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VIRGINIA: 

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

Commonwealth of Virginia, ex rel 
Town of Mt. Crawford 

v. 

Virginia Electri·c and Power Company 

APPLICATION FOR HEARING ON THE APPLICATION 
OF VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY (VEPCO) 

FOR APPROVAL OF ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION LINE 
PROJECT 80-068 (WEST STAUNTON--HARRISONBURG) 

The Town of Mt .. Crawford respectfully represents the 

following: 

1. VEPCO filed an application on July 14, 1976, for approv 

and certification of West Staunton -- Harrisonburg Transmission 

Line and Valley Substation, Project No. 80-068, (Application No. 

67). 

2. The proposed line route, shown on Exhibit A-1 and A-2 

of the application, passes through the corporate limits of the 

Town of Mt. Crawford, Rockingham County, Virginia. The corporate 

limits of the town are set forth in the charter of the town, a 

copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1. A plat of a survey of 

the corporate limits of the town, which plat shows the proposed 

location of VEPCO's transmission line, is attached as Exhibit 2. 

A certified copy of a resolution of the Mt. Crawford Town Council 

declaring the survey to be the true corporate limits of the town 

is attached as Exhibit 3. 

. .. 



3. The Town Council of the Town of Mt. Crawford did not 

receive written notice of the above described application as 

required by §56-46.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; 

A consequently, the Commission's approval of VEPCO's application 

II was premature. 
4. The Mt. Crawford Town Council adopted a resolution on 

June 26, 1978, requesting a hearing on VEPCO's application. A 

certified copy of the resolution is attached as Exhibit 4. 

5. - Construction has begun on the West Staunton--Harrison­

_burg transmission line. VEPCO officials state that· the contract 

calls for completion of construction by January, 1979. 

6. The petitioner believes that construction of the line 
-

in the vicinity of Mt. Crawford would prejudice the outcome of 

the hearing that it is requesting. 

WHEREFORE, the Town of Mt. Crawford respectfully requests 

that the Commission: 

(a) hold a hearing on VEPCO's Application No. 67, 

Project 80-068 so that the Town of Mt. Crawford can be afforded 

an opportunity to present its objections to the location of the 

line within the corporate limits of the town. 

(b) restrain VEPCO from proceeding with further con­

struction in the vicinity of Mt. Crawford until the Commission 

has an opportunity to consider the objections of the town. 

Date _ ____.!...._0 ___ - _~_o_---""7_f __ _ 

TOWN OF MT. CRAWFORD 

oover, Jr. By 
Town of Mt Crawford Roscoe Bishop Mayor of 

306 Virginia National ank Building Mt. Crawford Town Council 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 2280~ (iC2 .. _ 
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EXHIBIT 1 

.-. 
.. ..... 

ACTS OP ASSmfBLY • 

13. The council of said town .:Oay paaa ali by-laws, rules, and ordi­
naocee, ·not repugnant to tbe. COilBtitution aud lawa of the atale, 
which it may deem necessary for the good order and government of 
the town, the management of ita property, the conduct of ita aft'airs, 
the peace, comfort, convenience, order, morals. health, and protec­
tion of ita ciUzena or their property; and to do auch other things, 
and pass such other by-Jaws and ordinances, aa may be neceasary or 
proper to carry into full effect any power, authority, capacity, or 
jurisdiction which is, or shall be, granted to or vested in said town, 
or in the council or oflicera thereof, or which may be necessarilY in­
cident to a municipal corP.Oration. • · 

14. The corporate lim1ts of the town of Clover shall constitute a 
school district, and the council ahall appoint, aa aoon as it may 
deem npedient, three trustees for the public achoola to serve one, 
two, and three yeara, respectively, and annually thereafter it ahall 
appoint a scboollruetee to aerve three yeara. 

16. From and after tbia act goes into effect, and until the coun· 
cilmen and mayor to be elected under ita provisions shall have been 
elected and qualilied, J,l\1, Pollard, George M. Allen, W. H. Heidel­
berg, C. A. Gregory, and A. V. Womack are hereby appointed council· 
men, and W. G. Morton, mayor, and may qualify before any justice 
of tbe peace of Halifax county, and thereupon shall constitute the 
council and mayor of tbe eaid town of Clover, and may organize and 
perform the duties of said council and mayor. 

16. Thia act ahall be in force from ita passage. 

C11u. 7.-Aa ACT to iocorporate the town of Moun& Crawford, in the count7 
. of Rockingham. 

Ap~roved Deceaber lt,l195. 

1. Be it enacted by the general assemhly of Virginia, That the 
territory contained within the limits set forth aud described in sec­
tion second of this act be deemed &nd t&keo aa the town of Mount 
Crawford, and the inhabitants of the town of Mount Crawford, for 
all purpoaea for which towna are incorporated in thia commonwealth, 
aball be a body politic in fact and in name, under the denomination 
of the town of llount Crawford, and as auch shall have aud aser· 
ciae and enjoy alllbe rigbta, immunities, powers, and privileges, and 
he auhject to all thn clulinll an•l nhlil("hnnR incuml••1ut urmn ancl 
turlaiuinJ( lu ""itllnwnuK a muulultml••urln•rcalinn. 

2. 'fhe bouudari1.111 of nad town 11ball btJ &11 fullowa, uamely : Be-
• ginning at the ford croa~ting North river below l'l~:~cke-;;,.. .. t.ridge; fol· 

lowiug north aide of road to Valley turnJ•ikP-1 c:rueaiug turuJ•ike to 
line between J. \V. Sherman and Mra. t:;. (!raun'a property; thence 
ou this line to Cook'a creek, followiug U(l the cbaun•tl or said creek 
to culvert at corner of Benja&Din ~witzer'• baru-yai'll: theuce fol­
lowin& J. A. Swit&er'a liue \o a coruer betweeu J: .-\.. ~witzer aud Wil· 



lf 
I. 

·. ~- ····-' -·· .. 

AM'R or~ ASfU:)tnT.\". 11 
• 

liam Branson; thence crossing road, followin., lin~t bfttween J. n. . · 
ltoller aod Baptist chur~h to a point in Peter Roller's r,ropP.rty on a . 
line with Bridgewater road; from this point to interRP.ction of Britl~P.- • 
water road and Valley turnpike;· from this point a dirP.ct line to· a 
point dividing the lauds of Samuel Whitmer aud Daniul · J .. andea; 
following this line to river, then down channel of river to the ford 
at the beginning. 

