 

A. True. I don 't know. 

Q. Now, you had a stormy marriage. 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were married previously? 

A. Yes. 

Q. For how long were you married? 

A. I don't even know. Not ve ry long. About , 

I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 

orobablyl 
- I 

I 
This is with the living together I 

I 
maybe a year and a half. 

18 and, and the time for divorce which was a year. 

19 Q. How old were you when you married? The first time . , 

20 A. I belie ve I was nineteen. 

21 Q. You and Mr. Rochelle had a living ar r angeme nt as 

22 well prior to marrying . 

23 A. We lived together, yes. We were not married . 

24 Q. The all e gation has bee n made that you verbally 

25 abused your childre n by cursing at the m, holler ing and 
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screaming at them and calling them violent and vicious 

2 names. I'd like you to respond. 

3 A. Well, my response is that I don't, I have never, 

4 ever called my children those names , and I do yell at my 

5 children. I sure do. After I tell them to do s ome thing two 

6 or three o r four times and they don 't lis ten, I yell, and I 

7 even spank them sometimes, but not all t he time . And that 

a is not common b ehavior in our home , and I b e lieve that if 

9 I spoke to my children that way that t here would be a lot of 

10 people testifying to that because I don't think a child 

11 could live that way either and go to school and function as 

12 a child in the superior range of intellige nce and just be 

13 oblivious to that, then he 's not tha t we ll adjusted. If 

14 he ' s only smart and has no emotional response to tha t 

15 behavior, there's a problem . And I think my childre n are 

16 perfectly normal and would respond to that and would have 

17 v e ry bad r esponses b e cause they ' re, they ' re extr emely aware 

18 emotionally and intellectually both , and ... 

19 Q. Your answer is that you deny those allegations? 

20 A. That's right . I do. 

21 Q. Thank you . Did you ever call your husband some 

22 names? 

23 A. Oh, sure, plenty of them . 

24 Q. You don 't deny t hat? 

25 A. No , I don't deny that at all . He ' s calle d me some 

I 

-·-- - - ··----- ·- _ ___J 
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too, and that ' s whe re I heard them. 

2 MR . MELESCO : I didn't hear that last answer . 

3 Q. She said that that's . .. he's called her some too 

4 and that ' s where she learned them. The allegation has been 

5 made that you during the course of your marriage or a part 

6 thereof, abused the privilege of using your husband's credit 

7 to his financial disservice, and you spent money for your 

8 own personal needs far and above your standard of living or 

9 your income. Would you respond to that? 

10 A . I ' ll make this real quick . 

1 1 Q. Thank you. 

12 A . But this comes to mind . That , that was a big part 

13 of our marriage . It was his credit that I abused . I didn't 

14 do anything. I just abused his credit according to him . 

15 That ' s not my side of it. When I was first married to him, 
I 

16 
I it is not true that I always had the use of the charge cards . . 
I 

17 I had them at Christmas . He can go back to Minne apolis and 

18 show you checks that he gave me at Christmas. He we nt to 

19 the ·grocery store with me every week . I was not allowed to 

20 go and sign checks. Only after my first child was born did 

21 we have a joint checking account. And the abuse of the 

22 credit cards , as he puts it, began in the Washi ngton or 

23 Arlington area. My husband would spend two hundred and fifty; 

24 dollars on a, on a camel hair blazer or jacket, whic:h he did 

25 in Minneapolis, flying lessons while I had three maternity 

·- ··--·- ··- - ---·- - -- ______ _, 
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dresses which I made, and I don't feel that I abused any-

2 thing. I feel that maybe I put mine together at a time that 

3 was, t hat was very bad in my life, and , and I think that 

4 maybe was an exorbitant amount of money for ever how many 

5 months but not for eight years. I think that was pretty 

6 good. For, I was a wife, I was a mother, I did have the 

7 children , I did clean the floors, I did cook , I d id have 

a s ex, I did perform, a nd I don't think that was an outstand-

g ing salary for those five ... it was five and a half years 

10 that I was married to him before I worked, not three. I was 

11 pregnant three years after I was marr i ed to him, or three 

12 and a h a lf. 

13 Q. Were you , were you i ll during the period of your 

14 marr iage on any occasions? And if so, approximately when , 

15 the nature of those illnesses and the manner i n which they 

16 affected your performance . 

17 A. Yes. I , I was ill during my pregnancy with John. 

18 I felt physically worse than I d id ·with Carl . And ... 

19 MR . MELESCO : Judge , we ' d stipulate that she' s · had 

20 real health problems. If she wants to go into details , it 's 

21 f i ne . 

22 A. No . I'm not going to do a detail . I 'll just do 

23 it quick . In the year and a half afte r John was born , I 

24 had, I had four operations, and I' ve had a few bladder opera- · 

25 t ions since then . I had a blood clot and I h emorrhaged from 

- - - - ---- ·-· - · ·- -· -- .. - -- ---
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a medication that I was taking. And whether or not those 

2 were real, my husband's insurance company paid the bi l ls 

3 for them and I got t he sti tches. So I believed the doctor . 

4 I d i dn't invent a hernia . 
. • 

5 Q. Did those illnesses that you described and others, 

6 I take it, affect your abil ity to perform your responsibili -

7 ties? 
i 

8 A. Well, four operations in a year and a half is I 
time my mother- : 

i 
9 being put to s l eep every few months. And one 

10 in- law came when I h ad surgery and stayed for a few days. 

11 When I came home from the hospital , she left . I was run 

12 down, I woul d say is more the word . I did not have outside 

13 help not after I had the children or the surgeries . And, 

14 y e s , I fe l t , I felt very badly . To be put t o sleep one time 

15 is t o fee l badly for a whi l e afterwards. 

16 Q. Were you able to take care of your chi ldren? 

17 A. I did take care of them . I , I did . There was no 

· 18 one e l se there except me, and my husband was there and , of 

19 course, did things when he ,,as there , but he didn't stop 

20 work. He didn ' t take off work and, well, you k now ... 

21 Q. Well , according to him, the re we r e , h e was off t wo 

22 full da ys during the week. Was that t r ue during the marri -

23 age? 

24 A. Yes . Yes . 

25 Q. And during those two days that he was totally off, 

380 



Connie Rochelle - Direct (Shapiro) 
---------··--1 

he did help and around the house ond do things. 

2 A. At a, at a certain time in the marriage, not all 

3 through the marriage. Most of the time in the beginning, 

4 he .slept until 10:00 or 11:00 o'clock in the morning and I 

5 got up. 

6 Q. It was a mutual (distortion) ... deal. 

7 A. It was mutual at some point. It wasn't that 

8 mutual. 

9 Q. Now, ... I'rn interested ... period of separation ... 

10 when was that ..• 

11 A~ I think it was . .. during 1976 ... but I can't say ..• 

12 Q •... agre ement ... 

13 (Two or three sets of questions and answers completely 

14 unintelligible due to distortion.) 

15 Q . ... situation changed ..• 

16 A. ... I tried •.• that was the first ... in my life ..• 

17 I'd ever ... was to .....• I ..... find out ... eA'})enses for ..• 

18 everybody just ... custody ... him ... continued •.. beating me ... 

19 and so .•• 

20 Q. That was the .•• 

21 A. . . • relation ... it was ... 

22 Q. And so ... you c ome ... 

23 A. No ... worked ... 

24 Q. What was your ..• 

25 A. One hundred ••. horne pay •.. 
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Q .... you found it ... impossible •. . on that ..• 

2 A. . .. I had to. I had never been out . . . checkbook. I 

3 had never done anything, nothing, and, yes , I found it im-

4 possible to learn all about it and do everything else at the 

5 same time. 

6 Q. So your husband moved back into the house ... 

7 A. That's right . 

8 Q .... your children . 

9 A. Right. 

10 Q. Now, what was your arrangement during that period 

11 of time? 

12 A . When . . . prior to his moving back in, I wanted what 

13 was best for my children, and I didn ' t want to be a hero. 

14 So I, I talked with him about coming back, and he said that 

15 was fine. I asked him what the arrangements would be for 

' 16 the children. He said that he would hire someone or \vhatever! 

17 or some . .. it, it seems to me that he asked me about do ing it, ! 
' 

18 and I had, I had made arrangements to take an evening job 

19 b e cause I could not live, even apart from him I could not 

W l ive on a hundred and twenty-f i ve dollars a week . So I told 

21 him about the part-t~me job, and just before the children 

22 came back, he asked me about, you know, he would give me a 

23 hundred dollars a month and , if I would be on call during the. 

24 week f or him. I had no problem with that. I wanted to be 

25 with my children anyway, but economically I couldn't do it. 

- --- - - - - ------ ---- ~ - - --
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I did not hire myself out to my hus band to b abysit for my 

2 children, and I did that, I wanted to be with my children. 

3 And I felt that after so many years of marriage , a hundred 

4 dollars a month, I thought that was just unagreeable arrange~ 

5 ment. I didn't feel that my services were b e ing bought , and 

6 I didn't know at the time he felt that way either. 

7 Q. Did you have accommodations for overnight during 

a that period of time with your children? 

9 A. No, I didn't. I, I did not live with three men . 

10 Three men lived in the house in Georgetown, and they rented 

11 the same as I did. We were not bed fellows . They simply 

12 lived there. There were very nice p eople in Washington. 

13 Coed living arrangements are not unusual. And that 's where 

14 I lived . I lived in the basement in one room, and they 

15 live d on the third floor. And ... 

16 Q. It just wasn't proper accommodations for your 

17 kids to spend the night. 

18 A. Oh, no. Well, I didn't f eel so. I would think 

19 differently about that now, but, you know , they would have 

20 had to slee p on the fl oor or whatever . At the time I f e l t 

21 my children needed a bed in their own room , t h a t sort of 

22 thing. But no, it would be more important f o r them t o be 

23 with me now, but I didn't think so then. But I had the 

24 rooms. And that was overnight. I was with t hem on the 

25 weekends and in the evenings when he was away, a nd sometimes 

' 

! 
I 

I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
i 
' 

I 
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when he wasn ' t. I didn't ignore my children for six months 

2 during the week. 

3 Q. Now , did you then reconcile? 

4 A. Yes, we did . 

5 Q. And how was life leading up to the second separa-

6 tion? 

7 A. In the beginning, when we began to, to get back 

a together and get some help , which was in October , we also, 

g we began sleeping together, and I would spend the nights 

10 there in November . It was fairly pleasant . There were 

11 things my husband would not allow me to do. For instance, 

12 he had no interest in, in having a joint checking account 

13 or in the beginning to make the marriage equal . Once again, 

14 I was going in as a, as a , almost like, I felt like a child, 

15 as a good daughter--"No, you can't do thes e things, but you 

16 can do these things." So I accepted that for a while . I 

17 tried very hard to accept that part of it and of him, and it 

18 
. . 

became bad after I moved back in . Very bad . 

19 Q. Did you enter into a course of therapy to help 

20 you? And if so, why? 

21 A. In October, I believe, we both began seeing Paul 

22 Wiseberg. And I, I began see ing him Labor Day, Septe mbe r, 

23 and then in October my husband and I both began s e eing him . 

24 I wanted my marriage to work. I wanted my children . I 

25 wanted to be with them. That's why. 
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Q. Were you having other problems other t han those 

2 associated with the marriage and the problems of the marri-

3 age? 

4 A. All of the problems I had were associated with my 

5 frustrations in the marriage. This wa s ... I was in group 

6 t herapy, and this was one of the things that was discusse d -~ 

7 there, and it was also discussed in the therapy with my 

a husband and I. It was a difficult situation . He was a 

9 difficult personality for me to live with . 

10 Q. Well, you ' ve been described as e motional, and he 's 

11 been described as rational. Is that, does that demonstrate 

12 your personalities? Those terms? 

13 A. I don't fee l that my husband is always ratio nal 

14 any more than I feel that I'm always emotional . I think I, 

15 I show my feelings perhaps more than h e does . But I, I'm 

16 not a raving maniac . I' m not running through the streets 

17 causing a lot of ·unpl easantness f o r p eople . 

18 Q. Did you get alo ng with your mother- in- law? 

19 A. My mother-in-law? I haven ' t seen the woman . 

20 Q. I mean while y o u we re married . 

21 A. I didn ' t see h e r very much then . I did not get 

22 along with her , sure. I had no proble ms with ... 

23 Q. I mean you d idn't have any ... 

24 A. Never had an a rgument, jus t I might have told her 

25 a few t hings a few times ... things ... 
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Q. I'm talking about mother-in-law problems. You ... 

2 A. I'm talking about mother-in-law too. I didn't 

3 have, to my knowledge, any problems with h er . She was 

4 always very pleasant, very kind to me. 

5 Q. Now, this Wiseberg thing. 

6 A. Mm huh. 

7 Q. You told the probation officer or welfare worker 

8 or whoever up there, about it? 

9 A. Yes, I did. 

10 Q. How did that happen? Why did it happen, in retro-

11 spect? 

12 A. I would say if, why it happened, it happened at 

13 just a very horrible time in my marriage, and the relation-

14 ship between a psychiatrist and a patient is close. I be-

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

parJ 
15 lieve that there was an unnecessary amount of dependency 

16 established , and I believe that , that Dr. Wiseberg had a 

17 in that, a knowing part e ven. And I think that was it. 
I 

That~ 
I 

18 my whole life, I felt, was falling apart. I could not get 

19 to my husband in any way . 

20 Q. You mean communicate. 

21 A. Right. I could not communicate with him, and j ust, : 

22 just a total amount of anger . Eve rything in our relationship; 

23 was angry. 

24 Q. Did there come a time when, when you became em-

25 ployed by Dr. Wiseberg? 
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A. Yes. Dr. Wiseberg discussed that in group t herapy 

2 with me. He discussed it in private therapy with my 
I 
I 

him .! 3 husband-- his hiring me . And I did , I did go to work for 

4 Q. You admitted an affair which involved several 

5 sexual encounters . 

6 A. Yes. But not at that time. :~ 

7 Q. Well, I, I 1 m just spe aking of the Wiseberg period . 

8 A. Okay. Yes, yes, yes. 

9 Q. Okay. This was discussed with your husband at 

10 some time subsequently. 

11 A. Yes, it was. 

12 Q. Did you and he ... were you and he able to communi-

13 cate on that subject? 

14 A. Oh, yes. He communicated very well on that s ub-

15 ject. He was very anxious to sue Paul Wiseberg . 

16 Q. Did he feel or did he tell you that he felt like 

17 you had been taken advantage of? 

18 A. Oh, yes. Absolutely. 

19 Q. · Was that his opinion? Your husband's opinion . 

20 A. That 1 s what he said. 

21 Q. And you did then ... 

22 A. Apparently he doesn't think that now. 

23 Q. You did the n corrune nce a joint lawsuit ... i 
24 

25 

A. Ye s . I 
Q • • • • against Dr . Wiseberg. I 

I 

I 
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A. Yes, we did. 

2 Q. Subsequent to your separation, second separation 

3 from your husband, you became friends with Les Silverman. 

4 A. I , I met him , yes . 

5 Q. Did you date him? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. Did you tel l your husband you were in love with 

8 him? 

9 A. Yes, I told my husband all .about Les Silverman. 

10 Q. And did that encounter .. . did that friendship 

11 develop or has it dissipated? 

12 A. Les Silverman and I are friends . 

13 Q. Did you ever live with Les Silverman? 

14 A. No, I did not l i ve with Les Silverman. Never. 

15 Q. Did he l oan you various items o f, to furnish 

16 your apartment? 

17 A. Les Silverman and I intended and discussed living 

18 together, and he did bring his stereo over , and h e brought 

19 the aquarium over for, for my children, which stayed there · 

20 until I left D. C . , but Le s Silverman didn ' t stay the re. I 

21 mean I, you know, I've already sa id that he , he may have 

22 b een in my apartment thre e or f our or five nights. I 
' 

23 

24 

coul dn't do it . I c ould not live with him, wi th anyone , 
and I 

I did not . 

25 Q. You mean with your c h ildren? 
I 

I 
I 

------ - - - -- - - --------
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A. With my chil- ... withoul my children. No, I, at 

2 this point, but at that time, yes , with the children there 

3 and the whole thing, I felt that I, that . . . the relationship 

4 could be continued for the, for the time of my s e paration, 

5 and at the end of that separation, there could be a marriage,: 

6 but I did no t want to live with him. And I told my husband 

7 that. And the items that Les Silvennan had there l eft t he 

8 same week they came. 

9 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, do you, do you want custody of 

10 your childre n? 

11 A. Absolutely. 

12 Q. Do you feel that you are capable and at handling 

13 them? 

14 A. Yes. Yes. 

15 Q. Take the witness. 

16 THE COURT : Cross-examination? 

17 MR. MELESCO : A few questions, your Honor. 

18 CROSS- EXAMINATION 

19 BY MRS. CARLBERG: 

20 Q. When did you s ay t hat your childr e n be gan living 

21 wi th you? 

22 A. My childre n b egan living with me after they came 

23 back from their g r andmother 's. 

24 Q. Whe n was that? 

25 A. I don't r eme mbe r the e xact date. It was a few 
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. . ··· - - .. . - ----- . -- ------~ 

weeks prior to school starting as b e st I can rememb e r . .. 

2 August, September of 1978. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Q. Now, when was it you first started going or seeing : 
! 

Dr. Wiseberg? 

A. The initial time I saw him ... 

Q. Yes. 

A. Was September 30th if that's Memorial Day. 

Q. Of what year? 

A. Of '77, I believe. 

Q. When did you have sexual intercourse with him? 

A. March of '78. 

Q. When did you and your husband begin going to 

13 marriage counseling jointly with him? 

14 A. October of '77. 

15 Q. And when did you tell your husband that you had 

16 had sexual intercourse with Dr. Wiseberg? 

17 A. I told my husband on June 30th, 1978 . I called 

18 him at about quarter of 11:00 from Paul Wise be rg's office, 

19 and I told him then. 

20 Q. And was that after you had moved out on June the 

21 15th of 1978? 

22 A. I told him after I moved out. 

23 Q. And when did Les Silverman spend f our or five days 

24 .in your apartment? 

25 A. I don't know. I met him, I met him on July 7th. 

-- --- ------. -----------
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I did not date him until, did not have a da te with him per 

2 se alone until July 14th. I remember those dates. But I 

3 don't know. It had to have b een, I b e lieve, late July or 

4 August. It was during a week when the children had come 

5 home, which I've already said. 

6 Q. And is that when you had s exual intercourse with 

7 Les Silverman? 

8 A. I didn't have sexual inte rcourse with Le s Silverma~ 

9 then. 

10 Q . When did you have, first have sexual in.tercourse 

11 with Les Silverman? 

12 A. I don't know that date . I don't remember. 

13 Q. But you have had sexua l intercourse with Le s 

14 Silverman? 

15 A. Yes , I have . 

16 Q. Can you t e ll me whe the r or not yo u had a n abortion 

17 in the swnmer o f 1977? 

18 A. Yes, I had an abortion in the summer o f 1977 . 

19 Q. How much r e nt did you pay on your one room in 

20 Georgetown? 

21 A. I have, do not r emembe r. I c ould n ' t t e ll you. 

22 Q. Could it have been three hundre d and twe nty-five 

23 dollars a month? 

24 A. I doubt it very s e riously because I didn't have 

25 three hundred and twenty-five dollars a month . But it, it 
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may very well have been. I don't know . If utilities were 

included, it might have been. I really don ' t know. 

Q. Mrs. Rochelle , isn't it true that since you ar-

I 
i 
I 
I 

rived down here or just after your arrival, you had a discus~ 

sion with Carl 's teacher wherein you were ve ry angry and 

raised your voice at her concerning her discipline of him 

and the way she ran her classroom? 

A. No . That's absolutely not true. 

Q. So if Mrs. Flora were to be called as a rebuttal 

witness, she . . . 

MR . SHAPIRO: Your Honor, I, I object to that. Unless 

she ' s here or in a position to testify ... 

THE COURT: She can ask her, if she said it was not 

true, and . .. 

MR. SHAPIRO : Well, she ' s not , can't be called upon to 

answer what someone else might testify to . 

Q. This is cross-examination , your Honor . 

THE COURT : · Wel l , she just ... . 

MR . SH.~PIRO: All right, sir . 

Q. May I continue? 

THE COURT : It is a denial at this point, Mr., (1-2 

words), Mr . Shapiro . 

Q. Go ahead, Mrs. Rochelle. 

A. Okay . What, what you, what you asked me is a 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

denial. I had a conversation with Mrs . Flora. And I have a , 
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2 I notice my voice is loud. That doesn't mean I'm raising 

3 my voice at someone. Marie Flora has a . very soft voice. I 

4 don't. 

5 Q. Were you angry that day at her? 

6 A. I was not, I was not angry. I was upset b e cause 

7 Carl had come home and said--this was shortly after he began 

a school, a few days after, came home and said--that he was 

g told that he would be taken to the office and paddled if he 

10 didn't have a pencil, and he was crying and very upset. I 

11 came into the classroom and found that there was no one in 

12 the classroom. And I waited for Mrs . Flora. And when she 

13 came, I told her of my concern about Carl being upset about 

14 that, and I told her at that time my child under no circum-

15 stances was ever to be hit at school . Now , if she inter-

16 preted that as my being angry , I wasn't angry then . I would 

17 have been real angry had he been hit. And I then went to 

1a John Gruver ... 

19 Q. All right. Let me ask you something . 

20 A. ... a nd, and said that I didn't want him hit under 

21 any circumstances . 

Okay. Now, you heard Ell e n Holsclaw testify today .! 
I 

22 Q. 

23 Did you hear her testi- ... isn't it true that she testified 

24 that the children had not received any gifts or cards and 

25 that that's what you had told her during her interview? 
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A. I heard what she said , but that is not what hap-

2 pened. 

3 Q. In other words, you are saying that what Ellen 

4 Holsclaw said that you said today is not true. 

5 A. That I am saying that that part of what Ellen 

6 Holsclaw said today is not true. I said to her verbatim 

7 that John had not received a birthday present . I think that 

a the problem \~·as that Ellen didn't know Carl f rom John, by 

9 just ta l king to you h e re, and that was the whole thing . I 

10 don't think she misrepresented anything because she said 

11 that "one of the children" received a gift . She did not 

12 know which one, and it was John that did not and Carl that 

13 did, and I told her the cards had come, and there had been 

14 two phone calls and I did not know why my h usband hadn't 

15 seen the childre n nor why he didn't call them . 

16 Q. Mrs . Rochelle, isn't it t rue that Mr. Rochelle has 

17 paid all o f the doctor bills since you ' ve been living down 

18 here? 

19 A. Yes . I sent them to him because he has tne 

20 ins urance , a nd I did not have the money, and I don't qualify : 

21 for . . . aid . 

22 Q. Isn't it true . .. okay. Le t me just ask you . Isn 't : 

23 it true t hat you did not notify him of the boil? 

24 A. Of course I didn ' t notify him of the boil . He 

25 didn't bother to contact the children . 
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Q. But you had the . .. wai t j ust a minute . You did ... 

2 MR. SHAPIRO : Now , your Honor, she's got a right . .. 

3 Q. All you have to give u s , the answer, yes or no . 

4 THE COURT: Wait a minute . Wait a minute . Wait a 

5 minute . She said she didn ' t notify him of the boil ... 

6 Q. All right. That's it. Isn ' t it true that that :~ 
7 night when you found out about the boil, you did have the :.. 

a emergency room send a bill to Mr . Rochelle? 

9 A. That ' s right. 

10 Q. Isn ' t i t true that you never discussed prior to 

11 the a llergy bills being sent to Mr . Rochelle the fact that 
I 

12 

I 
. . . ?I the children were being taken to pediatricians for allergies. 

13 A. I didn ' t even know I was supposed to be discussing 

14 that with him . He wasn ' t even bothe ring to find out if his 

15 chi ldren were de ad or a l ive . 

16 Q. All right now, you can just answer the se y e s or 

17 no . Isn't it true that you sent the bills .. . 

18 A. That's right . 

19 Q .... for the allergies to Mr . Roch e lle ? 

20 A That's true, true , true , true . 

21 Q. Isn ' t it true you d i d not discuss them prior to 

22 him receiving the bills about the alle rgy or l e t him know 

23 that he would be receiving the bi l ls? 

24 A. That ' s true. 

25 Q. Isn't it true that in May of this year Carl was 
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taken t o t he doctor, and h e d i agnosed his condition as 

2 having fatigue ? 

3 A. I didn ' t know a thing about that until today. In 

4 May? 

5 Q. May of 1979 . 

6 THE COURT : . .. doesn't matter. She said she didn't ·~ 
·~ 

7 know about i t. 

8 A. May? 

9 THE COURT: .•. the doctor , one of the .. . 

10 MR . SHAP IRO : That was Dr ., the l etter from Dr . Pierce . 

11 A. From Pi e rce . I saw that ... I ... 

12 THE COURT: She' s not denying that he sent the l e tt e r . 

13 Q. All right . 

14 A . Was ..• 

15 THE COURT : She says she didn't know about it until 

16 today. 

17 A. Was that letter r egarding an office visi t in May 

18 or was that rega rdi ng wanting to know about the child's con-

19 dition in general? The fa~igue goes along with the aller-

20 gie s , a nd is a very c ommon sympto m of a n allergic child . I 

21 didn ' t realize Carl was f atigued . 

22 THE COURT : Dr . Pi e r ce ' s l etter dated May 30, 19 79 ... 

23 says in January of 1979 . 

24 A. In January . That was with t h e allergies and when ! 
25 they we r e s i ck. He wasn't treat ed in May . I 

___ J 
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MR. MELESCO: February of '79. 

2 THE COURT: ••. 1979. 

3 Q. On February 2 of '79, did Doctor .. . 

4 A. February, right. 

5 Q. Did Dr. Pierce tell you at that time that he was 

6 suffering from fatigue? 

7 A. My children have never see n Dr. Pierce. 

8 THE COURT: He wrote a lette r. 

9 A. I know he wrote a letter. 

10 MR. SHAPIRO: If you'll look at the letter, you'll 

11 see it's Gordge. 

12 A. William Gordge. That, that, again, the fatigue 

13 and all the other symptoms, like the postnasal drip and the 

14 sore throat .... 

15 Q. Now , just wait a minute . 

16 THE COURT: You didn't know anything about it? 

17 A . ·No. 

18 THE COURT: Until today. Okay. 

19 A. No. No one told me it was fa t igue . They r eferred 

20 them to an alle rgist. 

21 Q. Which doctor did you see in this Physicians to 

22 Children? 

23 A. Dr . Gordge, Gordge, or however you pronounce it. 

24 Q. Did Dr. Gordge ... Dr. Gordge didn't tell you about 

25 Carl's fatigue. 

---------· -- ----- - -- - --
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I 

A. He said he was tired. That's the same thing as 

2 fatigue. Tired, and that comes from a llergies. 
I 

3 Q. Okay. All right. 
I 

Isn't it true that Mr. Rochelle i 
4 called you on Christmas Day and you told him that the chi!-

5 dren were at your mother's? 

6 A. No . That's Thanksgiving Day. 

7 Q. Al l right. So he called on Thanksgiving. 

8 A. And hung up on me when I told him where they were. 

9 And when they came home, I had them call him at work. 

10 Q. All right. Let me ask you something. Did your 

11 former a ttorney tell you about the visitation requests? 

12 A. Which former attorney? Bill Davis? 

13 Q. Yes. 

14 A. Bill Davis didn't tell me too much, and that's why 

15 he's not my attorney now. No, I didn 't know a thing about 

16 that. I 

17 Q. Isn't it true that you called Mr. Rochelle name s 

18 in the presence of the children? . 

19 A. Probably have, and he's called me names in t he 

20 pr=se nce of the children too. 

21 Q . . Do you think that the r e ason that, the fact that 

n he does it makes it right for you to do it? 

23 A. Do I think that the fact that he does it makes it 

24 right for me? 

25 Q. Now, you just ... wait a minute. You just said, "He 

-- -------------
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does it too. 11 

2 A. Yes . 

3 Q. But I ask you, isn ' t it true that you did it in 

4 the prese nce of your children? 

5 A. Right. And so did he . 

6 Q. All right . Isn't it true that you worked and had 

7 funds of your own? 

8 A. I worked and I had the money that I, that I worked 

9 for . Yes, that's true. 

10 Q. Al l right. And do you have any of the children's 

11 doctor bills for the past either, do you have canceled checks: 
I 

12 o r paid receipts where out of your own work funds you paid : 

13 for the children's doctors ' bills, Mrs. Rochelle? 

14 A. I didn't have enough money to do that, no . 

TS Q. Mrs. Rochelle, do you have for any time period 

16 during your marriage or s eparation canceled checks whereby 

17 you yourself out of your own work funds paid for any of your 

18 children 1 s clothes? 

19 A. Well, sure I do . 

20 Q. Do you have them h e re in court today? 

21 A. No, I don't have them here , but that's how they've 

22 bee n being dressed since l ast Octo ber beca use he hasn 1 t done , 

23 it. 

24 Q. No , I'm not talking about Octobe r ... 
! 

25 A. You said since the time I've b een separated . 
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Q. All right. Up to the time in Oct0ber . 

2 A. Sure . 

3 Q. Up to the time in October . 

4 A. Mm huh. Yes . 

5 Q. You have receipts? 

6 A. I don't receipts, but I charge d clothing for which 

7 I took responsibility for the bill for two hundred dollars 

a when my husband would not buy the clothes for them. 

9 Q. Are those receipts here in court today? 

10 A. I do not have those receipts. I just said that I 

11 don 1 t even have r e c e ipts. 

12 Q. Do you have any canceled checks or paid receipts 

13 for any .. . 

14 A. I have no canceled checks in the court today, 

15 period. 

16 Q • ... of the children's tuition? 

17 A. I have a thirty- five dollar canceled check at 

18 home where I paid the enrollment ... 

19 Q. Prior to Octobe r of 1979 . . . 1 78 . 

20 A. Where I • . . 

21 THE COURT: Wait a minute . Wait a minute . Let her 

22 answer the question. 

23 Q. The time period prior to Octobe r of 1978. 

24 A. I, I have a thirty-five dollar che ck which I paid 

25 to Georgetown Day prior to September when he began school, 
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for his enrollment fee b ecause I found that school for h i m. 

2 Q. Is that the total amount tha t you've spent on your 

3 children's tuition up to October of 1978? 

4 A. Yes. I couldn't afford to send my children to 

5 private school . 

6 Q. Can you recall approximately how much you made in 

7 1976? 

8 A. I have no idea. 

9 Q. Can you recall how much you made in 1977? 

10 A. I have no idea. 

11 Q. You indicated that you had never balanced a check-

12 book or did no t know how. Are you saying that in your first 

13 marriage you didn't have your own checkbook and balance it 

14 either? 

15 A. I don't remember if I d i d or not in my first 

16 marriage. That was a few years ago . 

17 Q. Isn't it true to -Mrs . Riesenman you admitted 

18 writ ing bad checks? 

19 A. No , that's not true . She asked me the day I was 

20 there, "Do you write bad checks?" and my initial response 

21 was "No," because my idea of a bad check is when you write 

22 checks and you know for a fact you h a ve no mone y in the bank . '. 
l 

23 It is not when you write a check and it come s back and goe s 

24 thro ugh twice or whatever. And I answered, "No ." And then 

25 she called me on the phone and said, "Did you tell me that 
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----, 
! 

you had never written a bad check?" And I, I knew that the 

2 check from the insurance company had been re turned, but 

3 they're two different questions. 

4 Q. Let me ask you, Mrs. Rochelle. Isn't it true that : 
I 

5 you have never contacted your landlady on MacArthur Boule -

6 vard concerning your departure even up to this present time? 

7 A. That's exactl y correct. 

8 Q. Okay. How many times have you gone to real estate ; 
! 

9 school? 

10 A. Well, I went once in Washington, and I had 

11 surgery, and that's why I did not take my test. 

12 Q. All right, Mrs. Rochelle, just answer me. How .. . 

13 A. And I wen t once here. 

14 MR. SHAPIRO: Judge .•. Judge, she's got a right to 

15 answer the question ... I think. 

16 THE COURT: It all should be in. She went in Washing-

17 ton and she went here. She's been twice. 

18 Q. Did you take the r e al estate exam in March of 1979 

19 down here? 

20 A. No, I didn't take it in March of 1979 because it 

21 snowed so much that I could not get out of my d riveway to 

22 finish the course. 

23 Q. Have you t aken or finished the course up to the 

24 present time? 

25 A. I could not afford the gas to go to Roanoke to 

.____ ___________ _ 
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take the course again. No, I haven't . But I can take the 

2 course, and I will take the c ourse. My mone y is the r e . I 

3 can take it, and I will take the test. 

4 Q. On page seven of her report, Mrs. Riesenman indi-

5 cate d that yo~ had discussed the marital problems with the 

6 children. Isn't that true? 

7 A. No, that isn't true . I don't even know what that 

a means. I had told my childre n when I came here , of course, 

9 why we were coming and we weren't going back, but, no, we 

10 don't have discussions about the marital problems. We don 't 

11 discuss the marriage at all. 

12 Q. So when Pat, Patricia O'Donnel l and Mrs . Risenman 

13 both have made statements that you had stated to them that 

14 you had discussed and explained the marital problems with 

15 the children, those statements are not true? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I discussed ... 

MR . SP..APIRO : Wait a minute . Wait, wait, wait, wait. I 
Your Honor, for the record, I do not believe that t his wit- 1 

ness ... she has denied it. I don't think s he has to be calle~ 
upon to, to discuss or testify a s to the veracity of wha t 

s omeone else has said . 

THE COURT: It 's in the report. You asked her did I 
she make the statement, that she discussed her marital p rob- I 
lems with the children, she said, "No." I 

Q. Okay. Has Carl been able to continue his French I 
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that he had taken previously since he's been down here? 

2 A. He took French along with the curriculum at 

3 Chesterbrook Montessori. He did not have it at Georgetown 

4 Day, and they did not have it in the school here. 

5 Q. Okay. Did ..• at the time that Mr. Roche ll e ... you 

6 indicated that he had beaten you ... did you go out and get a 

7 warrant for his arrest? 

8 A. I did the first time. 

9 Q. And when was that? 

10 A. It was October 2nd and 3rd of 1976. 

11 Q. Did you go to a hospital? 

12 A. No. I went to a photographer, a·nd I went to a 

13 lawyer . 

14 Q. You . .. where did you get the warrant for his 

15 arrest? 

16 A. My attorney got it. John Keats. 

17 Q. Your attorney went out and got a warrant for his 

18 arrest? You didn't ... 

19 A. Oh, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I was c onfused. I 

20 sued him for constructive desertion. I don't kriow how that 

21 happened. No, I did not go and get a warrant . He was 

22 served with papers. I signed the papers, I think, in Mr. 

23 Keats' office. 

24 Q. But that was only for a divorce, wasn't it? 

25 A. It wasn't ... my ..• I don't k now. My understanding 

- ·----- --- · - - ---- ------
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was that he was being ·sued for constructive -desertion for 

2 beating me, and that's what I thought it meant. I don't 

3 know. I, I'm not intending to lie. I don't know what I'm 

4 talking about apparently. 

5 Q. Did you inform Mr. Rochelle that you were moving 

6 prior to moving to Roanoke? 

7 A. No. 

8 MR. SHAPIRO: _Now, your Honor, again ... I'm going to 

9 use the Dave Melesco and Carlberg approach. I advised this 

10 Court in chambers when we were last here and trying to make 

11 arrangements that, that the place that Mrs. Rochellewas liv-

12 ing here was being sold, she had to move and she was moving 

13 to Roanoke. Mr. Melesco knew that information. 

14 MR. MELESCO: We don't have an address until today, 

15 Mr. Shapiro. 

16 THE COURT: Okay. 

17 MR. SHAPIRO: No one's ever asked me for an address . 

18 THE COURT: Okay. 

19 MR. MELESCO : She can call him. 

20 THE .COURT: You moved effective what? July 1. 

21 A. Yes. 

22 THE COURT: She's been .over there less than a week , 

23 so let's move it. 

24 Q. I have no further questions, your Honor. 

25 MR. SHAPIRO: No questions. 



..:; '.) L) •. 

------------------- - ·- -· -- -- .. 
., --------·--1 

THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

2 MR. MELESCO: Judge, can I make a suggestion? 

3 THE COURT: Do you have any other evidence , Mr. 

4 

5 No, your Honor, we do not. 

6 Any rebuttal testimony? 

g We would, I would .. . we were hoping to 

1o argue the case, but these people need to g et gone, and I'd 

11 ask that the, c ourt be adjourned now a nd either one o f two 

12 things--either argue by l e tter, memorandum, o r in the 

13 alternative , Mr. Shapiro and I can c ome over here at your 

14 c o nvenience. 

15 THE COURT: I don't think I'll have to (1-2 words) 

16 you gentlemen . . . ! don't think you think so . I t ' s strictly 

17 a matter of facts, a nd how I'm going to dete rmine the 

18 finding, wh ich I can tel l you right now , I don't know . 

19 MR . MELESCO : Well , whatever, whatever you '"ant to 

20 do, I think . . . 

21 THE COURT: But I ' ll be glad to read or hear anything 

22 you h ave to say now or l ater . 

23 MR. SHAPIRO : Judge , I .. . my suggestion would be tha t 

24 we simply ... they have submi tted a litt l e l aw . . . 

25 THE COURT: Wel l, that ' s s omething ... 

-- - - ----- - ----·---·- __ _ __. 
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MR. SHAPIRO: I think the law is applicable. I think 

2 it's law ... I mean the cases the y've cited are the appropriate: 

3 cases for this case. 

4 THE COURT: But I'll be glad to hear any of you. 

5 MR. MELESCO: Well, the main thrust of what I was 

6 

7 

8 

saying was simply, can we adjourn now. 

THE COURT : Yeah . 

MR. MELESCO: And we'll do it whateve r way you want to 

9 do it for later. 

10 THE COURT: I'm the first to realize that whatever 

11 happens is extremely important to both of these parties . 

12 I know that. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. MELESCO : Yes, sir. 

(COURT ADJOURNED) 
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.ExperJence:ABC N~ws ~ashlngton Bureau,Washlngton,D.C. 
Employed frcm SepteT.ter 1973 to present 
·Jot t 1 tle: Prouucer, \':r1 ter _ 
Du t 1 es: Prodt;c inrr r,ews s tor:i es for DEF (.AEC 's 
synd1cated newsfeed Berv1ce)Renr rt1ng,wr1t1ng . 
and narratfn~ $pot~ for .DEF. Also writing and 
prod~1c1ng for Even1ng J\ews,Gor·d Morn1ng Amer1cc. 
J\e~·s Er1e! and Snccial Events on a . relief bas1~ 

. ' 

h1/SP-TV M1nne212ol)s,Mir.r.csota .- · 
· Empioycd fror.: Jar.uary 1971. to June 1973 :: 
Jee title :P.nchor, Producer ·' ·.· ·· 
Dutles :J!.11ch.or1r,g the 5:00 c.nd 10:00 pm News ·· .~~ 

.Y.'t1ch I also produced. A limited amount of .. 
: · !"'epc rt1r.g ar.d anct1oring ar~ d prod.uc 1r:g a , 
t1-v.:ec:~:ly, half hour ,nev.:s and putl1c affa:trs· . . :. · ~: · 

Ero(Tratn . . · . · -. .. · .. ,:-.,:.--<'.-o . • . . .. .... ..... . 
. . . upervis or ::gon S\'.'artz,General ?/.a.nager · ·· .·:~:~:; ·_::;~( 

· · ~~g1 ~~~~ ~~~~1 Jff ~g\~g~e~~, J~~~it~~7r c · · · . -1·;~":· 
. .... · · Job title :F.ad 1 o Nc\"JS Ed 1 tor .. . . ·-:),:.::--·:.;·:.; 
.· .- Duties :\'ir1 tlnr, for and ed1 t1nr, Network Radio . :_· ~.-: : 

·· · ... . . ·n€r:scnsts .. Work1ngtape operat1cns rooms and ... ::..::":_: 
· ·" ... · .. -~ " ._ ·. r:2.k1ngttfoners" . • I aJso handled e.ver;1ng :-::. =· · .. ~ 

·· .: . ~ ---. ·.:.". ... · ., ... ass·!gnments di-ring the Jast six months I . . :.·:··· 
.· .. . · :.:-' -_. · .:.., . . -.: ~_:,_. :\'!Orked with ABC Radio. · . =·_ . :~,---~~:·/':iI 

... ·._ ... _.._: ~--·.· . -.._· "' : ,>-.> :._. :.._: ~.uperv1sor:Ken S~ott,Ratj1o ~ews Wnnager <: ,·_._;·~-:,:Jt·1~~ii~~ 
. . .. · _ :- .:··. · .. \':VEC-'IV,Ra<Ho~orfolk V1rg1n1a _._.--::/~:~~~(.:(:: 

. . ; J~g1¥1'i~e{I~1i~~~t1~~~s tE1~~~0~96~ . .. - -:~::· ?,~(· 
,• . 