8. The government of said town shall be vested in a mayor and 
six councilmen, who shall be residents of and voters i.u said town, 
to be chosen annually by ballot on the second 'J;'bursday of Junt~~ of 
each year; their term of office to begin ·on the first day of July fol- · 
lowing. Any person entitled to vote in the county of Rockingham, . 
and residing in the corporate limits of the town of Mount Crawford 
three months previous to any election, shall be entitled to vote at all 
elections under this act of incorporation. There sha.ll be ten day•' 
notice given of all elections by posting notices at three or more public 
places in said corporation. The mayor shall appoint three qualified 
voters who shall preside as 'udges at corporation elections, and who 
ahall have the right to appo1nt two clerks or election, and shall bold 
aaid elections be.tween the hours of one and 6ve o'clock post meridian. 
In case where it cannot be decided who baa tbe largast number of votes 
by reason of a tie, one of the said clerks shall decide by lot. in the 
presence of three l'udges aforesaid. Immediately after each election 
the recorder shal make out and deliver to the mayor and council 
certificates of their election. In oaae a vacancy shall occur in any 
municipal office, the council thall elect a qualified person to fill the 
office for the unexpired term. The mayor and councilmen of aaid 
town, before entering upon the duties of their offices, shall be sworn 
in accordance with the law11 of the state. The mayor and three of 
the councilmen shall constitute a quorum to do businese. They 
shall appoint their time of meeting, which shall be once at least in 
every month, and when necessary the mayor or any three council· 
men may call a meeting. In the absence of the mayor, oue of the 
councilmen shall preside aa mayor pro tempore. 'l'he mayor and 
council shall have and uercise all the rights and powers conferred 
upon said officers by this. act until their succe111sors in oOice are duly 
elected and qualified uuder the provisious of ~bis act. 

4. The said couucil shall select from their owu number a treasuru 
and a recordl)r, and from the qualified voters elect a town eergeant 
and a cotnrnissioner of revenue. The treasurer ehall execute his 
bond before he ttutera upon the duties of his office in a. penalty dou­
ble the amouut of the revenue of the said town tbe preceding year 
for tho failhrul dischargft of hie duties. The Rf4rgf!amt, nl,.cted "" 
"'"''"IILirl I ,,,,(,,,, '"' '"''"'" II'"'" IIIIi ,,,,, i•·H nr ,, is unit!l•, Hfullf f!lf'f!ll h• 
hi1 boud, with Hucurily lu lm lll•t•rnvr:tl lty tim mmucil, iu "HUm rluu· 
blo the amount of the reveuuo of th1t said to"n tho prncoding yr1ar, 
and conditioned for the faithful daechargP of th1t •lutif!R of hie ollico. 
'l'he cotnntiRaionor of the reveuuo shall Jlf'rforna all thrt llutif!B in 
relation to the aeseesrneut of pr.J!lerty for tlut JlUrpoe~t of lfiVying the 
town taxes that may be ordereu by the council. 

-----------~~------------------
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J. R. COPPER, JR. LS, INC. 
LAND SURVEYORS • LAND PLANNERS 

1~21S S. Main St., Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801 

EXHIBIT 2 

Following is a survey report or the corporate limits or the 

Town or Mt. Crawford, Virginia, based on the facts and evidence or 

this surveyor in the year 1978. 

The quotes below are trom.the or.lginal Town Charter or 1895· 

"Beginning at the tord crossing North river 
below Plecker•s bridge;" 

Thts point was picked based on the water level and accessibility 

ot the river !rom both the Fast and the West sides. 

"following north side ot road to Valley turnpike," 

The road is visible and easiJ.1' established trom Route 11 (Valley 

Turnpike) West to the flooded area ot th~ river·. From this point 

to the tord, the road was established by depressions in the exist:in& 

banks. Due to numerous noodings the present location may vary 

slightly frOII) the original roadway which would be impossible to tind 

at this time. 

"crossing turnpike to line between J. W. Sherman and 
Mrs. S. Craun's property;" 

The J. W. Sherman (presently Paul. Phibbs) corner was established 
. . . . 

based on an old survey dated prior to 1895 and the Craun property 

(presently Paul Phibbs et.al.) did join the 71- acre tract. 

"thence, on ttns line to Cook• s creek," 

This line was established by the. above survq. 

"following up the channel of said creek" 

005 
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(2) 

The present stream channel was located and determined by 

checking old surveys to be in or near the same location as in 1895· 

"to culvert at corner or Benjamin Switzer's 
barn-yard;" 

It was determined and checked by extensive research that 

Benjamin Switzer's only applicabla property holding in 1895 was the 

parcel along the East side or Cook's Creek. The original bridge 

(or culvert) was located southwest or the present stxucture. This 

was checked by old surveys that call tor points on, near, or under 

the bridge. 

"thence rollowin& J. A. Switzer• s line" 

The J. A. Switzer (present]3 Fred Shank) property bordered on 

Cook's Creek and the old public road to Mt. Crawford. This line 

was re-established based on a conveyance tram J. A. Switzer to 

0. A. Layman·in 1904. 

"to a corner between J. A. Switzer and William 
Branson;" 

WUliam Branson (presentl;y Donald Hogan) owned the comer lot 

at the intersection of State Route 257 and. Valley 'l'umpike. Their 

common corner was established in State Route 257. 

"thenc~ crossing road, following line between 
J. B. Roller and Baptist church" 

The property line was re-established between the present 

cemeter,y and the J. B. 'Roller (presentl)' Fred Shank) _property. 

nto a point in Peter Rollers property on a 
line with Bridgewater road;" 

006. 



(3) 

Peter Roller (presently Theodore Craun, Sr.) owned 8 acres ± · 

on the Fast side or the Valley Turnpike. The old Bridge~ater Road 

was established by old surveys and highway plans. 

"from this point to intersection of Bridgewater 
road and Valley tumpike;" 

• 
The aligrunent of the Bridgewater road lias established: as above 

mentioned and the location of the Valley Turnpike· was determined by 

the above mentioned 8 acre survq and old highway monuments and 

plans. The old Valley turnpike was very close to its present-day 

location at this point. 

"fran this point a direct line to a point 
divi.ding the lands of Samuel Whitmer and 
Daniel Landes;" 

Samuel Whitmer (should be Whitmore) (presentq Justus Horst) 

acquired 2 acres, 2 roods, and 31 poles from Joseph V. Bolten in 

Deed Book 131 Pase 119. The Laymans• description of this property 

called for Daniel. Landes to own property to the southeast. It 

was determined that Bolten acquired the same tract_ from Noah Landes 

in Deed.Book 111 Page 266 with _the same Laymans' description. Noah 

Landes acquired 2 acres, 9 poles, and 6 acres from John Miller in 

Deed Book 2 1 Pase 455 with a survey of both. 111' conclusion :!.s 

that Noah Landes sold the 2 acres1 9 poles tract al.ong with a po~ion· 

' ot the 6 acre tract to make 2 acres, 2 roods, 31 poles. B,y using 

the swrve,r of the 2 acres, 9 poles and moving the eastern property 

line far enau&h to encompass 2 acres1 2 roods, 31 poles (2.69 acres) 

I re-established the. common comer between Whitmore and Landes in 

this manner. 

oo? 
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. ; ...... -~ ~-..)... -· ......... - .. 

(4) . ' 

.. . . 
"following this line to river," 

~e conmon property line between Whitmore and Landes .(both 

properties presently Justus C. Horst) was .established by the ab«?Ve ~ 

described method and extended to the m:iddl.e of the North River. 

. . : 

. . . 

"then down channel of river to the ford at 
the beginning." .. . .. ' . . ~ .. 

t •.. 

The river was relocated at the time. of this surve7 ~d . .. 
determined by old surveys to be ~l~se to its l.89S location~·. 

, .. 

. : 
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-··· ... : -· ~ .. ,.,.. .... -... -__ ·~. ····- .. -.- ... 

EXCERPT FROM 

SPECIAL MEETING OF 

MT. CRAWFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 23, 1978 

EXHIBIT 3 

· RESOLVED that the survey of J. R. Copper. Jr. dated . . 
October 16, 1978, of the corporate limits of the Town of 

Mt. Crawford according to the town charter is hereby 

accepted and declared to be the true corporate limits qf 

the town. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of a resolution from the Special Meeting of 

the Mt. Crawford Town Council held October 23, 1978. 

009 



. ··~ .· .. ··~··:···-·---·- -·-·-··-··---

EXHIBIT 4 

EX CERP'l" C. r 

SPECIAL HEETII~G OF 

HT. CRA\.:FORD TOU~; COUNCIL 

JUNE 26, 1978 

There follows an excerpt from the minutes of the Town 

Council meeting of the Mt. Crawford Town Council held on 

June 26, 1978. 

"The Council had a lengthly discussion concerning 

the VEPCO trhnsmission line project and considered 

the possible alternatives available to it in 

trying to get the line moved away from the Town. 

The Council heard· a report from the Town Attorney 

concerning additional work that VEPCO has done on 

the Towri boundary lines. The Town Attorney reported 

that a VEPCO certified surveyor has completed a 

survey of the boundary line, and their survey shows 

that the proposed transmission line is entirely 

outside of the Town limits. The members of the Town 

Council expressed an interest in seeing the evidence 

that the VEPCO surveyor had put together which leads 

him to this conclusion. Several mem~ers reaffirmed 

the Council's position that the proposed transmission 

line is within the Town's boundaries and that the 
• 

actual location of the boundaries in irrelevant to 

the P!incipal problem, which is that the.proposed 

010 
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line is too clcs~ ::· tr.e: community and 1~ ·~·: '·.'.:~ ... r:. :·,_:;o.~.:.;.;~ 
. . ·. .. ·• • . .. . . i ,· .. . .{. 

::::;::~::~::c::.~ L:~ :~.::~;:;~rl:f::~::r::;~ ..... .;_: .:\; :3];!:¥ 
discussion and or.. nao .. 1.on by ,24/ .!Je12.1¢~ . . r.:,., .·~. ,··.";".;;~· ;-'.! 

seconded by ~-~~ a~~- .... · . , . , . ~;. ·: ,~·· ."i'.· .• -~·.;~;-.t~·; 
~~ .· ·, • I , ~ . . : . '' • • . :0 • • .-~:.":t~ .. ~ ', 

. ~--=~- •.. ,!• .'•!.:"'.;; .. ~. 
was Wlanimously .· · t ·: · .. ;. •·· · • ·.;- .• • 

• \ •• •' • • ." • . I I. ... . • . .. . • ·. 
• •• ,; :. ~ • •• .:. ~ • • • ~ 0 •• ~ 

... . . . ... . ... : ·-~<. . .. ..: .. -~;-: ':!~·~ ~ ...... 

"RESOLVED that the State Corporation Co'DlDiission ~e ···.· .' . .'":.·tr·>,·: 
requested to convent; a hearing on the applicflt;oq: :.,.'·\~;·.~:· .~~.'·~:/ .. :~ · 
of VEPCO in connect1.on with Project 80-·068 .in ·:-,: ; . .· .· . .: ... •-· ~~ ·. 
order· to allow the Town of'Mt. CrawfoJ;"d to be:;::,.:·:·:-:-~ ;1<· ·~~: ··~·i· ~ 
heard on the ques;ion ·of the loc:ation of the· pro- :·, :, ·· .· ·;: .. .... ,. 
posed 2·30 KV transmission lin~. pres$ntly planne~ ·. ·;. ;· ~ ··.: .. ;, :; 
to be constructed along-t!he easter:n boundary o~· :·.:. :· : .. ·., .. :'.·~:~=.~. 
th fll li • t If . • • • • • • •• ; ' . • • • ·: • I·,. I ,' i '; ·'' 0 · e ... own m1. s. . : .· . ·:: : .. ..• . .. .. : .' :·.:· . . : . ... · .... : 1; 

• o ;• " I ,._' o o ~ ·' ', o !"' 

. ~ ·. . . . . . : . ;· . . ....... · .. . : ·.• ., . ~· .; ;;~· :::\: 
I he.reby certify .that.· ,the for~goin~· is a t~ and .corre~t ·. ·~:-... :. 

o I ,·· • 'o ,o• o '. o; =·. 'o , I 00 ,I, 

copy of excerpt• from the· Speci~l· J1e~t:i.ng of ... ~·· ~t •. C;ra~~ord.:::_··::· · 
• • • • .• • .r • • t • • • ·: ' . • • • • . • ' • .~ .~ . • ~ • ·~ • ; ;, 

Town Council held June 26, -~97~. 