: · ... : 
.... · . . ; 

. ; . 

Duties :Anchorman. and producer for 11 :OO pm . 
. Te1ev1s1on r:ev;s City Councll teat and General · 

/ · A~1 gnmer: t reporting .. Backup for News D~ -ector'- ·' . : 
Su~erv1sor:Tom C_hisrnan,Ger.eral Y~n.ager . <':>·;)_( 
WITN-TV Wash1r.gton,Ncrth Carol1na · , .. :. : :: 
Employed from July 1962 to July 1965 _ 
Jotr tltle:News Director - . .. 
Dut1es:To superv1se a small news deJRrtmentw!t: . 
an extenstve stringer system which I helped 
develop. To prepare ·atJd anchor two da11y 
ne\r;Scasts . (6:00 and 11:00 pm) anc' General · 
Assignment reporting. ··· 
Sup~rv1sor:B111 Roberson,General Manager 

. . 
WEEVi Bad 1o, Washington, North Caroll!·:a 
Employed !rom Septemter 1961 to July 1962 
Joe t1tle:Starf Announcer 

WOOW,Rad!o Greenv111e,North Carolina 
Employed from 1957 to se~remter 1961 
Jot t1 tle :Sta!f Announce.L· . 

i 410 ~ 



Educ~t1on:Ef Com~un1cat1cns;A~er1ca~ University 
Wash1r:gtor D.C. 

M1scellar. : ous:Free lance Aviation writer 
Memter .Av1at1ou Space Writers Association 
Memter Sigma Delta Chi 
Memter Phi Kappa Phi Naticnal Honor Socie ty 
Memter .AF'IRA 
Memter Writers Guild of America 
Commercial Pilots L1cense,Instrument rated 
Flight Instructor 
Advanced and Instrument Ground Instructor 
Radio Telephone Operatcrs L1cense , F1rst Clas~ 
.Amateur Radie Operators L1cense,Advanced Cl2: 

Personal:Yarr1ed,two children 
Age:41 . 

.' . 

Address:4301 N: 39th St. Arl1r.~trn,Va. 22207 
Telepbone: Home 703-53:-8322 Oifi~ 202-393-7700 y 
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CREDIT CAR D CHARGES 
OF ROCHELLE FAMILY 

Period: Januar y 1976 through October 1976 * 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CHARGES : 

(1) Amount char ged for 
Husba nd: CARL ARTHUR 

ROCHELLE 

(2) Amount char ged 
for RO CHELLE CHILDRE N 

(3) Amou nt charged for 
Wife: CO NNIE GALE 

ROCHELLE 

$6410.50 

$177.39 

$183 .20 

$6049.91 

(* See attached st atement of ch a rges) 

Da te 7_ t.?z Judge _____ _ 

-... - ,./ -· 
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~ ' .i . r ... s "' ""'<>'.' "" .. C ... ~~!,-.:. FIHA"tCE' ACCOUNT 

: ., "'':·. a CLCSl,..U c ... .ai.~::.ES W! L'- 3~ QAlAlll(i: 
•. ~ •., M')~ ""' · __.,_ 90.94 •i~~~~::o. - 22.6 2 - 1 35 . 74 
"" " -,~ •o :.~ >-i. h " f n:i ,• o "'0 • D ·.· . .... I\ . .. ual P . rcent .. ~- RJ,_ '.) .. .-J .~ncc lvr .i . ~ i,_ c.~.1· ~- ~P t,J SSOO is 18 , . Annual Percentag~ R~te "'' pc..,1.,.1 of 

tia' ;~ .: ~ ::: l ; n::.!·>~ :~ ,;~-' r«;ee~1!i ;; SSO!i !S 12',, tlOTICE: 5,:-1! 1.: .. · e1s~ s i:Je :or ""'rl"'"'"! 111!01·-,1 1101:. I ;·; L) [N CUl k ltS TO- RALEIGHS co:·1PUTER CENTEK, WHEATON,MD . 2::l902 

\ __ .,....,,.. _ ______ • ___ ..,scou+_,_...., _ _, ____ --·- - - -
.. 

=:.7:: ~ST R£F ;.P!:s,:E O E:5CR l l"TIO!'< CH.:.RG£S ;11~~~.~ .. ~ 
S7 / 09 t. 0 7 7 3 3636 17 1 SLEEP WEAR 084 16 . 00 

STATE T AX . 80 
::.11 19 000 59558 2 17 PAYr1ENT , TH ANK YOU 25 . 00 

' 

.r.:CU·J~" HU;.l:J[llt I C.'Js•~c; DA;( I P"!VIOUS 3 .. 1. • I ,,, .. ~·&~~"r"'~;.0,."c;. I Fll'U.HCE CHG. TOT AL C~•"G(S TOTAL ~~;~~;r~ 

7 66- 63 7-28 I G 7-3 l-7ol 135. 7 4 I 1 10.741 1.66 16 . 80 25 .O::l 
·-; .a. · • .;, 'J A0Ql 7 1C!oo4'. I ~ l 't, ?AYM(~T P.lY T'11S AMOUKi TO ·. = .·OPT'IOJirf ?AY.-...!NT "'~W 3.At..A"C( 

. · .. .a.· • .:~ ("t.l~';ti p,a. ' KEE? ' OU" ACCOU"'T' r .... s IS 'tOU=> 
;- -~·s~ ~ ... 1s .... o~ .. , I Cu~o!:,..';'. FtHA,..CE • CCOu·1-
.:.~ ... ·c.:a :: 'tOtJ,J C:..e5i1Jrit~ C"1 4P.CES '"" tLL. BE. ;!Ail A•1C£ 

129 . 20 . \ ·~ ,~;r,. ~•C1'7- .~ 129.20 .4SS!SS,O. -- 21.53 -A:inual Percer.ta5e Rate c;i ba:ance lor finaace chJrge up tc SSOO is 13' •. Annual Percentage Rate on pcit1i;n of 
c; i::;ice b k.~" :~ ·:~<H~'? c~c2ed1nR $500 IS 12° •. NOTICE: See reverse s1je tor ,,-;ior!.1n: 111lc~r·.H 1~11. 

s ~ t,i[; IMCUI P. !cS r,...· u- RAL E IGHS COMPUTER CENTER , WH EATO N ,MD . 2:19G2 
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... 
. 

:>.; .-~ ~ST P.EF £ ?. ~'-CE OE SCR IPTION Cl-<~RGES p~;~~~T~ 
03 /0 8 T 0786475C 006 SC ARF 086 15.CO 

STATE TAX .60 
08 / 08 T 0786570 l 006 SPORTS-..IEAR 108 2 6 .0 1) 
0 3 /08 T 0786570 l 006 SPO RT S1 

.. 1EAR 10 8 22.00 
STATE TAX 1.92 

':}3/ 13 A 079229()5 535 DRESS 065 52.00 
STATE TAX 2.60 

Q3/l3 A 06143648 535 DRESS 106 48.00 
STATE TAX 2.40 

IJ 3 / 24 007 09 551 027 PAYMENT, TH ANK YO U 25.0C 

4".:C J'.; "'T N'J Y3EP I C~O i : 'lr, O..\T~ I PR!::VIO-.JS 3 .. L. I ,,.,~~"',.':c';;c~,;.~"c,E I FIN..\HCE CHG. ror AL '""Rl>ES TOTJ.L ~~~~~~r~ 
i66-637-28 I 0S-31-7 61 129.20 I 102.541 1.54 l 70 . 52 25.00 
70 ) "; 1)1~ .A:lOll'l:lJ!tA~ .... l "f , ?AYM£HT .· ·.PA" n .. 1s -'L.40UN~ To :oi>no~PAYMEHT "'~W 3'.tiL• NCC: 
': -. .. .,C ! (;>-oA~G(S ?AT .. • I(£~~ YQt,;R ACCOUNT ... TklS IS ~IJ•JR 
.lT l~.A.>r ?'rHS "''•") •J ... ":' C :;P.~ :. :ri. T. F"IHA:-.CE. - .• ACCou .. r 
~~ -~:a :_ YO'uR CLC:il'-U 

162."58 c ... A"'~~s W'IL:.. 8( 46.04 8 Al AHC£ 276 .2 6 :n.·~ H!X7 M0N'T:1. --... ASS ::s;~o. - ~ 

Annual PercentJ52 Rate on balance for f i:i2~ce charge up tc SSOO 1s is·~ . Annual Percentage Rate on po:t1on of 
b3:~::ce for finance Ct!2rg~ exceeding $SQQ IS 12:0. tlOTICE: See rev~r se sid e for 1r.i;iortJnt 1nfc11~Jt1 on . 

)EA:D I NQUIRIES TO- RALEIGH$ COMPU TER CENTER , WHEATOl\l,MO. 2U.902 
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~- --·-------

I 
STATEMEl lT 

I 
P.IASTER CHARGE~ ACCO UN r NU~AaER CLOSING DATE FOR INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR 

511 272lf: 03 <; 883 02/03/76 ACCOUNT, PLEASE CALL----------B C4 I 441-442 2 
·DISPUTES: IF YOU HAVE PROPERLY NOTIFIED US OF A BILLING ERi!OR. THEN YOU ARE NOT AEOUIREO TO PAY ANY DISPUTED AMOUN~(SI OR.;::~· PORTION 
OF THE MINl.~1UM PAYl.~ENT ATTRISUTASLE TO SUCH DISPUTED AMOUNT(SI UNTIL WE COMPLY \'llTH THE BILLING ERi!Oil RESOLUTIO.'< Pi!OCEDIJRES 
DISCLOSED TO YOU. HO',., EVER, YOU MUST PAY THAT PORTION Oi' THE MINIMU.'.t PAYME1lT ATTRIBUTABLE TO AMOUNTS !';QT DISPUTED. 

C REDIT LINE I CREDIT LIMIT $1.500 CREDIT AVAILABLE $ 2<13 
INFORMATION: ! 
DATE REFER!:NCE 

11:u.-.1aeR NEW TRANSACTIONS AMOUNT 

1218 28(6<704 GRANNYS PLACE 13.35 
1221 297'3871 CAVIDS VILLAGE 82.16 
122: 113:3CS5324 CO~NER HOUSE FAIRFAX VA 24.12 
G l 0 f! 3283361 coxs DEPT STORE 13.46 
0121 4054g40 PAYMENT THANK YOU 100.00-

I 

-
)lo ~: a r;c~ s~e R:; 1; ::~ ~ : SI?~ !=:~ 1:.~?CRTA:tr !!!FO P. :.:~ T!,M. ll:CLUC!NG l~.~ ?!?~T":'; i~lFC;::,1:. nc:i REC~Ril!NG YC!,;:? R:CH r~ TO ~IS?CT( er_i..t:1~ cn:-:c:t~ 

I 

.... 0 PREVIOUS PAYMENTS FINANCE PERIOOIC 
COrlR!S00~01N(; 

AMOUNT SUSJ:CT NO•.i11SAL 

'"o BALANCE PURCHASES ANO CR:OITS CHA RGI! RATE MmlJAl TO FINANCE CHARGE• 
PERC~NrAGI!- R.U: 

u 
;: 
1• 
1:::: I 
'.;; i lg I ... 
* L 

;: 
•I~\. •• 
': •• • I • •. 4. : i • 1 . l"if:_C}6 l "=\ ':\. OQ lA.67 , - "(I l R-rr 1.111 . . /C 

C>S>< I _nnl .nn .no 1. on I 1'?.rC .oc 
• fl n 2% INITIAL CHARGE - 0 (1 

TOTJ.L 1, 156.96 133.09 100.00 16.67 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 18 .oo % 

tEGEj\~O DESCRIPTION ITT,•,ftZEO NEW EUl.-\NCE 
ITEMZEO 1.Til\;IM.JM 

PAY~.lENT 

~EGll~R GCOOS, SERVICES, AND CASH 1,206.72 60.CO 

• 

f <irl~cr FIN~NCE CH~RCES O:'I regular and VIP go<Jdsls-.rvices · 
You may ma ke th P. minimum payment shown: however. to avoid ) 

L il:•nt es. you r.i u~ t pay the new balance by the due da:e. F I NANCE • 
CHARO E'S w ill cont•nue 10 accru e on the cash bala :'lce until dare L / 
,.., o:iym'!nt. 

r---E----,-------~, --i1-,~-.-,l-:M----. ~ 
1--o_u_ o_ ... _T_E_4 __ r<E_'C.c..W_ B_ ... _LA_~_ic_=_,_.;..._~PA~~"":.~·"~".!..'-~ i 

02/27/76 1 1,206.72 1 6C.CC .t 
'--~-~-'-~~-~--'-~~~~---'i 
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~ .. .. 

... . ,, ... · · ~" • . 1 • ., • • . •. . 
1
J ""'r .... 11 , IT J · ··· -----··- ·· ··- · I 

r~ · -~~ ;·l ~;·_;_Z_1:~:. ,~ ~ ~- -.·~ -~l _ _Q_ ~)'.~:Jt. /~~~~- _ _ :~_~i0~~~·~;~;~ ~!~::~~G :~c:~- - -8_Q:. / 4_i~ -4;_££ 
C'~£.t '1 : :.. ) , - -.c· I •• .:. ·. ~ ''•'·""i": qi y :~011J-'1 e:o us o; ,\ f lll ll'!\. ~ •·liOH 1 • ll N 'fOIJ ~iii t: ' I H: l)• lll t !' 0 Tl) PAV :. · :, : ~ ~ .,; · ~ ~ !'.' :u•1 r.~, o~ A•iv POflflt)' I 

• <"· r.-: .. .......... , ~ .:. . •: : ·. r .:.1 111:!,•H .l. flU· ro s11c>1 rw .1•unri M.~uu:ir1:;1 u:H•L VJ i. C...)•.•.ot / \-.H H H-'~ cn 1..· ..... : :.:. : :> ;. ~··'1LU7 :o·: P~i:,,.:Lt;unc~ ! e,,. :!.l) ~=' : o \VlJ t- ·~:. !;-·:; H. 'tCU '-~us r PAY TH,\r POllftV-'1 Clt hie'.. M1.~1·.tu1.t µ;., ~.i:.Nr ;.1 ft 41l!UfA!JLE TO M.~C J',: ~ ·.:.: ,:: ·..:::o 

lr--~_;:~:1•.~1.·;~ ~==C8._E_DJJ_L_ "i i1 ij ~l.J .. 5~o.ci=..~.c-.~~E~O IT A -y·A l~L_AGC°.~E~~----~--"-s_-l_-q-JL--1 
l;\. r\..a .1"110. J· L __ - -

~ -o;-;_E_ l-'':'~~.~-\~~~E -y_· -----· NEW TRANS.Acno_N_s _________ _ __ 
4 

__ ,._tA_o_u_N_r _ __J 

012 <)• 51.H789 'DRUG FAIR 6 ARLINGTON VA 
_; 012~ 5343310 ~H E BbOTERY INC WASHI NGTON DC 

013 0 4796 039 rAR TI N J EWE LRY 
Ol3 ~0H0 40 25 9 74~COUTURE FABRICS 
0 13 COH040147970~TOOT CO RP 

ALEY 
ALE XANDR I 

0 13 0; ~2 ~ 8356 ;HAYM' ~1s · ·1c ALEX VA 
. 020 ~ ~ 35825 8 !FRANKIE WELCH OF VA ALE XA NDRIA VA 
i o21~ 6109631 bP UG FAI R 13 FALLS CHURCH VA 
I 02 18. 5482667 !PA YMENT TH~NK YOU 
I : 

I I 
I I 

I 

l 
I I 
t__ _ ._!. 

u I 
1_; 

I 

2.59 
39.52 
31.15 

6.24 
15.60 
4.42 

33. 28 
4.20 

60.00-

I 
•"'.' I. .. 
' • ·" 

I 
, .. 
1t 1 ____ 
f .... :·1 . ?O f.,~1? I 137-:-ao ~ - ·-·---- -- -i7. 6 ·i r · ·i-:s·ar- i ·8 ·. aa i l, 175.68 

' ,, ..... I • 0 () I .oo l .0 0 1 l.oo I 12.CC • ~ u.u I 
I -. -· 

• 00 12% INITIAL CHARGi::: 

l~-~ . .-~200, . 12 1 --·- - · .oo 
137.oaL 60 .00 l 7 • 63 1 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 18.()0 01 I 

I... I , 
/0 I . . r . . r rre.•.1Z::O '-"·'"'YUM i l • ,:, •;: .. 01 ~1""HwflON 1a:~,z:u :-.c;·1 ~:c: 

Pt\Y?.•~Nf 
1-- -·-·- ---.,,....-- --- . -- . ·--- ·- - - - -· - ---- - - · 
I I R EGU L A~ GOCiOS, SERV ICE S ? ,\,'J 0 CA SH 1, 30 1.35 65 ,. 00 

I 
I 

I 
L_ -

i ---_____ L _ _ __:_ I . - . --- -- - --- -- -- -- ·- ·- -·- .. 
~-- ------- - - - . 

'V"11 fll,I/ .n .'I~ t · : !11' 1t11:'l11t:11111 r·:1ym"n1 ~.how n . h1lW f• V t •( , '" :\\l'OHI ' i t. •1~.1 •,t1 . ~A ,,,, r t:Jl\NCC Ct l ~\llCI: !> (•ll f1 •qu l.1r VII' IJUfld . '·,,.l\lh I''• ~ 
llttr ft .\T F r-.: .'I i • ·.1 ;.:.{. E t ' \ Y\ H· '1 r a111 1 . .. ·- - . ·- . ···-- - ·· -- -

. ..'- ; . 

... 

: 

' 
' 

... 

. 
65 .oo 1 -. 

.. . .... .. · 

.. 
. · 

.. · 
· ~· 

,, ,· 

. I 
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.,,: ... 

. ... 

. ' 
.. ·. 

.. 
: 1:.-~; Li; ~ .. ;.J.CL • _ _,.; IJll ':J r<Ul.IH~R -1 --cT0;~.i,t11J~\ ~·- ·1 · - ·; Oil 1:1rofi11..~1~;;,cc;.no11.G ;;~~-· 

s l l 2 7~ U : o:;c; c!.l3 04/0J / 7f> ;.cc..:urH , l·U'A:.CC;.LL - ··--- ----8 04 / 4 41- 4'12 2 
··- - ·-- .. - · ~··· - . . .. ·- - ··- ···- .. ·------··- ···----

:J•!. ,.•U fL=· 1 1• 11, ;. , 1·, ;, 1·1 vw 11111;ut1•; t,1 A L 1~l1' . 1; 1 1 •nl J1( lttitL"it·l 'J.1.1 t.CJ11 1.-.. Uh.1fJ h Jl',-.f J.U'ti: .•• 1 t:: t n :..1.~l-.UN i1S1CH;.•,."f .. OFlrlON 
l., f , ,., , .. ·.·::L ·.~ 1•.:. 1 •. ·. r .-~ ~ lt·1!:IJ l/,l1ll 10: U"-'11 f l' I \Il l f) M.'Utl~~i1 · . 1 lt~H IL Wt. Cl.ir.H lY \'. 111 1 11 I 1tll '~t~ r: khl:r~ ~ - r ~<jLUT IGN i>l\<.."Ct:CIUkf:S 
L:~._:~c ~ ~ 1) 1() ll \J m : ;. : ' !I h , '((}IJ MUJT l"' AY 1,, ;.1 I1 ·H 1h .. •U ( ' ~ 11•1. t.~.:~,r. 11r.t 1'1\ ll.' t f , l .:. 11n1t :U 1/,t-;L.L· rO ;. ~.:t")J:o: i:~ :.;Q r l :!,_ J•Ul!..0. 

i> 16 4 ,fi~~~,2!i;- l-~ ---==-~i~-~-q_u_:__(ili~ -~ ~1-~ o Q~ill_~j_!_ __ ~-v A i i.''t. ~ C_E _ _____ _ 

-· O~lli I i;;, , ; ... r:<'.L I Nl'WlHAri ::;.c11 0 NS 
,_ _ __ ---~·ll!." : I .·.~ _ . -·--------- ------ -4-------
022~ 71(6 8 11 ITA~Z ~AN SH OES 

I AMQl,,NT 

30 . 26 
022 o '.>£4 4 '5 7 OR UG F A I R 6 Al{Ll NG TCN VA· 12 . 26 
02£'.7 7C3l7C2 NU EVC MlJN OrJ HJC 26 . CO 
03lt 704113<:l PAYMENT THAN K YlJU 1 00 . 0 0 -
0 J 2 ~· h 3 U 1: 1'1 J E h [ L t> 11 X 
0321 79 lt4 36 CAPPERS NURSERY 
032 ~ 7 9 10 806 FA~R ! C KAN 

3 l . so 
8 .77 
6 . 80 

_1~-- ~-------·- -· -----------• 1:"J I 1• ~ •. : i :" ·. . ! ~ '.'. I 1..: ''·U"Gitf ;.1;r U.t !I:,; ... , n. ' I. ll!CI l:J:~:~ 11.11 ~.1 1 , ,,; I 1•:r 1• 1 , .. :-1111u l!lG1'1. ~:t:c YO'.J~l F\!:.1tr: 1 u lJ.~iUJ ( c:~ L:r;c f fiHt:ii\S. -l----;----·--1 I COMRt.~ ... CjNOl ,_ .:1 c., FHcv1ou s l'AYMENTS F111ANr: e PEH1001c ~ .. ""~• I AMOu~r suaJecr 
' •o . e..;L;.r.c~ PURCHASC:S ANO CREDITS CHAHuE RATE noc:.:~~tr: H•'I TO flNANCE CHARGE"' 

1~L ~I I~ 

I~ 
f·:: ":--·-~ I -:i 0 l --~-5·-+---1 _1 _5 ___ 5_9 r----- ---18. 6 0 - l-.- 5-0-+--l 8-. C.- . -0 ..;...I _1_ : _4_Q ___ o_5_~ 

,___.:._c•_• "-----'•;;..;c..:::..·u::..' .... I __ ....;•;;...,;("'"')("-> _1 · ____ 
1 
______ ~_Q.QJ_i_!_QQLlb9.0 __ l _ _ _ . _o_o _ _,i· 

• QC ' ~% INITIAL CHARGE: • 0 C 
tC!•l l , 30'1 .35 , 

1 u.crrm j ( 
l l 5 . 5 9.l __ 1_0_0_. _0_0~1 __ 1_0._· _._6_0~1 _AN_N_u_A_L_P~E_R_ce_N_IT_A_G_E_RA_T_e..,--1_s_. _c_o-i%1 

I Jl(t.v;:;:!) l'EVI !W..JJO: 01 !:CHll•llON ITEMZCO """'-"I.IA 
PAYfl.!Nr 

I REGL L/IR. cc_oos , SERVICES , ANO CASH I 1 ,335 . 54 66.00 

-
' 11 111.1·,· 111.1~ 1 · 1111• 11t11\ 1111 t 11n p J yfnc1H :..hvv.rll. h 1h•.1 1:v 1: r , IU ~vou.J f 
turltlt.: r r1r 1 ·,::e r. CHAl\Cl:.S un rC•Juljt .111d Vll ' qrn..> fl~. /:..c11 ... cc~ \ 
t...il. 0nt:1 . }' .11v.1 p.1/ Hi+· n ..:w h;,a foJ• H. l! IJy Ilic du1• d .... ltJ . flNAN Cl! 
CHt.UC.L~ w •ll c.1J11l1n 11l.· tu J\.t.:JUt.: on tnc c.1:;1, IJ,llJnc.;u Ul\ lll d...itc 
u f P...iyn•cnt. ' t' 

-..... ·,· ' -
: - -· .. ·- - -

.... ... 

·. · . 
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MASTER C'iMGE<!> ACCOUNT NUMaER 

I 
STATEMENT 

I FOR INFORMATION RSGAROING YOUR CLOSING CATE 

5:1 27216 03~ E83 05/03 / 76 ACCOUNT, PLEASE CALL _________ _a C4 I 441-4422 
DISPUTES: IF YOU HAVc PRO?ERLY MOTir1:0 us o;: A BILLING ERROR. THEN YOU AAS NOT R:ou:REO TO PAY ANY OIS?UTEO A"10'JNT(Sl OR All Y PORTIO.•• 
o;: T>': 1.1 • .-;:~IU)A PAYME.'IT ATTR!3UTA3L!: TO SUCH O!S?UTcO .<.,\olOUNTCSI UNTIL WE CO'.t?L y \ ''1TH THE BILLING ERROR RESOLUTION PROCEDURES 
DISCLOSED TO YOU. HOIVCVi:R, YOU MUST PAY THAT PORTION OF THc MINIMUM PAYMC:NT ATTR!!!UUBLE TO AMOUNTS NOT DISPUTED. 

CR;:o1T U;<.:!: I CREDI LIMIT $1,500 CR ED l l AVA IL ABLE SY:l 
INi'Oi'lM.>,TION: I 
DATE REFERENCE 

1'U'13ER NEW TRANSACTIONS AMOUNT 

0319 9501096 ~~E Cr.IMNEY MOuSE ~L-EXANCRIA VA 2.3 .4 G 
0322 10104165581 EO PtES DRUG STORES 5.85 I 

0325 l01070S4764 EOPLES DR UG STOR ES 8 .65 
032g 9043797 ~cus E OF FINE FABRICS \.ASHING TON DC 14.ec 
0330 8 593789 ~RUG FAIR 6 ARLINGTON \J A 16.22 
0413 93841 77 :::RUG FAIR 6 ARLINGION VA 10.15 
0413 9418066 'CRUG FAIR 13 FALLS ChLRCH , 'V A 17.cc 
0414 8 799406 PAYMENT T~ANK YOU lCO.O O-
0416 9 cl3099 Tr.E GAP 21.84 
0417 9369224 S:flBRIC HAN 6.57 
04lS 9 561984 T ANH~.AN 'S S!-iOES 10.45 
0419 9885143 :::RUG FA IR 6 AR LINGTON VA 15.~5 

-
REPORT LOST OR STOLEN 
CARD TEL. 804-623•1SCO 

* llOT:c:: s:e REVE~SE s10: FCR IM?CH~:IT l1iFC~MATIC14 , ISCLUCING 1:.1PORTA~T INi'OR:01ATl01t REG~Ro::iG YOUR R:GHTS TO CISP'JTE BILWIG ERRORS. 

., PREVIOUS PAYMENTS FINANCE PERIODIC 
CO~A!Si>ONOI NG' o, t-;O\.HN.\l AMOUNT SU!!JECT 

HO BALANCE PURCHASES ANO CREDITS CHARGE RATE ANNU.a.t TO FINANCE CH,>.F;G<: • 
rERCENTAC~ RS. TE : 

~ 
u 

~ 
g 
8 ... .. i ;: 

., ,., .. I 1,335.54 151.62 1 S.C3 l.5G 1 s.oc 1,268 .87 ,e;-~ :=::v, I 

C•SH I .oa I .oo .cc l. 00 12.0C .oa I • CC 12% INITIAL CHARGE .oc 
T.:>TA~ lt335.54 151.62 100.00 19.C 3 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 18 .OG 

% l 
I 

LEGEND DESCRIPTION ITEl.tZEO 1'<N ~ 
ITc.'.IZEO ~~NMl.JM l PAY~'ENT 

REGU LAR GCCCS, SERVICES, ANO CA SH 1,406.l~ 70.CG I 
I 

' 

You m~ '/ r.i;lke the mini:num plyr:ient s:town, ho w ever. to avoid ') ~ '""" MEW BALANCE P.1.~l\.tlJ\4 

fur:nor FIN t..NC E CHARCES on r egular an~ VIP soods/servi-:e• P.;v.v:=Nr , .. 
b \ll .... :-:::~s y?-:.1 r:iuzr p:ty th~ new balance by lhe due date. F I NANCE t ~· C~/28/7 6 1,406.lS 70.CC CH ARCES w ill con11nue to accrue on the cash balance until <!a:e 
o f paym " nt 

Ll27 



-MASTER CHARGE0 ACCOUNT NUMBER STATEMENT 
CLOSING DATE FOR INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR 

5 11 2 7216 0 3 <: 883 I 06 / 03/76 I Accoum. PL EASE CALL _________ __tj 04 / 4 4 1- 4 4 2 2 
DISPlfTES: IF YO'J HAVE Pi'!OPERLY NOTIFl!:O us OF A e:LUNG ERi'!OR. THEN YOU ARE ~;or R:au:REO TO PAY ANY o:S?UTEO A.\ ICUNTiSI OR A.'4Y PORnQ.'4 
OF TH: M1s : ... uM PAYM:NT ATT'Rl3UTABLE TO SUCH DISPUTED AMOUNT(S) UNTIL WE COM?LY WITH TH: B•LUNG ERROR RESOLUT:ON PROCEOURcS 
DISCLOSED TO YOU. HO'N?YER. YOU MUST PAY THAT PORTI0:-1 OF THE MINIMUM PAYMENT ATTR1aUTASLE TO AMOUNTS r;or D•S?UTED. 

CREDIT LINE I CRED IT LI MlT $l ,soo CK.ED IT AVA l l .!loLE $97 
INFORMATION: I 
DATE REFERENCE 

Nuva:R NEW TRANSACTl 9NS Al~OU:>IT 

0 420 0466426 JRUG FAIR 6 ARLING TON VA 6 • c;i 
0 422 00324 72 D ANO s ASSOCIATES FALLS CHU RCH VA 38.50 
0429 046882 1 ... EE AUT O PARTS co INC ARLINGTGN VA 33 . 95 
0504 09828 74 - EE AUTO PARTS co I NC ARLINGTON v fl 4. 0 0~ 

0 528 1761889 DAY.-.!ENT THANK YOU 100. 00)! 

.. li ~T!CE: S~E !il:'lt!IS~ S:Dt FOR 1 .... PCllU1H l~~R~ur.o:t, l~ClUDtHG IMi'llllT.llH :NfORlllATIDH RSGARC1:'1ti YOUR R!GHTS TO DtS?UTE Bll UllG eaa::Rs.. 

... 0 PREVIOUS PAYMENTS 
PURCHASES '"o BALANCE ANO CREDITS 

~ .... 

~ 
0 
0 
0 
u 

* ; 
:~·~.~ 1, 4 06.1 9 7 9. 76 
CASH .oo ~oo I 

TOTA~ 1,406.19 79.76 104 . 00 

LEGEND DESCRIPTION 

REGULA R GOODS, SER VICES , AND 

Y ou m Jy m3ke the m inimum p3yment sho·Nn ; however. to avoid 
further FINANCE CHARGES on regular and VIP goods/s.,rvices 
bal;onc;,s. you must pay the new balanca by Iha due da!<t. F INANCE 
C HAkGES will continue to accru<t on the cash balance until dare 
of paym~nr. 

FINANCE PERIODIC 
COi1A:S>o.~OINO 

AMOUNT SUaJECT NO\.tlS-'l 
CHARGI! RATE A~N\.14'.l. TO FINANCE CHARGE,. 

?ERCi .... 7ACE P.lT! 

20 . 69 1.50 18.00 1,379 . 60 
. oo I 1 . 00 12 . 001 .oo 
• 00 12% INITIAL CHARGE .oo 

20 . 69 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 18. 00 % 

IEAE!l r<av BAL.;.;<Ce 11:.\ME!l MN~ 
PA~'Cl.T 

CA SH 1,402.64 10.co 

DUE DATE f.<'N BALANCE ~llfl.il.\tt;M 
PAY,•:NT 

06/28/ 7 6 1,402 .64 70.0C 

428 

'• 

r 



;~ BAl\!KAMERICARD STATEMENT 
. -~~ 

NOTICE: SEE REVERSE Sl:DE FOR IMPORTMJT INFOR MATIOi·. 
! 

CA~~I r L.19 I AVAll..A31.£ Ci>E;OIT ! "---~Q_e~_o_.yrt-QO-~fl-----0-"T_~_P_Al_O__,__c ... _•_.C_'<_"_""_"_'!_A_.__A"">_V_N_r_-._·~ .:ro..-<-"€q1c~AO ~-.:':OUN, Nv-..ittlf.R I ~ , .... ,~1' ' .:LC":•t.n o.r.rf 

I 

TYPE OF 
~ ~~NSACT ION 

F>ur-.C~~SE 

PJRC.t-:A5c 
PCKCH~SI: 
f"U~C.r.A!>c 

FIN ~~.G 

I '• •1 '2• 
~ . .: . ......:. .. ·~· ' 

' . ,_. _ ... ! tJ-

i 
l.J 113! 

. - l ' ;__ ] t, ; 

0 l ':· ~ i 
C. ll1 l>i 
~ .. l~l i 

i 
I 

DESCRIPTION OF CHARGES AND CREDITS 

Y~f'. :-.: ~ ::Tv: it."A ~L~;<A:'-li..RJ.t. •! ::., 
:.: h.\.!\., FAIR ~ .:! · ~Al.LS C.~'-~ f< C,...; ···/A 
iif:< .. ·iM-i \..f~.~ L'.J <.;f' S~i-..T \;,;) .. rYSC. '1 5 C':'RNfrtv;. 
U"-lJ (., rAl .-: ..., .A.Rl! ~!.";. l'J"J ·! :S. 
F1:-;.:.:--1cr: C. 1..:.KGi:.--OTnt:R. :: xT:: : .~r~ ~J~ 

i . I 

429 

' 
i 
i 

I 
I 
I 

I" 
I 

I 
i AMOUNT 

10."2 
~0 -~5 

· u.nl 
-lS.-.,7 

7~.cc 

BILLING ITEM NUMBER 

I .:.3o6l: 12\..olC 337-i 
I 43u6C 119C 12 2&?.3 
1 .:.::00CllS00'1 1~4'3 

4 36(l 'J l l 9C 12.;&75 



- -I . : i . 1 . .. I . . 
¥• ... :.-:,~ "· BANKAMERICARD STATEMENT 
::::.-~ 

NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATICN: 

~.-,,,.-,-CA_'l_O_A_CC-O-UN_T_N_\J_M_lll!-11 I ., .. , ... .,., Cl.O\•NO OU& CREDIT LlM IT AVAILA9LE CREDIT 
FOR YOUR 
RECOR OS 

OATE PAIO C .... l!CK NUA.lt9t!.R A ."40UNT p;uo 1 

~3~~ 17C 154 57~j ~l-~l-Jo 150C. 

. ~ 5b.3CJ lS Y(.lik Yf. AR TO Ot.T~ FINMZCE C~AR (;f FGR 1975 

T YPE OF ' 
~ RANSACTION 

-'REV BAL 

,,,.,,., ... , ow 

' I 
1208 

~ 6 l o .-;o 
":"- .. ..._."":-'::· ;._, :-.: .. · 

DESCRIPTION OF CHARGES AND CREDITS 

I 
PR~VIOUS b~L~NCE FRO~ LA~T STATE~~NT I 

C.e>.PP Ef\.S m .. J.Sc..:\.Y . vrfW~A ! VA 
I ' 

?U~CHASE ! ~Oe rill 0 t ~SOLY ~cEOLEC~~flS~AILFY$ YRDS · \~ 
I I 

~LiKCHASE 1224 D~UG F~l R a i ARLI~GTG~ !VA 
~uRCHASE 1219 CUUT~R E FALK~CS I~C ! ALEXA~SR IA ;VA 
>~RCHASE 1207 bX.JTCt-iES f'l E-S E:f<.N '. wASHI'JGtC· ~J i "C 
>uRCHASE 1~27 lh~ SfYL~ SH~? 1FALLS c~~RCH ; VA 
:.uRCHASf 1 2 1 C ~• A :lT l-'JlM i:. C.Ei•Tt.R ~ l~'.I l ;\R UN!';To:·~ ! V,'.1 
>uRCh!ASE 121":' <..~fATlVE Cr:A~TS S.TLI Jrt.LLS C~ :v;.-. 
~uRCn~SE 12 10 LA ~UISI~~ iALEX jiA 
~uRCt~ASE l Q 11 1 ... ~LG FA If{ ~ODO AC.Cu L: :~T!.~JGt.L FX~~'!DRI A. i \It. 
~!:R:, " HAS c.: r.'fr r:: -.-• ....;"J '•-·R • P' ' .., .... ,- i···OA"'' ''" VE i vt. 

- c,... c;: \,,; .- -.-"I J-· H l'lJ • . '. <\:'i A l"I - i K ··-' ! 
" URCH~S~ l~l~ V~GPlf$ ~~~Vl~E D~~G ~~0 j ~CLEA~ iVA 
~:.JRCHA5 t: !2G5 L:i-. \J'1.;1 f;.iH, ..:.CCC AC.CGUi cll~tf .:..U:X :~:'-ID?I..r. j:.': 
" L;R.CH/~S E 12~1 --~ALl1EN. t. ~' L°l'. ~ 2.7'.> !MCLU•: :·/,.,. 
·ur~ C..t1A.SE 1~17 \·iI!..f'! c. i-l ~" !..: LY N~EuLECi'~;.. FT~c- A)L::vs ')(;\,[\$ ; 'l:\ 
: L:R.~hASE 1Z2':' ~i'.l J<. C:A o'~'. .'V.:~ ; ·If. 

•._.;{C:-&AS E. C lL .. L! L :.. UJ:•:INh..::-: t-=- AL>i,lC. : 1~CC><Y HGl!NT y :.. 
>Uf<.U :ASt: C i '..-~ :~u.:: VC· ;1u :·:JL PK l ALf:-i' r\ ;·~ ii~ JA · '!f.. 

';..Yi1cNT \..
1
. :~4

1
1 ~ :·1:-\ 1~~T- Kt:\. !.:: j.'~:.~T :: -~~~ ;·, Y J~l i 

' URCri~SE -~t:l :lt:t:~ . ... .: 1 n >• n;:.\YS T,.\... .-, i ~ P H..i.nr.. F .!'.?LD '. •:t. 

·ut{C~-:AS!:: v l lL ~ , Vt: '/~ ·1,~U ~ i ~v i ~ t(. ; .~ LEX .~ ~ .r-;~~ :-!, : .,·;. 
· ukC~.ASE: ~~Lrl Pt:r:?Li:S "' "'-u SIOl'-c l'.'! i, kGA~IC.'.-'.E i'.jf. 

\ . I • • C.: • J '1 -A i r ,.-. \,'. . -

AIVlOUNT 

l ..,C79 .3C: 
4-97 
9 . f>? 

21.37 
42.UC 
l .'.> .13 
15 .. b;) 

!6 .. ]?.. 
S .. j o 
C-, .(l '? 

7.59 
1 3 - 52 

..;. .. 'i.J 
9 . 4 J 

7 .. 23 
:f3 .. t .t. 
1 2 - 3 1 
15 .. o (; =.., .· ,"':_ 
"""' -' •' ...; 

17 •. -.. n 

BILLING ITEM NUMBER 

43661222C5C4873: 
43&612220518&44' 
43<:.o 122 20:;;1 sn:+. 
43oa 12245129408 ~ 

43ool2.l 7f.l-+54119 ~ 

it-36812305303343~ 

436612.260526592~ 
43&1 l i:2917Cl545 . 
't-3611219170 1545-
436012310008123~ 

4 3bl01C217Cl 545-
43ofl01C5o l lolt>2 ~ 

4 3o6C lCbOD34G72." 
4366Ql05Co~lST3: 

4 3t.6;J l 0oC65 9170.: 
43ouull2o lG753cr 
43610!121701545~ 

~36ao ll3ol c 5217::. 
.:..3oCCll~oZ~i>a13( 

...:..JooC l 120(;3u 909c 
4-366011200373321= 
:,.3o8f: l l 5ol 005oQ( 
't-363C;1 !.961C4-55&C 

'iJKC!·1..'.SE 12~2~~;.).-:~ l.;tri· ~l ~l<. i:: 57 1 ! rA LL 5 CHl. ! ~~CH '. '.' A 

I ~ L< • .-'Ii'JU. -" r·-"T < >.~'· '-~ , 
- --L-- - --- I _..;,,. _ _ ...__ ______ _.._ ________ _ 

fYPE OF CREDIT ?C::R I OO IC 
RATE( S) 

4.30 

., \". ~\= . ., ..... : . ., .... .. ··---.&·:" ......... , ,,,,.., , .. . 
. .. , ........ -6.lllllCl:'"'..rH'l• t 

ANNUAL 
PERC=NTAGE 

RATE 

~OR T HIS 
BILLING ?!!RIOO •. 

l.:> . ;-:u 



;! 

----~-:.->----
~ 
· ~:-... ,.· BANKAMERICARD STATEMENT 

:~:i 
NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR IMPOR TANT INFORMATION 

·: .. ::. ·.•~ A •CAQO .=.cco:,,,: .. :- :-iv•.: ;,~R . I \r~a·.•E;'lf r ~t.o:>.,,....,.;. oaTc I I CAEO• r «...•.•.11 r 

-368 170 1S4 5 76 i i 02··20-76 I I 15CO I A•J'AIL.C..Bt..=:. CRC.:.OtT" ! 
. FO~ YOUrl 

1 2 6 I ...___P._ec_o_R_o_:; _________ __; _ __ _ 

DESCRIPTION OF CHARGES Ai'\!D CREDITS 

:R. E-V BAL ! I PREVIOUS BALANCE FROM LAST STATE~ENT 
•URCHASE I Ol04 1 ~fYDAS PETITES 31 MCLEAN 
>URCHASE 0123 ! DRVG FAIR 6 ·ARLINGTON 
>U ~CHASE j 1221 : RITZ CAMERA *13 WASHINGTON 
>URCHASE 10102 : RITZ CAMERA *13 WASHINGTON 
•UKCHASE ·1 0120 1THE LADY BUG STORE ALEXANDRIA 
>AYMENT 1 ozo4 1 PAYM~NT RECEIVED-THANK YOU 
;UR.CHASE . C.123 j T J.Nl.:.,AN SHOE$ T INC ARLINGTON 
>0RCHASE I 02G9 l GRA~NYS PLACE ALEXANDRIA 
-H I CHG 0220 ! fl NANCE CHARGE-CTHER EXTENSIONS 

.~w BAL ' *****NEW BALANCE ***** 
MINIMUH PAYMENT CUE 

TYPE OF CREDIT 

4:51 

, 
·v~ 

,~~ I 
DC 
'vA 

.VA 

.VA 

••• - - - · - · •• ~ z 

AM)UNT BILLING ITEM NUMBE R· 
. . '"'.' ... . 

1,444.37 
15.60 436801226100545 
6.25 436601210140908 
5 . 04 433701262150819 

11.12 !433701262l50A23 
12.48 1436801276101031 
72.00- 436807-046208929 
15.70 4 3 6S0206ol08445 
13.48 1436102061701545 
21.05 

73.QO 

I oo -7 

r; .i. . -:iJ .. ';. .•. ~-.. -
,., , .,· ... • ;-•.t•,tS 

•;a.-r ... s 
., , ... , ~.a..o...::rn•~ ot ; 

0 3-16-761 

I ?t£r,1=··· ~~ R ij 

Ai'JNUAL 
PERCENTAGE 

RATE . 

F OR THIS 
BILLING PERIOD 

1 :: .• 00 

. . -·--·- ... ·---



. .. .. ... .- - ·- ·· 
: ·~ 
· ..... :': BANKAME RICARD STATEMENT NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR. 11.W ORTAN T IN r ORM ATIO: : 

·~:-.: :~ 

:.-:~:::.-:::-~0)1 :~ ...... 0 A.;. : J '- ·'· ~ · ~-.• ~:.::ti 

4368 170 15 4 576 i 
--- - - - --- _ ___J 

! .. : ~rt•.•-:··:' Ct,.) ',. f, ·..,1,)~':c; .___c_q_Eo_ .. _. L_··-"-r --1 : AVAI L'> 3 <.,; CA~01 ~;;;~-;;;~,co~-~J~lo{-NIJ~.·t(c :t l, 

- :-0_3_-_2_2_-_7_6_ .__ _ _ 1_5_0~ 1 3 S ! 1 R<:co:=1os ! . 

TYPE OF 
; RANSACTION 

P REV BAL 
PURCHASE 
p UR.CHASE 
PU:~CH~SE 

PURCHASE 
t-'URCHASE 
PAY MENT 
::: IN CHG 

NE:.1 BAL 

. ·"·::: .- , I 
······· : .... i DESCRIPTION OF CHARGES AND CREDITS 

i : PREVIOUS Bt.LAl':CE FROM LAST STATEMENT I 
: 0219 : FRANK!=: WELCH OF VIRGI NIAALEXA NDRIA :VA i 
j o212 : D~UG FAIR 13 FALLS CHURCH VA 
j o 22o : o~uG FAIR 13 FALLS CHURCH .vA I 
! 0203 1 DRUG FAIR 6 ARLINGTON ·VA 
i ozzs: DRUG FAIR 13 FALLS CHURCH VA 1 

I 0315 ; PAY:·H:NT RcCEIVED-THANX. YO'J . 
0322 : FIN~NCE CHAP. GE-OTHER EXTENSIONS 

I 
' *****NEW SALANCE ***** 
I MINIMt.J11 PAYMENT DUE 

I 
l 
I 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
i 

.. . 
~c.:.._ i~-.·.o·~~ .... .,._1 ~-. ... ;·.?r<;f":l..::'" ' " 

TYPE OF CREDIT PER I ODIC 
RATE(S) 

'°"'"•' ... .;.: ............ .. 
l'~ llll':{:it: .i.::1 

iol•:J•jl 

8 ALANCE0flil 
WH ICH FINANCE 

CH.O.RCEWAS 
COM?UTEO 

FINANCE 
CHARGE .:. .. - :i ........... :; .; .... .i. · • .; ,i:-.. 

\, ... r; •". ! ... ·: .i. . .. ... ~v ... ·~u 

•Q O \ot ll? .. t.. 1CA r lON 
<:>• ;t:_ ~·.)?•C :101. f ! !SI 

,_ , .. .._~I C•UllllCI •i ; ~ \',.",Jf(O 

Allf.OUNT BILLING ITEM NUMSEA 

I 1,473.09 I 
34.32 436802236l0S03t..· 
6.44 436602190497295 ' 
3.45 436602250553824· 
7.63 436602260567324 

15.14 1 436603020616566 
100.00-14363031562017771 
21. 70 I 

1,461. 77 I 

4&.00 I 

~ )'l:t• ;•1•-.. 
;.1: • .:.... .. C! - - ":..Cf i 

ANN UAL 
PERCENTAGE 

RA Tc 
. ... : .·.;~ AOV~'•C<SI•"' ' " · ' . . ... o, ! 1.00% l L .00 % o.od o.oq 0 .oo i 04-16-76 FOR T HIS 

01 LU NG P::O R IOD 

18 .oo ~ :. 

P~ l C.V •OUSCA·~~lACJ•:;.- . •• ~ ~ 1 00"/ l ? 0 0 31 0 00 0 0 0 ,...,,...,..., ~<-""3"1 FT 
--------~-·-·-

0

~----·---;~ ----'--"· ·-'-' --2-1-·.7--iQ l0'"5·.:._,. .• 0 . .,,~~9~lu~q~~ I pl_.,.,,-ON1F,. .. = 1 ·
1 '""'~"C><r~r.s1,:,r:!;JF~~,:,.r i !.50% 1 8 . 0 0 %, 1447.ZiJ _ _ _, . _ _.!.j 

i % %1 
.,.:; .:JGS·?J-031 l 

432 



.. . , .... , ·.; !:RICARD STATE ~.iEN r NOTI CE : SEE R E VC.f"l~t; .:ilOE FOR l ~.1i'ORTANT IN FO Rl\1/ 

FU~ ~miOU~-JCl:S n ·" NEH ANYTI~E 8A~!Y<'.' 

REGENCY S QU~R ~ I N P !C~MOND ~ DALF ~TTY IN ~onn?~!DG ~ 

7vor: - c-

::======;::::::::::=::::;=======--- ·-- - ·- ·---------- -- ·-- - ···· -----· - ·- ··- - . . .. -- ·-- ·-- ·r- .. - --· ... --r-
DESCRIPTION OF CHARGES ANO CR!:DI TS I AiV.OU~T j Bl LLING ITE:-.1 NU' :-u : ....... s~ .... , 1UN 

~--~' -- ____ ..._ _____ _ 
?.:; • BAL 
U?. C~ASE 
1.::-:.CHASE 
li~CHASE 
:_;:;. Ci-i ASE 
:.'.''·'.ENT 
.... ~ cr. ~ SE· 
: ~: CHG 

-: ~·; BAL 

' i PREVIOUS BALANCE FR O~ 
!031 5 CREATIVE CR~FTS STD 
1031 9 ROYA L FOR~Al ~cA~ 

!031 8 IKARTOON L ~ATHE R RETAIL 
' 0327 LAZARUS INC 

LAST STATE~!.= 11.! T 
FALL S Cr-: 
FALLS Cl-'U~CH 

AL EX AJl!l)P. I A 
P.OANflKf. 

YO U . 0413 : P : ... . ~C:.:i'J T ?. ~C FIVED-THA" ·: 
0410 i WOOLGATH~~ TOO FALLS Cl-'URCI-' 

EXTENSIONS .0421 FHlMIC~ CH .~=>.GE-OTHE~ 

***** ~!EW RAL .. o'ICCE . ***** 
HINI~UM PAY~ENT nuE 

........ ..,.__. 

VA 

TYPE er :REDIT PER1on1c 
RATE( SI 

ltAlAM: F OH 
..,.,..U'H Jl .... 4NC.:( 

C,.. AA<.;( 'H 4 !. 

.CO....,.JTEO 

FINANCE 
CHARGE 

,_. ._ ._,, ...,,,.,. ,,.,,.n .• 
.~, ......... - ••• \ .. ....:t , .. 

_ . ..... \ • • , .. .... 0-.,...w.•1 

•• ,, .. ~•c••• '• 
,,... -"l••OO•C •• l• t 'S I 

...... c. c---r.• ''~'t0 

1, 4 n l • T .: 

7.7:; ,436 103221701 '. 
26. 50 436603230835~ 

17.94 " 436803256100~ 
12.48 ' 436804016101/ 

100.00- 43680~136200~ 

6. 24 .433504133364( 
7.1.47 . 

1,454.13 

.oo 

. ......... ...... ,.,, 
i 'H • .. :\...:..;;~ ., • .,., 

ANNUAL 
PERCENT AC: 

RATE 
_ .. _ . ,._ .. _,_·~_·. -_._, ._ ... _ .. _ .•. _ . • _ ... _,._ .. ;_,+.-:1=-=-·-=0_0~~%.I:....: l_ ?_~9 o % o.~ pg __ o .!..9.9 L o. oq_J :.o 'i-1§-7 6 

·: 1•1•1 "',1' ,\"•1f\1>Vl\N('"l"i 1 o·- n1l l ? co Of 0 00 o~o 
FOR THIS 

BI LLING PERI< 
.. _._t_•_''-"-'·•<_,._:·._·•.• __ < '-"·_ri_or-+.....:l::..=_:.::_5..=~_.:.:~~[~·f : ~-Q ;. l4}.i·:-1j -=---n =~ 7 f.};.~5~139 ;~1·::Q~ .. K-(ii1] 

_______ .1..__ __ _:.:~~·L ~. . 
·."': ~ :1 . ~- ~ ,;.o j I I • -- . . - -- - • . . . , .. , ~ .,., .,,.~'!Ol.l'"\ own,•'1 .L H1 I ••11 \ .. rt l>Y n .111:.. J\:n·~ r 1(.,, ~Pf Vice C f'lfLlt .. 

1e.oo 

433 



§Ali§ FIFrll AVENUE 
S555 WIS CONSIN AVE 

' "\ CHEVY CHASE. M.ARYLAN O 20015 . : 
~ - · · · . ,, f\57·!>.000 . l ) I 

INITIA L LAST N AME 

~~-~·:i -· . ,,_---.. ,;-;;~- 71 --__,..-,d" • ..,,.,..,-'-''·1 -r 
( 11 t ~ fAtl 

- -·------ ---- ·· 1•,•-1i.v• lu ;r.·1 · '.t·I .._.., · :1 

:r!) () 

0 

'" .. 
SAit§ FIFTIIA \VENUE 

(11'1' !tlA l l 

0 .... .... 
~ o-

0 

0 

I 
,, ____ 9Z!L_~0,·~~5.~ . 

.' 
.' 

,__ _______ . ·-·- -----

AT DOU /IRS .C:F.NTS 
.. I//• I·?-/\ 
~-r· • ..,.,,, CJ 

SUB 
, I (/' TOTAL t (' ··I. )._..J~ • ( ( J.-_._.;.~S.;.;a;;.lc-1+----+.""',1?,...:,:_,,\;-. 

- % Tax / l) 
TOTAL ..,,-. .., 

CR "} "-, Y/.'\ 



~ ~--· --·-

f ... 
-I · --

.:uMf lUMS: 
:,.;. ""!°"" -'"'~'(; •S ::..:C 1,,.i>ON it!C!'.af 

'OUHI TUMS, 
. . :.11J .&:V1'10,...., : Ji~ ~NC! CH.l.lilCit •" o'll'! 

· ·"'~·'r C' h· : ........ ~ ... -· ... ; ., ,.1:L ""' t ... t 
"~A~ ·,...:,CH 1:·: :· . .... . . : :.i -:;\.:11...,. t -.. ·1~ 

. :. 1 .. : · .~Jr :. - ~. -.. .. .. .:. ' c '.-C... ... N r.: l(., N 
k~C(.•IE) Of ""~ A .:.~ . ; G·-:~ l'. -. ... ":N 
,,j~cr -~ .. ~: : ~~· -.. : . > ' 

· Y.:JIJ,.j ..:.CCOv,..t 
C• 

.. (",.c,::.r r~ """-"•: ;. :. _ ... . .i. : i' l-1:.•.: ,.., ,,..or 
!'I :11t M,:O.l""IJM ? :..•,,.:..,. I ~'\. ! .a,';) ~.-,QwN 

.,, JINAftrrifC! CHA.i!Ci •· • . t ;i .:.:JV!O ('7'1""• 
• :"c s-: ... ~o~tt .:: ~:- ·" : ..... ,.,., P•t-\111-:-.,s 
;.;.1ca o::>._cr.,.:;. .J :.· ... ~ .... ·s ;:v;J1~s •:--.D 
- ,.;;r..G. ..,.;:C'-"·""'._.•:. ·: :. ft..,.4,...CI CHAIC.U 
J A?E '·~~i -' l.LX. · : ~ r~ .... :c ....... , ... L ... ~!O 
CHAlilGIS; IF • ,,..,.\,...Cl CH1UGI IS 
:.w 1: ...... ~c:: ...... ,·;.:. .... :n·~ s..u.-f "",.,.. 

. v.u A: .,..y r :1 .. : j.,.i..f 1:;,~.~ r~tAl INOfirfO­
;.."'' p,ur fHHtOJ 

. - - --··· --· 1- a:;~·;;.~ 
r;;-.51~~~ 

c::>:11 :r r.? 
,-, 3:..- >- '.r 7::; 
r; ~:! -<" I t, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• • -.(1 #.t f _ .. . , .. ( ·•"-"\ 

i!Oltt 

('f~ 

/~ 

() l 

•• ,,.."""- l :. .... a.r.r 

CHAR GU 

l 0. 40 
l 1 • ft 4 
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•. U I t JI r~ . 

,. lO 

ShO? C~NTRAL CHARG~ ~TJ~ES F~8 F0~~' 
STCR2~10! SAL2S, SKI ANG ~ESG~T J~~R 

~:~NI s 

; 

M INl ... 11 ... 

" 4 "'•Alt' N f Cl\J ( . -- .. --. - -- :--

A V J" 1•,\ .... F,' t'lAlt... 

-· - t;:\\..A "'t':.'r---· 1 THIS IS YOUR AVERAG E D~ll Y (ULANC:( 
/.~ OUTS TANOING DURl.'I(; THIS 8tLUNG 

PERIOD. ON WHICH THE FINANCE 

-~'~'.'.'~.'~-~~ :~ __ :_n,- oir UM•:J ._ "~-~_,..._r ':.~~:::. 

1 2 1~£/i; scu ! 7~ .~557_~ 91 Cl!A,(GE WAS COMPUTED ' 

Y.~:..J •.!AYAVO:::> AOD1r :ONAL FINANCE CHAi?G~S BY PAYING THC: NFW B<l l o\NC:E WIHJIN ONE 1,:QNrH FROM r ~1: 8 t~· ·1c. f'~ IF: !;H(;',VN . 
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I 

I 
-c: · o' .c. J-+ ' 
21:00 i 

i 
2s:ou 

~. ::N ~ S 
I 

.IUST SA Y 

.. ~nlraf L/arr)P .Ji" 

f'tLL.ING U A fE 

1 
THIS IS YOUR AVEAAGE DAILY BALANCE 

( OUTSTANDING DURING THIS HILLIN\, 
.. PER IOD, ()N WHICH THE FINANCE ? 

CHA~GE WAS COMPUTED. 600 !7a 5557 C91 ,12122/ 7 6 
~··JU l.1AY AVOID 1\00:Tli)~;,;L FINANCE CHA.'?GES OY PAYING THE NEW OALANCE WITHIN Oil~ MONTH FROM TH( B:LLING aATE SHOWN . 

~.~.~i:~~~:::i ;~:~ ,~~ :?f ~r1 ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ T I~~~ ;~; ~ 6 -TH.,::-; CIJ I '.-~::; 3 ~,. "';;'.:~~~: 
·s!!E nEvrnse stoE Fort I · · · · 
1 Mf'O H T /\ ~T I N Fu 11 :-.1Ar1 0 N. ; · ~:J-:- '.": , '.H'~T':R S~Fl'.:TY Rf.GHIS WITH T J ~E'.) r.· '!"UH:~UP~ 

1
1 
V!S~r Y'JU~ FAV'1iHIE C:: NTRAL CH!.Rd;:: '.o::!.L.;~ T'..J0-4Y 

Annual PercP.ntage R:ites: 
. . I . . 

1:; ~ ON ,\i\lOUNT OF 1\V[H·1 I 
f .. r-: DAI L Y 8/\U\;IJSE U? T Q , I 
5500. 12~ ON A.'.10UNT OF: I 
AVE.ClAGE D A ILY BALANCE ; 
OVER 5500. I 

! 
i 
I 

JU:;r SA~ 
I 

a ,.Low 1s " ~uMMARY o;: ALL l R.\N S ACTIONS W HKH AHi:: LIST~O ,;_ •• ,,.~A7EL'I' ABOVE 

T•!!S 1·; YOUR AllEP.Al.E DAILY f',U ,\ Ni:E 
m 1 r-: r ANf'•~r. n11a1Nr; rtll'. r1111 :.•1r; 
l "l •11rll,l.NWHU. t1llH ftrl,a,N(( 1 

(.ifA:?GE WA':> CUMl"UTU> 

~ :;4 

r., r ' '-
C H4WG(.S 

4- 0 .SS 

(11\.Ll~r. tJ4 1 ~ 

N!:W BA L.A~CIE 
"'41"'4IWUM ' o-. v""~Nr cue: .--

'.38!+2'J l9)J 
·-

'•JU ~ .l AY AVOID All(HTION,\l FINANCE CllARCES l1Y PAYING Tiit. NIW l'.\l,\NCI WIT11 :,\o ·•1:1f ~., ()NIH H!(JI., l!lf i<ILL::.,-; f"ArE SHOWN. 
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c ... ~ ~r.~s ('';:::."',,',';~~:· u"j 

? J? ~ ~~·~ ·~-;·~~:··n~ ~2-~ J:;,~ ~ 6 -TH":~:-r:.-You._..___,.:- :_. l . f25:uv I 
' '. -. ~ : T:J 

.- : ~:; .,·. ::: 

.:.::i:..L; . 1..,;-i.~.,.J•..: <..cl 1:.. / lo · 4J::>o I . . 
::E ': J; E\' ": R::;!:: s:o :: FG?. u:i7 .L ... 1.:;-. .... rf,...\;'~ ;,,i.').; c •1f;/l~i/7c . : 1a:1s 

I . ) j ' i (' -

1.'.:?0RTANT l ;'l;;();:~.IATIC'\J. i · - - , .. •tr /- ? ' ? _ j 
!. I :J ..., Ii .·, ;:,, J 1.: U.;:; I ~ c. I b - ;:;._ :::> 

- · )- I. --- c-·- 1-1-. <; '--' .; C _ :::> : 1,,. rl .~ i -. u!.: CI .:..:. u I " . '+ :::> u 

1 

. 

Ann u il l Pcrc!!n t-.;ie Ra:cs: 
rn:; ON Ao'.10UNI OF r,v:;R .: 
t.G:: DAILY 01\L,\:\ICc ur r o l 
so;oo. 1:n, ON AO.~()UWI OF : 

i I : : 
~~ r' .. > .~ ~ ;1 L ~ _ F ..... .5~ l ~~s f. B! ~ K-~ C-j~~o L ~ EED:S' 
c "'" tl C H~H v•. I; M' YOUR .- .wun · ·~ :src~ " ! 

AVE'RAGE DJ\IL v OJ\L:.Nc( 
OVER 5500 . 

. ;;;_ t\l r.;,,. ..,:.....,__,., 
' . (: "'-;)· {, W\..:>..: ' ' 7> 
·. C) .. ~ .. :·,:;, 

, .. :-"-;-r- . ~ 
·,:~c:?v':""-

I I 
I 
I 
I . . 

"/? ;~s~;,;r n : I I ~ 
Lmlrr./ U :,1";J" J/" ~_L_ __L_ 

UELOW IS .. $UMM .. RY O F ALL THA NSACT10NS WH l<.: H Al<~: L ISTEO S _-_,_,-A- R-. ,"""\;_E_L_Y..._A_ 8_0_V_._E _ _, 

r.-- -----j--r· >r·'L r-TO;"'At.. , .. ~---;o;.\ !.. N w M1~1 -.. t.,; '4 
r .~ ;i.;:v, (.H.:'5 ~ .a......A,...C!:: I r ,..,,,. ·•T'rl rR~f T~ ( ,.,-',1'$.C CM '- 0 JC·':S £ BAU,..CE P-'.V'"" ! N T CUC r-: ---y-:--·: : . ---.,...- r--·- . 

I '1 0• ' · 2 I . -- ··0 .... . 7 "·7 ·- · " - '161·- .. ·2-o'i. - · 1.,··"'0 \. .. 4• .. .!. .':· ! ~ ::.:::> u i : c: ::> 4\ : ~~;; :_ :.:;. J., . :::> • ...,~ : _ :u 

(" <·'.:::-::-· ~"'-~J .. THIS I~ YOUr! AVE~\l'.:E O,\•LY OAL.>:ICE I -. :- ' I (lUT:;T AN DI NG OUf'llNG Ttt15 f\ILLlllG 
\ . c ::; .', I . PE "•'-•0. ON WH'CH Tl-'E FIN-3.NC.:E ', 

...._ ·-~:_~:> CH ~ -'•C.E w.\:; CO ~PUTED . • 

m1..1..1N~ o"' n : 

08/22/761 

C R F. OIT \,,I~ ' AC'::::n.: -. r NU .. Bl::Jt 

/ 
600 l 7 ·j 5557 091 

Y-J1; ~.·.w AVvlO A0: .. : : .:1';1\l F(N;l.IJ(f CHA ~GES HY r,;v1nc THE ~l[W n.,LANCE WITHIN o:.[ MONTH FROM TH!: BILLING DATE SHOWN. 

M_~~E CHEC'< i'~YA~ ~ : TO 1;;;::-;-,;~ ... .:cT ----- ·· - -----· 
C~NTRAL CH ARCE Sc:!VICE l--- -.1 1 , ,.H~J"> 

i 02~9 i r>Av.1C:.'lT os102110 THA~K vou , 50\lo 
I 0 7 u 4 c rl ~ ;~ vi: c ~I 0 3 I 7 6 : 3 J :: 0 i NOTICc: 

sEE nEvrnse :;1;-,r r-oµ 1 53 u d c 11 '"' ~G2 Cf7/iJo/76 5775 1 
1MP0RTANT 1N;:oRMAT10N. I 0801 CH.~f\Gc c910 817 6 : 5 6.ao 

I 0 _:;3 6 ;~.;: ~ c HA t'4 c I 5 ~ C l. 0 s I 13 I 7 6 . : I sa:do 
A~.nual Percenta r;::! Rates: I 033 6 I C rl A;-\G~ OS I 13/ 7 6 ~ 4 ~2 5 11 
HL. ON AMOUNT OF .AVER - I . . 
A.;3E DAt; Y BAL.11~'\JCE u_r rn: SHC p 1.>..::H iUL CH ~~.G~ · S TGR~ S FOk l; XCIT Hl.G l•iE w: F~·LL 
s::>:io. 12 ., oN A .. 1ou~i. oF 1 - -- ·- A • -L ~cc-ss o s I ·- F - I,.. I . -
AVERAGE DAILY BALM;cE• ;- t.J u J '.' ;: . .:\,~ , PP>4R.i:::: ' ... >'.: C"IE ' HOM.!:: Ur<.N -' .H ,-..G~ 
OVER ssoo. I ! 

"\~f\L Ci:,. I I 
Li... ........ ~ • , -
~ (. .-.::-~-' ' .. :. ; 

.. 0 ·>'-A·~ , = ,;; i I 
' ~ - ·~.~· :). I 

·~ U'·· · ·v·\··..;. • Cl"\ I I 

I 

l 
JUST ~,.; .( 

- -··· '" . .. I . '·~:. :"'·"'·.._·-.. ::,--- ·-' ': '._C: A"''"'""' 0, ; u· : ----- t-.cc ; ' ; \I . =c-- AU "''".. ' ; ; . · • ...... .,,,, . -..cnn• ow , . . l 2504~ I . . , I '~Rl!" I 7.:<1:r~'""IT:_ _ f'.' ':·" ~Ar1 t;.L 1. !"Tr::i ·- ____ :_ . : '- , - • . . . "'"a ' "., - , ,. " ·' '""~ . 
·-- -- ::> uJJ . - o: , ,: ...... ,.s I "L •LYAf',) vr. . . ::> c ..l 0 . w ""'-'"•CL I -

"/? f7i/, () Lt't:!rtA.l ._.. i c:; .-.; ,, J/" 
~ 

,r·--~ ~ .. . :·\·:. ::."'-' 1 
~ ._-~1;; '-6/ :-' 

-~--L-~. _ _:· :·:0-, M IN I "UM 

P 4 Y"~NT f'JU:'i 
2~ 7 :243 .80 ~87:81.J 19):/0 

~-- ..__.. -

f!tlS IS Y')IJ R AVER.~GE CAI L Y e .. '..A~CE 
cu;s;) ' <''I '<\. OUPl~G THIS 81Lll:-IG 
f' U•11)<J, I, ... •YHl <: H i>tC: FIN .... NC f 5 
0 ! VG~ IY'~ Cu~?UTEO 

91t .. L.1NG :: Arc _t:·'!:':l• r t..1M1 '1 A C<:ou,..T "'"""'"' fl:" 

. l.JS/22/76 
'--- --

i 
600 : 1:3 5 557 C9l 

' ')U '.1.1\Y /,\'·.)IQ ,\ r ;:' , 1·.: ',.".L r 1 NAN<."~ U•.~~GES HY !' .\YING Hie. i .rW 1:-'1 ~:~r r. \'11ro1 1N V~ ' ~.-:.;~;flt H<(' ~.I l f• c ~' ! ' : .G OAi~ ~ H(lW/'4 
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M.\'< E CHcCK PAYA!\lE TO 
CENTRAL CHARG E SERV ICE 

NOTICE: 
SEE REVERSE Sli:>E FO R 
IMPORTANT I N FO~MAT ION . 

J\nnual Po1e~~!:>11 9 Rallu: 
13% ON Al.I OUN T O F 

- AVERAGE DAILY BALANC E 
uP To ssoa... 12% o•. 
A MO U NT O F AVE R AG E 
DAILY BALANCE OVER $500. 

~~(;~}/ ~· .•. -</ 
i.1 /r~)t 
(j., 't'*~":'?!';i' 
\ s .. ,. ,\i'f:Y 

:.,, y I 
f /:,, " .. I 

. • . J ... ..Yl I 
I 
; 

R 4 F!!'. •l t. N C E 

4 898Cl6 0 3 
6 9 1+20615 

- ---
. -- --··------------

' C.H !l. :J.G2 U:../C?./76 
<: H .A ~ C: 0 6 /15/76 

I CHAP':. !S 1 104 '' " • •-.~, A ... \.. 

T
2~ ~,,. ~, • < 

I 

~g J i 
, I • • 

T H: 'M I "l T ~A I J 1-1 P A Y ·"I EN 1 0 U E ' ? HQ i,. N B ~ L ~ W PK l iJ u c S :~ 
P6 5 1 Cu~ h."10UNT. : : l 
lF YIJ L: H.\ {jF. s=~i LS TH I S Ph Yl'E ~T ITHl~ T.: :ptST 
F~1,i OAY S , , PL':~S:: ACCEPT O U~ St"l~EP, ~ '. Tl-V~K· S . 

I 

L ___ _ 
ri..:c.nv p ; A SU MMAR Y o ~ AL L T H A f"&-:;ACT IUN S. \".' '-'! :( H A ::, E L •o:.r ro !·r;_,"r>"~SLY A ~OVF. 

.c.,,,.,. ' • ·1 -,.,,.,-] ( ;o;;z· ,. •• 
, l:.Jl _, ""~ c"' ,.,., •• '!. .... r-; r.oc._IJ l fi!i C '~.l.'lGE 
r -· . - ~ - ~---

: 91·6.J : '.oo : '. co : 1;1 l . -- ·-· _ _;_ -. ;_ -_,_:___. -~ -J __ ,;_ __ ; __ 

"'''·: - I ~ " '·"''"U"' 'I ("~ ...... .... . .i !"4£W UA :.. .1t. :... .: ~ ~"" ,..~ .... r ouE 
~. -- __.-----,--

f:: 2 17 :1:5;4 
~-- - ' ···- .___ ...._ ______ ...._ _ _. __ _._ _ __, 

20JO 

4 THIS IS YOUR AVER~GE 0 .\IL Y (!AL,4NCE /j cu· '11 NC. C'URING TH l3 DILLING 
• . PUll•.·.1, ON WH ICH THE FINA NCE 

CHARGE W A S CO ... PUTEO. 
?. 

·- - - -- . 
Olt...L. l t't G ~A rr>; 

C6 / ?. 2 / 7o 

CRt'.OI T 1...1..,1 A::C:JuN r N U ... 9 € 1t 

6 00 ! 73 5557 ~Hl 
, 

YOU MAY AVOID ADDITIONAL I .N A NCE CHA RG ES BY PAYING THE r~EW BALANCE WIT HIN ON f; MC:NT H f'ROM TH ~ !JILL!NG DATE SHOWN. 

·: .. ,._:o <' .._ ........ - .... ~~~.----.. ..,--...... ~~ ........... -·· "':":'·-- .. , ... .. - / ·· - ·- · ··- -
MAKE CHECK PAYA3LE TO 
C1'1'1TRAL CHARGE SERVICE 

~t-:Jl" ERt:NC!: I c ... .-,.ca: !> ·· - ·"''--t~ r:.i AN c:5"'\ 
J I ":P~ ':'·T~-

i p ~ y~~N T 06/24/7 6 Tt-:ANK YCU '. l : ;,; J 
NOTICE: 

SEE REV ERSE SIDE FOR 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 

A n nu_al Pt1rc~ntagt1 Ratt1s : 
18% ON AMOUNT OF A V ER· 
/\GE DAILY BALANCE UP T O 
SSO'J. 12% ON AMOUNT OF 
A VERAGE DAILY BA LANCE 
OVER $500. 

~~\ .. ~- -~v· · Li.l .. l'1f 
It.? -')· ...-~· q. 

~_gi?';°~, 
JUST SAY 

·c,.t,.QI Clinr9 ~ .Jr 

Cll8 
0 006 
018 0 

P~Y~'=Mi C7/lq/7c 1H t.'.'I K YGU : : 2.)JJ 
CH :~~. Gi= 07/1<;/7 6 ... 

UE L OW I:> A S UMMAR f O F ALL HIA NSACTION!:> W H IC. ~ A H.: LI!:> TECJ <;;.:,~A l!A rELY A~CJV E 

(r-!f".'110 U '3 R AL. ..lt.NC C TIJT \ L TOT,,L. ~;41-iG rO TA'- I N~W 1111.ALAN(. ... I ... ..... ,,,..u .. '\ ,.._,y .,. ·~ r I T .. CHAe<Ai c .... .. .. ~~ l• ~ ... ... ..- .""'fT OU C. 

l :155)4 4 s:00 :oo is 3 

~ 
THIS IS YOUR AV ER>GE DAILY 8A1..,4NCE 

l OUTSTANDING OU.RING TH IS BILLING 
- PERIOD, ON WHICH THE FINANCE ] 

CHA!ICE WAS COMPUTED. • 

7 EIS I :1 S l4 2 I 1 J:'JJ 

Bl L.1..1 NG OA :~ tCP. ( OIT t..IWI AC:OUNT MU ... 9~" 

0 7/22/7 6 6C Ol 7 8 5557 J91 
IQU 1.1,:.y A'JOID ADDITIONAL FINANCE CHA RGES BY PAYING THE..N E.W_ BALANCE WITHIN o;;E ~ONfH f'ROM THE OILLlo"IG DATE SHOWN. 
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l. .. 

MAKE CH::C:< PAY .~:.\t" TO 
CENT~Al CHAllC: 5~!lVICE ( R~FER=:NC£ C>-tAPC~-.> l°' '°' ""' ( "' t S A"'U' 

I -:- u cr .1 r ..;, 

I 
568SC5J.O 
oa2:;J:13 

CH! "'! G'.: 05/l'J/76 
P~)~E~l 0~/13/76 TH4 ~K 

34.?2 : 
NOTICE: 

SE~ RC:VrnSE SIDE FO~ 

IMPORTANT I NFOP..'.IA TION . 

A::m.;af Perc~n/:Jge Ralas: 
i 3% ON A~.~0U ·'<T OF 
AVER..\CE 0~ 1 t.Y £1.:.:..A:lCE 

UP TO SSQQ, 12% O~i 

I 

~n ti 
I : 

I 
! 

Yr'lllrl c'~DfT LitJt1 H~S '3c!:~1 IJ\(;'.;= ;'l.~EC Tr: 
T~~"iK vru , F'1? S~C:JPH I G AT CEf\rn~L c~~QG~ 

I src~~s ~~~ Fr~ cr~!l\G us T~~ CPFC ru~ rrv 

: GF s:;:-:vrc~ TC 'fC:L. : 
AMOUN r OF AVl::RAGE '1 

Q,'1L Y BALANCE OVER S5QQ. 

,~~l. --ci1,,1, /~~~ ..... /.>·· p.IJ t . 

~
:,) .. . .. ,j:.;:.-·1 -~J -" rr:.-\.v ., 

.Sc!~v1c~'"/ ------
JUS':' SAY 

"C,~1,.a! C1rn,.9" J1 .. 

I : l~~ 
· s6.0 a : 
~ -- ~8 ;:R: c ' ~ ...... 
n :0;.c:· · 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

·1 

I 
DELQW IS A SU MMAR Y OF ALL TRANSACTIONS WHICH ARE L ISTED SCPA~A-:"::LY ABOVE 

rr>£\.'l•JU5 OAl..A"<:E I 

t584 I 

;-!::·· :- .:· '~t' _;, ~G'i.IJ"'ILl 1 
\. __ : 62:5 0·. 

T'J rAL. I TOTA \.. ""''~~" c~.l~; 4 ~" '~:rc~ ; fHf.01 r~ 

lC~C Ci :cc 

THIS IS YOUR AVC:RAGE O..\ILY BAIJ>NCE 
OUT$T,,NOING DURING THIS BILLING 
p~ , 0 :-l WHICH THE flN .loNCE 1 
CH . .\,<(,;; WAS COMPUTE!) 

Oll..L.ING OAT~ 

05/22/16 
' 

NF.W 0-'\..ANC.k: 

91; I; c ,. 10.0J 

CREDIT LIM ll A C COUNT NUM8~A 

6CO 73 5557 091 

" I : . .1:, ;,t f INANCE OIA'ICES [W rAY ING TH[ NEW BALANCE WI THIN ONE MON TH FRO M HI( fi ;lll~G DATE SHOWN . 

. .. . -r- ~ 
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i T~AN SACTION I I I DAIE STO~c 

I ~ccou" l ! "'c~ 

I 
SHCW" AelCVB 

F : s 21 ·to I 

- ·-----------
R:F;:RENCE I D<PT. I DESCRl?TION 

tlU.\\aER NUMaER 

582 ~ 15 ~OMENS ~OSIE~ Y 

PURCHASES PAYMENTS ' CREDITS 

PAYMENT IN THE A~~UN T 
BRING ~CCOUNT CURR~NT. 

48.88 

I :~~ ~~ ~I ~~ : 
i "!.'<~ 1 9 10 i 

PAST du E. 9 EC EI PT CF Y!Juq 
BY THE N~X I DU~ CATE WILL 
56030 97 FINE JE~ELPY 

58621 l8 i CDS ~~TICS-TGILETRIES 
9.36 
4. 16 

: i 
! I I 

I 
! 

I 
I 

63785 9 7 j FI ~ E JE~EL R Y & 
17 j ST AT ICNERY~ 26.00 

/AE2CHAH01 H RETU~NE!l WITHIN S OATS O F l'IE ClOSINC DATE ANO ll OT INClUDED Wil l Rf I EHECTEO OH YOUI NEXT HAH.~lHT • . 