.. • · ..... 
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STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

AT RIC&~OND, Jk~UARY 10, 1979 

C0!'-11.'\ION\\'EALTH OF VIRGINIA, ex rel. 

TOh"N OF MT. CRAWFORD 

v. CASE NO. 20084 

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COl'1PANY 

In Re: Request of Town of Mt. Crawford . 
for hearing on construction of transmission 
line from West Staunton to Harrisonburg 

ORDER PROVIDING FOR HEARING 

· It appears that on July 14, 1976, Vepco filed Appli-· 

cation No. 67, which was assigned Case No. 11655, seeking a 

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to construct 

and operate Project No. 80-068, which includes a transmission 

line extending from West Staunton to Harrisonburg, that 

construction of the line was authorized by Commission Order 

dated February 23, 1977, and that construction has begun in 

and around the To\vn of Mt. Crawford; 

It further appearing that the Town of Mt·. Crawford has 

filed an "Application For nearing on the .h.pplication of 

Virginia Electric and PO\.,er Company (VEPCO) for Approval of . 
Electrical Transmission Line Project· 80-068 (West Staunton -

Harrisonburg-) •• wherein said town states that the trans­

mission corridor approved by the Commission's aforesaid 

Order of February 23, passes through the town corporate 

limits, and further, that said town did not receive notice 

of Vepco's applicati~n nor a reasonable opportunity to 

present any objections to ·the location of the co~ridor, and 

012 
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the to\·m requests that it be given an opportunity to be . 

heard so as to present its objections to the ~reposed corridor; 

. It also appears that Vepco has responded to the aforesaid 

application filed by the Town of Mt. Crawford and stated, 

among other things, that the transmission line in issue does 

not pa·s·s through the corporate limits of the Town of .t-1t. Crawford, 

that formal notice to the town, therefore, was not required, 

and that if notice had been required the Town of Mt. Crawford 

had actual notice; 

. It further appears that the town and Vepco have met on 

several occasions in unsuccessful attempts to resolve their 

difference; 
" It finally appearing that both the town and Vepco have 

requested the Commission to schedule a hearing·for the 

purpose of r~ceiving evidence on whether there are reasonable 

alternatives to the line corridor approved by the Commission's 

aforesaid Order of February 23, 1977, reserving unto the parties 
. - . 

the right to argue at a later date the questions of whether 

.the transmissio~ line is within the corporate limits of the 
' . 

Town of Mt. Crawford and the adequ~cy of notice; 

NOW, THEREFORE the Cowmission, having considered the 

foregoing facts, representations and understandings of the -·-.:..-parties, is ·of the opinion and f~nds that a hearing confor~ing 

to the procedure hereinafter provided be scheduled for 
. '; . 

10:00 a.m., January 23, 1979, in the Commission's Courtroom, 
·...:...... .. 

13th Floor, Blanton Buiiding, Richmond, Virgi~ia, and it 

hereby is so ORDERED. 

01.3 
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The procedure for the bearing shall be as follows: 

A. Beginning at 10:00 a.m., opening statements from 

counsel which should be limited ~o seven minutes; 

B. The Town of Mt. Crawford will next present its 

witnesses supporting· an alternative route for the 

transmission line, which witnesses shall be subject to 

reasonable cross-examination; 

c. Vepco may next offer evidence in"response to the 

town's position, subject also to reasonable cross­

examination by the attorney for the t_own. 

D. The parties will then be expected to make specific 

recommendations of findings and like recornruendations 

for fur~her' procedural_ steps deeme~ necessary or desirable 

for proper disposition of th~ issues. 

l'1e further ORDER the Town of Mt •. Cra'.vford to file with 

the Commission, on or before January 17, 1979, with a copy 

to Vepco.'s c~nsel, ·a statement setting forth: (a) ri~es of~· 

witnesses to be presented, and the subject matter to be 

addressed by each; (b) a description of the alternative 
' 

route to·be presented and the reason~-therefor. This state­

ment by the town is intended to result in a more adequate 

response from V~pco at the time of the hearing. 

AN ATTESTED COPY hereof shall be sent to Guy T. Tripp, III, 

. Esquire, Hunton & Williams, 707 East Main Street, P.O. 

Box 1535, Richmond, Virginia 23212; Lawrence H. Hoover, Jr., 

Esquire, Hoover, Hoover & Penrod, Attorney at Law, 306 

Virginia National Bank Building, Harrisonburg, Virginia 

22801; and attested copies shall be delivered to the Cpmmission's 

Division's of Energy Regulation, and Economic Research and 
A True Cc':JY , ~ c? 

..... , .---? - . , . .,...·? 

Teste: ~Ct.-:~ . .- • C!7 
Oi 4 Clerk ot State Corporation Commission, 

Development. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

CO~~ONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, ex rel. 

TOl.JN OF MT. CRAWFORD 

v. CASE NO. 20084 

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY 

In Re: Request of Town of Mt. Crawford 
for hearing on construction of transmission 
line from West Staunton to Harrisonburg 

NAMES OF WITNESSES AND SUBJECT MATTER 
AND DESCRIPT!ON OF ALTERNATIVE ROUTE 
TO BE PRESENTED AND REASONS THEREFOR 

AT HEARING SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 23, 1979 

The Town of Mt. Crawford respectfully represents the follow­

ing in response to the Commission's Order Providing for Hearing 

dated January 10, 1979: 

a) The names of proposed witnesses and the subject matter 

to be addressed by each are as follows: 

1. l-fayor Roscoe Bishop - Objections of the Town of 

Mt. Crawford to the location of a portion of the corridor 

for the transmission line from West Staunton to Harrisonburg 

Project No. 80-068, authorized by Commission Order dated 

February 23, 1977; 

2. Edward Jennings, Rockingham County Planner -

planning background re Town of Mt. Crawford's objections 

to transmission line and evaluation of possible alterna-

tives; 

3. Richard Collins, Chairman, Planning Department, 

School of Architecture, University of Virginia - evaluation 

of planning considerations re existing transmission easement 

OJ.S 



and possible alternatives; 

b) The alternative route of the transmission line near the 

11 Town of Mt. Crawford which will be presented is described as 

follows: 

Beginning at a point in the present right of 
way, said point being approximately 1250 feet south 
of the int~rsection of the above right of way with 
the North River, thence extending with a proposed 
new line in a northeasterly direction approximately 
3000 feet to a point just east of the intersection 
of U: S. Route 11 and North River, thence in an easterly 
direction along and with the flood plain of said 
river to a point near the intersection. of the above 
River and the western line of Interstate 81, thence 
along with and parallel to the above Interstate 81 
a distance of approximately 4500 feet, crossing 
Highway 867 to a point near the intersection of the 
above line of I-81 and the southern line of State 
Route 682, thence leaving said I-81 in a northwesterly 
direction and diagonally crossing State Route 682 to 
an angle point in the present right of way line, said 
angle point being approximately 1000 feet north of 
State Route 682 and in the Roller land. 