PREVIOUS ~AlANCE -PAYMENTS t. CRE DITS= BAl l\N(E SU~ll:CT lu + fCIHHAA!"r,cee + PURCHASE S = NEW 8AlANCE 
FINANCE CH~ t--'C'-c''---+---'--"-"-'---+--------+----------i 

212.2 9 I ?.! Pl 
'--~--

2 6 i:.11 I 3 9. 52 254.99 
' . , '._.~.'.?~~·.;:.;"::~~~£,:;{,., IF YO U liAVc A QU(~TIO~I REGARDING 

ANY TRAN SACTION O~l TH IS Bill, PLEA SE 

; I\ p R 16 lg 7 6 GIVE TRANSACTION DATE AND 

REFERENCE NUMBER SHOW N • 

. ' !: c :TA1l:!> DE , ~N 

P: R·ooi.: 
RATE 

t. s ·~ 

~ = OEP.AltTMS:NT ,\r.v STO~E 
:>ESICNAllON ON REVERSE SIDE. NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE 

TRANSACTIO N 
DAIE STOR: 

FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 

RHE RFNU 
NUMBER 

DEPT. 
NUMBFR 

DESCRIPTION 

·- · -

454 

A : .. ,U,.\ l 
PUCEH IACE RAT! 

THFAt I~ 110 i\ ryDlfl0Nj.l 
FINANCE CHAICf IF THE N!W 
BAlA~C E IS PAID SY. YOUA NE>C1 
ClOSINC DArE / 

LORD & TAYLOR (212) LW 4-5260 

.·. 
PURCHASES 

! 

. , • a :s::uzcs , I Pl\YM~NTS ' CREDITS ! 

PA '(·IA ·[; l\!T [N iHE ..\:.1Quf',T 

r; I\:=!. 

29 ol2 
17.l6 
33028 

55.00 

8.32 
29.12 
50.00 
33.28 

LO~D&TAYLOR ( 212)Ll/'/4 - . 



; 

: 

i 
I 

iil,,,._t;.,\ ( T l() ~l 

OAJC 

APR 
!J ~ y 

<JAY 
,Ll ,f\Y 
"It. y 

"'AY 
_IJ A 't 
tJ 'y .... 
'·'AY 

211 :10 
I 

l 1 ~0 
5 1l 0 
'i 110 
c: '10 
5 

17 
19 
19 

ilO 
I 

! 
·to 
ho 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

R'rrof ~:(E 
" UY 1EP. 

5103 8 
57663 
1624 6 
162'16 
16322 
32270 
0 6 l 't 5 
120 42 l 

12073 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 

I 

Q~ l"f 

uu ·.~9 ~-:t 

24 lLtNGERIE- SLEEPWEAR 
97

1
FI1'\lE J E\.ELRY 

9 ; r/\"ICOAGS 
15 , ~0~ENS ~ OS IER Y 

se 1 JUNIC~ CR~s s=s 
24 i LINGE~IE-S L ~EPWEAR 

j PAYMENT - T H~N K YOU 
lB I COS~ETICS T~ ILETRIES - .J 

63 i r,,a~ENS SHOES 
I 

' 
' 

r uR': HA'iES 

34/3 32 
16. 64 
34.32 

7. 64 
13. 42 

4 l 6 • 
29.12 ! 

I 
I 

i 

34. 32 
35.00 

I M! :tCHA'I Ol~E R! ~1J 2N'SO WIT ... IN 5 DAYS OF TH E ClO~ING OAfE 1' ~' :"J :101 INClUD~O Will BE R!H.!:~TEO ON YO U R N E'l f HAT!" 'A~N ':. 

CLO SING 
nEVIOU~ BAlA!'KE -PAYMl'NTS !. • ·~: BAlANC E ~11o :•c r TO + FINANCE + PU'.\':H.\~~S N E'.'I SAlMKE D<\TE 

--~S.,3·21 F IH~~~~~;~~_t CHAAGE I ' i-

I I .'I 0, '( 20 17 1046 13S.52 243.29 l 1.53 
' '"' 1 •1•, •;"l t r1 · ·: 1 r ·· , r r~~ · o~nC AHN UAl I F YOU H AVE A OUl.STIO N HrGARDING rt1 r Pc: '~ t:o AC~1 rio.·'Al 

' l'°''f\•t••J ~ ... '.J:..tl :> !! ;H~ l •t'.) ~y RArc PERCENTAGE U TE ,.HANCE CHAICE I ~ TME NEW 

l J U:\ 
! 

16 1 9 7 6 

, ,E D .. 1 .. llE» CIES01PrlON 
~= D~ P,Aq;MeNr MID STO~E 
: • :: ::.NA110N ON RcVER;E SIDE. 

·- . 

ANY TRMl :; AC TIOtl O N r111:; Dill. rl(l\S( 

GIV E TRANSACTION DATE AND i .. si 
REFERENCE NUMBER SliOWN. 

NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE 
FOR l,'•M'ORTANT l!\JFORMATION. 

-·------------- - ·-····-- --- ·--------·-- - -

8AlAHCE IS PAID BY YOUR NEXT 

18~ 
CLOSING DATE 

LORD & TAYLOR ( 2 12) LW 4·5260 

I 

-- ----;:c::l;;-----"-'==;:r--=-7." .. -=-=PU:-:R:-::C=HA=S=E:S..,==-r=PA'""Y""M""E-NT_S_&_C_R_(O-IT-s~I 

! I 

; 1') ,, y 21 1:) 2 5'..>UJ •)7 
1r l ~lt JE1.EL R'l' 

I 
12.48 ; 

I 21 1 0 2 ~b46 r-iAY i (J4 jP i li. flll FC R TEEN S 14 . 5 5 
I t-' f\ y 2 1t .l :) ! 5 1t6 1t L i 20 1-' l f. I'. S SH IR T S f, I I ' ! I I ! 13) i.'·l F !\J ".:> CASUA L SL .\C KS f, i I 

' I -
I i ' I ? I jM r: N) KN I TS-51-iEATf R S f, i I 

' I I 

i i 1 3 ':) i·v, E :"JS C l\SU/\L SLfl CKS I 'j6.l3 : 
' 

' .•• AY 25 10 Ll t: 47 i 6 -'t !P I LL•\ll r !" ;{ Tf:~i'lS I l 1t . 5 5 
' i I : 

JU i~ l J .J 66 Ll 8 ! y ; II:\ ~·In t3 i\ GS 
. 

3 6 . 1t c ' I I , 
JU i\ l 10 (, 6(>3 l i U3 jc u S '1 ET IC S- T lJ I L f T K I ES l't. 0 4 i 

I 

J lJ,'I.; l 10 0690 4 lJ IG L GU SES 
I U.5 2 .. 

' ! 
I i ; 

IP/\ YMF.NT J Ui'-i 9 2 1726 ! Tt-/\NK YOU ' : 

~J i - i 50 .00 
I ! ; JUI\ 13 : 678 1 8 I 9 7 iF- INE J E\.;f L K Y 

' L'tO . 4 0 I 

,.,C";) ( 1t , ~ tJ 1 ; :: rt:T IJD ~.i :O W ITHIN s OAYi OF THE CLO~ING DATE AHO NOT l~I C lU O EI) \.'ll ll ae P S: !=l ~..:i~O ON YOUl N EXT ~ f ..\';" ~.\A~HT. 

: ClOS•:-.v PR cVIOU S BALANCE -PAYM ENTS t CREDI TS= BAlANCE SUBJ EC r TO + FINANCE + PURCHASES = NE'N nALANCE C~TE FINANCE CHARGE CH A AG£ 

JUi\ 20 t.d .29 I & ~. 5 sl 17o -7 1t I 2 . eel 2 <J 7.?2 468 . 94 
:::: ··.·.11:-; t ,.,~ , , ~ : :., . • IF YOU HAV E A OUE~TIO~I REGARDING PERIODIC AHH•JAL TH~ OE l'j tlO ACOITIOP-~ Al 

•J1,Y".'!:·~f ~r ':.'\.h ""' !it lt :':. t •v (O •y RATE ~EICEHf ACE RAT! FINANCE CHA ICE IF THc NEW 
ANY TRANSAC TIOtl ON THIS Bi ll. PLEASE BAl1'HCE IS PA ID BY YOUR NEXT 

: 
JUL l e t976 GIVE TRANSACTIO N DATE A NO L. 5~ 18 ~ 

ClOSING DATE 

REFERENCE NUM13ER SHOWN. 

= . : ' • c 0.T .. ILD D.SCRl>TIO I 

~:jr~:~.,~:~~NJ:.'·""v~~~~q\iot. NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE 
FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION. LORD & TAYLOR (212) LW 4·5260 
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... 

.,. 

- -IRA~• ·' .. , I STOA~ I vr ri o,.,,, E i D· .. , I I I PAYM~NTS & ( . . JtTS 
OA.1. t •l •.•:st u uu 1A9Elf DESCPIPTION PURCHASES 

' ;\CC OUNT NG'../ PAS r DUE . RECE IPT OF YOUR PAY.\1 ENT I N THE AMOU NT I 
SHO ' . .i .'lj A:~ov E 8Y T HE NEX1 DUE DATE \.I I LL BR I NG ACCOUN T CURREN T. 

JUL ' 9 7 j FI NE i 
I ! l3 i 8 ! 69322 ' J E:..fEL R Y I 14 1.75 I 1 I : JUL 14 ·l 0 ! 62792 i Gl j UROAN SPOR TS't/E;.\ R I 6 8 .6 4 ' I J UL llt 8 69029 i 9 , HANDBAG S I 36 . 40 ! I i I 

I i I 
I 
I 

I I ! I 

I ; i 
! ! i I " ~ I ... 

i I ! I I ! 
i ' i I I 

I 
l 

i I I I I I : 
I ! I I I ! 

~-\!J(l'AflOfa ~:: TIJl:t'i~O \'11rH I N s 0)1Y~ o;. T!-IE ClOS ING OA ro:: A. '10 N •) f l~f(lUf)~O Will ~c a:r.tc•;o O M YOUJ ucxr ST.A t f .Vt .. f ' 
ClOStNC 

PREVIOUS BALANCE - PAYMENTS & CREDITS= BALANC~ SU~•~CT ro FINANCE 
PU~( HA SES = NEW ~"lANC ' 

; OATf 

flH~~~ ~;!~! 1. (H~:E3 ~l i I 178 .151 ·-JU L 2 0 460 . <) 4 68 .64 363.79 .. 
I~ )OU flAV i- A <lllf ',fl()N R(G AN OIN• , •·t °'1()01(. ···- - -·--M IHUAl fll'"' I 

.. . , ,, .. ,"l .. ... ' • - •• \ .. J' 

RAIE n•CENfAC~ RATE F1HAN(f "-'CE I~ ft • ~ NH_, 
-

ANY lkA'J~A(ll."l~I ON rtll ~ Rill PlFAS~ 
5A.l .,,...cr ' . \ .... . , , "'""''."1 •,::,• :\UG lfJ 1 ... , ' 01Vc TRA N SAt:TlON D A T!: ANO l. ,,~ L a~ (lu·,,.,.._, C·\IP. ...' • lJ 

REFE RE N C E N l' " ~FR --------· .. 
• £ r"" 'l\'lf(\ O:S( 011-trt(1N 

: . . ~r~,\.1i.',\ l ~T :. ·.:;> ~TO;(~ 
· - · ·~ t ;Q ,.. ON P<V[RSf SIDE . 

. 

:; HOWN 
--· -

NQT ,.._E: SEE REVERSE SIOE 
FOR l,\,PORTANT INFORMA TIO;\ 

yo~,;A:,T1":>~1 jsroq: I P.EFE~f>ICE I DEPT. I C'F''"' 0 1:-f1-0N :;..:c ~U!iS~R NUMSEil 

·-- ·- ·-· - - ·-·-- - - ----' 
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I PUP(~ASES I Pl\Y.'•HHS & CREDIT S 

I :-i ~. ,r\ y ~.' t.J u 
c: ~ . 

• .J t-\ y i)iJ K. p .\ Y '·1.f ~~ T • ;\r~ i\ 0 ~J I T l U ~ i ;\ L PJ\Y ,' '. ;: ;; r rr-~ THE .'\.~IO U N T 

:::» 1(· : 1 t-; ~'jiJ'Jt ;., l LL o~ !!-JG ,Y !.llJ .~ ACCLJUN T UP TO 01\'fE . 
iPA Y·"IEN T THA ·-.iK YO U 95 . 00 j 'J :... 21 0 0344 I -

I 

lJ il 51 i jPA Y"IE ~ T - TH ,\.~i<. YOU 100 . 00 ~·J 3 J ' : i 

39 . 5 2 i.\ jG 7 10 6 1436 I 226 ·CRYS T AL 
I 

200i33 97 FINE J E~~F.L R Y 68 .64 : Ai.JG '-) d 
23 . 92 ;\U·~ 1 3 LJ ouu49 I 

)7 f IN E: J E',J E L ~ Y 
i I ! ! ! 

! ! 
! 

I 

l I 
; i ' I ! 

I ' ' 
' ; ' ~ : ' 

' ,_. ! t :"" -.-c:H:! t '::J 1 '4 -'J Wi1'! 1._. ~ J .\ T ~ O F P t! CLO \IN C OAff .V•'.' ,.o r ,~,lUO (D WI! 1,. n~ · ~ · .·· : ;11 u·1 YO\• .J >. · t ~ \! Ar: u ! .,, 

Cl:.; •,c; -PA"f.•,•r 1 · *': & CREDI TS= BALAN(~ SUHIE(r r o + ' I PQf\'IO'JS Bl.LANCE fl NAHCE CHAtC E ':':. ":' ! 

'·' , ,.-
1'""' ..Iv 20 1 363 . 79 I 203.64 1 100 .1 5 I 
: : ,i.- :.:: • . : · ·;·-'d. ~ ~ -; ,· ·, :: ; !: -. ; : ! • IF YOU HAVE A OUcSTION RECAROING PERIODIC 

RA TE 

I SEP 
i 

16 l c; 76 

- . - --

ANY TRAN SACTION ON THIS Bill. PLEASE 

GIVE TRANSACTION DATE AND l. 5/o 
RF.FERENCE NUMBE R S HOWN . 

NOTICE: SEE REV ERS E SIDE 
FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION . 
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FIN ... NCE 
CH A•CI + PU~CHASES NEW BALANCE 

i. so I 63 . 44 165 .09 
TM1PE IS "0 AOD1rtQNAl ANNU AL 

l'UCEHTAC l I ATE FINA NCE CHAIC I IF TH E HfW 
BAlAH(EIS PAID BY YOUR NEXT 

1 8-;: ClOS"ICi DATE 

LORD P. TAYl.OR {212) LW 4·5260 
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. ·~ 

~ 

t/ 
~ 

J 
f P. 
' t ... 

'). 

. . j 
. ~ 

( 
i<,€ 
. .J 
·1 

--.• - -
T~~'t 3.ACTiC"f ; __ . I ?:;:: ::·ice j o=•r 

C'A i C i ... t .... ~ :J 'l ' .. . '.•3EA Nu~.\;:~ I OE 5C P. l?TI0.'1 I PU~C><ASES 

' . 
PAY'-'ENTS & CREDITS 

1' 

539fd I 8 7 : Nf: CK;,EAR 
1' AUG 25 10 12. 48 j I I 

1, AUG 2 a ;lO ! 66223 : 8 7
1

i'<F. CKWEAR I 10. 40 
' 1 SEP 2 . : J J j ! ; 3 I I PA Y'1 ENT - THAN:< YOU l 1 

I 

SEP 4 i l c · c v~ :> 6 i 7 1, j SPLJR TS 1.-/EAR 44. 72 ,, S~P 7 L 'J L): 9 •; i 2Z. i S1 • .fEATERS & I · I 

I ! : { It I s J> 0 R T s \H I\ 11 6 1i. 4 8 
1 1 Sf P l l 1 0 ) 5 u2 :t : 9 7 i l PH: J E~ELl ~ Y 36. 4 0 1 1 
I 1 

5 0 .(Hl 

i 
I 

I / 

' i 
I 

! I •. -
.,-· .. ': ·' , ., , . . _ . · ·· · ~ v:r·h . ... :. :" ·'.Y \ ') ;: r~ t ClOSINC 0 ). ;'F ~" '';') il ")f IM(ll J O: ~ W ill. RE U · ' l .. ::;~ o O N YOUI N;xr sr . .\T; \ilfHT, 

'-'~l~~c., I P?e•11ou~ ~ >..> :>K E 1r,,vME>Hst CQEOITS= ~ ~\~~Mc/~~1~i~~u t ~'.:'t~NJ; f Pu~C '"1ASES ~ r-: : w 9'1LANCE :.;.C , , 
l I S EP 
i I z o I t :J s • o 9 I s o • o ol • · ~ - - · I 2 3 5.30 l l?. ~ ' ) _ _I l • 7 31 168.4 8 

I I ., .. ,, " .. ~ ... :F YOU f'A \ 'c ,\ QUt:~l lO~I R~GA~OIN·-, 

A NY T~'l:ljA(TION ON TH IS BILL. r u 
(.;•:E TRANSACTION DATE AllO 

REFERENCE NUMBER SHOWN. 

('f ~ 1 ' llJt-(-----.. -M-.. .!u--.. -l---- ---1f-,-,.-, -. -, - .-;- ,-,o- ,.- c .,.:i_IT_IO:--N-.. -l--
RAT C PERCE NTAC.i a~re F l:-fAN(~ (HAQGE IF tH~ ·NEW 

lucr 16 
I 
I 

l s 7 6 
· tL c: - ,.:. · lr 0 c: : -,,, • . ..., 

i :>~· c:~~;: _~,~~~.- s..· ·,-;:, ~ =....: '~ 
; =:~IG'~.\i lO~ O "f P: ·1:~3: SIOE. 

1. 5-1: 

NOTICE: SEE REVERSE SIDE 
FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 

.. ~ ..... ·-···,·--... .._,.. .. .. ,~.,. - _,..,.. : ..... ~-·· .. . - -

l () - ~ 
! A LANCE IS P/410 BY YOUR llEXI 
:lO~INC. CATE 

LORD & TAYLOR (212) LW 4·5260 

-- -----·- ·---- - -

r~ .. . ,s;-c;;;::-·~:~·-FNce DEPT. 
OE ~CRIPTION I PURCHASES DATE s:o~ NUMSfR NUMBER Pl\YMHHS & CRE DITS 

' I i s lcoSME TI C S- T'JI LETP. IES i s F. p 2 5 ;l () ; l 7 6 6 l i 15. 0 8 
s r= P 2 1 11 o : s s '•a 9 I 97 F I "-' E J EWF. LRY i 57.20 
' lCT l?. itO i 228!•'t I 38 Tl lF. RLOL;SF Sl l !~P 26.00 
~ c T L~ \ 0 l ?. 3 0 5 7 I 2 6 c L1 R s E T S-13 H. J\ s f. 

! I 108 lfOUNrJA TIONS 20.Zo 
J:::T ') 2 712 I p,\ Y:-1::N T - Ti-lf1 NI<. YOU 
:) - ~ I. . ~ I .j ."{(Jl~9 i 33 iTHF. BLOUS~ SHOP ! 40.56 

60.00 

? :l ? .::h ) I 10 8 I FOIJNDATIO~I; 
I 4.68 I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

.. ... .. . . :: :- :1 "'•""l \" ~ ... • ' ' \ f.i f) ,: ; :-& : Cl'"" >l~ t'i ') ' li "., ,, t101 IN(l'; t') C,"1 ' Vl 1. l ~: .1::1. !t "'f: ) O "t YO U 1 N :::r '::'\ 1 !' .-..~~T . 

PR'; '/10~> U·\l Ai'l(E :: ~,\'rMEN T S t ( RCOIT'.i= B~~~~~~e<.;t~l~l~i~~0 + ~·~::J: + F~~':HA~ E S = t4 EW DAlANCE 

2 :] 5 • 3 o I 6 o • o 0 I 2 2 5 • 3 o I 3 _· 3 s f t 6 J • Ho I 3 ') 2 • 1t a 

' - . • , . . - 1· .. ~ ·" ~ · ...., o• :: 

l'l ~T 2·.) I 
I . . 

I·,; ·JV l6 l 971.> 

". : ~ ~{:' .a. &l :O o: ~C' • "' T•")'t 
o r O!,.\=!:TViEhT >' ;"' 0 :. ~o >; 
'::>:s1~-..A flO!'i O "'t ;:v:o sc SIOE . 

IF YOU H.:. 'JE A 0~1~;no:1 ~cGAilDHlG 

A~!Y TP.,, ~1:i~cr:on o~~ TH IS c1:..:.. . ~l(AS C 

Gl'/E TRANSACTION DATE AND 

P.~~~R~!"IC~ rlUM!:!:l ~Hn·.-uL 

PE?•OOIC 
P."'P: 

l . :. c:, 

AH HU A l 
PEICUHACE • ~!! 

,,, 
l H ~ 

r._,EP!: IS P.H) ,t, Ql"ll rtO~Al 

FIN)i l.f(~ CHA)Ci 1; TH E N!l 
'.t.lA~CE I ) P~t('1 3Y YOU R Nt ' 
CLO'.. l ~l(; CME 

NOTICE: SEE REVER~ .\ ND ACco·~p.,:-1YING STl\!l='t:: ~JT 

FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION. LO~O 3. T~YLCR (212) L'N 4-52~ 
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·::n ;:: .'I ~.!,>.·«1--G l~i ~'.J:;•y , j _ _ , .,_, _ __ ----··- ·· . ·- -;-
l' "'"E r<•• Ell'...LING DA TE I ,l :;cou.'l r 

-:-.-v: :::i"'r: "'ID R::!' NCI i ·· .. ;,- ~o ,,__ _________ ,_•:.t·.I 21 T l ' ·"'.~~·~_: :R -· 7l--t-_-t--?_7-2c I 
::~. ;: : ;:::FE? E'<_·c __ :_r:_v_. :!--r---,~-----=0-=E:..:S~C=-R._IP T iON ·1 PURCHASES ! -"~·2'._'~;.h'"1 . 

1 ~ i 2 2 I' ::- ~ 111 r. ': 2 o :., 3 o :. n ~ :-H T ~ c.~ 1 I' j · 
5 3 q ti I l P ·' ; H Y;;.. 1 -, • Hl 

:2 : .27 1 .:Ll-t~J?.? \!~ :'\{\ L.0. S :·i ~ 11CS 1 I ~/.?4 
!..' 177 :;./.2'1'794 n~ ~!i L.P. H d T'i ~P1l-...-R C.ll'> 

1 : 7 _:. il5 1:-~- ..>7'> .31'1 f. 0~ '. ·!r: T Jt~ l 
l 1 21 934~: («.• r: fl] 

I 
I 

JWf. LY 

l 

l/IH !:N M).KING INOU!RY I ACCOUNT BILLING DA TE FE ti ;> l"' 1~17A . NL!~ISER 76(:.- /.,37-28 ".31'/ c Q,>. TE -: 'V() RC:" NO 
~T".)U'i OE;aT 

.,..., .. ..., ,_______ --
PA.Y \ t:'IT:i ANO O.HE RECERF.NCF. NO.J.__ DESCRIPT!ON PURCHASES C;>~iJITS 

--r - --- ---· ·-- - -· 
1 24 .., ,. ", f.C> f) .:..: 1~ cr~s~F.TTC~ J A.32 . I . 

) 
1 _, 

30.c..:.1~n o 3 30 t' ~~ ~f".TlCS J J.7.i.26 1 :J ~ 

? I 7 3zi .. 55 u 'i ():. ">' SU f~ Pi,.JF:.'\P. l r1p-P T!: 1.- ~ .i•O .. I •. -+ 

?. I 
-,. 311:...:...:.h;· 11 ? • :;1 0 r:t1'\•ffTTCS l <J.t.?. . 

?.l lj 324,_,Q ';I) 03 24- CffO TT~ SLFFPWR l l NC-P~ H- 41~ 

2 : l G ci61 '.1 ~3.! ·1 1 "" ·1 i>.\Y~ENT - rµ,, ; ... n< Y:-'U 17.3l 
I ' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 

~Ev10US BALANCE .l VFq.\(iE OAIL'f 
OALANC!O FIN A« CE CHARGE PURCHASES I ;>.n~· :; :-.r-:.1 i;R::o1rs N :OW aALMICE -

I 

12.32 .oa .on 72. 8ll l ~3-92 ?. !.?f1 
.. 

The ANNUAL PEnC!;NTAGE RATE ol thP. FINANC= CHARGE is 13% o n t~e l1tst ssoo ot th~ A VERAGE DA ILY aALANCE 
and 1L% on tha t portion ot th'3 AVEnAG:: DAILY BALANCE 1n e~cess ol $500. The AVERAGE DAILY BALANCE exc l•Jde5 any 
p urcha:;es adced curin'J the monthly b illing period . To avoid :iddi:1on;il FINANC:'.: CHARGES pay N EW BALA~lCE before N ext 
B ;lltng Da:e. Pnyment o l ilmounts disputed under the Fair Credit Billing Act m<1y be ca:err.:?d. 
~IOT ICE: See revers9 side tor im por tant information and d e partmP.ntal descrip:1on. 
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- - - ..•. --

· - -- ·--- --......J~- --- ~-~.·-·-___.~w,:._~.:.-~--·---- -- __________ :....;._...,;-: 
' \'/HEN MAKING INQUIRY 

BILLING DA TE ACCOUNT 
o:vE 

0

DATE ANO REF. NO. STOAE o~r. ~PP. ? lT l ':f7t> NUMBC:R 76C>-o37-28 
H() HO. 

DESCRIPTION PURCHASES PAYl.tcNTS A1'i<> DATE REFEJ'IENCE NO. c;:1:01rs 
I 

·. .. ~'· . .. 3(;~ ... lL~ '· ;. 3U e r: ~,, . : FT JCS l e.u~ 

... ..., -1~.:..; : 1 : ,· . .> 2~ Cr· f:O i 1 ~. P. r·f:'. l-~ r. ht;r""l wl:.A.I\ 3~.~.:. 

... :. ci .. ;O~t' ! :.• •. i ·°:' ~l1 t: ~r··: Tll.S ) 
a:;.c 
.. J C:J~ iH-T IC!. /. 5-72 

; .., l~ 3 (> (J ( t I' .. ~·· .. , .:.. ~ t'f:t.UTY ~" li"".: i'I i~f1. l!!:• 
I ... l t-. :..~ ~· l.: .1 t .1 .. ::< !.3 er: fL;J ~ !> ~E~J-Pf.-.CU!:. • .11·.H L 'V 31 • .il• . 
i 

L 'i :;,;cl'• r.L: '- i.:~ SB Sf Hl /:>f.:(CICLIS .H: Wf L;.. Y 34-~2 ~ 

I 

I : 
I 

' ' 

' 
PREVIOUS BALANCE AVEAAQE OAILY FINANCE CHAAGa PURCHASES PAYMCHTS& CREDITS NEW BALANCE ' BALANCE . 

l>.. 4i. .vt~ .oo .oo 102.n>j 65.52 77.64 
The ANNUAi. PEFICatTAG&·RATI! of the FINANCI! CHARG2 Is 18"• on the first SSOO of the AVERAGa DAILY BALANCE 
and 12% on that portion of the AVERAGa DAILY BALANCE In excess of ssoo. The AVERAGE DAILY BALANCE excludes any 
purchases added during the monthly billing period. To avoid additional FINANCE CHARGES pay NEW BALANCE before Nut 
Biiiing Oat•. Payment of amoun~ disputed under th• Fair Credit Billing Act may be deterred. 
NOTICE: Sae rev~...e side for Important information and departmental dnc:riptlon. · 

. ---- • p -·-- - - - - --... .. - · - - - -·-- _ .. .,.. ~ ·----. ---:--.... --- --

','irlc!'l ~.IAKING INOUl::l'I' 

: .. VE DATE ANO R!:F. NO. 

DA TE R~ENCE NO. 
I 

HO. 

4123 3006903 O?. 
4:23 3036720 ()3 
41 24 3189266 03 
4:30 3205523 03 

I 
I 

.51 1 5030R~4 05 
51 1 5088147 05 
5: 1 5053207 (l5 
51 8 32172'36 03 
sl a 31566a2 ·03 
s 1 .a 7141829 07 

OUT. 

HO 

BILLING DA TE MAY 21, 1976 

DESCRIPTION 

</ 8EAUTY SALON 
30 COSMETICS l 
37 JUNIUR SPORTSWEAR* 
82 MISS J G SPORTSWEAR 
92 BLOUSES lST FLOOR 
37 CREDITS JR SPRTSWEAR* 
"SS CP.EDITS SE~H-PRCUS JWRLY 
92 BLOUSES lST FLOOR 
5~ SEMI/PRECIOUS JEWELRY 
64 YOUNG MODERATE SHOES 
58 SEMI/PRECIOUS JEWELRY 

STATFMF.NT CONTINUED ••• 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 7c6-637-2a 

PURCHASES 

a.oo 
3-12 

21.94 

30.16 

10.40 
.. 72 .so 

28.08 
36.40 

PAYMENTS ANO 
CRE01rs 

21.84 
3q.52 

PREVIOUS BALANCE PURCHASES PAYMEHTS & CRl!.OtTS NEW BALANCE 

The ANNUAL PERCENTAGE l'IATE of th" FINANCE CHARG& Is 18% on the lirst $500 ot the Average Daily Balanca and 12"a 
?n that portion ot ~h.9 Av8'~9" Dally Balance in excess of SSQO. The Averag" Daily Balanca "xcludes any purchases added dur­
ing the monthly b11Ung period. To avoid additional FINANCE CH.\RG£5 pay NEW BALANCE batore Next Billing Date. Pay­
ment of amounts disputed under the Fair Credit Billing Act may be d91Mred. 
'l;QTICE: See reverse side tor Important Information and departmental description. 

·· --- - . . ··--- - ... . .. . --·- ·--- - . - ----·-· · - . - ·- ·--· 
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. . . . . . - . . . . . . .. . . . .. - ··- ... -· -. . - . . . ·--.i. ·r- -· 

~'iHcN MAKING INQUIRY BILLING DATE MAY 21~ 1976 
ACCOUNT 766- 637-28 

GIVE DATE ANO REF. NO. STOil'I!! Din'. NUMBER 
HO. "°' DESCRIPTION PURCHASES PAY~ifrJi~sANO 

OATE REFERENCE NO. .. 
I 

51 8 7141R2A 0 7 58 CREDI TS SEMI-PRCUS JWRLY 72.80 
_ I 

8 7293234 07 37 JUN I CR SPORTSWE.!.R* 2 7 .04 
::>I 

5 1 12 3 0 38014 03 30 COSMETICS 1 13.00 
I 3 0 86192 03 53 STAT10 NERY* 1 5 . 0 3 5112 

5114 6446800 01 993 PAYMENT - THANK YO U 38.12 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
I . . 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

' 

" · PREVIOUS BALANCE AVEBRA~~8fl.Y FlHANCE C HARGI! PURCHASES PAYMEHTS & CR!:OITS NE'H BALANCE 

77.64 .oo .oo 21-5.87 172.28 171.2 3 

The ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE o f the Fl HANCE C·HA~Gi Is 18"• on the first 5500 o l the Averag9 Dally Balance and 12% 
on that portion of th9 Average Dally Balance In excess of SSOO. The Average Daily_ Balan~~x~~~~ any ~ur~~~f.~~ a~:t~d ~~;= 
ing th1t monthly billing period. To avoid additional ~l~ANCE CHARG'ES pay Nc:W BA ore 9X 

1 
• 

ment ot amounts disputed under tha Fair Credit Billing Act may be deferred. 

=· .. ~ A ide for Im ortant lnlormatton and departmental d95Criptton. .. NOTIC_ S-e r .v . rs'l s p 

·----·-·' · 
.. · -

( WHeH• MAKIHG IHOUIRT 
. . .. . 'I 

BIWNGOATE JUNE· 21,. 1976 
ACCOUNT 

7 - ·..>37-28 . ! Give OATI! ANO Rl!I'. NO. Sl"Olll -· NUMBl!R 

I - -· PA'fMSNTS AlolO 
I DATE REF!ABICE NO. " 

. . DESCRIPTION PURCHASES · CREOITS 
I 

l 5 122 soaa~.44 0 5 58 SEMI/PRECIOUS JEWELRY 40.04 
I . 

3181222 03 37 JUNIOR SPORTSWEAR* 29.12 i 5 1Zo 
! 5 126 32187 0b 03 58 SEMI/ PREC IOUS JEWFLRY 52.00 
! 

5 :26 
r 

i 3218.705 03 58 <;RED ITS SEMI-PRC US JWRLY 40.04 I 
I 

5 12 9 3218921 03 58 C~EDITS SEM!-PRCUS JWRLY 52.00 j I 
6 I 8 4418993 0 1 993 PAYMENT - ·THANK YOU 3:4.0 0 

l 6 I 8 3182077 0 3 37 J UNIOR SPOP.TSWEAP.* 22.88 l I - 3210 2R6 03 5~ SEMI/PRECIOUS 
' 

b 1 1~ JEWE LRY 37.44 .. : 

i I .. .. ; 

i I 

i I .. .. . . . ..... ... . . .. 

I I : 

l SEE GARFINCKEL'S/KOOEL MIXED DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS I 

i JULY 17-18 AT THE WASHINGTON ST~R INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT·? 
' l6TH \. ANO KENNEDY STREETS. FOR TICKET INFORMA T!ON CALL 333-5610 . 

PREVIOUS BALANCE AV"eRAA8'~:'LY FIHAHC I! CHAROR PURCHASES PA'fM~HTSA CREOITS NEW BALANCE ' 

l 171-23 80.74 1.21 181.48 126.04 227.88 
Tha ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RAn of th9 FINANCE CHARGI! 1; 13% on the first 5500 of the Average Daily Balance and 12"a 
on that portion of the Average Dally Balance In excess of 5500. The Av~g9 Daily Balance excludes any purchases added dur-
Ing the monthly billing period. To avoid additional FINANCE CHAitGES pay NEW BALANC; before Next Billing Data. Pay-
ment ol amounts disputed under the Fair Credit Billing Act may be defwred. 
NOTICE: See reverse sids tor Important lnrormatlon and departmental d1'scrfptlon. 

. -·~ - . -; - - _... .... . . . - -.-.... ~~--- ------ . -
--. 
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- . - ' 
/ WHEN M.:.KJNG INQUIRY BIUINGDATE 

ACCOUNT 
· 7o6-b3-=T-28 $TO~ OUT'. ~UG ?l~ 1 ()""7 - NUMBER GIVE OATE .:.NO R!:F. NO. ~ I 0 

NO. "°-
DESCRIPTION PURCHASES. PAY~lfM.¥sANO 

OATE REFERCNCE NO. 
I 

-~ 
I 3 2AC·2~A3 (~ l co- PA VMf- ~'1 T - TH-Ai'~K vnu 61.00 
1 - -~ 

-~' I 4 ?-(' ·:.-::. 1 :~ 03 3(• CC~"'1 f.T JCS l 8.f!4 

I~ I 7 i::. ~ ·.- · ~~c, 
,_, - • T -" "~· Sb C .<Er~ I "TS S Fr-41-P!=< cue JW f.\ LY 104.CO 

I 
t'I l -( r:.o :.-,-: ~ vs ?.7 C ~. f-O!TS JP $P;;;. l ."-Wi-.l!.t· * . 27.C.~ 

( 

l 
' 

I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1-,.:.. •· T ..... .. . ~ ~ .~. s1:i .... 1 ~ fJP l~ Y f!U~~ r.T ~;;.VJ r•GS r:F zr-~ TC: 33~ 
T"·' .: - ~ l~H .t.lJGt.:=> ., ?,. ~ST j"l GA ·~ ~ p ; (.I( f: l's F:;I{ SAU.ms 

I: T ~ T k :- E I ' ~ ~ - v f I» CC:!=! r :~ i-~ ~-: Ar !! MGNT<~i.'~"f~ Y ~.t>LL. 

PRF.v:ous 2~!..~~·~;o ,\\'E"!~GE OAlt.Y 
B"l>NCi' Fl~ANCE CH•RG! ?t:RCH,1,SE~ PAV"4ENTS -1CREOITS NEW BALANCE 

I ~"'''_'I -; . i.'fl~.t.? ~ .05 fl - :.~. '-!-- l 'J2. •.":4 123-~t-> ---- -The ANl'!IJAL PEACEHTAGc rt..\ TE ol the Fl:"UMC!:: CHARG! is 1d"lo on tiltt first 5500 o l the Averags Daily ~:?lance and 1 ... "I. 
n:i that p~r:ion oi :n<! Ava rage Daily Balanc9 in excess or $500. The Avot~agtt Daily a a lance axe!:..: des any purch~~9s add ltd dur­
ing the mo:it~!y t:.:::ng period. To avoid additionai i'IN..\NC~ CHARC.:S pay N!:W B.~LANCE bafore Next 81lhng Date. Pay­
rr.an: ol ar.icu:::; :::;::.::~d und"r th.,. F11ir Credit Billin!i Act may ba daletred. 

J 

~!OTtCE: Sae rnv-<ro;e side tor Important lntor~ation and d'P~rtm°"1tol .::a.c;cr!p_~t!~.o;_.n;_.. ----
. ·--... .. . - . -- -·· ----·· · ~ · .-,.~ ----

- - - - ----··- -

--- -

- -· .. 
. .! 

WHEN MAKING INQUIRY I 
j s·o~c BILLING DATE c1v:; OATE ANO REF. 11:0 . Olllf JULY ~1., 1976 

- · "0 HO. 
OATE RE.r:;n:Nc: NO. DESCRIPTION 

I 

I 
t-. t 22 304?-l)tl? 03 30 t ;._::i$r·1 !:T JCS l 

I 55 Cf! .S f·H: T 1 CS 2 
,_. 'z~ 3027576+1 f°) 3 ,,.5 8L1Y, s C L 0 Tt-H :--! C. i: H !S r.11".C. 

42 GH<L 'S 2-4., 3-ex 
~ 2~ 30;.102·• i 03 30 CiJSMfTJCS J 
""? 3 32 l l 77•d .)3 5~ st-MI/r~f<:Jnus Jr >-IEL~ Y • 
? 14 30~~71'-4:03 ~~ ST ..n T J D -'I E ~ Y"' 

I 30 COSHf Tl-CS l 
1,20 d2451-l~ ·., 1-• l 1/9~ P .c. Yt-4ENT - THANK Yt:U 

I 
I 

OUR CULDRFul WHITE S.;.LE ANO STC:Rfwl L-E 
lNT JHATF. APPAREL,FASHIO~S,GJ~TS A.NO 

- ·/ .. . 

ACCOUNT 
NUMS!:R 7oo-t:i37-2f4 

PURCHASES PAY~jf~fJ.fsANO 

14. :-t. 
! 

11-90 
:4. i:1 2: 
i; 7 • M°l 

9-o2 : 
: 
46. !h! 

CltARAhC.E5 OF- .. 
~fN5WEAR .. -

,,.~ E: H/.f>PE:NING RIGHT NOW !N C:\1 r-R. y GAR Fl N(.t< t=L 'S .STCRE ' >--PR:iflOUS BALANCE AVEil,1,G:O OAlt.Y 
BALANCE FIHAHCE CHARGI PURCHASES PAYMENTS & CREDITS NEW BALANCE 

·-...___ 227.88 - 224-81 3.37 118.56 46-00 .303-81 
• The .ANNU..\L·PERCENTAGE RATE ot th9 FINANCE CHARG~ Is 18% on the first ssoo ot the Average Daily Balance and.12". 

on that portion ol the Average Daily Balance in excess or SSOO. The Average Dally Balance excludes any purchases added dur-
lng the monthly billing period. To avoid additional FINAHCI! CHA~GES pay NEW BALANCE before Next Billing Date. Pay-
ment ol amounts ~isputed under the Fair Credit Billing Act may be daferred.. 
NOTICE: See reverse side for Important Information and departmental description. . 
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-

- --· - -..-----
IAKING INQUIRY ,,,,,.! DPT. Bl LUNG DA TE 

OCT 21, 1976 ACCOUNT · 
.NUMBER "°- NO. 