The alternative route was chosen since it would have less 

adverse impact on the scenic, environmental and historical assets 

of the area concerned, particularly the Joel Kidd property, which 

has historical value, the farm land and potential development 

land between the Town of Mt. Crawford and the interstate highway, 

and the proposed residential development land within and just 
I 

outside of the Town, and the orderly'development of the Town in 

general. Details of the above will be presented by witnesses 

and demonstrative evidence during the hearing and may also be 

obtained by telephone inquiry to counsel for petitioner. 

Crawford 
Building 

016 



I certify that an attested copy of the foregoing was mailed 

to Guy T. Tripp, III, Esquire, 

day of January, 1979. 

~ ... '· : , 
... . )~ 

this 16th 
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COMMONWEALTH O;F VIRGI.NIA 

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

Commonwealth of Virgi.nia, 9· rel. 

Town of· Mt. Crawford 
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CASE NO. 20084 

DATE OF HEARING 
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10 :OS a.m. '!b! camdssion 

xesumes it's session. 

CCJ.t.1ISSICNER SBANNCN: Mr. Jt)gers, do you 

have anyt:hinq in the way of a pJ:eliminary statement? 

MR. RJGERS: Yes, sir, if I CDll.d. I ~d 

take just a few secl)nds to bring the ease into 

perspective. 

In 1976, Vepoo sought and eas issued a 

certificate of public convenience and necessity 

. authorizing it tO a:mstruct a transmission line 

flDil West . Staunton to HarriB>l'll::ur9. 

This past year, the Town of Mt. Crawford 

filed an application for a llearing on the application 

of Vepoo for app%CVCll of that line. Of course, 

that time for :reconsideration of that Order has 

passed. 

However, the Town amtended that the trans-

mission line passed throuqh the Town of M:runt Crawford. 

It further ccntended that it was not qiven notice as 

required by the Ox3e and as J:eqUired by the camdssion' s 

Vepco, on the other hand, stated that the 

)22 

GARRETI J. WALSH, JR.· COURT REPORTER 
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10 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

transmission line did not pass through the town of 

M:mlt Crawfom, and that even if it did, - and 

Mr. Tripp will correct me if I am wz:cnq - that while 

it was not given notice, per se, it was given - it 

had actual notice. 

'l!1e parties I think have been mst cx:JOperative 

and they have said let us bypass those questions for the 

time being, and get to the m:n"e important question: Is 

there an altemative that Vepco should have considered? 

'!bat is why 'A! are. here today. 'lb! prccedw:e 

6 

set forth in ~ Order of January 101 19791 the pmcedure 

will be as follows: Just outlines, openinq statarent, 

the Town of Mt. Crawfom will present it's witnesses, 

Vepco cross examines, and Vepco to present it's :resp:mse, 

and then ~ close out. 

cn.HISSIOOER ~: Mr. Rlgers, isn't this 

sanet:hing that can be worked out between the parties? 

MR. KXiERS: we tried for about six mnths. 

we tried for nearly a year -

~SSICNER ~: '1!lere is m way that 

lCU all can get tcgether on this t.hing? 

MR. KXiERS: we net in Riclm:md, in the library, 

~ met in the '!Own of Mt. crawford, and ~ have beeri unable 

23 
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to resolve it. 

CXJ.!.fiSSICNER SHANNCN: '!be camdssion 

thinks this is satet:hinq that absolutely sl'olld be 

'.«Xked out am:mq the parties. New, 1>.11! can hear it 

and 1>.11! can listen to the testinaly, but we m:e goinq 
I 

to decide it. We can decide it. But it seems to me 

that in the interest of the 'lbwn, in the interest of 

Vepcx), Mr. Tripp, that if ~Je give l'DU a few minutes here 

do you think l'OU could CCIII! to sane sort of umerstanding? 

MR. KQ!RS: Judge, I presided over a meet.i.DJ 

in Richnond that took over a year's time. Mr. Wittine 

went out to Mt. crawford, and we tried our darnest to 

resolve it. 

CXM-n:SSiamR SJmNNm: What is the inpls5e, Mr. 

MR. KGERS: 'l!1e fact that the Town believes 

they have an intexest in keeping it ~Nay f%an where it 

is. 'lbere m:e alternatives to be dewloped, and Vepco 

believes there are not, am they MW.d like for the 

a:mnission to see if you think there m:e alternatives··.to 

be developed. 

aMr1ISSI<:m:R ~: All right. We will 

proceed then. Mr. Hoover? 

GARRETT J. WALSH, JR.- COURT REPORTER 
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MR. HOOVER: May it please the Court, this is 

Dale Davenport, my junior partner, and we are here 

n!presentinq the 'ltM\ of Mt. Crawford. 

8 

As Mr. Jt)gerS has said, the 'lbwn did not receive 

notice under Section 56-46.1, and that eame to our attention 

- the Town made inquiries about whether they had any 

right to have a voice in the detennination of the location 

of the line. It led to the meetinq that Mr. R::)gerS 

described. OVer the past eight or nine JrDnths owe have 

teen attarptinq to take a look at the possibilities of 

settlinq this. 

~purpose of the hearinq is to give the 

'lDm an opportunity to express its objections to the 

Camdssion. It • s objec tions to the location of the 

line that row is cited through the eastem portion of 

.the Town, alongside the whole town, really, and that 

will be shewn £%an the descriptions and the maps. 

We do ~iate the cxq:m"ation of the staff. 

We l".ave made sane efforts to settle the rcute, and 

they have been very helpful in hosting meetinqs in an 

effort to do that. I will just add as a exttitent 

that I think there may have been mre real possibility 

of a sett1E!I'IB1t had it not 1::een for the issue of the 'lbwn · 
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l:x:Nndaries. It sort of injected a side issue into the 

ease. And tNe got stuck on the town :tnmdaries. 