Re~~ENCc No. ·DESCRIPTION PURCHASES PAv~q1:NJiUNO 
766-637-28 

I 

9:27 5083248 OS 
9127 505354-9 05 
9:30 31J3t.42~ 03 

;_ i) I .12 46970'::2 01 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r· 

30 
31 
3!> 

993 

. ,_, 

COS>tcTlCS l 
GRE~~:.tiR.!Eit S?O~TSWEAR* 
E:OSMET1CS 1 
PAYME:NT - 1H4NK YOU 

9.88 
33-28 
24.44 

57.9b 

CUR CHAJ ST~l.i.S CARO G.U.L.ERIES ARE MOW OPet AT All STORES : 
t:XCE?T TYSC;';S CDRNCR. CO~e IN MO SELECT YDUR CARDS

7 
J>ERSGNALlZED 

IF YOU P~EFER, SE:FORE TH!: CHRIST."tAS RUSH BE!:OMES HECTIC. , 
PREVIOUS SAL.ANCE 

87.9b 

AVE;!AGE OAll.Y 
BALANCE 

.O-Q 

FINANCe CHARGi 

.oo 

PURCHASES PAYMENTS & CP.EOITS NEW BALANCE 

87.96 
~ 

67.60 67.60 
The ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE of th9FINAHCE CHARG! is .18%on the first SSOO of the Average Daily Balance and 1:zet .. 
on that portion or tile Average Dally Balanca In exce" of 5500. The Average· Dally Balance excludes any purchasgs add9d dur­
ing the monthly billlng period. To avoid additlonal FINANCi! CHARGES pay NEW BALANCE before Next Billlng Date. Pay­
ment of amounts disputed under the Fair Credit Billing Act may bs deterred . 

. :·~-::..·.!'...::::-...!:.~'"'~""'- ·-- • ___ ........._. ·-'---.. ... _ --~ ..... __ .,._ . ... 9 

\'iH:N ~AAJ<ING INQUIRY 

GIVE 01\TE ANO REF. NO. 

DA TE I REFEflENCE NO. 

t·: 2~1 
';.'I .C:. , 
.;,I 4 ' I 
' ·'' i : 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~~)."? <:/: ~ 
::: ,... .!. - ., _ ...., 

5 1;•:-"7 -,,,;:, 
~ (• ~ :.:~· ..... : 

·· 1 ACCOUNT _ -
sro..' OPT. BILLING DATE . · SE.t"T 21 7 l9 .J6 NUMBER 766-6.:>7~.t:~ I 
"o roa. 

· DESCRIPTION _ PURCHASES PAY~k=tJ;~sANO I 
(< j 5 11 ~ EMJ./i> ; ,f(.i!Jli S J t ~ E L !-=. Y !n.44 
GJ ~~ ~ P~VM~ Nl - J ~ . ~~ YOU 5D.OO 
, · ~ 'it> C~ t- L•.iT .'> ~U'rl-rl".C~J ~ "l"i~ LY f; 7 .44 
1·: -~, , C.l!~ '· t-1 .1. (.~ J. l~ -2~ 

(,,:,, J, t- ; r~ .. r :..:... •~ TYS:....rJ' L,: · :- ~.i::!..: !·11.!; Pu-T .-:ri f, u ·.v t LY k . ':-1 ;:.,:.Ct 
Y1 •lJ • LL '. ~.s .. . f T'1 :1,.-,., ;o.~1 ), l 'J l S 11 

Tu l r' l S r- >.(11..i t·:,.Ly C :;·JTt-~ Pi"J~ ;. P.. Y ST• •~ f ,. 
~ P~::v1ous aAL).r.CE I "'''1.il ... ~8.~8€'Lv I FIH..\HCECHARGI! PURCHASES I i>AYMcNrs~ cReo1rs NE\'J BALANCE 

~-. ·-: ~" · I 1<:• . c<.,I l -'' '• ~,(.,. -,.:- ! C."1 .-.:... 8?.qb f· ~ ---. " 

; :-::;: :..~1:-iu~L r>!:?.':~NT:\~ : ?.AT~ -:of !h1t FIN~NCc CHA~GC: is 18"/, on the first S5CO of the Averagtt Dally Balance and 1:zet. t 
c>:i \h<i~ ,:i,,;;i;>n ;>I Jhg Aver:i;a Oaily Balance in '!XC ':lllS o l S500. Th it Av~r~ge O-.iiy Balanca axc:uce:> any ;Jur::hasas aac:d -:br- f 
;.,IJ tne monthly bilh:ij pariod. To avoid addrcional F I N.M4C!: CHA~GcS pay N::W BALANCE b.Jlorr. ~!gxt 8 i!Ens !Jat'.!. Pay-
rn t?ri t o f amounts a. ;;:n;:~d u:idar the Fair Credit Billing Act may t:e deterred. f 
:;01 ;cc: Sea ~ .!\:'!~;:? :i:!'? !~r i rr. ;:i-:-~,:int ln lorr.'l" t:on and d.+!Jartman!al cescriptlort. · 

- •• - •• --~ - _ _ _ _ ..... . 1 : ' - · · ---

-·· . ,. ~ 
- - -- --- - -- ---· ···- -- :'---:. 
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. 'f-)~ . () ·1 g :5 9 
FIRST NAME 