Sirlce then the '1bwn has had a survey, it has 

had it certified with R:x:kingham Chunty, ·which I find 

9 

just mw has been signed in the statutory section locating 

the town !:ouamries between county and town. 

CCMfiSSICNER BP~..DSHAW: Mr. Hoover, how can 

a line be an issue? 'Ibwn boundary. 'lbat is sanethinq 

that is fixed, isn't it? 

MR. HOOVER: 'l!le town J:x:nmdary? '!he town had 

never had a survey, Your Homr. The Charter dates back 

to 1895, ~ the town had never had a survey for 

bourtdary purposes. 

CXHfiSSICNER BRADSHAW: But ycu do row? 

MR. JI:0\1ER: We do rrM, yes, sir. 

CCHo!ISSICNER BRADSID\W: When did ~ get this? 

MR. HOO\TER: The survey? 

o:M«SSIC!mR BJW>SHAW: Yes. 

MR• ~: It was in August. 

cx:M-1ISSimER BRADSDHAW: 1978? 

f.1R. HCX:WER: '78. In that period - in t"le Fall 

of '78,when it was finally staked- and certified and adopted 

:by the 'lbwn, and since then been adopted by the town and 
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the county which have adjoining J::x:rumaries. 

<:..'CMD:SSiamR ~NN<N: ~ a certified 

engineer has placed the line within the town bourdaey? · . 

MR. ll:nlER: Yes.. 'n'1e certified engineer 

is here, Mr. ccCper. '!he 01arter fran which the b::Jundary 

was drawn was actually assembled in 1895, and it was 

like going alonq the creek to J. H. SWitcher's barnyard. 

It didn't have any l:oundaries on it at all. It was 

sanething the town had been t:hi.nJdng of doing for years, 

and finally it did it, am it is located new definitely. 

cn.M!SSI~ BRADSHAW: And what Judge 

Shannon just reported, it is new inside the survey? 

MR. HCX:l'JER: 'ltle line? 

CCMf!SSICNER BRADSHAW: The line. 

MR. HCXNER: Yes, it is. 

~SSiamR BlW)SHA"t-1: How far? 

MR. HOOJER: Well, we brought an overlay which 

shows it on the map there, and if we could just -

CCM-1ISSICNER SHANNCN: W! will let you do 

that. 

MR. HOOJER: 't-1e will shew that graphically 

on the map. 
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<:XM1ISS.ICNER BJW)Sif1fi.: When did you actually 

:receive arr:t kind of notice? let • s assme you didn • t 

get the fomal. legal notice. When did you have 

mnstructive notice? 

MR. HOOVER: It is kind of interestinq. 

'l!1ere was an advisory cxmnittee appointed by the Totm 

and county to do the l.arx1 use· plan, and when they had 

one of their neetinc;Js in April of 1977, the planners had 

developed a IIBP of the town shctd.nq the pmposed develqrrent 

of the '.lbwn, and they discussed it with the Citizens 

a::mnittee, and one of the participants in that meeting 

said: Hey, that is not going to \tlerk, because VeptX) 

has an easement and has pemission to go across that 

portion ~ch you have chosen for your prime residential 

develq:nent, and that was the first tim! the people who 

are w:rkinq on the land use plan and the town council 

knew about the permit being granted. And that was :reported 

back to the town council at the next town cxruncil meeting. 
\ 

CX!f.1ISSICNER BRADSHAW: '!hat was April of 

1977? 

MR. !mVER: Jl.pril '77 when that meeting was 

held. 

028 
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1 12 

(. 
2 l'7e will call tcday three witnesses J lQl 

3 
will hear f:t'Ol'R the M:lycr, wh:) was the Mayor at 

4 that time, and he will qive lQl a smmary of the 

5 objectives of the '!bwn fzan his point of view - £%an 

6 
the 'D:Iwn COUncil's point of view - to speak for the 

7 Council. 

8 
1'1:! also will call the County Planner, ~. 

Iarl:y Jennings, t.bl has been on the planning staff 
9 

10 
for several years, and wh:) was involved in the developtent 

11 of the 'lbwn and County planning effort, was on the 

(. 12 staff when his plans \om'e being developed, and was 

13 involved in the change fran the desirable plan to the 

14 ale ~ch has teen affected by the easement that oanes 

15 thmugh the town. 

16 And finally, we will call tJr. Rich <l:>llins, 

17 who is the head of the Planninq Iepartment at tl"e 

18 university of V.irqinia, who has done an evaluation of 

19 the planninq aspects of the location of this line, 

20 especially in terms of the Federal criteria that 

21 he has examined with mspect to the masons this . 

22 shculd be considered, and also will testify about 

23 his evaluation of the pmposed alternative, which 
(:· 

24 we have sutmitted in accordance with the Court • s omer 

-~-·~ 
"'~..,. 
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five days ahead of this hearing, a ·p:oposed altemative-­

which ~ skirt the .town a· bit m:re so that it 

\«nlldn't interfm:e with the develqment of the town. 

C(MqSSI<EER BRAI:SHAW: All right. 

MR. RXJVER: May I just say in closinq that 

one of the very positive values that has cane out '.of.­

this case I think is· the gl':OWinq awareness of the people 

in this Ccmmmity atout mw ilrportant it is to plan 

the future, am hew much they are affectei by outside 

influences. so I just feel very fortunate to have 

helped \«)rk with these-people ·wtx> have been very 

consisten~ in their stmng feelings al:out this, am 

in doing that they have had the opportunity, really, 

to look dawn the mad and see that .thinqs like this 

do have a ttarendous impact on their future, and also 

makes it focus on the values that are there for them, 

and how they want their town to develop. 

CXM!ISSictmR sm\NNCN: 'lbmk ycu, Mr. Hoover. 

Mr. Tripp? 

GARRETT J. WA.I...SH. JR. - COURT REPORTER 
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MR. TRIPP: Thank~' J\Jiqe Shanron. 

'Dds is a rather unusual proceeding that is before 

you today. Vepco's effort, I think I can say fairly, 

to accxmrcdate the '1bwn of Mt. Crawford • s interest 

in this transmission line. Perllaps we have gone teo 

far in tryinq to acxDiitcdate that interest. Iet me 

explain lx:M we view the natter. 