_:qL) I 
~~~.--.,.+--+--- --1·· 
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ENC~OSURES 
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I! 
1! 
I 
' 

PROPERTY SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

:r,H:· 
This Agreement, made and executed thi::> d-9 day of /[) tJ i 1 C: 1n1 Df ""', I 

d 
:11976, by and between CARL ROCHELLE, hereina fter called Husband, and 
· ' I , 

l: CONNIE GALE ROCHELLE, hereinafter called Wife. 
j , 
I 

' 
!! 
i! 
i: 
• I 
I• 

1: 
11 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

The parties were married to each other on or about March 5, 1971 
, . 
jjin Sioux Falls, South Dakota. There have been two children born of the 

·:marriage, namely, Carl Rochelle, IIi, born January 30, 1972,and John 

;Rochelle, born December 23, 1974. In consequence of dispute.s and irrecon-
j 
jcilable differences, the parties separated on October 2, 1976 and have ever 

!since lived separate and apart. 

!for the rest of their lives, they are desirous of . settling all of their I /· 
lipersonal and property rights, now and for the future, and agreeing on terms 

1

1 I 

lfor cu~y, maintenance and support, and formalizing their separation, all as 

!is mor~ fully herein set forth. , 

In view ~f their intention to li~e apart 

I 
I 
Ii 
i ~ 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual 
,, 
!: undertakings herein contained passing between the parties, Husband and Wife 

!;covenant and agree to and with .each other as follows : 
I. 

1: 
1; 
; · 1. They re-affirm their separation on Oc tober 2, 1976 and t heir .. 
!: intention to continue to live separate and apart from each other for the 

- I: 
I : 

i~ rest of their lives. Each shall be free from interference, direct or indirect, 

!:by the other as fully as though unmarried. Each may, for his or her 
II 

·I 
.I 

I 

I 
I 

l 
~ 

' 1 
Ii separate be.nefit, engage in any emplpyment, bus iness or profession he or she I 

. !!may choose. . j 
I' 
I'. 
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' I 1, 

Ii 
2. The parties shall not molest or interfere with each other, nor 

\: shall. either attempt to compel the other to cohabit or dwell with him or her, 
i '. 
\'. by- an~ means whatsoever. ,, 

3. The wife shall have the care and custody of the minor children ll 
!'. of the parties with the right and pr:j.vilege unto Husband to visit with and 

!;have said children with him at reasonable times. 
j , 

;. 
I 4. and maintenance l The husband shall pay unto the Wife for the support 
i· 
l

0

of ea.Ch of the two minor children of the parties, the sum of Two Hundred 
I• 
;• 

l;Fifty Dollars ($250.00) per month, per child, or a total of Five Hundred Ii . 
jDollars ($500.00) per month for both of said children. Said payments shall 
' I . ' l co~ence on the 1st day of 0 C:C i >i.i />(1-, 1976 and shall be payable on the 

llfirst day of each and every month thereafter. Said payments with respect to · 

Ii each child shall cease and terminate up.on the first to occur .of any one 

l
.
1

. of the following events: a) majority, b) marriage, c) becoming self-

! supporting, or d) death of said child or husband. 

II . 5. Husband and wife agree that all items of pen:onal property 

previously owned jointly by the parties as of the date of this Agreement 

ihave bi:edivided to the mutual satisfaction of the parties hereto. 

I . . I 6. The wife, by virtue of the promises, benefits and covenants 
I 

· I inuring to her under the terms of this Agreement, hereby and forever waives 
!' 
!'.and relinquishes any and all rights which sh~ may now have or she may have 
, I ,. 
i! in the future to alimony or support. ,. 

7. The husband shall carry and keep in force medical insurance 
j ' 

I 

;: for the wife until until s uch time a s a final decree of divorce in entered. 
I ~ ~'f. 

·l'. In ad~ition, the husband. shall carry and keep in force medical ini;urance 

·. for the benefit of the children of the parties. The terminal date: of ,. 
j·husband's obligation as to each child under this paragraph shall be the same 
I 

as provided in the foregoing paragraph 4. 
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S. The husband shall keep in force and pay the premiums on a life 

;: insurance policy in the amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00). Said 
.. 
1 ~ policy shall be so endorsed as to allocate one-half of the total face amount 

.I 

1: to 
! ; 

each child, and each child shall be designated the irrevocable beneficiary 

·,·, 
I~ of his share with the proviso that the right to change the beneficiary as to 

!: each child 1 ~ share shall revert to husband upon the first to occur with respect 
I 

I 

!· to said child c;>f any one of the terminal events provided for in the for~-

going paragraph 4. 

9. Husband hereby transfers and assigns unto the wife all of his 

; ~ right, title and interest in and to the 1974 Buick automobile. The wife 
; . 

L hereby agrees to assume liability for any outstanding amounts due on said 

i: . ' . 
:· automobile .and hereby holds harmless and indemnifies the husband against any 
I I 
!I . .. 

. 

1
1 ~ and all liability in connection with said liability. 

,j 10. The wife hereby transfers and assign.s unto the husband all of her 
!: I: right, title and interes t in and to the 1968 Ford Mus t ang automobile . 
I! 
I. The husband hereby agrees to a~sume l iability for any outstanding amounts due 
: 1 
' · ,. 
i~ ori s~id automobile and hereby holds harmless and indemnifies the wife against 
11 
•I 
11 

'. any qnd all liability in connection with said liability. 
I 

)1.. The husband agrees that he will carry the wife on his automobile 

\i insura•~: policy until the expi~ation of the current policy which is in 
i i I: December, 1976. After that time, the wife will be responsible for her own 
! . 
i: automubile insurance. 
; ~ 

12. The husband agrees to help pay the outstanding medical bill in 
I 
I 

'.- the amouunt of Sixty Dolla r s ($60.00). The wife agrees that she will be 

; res ponsible for her Sachs bills, which account i s in her name alone. The 

' · husband agrees to pay all other outstanding bills and debts incurred by the 

parties as of November 10, 1976 and the husband shall hold harmless an<l 

indemnify the wife against any and all liability j.n connection with said 

Lbills and debts. As of November 10, 1976 ne ither party shall pledge the 

' 
· · credit of the other or incur any debt or obligation which may be chargeable 
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to the other and the parties . further agree that all credit cards currently 

r: i l n joint names shall be c losed within thirty (30) days of the signing of this 

Agree~:~ent. 

13. The husband agrees to pay unto John A. Keats, Esq., attorney 

' for the wife , the sum of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) as a contribu-

1 t . 
;: ion toward counsel fees for services rendered by him to the wife, and the 
1. 
i husband further agrees to pay o h lf f d 11 ne- a o any an a court costs in connection 
; "',J ..-4 · '1 . 

.. ., 

, . ~~Dir 

i:·· with ~he filing and obtaining of a final decree of divorce. The afore- :~ 
p , mentioned monies shall be paid by the husband before the entry of a final 

s >-- 'i I I '" t 1 1> e l /c•)., i ~ (c..' i - q NY cJ ; /1 e r- . 
decree. a. "'cl h 4 s- }J '-i d d 

• ' .J 1 
o. f-t" 1· ,, e yJ· {"~cs ,.,,C1vA 

• . ~ 14 . The parties 
;f'· 

agree that they will at all times keep each other 

advised of their current address. 

15. All of the property of the husband, except as hereinbefore 

j' provided, whether real, personal or mixed, wheresoever situated, now held 
I ! \ , , 
I !i by him absolutely or subject to the marriage or dower rights of the wife, .. 
" 
·i or wh~ch shall in any manner hereafter devolve on the husband, or on the wife 
i 
l on the husband's right, shall be his sole and separate property, wholly free 

ll from any right or rights of any nature whatsoever either at law or equity, ,, 
'I of the wife; during his life or after his death, with full power to the 
!; . 
jj husband to ~onvey, assign, charge or will the same as if he were sole and 

i\ unmarried. The wife expressly covenants to execute and deliver any and all .. 
II I 

!; deeds, teases, quit-claims and other instruments of any nature whatsoever 
1! 
lj which may from time to time prove necessary or convenient under the laws 
1. 
I ' 
!' of any jurisdiction to enable the husband, his heirs, executors, administrators 

'. : and assigns to deal with this said property as if he were unmarried and the 
I 

wife shall be utterlY. barred from any and all benefits from the husband's 

estate and the rights to ~dminister the same. 

16. All of the property of the wife except as hereinbefore provided 

whether real, personal or mixed, wheresoever situated, now held by her 
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'.: absolutely or subject to the marriage or dower rights of the husband, or which 
i 

!: sha-1 in any manner ,, hereafter devolve on the wife, or on the husband in the 
" 
1, ' I! wife _s right, shall be her sole and separate property wholly free from any 

i. right or rights, of 
·' · ' 

any nature whatsoever either at law or equity, of the 
I 

i : husband during her life or after her death, with full power to the wife to 

i. convey, assign, charge or will the same as if she were sole and unmarried. 
I 

I 

\; The husband expressly covenants to execute and deliver any and all deeds, 
1: 
:, releases, quit-claims or other instruments of any nature whatsoever, which may 

;·from time to time prove necessary ro convenient under the laws of any jur-

:. isdiction to enable the wife, her heirs, executors , administrators or assigns 
- _.,:.,­

I 
I! to deal with her said property as if she were urunarried; and the husband 
i 
!: shall be utterly barred from any and all benefits from the wife's estate and 
' I 

the right to administer the same . 

17. Nothing herein contained shall be taken or construed to bar or 

prevent either party from suing for an absolute divorce· in any court of competent 

1 • jurisdiction of the parties because of any past or future fault on the 

j, other's part, 
j : 

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that neither Pa+ty will apply for nor obtain 

any decree in any such proceedings which would in any way change any of the ,, ,. 
; provisions of this agreement, and if consistent w~th the rules and practices 
I . . 
l: of the court granting any such decree, this agreement may be offered in 
I 
l ~ 
i evidence and all or any part thereof, as either party may elect, may, at the 
! . 

" • option of either party, be incorporated in and adopted by any such decree. 
' · 
i ' 
: Notwithstanding any such incorporation, this agreement shall not be merged 

I: in the de~ree but shall survive the same and be binding and conclusive on 

I: the parftes for all time. 
1: ( !: 18, The parties hereto shall at all times in the future, upon demand 
I . ,. 
' of the other, execute and deliver any and all additional and further 

·. assurances which may be necessary or desirable to fully consummate and carry 

: out the intent of this agreement, and in the event of the failure on the part 

of either party hereto the cost and expense of the litigation or other 

471 



• 

action of any nature, necessary to compel compliance hereto, including 
\ 

reasonable attorney's fees, shall be borne by the defaulting party. 

19. _The agreement shall inure to the benefit of and shall be 

: binding upon both parties hereto, their and each of their heirs, person~l 
I 

;; representatives and assigns. 
I 

, 
._, 

I 
20. The parties acknowledge that they are entering into this agreement 

L fre~~~ and voluntarily; tha: they have ascertained and weighed all of the facts I 
i ' I ~ ' 
~ and circumstances likely to influence their judgment herein; that they have ' 
.• ; 
\ each sought and obtained or had the opportunity to obtain legal advice in-

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

\. questions pertinent hereto have been fully and satisfactorily explained to them; '. 
•' 

i: that they have given due consideration to such provisions and questions; 

I 

I ! ! : and that they clearly understand and consent to all the provisions hereof. 

H 
!: 
i 

21:'. No modification or waiver of any of the terms of this agreement 

i · shall be valid unless in writing and executed with the same formality as this 

agreement. No waiver or breach or default hereunder shall be deemed a 

walver of any subsequent breach or default of the same or similar nature. 
I 

I ' 22. This agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws .. ;, 
1· 
:: of the Counnonwealth of Virginia, entirely independent of the forum where it may 
! ~ ' 
I; come up for construction or enforcement. If a court of competent jurisdiction 

!! l' of the parties at any time holds any portion of this agreement invalid, the 
,I 

Ii remainder thereof shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and 

1; effect. · 
h 
I : ., 
;I 
I , 
I ; 

23. This agreement contains the entire understanding of'. the parties. 

ii There are no representations, warranties, promises, covenants or undertakings :: 
t ! p other 

!i 
I • 

\! 
i, hands 
1: 
!: 

than expressly set forth herein. 

~IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the husband and wife have hereunto set their 

and seals the day and year first hereinbefore written. 
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I: /~ / · . t--:i . . /d' . " ( ~·~ . · ,.:: 1,~--/-/./·-f ... ,. (SEAL) I 
' ·. ~ · CARL ROCHELLE ~ 

.. {;_ I I ~~} /.. 1
/ 

.'.,, . J !.r : •• 1 <..· / ) -.. .(, > v<. ,...J, u._- (SEAL) 
' CONNIE GALE ROCHELl.E 

- / . ~ h· fc.-y/., IJ C­
S.TA-"IB- OF -VIRGTNIA 

SS: 
~ ,-COUNTY-or 

) 
) 
) 

I 

!: I CERTIFY that on this ']- day oJ:_/(J 1 , 1976, before the 
;. subscriber, a Notary Public in and for the State and County afoLcname~, per­
;: sonally appeared Carl Rochelle, known to me to be the person whost= name is 
i '. subscribed to the foregoing a~reement and on oath and in due form of l~w , 
!' he did acknowledge that he executed the same for the purposes therein con-
;: tained and the facts contained then-in are true. · ' ' 
j : ' I 

\ 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. . ' 

I , . 

. NOTARY PUBLIC 

I· 
' 

1. 
; . 

!: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: SS 

I ·CERTIFY THAT on this / :.7 day of November, 1976, before the 
:· subscriber, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columl:ia, personally 

appeared Connie Gale Rochelle, known to me to be the person whos~ name is 
subscribed to the foregoing agreement ~nd o~ oath and in due form of law, she 
did acknowledge that she executed the same for the purposes therein contained 
and the facts contained therein are true. 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

. ELAiNE WULC~~lN 
ldy c .... ~,n.;, '" E . 1 ........ 1:u ''} ': ..:.: )<·;:. l+, !97S 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 

CONNIE GALE (PETERS) ROCHELLE 

Complainant 

v. 

< z 
0 
"' > 
.; 
ii 
0 z 
" )( 

~ 
< 
3 
j 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

Defendant 

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES 
IN SUPPORT OF AWARDING CUSTODY TO DEFENDANT, 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The parties hereto were married on Narch 5, 1971, in Sioux Falls, 

~South Dakota. There were two children born of the marriage, Carl RochelJe, 
~ 
z 
"' ~III, born January 30, 1972, and John Rochelle, born December 23, 1974. 
< 

~ On October 2, 1976, the parties separated and r emained l iving separa te 
w 
ID 
.J 

~and apart until December, 1977. During this period of time (with the exception 
u 
i 
0 of a few weeks), the father, Carl Rochelle, had the care, cust:ody and control .., 
z 
~of the two male children, then ages 3 1/2 years and 1 1/2 years, and they 
0 
0 

~lived with him at his home in Arlington, Virginia. The mother babysat with 
l' 

the children in the evenings and on weekends for which she was paid a min:inium 

of $25.00 per week by the father. 

In December, 1977 , t he parties r econciled and }!rs. Rochelle moved bac:k 

nto th~ family home. Within one or two months of the rt?conciliati on, she 

egan to work for one Doctor We i sberg . Doctor Weisberg \., as a psychiatrist who 

endered marriage counselling to both Mr. and Hrs. Rochelle . At the same time 

as Mrs. Rochelle was seeking marriage counselling with her husband, she was 

arrying on a sexual affair with Doctor Weisberg. 
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~ecy 
In June, 1978, Mrs . Rochelle deserted the father and two children. 111at 

month, she had a sexual affair with one Les Silverman. 

From June until October, 1978, the two children again lived with the 

father, Carl Rochelle, in their home in Arlington, Virginia. They both were 

enrolled in private schools in September, 1978, for which the father had paid 

over $1,500.00 in tuition. 

In October, 1978, the mother, while having them for weekend visitation, _ 

removed the children from the Washington area, without notice to the father 

of their whereabouts . Further, she simply walked out of her apartment and 

to this day, has not notified her landlady nor taken care of the affairs 

of closing the apartment and paying the back rent or utilities . 
<( 

z The facts will show the mother's instabilities and emotional immaturity 0 
c: 
> 
• in her work, her financial situation, her marriage and her dealings with 
i: 
0 z a the children. On the other hand, the facts will show of the father's 
.J 
<( 

~ ability to support, educate and provide cultural advantages and opportunities 

~ to the two children . 
z 
0: 
0 s 
c5 
0:: 
w 
Pl 
..J 
0:: 
..: u 
'i. 
0 .., 

ANALYSIS OF THE LAW 

The primary consideration for the c·ourt in making a custody determin~tion I 
~ is the welfare and best interests of the child . That principle is well -
..J 
0 
c 
:z: w 
~ 
Cl 

established in Virginia, both statutorily and judicially. Va. Code §31- 15 

(1973); Clark v . Clark, 217 Va. 924, 234 S.E.2d 266 (1977); Brown v. Brown, 

218 Va. 196 (1977); Burnside v. Burnside, 216 Va. 691, 222 S.E.2d 529 (1976); 

Oliver v . Oliver, 193 Va . 571, 69 S .E. 2d 350 (1952); Mullen v. Mullen, 

188 Va. 259, 19 S.E . 2d 349 (1943). Section 31-15 of the Vir ginia Code 

specifically provides that where "the parents are living apart, . the 

court .. . , in awarding the custody of the child to either parent or to 

some o t her person, should give primary consideration to the welfare of the 
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child, and as between the parents, there shall be no presumption of law in 

favor of either". The judicial reaffinnation and strict compliance with 

the best interests of the child principle is evidenced in numerous cases. 

In Mullen v . Mullen, the Virginia Supreme Court emphasi zed that "we have 

I 
established the rule that the welfare of the infant is the primary, paramount, 

and controlling consideration of the Court in all controversies between 

parents over the custody of their minor children. All other matters are 

subordinate" . 188 Va. at 269. The child's welfare has remained the primary l 
consideration of the Virginia courts in custody decisions. See, ~. 

Mccreery v. Mccreery, 218 Va. 352 (1977); Burnside v. Burnside, 216 Va. 691, 

222 S.E.2d 529 (1976). 

To de termine the best interests and welfare of the child, the 

qualifications and fitness of the parents must be analyzed. 

In considering their qualifications and fitness, 
we must look to their adaptability to the task of 
caring for the child; thei r adaptability to control 
and direct it; the age, sex, and health of the 
child, its temporal and moral wellbeing, as well 
as the environment and circumstances of its 
proposed home; and the influences likely to be 
exerted upon the child. 

~ t Oliver v. Oliver, 193 Va. 571,' 69 S.E.2d 350, 353 (1952) , quoting, Mullen v. 
z 
a: 
~ Mullen, 188 Va. at 270. See also Clark v. Clark, 217 Va. 92.4, 234 S .E.7d 

<5 
a: 266 (1977); White v. White, 215 Va . 765, 213 S.E .2d 765, 213 S.E . 2d 766 w 
m 
.J 
a: (1975); Clark v. Clark, 209 Va. 390, 164 S.E.2d 685 (1968). In making ~ 
'i 
0 determinations of qualifications and fitness of parents for custody, the .... 
z 
> 
.J 
0 
0 
z 
w 
~ 
Cl 

court must scrutinize all the relevant facts and circumstances • 

In the case at bar, the qualifications and fitnes s of the plaintiff-

mother, Connie Gale Rochelle, must be gravely questioned. She has admitted 

to two affairs in 1978 alone, while still married to the children's father. 

As shown in the report of investigation from the Arlington Juvenile and 

Domestic Relations Gou.c t, she has been unstab~e ..i.n herwocking relationships 

walking off the job without notification to several of her employers. She 
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has not been able to budget or manage her financial affairs and has 

incurred large debts for personal purchases. It has been observed by persons 

with whom she comes in contact of her emotional instability and emotional 

"ups" and "downs". 

Despite the language of §31-15 of the Virginia Code which provides tha t 

"as between the parents, there shall be no presumption of law in favor of 

either", the courts of Virginia have applied a tender years presumption. 

That judicially-created presumption, or inference, as many courts have 

chosen to refer to it, provides that "'the mother is tne natural c'ustodian 

of her child of tender years, and that if she is a fit and proper person, 

other things being equal, she should be given the custody' • 11 Mccreery v. 

Mccreery, 218 Va. at 354, quoting Mullen v. Mullen, 188 Va. at 270-71. That 

inference , however, is rebuttable and will be rebutted where there is 

evidence that the mother is unfit or that other things are not equal. 

These "other things" are things which affect 
the quality of the custodial care received 
by the child. Quality is determined not 
only in terms of the training, talents, 
and resources of the custodian, but also 
in terms of the motivation of the 
custodian to make proper provision . 

,.. . 
< 

for the physical needs of the child, its 
psychological and emotional health, its 
intellectual and cultural growth, and . its 
moral development. 

t z 
~ Mccreery v . Mccreery, 218 Va. 352, 355 (1977). Crucial to the determination s 
~ of whether "other things" are equal or not, is the suitability of the homes a: 
w 
Ill 
J 
a: 
< u 
'i. 
0 ..., 

of each parent. The suitability of the home is not only to be evaluated 

on the basis of the physical acconnnodationsor material advantages, but, 

~ also, "upon the stability of t;he home environment, the warmth, the 
0 
0 
z 
w 
3: 
~ 

associations, and the kind of home life the children could be expected to 

experience." The determination that any of the aforementioned things are 

not equal and that they weigh in favor of the father will rebut the tender 

years inference and render it not controlling. 
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The tender years inference i5 not applicable in t he case at bar. That 

r esult is manifest inthat the plai ntif f-mother, Connie Gale Ro chelle, is 

unfit and "other things" are not equal in the custodi a l environment t he 

parents could provide. The plaintiff has exemplified her unf i tness and this 

has further been de termined by Ms. Reisman, a neutral party, who has done 

an exhaustive investigation in thi s cause . 

Furthermore, all other things are not equal in t he ab ility o f the parents 

to provide for the children. The def endant-father, Carl Arthur Ro chelle , 

is more financially and emotionally capable of provi ding a suitable 
I 

environment for raising his children. The children, in the custody of the 

father, would be able to return to the private schools from whi ch their 

mother removed them mid-session. The father is by far more capable of 

providing the children with an environment which will fos ter their 

intellectual, cultural and moral development. Moreover, the father maintains, 

as he has in the past, a stable home environment which provides warmth, 

security and certainty. As emphasized in Burnside v. Burnside, 216 Va. 691, 

(1976), even if the mother "might not be unfit, the child 's welfare must 

not be adversely affected for the sake of a mechanical rule, which blindly 

<accepted, would require the award of ••• custody to ••• [the] mother". 
i 
0 
a: 
> Id. at 693-94. 
.c 

Due to the circumstances before this Court, it should be 
iii 
D 
z 
< 
)( 

~ 
< 
~ 
j 

found that the "tender years" inference does not control in this cause . 

The facts and circumstances of this cause and the supporting Virginia 

~ judicial and statutory law mandate that the custody of the children be 
~ z 
"' ~ awarded to the father, Carl Arthur Rochelle. The Court should be gui ded 
< 

g to that result by the 1determination that the welfare and best interes t s 
w 
Ill 
_J 

a:: 
c( 
u 

of the chil dren will most e f fect i ve l y be observed by placing t he ch ildrP-n 

:i 
0 

in the custody of their father • ., 
z 
> 
_J 

0 
c 
z 
1.:1 
3: 
Cl 

II 

Respectfully submitted , 
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Gwendolyn Jo M. Carlberg 
Counsel for Defendant 
Carl Arthur Rochelle 
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l.UTINS AND 5HAPlllO 

32-' WAeHIHOT OH AVI:. 

SOUTHWEST 

"OANOKE, VUtOINIA 

DECREE 

Chancery No. 3836 

This cause came on the 6th day of July, 1979, 

to be heard upon a petition of the complainant for separate 

maintenance; upon proof of proper and legal service of process 

upon the . respondent; upon the Answer of the respondent; upon an 

Order entered November 14, 1978, directing the Court Services 

Unit of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court of 

Arlington County, Virginia, to conduct an investigation and 

report to the Court concerning the suitability of the parties 

to have custody of their infant children; upon an Order entered 

November 27, 1978, granting temporary custody and child support; 

upon an Order entered December 21, 1978, granting visitation 

to the respondent; upon an Order entered March 27, 1979, directir 

the Department of Human Services of Franklin County, Virginia, 

to conduct an investigation and report to the Court concerning 

the suitability of the complainant to have custody of the in f ant 

children of the parties; upon evidence adduced ~ tenus of the 

complainant, the respondent, and witnesses called for and on 

their behalf respectively; upon the appearance of the complainar 

and the respondent in person and by counsel; and was argued by 

counsel. 

UPON CONSIDERATION WHEREOF, the Court having 

maturely considered the evidence adduced ore tenus and in 
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de bene esse depositions, together with the argument of counsel 

as contained in their respective memorandum filed herein, and 

for the reasons set forth in the letter opinion of the Court 

dated Jul¥ 23, 1979, it is ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED that 

temporary custody of the infant children of · the parties hereto, 

namely, Carl Arthur Rochelle, III, and John Alfred Rochelle, 

is hereby awarded to, and shall remain with the complainant 

until further order of this Court, and the decision of the Court 

on an award of permanent custody of the inf ant children of the 

parties be, and the same hereby is, taken under advisement. 

It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED 

that the respondent shall have visitation with the said infant 

children of the parties h~reto every other weekend; and in addition, 

the respondent shall have visitation rights for a week during 

Christmas vacation, three days during Spring vacation, and for 

a month during the sununer, until or unless changed by court 

order. 

It is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED 

that the Department of Social Services for the City of Roanoke, 

Virginia, will, at least twice a month, make unannounced visits 

to the residence of the complainant herein and furnish this 

Court with a monthly written report of their findings and/ or 

recommendations. 
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AND SHA,.lltO 

'I O"ICll:S 

S HINOTON AVll: . 

U T HWEST 

>KE. VUIQINIA 

' 

The . Clerk of this Court is directed to 

forthwith certify copies of this Decree to Gordon H. Shapiro, 
~""~ ... ~ M·Gaef baA ClllD 

Esquire, of counsel for the complainant 1" David"'i. Mel es co, J 

Esquire, counsel for the respondent, and to the Department of 

Social Services for the City of Roanoke, Virginia. 

And this cause is continued. 

ENTER: This /()ft. day of August, 1979. 
:~ 

Judge 

,r, Co;:y, I~:~~~· 

V/111. J. '.1.'J::.,.:::·, ·~ ..., .. , Cieri< 
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VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FRANKLIN COUNTY 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE ) 

Complainant ) 

v. ) BILL OF COMPLAINT 

CONNIE GAIL PETERS ROCHELLE ) 

Respondent. ) 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE SAID COURT: 

Your complainant, Carl Arthur Rochelle, respectfully 

represent s unto the Court as follows: 

1. That the parties herein were lawfully ,married 

on March 5, 1971, at Sue Falls, South Dakota. 

2. That both parties have been actual bona fide 

residents and domiciled in the Commonwealth of Virginia for 

6 months proceeding the institution of this suit . 

3. That the defendant is a resident of Franklin 

County, Virginia . 

4 . That there were 2 children born of the marriage 

between the parties, namely: Carl Arthur Rochelle, III, age 7, 

and John Alfred Rochelle, age 4. 

5 . That both parties are members of the Caucasian 

race and over the age of 18 years and that neither is a member 

of the Armed Forces of the United States of America. 

6. That on or about the 15th day of June, 1978, 

the parties did separate and it was the intention of a t least 

one of the parties to separate and the parties have lived 

separate and apart without interruption and without cohabitation 

since the 15th day of June, 1978. 
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MEL£SCO 

MCl.AUGHLllC . P.C. 
O"NE.Ya AT LAW 

· "EROUE BUILDING 

f ... OUNT. VA. 2418 1 

7 . That there is no hope or possibility of a 

reconciliation of the marriage. 

In consideration whereof and as the complainant 

herein is without remedy save in a Court of Equity where all 

such matters alone are properly cognizable, your complainant 

prays that he be awarded a decree of divorce a vinculo matrimonii 

on the grounds that the parties have lived separate and apart 

since June 15, 1978, without interruption and without 

cohabitation, and that he be granted custody and control of 

the minor children born of the parties and finally that he be 

awarded such further and general relief as the nature of his 

cause may require. 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

David A. Melesco 
Melesco and McLaughlin, P.C. 
Price-Perdue Building 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 

Gwendolyn Jo M. Carlberg 
Law Building 
117 N. Fairfax St. 
Alexandria, Virginia 
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< S ANO SHAPIRO 

','\. i H INOTON AV(: 

c;ouTHWCS T 

1N O l\C . VINOl,... 14. 

VIRGINIA: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 

CARL ARTHUR ROCHELLE 

v. ANSWER 

CONNIE GALE PETERS ROCHELLE 

TO: THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE AFORESAID COURT: 

Now comes the respondent, Connie Gale Peters 

Rochelle, and for her answer to the Bill of Complaint exhibited 

against her and filed by the complainant, answers and says a s 

follows, to-wit: 

(1) That she has always been a faithful and 

dutiful wife throughout the · marital life of the parties hereto , 

and that she has always trea ted the complainant with the utmos t 

kindess and understanding . 

(2) Tha t the respondent admits the allegation~ 

contained in Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 , 4 , 5 and 7 of the said Bil l of 

Complaint. 

(3) That the respondent admits that o n o r 

about the 1 5th day of June, 1978, the par ties did separate , 

but she affirmatively asserts h e rein that subsequent thereto 

o n or about August, 1 978 , that she and the complaina nt e~gaged 

in acts of sexual inte rco urse ·in an e ffort to reconcile. 

(4) That the respondent a vers that the 

separation of the parties was wi t hout fau l t o n her part ; that 

she has been guilty of no conduct du ring the course of he r 
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marriage to the complainant which would give rise to grounds 

for divorce in his favor under Section 20-91, Code of Virginia, 

1950, as amended. 

WHEREFORE, your respondent, Connie Gale Peters 

Rochelle, joins in the prayer of the complainant's Bill of 

Complaint for divorce, and in addition thereto prays that she 

be aw~rded permanent custody of the infant children of the 

parties hereto, support and maintenance for the said infant 

children of the parties, spousal support, attorney's fees and 

court costs, and such other relief as the nature of her cause 

may require or to equity may deem meet. 

And your respondent will ever pray, etc. 

Gordon H. Shapiro 
LUTINS AND SHAPIRO 
324 Washington Avenue, s. W. 
P. o. Box 180 
Roanoke, Virginia 24002 · 

CONNIE GALE PETERS ROCHELLE 

~hA-J ~~-l/oi~ounsel 1 

--

Of Counsel for the Respondent 
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D.EX:REE 

WHEWA5 as a result of the above divorce proceeding previously filed 

in this Court ti:ere .remains the question of the custody, maintenance, supp:>rt 

and visitation rights of the parents of the infant children t:orn of this 

marriage, to-wit: earl Arthur Rc:x:helle, III and Jdm Alfred Rochelle, which is 

a matter of ccnstant and a::mtinuing litigation; and 

WHEm'AS the said inf ant dllildren are no,.; residing with their rrother, :J 
1 

Connie Gale Peters Rochelle, who is a resident of Roanoke City and not within , 

the jurisdiction of this Court. 

Th.is Court finds that the Circuit Court of Franklin County is an 

inconvenient forun under the circumstances to make further determinations as 

to the custody, maintenance, StJFPOrt and 'visitation rights of the parents of 

said infants; it is, therefore, 

ADJlJ[>SE[), ORDERED and DEX:REED that all further proceedings con-

cerning the custody, maintenance, supp:>rt of said infants and visitation rights 

of the parents of said infants be and the sane is hereby transferred to the 

Circuit Court of Roanoke City, Virginia. 

'Ihe Clerk of this Court is directed to nail to the Clerk of the 

Circuit ·Court of Roanoke City, Virginia, an attested copy of all Pleadings, 

Orders and ~rees in this proceeding, together with a copy of this Cecree . 

A copy of this Decree to be furnished and/or nuiled each attorney of 

record. 

ENTER: This 2'/ NI. day of December , 1979 . 

• 

,_ 

"-: . .. 
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JUNE 25, 1980 

The case of Rochelle v . Rochelle was called during 

2 court on June 25, 1980~ the Court Reporter was sworn, 

3 and after both parties announced themselves as ready , the 

4 following occurred: 

5 MR. MELESCO: May it please the Court. We have two 

6 witnesses here, the principal and the teacher of the oldest 

7 boy at Crystal Spring Elementary School in Roanoke City. I 

a can vouch to the Court that I don't think any of the three 

g lawyers here know e xactly what they' re, what they will 

10 testify to, but I think ... and it may be total ly harmful to 

11 our case ... but I think whatever they say would be relevant 

12 to the Court's making some jurisdiction ... ·or some decision. 

13 And I don't mean to put words in my, Mr. Alexander's mouth, 

14 but I think that basically they'll really be the Court's 

15 witnesses . And they're here and we'd like the m to be taken 

16 first so they can get on back to Roanoke . 

17 THE COURT: Do you want me to call them as witnesses, 

18 Mr . Alexander? 

19 MR. ALEXANDER : Well., your Honor, if they're to t e stif) 
I 

20 at all, I think that would ~robably be the best. They donrt : 

21 want to get caught in the middle t e stifying for one side or 

22 the othe r although they we re sub poenaed by Mr. Me l e sco. 

23 THE COURT: Okay. Who do you want me to call first, 

24 if that's agreeable, Mr. Cope nhaver or Mrs. Batters? 

25 MR. MELESCO : The teacher, Mrs. Batters. 
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Ann Batters - Direct (Melesco) 
.. .. 

THE COURT: It's on your petition, so you go ahead, 

2 Mr. Melesco. 

3 ANN BATTERS 

4 called as the Court's witness, after having 

5 first been duly sworn , testified as follows: 

6 EXAMINATION BY MR. MELESCO: 

7 Q. Just go ahead and tell the Court your name . 

8 A. My name is Ann Batters. 

9 THE COURT: Is it Miss or Mrs.? 

10 A. Mrs. 

11 Q. And I believe you're a second grade teacher at 

12 Crystal Spring Elementary School in Roanoke City. 

13 A. Yes, sir. 

14 Q. And you've been a teacher for some, three years? 

15 A. Yes, sir. 

16 Q. And last year here .at Crystal Spring? 

17 A. Not the entire year. 

18 Q. Al l right. And was one of your students one of 

19 the children of Mr. and Mrs. Rochelle? 

20 A. YeH, sir. 

21 Q. Which child was that? 

22 A. Carl. 

23 Q. And how long were you Carl's teacher? 

24 A. From mid-January to the end of the year. 

25 Q. Basically about the last sixty percent of the 
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Ann Batters - Melesco 

school year? 

2 A. Yeah . . . well, last half of the school year . I 

3 started at second seme ste r . 

4 Q. I take it the teacher before you was on leave or 

5 got sick or something. 

6 A. Her husband was transferred . 

7 (Witness directe d by the Court to speak so everyone 

a can hear h e r testimony.) 

9 Q. Mrs . Batters, this is sort of off the wall a 

1o l ittle bit. Would you just go ahe ad and tell us your im-

11 press~ons and observations of Carl , what kind of student he 

12 was and particularly r egarding any truancy or tardiness 

13 problems or behavior p r oblems . 

14 A. In my professional opinion Carl was an average 

15 stude nt . I gave him all B's for his final grades. The r e 

16 was a problem with tardiness at, when I first starte d, but 

17 tha t seemed to improve toward the e nd of the ye ar. He was, 

18 he h ad a record of absence that was l arge r than r · would 

19 think normal , b ut I don 't know al l the ci rcumstances in-

20 volve d with the absences. I believe he missed twenty days 

21 out of thi s school year . 

22 Q. Out o f the whole school year, or out of the six 

23 months you .. . 

24 A. Out of the whole school year . 

25 Q. When you say a n average student, do you me an he 

·- · . - -- ·-·- ·· - ·- -- - --- - ·--- ···-----' 
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Ann Batters - Melesco 

just performed averagely in the classroom? 

2 A. Yes, sir. 

3 Q. Any behavior problems? 

4 A. No , sir. 

5 Q. Was the tardiness peculiar of any one day or ... 

6 A. Mostly Mondays. 

7 Q. Did you ever talk to hi s mother about it? 

8 A. No, sir. 

9 Q. Did she ever talk to you? Did she come in for 

10 conferences or anything? 

11 A. No , sir. Not about ... she didn't come about tardi-

12 ness. 

13 Q. She came in for her regular conferences with you . 

14 A. Mm huh. (Affirmative) 

15 Q. When you say " tardy, " how tardy is tardy, or what 

16 did it average? 

17 A. School started at 9:00, and Carl would arrive 

18 about 9 : 20 . 

19 Q. This was after the school buses had run. 

20 A . Yes, sir. 

21 Q. Was Carl particularly strong or particularly weak 

22 in any academic subject or in particular are a of the learning, 
i 

23 

24 

25 

program--reading, writing or math or whatever it be? 

A. He wasn't particularly weak i n any area, but I 

wouldn't say he was particularly strong in any area e ither . 

' ' I 
I 

I 
_J 
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Ann Batters Melesco 
- Alexander 

He was just a good, average student . 

2 Q. Answer any questions Mr . Alexander and the Court 

3 might have. 

4 EXAMINATION BY MR. ALEXANDER: 

5 Q. 
I 

Mrs. Batters , you say that he would arrive at about: 
i 

6 9:20. This was after the school bus had arrived . Do you 

7 know whether or not he rode the bus? 

8 A. I don ' t beli e ve he, h e was a, a rider. I believe 

9 he walked to school . 

10 Q. You say he was no behavio r problem. 

11 A. No, sir. 

12 Q. And from .•. do I take it from your testimony then 

13 that he is, he was your basic, average student. Is that . . . 

14 A. Yes, sir . 

15 Q. Would that be a fair statement? 

16 A. Yes, sir . 

17 Q. All right now, you say that although Mrs . Rochelle · 

18 had n6t talked with you about the tardi ness · problem; she had 

19 had -the regular confere nces with you . Is that correct? 

20 A. Yes, sir . 

21 Q. Does your school have things like parent ' s night 

22 and that sort of thing? 

23 A. We have a, a conference day scheduled for parents 

24 about mid-semester to discuss the chi l d ' s progre ss . 

25 Q. With reference to the PTA, do you know whether or 
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Ann Batters Alexander 

- By the Court 

not Mrs . Rochelle was act i ve in the PTA? 

2 .A . No , I don't . 

3 Q. You don't know? 

4 A . No, sir. 

5 Q. Okay . I have no other questions. Thank you , 

6 ma'am . 

7 EYJl.MINATION BY THE COURT: 

8 Q. Mrs . Batters, let me ask you this: Did Carl per-

9 form up to his, what you woul d think woul d be his l evel of 

10 learning? 

11 A. Yes , he did . 

12 Q. Did he . .. the reason I ask you this , this is an o n-

13 going situation, and you just happened to get into it . But 

14 there ' s t e stimony to the Court previously that Carl could be 

15 an exceptional student based on his ability to learn . Did 

16 you find that true? 

17 A. No , I didn't. Not based on the tests that we gave 

18 in March . It did not show that he was an exceptional stu-

19 dent. 

20 THE COURT : All right . Any further questions of this 

21 l ady? 

22 MR . MELESCO: No, sir . 

23 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE . 

24 JOE COPENHAVER 

25 called as the Court's witness, afte r having 
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- ------- - - -, 
Joe Cope nhaver - Melesco ! 

first been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

2 EXAMINATION BY MR. MELESCO: 

3 Q. Tell the Court your name please. 

4 A. My name is Joe Copenhaver, and I'm the principal 

5 of Crystal Spring Elementary School in Roanoke, Virginia. 

6 Q. And that's in the city. 

7 A. That is Roanoke City. 

8 Q. And I take it, you're the supervisor of Mrs. 

g Batters and also the {one word) in charge of the school , the 

1o whole operation. 

11 A. That is ... that is correct. 

12 Q. And we're all over here shooting in the dark, but 

13 is there anything .. ~you h eard Mrs. Batters testify? 

14 A. I did. 

15 Q. Is there a nything you can add? Did you have any 

16 conversation with the mother about the truancy of the child 

17 •.. not truancy, about the tardiness of the child? 

iB A. I had no conversations about truancy , no. 

19 Q. Or the absences of the child? 

20 A. No , I did not. 

21 Q. Did you ... were the absences r eported to you as 

n part of the record? 

23 A. As part of the record of, of a r e gular s chool 

24 attendance report , they are, yes. 

25 Q. But there's no fo llow-up from you as to why the 

- - ---- - -- -~ -- .. - ---~ 
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------- - --------- ---- ---· ·- --
Joe Copenhaver Melesco 

- Alexander 
- By the Court 

child was absent or late. 

2 A. No, it has not. 

3 Q. That's all. 

4 THE COURT: Questions? 

5 EXAMINATION BY MR. ALEXANDER: 

6 Q. Mr. Cope nhaver, had you considered it an abnorma l 

7 problem with the truancy and the tardiness, would you have 

a followe d it up in some manner? 

9 A. If I had considered it very abnormal .. ~he average 

10 attendance for a child in school is usually anywhere from 

11 eight to ten days for the ave rage child. 

12 Q. And this, as far as the abs e nce, would be slightly 

13 outside the norm, but not to the point where you considered 

14 it a proble m where you would have to follow it up. Is that 

15 correct? 

16 A. That would be a fair stateme nt. 

17 Q. All right, sir. Thank you. I have no other 

18 qt:estio ns. 

19 EXAMINATION BY THE COURT: 

20 Q. Mr. Copenhaver, do you knew anything on earth about · 

21 the young man other than what his t e achers have reported to 

22 you? 

23 A. The only additional information I'd like to maybe 

24 report is the fact that we test our children through what we 

25 call the SRA Achievement Te st, and w1~ t e st each child in the 

------- ____ __________ _____, 
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Joe Cop8nhaver - By the Court I 

school each year. In the second grade we test~d the children 
' 

2 
! 
I in March. At that point Carl was the second year, the 

3 seventh month of school. According to the test results that 

4 we received on this particular test, Carl was in the eighty-

5 one percentile for all his scores combined. We give another 

6 test which we call the Educational Ability Series which 

7 pointed out that Carl was in the seventy-seven percentile. 

a That would be his potential as far as achievement is con-

9 cerned. According to the test, a breakdown, math was his 

10 weakest area, but at the same time, if we're talking about 

11 grade equival ence with a, in reading his grade equivalent 

12 for reading was fourth grade, seventh month. For math it 

13 was third year, first month . And then for the language 

14 arts, I believe he was in the ... well, he was in the fourth 

15 grade, third month. The reading would put him in the eighty-I 

16 six perce ntile. The math would put him in the fifty-eight i 

17 percentile , and the language arts would put him in the 

i8 e ighty-six percentile.- So, according to his abil ity l evel 

19 versus his performance in the classroom, h e is achieving to 

20 his ability. If we're tolking in terms of . . . if we're talk-

21 ing in terms of all children, the eighty- one percentile, of 

22 course--fifty perce nt being your normal range--he would be 

23 above average as far as his p e rformance is concerned . But 

24 again, when we're talking about identifying children f o r, 

25 say for example , our gifted program, we're talking about a 
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Joe Copenhaver By the Court 
- Mr . Melesco 

composite score or a, overall score of ninety- seven percen-

2 tile, and this was in the eighty-one percentile that we 're 

3 talking about Carl. 

4 Q. In other words, he is not--and nothing wrong with 

5 it because I think I was considerably l ower than that--he's 

6 not a gifted child. 

7 A. By the guidelines that we 're presently using in 

8 the state of Virginia, he would not be identified as a gifte 

9 child, no. His EAS score which is, is really not an IQ per 

10 se, ranges around a hundred and thirteen. It, it comes 

11 close sometimes to an IQ score, but based on this informa-

12 tio n that we have--this, this is our test score results . I 

13 thought you might, the Court might want to be aware of that. 

14 Q. I appreciate that very much. Any of you gentlemen 

15 have any further quest ions of Mr . Copenhaver? 

16 MR . ALEXANDER: I have no questions. 

17 MR . MELESCO: Just one question . 

18 EXJl....MINATION BY MR . MELESCO : 

19 Q. I . take it you're quite familiar with these scores 

20 and how thf! tests are administered and what they' re geared 

21 to find, aren' t you? 

22 A. Correct . I hope , I hope so anyway . 

23 Q. Would a child .•. would it be possible for a child 

24 two years before to have a, be gifted by some, considered 

25 gifted by his teachers and to slip down to where you've 

I 

I 
I 
I 

- . - .. - __ J 
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Joe Copenhaver - Melesco 

described Carl? 

2 A. Would you repeat the question please? 

3 Q. Is it possible for a child to diminish in his 

4 ability? Could a child be gifted two y ears ago and now just 

5 be in the eighty-one percentile and not gifted, according 

6 to you? 

7 A. Once a child is identified for our gifted program, 

8 he is considered gifted and therefore, is, follows through 

9 as far as the •.• 

10 THE COURT: What he means, Mr. Copenhaver, I think, 

11 say he's been identified as a gifted child in Maryland, say, 

12 or northern Virginia. 

13 A. Mm huh. 

14 THE COURT: Say, two years ago or a year ago, would it 

15 be possible for his ability to deteriorate ? 

16 A. I would have to say it would depend upon the test 

17 that is being administered as to what , what ... ~ would say 

18 the chances of the overall performance deteriorating that 

19 much , no. But we use our SRA test in the state of Virginia, 

20 and it is geared to the top three percent identified o n this 

21 particular test, and very seldom doe s a child deviate a 

22 great amount from that particular test scores . Tes t scores 

23 can fluctuate from year to year, but normally they stay 

24 within the same range. 

25 THE COURT: Further questions of Mr . Copenhaver? 

'------------------ .-- .. -- ··--------- -------
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MR . MELESCO: No, sir. 

2 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE . 

3 THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Copenhaver. Both of you 

4 may b e excused if you see f it. All right , Mr. Melesco. 

5 MR . MELESCO : At this time, your Honor, we would like 

6 to read into the record, and I hope the Court will bear with 

7 us by this . We think it is ve ry important information, and 

a we would l ike to read it. There was depositions taken and 

g notice was served upon Mrs. Rochelle's counse l at the time, 

10 and depositions had been filed. And we would like to r ead 

11 it at this time into the record . 

12 THE COURT: Going to read it into the record or do you 

13 want to file your depositions? 

14 MR . MELESCO: I'd like to r ead it into the record . 

15 THE COURT: All right, sir. 

16 MR . MELESCO : I need the Court copy of it ... to r ead ... 

17 d eposition was changed . 

18 MR . ALEXANDER: Do I assume those are the Shenker 

19 depositions? 

MRS . DILLON: Yes. 20 

21 

22 

THE COURT: Mr. Melesco. 

MR . MELESCO: The originals we re fil e d with the court, I 

23 your Honor , to be c e rtified ... 

24 THE COURT: May I ask , which, which deposition do you 

25 want to read? 
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Shenker Deposition - Carlberg Examination ------- - 1 

I 

MR. MELESCO: Oh, just the Shenker deposition. The 

2 other ones have been introduced. Do you want to sit over 

3 here with me, or have you got a copy? 

4 THE COURT: Do you have a copy . . . 

5 MR. ALEXANDER: I do not have a copy, your Honor ... if 

6 I might. i 
7 THE COURT: If you would look on, over Mr . Melesco's 

a shoulder then. 

g DEPOSITION OF SHIRLEY L. SHENKER, PSYCHOLOGIST, 

' 
10 read into the record by Mr. Melesco (Mrs. Carlberg)~ Mrs . i 

attorney Dillon (Mrs. Shenker}, and Mr. Alexander (Mr. Mains, 11 

12 

13 

for Mrs. Rochelle) as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY MRS . CARLBERG: 

I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

14 Q. Would you please state your full name and address? l 
I 

15 A. Shirley L. Shenker, 7210 Beechwood Road, Alexan-

16 dria, Virgiriia, 22307 . 

17 Q. What is your profession? 

18 A. · I'm a psychologist. I've worked as a psyc nolgist 

19 for thirty years. 

20 Q. Do you have any kind of specialty as a psychologist? 

21 A. The largest part of my work is wit h children and 

22 parents. 

23 Q. What is your educational background? 

24 A. I have a master's degree in clinical psychology. 

25 I'm licensed as a psychologist in the state of Virginia. 
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Shenker Depositi on - Carlberg Examination 

I' m a member o f the American Psychological Association , a 

2 member of the Virginia Psychological Association and a memberi 

3 of the American Academy of Psychotherapists. 

4 Q. Have you ever qualified in court as an expert i n 

5 custody cases? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. Yes. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do you have childre n of your own? I 
i 
I I h ave two g rown sons, twe nty-six and t wenty-three ·I 

Did there come a time when you saw Mr. Rochelle? j 

A. Yes. Mr. Rochelle came to see me about his sons 

3G 5 . 

11 and mentioned the fact that he and his wife were divorced, 

12 and tha t there was a custody case in process. 
1 · 

! 
13 Q. Can you recall when you saw them? I 

I 

14 A. I saw Carl on Augus t 25th and John on August 26th, 

15 I believe were the exact dates. 

16 Q. Did you ever see Mr. Rochelle? 

17 A. Yes . I talked with Mr. Rochelle, I gues~ , a 

18 c ·oupl e of weeks before I saw the boys . 

19 Q. · Has Mr . Rochelle ~iscussed family counsel ing with 

20 you? 

21 A. Yes . He indicated that he thought whoever raised 

22 and c ared for the boys would b enefi t from the counse l ing 

23 r e lationship with someone, and that we re he to be the · one, 

24 he c erta i n l y would avail himself of that. 

25 Q. Can you tell me whe the r or not h e had i ndicated 
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Shenker Deposition - Carlberg Examination -·· -1 
I 

to you that he, that he had testified to this fact in court 

2 in a custody case? 

3 A. I believe he said he did . I believe he said he'd 

4 testified to that effect. 

5 Q. With regard to earl, to the child, Carl, did you 

6 give him any tests? 

7 A. Yes. I gave Carl a battery of proje ctive tech-

a niques or tests. I used playroom observation and interview. 

9 Q. Can you name those tests that you gave him? Did 

10 you give him the Rorschach test? 

11 A. Yes. The Rorschach~ the thematic apperception 

12 test; the children's apperception test; the house-tree-

13 person method~ the most pleasant-unpleasant drawing method~ 

14 the. drawing of a family , and .sente nce comple tion . I think 

15 those were the tests I used . 

16 Q. Are these recogni zed tests that psychologists 

17 give in, give in t e sting childre n with r egard to the i r 

18 emotional stability? 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

19 A. They are tests that a re used to ge t some notio n o f : 

20 emoti onal stability, but also to learn wl1at the thought s 

21 and fe e lings of a youngster may b e . 

22 Q. At the time that yo u s a w a nd t e ste d the c h ild r e n, 

23 did you take note s during the time that you t es ted the m and 

24 spoke with them and obse rved the m? 

25 A. Always. 

---- --------
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She nker Deposition - Carlberg Examination 

Q. What did you find from your evaluation of Carl? 

2 A. Well, I pulled some things together here from my 

3 notes so they would be accessible. There's evidence in 

4 Carl's material that s eparation from his father has been 

5 very difficult for him. His description of his drawing of 

6 the most pleasant thing he can think of, or remember, is 

7 relevant here. He says, "These are one of my dreams--a fun 

8 ride at the beach, one boat drops down. Off the ramp we go. 

9 We're flying on the beach and up comes a storm, and then 

10 up comes Jaws. J aws is in the ocean. Oh, no, my treasure 

11 is there. Help." And he doesn't get his treasure. These 

12 are Carl's words. His association to this drawing and story 

13 is that he went to the beach this summer with dad, his 

14 brother John, a nd Nancy. Carl's response to one of the 

15 Thematic Apperception test pictures includes the idea of 

16 suicide. The apples on the apple tree he draws display a 

17 pronounced drooping posture. They r eally hang dowri. 

18 Q. Is t his nor mal for this. age child? 

19 A. When we see apples hanc1ing down, we associate that 

20 with depression, and some of the se are hanging down quite 

21 far. Carl's b o nd i ng to h is father i s a strong and positive 

22 one. In the playroom he played a good deal with the stuffe d 

23 and plastic animals, and the big and little an imal twosome s 

24 were always seen as father and child. He saw all the animal 

25 families in the playroom as parented by fathe rs. The animal 

- - ·- --- - - ---- - - _ _________ _, 
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I 
Shenker Deposition - Carlberg Examination 

fathers spoke warmly and kindly to their children. In his 

2 response to projective stimuli, he see s fathers as giving 

3 calm, clear guidelines and constructive discipline. An 

4 example is his story about one of the thematic apperception 

5 test pictures. He's putting the kid to sleep, telling him 

6 to be quiet. "Shut your eyes . Lie down." And Carl's tone 

7 of voice is pleasant and relaxed as he describes this . His 

a description of his real father's method of discipline is 

9 consistent with his response to projective stimuli. He 

10 describes dad's system of discipline as sit in the corner, 

11 privileges taken away, sent to bed. He states it's a better 

12 system than mother's which he describes as whips, puts to 

13 bed. In Carl's material there is evidence of consi-, con-

14 siderable ambivalence in relation to his mother. His 

15 description of the unpleasant things he can think of, or 

16 remember, is relevant. This isn't going to be a smiling 

17 face. It looks like it's going to be a smiling face. The 

18 kid's sticking his tongue out, and 'cause he did it, his 

19 mother cut off all his hair. "It's one of my dre ams • . Stick 

20 your tongue out at yourself, you." He says it in an angry 

21 and antagonistic tone. 

22 Q. I'd like to have copies of those made and move 

23 those to be introduced. Do you have any objection? 

24 MR. MAINS: No. Those are drawings which Carl made 

25 during the course of the testings that you gave him. Is 
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Shenk.er Deposition - Carlberg Examination 

that right? 

. ---·---1 

I 
I 

2 A. Yes. I 
I 

I 3 MR. MAINS: No, I don't have any objection. 

4 A. His responses to projective stimuli are consistent ! 

5 with this attitude. His story about one of the children's 

6 apperception test cards is as follows: Mamma Bear and Papa 

7 Bear and Baby Bear are having a tug-of-war. Papa and Baby 

a let go, and Marruna falls back and hurts her head. And he 

g laughs in a vindictive tone and says, "Goody." His story 

10 about another children's apperception test cards is as 

11 follows: Peter Rabbit is in the bed. "Mamma, get me out 

12 of this bed." "No, you stay in or I'll whip you." "I'm 

13 getting out, Mamma." "Bang, bip, bop," as he acts out the 

14 physical violence. His story about a thematic apperception 

15 test picture follows: She's checking to see if the kid's 

16 asleep, and if the kid isn't asleep, she's going to come up 

17 and spank him. This story is given in an angry tone of 

18 voice . 

19 MF... MAINS: I'm going to object to that characte ri za-

20 tion and similar characteri zations b e cause that 's a matte r 

21 of opinion. I don't believe that that sort of characteri-

22 zation is prope r. I realize that the witne ss can give 

23 opinions about psychology but her opinions about ange r and 

24 express i ons such as that are conclusions which are not 

25 within the realm of opinions to be expressed in this fashion.: 
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So, I'll register my objection to those . 

2 Q. Le t me ask you . With regard to the tone of voice 

3 in which Carl spoke, was the tone of voice different than 

4 the tone of voice in which he normally talked to you? 

5 A . Markedl y so. 

6 Q . Did he grit his teeth or show any tighte ning of 

7 mus-, muscles o r anything i n his face or in his body when 

s he spoke? 

9 A. The f acia l expression was different , and the tone 

10 of voice was markedl y different. The intonation was dif-

11 f erent . 

12 Q. Would you like to continue? 

13 A. Carl is exhibiting signs of a rebe llious, antag-

14 onistic attitude becoming generalized in r e lation to 

15 authority . His response to some of the sentence completion 

16 items given is, for example : I don ' t like p e ople who ... and 

17 Carl completes it , 11 slap me around b e cause I' 11 slap t hem 

18 back if the y slap me around whe n I'm tire d. I'll t ake ca r e 

19 of them, 11 in a me nacing voice. 

20 Q. Okay. I have no que s t i o n. Go ahe ad. 

21 A. Another sente nce completion itGm is, give n is : 

22 When I can ' t do what I want to, I . . . and Car l c omple t e s it, 

23 "get mad . " Another is, given is : If I we re the boss at 

24 home , I ... and Carl completes i t , "I ' d tell my kids, I ' d 

25 tell Mom and Dad what to do ," in an antagonistic tone. 
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It seems to me that a need for consistent and non-incendiary I 
2 guidance and discipline becomes important for Carl. There's 

3 evidence in Carl's material of fears and distrust around 

4 being left alone by his mother. His response to one of the 

5 children's apperception test pictures is as follows: Little 

6 Baby Bear is in his crib. He feels scared. His mother is 

7 gone, and he's the only one there. In conversation with 

a me, Carl said, "When I'm staying an hour alone, it's scary. 

g Once my mother let me stay alone in the house from Saturday 

10 mqrning until 4:00 o'clock, and I was so scared, I called 

11 my father three times. I told Mom I was scared and called 

12 Dad, and she got real mad b e cause I called Dad." Carl 

13 indicated that all of the animal babies in the playroom 

14 wanted to live with the ir father. Carl said he wante d to 

15 live with his father • . That's pretty much what I felt I'd 

16 pulled together in some of the tre nds and patterns in Carl's 

17 material. 

18 Q. · In your professional opinion, what is the signifi-

19 cance of these trends that you have de scr ibe d from this 

20 material, Mrs. She nke r? 

21 A. I think, to see a child this age d epressed enough 

22 to include a theme of suicide in his response , I think the 

23 r epetitive occurrence of the theme of antagonism and ang e r, 

24 the fears around being l eft alone and so on, are things of 

25 concern. I think that i t means that Carl is experi encing 
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2 

I In your professional opinion, are these fears very I 

a good deal of pressure and discomfort certainly at the 

present time. 

3 Q. 

4 real to him? I 

5 A. There's no question about it. 

6 Q. Your, your answer the n is yes . 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. What did you find in John's material? 

9 A. There's evidence in John's material ..• 

10 Q. Let me ask you. Did you give John the same tests 

11 that you gave Carl? 

12 A. Yes. The format wa-s very similar for the two boys-: 
I 
I 

13 There's evidence in John's material that h e sees his mother 

14 as emotionally volatile and l abile. On a sentence comple-

15 tion ite m is, given is: I'd really be happy if ... and John 

16 completes it, "my mother did not fight." Given is: I like 

17 my mother, but ... a nd he completes it, "my mother is a dumb 

18 mother ." There 's evid_e nce of John's negative attitude 

19 toward authority in his mate rial. On a s e ntence comple tion, 

I 

20 g i ven is: What I want to happen most is ... a nd John complete~ 

21 it, "do whatever I want to." Another one is given: What I 

22 

23 

24 

25 

want more than a nything is ... and john completes it, "do ! 
i 

whate ve r I want t o ." Another sente nce completion given: j 
I 
i 

When my parents tell me to do some thing ... and John completes I 
I 

it, "I do not l ike it. I like dwub." John saw the animal 

--- ------ --
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babies as alternating in their wish to live with the ir 

2 mother and their father; In conversation, John said he 

3 wanted to live with his father and visit h is mother for two 

4 weeks vacation. Another sentence c ompletion of John's was: 

5 I like my father, but ... and he finishes it, "he 's nicer than , 

6 a woman." 

7 Q. What is the significance of t hese trends that 

8 you' ve described about John? 

9 A. Well, I think this antagonism toward a u thori ty , 

10 this negative, red-flag response to authority is showing up 

11 in both boys and is a c ause for concern. 

12 Q. Is this normal, this attitude , how you've described: 
; 

13 it, is this normal with children their age; at their 

14 r espective ages? 

15 A. It's very unusual to ask a child, what I want more 

16 than anything is, and they come up with "to do with , what-

17 ever I want to ." Usually they ' ve got a wish list of a 

18 positive thing, you know, from a toy to an exper ience , to 

19 money. And what J ohn wants more than anything i s to do 

20 whatever he wants to. That is not usua l. 

21 Q. Do you find that r e sponse , "to do whatever I wan t 

22 to," as a positive or negative r e sponse? 

23 A. I thi nk it's a response that I'm concer ned about . 

24 If a youngster puts that much e nergy into wanting to do what~ 

25 ever he wants to, then the allocations of his energy, it 

~----------------
- - - _____ ____, 
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seems to me, are not going in the direction of putting them 

2 into growth and- achievement, l earning experiences and the · 

3 kinds of things we would hope for them. 

4 Q. This wish to do anything that he wanted to do, 

5 did you find that he r epeated it, or not, throughout this 

6 interview? -f 

7 A. Well, I've mentioned here about three of them 

a that have similar themes. What I want to happen most is: 

9 "do whatever I want to." Incidentally, on the sentence 

10 completion test, these are not consecutive. Let me see how 

11 many items there are. There are forty-nine items, and 

12 these that I've picked out here are scattered throughout. 

13 They are separated by a numbe r of other items coming in 

14 between . This theme is strong enough and consiste nt with 

15 John that he can pull it out any time he gets an opportunity ·i 
16 you know. And so, here we have: What I want to happe n most ! 
17 is "do whatever I want to. II What I want more than anything 

18 is "do whatever I want to. If "When my pare nts tell me- to do 

19 something, I do not like it. I like dumb . " And the r e 's a 

20 lot of consiste ncy. 

2 1 Q. What did you find, in your opinion, was hi s atti-

22 tude towa rds his mothe r? 

23 A. I think he sees her as someone who is of a ve ry 

24 volatile, emotio na l makeup . He s ees her as somewhat explo-

25 sive--the fighting, the meanness, and so on . I think that 
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his perceptions of her include those trends. 

2 Q. In your opinion , how did you find his father? 

3 A. Well, it didn't come through, you know, as clear 

4 as Carl's, but 11 I like my father, 11 but, in the sentence corn-

5 ple_tion, and he finishes it, "he's nicer than a woman," and 

6 so on, it's one item. · I think John is really l ess fixed 

7 in his perceptions of both parents . I think he experiences 

a his mother as kind o f stormy and rocky and so on. But as 

9 far as definite, definite p e rceptions of his parents , I 

10 think they are l ess fixed as compared to Carl. 

11 Q. I have no further .questions. 

12 EXAMINATION BY MR. MAINS: 

How old is Carl, Mrs. Shenker? Q. I 

I 
13 

14 A. I think Carl is e ither eight , or will be. I think I 
15 of him as an eight-year-old. John's birth date is Decemb e r 

16 '74, and Carl's . is in January ' 72 . So Carl will be eight 

17 in January. 

18 Q. M1at materials, if any, were you given by the 

19 boys ' father, Mr. Rochelle, prior to your seeing them? 

20 A. Mr. Rochelle talked wi t h me in my office about his 

21 views of what had happene d in the fami ly. I don 't remember 

22 his giving me any information . I have the study from the 

23 Department of Social Service s, and I don't real ly r e member 

24 for sure if Mrs. Carl, Carlberg s e nt that t o me or Mr . 

25 Rochelle brought it to me. 
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Q. You had that material prior to your s ee ing the 

2 boys? 

3 A. Yes, I had that prior to s eeing the boys. 

4 Q. Anything else? 

5 'fl. . No. 

6 Q. What history or what views did Mr. Rochelle give 

7 you concerning his attitude towards or his opinion of the 

a situation in the family? 

9 A. He wanted to have custody of the boys b ecause he 

10 cared very much for them. He felt he was able to prov ide 

11 a better home and environment for the m, and he wa s worried 

12 about some of the things that his wife repre s e nted in terms 

13 of parenting. 

14 Q. What were those things he objected to, to you? 

15 A. He said there was a lot of foul language , that 

16 there was a lot of physical violence or discipline. 

17 Q. Spank ing? 

18 A. Whipping a nd spanking and so on, and he s aid that 

19 commonly you would hear th ings like . "You mother fucking 

20 little bastards, if you d on't," yo u know, "do thus a nd such, 

21 I'll whip you," and so on. He f e lt she was unstable. I 

22 think he was cri tical of her morals. 

23 Q. This information he g ave you prior to your s eeing 

24 the boys. Is that true? 

25 A. Yes. In the interview, he expressed it. 
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2 boys? First, did he tell you what the boys themselves kne w 

3 or what he had told them regarding the dispute between he 

4 and his wife r egarding the children? 

5 A. I guess I don't know precisely what you mean . The 

6 boys, I guess , had been exposed to a lot of storminess 

7 between the parents, but • .. did you have something specific 

8 in mind? 

9 Q. I was curious to know whether he told you what 

10 the boys knew, if anything , about the legal situation, about 

11 any Court rulings, about any hearings, about any pending 

12 machinations legalistically. 

13 A. I'm trying to think if he did or not . 

14 Q. Did the children express this to you? 

15 A. No, the children did not . 

16 Q. They did not talk to you about this or indicate 

17 knowledge one way or the o ther about this to you during 

18 your i nterviews with them. Is that true? 

19 A . That ' s true , yes . 

20 Q. How was it that you were to see the children? 

21 By that I mean, do you know what e xplanantio n was given to 

22 the children r egarding their visit to you by their father? 

23 A. No, I don ' t know for sure , but I think that I had 

24 suggested that ... and it ' s what I suggest to most parents 

25 when they bring their children to me for an evaluation, 
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and certainly ninety-five percent of my work is non- legal . 

2 But I i magine I suggested to Mr. Rochelle that I, what I 

3 suggest to most parents--and that is: This is a lady whose 

4 work is to understand how children are feeling, and see if 

5 there's any way to, to help them feel as good as they can, 

6 or something along that line. 

7 Q. What, if any, explanation did you give the chil-

8 dren as to the purpose for their visit? 

9 A. I gave them none. 

10 Q. Did they indicate to you any basis of information 

11 that they had received about why they were there to see you ? 

12 A. They both said things about "My mom would be mad." 

13 Carl seemed concerned that he would say to me ought not to 

14 go back ... that what he would say to me ought not to go back 

15 to his mother, and this kind of thing. 

16 Q. He did not, however, express any knowledge about 

17 litigation or pending litigation, one way or the other? 

18 A. No . 

19 Q. He didn't say he didn't know about it , or h e 

20 didn't say he did? 

21 A. That's right. It didn't c ome up. 

22 Q. What of those t e sts that you gave these childre n 

23 were in a written form, or that are in written form, either 

24 from the standpoint of your writing down r esponses or their 

25 doing responses? We have some drawings. 

- - ------ ·--- ·- ·· --------' 
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A. Children of this age, you don 't give tests where 

2 they write the answer, but, of course , I write down v e rbatim 

3 what I get from them as much as I can . And that material 

4 is all h e re . The re ..• these are all the responses and notes 

5 and stories that I wrote down as I showed them the pictures 

6 and asked them to tell me a story about the pictures, or as 

7 I would show them an inkblot card and say, "Tell me what it 

8 looks like or make s you think of," or whethe r I would read 

9 a sentence completion item to them and ask them to complete 

10 it, or when I would ask them to draw these various kinds of 

11 drawings. 

12 Q. They are quite voluminous. Can I have a stipula-

13 tion by counsel that we can just have a copy made , rather 

14 than go through them all and take up the deposition time 

15 and try to reproduce them ... reproduce them ve rbally? 

16 MRS. CARLBERG: Reproduce what? 

17 Q. The results of her tests. I'm no t sure how much 

18 somebody can get out of them, but I want to h ave them r e p r o-

19 duced . 

20 MRS. CARLBERG: Do you me a n he r note s? 

21 Q. Her notes. 

22 MRS. CARLBERG: I have no problem with that. 

23 Q. So, by stipulation, we 'll get a copy of Mrs . 

24 Shenker's notes. All right. You indicated that he 

25 described to you a visit to the beach, and he told you a 
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story about going to the beach, when you asked him to 

2 describe the happiest thing, I think you ... 

3 A. • .• the most pleasant. 

4 Q. The most pleasant, and it included ultimately a 

5 description of J aws. Is that right? In the story? 

6 A. Jaws, and he l ost his treasure . 

7 Q. He went to the beach with Dad , brother and Nancy. 

a Who's Nancy? Do you know? 

9 A. I guess she' s a friend. She 's an adult woman . 

10 She 's not a chi ld . 

11 Q. You indicated that one of the responses to the 

I 
I 
i 

12 TAT included suicidal adiation. (MR. ALEXANDER : No, that's j 

13 . . . ideation . I believe there should be a correction ther e . I 
14 I think it's i n the file, your Honor .) I 

15 (THE COURT: All right.} 

16 Q. .•. Tell me what specifically, what specifically 

17 was, what that response was. 

18 A. I'll locate the card for you and then read you 

19 the r esponse. 

20 MRS. CARLBERG : Off the record. Back on the record. 

21 A. He' s climbing out the window to jump off to kill 

22 himself, and if it isn't tha t, he ' s going outside . 

23 Q. You indicated that he saw the situation in one of 

24 the--! think in some of the play articles a s constituting 

25 a tug-of-wa r b etween parents. Is that true? 
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A. This was one of the pictures on the children's 

2 apperception test. 

3 Q. That, for the record, is the picture of the three 

4 bears actually tugging on a rope. 

5 A. I'm sorry. Would you say that again? 

6 Q. I said, just for the record, that's the picture 

7 indicating the thre e bears actually tugging on a rope. Is 

a that true? 

9 A. Not everyone sees it as the tugging on a rope, 

10 but it is a corrunon response as tugging on a rope. It's very 

11 uncommon to be pleased when the mother falls down and hurts 

12 her head. 

13 Q. I understand. But I'm just describing it for 

14 the purpose of somebody else reading this . 

15 

16 

17 

A. Yes. 

Q . His description included the mother falling down ..• I 
! 

MRS. CARLBERG: Off the record. (MR. MELESCO: Where-

18 in the documents were marked .) 

19 Q. You indicated that Carl felt a f e ar of b e lng alone~ 

20 In your practice, isn't it a fact that, that this is almost 

21 an universal feeling among childre n--that is, a f e ar of 

n b e ing alone? 

23 A. I think most children at that age would not want 

24 to be alone, but most children that age are not worried 

25 that they're going to be left alone. That ' s the diffe rence. 
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Q. Your experience doesn't include an actual, ex-

2 pressed fear on the part of most children about the idea of 

3 being left alone? 

4 A. No. The differentiation is that most children 

5 aren 't afraid thGy, a r en 't afraid they would be l eft alone . 

6 Q. Was there some expression by Carl that he thought 

7 he was going to be left alone? That was what I understood 

8 you to testify to. 

9 A. Yes, ! 
' 

I did, indeed , intend that you just said •.. 
I 

10 what you jus t said . I could go back and read you the ... he I 
11 

I 

I says • .. there is evidence in Carl's material of fears and 

12 d istrust around being left a l one by hi s mother . I n response I 
13 to this card , "Little baby bear in his crib . He feels I 
14 scared. His mother is gone , and he is the only one the re . 11 ! 

15 In conversation with me , Carl said, "When I 1 m staying an 

16 hour alone , it' s scary. Once my mother l et me stay alone 

17 in the house from Saturday morning until 4 : 00 o'clock , and 

18 I was so scar ed , I ca lled my father three times.~ 

19 Q. I r ecal l that testimony. That's what I me ant . 

20 A. "I t o l d Mom I was scared and called Dad, and she 

21 got real mad because I called Dad . 11 

22 Q. Other than that , was there any other expression 

23 that h e felt that in the future he would be l eft alone? 

24 A. We didn't discuss it. We didn 't discuss it, but 

25 I would say that ... 

-
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Q. If you didn't discuss it, I would want to know 

2 what, know the predicate for it. 

3 A. There is no question but what there is a concern 

4 here, you see. 

5 Q. Uh huh. I take it that basically the conclusion 

6 that you came to about John that would be of signifi- , of 

7 significance is the one that you expressed about the fact 

a that he apparently wants to do pretty much whatever he 

g wants to do. 

10 A. Mm huh. 

11 Q. During the course of your testing of these boys, 

12 did you uncover anything that you would call or be of the 

13 opinion that indicated any mental or emotional illness? 

14 A. You know, I would say I think there are problems, 

15 not illness. 

16 Q. Is it common in your practice to see proble ms in 

17 children whose parents have separated recently? 

18 A. I think that any child whose parents are going 

19 through separation and divorce is experiencing something 

20 that is painful, and it's ~;imply a question of how they dea l 

21 with it and how it manifests itself--that is, where one 

22 decides how concerned and what step one would think ought 

23 to be taken . 

24 Q. Did you accept as true the descriptions o f Mrs. 

25 Rochelle given to you by Mr. Rochelle? 

--- ----- -
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A. My practice is that I listen to what the parent 

2 has to . say that brings children to me under these circum-

3 stances, but after I see the children, I may feel there is 

4 contradictory input, I may feel there is corroborative 

5 input, or I may fee l something else . You might find it 

6 interesting to know that my arrangement with any parent 

7 coming to me is that there is no commitment on my part to 

s participate in a custody case until after I've seen the 

g children and make a determination myself as to whether I 

10 think I have something useful to contribute on their behalf . 

11 It is not uncommon for me to say after that point that I 

12 cannot participate in your custody case. 

13 Q. That's all I have . 

14 RE-EXAMINATION BY MRS. CARLBERG : 

15 Q. Mrs. Shenker, after you saw the children and 

16 talked with them .. . strike that. P rior to seeing the chil-

17 dren, what had b e en your decision with regard to your 

18 participation in this case? 

19 A . Prior to s 0e ing the childre n? 

.20 Q. Prior to . 

21 A. I had no decision. 

22 Q. 'Vhat decision did you make after you saw the chil-

23 d ren? 

24 

25 

A. I f e lt that I had information that might be useful I 
I 

to anyone who would be making decisions as far as the care 
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of the children was concerned . 

Q. Have you any recommendations or any findings that 

3 you would make in this . . • make in this regard with r ega rds 

4 to what should happen to the children? 

5 A . Well, I think that that's something that the Court 

6 has to determine. I think that my input has been rathe r 

7 easy to read, and I would think that it probably would be 

8 better to take that input and use it in the context of the 

9 situation. 

10 Q. I have no further questions. 

11 MR. MAINS: I have no further questions. 

12 (Reading of the Deposition was thereby concluded. ) 

13 MR. MELESCO: I'd ask that it now be placed on the 

14 record , your Honor. 

15 THE COURT: All right. 

16 CARL ROCHELLE 

17 the Complainant in this proceeding, after having 

18 first b een duly sworn , testified as follows: 

19 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

20 BY MRS. DILLON: 

21 Q. Mr. Rochelle, would you state your name for the 

22 Court please? 

23 A. Yes. My name is Carl Roche lle. 

24 Q. And where do you live? 

I 
I 
I 

25 A. I live at 4618 North Forty-First Street, Arlington .I 
I 

L------- - --- ------ -- - ----------· . - - -· -· - - ---:-~ 

522 

) ·..) '; . 

.. .. 



Carl Rochelle - Direct (Dil lon ) 

Q. Are you empl oyed? 

2 A. I work for American Broadcasting Company. 

3 Q. In what capacity? 

4 A. I am editor of the ABC World News Tonight. 

5 Q. And what are your working hours? 

6 A. Normal l y, I'm in about 10: 00 o ' clock and I'm home 

7 by about 7:00, Monday through Friday . 

8 THE COURT: A. m.? 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.? 

9 A. 10:00 a . m., yes. 10:00 a.m. to approximately 

10 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, yes. 

11 Q. Let's talk about your children. 

12 A. Okay. 

13 Q. When did you last see your children? 

14 A. It's been about three weeks , approximately. 

15 Q. Do you s ee them often? 

16 A. Well, I try t o see them once a month . The Court 

17 gave me permission to see them every other weekend, and for 

18 about six or eight months, I did that, and it was just t6o 

· 19 physically demanding to fly down to Roanoke every other week~ 

20 end and b a ck , so I .. . and it 's t erribly eA'Pe nsive , so I tried · 

2 1 to limit mysel f to once a month . And that' s , I have b e e n 

22 s e eing them with some minor exc eptions of aberrations of a 

23 week or so, I ' ve been s eeing them once a month s ince then . 

24 Q. What is the condition of your children when you 

25 see them u sually? 
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A. Well, physically the children are fine . · I have 

2 noticed ... ! think Judge Davis is familiar . I made several 

3 points that I was very disappointed about the trend t he 

4 children's language was taking the last time I was in the 

5 courtroom, and I' ve seen v~ry little improvement in that. 
I 

6 Both of them would embarrass a sailor occasionally when they ! 
7 get angry. I'm c oncerned not so much , because we all know 

s that smal l children pick up words on the street and throw 

9 them out , but I am concerned when a child bangs his finger 

10 and whips up an "Oh, goddamn it," just like ·he knew exactly 

11 what he was talking about. 

12 Q. How old is the child th~t uses that language? 

13 A. Both o f them use that language . 

14 Q. Both of them? 

15 A. In fact, some times John, who is five and a half, 

16 exceeds Carl. I think Carl has reached a stage of social 

17 development now that he rea-lizes in some circurnstances he 

18 should not use some of the language that he knows . But 

19 John just blurts it out. 

20 Q. Other than swearing, are there changes in their 

21 speech habits? Grammar, and so f orth. 

22 A. Wel l , the speech patt ern that they are picking up 

23 is a speech pattern that is, more or less, indige nous to 

24 this part of the country, and I, I woul d hate to be critical 

25 of that. People speak differently in different parts of the 

I 

~----:---------·---

____________ _J 
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country. And we all realize that the accents are different. 

2 No, the things ..• 

3 Q. I didn't me an accents. I meant grammar. 

4 A. Grammar. Again , I would not be critical of the 

5 grammar because they are, they're young and they are in 

6 school, and I find it to be very easy to criticize ... when 
·-'? 

7 you talk for a living, sometimes it's very easy to criticize . 

a someone else's grammar. I'd rather not. I don't think 

9 t hat that's a proble m. The things that concern me about the 
I 

10 children haven't as much to do with grammar as they have to 

11 do with .•. I don't feel Carl is getting the educational 

12 opportunity that he should have. And I've s een Carl work , 

13 and I was with him the two years or three years, all of the 

14 time he was in Montessori School, and I had him started i n 

15 Georgetown Day, which is a very nice private school in 

16 Arlington, and that was at the recommendation of some 

17 counselors. And he was doing very well. And I saw the 

18 results of the psychological t esting, with a n IQ, a certi-

19 fied IQ by a gentleman who does this fo r a living a nd is a 

20 licensed chi ld psychologis t, and his studies showed that 

21 Carl did do very well. And I've seen him pick up French, 

22 a foreign l anguage, and he was speaking French like a Fre nch-

23 man . That's all gone. He doesn't speak French anymore. He 

24 doesn't even know what you're talking about whe n you ask 

25 him, "Bonjour, monsieur ," h e says, "Huh?" Tha t's a ll gone . 
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I 
It's disappeared. Now, I think that's sad . I think that's I 

2 
I 

I 
I 

a disappointment. 

3 Q. Mr. Rochelle, do you live in a private home or an 
i 

4 apartment? 

5 A. Oh, indeed, a private home . The children e ach 

6 have r ooms. I have done that on purpose . Even though they 

7 weren't living with · me on a regular basis, I thought they 

B should have, when they were with me, a place that was theirs. : 

9 Q. Do you own the home , or ..• 

10 A. Yes, I do. 

11 Q •... do you rent it? 

12 A. Yes, I do . 

13 Q. You do own i t . Te ll the Court the , the incident 

14 about the missed airplane flight. 

15 A. Well , there are ... instances, to Connie's credit. 

16 She has put the children on the airplane, a Piedmont Airlinei 

17 
I 

sending them up from Roanoke the last three times that I have. 

18 asked her. The three times that I have asked h e r to do that, . 

19 . she has done that. She was late both of the last two times . 

20 The children told me that they were late because they were 

21 late getting back from Martinsville from Pa and Grandmommy' s .J 

22 But she missed the flight . .. the firs t time she called me and 

23 told me that she had missed t he flight and would be late and 

24 they'd be o n the next flight down. The next timE! she didn't 

25 bother to call me. I went to the Piedmont terminal and the 

------------ ---- ----' 
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children weren't the re. And I had t o g e t Pi edmont, 

,2 had to through the ir Telex systems a nd everything, che ck 

3 with the, wi th the Roanoke tenninal, and they did t e ll me 

4 after about twenty minute s of frantically searching that my 

5 children would b e on the next flight. The, the other prob-

6 lem with airline flights, I am not sure the Court's aware of 

7 it or not ... most of the times that I have come down to the 

a s ee the c hildren I've flown myself down. I 1 m a pilot. And 

g I have aske d r ep eatedly that I be, that the childre n be sent 

10 to the airport or brought to the airport t o meet me, a nd the 

11 Court so ordered it. Not onc e h a s tha t h appened. It's, it's 

12 enough when you're paying about, be tter than two hundred dol 

13 lars to rent an airplane to fly down, but it's just ( one 

14 word), almost being an inde cent act, to pay another thi rty 

15 dollars just to go over and pick your kids up and back, for 

16 taxi fare or limousine . I, and I t hi nk that's wrong, and I 

17 don't understand why ~hat the Court told me t hat I would 

18 have to h ave the childr en back by 9 : 00 o'clock and I con-

19 formed, and, but not once have the children ever b een 

20 brought to the a i rport, and s h e flatly state d she wouldn 't 

21 do it, period . 

22 Q. Have you had othe r probl ems with your v is itation 

23 rights? 

24 A. We ll, it is a problem in a s ens e that I feel like 

25 that I'm being abused. For instance, last wee k Connie and I 

- ---
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had discussed to some l ength that I would have the children 

2 during the month of August, and I told her I' d like to bring 

3 them back with me when, a fter today 1 s hearing, and she said 

4 that was all right. And they could stay with me ..• I'm 

5 sorry. Not the month of August . I misquoted myself. The 

6 month of July . And she said I coul d have them, that was 

7 fine . And she called me the other day and said , well , after 

a the l ast vis it, and said, "Well, Carl has swimming l essons 

9 during the month of July. 11 I said, wel l, you know, 11 I• m 

10 r eally sorry about that, but that's, that's my time with t he 

11 children." "Well, can't you send him back? " "Well , no . 11 

12 "Well, he's j ust going down to visi t your mother ." "Well , 

13 that 's f i ne; but I'd like for him to visit with my mother . 

14 I mean, they 're her grandchildren and she loves them , and 

15 both of them, and I'd like for her to h ave some time with 

16 them . 11 "Well, that's not important , you know . He 'l l miss 

17 his swimming l essons . 11 I said , "Well , you know , it ' s rea lly 

18 my month to have the childre n with me and to .do with as I 

19 wish ." And, "Well, who said July was your month? " I said , 

20 "Wel l , the Court said. 11 "We ll, no, the Court just said you 

21 could have them for a month . They didn ' t say July was your 

22 month . 11 I said, well , you know, "You 1 11 just have to speak 

23 with your attorney about that, 11 and I hung up . I refuse d to 

24 discuss it any further. That's one major example . Another 

25 major example was at Chr istmas time . She and I had both 

- ·- ·- ·- -----------------~ 
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i 
agreed that I woul d have the childr e n this Christmas, 

I 
Christ­

i 

2 mas Day . They ' d be in my house on Christmas morning, so 

3 they would be with me . I would pick them up on either 

4 Christma s Eve or the day before Christmas Eve . They would 

5 have thei r Christmas down here before or after . And the . .• 

6 I 'm sure Judge Davis is ver y fami l iar with the circumcision, 

7 aspects of this, since he ruled on that. I was , wa s then 

8 and sti ll am very much opposed to the surgery and t hought it 

9 was unnecessar y , was disappointed that I didn't get a chance 

10 to prove that . But I told her I disagreed with it , a nd be-

11 cause I wouldn ' t dis- , agree with it, she said, "You c a n ' t 

12 have the children fo r Christmas . 11 And I said, 11 I don't 

13 think that's right . You had the children last Christmas. It 

14 is my turn to have them this Christmas ." "Well, you're no t 

15 going to have them . 11 I said well . . . I called David and David 

16 address ed the matter with the Court , and the Court decided 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

to let h e r have them on Chris tmas Day . So she has had them 

for Christmas i ve and Christmas Day two years in a row, I 

got them the day afte r. It messed up all of my p l ans . Just 

like h er apparent decision now that Jul y is not my month, 

an arbitrary decis ion after agree ing to it, now me ans that 

the vacation I have take n--if , I me an, if she 's allowe d to 

I 

23 

24 

d o that, the vacat i on that I have taken--and the preparations 

I that I have made for the m to be up there won ' t come through, I 
I 

25 simp ly because she arb itrarily changed her mind. And I don ' t 

i 
----·-·---. - - ·--
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think that ' s fair, a nd I don't think it's right . 

2 Q. Mr . Rochelle, when you sa i d you called Dav id, you 

3 mean David Melesco , your attorney? 

4 A. David Melesco, my attorney . And asked him t o 

5 r e s earch the matte r . It was one more instance that I can 

6 recall, and . .. Mother's Day weekend ... I'm not sure the, i s 

7 May something or o the r, whatever Mother's Day weekend was . .. 

B happened to be in my cycle of two weeks , two weeks . I was 

9 trying to maintain a cycle so that there would be s ome form . 

10 So I called down the week before and said , "Hey , I'd like to j 

11 have the children c ome up next weekend . Would you put them 

12 on a plane and send the m up? " "Yeah , that's fine. Okay . " 

13 So I, y ou know ..• well, I was doing some work on a story that 

14 weekend , so I went o n down t o the office and I f ool e d around 

15 --and not to, so that we're es t abl ished--! do not work week-

16 ends. w11en I work o n the weekends , it's at my p l easure and 

17 my l e isure . I do it by choice and not by jo~ . I went down 

18 to the off ice and checke d in a couple of things and went out 

19 to do some interviews . And when I came back in one of the 

20 desk assistants, which is a fancy name we call copy boys , 

21 said, "Your wife called and said you can't have the children 

22 next week e nd. It's Mother 's Day . Any other time." I ' m 

23 g l ad h e saw me because that 's the only communication I had 

24 with h er about it then. I called the children Mother's Day, 

25 Sunday afternoon, to say hi, you know , and "I ' 11 see you 

530 

.3'J 3 . 



Carl Rochelle - Direct (Dillon) ···-· . ------, 
next weekend." All right. And I called and talked to her, 

2 and I said, "Are the children there?" And she said, "No. 11 

3 "You mean they' re not there?" "No. 11 So I don't know what 

4 the reason was that I couldn't have them my weekend, but 

5 apparently they weren't with her either. And I would also 

! 
I 

I 

6 

7 

like to make a point of, both of my sons told me that "Mom 

said that you knew it was Mother's Day and you were just try~ 

8 ing to get us to come up there so she couldn't have us for 

9 Mother's Day." And I said, well, "I'm sorry. That's not 

10 true. It was my weekend to visit with you, and I was trying 

11 to stay within the form of it. 11 I, I ... 

12 Q. Mr. Rochelle, would you please tell the Court what 

13 happened last August? 

14 A. Oh, well, this is something that's very upsetting 

to me, and, and Mr. Melesco is aware of it. My children 15 I 

i 
I 

a great deal of time apparently with the ir grandparent~. 16 spend 
I 

17 Pearl and Lester Peters, and it was approximately last Augus~ 
I 

18 that we had, Carl had bee n, was up for the weekend and r e ally. 

19 having a very difficult day. And he wouldn't e at. He · was 

20 sort of morose all day long. And I said, "What's the 

21 matter?" And, you know , I couldn't get him to settle down . 

22 And John was at the table, and I said, "Now, you guys are 

23 gonna have to settle down or we' re going to do something, 11 

' 
24 at the dinner table. And as best I recall, John said, "Yeah ,i 

I 

25 you're gonna, you're gonna beat him." 
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we don't, we don ' t spank ." And, and John said, "Pa does." 

2 And I said, "What do you mean 'Pa does'?" And he said, 

3 well, "He spanked Carl. He beat Carl . " And Carl started 

4 crying. I said, "What , what's going on? What do yo_u mean?" 

5 He said , "Pa beat him up. " And I said, "Well, tell me about 

6 it." So he told me. That Pearl and Lester had b e en having 

7 an argument and Pearl had , she had screamed for ... 

8 MR . ALEXANDER: Objection ... 

9 A~ I know it's ..• all right . I, I'll r e phrase it 

10 any way you want, but I'm gonna t e ll Judge Davis. 

11 MR. MELESCO: ( Unintell igibl e) 

12 MR . ALEXA..~ER: Yeah , it's all right. Just so my 

13 objection's in there . 

14 A. Okay. Would you ... 

15 MR. ALEXANDER: Your Ho nor , of course , I realize that 

16 a custody hearing, they may go into some more latitude , but 

17 we 're getting ready to offer hearsay testimony as to the 

18 truthfulness of whether or not an a lle ged assault or what-

19 ever ... I don ' t know where he ' s going, but it's going to be 

20 hearsay, from the start ..• 

21 A. I was just ... 

22 THE COURT: Mr. Roche lle, I think that the bottom line 

23 is that Mrs. Rochelle 's father had an alte rcation with one 

24 of your children. Is that right? 

25 A. Yes , sir. Bloodied his nose. 

------- - - - - - --
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MR . ALEXANDER: Now, it being offered that, that the 

2 child was upset b e cause, that your child was upset for what-

3 ever reason. 

4 THE COURT: Well , I'm assuming that h e was. I would ... 1 

5 A. I was trying to just ..• 

6 .MR . MELESCO: ... Carl ..• 

7 A. Okay . Sorry. 

8 THE COURT: Most five year olds would ... let's l eave it i 
I 
I 

9 right there and rest .•. I think that's wha t he wants to show, I 
10 that somebody e lse other than a parent. I 
11 Q. It was at a time of ( 2-3 words). If you' re award- I 

12 ed custody of your two boys, what babysitting arrange ments 

13 are going to b e made for the p eriods when you will have to 

14 be at work? 

15 A. I will hire an adult to stay with them during the 

16 brief p e riod in the afternoon . Obviously, the sunune rs are 

17 diffe rent. They're h ome all day·. I 'll take , share my vaca-

18 ti on out . I would assume they ·would visit with the ir mother 

19 some during the summer. They would also visit with my 

20 mo ther during the sununer . And fo r periods that ... this is 

21 unti l something is es tablishe d. Once I hire a p e rson , and 

22 t hat will be a p ennane nt person , and the p erson would work 

23 through the summer too, will be available . I'm talking 

24 about if I had them today. But in the fall when school is 

25 in session , the children are in the school until the 
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afternoon . There would be someone at home to meet them 

2 when they got out of school and be with them until I got 

3 h ome . I 'm home every evening . I don't work nights . I'm 

4 available for . .. I'm home in time for dinner, and I'm home 

5 in time fo r homework . 

6 Q. Okay . What about the bed-wetting problem? 

I 
I 

I 
I 
·I 

7 MR. ALEXANDER : Your Honor . .. excuse me. Just thi nking • 

' 
8 

9 

about being recesse d for about three minutes or five 

your Honor . 

. t I minu e s ,

1 

10 THE COURT : 

11 

Sure . Take a five- minute r ecess . 

(RECESS ) 

I 
! 

I 
I 

12 
I 

live- in j THE COURT : •. . that you were at the stage of a 

13 housekeeper or babysitter , Mr . Mel e sco. 

14 EXAMINATION CONTINUED BY MRS. DILLON: 

15 Q. I was trying to establish that you c a n provide a 

16 home for t h e boys and that you want to ... 

17 A. · Yes , I can . 

18 Q. . . • and that ' s why you . . . okay . Be d-wetting:.... -is 

19 there a problem with . . . . ! 

20 A. John is~ John is , h as been and has n~t stopped 

21 bed we tting despite the thought of the .urologist o r special -

22 ist to p e rform t h e surgery o n him. 

23 Q. And John is ..• 

24 A. John is five and a ha l f. He s tarted bed wetting 

25 when she took the children and he has not stopped bed wetting 

I 
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since. Eve ry night. 

2 Q. Would you be willing to cope with this problem? 

3 A. Of course. He doesn't, he doesn't wet himself 

4 during the day, by the way. It's only at night when he 

5 goes to bed. It should be dealt with now. 

6 Q. Okay. If there is anything else you want to say, 

7 tell Judge Davis. 

8 A. No. I think Judge Davis knows that . . . I think I've 

9 made it pretty plain that I'd like to have the children with 

10 me, and I think I can do a good job. And I would get them 

11 to school every day and on time, and, you know, I . just, I 

12 think it would be . beneficial for them. 

13 Q. Thank you. Thank you. Would you answer Mr. 

14 Alexander's questions please? 

15 A Of course. 

16 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

17 BY MR. ALEXANDER: 

18 Q. Mr . Rochelle, on this or prior to· this occasion 

19 wnen the children saw Dr. Shenke r, h a d you communicated to 

20 them in any way or said anything t6 them abou t this l itiga-

21 tion of custody fight? 

22 A. I have said to them about the custody fight what 

23 I have said to them all along, that I am c once rned about 

24 you, that I want you to live with me, and I will continue 

25 to fight for custody of you to every level I can as l ong as 
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I have a nickel left. That's what I've said to 

2 I have tol d them that on repeated occasi ons. I told them 

3 that the l ast time I was with them , that I would continue 

4 to fight for their custody . I want them. I l ove them , and 

5 I want them with me. Yes, I have . 

6 Q. And I b e lieve you ' ve even bought them toys and 

7 when they know that you're keeping them there and you told 

a them • .• 

9 A. No , sir. 

10 Q ..•• that they're not taking the m home ..• 

11 A. No, sir. 

12 Q • ••• and b e wi th you . 

13 A. If you'd check, you'd find that they both have 

14 softball gloves and a softball that I bought t hem on the 

15 trip before l as t that they took r i ght back down with them . 

16 They take almost every toy tha t, e very toy that I buy the m 

17 almost, they take down ~ They n ever bring them back. I 

18 neve r see the m again. I asked· ·earl·, "Bring yo.ur glove s a nd 

19 your ball. Bring your camera up . We 'll take s ome pictures 

20 with it. " I haven ' t s een the camera since I sent it down 

21 the re. No, they take a lmost all of t h e ir toys back . 

22 Q. Al l right now , you say that as, since the last 

23 h earing and s ince you ' ve seen the c hildren that apparently 

24 the children physically are fine . Is that correct? 

I 

i 
I 
I 

! 
' 

I 
i 
I 25 A. Can you b e a little more specific? 

I 
_J 
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Q. I'm just asking you , did you not ... 

2 A. John still wets the bed. Physically they're grow- 1 
I 

3 ing like, like weeds . They're both very healthy, very big. I 
4 Carl's getting a little on the heavy side, but that's all 

5 right. Yeah, physically they're i n good shape. 

6 Q. Were you aware of various attempted treatments 

7 with regard t o allergies by Dr. Walton? 

8 A. I think we addressed that question the last time 

9 we were i n the c ourtroom. 

10 Q. Right, sir. 

11 A. I' m aware of the .•• yes . 

12 Q. And apparently you didn't feel it was nece ssary . 

13 A. I did not then, and I do not now. I have t aken 

14 them to other doctors, a nd the other doctors do not feel 

15 that it is necessary . Why should a k id be pumped up with 

16 this medication when he doesn't need it? They don't sneeze, 

17 they don't have colds, they don 't show ~ny signs of allergy 

18 any , certainly no more than I do, and I'm not al l ergic. And i 

19 they' re around me enough that I know . I :nc an they were with 

W me for two ye ars before they came down h ere , and I know . 

21 You know when a kid is sick and he isn't. I paid their 

22 doctors' b ills. •rhey ' re sent to m.e from the clinic down 

23 here. They just appea r in the mail every now and then . I 

24 think I paid three doctors ' bills a ll winter. That surely 

25 doesn't sound like an allergic child to me. 

'---------------- --·- - - - -·--- ---------- -
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Q. And I believe you communicoted about your feelings 

2 to Dr. Walton, did you not? 

3 A. Yes, sir, I did indeed . 

4 Q. So now , with regard to this private school ing that 

5 you're speaking of that you feel that Carl at least or maybe 

6 both of them, should be in a private school . Is that . .• 

' 
7 A. Sir, I' m afraid that you have gotten something out 

8 of what I said that I did not . The only time I mentioned 

9 private school, I said that Carl was in a private school in 

10 Washington , D. C. , and was doing very well . . I have not im-

11 plied that I think they should be in private school or that 

12 I would. If you'd like to ask me, I'll give you my opinion . 

13 Q. Wel l, I'm going to ask you, yes, sir. 

14 A. Okay. 

15 Q. Do you feel they should be? 

16 A . I feel that the matter should be studied. If I I . 

17 if I were given custody, I would put them in Arlington County 

1B p~blic schools, and I would stay with the teache rs e v e ry day, 

1:1 if it took it , or every week, if it took it , unti l I found 

LO out where the y we re going . And if they decided that t h ere 

21 were some areas that they were lax in, that they needed 

22 e ither pr i vate schooling or tutori a l help or what ever it 

23 took to have the m do well in school , then I would do that . 

L4 And I 'd sit down with them and do it myse lf, yes. 

25 Q. All right. So now, I take it, your job now . .. you 

'------ -,------- --------- - - --- ·--- -----·- - · -- . 
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say you work from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Correct? 

----1 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Now, how long have you been working these hours? 

4 How long have you had this particular job? 

5 A. About five or six months. 

6 Q. I have no other questions . Thank you, sir . 

7 THE COURT : Any further questions of Mr . Rochelle? 

8 MR. MELESCO: No. 

9 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE . 

10 MR. MELESCO: That's all we have, your Honor . Plus 

11 everything that's been introduced. I asked Mr . Alexander 

12 and I think--and I don't mean to put words in his mouth 

13 again--these trials are sort of intermixed, and I would ask 

14 that both trials b e consolidated for the purpose of the 

15 record . 

16 MR. ALEXANDER: We would j o in in that motion, your 

17 Honor . 

18 THE COURT : I think you gentlemen are b o th right. I 

19 think everything belongs, from one has t o b e in the other, 

20 so they will be consolidated . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

j 
I 
I 
I 
I 

! 

I 
I 

And that's all we would have, your Honor ·1 

Mr . Alexander, do you have any evide nce? I 
21 .tv'lR. ME LESCO : 

THE COURT: 22 

23 MR. ALEXANDER : Yes , sir , I think very, very briefly. 

24 CONNIE ROCHELLE 
I 

25 the Defendant in this I 
proceeding, after having 

1 

'--------------------- ·--- ---· -·-- ______ __J 
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first been duly sworn, testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

3 BY MR • ALEXANDER : 

4 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, would you state your full name 

5 and address please? 

6 A~ Connie Rochelle, 3316- A Circlebrook Drive, Roanoke; 

7 Virginia . 1 
• 

a Q. All right now, Mrs . Rochelle , I'll ask you please 

g if you would to speak up please so that the Judge can hear 

10 you and so can counsel. Now, you currently have temporary 

11 custody of the children . Is that correct? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And you've heard the testimony of Mr . Rochelle as 

14 to various, what he claims are problems with his visitation. 

15 Is that correct? 

16 A. Yes , I have . 

17 Q. All right now, he mentioned an incident involving 
. I 

18 a missed a irplane . 

19 A. Yes. I worked on Saturday night and . .. I'm sorry . 

20 On Friday night, and the children had spent the night with 

21 my parents, which is almost to Martinsville . So I got up at 

22 6:00 or 7:00. They should have been at . .. I guess I got up 

23 at 6 : 00 . They should have b e en at the airport for the 8 : 00 

24 o'clock fl ight. And I went to my parents' house and picked 

25 them up, took them t o the airport. The plane was missed by 

~------- ---·-·-·- -·- - -
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I 
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five or ten minutes, but it was none theless missed, and I 

2 called him and told him that they would be on the next 
I · 
I 

3 flight, which was one hour later. And I think the flight I 
I 

4 was an hour ... forty-five minute s or an hour, so they were an ! 
! 
I 

5 hour and a half late. 

6 Q. Was there another occasion when a flight was 

7 missed? 

8 A. Yes. The last time they went out which was 

g Father's Day weekend, and that was kind of interesting 

1o because we arrived at the airport at seven minutes of eight . 

11 And when I went .to the counter, the gentleman told me that 

12 they would not hold the flight. He didn't call . He just 

13 said the y would not hold the flight. So I said , "All right. 

14 I would like them on the next flight," which was at 9 : 00 o r 

15 8 : 40 sounds, sounds correct. I did try to call Carl from 

16 the airport . My children were there , and the y know that . 

17 The y were standing right b e side me . He was no t h ome . I 

18 l e ft a me ssage with t he ticket age nt in Roa noke . I ask e d 

19 them ... I said, "Pe rhaps he has l eft. " I tried as s oon as 

20 I finished at the ticket desk which was five o r ten after 

21 8:00 , and I said , "Perhaps h e 's already left for t he airport 

22 in Washington . Can you get a message to him that t he chil-

23 dre n are on the flight and they're corning an hour l ate? " I 

24 did try to call him. 

25 Q. Now , with reference to this surruner . .. 
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A. Yes . 

2 Q. And Mr. Rochelle's picking up the children . .. 

3 A. Yes . 

4 Q. Was there any problem about Mr. Rochelle's picking 

5 up the children? 

6 

7 

A. There was never a problem about that. I The problem ; 

came in that I had arranged b e fore I was told or asked about 

a the children going to be with him , had arranged for Carl to 

g go to Cub Scout camp. I had arranged for Carl a nd John to 

10 hav~ swimming lessons. The swimming lessons end on Friday 

11 of this week. I wanted them to comple t e the lessons. I 

12 would put the children on the airplane Saturday morning 

13 going to Washington . That ' s it . And that, that is a very 

14 straight communicati on. I ther:i got upset with wanting to 