14 

li! discussed the citing of this transmissiOn line 

as early as 1971 with officials of Rx:kincJham Cbunty, 

the Board of SUpervisors, and the planni.nq people in 

Jtx:kinqham County, - this is 1971. 

As you well krD'1, the planning of this trans­

mission system takes years. So it started eight years 

ago now, talldng with tmse people. And as I understand 

it, at that time mttil this present nment, the planninq 

people of R:x:kincJham COunty perforned a land use planninq 

function for the ·town of Mt. Crawford. 

So it was certainly known for years ·that they 

were planni.ng this transmission line. We filed our 

Ccmnission in 1976. We published notice in the newspapers 

in the area, as well as aqain sel:Vinq notice on ~ 

Cc\mt.y. One landowner requested a hearing. We "--rked 
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with that landowner, and he beecme reconciled to the 

writinq of the right-of-way, and wittm:ew his xequest 

for a hearinq, and the Ccmnission then issued an Order 

15 

approving our application for this right-of-way. And 

that Order was lssued in February of 1977, nearly 

Earlier this year, the Town of Mt. C:rawfo!:'d -

I think it amse atout ~.pril, the earliest t.~t I 

know of any question arisinq, and basically the position 

of the Town of ~. Crawfom was their 'lbwn COUncil 

was a:mcerned with the land use matters that foeued on 

the location of the transmission line, and didn • t like 

it, SOU9ht ways to attack it. 

'!bey alleged that part of this right-of-way 

is in the 'lbwn of Mt. Crawfo:rd. We say it is mt in 

the toWn. It is a question about the town J::oundary. 

It is not in the town. We have a certified surveyer 

who says in his. opinion it is not in the town. We 

have a certified surveyer who says it is in the tc\o.n. 

We \en1: %0\md and amund a!xru.t that issue for sate tine. 

Not on the rreri ts of the location, as I understand, rut 

on the peculiar boundary question. We xead many tines 

the town charter issued in 1895, mXl I think it is 

o:l-2 
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16 

scmewhat ambiguous. N! couldn't resolve that question. 

The town is interested in where the town b:nmdary is for 

masons in addition to the reasons related at this 

pmceedinq. So it is a natter of substantial ccncem to 

them. 

It seems to us that it might be best mt to 

call on this camdssion to resolve the boundary dispute. 

Because that is mt the sort of thing this Ccmnission Q,es. 

It might have ramifications in other aspects of the law. 

In my letter to Mr. ~rs, of December 4th, we said 

we have a leqal riqht to build the line. We are not in 

.the town. It is oUr y;:csition rut' to. try to accararcdate· 

the town, am to avoid dealinq with this boundary di.sJ.:ute 

problem, - it is really sort of an inaR,n"Opriate forum. 

Iet's talk atcut the merits of the case. N! 

think the line is in. the right place no matter what the 

standing of the town is, even if they have stated they 

don • t have any objection on the merits. So we will c:ane 

to the Ccmnission, let the town present their c::x:.trplaints 

atx:ut the location of the lir.e, am we will explain to the 

Qmnission why --n:me of the masons presented by the town 

justify :r:econs:ideration of our certificate of cxmvenience 

and necessity. We think that ltDlld dispose of the· matter 

033 

GARRETI J. WALSH, JR.- COURT REPORTER 



I . 
\·· 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

.13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

17 

in the p:auptest way. Mayb! that is not the b!st way 

to address it. M!yt::e: -as ,;.t said, parts of this case 

is a little~. M! thought nayb! that was·the l::est 

way to do it, because it \Glld qive the lftJwlr· a chance· to 

state their concems, to·.hear their cu:g~, and~ 

m:e hopeful that the <l:mnission will recognize that there 

m:e concems bJ:Oader than just the Town of Mt. Crawfom 

if that necessitates t1'e line beinq where it is, and~ 

will say so. 'Iblt will resolve the matter. 

If that doesn't resolve t1'e ne.tter, then I 

quess we will haVe to deal with the }:x)un3ary dispute, 

and we wil:l have to go to the question of where the 

town 1::curxiary could reasonably l:e determined to l:e •-" • At 

the time we filed our application we had to qive mtiee. 

We hear recently it didn't exist. 'l!lat detennination 

didn't exist in 1971 and 1976. And~ can't be }x)ur.d 

by sarethinq done since the time we filed our application 

and the day this carmission issued an Order. 

As. I. see ·it, the pu:pose.~our - of our hearinq 

here tcday is certainly to look at the merits of the 

matter briefly, and· I am hopeful the o:mnission will find 

that the original omer not be J:eeXamined. If it has to 

be reexamined, then we m:e t:al.kinq about a ler¥fl:hy 

'!he reason we wanted to displse of the matter 
()34 
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as expeditiously as possible is that this line nust 

be carpl~ piatptly for a nunb!r of reasons. 

We are already w:rkinq on the line, and 

we \\Olld like to get this matter dispoSEd of. '!hat 

is our posture today, and if we are inpJsi.ng on the 

camdssion • s time, we apoloqize. we ~t this was 

t."le best way to pmceed to acoorttrodate the town. 

a:M1ISSICNER B~W: Mr. Tripp, let Ill! 

ask lQ1 a couple of questions l:efore we get started. 

Obviously, witlnlt hearing either side other than 

opening staterents, they have got an alternative route. 

. MR. · !'RIPP: Yes, sir. 

c:xM«SSI~ BRADSHAW: A deviation, or it 

might be a departure flDD the line that l'C\1 say should 

l:e brl.l.t as is, where it is. Why does that deviation 

- what is wrong engineering-wise. I don't even kmw 

what it is. 

18 

MR. 'l'RIPP: I can state that ~y.· _We have wi 

through the c:DlrSe of the afternoon than· can tell :you in 

· · · rrme detail. '!he pmblem with the location that they 

propose is that it ~d put it right beside Interstate-81 

for a distance, I think, of four thousand, five hundred 

feet. It is right up against the Interstate highway, am 

(}35 
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thmugh an exchange of Interstate-81. .And the FPC 

Qlidelines and principles that ~ are familiar with 

citing transmission lir.es say that lOU don't put a 

hundred and aenty-five foot tall transmission towers 

dawn an Interstate highway, and particularly with the 

sight alignrrent. 