15 know why my children had to leave today, why they were not 

16 entitl ed to finish those swimming lessons , and that, that is 

17 the only problem there has been. I had thought that Carl 

18 would not be able to take swimming l e ssons this two, two 

19 weeks b e cause of the camp , and I had told Carl that next 

l~ I) ') . 

I 

20 week they woul d begin again , I'd l ike for Carl to take those.! 
' 

21 When I f o und out that that was going to be i mpossible for 

22 him to do, I had him take private lessons after he got out 

23 of camp, Monday through Thursday of last we(?k, so that he 

24 could go back into the group lesson and finish up this 

25 Friday. That's all . There is no probl em . 
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Q. So there's no problem ... 

2 A. There is no problem . There was no problem except 

3 that with e very communication I attempt t o make with their 
I 

4 father, it seems to be advantageous for it to come back that : 

5 
I 

I , that I'm not doing this o r that I'm saying things I'm 

6 not saying. 

7 Q. Al l right ~ow ... 

8 A. That's not the case . 

9 Q. This inc ident involving Christmas Day , what was 

10 the problem there? I 
11 A. Again .. . the problem there was I called Carl and I 

I 
I 12 told him ... I read the letter from Dr. Lowe over the phone. 

primary purpose of that I 

allergies and bed wetting.! 

I 

13 I told him about the surgery . The 

14 surgery was not t hat it would cure 

15 was not a circumcision . I was agai nst the children being 

I 
16 circumcised at birth, and that's why they weren't b e cause I 

17 would have been the one to sign the form for it to have b een 

1a · done. That wasn ' t the purpose of the surgery . John had 

19 chronic urinary tract infection. He had an additional op-, 

20 or additional surgery besides the circumcision . That was 

21 done because that apparently caused the infection in the 

22 urinary tract . So that ' s why the circumcision was done . 

23 Carl became very angry per u s ua l with me, hung up on me. I 

24 did not have an opportunity to talk to him about the Chri st-

25 mas Day that we had set . I had agreed for the children to 

~-----------·------ - ---·--- - -
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be with him on Christmas Day. I still had no problem with 

2 that except that my children had expre sse d a d e sire to be 

3 with their friends and go to their house on Christmas morn-

4 
I 

ing, that they went to school with and see wha t everyo ne g o t l 
5 and so forth . When I called him back--I d o n't h a ve my phone : 

! 
6 bill with me in court, but I have that phone bill where I 

7 made two phone calls to ABC News that day- -when I called 

8 him back, this is the verbatim conversation f r om my e nd . 

9 When he answered the phone, I said, "Carl, you can pick the 

10 children up on De cember 26 any time you like." He hung up 

11 · on me immediately. The letter that was sent then to Dave 

12 Melesco that was sent to you , tha t was a conversation that 

13 never existed. That was the only thing out of my mou t h, the 

14 only thing I said . I did not call him back. I the n got a 

15 letter from Dave Melesco telling me that my denying him 

16 visitation would not be tolerated . I didn't deny him any-

17 thing. 

18 Q. Did h e pie~ the childr~n up at some point .. . 

19 A. He s aid today that he got t h em t h e day a fte r 

20 Christmas. He picke d the m up Chr istma s Day at 1: 0 0 o'clock 

21 which yo u d ecided. It wa s a p r e - a rrange d a g ree ment a s a 

22 matter of fact , which c a me afte r the c o nversation a b out the m 

23 b e ing with him f o r the full Christmas. vacation . We had 

24 agreed to that. And when I got the c our t ord e r f o r t h e 

25 surgery, that ' s whe n he obje cted to my having the childr en 
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I 

at all on Christmas Day. That's how that came about. I 

2 Q. But now, there was a reference made in the deposi -

3 tion to an incident of Carl calling his father three times. 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. He was scared of being alone. Do you know whe n 

6 that was? Do you recall that incident? 

7 A. What I recall is that I spoke with Torn Mains j 

8 

9 

10 

after Shirley Shenker's deposition was taken, and Tom pointe~ 
I 

out to me certain things that, that came up in that, and, 

and, and results of the tests and so forth, filling me in 

11 on it. And he mentioned to me that Carl had reacted that 

12 way to being left alone, which was very boggling to me 

13 because I think that most people that know me would say that 

14 if anything I am far too protective of my children. They 

15 are not ... Carl is left alone now, from time to time, while 

16 I go to Tanglewood, which is close to my home, or whatever. 

17 So anyway, that upset me because I was, I was relating it 

18 at first to the divorce and perhaps~ thinking that I was 

19 going to leave since we had moved. And I asked my son about 

20 that. I told him, and I asked him about it. And I said, 

21 "Carl, I've never left you alone for that per i od of time , . I 
' 

22 and, you know, what are you talking about? Do you think I'm 

23 going to and why?" And I was trying to find out what was 

24 wrong with him. My husband and I were separated for a year. 

25 We went back together for six months. My son told me, and 
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he is correct on this, that there ~as a Saturday morning 

2 when I left him alo ne for about an h our. He was watch i ng 

3 cartoons, maybe hour and a half. I don't remember . I don't 

4 even r emember where I went . I took John with me . I called 

5 Carl at work and told him I was going to do that, and I 

6 gave Carl the telephone number ... my son, Carl, the telephone ' 

7 number. And when I, and I, when I came back, Carl had 

8 calle d his father, and I, when I came in, I said to him, 

9 " 1dhy did you call your father?" and he obviously thought I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

10 was angry. I wasn 't. I was surprised. Because I r e alize d 

11 that he h adn't been left alone b e fore and probabl y didn't 

12 know what it was going to be like and probably was scared, 

13 a nd apparently he was . That's what my son told me. That 's I 
14 not what I think happened. I asked him. That's wha t he I 

' 
15 told me. I'm sure he would tell it again. But ... beyond I 
16 that, my children are not left alone. 1 . . ~ Car is now occasional-

17 ly as I s a id, for a half hour or s ome thing, but he's older. 

18" If there are r epercussions from that, I'm no t a ware of it, 

19 a nd I t r y to be. So, I would never l e ave ... 

20 Q . All r ight. With r e gard to your disciplin i ng the 

21 children . 

22 A. Oh, yes . 

23 Q. Would you e xplain to the Court h ow you discipline 

24 the childre n? 

25 A. Mm huh. I sure will. First of all, it is a 
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compl ete lie-- I have never called my children sons of 

2 bitches , mother fuckers , never. My childre n will tell you 

3 that. Never . Secondl y , if my children, if I feel they need 

4 a spanking , they ' re given a spanking. That consists of my 

5 hitting them with my hand on the ir rea r ends . That happens 

6 very sel dom. After Carl and John came back from that month 

7 wi th their father last August, a lot of things began h appen-

a ing, a lot of problems b egan with their attitudes towards 

g things. And into the fall, I b e lieve September, Se pte mbe r 

10 or October-- sti l l warm outside - - they ' d been playing with 

11 matches, and Carl had lied to me about i t . I don ' t .. . 

12 Q . Let' s say which Carl we mean every time we say 

13 "Carl." 

14 A. Carl, my son, Carl. My son, Carl, had lie d to me 

15 about his str iki ng matches and playing with matches . John 

16 had, had tol d on him. So I had a long, long talk with them, 

17 extremel y long talk , wo rking o n t he striking o f t he matches 

18 at t hat time b e cause I, I thought h e was tell;ing me the 

19 truth . And when he did t e ll me the truth, which was that he 

20 had b een stri k i ng ma tche s , I said, 11 \·ihy did y ou lie to me? 

21 Why d i dn ' t you tell me t h e truth? Because I don't like to 

22 be lied to . I don ' t like for you to lie ; you don 't need to . ''i 
! 

23 He s aid , " Because I was afraid you would spank me . " And I 

24 said •.. and, of course , b e ing very ignorant to a lot of 

25 t h i ngs that were going on at that time . I wasn ' t aware of 
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them. I said, "Carl, why would you ... h ow often do I spank 

2 you? Why would you, why would you be afraid that I was 

3 going to spank you?" And t hen the stories came out about 

4 "Dad s a id that if we tell you the things that he says to us 

5 that you will," quote, "'beat us even harde r than you did 

6 before'." My children will be glad to tell you, I'm sure , 

7 if necessary, how often they are hit and with wha t. You 

B know, this , this is just incredible t o me because during t he 

9 time that Carl and I lived together and were married, I did 

10 the discipl ining of the children, and in, in the group 

I 

' 
! 
i 
i 

11 therapy that he had so much difficulty wi th , I c omplaine d or/ 

12 or tried to find out wha t to do about the fac t that if the 

13 children did not go to bed and go to sleep, that my husba nd 

14 would go up and spank them. And I told him at one point a 

15 while before I l eft him that I did not wa n t him hit ting my 

16 children anymore, that I would take care of them when they 

17 did not go to sleep. 

18 Q. All right. Well , with reference to .. . 

19 A. So, I do not beat my children and, and t h r e ate n 

20 them if they don't go to sleep and so forth. I don't do 

21 that. And I fee l that my childre n wi ll t e ll t h e trut h a bout 

22 the way they're treated by me. 

23 Q. Wha t was the outcome of the se ma t che s? 

24 A. Oh, t h e outcome of the matches ... oh, this is s ome -

25 thing else that really concerned me . It had happened , it 

l 
I 
I 

I 

-· ---- - - - --' 
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happened with me before they went for a weekend visitation, 

I 
2 and then when they came back, it happened again the re, and a I 

! 

3 

4 

playmate told me. And my 

happened at Dad's." So I 

son, John, mentioned that "it had ·1 

called Carl to ask ... oh, I talked, I 
I 

5 questioned the children a little bit further, and I said, 

6 

7 

"What did your father do?" And I was told that he told 

if they didn't strike matches anymore that he would buy 

them j 

the m I 
I 

let I 8 a box of matches and the next time they came up he would 

g them strike the matches. So I said, "Okay." 

10 Q. Did you continue to have a pro blem with the 

11 matches? 

12 A. Well, I solved that problem. But I called Carl, 

13 and he had apparently told the children that he would do 

14 that. My method ... I was appalled at that. I r e ally was. I 

15 felt that that was, showed no insight whatsoever b ecause 

16 apparently t hese children were s ucce ssfully striking matches 

17 and lighting fires and not g e tting burned in the process . 

18 So I didn't f eel they needed practice in striking matches, 

19 and I wa s very upset by that . I, I t ook them to the fire 

~ department and had ~he fire chief t a lk to them , and the 

21 captain, and we don't have a match proble m anymore. 

22 Q. All right now, where are you, where you're 

23 currently residing, wou ld you describe to the Court please 

24 your home, the whole situation? 

25 A. Yes. We live at Pebble Creek Apartments, and we 

I 

I 

I 
I _ 

i 
' ' 

.. .. ___ i 
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have a three-bedroom apartment. Both boys have their own 

2 rooms. And I moved there because , numbe r one, I felt that 

3 with everything that afforded me and t h e children, t hat 

4 economically it was advant ageous . And we have a swimming 

5 pool. They've taken swimming l e ssons . We have lots of 

6 friends. There are c hildren there . The re are babysitters 

7 there. Tennis courts, game rooms, activities for the chil-

s dren. I'm going to start, or have a Cub Scout pack of my 

g own there . There is one in the county that Carl belongs to 

10 r ight now, but I'd like to start one t here because I feel 

11 there are some boys old enough that would be interested in 

12 that. And, and he's excited about that. And it's been very 

13 nice, and t he chi ldren e njoy it a l o t. 

14 Q. All right now, wi th r eference to school , as far as 

15 you can determine, have there been any problems with the 

16 school? 

17 . A. No, no. Carl is doing fine in school . Carl is an 

18 average student. 

19 Q. What about this, this ... his tardiness? Do you 

20 know anything about that? 

21 A. Yes . I got a call ... actua l ly I wa s a little bit 

22 confuse d about Mr. Copenhaver saying that he had never talked 

23 to me about that because I did speak with him once about it . 

24 I babysa t fo r a couple of doctors and ... for a time, and one 

25 of the boys was in Carl's class . And Mr: Copenhaver and I 

' 
' i 

_ _ __________ _J 
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did discuss the fact that they wer0 showing up for school 

2 five or ten minutes late. And they walked to school . So I 

3 was under the impression also that the bell rang .. . when they ; 

4 say twenty minutes late . . . that the bell rang at school at 

5 9 : 00 o'clock . The bell rang at Crystal Spring School at 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

. 18 

19 

20 

21 

ten minutes of 9:00, so that I . .. as I understand it, any-

thing after that, the first bell is tardy. And when Carl, 

you know . .. I asked him and I straightened t hat out. That's i 
when I found out when the bells rang. And Carl proceeded to I 
go to school on time. But he, he had to have been tardy a I 
good deal of the time because if I sent him at a quarter of 

9 : 00 to get to school by 9:00 o ' clock, that's exactly what 

he was doing--getting to school by 9:00 o ' clock, when the 

bell rang actually at t e n of . 

Q. All right now , when the , when the boys visited . . . 

THE COURT : Excuse me just a minute . She said he was 

getting there about twenty minutes late, twenty after 9:00. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

A. I understood h e r · to say twenty minutes late, which I 

if .. . that's what I ' m saying , g~ing by the ir bell at ten of 

9:00, if the children we re arriving at five after . .. 

THE COURT: Well , maybe ... I was mistaken. I thought 

i 
I 
' I 
i 

22 she said twenty minutes after 9:00, maybe she said twenty 

23 minutes late . 

24 A. She said twenty minutes late, and I, you know, I 

25 was under the impression that the bell rang at 9:00 o'clock . 
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So, I was wrong, and the children probably were getting 

2 there at five or t e n after 9:00, which would have been about 

3 twenty minutes l ate . And when I became aware of that , I 

4 s e nt them at 8:30, and they seemed to do okay . 

5 Q. Now , when , when the boys were visiting their 

6 father and had returned home , woul d you describe please wha t 

7 you observed of them? 

8 A. Yes. They were h appy , and they'd had a good time, 

9 and this was their initial ... as t hey came in the door. And 

10 the n they would have dinner or something and the stories 

11 would start to come out . Once .. . there a~e many of them, 

12 many. The primary things we re that the children's opinion, 

13 that what they had h eard about me was very ne gative, even 

14 to the point of they never had chopsticks in the house whe n 

15 I l ived there "because your mother didn ' t know how t o use 

16 them. 11 My olde r son crie d once and said, "Mom , Dad hates 

17 you, and h e wants me t o hate you too . 11 

18 Q. Now, do I ... hav~ they expressed to you that the y 

19 would , t hey would . .. they love their father . Is that correct ?I 
I 

20 A. Sure , t hey do . 

21 Q. Have the y expr essed to you tha t they would prefer 

22 that you and your h usba nd were back toge the r again? Isn ' t 

23 that t rue ? 

24 A. Yes. ·rhat's always ... whe n they came back from t he 

25 month with him, t h ey .. . Carl was crying--my son--in t he , in 
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the parking lot at the airport, and he said that he wanted 

2 Dad and I to live togethe r. Some other ... I, I'd like to 

3 finish that question about the things they , they ... afte r 

4 that month the re were a lot of things, a lot of negative 

5 feelings about me. They said that their father had told 

6 them that they could not bring their toys here because if 

7 he got custody of them, that I would not let t hem take the 

8 toys back. They have not brought their toys here. My 

9 father and mother paid for many toys that my children had, 

10 and they have not been allowed to bring the m. I finally 

11 had enough money to buy them used bicycles because their 

12 father refused, refused me--I asked him if they could bring 

13 their bicycles here where they lived . He refused. He said 

14 that he could not afford to buy them bicycles to have there 

15 and bicycles to have here. So John was allowed to bring 

16 one that I paid for that I bought at a garage sale, and the 

17 chain kept coming off, so I ·aid buy them used bicycles. 

18 They told me that Dad would take them sailboat riding and, 

19 two or three times a week if they went to liv~ with him--

20 this was after the month--that their father had money t o do 

21 things and buy them things. And they seemed to be, you 

22 know, expla ining this to me, you know , why don't ... I g uess, 

23 "Why don't you have this?" because· I didn't, I didn't have 

24 any money. I didn't. I still don't. But, you know, that's : 

25 .•. I couldn't go out and buy them a toy, for instance, every 
I 
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weekend they were with me. 

2 Q. Are you working now? 

3 A. Am I working? Oh, yes, I'm working. Yes. I 

4 work about three evenings a week, and I work at Iffy's 

5 Restaurant as a waitress , and I, I usually go to work at 

6 5:00. One of those days I go at 3 :00 , some times 2:00, but 

7 usually it's 5:00 until 11:00 ... it, it depends. If in the 

8 lounge, 12:00 or 1:00 on a Friday or Saturday night. 

9 Q. While you're at work, is someone there to take 

10 care of the children? 

11 A. Oh, yes, yes . The children are ... there is either 

12 a babysitter there in the house to take care of them, or 

13 they, they wil l stay with my parents ... or they ... my aunt. 

14 Q . You do want custody of these children. Is that 

15 correct? 

16 A. Oh, yes, I do. Very much. Because I , I feel that, 

17 that there are a lot of things being said h ere that aren't 

18 quite accurate. I l ove my childrGn. I feel that I am aware 

19 of, of them, things that they need . I may not have a· college 

20 education, but I know my children very well, and I love them ; 
I 

21 very much. 

22 Q. Answer any questions that ... 

23 CROSS-EXAMINATION 

24 BY MR. MELESCO: 
I 

25 Q. Mrs. Rochelle, I may have misunde rstood the ! 
i 
I 
i 

··---·- ------_J 
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teacher, but I understood the school started at 9 : 00, and 

2 your children were . . . your child was twenty minutes late. Is 

3 it possible he was getting to school as late as 9 : 20? 

4 A. There have been times when Carl has gotten to 

5 school at 9 : 20 when I have taken him. On the weekends when 

6 they came back from their father's , and they would come home 

7 at , get home at 9:00 o'clock at night, and I would give them 

8 s omething to eat ... impossible to get those children in bed 

9 and asleep befor e 11: 00 o 'clock. 

10 Q. How many weekends were they staying in Martins-

11 ville ? 

12 A. And going to school? None . 

13 Q. They never spent a weekend in Martinsville with 

14 your parents ? 

15 A. Oh , sure , they have . But not to, not to go to 

16 school on Monday morning . 

17 · Q. What about the abse nteeism? Why did Carl miss 

18 twenty days of school? 

19 A. Carl has missed school sometimes o n a Monday after 

20 going up to visit his father. He has not gone to school 

21 because they .. . once aga in , the y have been allowed to stay up 

22 very l ate at night . They have come back tired, and they 

23 have slept l ate on Monday , which I thought was important .. . 

24 Q. Only Monday? 

25 A. I didn't say that they had bee n out of school 
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~very Monday because of that. And I wou l d, I would want to 

2 see the days , b ecause I do not believe my children have 

3 missed twenty Mondays . She said a lot of Mondays for tardi-

4 ness and , and missing , but not every Monday . 

5 Q. She said twenty days of school your children 

6 missed ... says your chi ld missed twenty days of school and .. • 

7 A. I don ' t know . I don ' t know . 

8 Q. Well , has your child been sick a lot ? 

9 A. The c hildren have been sick . They ' ve not been 

1o sick a lot. They have stayed out of school for being, from 

11 being tired after coming back , from those trips. And I had 

12 some medica l tests , and Carl was out o f school for three 

13 days at once, yes, b ecause I, I wanted him to be at a place 

14 where I kne w that he was okay while I was havi ng some tests 

15 done. 

16 Q. So he didn' t go to school while you were ... were 

17 you i n the hospital ? 

18 A. No , I was not in the hospita l . I was havi ng some 

19 tests done at the doctor ' s office . 

20 Q. And he couldn ' t go to school while you were in the 

21 doctor 's office? 

22 A. I did not have someone that could stay in my home 

23 ove rnight ... that ' s exactly right because I could not afford 

24 to pay someone to do that . That's right. And I l e t him 

25 stay with my mothe r . Because Carl is a good student, Carl 
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made up all his work. I picked the work up at school, and 

2 the school, the work was made up. 

3 Q. So Carl did stay in Martinsville and miss school 

4 while you were s omeplace. 

5 A. Carl has stayed there for those three J ays. Carl 

6 has not stayed in Martinsville and missed school while I 

7 was someplace for, you know, an unimportant reason, I would 

a say. That's important. I feel their education, by the way, 

9 is extremely i mportant, and I feel that going to school is 

10 

1, 
important, very important. And they do go, and they are 1 

sent. As a matter of fact, I took them myself, because when I 
12 I moved they were not at a, at a place to walk. 

I 
I took both i 

I 
13 children. John only went a half a day, and I picked J ohn 

I 
14 up at noon every day. I 

I 

i 
15 Q. You have a pretty good fe e l for the whole proceed- ! 
16 ings that have been going on for over a year now, this case. 

17 Correct? 

18 A. I'm aware of what's going on. 

19 Q. Do you remember the Court's order of November 9th, ' 

20 1979? It says, 11 It is further order the Complainant," and 

21 that's you, 11 shall be responsible for de.live ry to a nd pick 

22 up from the Roanoke Municipal Airport for the said inf ant 

23 childre n on the days and the hours heretofore set for t h e 

24 De f endant's visi ta t i on. 11 

25 A. Well, actually I wasn't ordered to do that, and I 
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saw that that was typed up in an orde r, and I r ealize a, I 

2 think that Gordon Shapiro ' s office did t hat , and then when , 

3 when, and then, even my fath e r was told that I was not 

4 ordere d to do that . I was perfectly will i ng to take the 

5 children to and from the ai rport but when ... 

6 Q. So, so the Court's order doesn't mean what it 

7 says. 

8 A. I didn ' t say that. I said that when I was sitting 

g right the re, that I wasn't . .. Judge Davis didn't say to me 

10 that I wa s ordere d to do it . I saw that order . 

11 Q. Well , you ... even after seeing this order, have you 

12 ever taken the childre n to t he airpo rt? 

13 A. Yes, I have . Ye s, I have taken the children to 

14 the airport, b e cause he sent a police office r to my h ouse 

15 t elling me that he was at the airport becaus e he had taken 

16 my telephone number down incorrectl y . 

17 Q. Since that time ? 

18 A. So , I did take the m. Ye s , I've taken t he chi l dren 

19 two or three times, and aft e r that I r efused to be harrass~<l 

20 and I r e fus e d to be batte r ed any l ong (~ r, a nd I would no t do 

21 it. At one time I didn ' t have a drive r's lice nse, and this 

22 who l e l etter we nt to the Judge with al l o f these t hings a bout 

23 me that were untrue, a nd I never h ad -'.l chance to defend that .~ 

24 Q. But the truth of the matter is tha t you r fathe r .. • 

25 you and your fathe r just worke d out a dea l where h e forbade ' I 

I 
I 

I ·-·- ·· - ·- --
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you to take your own car. 

2 A. My father and I did not work out a deal. 

3 Q. Did your father ... 

4 A . My father told me .. . 

5 Q. ... father forbade you to take your car? 

6 A. Yes, he did. But my father and I didn't work out 

7 a dea l. That car belongs to him , and I need the car. 

8 Q. And your father told yo u not to take the car to 

9 the airport . 

10 A. That's right. Because I was using his gas , tires 
! 
I 

11 and oi l , and so forth, and Carl refused to g i ve me any money J 
I 

12 I have neve r sold rea l estate . Never. 
I 

I babysat for forty ; 

13 dollars a week . There have b een time s when I literally did 

14 not have the money to take the . . . to buy the gas to go to the 

15 airport. There have been times when I didn ' t drive my car 

16 because I didn ' t have the money for the gas. 

17 Q. How many jobs have you .had in the l ast year and a 

18 half? 

19 ·A. I ' ve only had two. 

20 Q. How long have you b een unemployed last y ear? 

21 A. I babysat at h omes from ... ! quit the job at 

22 Snelling and Sne lling whe n the children c ame back in August, 

23 or from the August visitation b ecause I did not have .. . I 

24 could not afford a babysitter. So I qu i t . I b egan baby-

25 s i tting at home, and I went to work .•• I, I believe I' ve 

... _ _J 
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worked at Iffy ' s about six mon ths. 

2 Q. And you work three nights a week then? 

3 A. Three. I worked more in the b eginning, but we 

4 have a l ot of girls. 

5 Q. From 5:00 o'clock at night until how l ong? Till 

6 closing? 

7 A. It depe nds ... no. It depe nds on where I work . I'vJ 
I 
i 

a gotten off some nights at 9 :30, s o me nights at 11: 00 , some 

g nights at 1:00, depending on whe re I work the re. 

10 Q. So, three nights a week the children are with a 

11 babysitter. 

12 A. That's right . Until they go to bed, which is 

13 a bout three hours, I guess , four h ours . 

14 Q. And I' ve gotte n r eal confused . Do you or do you 

15 not l eave your children alone ? To go to Tanglewood or what-

16 ever? 

17 A. I will l eave Carl alone for an h our, half hour, 

18 very seldom . I normally make my children go wi t h me . 

19 Q. All right . And if you l e ave Carl alone , doe s Carl j 

20 watch John? ·1 

21 A. No, no. No, I wouldn't l e ave John a l o ne wi th Carl. 

22 I'm ve ry particular a b out who I leave John alone with . As 

23 the r eport said, J ohn like s to do what John wants to do , and 

24 Carl i s not an adult, a nd h e 's not in a ny way capable of 

25 babys itting for John. So , no . 
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Q. But h e is capable o f looking after himself? 

2 A. Carl is very c apable o f looking after himself for 

3 a half an h our. He's a very independent child and h e 's ... 

4 yes, absolutely, he is. 

5 Q. Your husband 's b een r egul ar on the child support, 

"' 6 hasn't he? .,, 

7 A. He s e nds it when h e feels like it. 

8 Q. Well, tha t's not my que stion . Have you gotten 

9 every check? 

10 A. When he feels like sending it, I get them, yes. 

11 Q. On a r egular basis . 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And the y come through the Juvenile Court. 

14 A. Yes. But I call from time to time ... like o n the 

15 17th if I haven't received it, to see if it's in , and, no , 

16 it i s n't in, and it's ... you know, I don't mean to be a 

17 chronic complainer, but that, that is very difficul t for me, 

18 to not know when I can expect it . I don 't make a l ot of 

19 mone y, a nd I, I take care of myself. I don't live off that 

20 four hundred dollars a month, so ... I, I was told at one 

21 time t hat it would be here o n the 15th and I would receive 

22 it on the 16th . No, i t's mniled on the 15th or when Carl 

23 decide s to write his checks for the mo nth or whatever, I 

24 guess. And I g e t it, you know, somewher e down the line, but 

25 five days is a long time for me. 
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Q. And that's caused you some p roblems with your own 

2 che cking account. 

3 A. I have problems with money, period, b8ca use I 

4 don't have any. 

5 Q. You, for lack of a better word , had some c hecks 

6 sent back to you. 

7 A. I have had che cks s e nt back, absolutely have, yes . 

8 Q. When you cash these checks--and I'm not criticizing 

9 you for your monetary problems , but what b0thers me--do you 

10 tell the t e llers that t ake t he checks that Carl is your 

11 husband and he works for ABC News and e verything 's okay? 

12 A. I don't understand what you're saying . 

13 Q. Let's try Leggett's. Did you cash a check at 

14 Leggett's and t e ll them that the check was good and your 

15 husband was a, was a news ( one word) with ABC? 

16 A. No, I ' ve ne ver told anyone that. I have been 

17 asked what my husband does, like they ask evc=: ryone. And I've 

18 said, "We ll, I'm divorced . " 

19 Q. You ' ve ne ver give n them Carl ' s name and a ddress ? 

20 A. Name and addre ss , no. I've said , "I' m divorced . 

21 My forme r husband works for ABC . I don't have a husband . 

22 I ' m divo rce d. " No . 

23 Q . Any reason that Leggett's would be calling your 

24 husband about checks? 

25 A. I don 't k now. I wouldn't give Carl's name for 

·----- - - - ---- -- ··- ------ - -
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anything. You know, I simply ... you're ... every time you 

I 

I 
I 
i 

I write a check ... every time I write a check, they want to 1 

I 
know where my husband works . Maybe someone has created this : 

as something else to ... you know, I don't know. That's the 

only time I've ever used Carl's name . I've never given his 

" 6 address to anyone. ~ 

7 Q. You did have problems with a check at Leggett's 

8 at Tanglewood. 

9 A. I had a check returned to Leggett's at Tanglewood, I 
10 which I paid. I laid away some things for my kids. 

11 THE COURT: What's the relevance of this, Mr. Melesco? 

12 Q. Nothing, your Honor, except that Leggett's at 

13 Tanglewood called my client. 

14 THE COURT: All right. Let's assume they did. 

15 Q. Well, if it please the Court, I don't care what 

16 she does with her personal life, but ..• 

17 THE COURT: What's it got to do with the custody? . 

18 And that's the only thing I'm interested in . We're h earing 

19 very little about that, but that's ... all I'm hearing i s the 

20 d ifficulty between Mr. and Mrs. Rochelle . They don't like 

21 each other. 

22 Q. No further questions, your Hono r. 

23 MR . ALEXANDER: I've no questions. 

24 THE COURT: Mrs. Rochelle, let me ask you a question, 

25 and I, I don't live in a glass house but I , you know, I'm 
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not immune from everything. 

2 EXAMINATION BY THE COURT: 

3 Q. Your father came up here and told me very adamant- j 

4 ly, said, "My daughter is not gonna take that car and go 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

pick up those children." 

A. I know. 

Q. Why would a grandfather say that? 

A. My father is very upset about a l ot of things in , 
I 

this. He's upset that I have had a lot of things said about! 

1o me that are not true, and I've not had a chance to, to 

11 respond to those things. My father is upset that he gave 

12 

13 

us a lot of things when we were married, now, not , you know , I 
tremendous, humongous things, but my parents paid for furni- : 

14 ture that is in that house now. In the course of that mar- I 
15 riage, you know, it was brought up the six thousand dollars I 
16 that Connie spent in so many months, but my father gave n 0--

17 they were in my name--but Carl has used them occasionally, 

18 and the children ... cars, two cars, so that's it. 

19 Q. Okay. Assume that all that 's true. He don 't 

20 even know ... I'm not worried about that. The only thing I'm 

21 interested in is why . .. 

22 A. That's it. 

23 Q .... a grandparent would do that in reference to 

24 the children. 

25 A. He did that in reference to me. 
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I 

Q. And you telling me that he refused to let you take j 
I 

2 the car is the most ridiculous thing on earth. 

3 A. Judge Davis, let me tell you something. My father 

4 had my car repossessed ... you can ask J. C. Terry at the bank 

5 ... last year. He had my car repossessed. 

6 Q. I don't care. It's ridiculous. It's ridiculous. 

7 A. I agree with you, but the point is I was so ... 

8 Q. And I don't believe any father in good faith 

9 would tell his daughter not to take the car and go to the 

10 airport and pick up the children. 

11 A. You don't b e lie ve my father said that to me? He 

12 told you ... 

13 Q. It's not ... I know that's what he told me, and I 

14 think he staged it ... 

15 A. That is what he said to me. 

16 Q. And I think he staged it. 

17 A. No, sir. 

18 Q. It's ridiculo us. 

19 A. No, sir. · 

20 Q. It's ridiculous. 

21 A. You don't know my father very well. 

22 Q. No , but ... 

23 A. I mean really. He ... I did not . .. he told me that 

24 I could not ... that if I used the car to do that, that he 

25 would take the car away from me. It is in his name. He 

~------------·-- - --
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co-signed the note, and he has to make tlv:; payment on that 

2 car b e cause . . . 

3 Q. Your father wouldn ' t even know better, Mrs . 

4 Rochelle, unless you told him, so it' s ridiculous . It's 

5 completely and totally r idiculous that your fathe r would 

6 tell you not to go t o the airport to pick up the children, 

7 or take the childre n. 

8 A. My f ather did tell me that, Judge Davis, because 

9 I have told him .•. 

10 Q. We ll, he may have, but it ' s ridiculous . 

11 A. Okay. I accept that. 

12 Q. Okay. All right. 

13 A. But I didn ' t ••• 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

: ~ . ) . 

i . 
i 
! 
i 

14 Q. So don't get o n ther e and tell me t hat your father I 

1. 
I 

15 forbade you to do cert a in things. 

16 A. He did . 

17 Q. You ' re a grown woman . 

18 A. He did . I know I am. Bu ·: I didn ' t have a 

19 driver ' s l icense .. . 

20 Q. Al l right. Tha t' s a n excuse . 

21 A. . .. and it was no insurance o n the car , a nd tha t i s 

22 whe n this whole l e tter a nd e verything else arrived. 

23 Q. I mean it doesn't amount to anyth i ng. It ' s got 

24 nothing to do with what I'm going to do , and I, of course , 

25 quite frankly, I don't know. 

- - - -- ----- ·----- -----·- ---' 
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I 

A. I .. . what I'm t e ll you, I tried to get my father 

2 to take them .. . 

3 Q. But can you imagine my father telling me not to 

4 go to Martinsville to pick up my children? 

5 A. There's a big differenc e . 

6 Q. Why? 

7 A. The difference is that that car belongs to him, ; 
I 

I 

8 and he told me not to do that, that I could n o t do that , and i 

g I asked him not to come and see you also. 

10 Q. But he didn't, he jus t .. . 

11 A. But I asked him ... 

12 Q. He made a ver y speedy trip . He just came in and 

13 said, 11 I just wanta tell you that my daughter is not going 

14 to the airport in my automobile, 11 period . 

15 A. I didn 't stage anything. I d i dn't want him in-

16 volve d in this in any way. I felt this wa s my load. 

17 Q. I don't think he should be except for love f or 

18 your children . 

19 A. I agree with you, but I can 't answe r for my father ~ 

20 I asked him ... 

21 Q. I'm not holding you res~onsible for him. 

22 A . I aske d him to take the children to the airpo rt 

23 that night , and that is when the whole t hing came about, wa s 

24 that I was not allowed to take the children to the airport 

25 b ecause I didn't have a driver's lice nse and no insurance on I 

I 
I 

L-------------- ------------ --·· - - -- - ·····. __ _ ___ __ ____; 
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the car, which is in his name. 

2 Q. Well, you shouldn't drive with no operator's 

3 license and no insurance. 

4 A. That's what I was trying to explain . 

5 Q. I know, but that 's not what, you know ... 

6 A. And then after that ... 

7 Q. Then we got down to gas and oil and tires, and 

8 that's the thing that bothers ... 

9 A. That's right. That's what, that's what I was told~ 

10 And I needed that car to take my children ... I had no way of 

11 getti ng another car. I didn't, period. That was it. And 

12 if that is taken, then I don't have one because I can't 

13 afford one. And if it sounds like a sob story, it's the 

14 truth. 

15 Q. It's not a sob story . I just don't understand the : 
I 

16 hatred, you know. 

17 A. Well, there is a lot of anger, yes, and that wa s 

18 directed, I feel, towards Carl. I do not fee l that it was 

19 dire cted towards my children, and I don' t feG l that my 

20 fathe r was really thi nking of , that he was thinking about 

21 the child r e n. I think h e wa s thinking about his personal 

22 feelings about Carl. 

23 THE COURT : Mr. Alexande r, do you have a ny further 

24 questions of this lady? 

25 MR. ALEXANDER: No, sir. 
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THE COURT: Mr. Melesco? 

2 MR. MELESCO: No. 

3 THE WITNESS STOOD ASIDE. 

4 MR. ALEXANDER: Your Honor, that's all that we have . 

5 THE COURT: Anything you gentlemen want to tell me? 

6 MR . MELESCO: I feel like asking the Court does the 

7 Court really want to hear anything. 

8 THE COURT: Let me ask. Mr. Rochelle, these children 

g are taking swirruning l e ssons, and t can appreciate the im-

10 portance of the swimming lessons to them. It's more imper-

11 tant to them than it is to you and myself . And they'll be 

12 through Friday. Is that correct, Mrs. Rochelle? 

13 MRS. ROCHELLE: Yes, sir . 

14 THE COURT: Do you have any objections to c ompleting 

15 the swimming lessons for Thursday and Friday before you pick 

16 the children up? 

17 MR. ROCHELLE : No, sir . 

18 THE COURT: I mean really, you know, it 's graduation . 

19 You know, "We did it all together," and I can understand 

20 that. I think your objection is one of principle ra ther 

21 than the fact that it's Friday . Is that correct? And 

22 you ' 11 have the children for .. . 

23 MR. ROCHELLE: I don't have any objection to them 

24 finishing, and if that's the way it be , it is, there are 

25 two things: One is that I , I had hoped to have, take them 

I 
I 
I 

I ____ ____________ _J 
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back with me, and it mea ns now another trip . 

2 THE COURT: It doesn ' t mean anoth0r trip fo r you 

3 though , does it? 

4 MR . ROCHELLE : Well, either that or send them up on .. . 

5 MR . MELESCO : He could put them on the plane, on t he 

6 private p l ane th~t he's on today . 

7 MR . ROCHELLE: Put them on the plane today . .. one my 
-

8 a i rpl a ne today . . . 

9 THE COURT : Oh , I t hought you were flying ... ! thought 

10 you were flying commercially . I 'm .. .. 

11 MR . MELESCO : No . He ' s on a private· plane today, 

12 your Honor. 

13 MR . ROCHELLE: That ' s the reason I asked because I 

14 thought I coul d do this , and it was all agreed to , and 

15 there was no mention of any ... 

16 THE COURT: All right. I' m going to leave it up to 

17 you . You want to deprive your childre n, your cnild of 

18 swimming on Thursday and Friday, if you do, y ou can t ak e 

19 them today. 

20 MR. ROCHELLE : Suppose we have her, s ince it's h e r 

21 idea to keep them there , maybe if she would buy the pla ne 

22 ticket and put the m on ... 

23 THE COURT : I don ' t think she can af ford the plane 

24 ticket , Mr . Rochelle. 

25 MR . ROCHELLE: Okay. I ' m sorry. I ..• no, that ' s fine . 
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They can go there on Thursday and Friday, and have ... 

2 THE COURT: Mrs . Rochelle , would you put them on a 

3 plane Saturday morning please? 

4 MR. ROCHELLE: I'll buy their ticket, put th~m on the 

5 Piedmont . 

6 THE COURT: Saturday morning. All right. Anything 

7 else you . gentlemen want . .. 

8 MR. MELESCO: I think that there's s ome memorandwn 

9 earlier filed in this case, lots of letters, and I feel a 

10 little bit like the shell-shock veteran . I've been in this 

ll case from the beginning. Hopefully there 1 s a light in here · 

12 either coming one way or th~ other. I would only point out 

13 to the Court that, and I've told Carl that- -the Carl's at 

14 my house the last few days, stayed in my house b e fore the 

15 other h earings, that the Carl Rochelle that comes across in 

16 court is not the Carl Rochelle in ... reports or the Carl 

17 Rochelle that's in particularly in the r eport from Arlington , i 

18 or the Carl Rochelle d escribed by his colleague from ABC 

19 News that testified earlier in this mat~er. Everything we 

20 know about Carl Rochelle, the father, the reports from the 

21 Arlington Social Services, the report from the child 

22 psychologist who indicated that she's willing to testify, 

23 the report from his colleagues at work, p eople have come 

24 forward and talked about Carl Roche lle, said he's a good 

25 person and a good father. On the other hand, this is about 

------- ------· _ _ ____, 
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fourth hearing I ' ve been in with Mrs. Rochelle , and she has 

2 yet to produce a witness to t estify for her, and I find that 

3 extremely unique in a custody case. Nobody has come forward J 

4 

5 

for Connie Rochelle to say one good thing about her . The 

report by Mrs. Holsclaw earlier was f actua l and bland and 

! 
i 

I 
I 

6 didn ' t really get i n to the people. The report from Arlingtonj 

7 includes an interview with, interviews with nineteen people, 

8 and there are words such as immature, temperamental , things 

9 l ike tha t , and in contrast with the word , with words as 

10 stable and mature ..• ( 2-3 words ) . And it just s eems to me 

11 that these children are getting pul led around, and it's 

12 partially my client ' s fault, no ( one word ) that . It's par-

13 tially this lady's fault too . It just s eems to me that t he 

14 stability offered by Mr. Rochelle, his life style is 10:00 

15 a.m. to 7: 00 p.m. and a r e gular babysitte r, his love and his 

16 affection far. offsets this lady ' s plans of three nights with 

17 a babysit t e r and other nights d own in, down in Martinsville . 

18 And then this . whole probl em of the childre n b e ing tardy and 

19 twenty days of absence . Twe nty days is a l o ng time, your 

20 Honor. Kids only go to school about a hundre d a nd eighty 

2 1 days. That's one o ut of , once eve ry two weeks, or more, 

I 

22 that child is miss ing school, for reasons we don't know . The : 
I 
i 
I 23 only excuse that we have is that someti mes he's tired on 

Mondays . It just seems to me that Mrs. Roche lle just isn't 24 

25 doing right by the children , and I would ask the Court to I 
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award custody to my client. 

2 THE COURT: Mr. Alexander. 

3 MR. ALEXANDER: May it please the Court. There .have 

4 been memoranda of law written on this and a ream of evidence, 

5 and I wasn't present for that. 

6 THE COURT: If you want to write some more law, I'll 

7 be glad to have them, Mr . Alexander. 

8 MR. MELESCO: Please don't do that. 

9 MR. ALEXANDER: But, your Honor, I submit to the Court , 

10 that the last order awarding temporary custody to Mrs. 

11 Rochelle is based on the law and the facts as a (1-2 words) 

12 case at that time. We have a situation where she has had 

13 custody and possession of these children, that the, all 

14 indications are that they are being provide d a home in which 

15 they rece ive love ; they're doing well in s c hool; that she is 

16 concerned about their physical and their medical situation; 

17 whatever the y be; they are getting medical care ; "the y are 

18 being take n care of; they are not be ing negl e cte d; that they 

19 are in basically a stable h ome environme nt. We have the 

20 hearing today from the sta ndp o int of testimony ... most of the 

21 t e stimony clearl y establishe d that Mr. a nd Mrs . Rochelle 

n don't get a long. Well, obviously t h e y don't; the y' r e di-

23 vorced. It's a shame that some of this, as you see so o ft e n 

24 is spilling over into the r e lationship of the childre n. You 

25 also, I think, speaking through the years, some of t he 
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testimony that there's the children suying something to Mr . 

2 Rochelle, they ' re saying something to Mrs. Rochelle . We ll, 

3 that's not (2-3 words) shouldn't saying anything, but it 

4 happens in divorce c ases . Children wind up going back and 

5 forth with favors . But what we have her e is, Mr . Mel esco 

6 says, "Well, we have all of these people who ' ve t es tified, 

7 we've got statements from these people ," from the standpoint 

8 of a popularity contest . But yet, when the Court entered 

9 that order l ast August, there's not a showing here of a 

10 significant change of circumstances that would justify 

11 r emoving the se children from the custody of their mother . 

12 Now , I'm familiar with the McCle ary case, your Honor , which 

13 goes into Section 31-15 and the, ne ither parent, one way o r 

14 the other , but we have the all-othe r-things-being-equal 

15 situation whe re there is a r ebuttabl e presumption at any 

1G rate, the children of tender years be better with thei r 

17 mother. Cle arly , Mr. Rochelle has , has more money avail able. 

18 But yet the home environmen t as given in the r eport of Mrs. 

19 Holsclaw as provided right now, is a stable, a good home 

20 envi ronment. We don ' t h a ve a ny inmoral situation the re . 

21 We, what we ha ve is a woman who is trying to provide for her 

22 childre n the best that she c a n. Now , it was interesting 

23 li s t ening to .Mr. Rochelle 's t es timony . I'm sure he 's a 

24 fine gentl e man. I don ' t know him. I've neve r laid eyes 

25 on him before today. But whe n the man take s the stand ·and 

~--------------- · - - - ··- --- -----· . _ __ _ _J 
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he's testifying, his testimony goes not to--and I'm sure he 

2 loves his children and the children love him--but with him 

3 the situation where he testified, "My plans are messed up by 

4 

5 

6 

this. What I want. What I want. My plans. My plans." 

Ninety percent of that testimony that came acros s was jus t 

that way. And I submit to the Court that children are in 

7 ~ stable enough environment now, and that no evidence suf-

a ficient to change anything that happened prior, as of August 

9 of last year by the Court •.. there's no evidence necessitat-

10 ing a change. And I .submit that in a hearing of this nature 

11 at this juncture, the burden is clearly on Mr. Rochelle to 

12 e stablish that to grant him custody would be so much more 

1 

i 
I That's a paramount , 
I 

13 in the best interest of these children. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

thing ••• the paramount t hing here-- t he best interest of the 

children. That's what we're looking to. And I submit to 

the Court that at this time, the b es t interest of the chil-

i 
I 
I 

I 
•i 

dren lie s with custody with the mother, reasonable visitatio~ 

with the father, su!TUller visitation, Christmas visitation, 
I 
I 

visitation during the year~ And I feel like that upon grant~ 
I 

I 

ing that, that the two parents should perhaps remove s ome of J 

' 

21 their own problems out of this. That is, whatever problems 

22 they may have don't ( one word) them on the children because 

23 when this is ove r and done with, no matter who gets custody, 

24 

25 

they're still going to be the mother and fathe r of these : 
I 
I 

children. And at some point these children could turn aroun~ 

I 
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Mr. Alexander: 

and wind up .. i.few words). But custorJy belongs with the 

2 mother, your Honor, and I ask the Court to , to grant custody 

3 to the mother. And I say permanent custody .•• (2-3 words) ••• 

4 permanent custody of these children until the y r e ach the 

5 age of eighteen, subject (1-2 words). And custody should 

6 stay where it is, with tbe mother, so that she can get the 

7 proper medical attention when they need it without being 

a instructed. I see no evidence here to indicate any, any 
I 

g change •.• the memorandum or ..• Mr. Shapiro's letter of July 19 ·! 
I 
I 

10 THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Alexander. Mr. Melesco, 

11 anything else you want to say? 

12 MR. MELESCO: Just in response, I think that Mr. 

13 Alexander is a hundre d p e rce nt right on the l a w except 

14 nobody has custody at this point , so I t h ink the burden ... 

15 THE COURT: The only thing wrong, he said the burden 

16 was on you. The burden's on the Court unfortunatel y, I 

17 think. That's •.. 

18 MR. MELESCO : That's .... 

19 THE COURT: The t hing that bothers me . I ' ll tell you 

20 what I'd like to do . I'd l ike to see that both of these 

21 parents have an equa l opportunity to see these childre n, 

22 time-wise , r egardless of custody. That's what , but t here 's 

23 a l ong way from northern Virginia to Roanoke as far as chil-

24 dren are conce rne d. I don't know what I'll do. I'll l et 

25 you gentlemen know. I want to read the, go back and rehash 
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---------------- - -- ----, 
The Court: I 

what has already happened in the past, and except fur the 

2 fact that I don't know how that it would affect the chil-

3 dren, and I really don 't, I would like to know, by somebody 

4 trying it other than me, I would, I'm not adverse to joint 

5 custody. But I don't know, I don't know wha t affect it 

6 would have on the children. It might make--fo r want of a 

7 b e tter descriptive term--Army brats out of them . You know, 

8 here today, and there t omorrow, and I don't know that that 's 

9 good. But anyway, l e t me read it, and I'll let you gentl e-

10 men know something by the, certainl y by the middle of July. 

11 Thank you. 

12 

13 * * * * * 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~--------------------·------ -- - - ·---·· - ----- ---
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL 

The unde rsigned, counse l for lhe Plaintiff, Ca rl 

2 A. Roche lle, and the Defendant, Connie Gail Pe t e rs Roche lle, 

3 respectively, in the case of Ro che lle v. Roche lle, late ly 

4 pending in the Gircuit Court of Franklin Cou~ty, Virginia, 

5 heard by, the Honorable B. A . Dav i s , III, on No vember 14 , 

6 1978: June 6 , 1979 , and June 25, 1 980, do hereby aff ix t heir 

7 signature s to the foregoing transcript of the rec o r d o f s a id 

s case, as provi d e d by Rule 3:1, Se ction 3 (e) of the Rule s of 

g the Supreme Court of Appe als , to the e nd that the same may 

10 become part of the record on a ppeal . 

11 

12 1980. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Given under our hands this day of 

Da vid A. Me l e sco 
For the Plaintiff 

Charl es P . Al exander 
For the Defe ndant 

- - - - - - ---· - - - · 
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CUSTODY OroER 

'!his cause carre an again tD be .!1eard on June 25, 1980, upcn the 

Petition of Carl Arthur Rcchelle to be awarded custcrly of his two infant sons, 

Carl Art.Imr Rochelle, III, arrl John Alfred Rochelle; both Carl Arthur Rochelle 

and Connie Gail Peters Rochelle being present in person and by rounsel; • 
It appearing to the Court that at this tirre the custody of the said 

infants should, with liberal rights of visitation grante:J their father, ranain 

with their rrother, Connie Gail Peters P.ochelle, and it is so ORDERED. 

It further appearing to the Court that the two infants should and 

it is in their best interest to visit with their father, the Petitioner herein, 

as frequently as possible, it is, therefore, ORDERED that Carl Arthur Pcchelle 

shall have the right of visitation with said infants every other weekerrl be­

ginning Friday at 5:00 P • .M. arrl terminating Sunday at 9:00 P.M.; in addition, 

the said infants shail visit with their father one week during Christmas 

vacation fran school and three (3) days during Spring vacation fran school and 

further shall be with their father for a six weeks period during the surmer. 

Nothing further remaining to be don.:, it is ORDERED that this matter 

be stricken fran the docket with leave of either party to reinstate up::m 

1 

pr o?<=r petition f i led. 

An attested Cop'/ of this Order to be furnished Charles P. Alexander , 

Jr., Esq. , 111 East Buri.vell Street, Salem, Virginia 24153, and David A. r.~lesco 

Esq . , Rocky l·btmt, Vir g inia, attorn12ys for the ;:iarties hereto . 

I 

I 
I .· t - ..... , r. . J • 

1j 

:1 . 
. iL .· ·. 

I 

F1.fi'ER.: This 14th day of J uly, 1980 

r:~~te: - -.. . -
, . . . . ~ . ~ . . ' 

. .. 
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ing the 

quality 

3. Whether the trial court erred in mechanically 

years inference 

[Assignment of Error 3] . 

ERRORS ASSIGNED 

and the 

offered 

1. The trial court erred in assuming venue and juris­

diction over the matter of custody of the two minor children of 

the parties because the matter was not incidental to a cause 

properly pending before the trial court. 

2. The trial court erred in awarding custody of the 

two minor children to the mother against the manifest weight 

of the evidence which required ari award of custody to the father, 

it being apparent that the trial court failed to properly ad­

here to and apply the statutorily and judicially prescribed 

''best interests of the child" principle and there being i nsuf­

ficient credible evidence to show that the welfare and best 

interests of the children would be promoted b y awarding custody 

to the mother. 

3. The trial court erred in mec hanically apply ing the 

tender years inference to award custody to the mother, there 

being insufficient credible evidence to support that result 

and there being overwhelming credible evidence to . support the 

conclusion that the mother was unfit and that "other things" 

were not equal. 

~o 