If ycu are 90inq along Interstate-81, you 

would see this thing, and it looks like :you are 90in9 

to run right into it, as I understand it. It would be 

highly visible f%an the heavily travelled interstate. 

Our present al.igment would have it, I think, a litte 

over two thousand feet ~st of the Interstate. 

. It 11il0Uld still be visible, but not nearly as 

llllCh impact on the people traveling the interstate. 

'l!lat is putting it right along side the interstate. 

let me point out that to the ~st of the 'n:Ml 

of Mt. · Crawford is the Bridgeport ~. You just 

can • t put a transmission line close to the airport 

obviously, so really the only practical alternative 

19 

they could S\lg9est is putting it east of the town over 

toward Interstate-81, and ~ say that is non-ac:ceptabl.e 

eiting,am \E think~~ agree with that. The ncre 

angles - of course, angles cost nm:e, the line would be 

longer. There 't«tUl.d be substantial problems with landowners 
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wh:) ~ mw te.affected. There are sane hates through 

which the alternative l«JU1d practically go thmuqh the 

heart of certain banes. People who may or may not knew 

a}x)ut this· proposed xerouting. · our routing does not 

affect hates nearly m l!llCh. 

We just think the proposed new routing is 

sanethin;r that you l«)uld think is not justified. 

Olanging our alignment. We think you can reach that 

conclusion pretty easily. 

'Blat is the :reason we are here. 

CCM-1ISSICM!'!R BRADSHAW: You are obviously talking 

about mving it less than bD thousand feet. fb.t close 

is thE! altemative? 

MR. TRIPP: If I ·can put up an aerial photo 

I can show ycu very easily. 

~C!mR BRADSHAWt All right. 

MR. TRIPP: It may be helpful to have it up. 

· People am going to be constantly referring to it. 

CCJ.1MISSICNER BRADSHAW: Yes. I want to see 

~t we are talking atout before we start entertaini.ng 

the evidence. 

MR. TPIPP: I ~ 't try to testify arry ncre. 

MR. II:X)f}ER: 'lb! map slx:IWs the Interstate. 

It is sort of riqht here - it doesn't give ~ aey 
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21 

distance. It qives llOU a perspective of the Interstate 

next to the ~. 

MR. 'l'I<IPP: '!his is our present route. '!'his 

is our present :mute. 

CCJ.!t1ISSICNER B!W)SHAW: Okay. 

MR. '1'RIPP: Staunton is down here, about 

ten to twelve miles, approximately. Harrisonburg is 

up here, eiqht miles naybe. '!Ms. is - here is the 

'lbwn of Mt. erawfoxd, with !t:nlte 11 runninq thmuqh 

it, a:minq down riqht there. Here is Interstate-81. 

CXM1ISSiamR BIW>SHAW: Right. 

MR. TRIPP: Here, as 'We best umerstand it, 

is the pxaposed remutinq. 'ftley. \\10Uld depart fran 

our mutinq south of the town, oc:me over to the 

Interstate, go riqht beside the Interstate, up into 

the exchange area, cmss here, and go back to our 

line. For reasons I mentioned, -we think this is 

unacceptable transmission line mutinq practice• We 

\\10Uld have to have a large anqle tower here and h.ere. 

Obviously, the line l«>Uld be longer. 

CCMo!ISSICNER ~: Appmximately how many 

feet is that f~ I-81? 

MR. 'l'RIPP: ~ I understail, this is atout two 
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thousand feet here. 

CXM1ISSICNER SJWlNCN: What about the alternative? 

MR. 'l'RIPP: '1't1e distance between our routinq and 

their proposed routin9 and the Interstate, which is side-by­

side here, approximately b.a thousand feet, leaving out 

the width of the right-of-ways. 

CCM1ISSICEER SHANNCN: '1't1e al temative appears 

to be riqht along side of 81. 

Po!!' .• TRIPP: Yes, it tDild - their pleadinq 

filed with the cmmission I believe says adjoining 

-here it is. I will read the description of it. 

Renee, alonq with am parallel to the atutinq of 

interstate-81, a distance of approximately forty-five 

hundred feet, crossinq highway so-and-so. 

So they are suggestinq right along here 

(pointing) • one other thing. Then! is a creek that 

canes down here, and l\1e generally follow the flat plane 

of that creek. As ~ can see, theJ:e isn't l!llCh 

developrent in that area. I 't.lOn • t go into the details, 

but that is the general la}Qlt. Is this angle 

all right? 

a:M«SSICNER SH11NNCN: We can see it fine. 

'Blank }Ql, Mr. Tripp. Anythi.ng further? 

r-1R. TRIPP: I think that covers it pretty l\lell. 

()~9 
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3 f.1R. IIOOVER: I would like to call fo'ayor lbscoe 
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Bishop. 
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1 Bishop - Direct 24 

( 2 

3 ROSCOE BISHOP, 

4 a witness introduced on behalf of the Applicant, being first duly 

5 ~m, testified as follows: 

6 
DIRECT EXJ\MINATICN 

7 
BY MR. DAVENPOR!' 

8 

9 0 State your name. 

10 A ~scoe Allen Bishop. 

11 0 What is your residence address? 

12 A 233 Mill Street, ~\mt Crawford. (". 
13 0 Are you an elected office holder in the town 

14 of Mt. crawford, Virqinia? 

15 . A Yes, sir • 

16 0 What is your position there? 

17 A Mayor. 

18 Q lbw long have you been Mayor of Mt. Crawforo? 

19 A I have been the ~yor for ar.pr:oxi:rrately four 

20 years. 

21 0 Four years. were you on the town council in 

22 Mt. crawforo l:efore you becane Mayor? 

23 A Yes, sir. I was - I have been on the town c· . 
24 CXlUncil since 1966. 

()41. 
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Crawford now? 

A 

Q 

A 

Bishop - Direct 

About how ~any people live in Mt. 

Approximately three hundred. 

It is an incorporated municipality? 

Yes, sir. 

Q Mr. Bishop, explain to the Commission 

25 

a little bit about the history of Mt. Crawford, and tell 

them a little bit about what the town is like today? 

A Well, the Town of Mt. Crawford has a long 

history. Although it wasn't chartered until 1895, it was 

it started about seventeen hundred, and it was known 

by other names ; Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Stevens. Then, in 

about 1825 it started to really grow and expand. It 

has stores, taverns, saw mills'· flour mills, and pottery 

shops, etc. 

And one reason that it was really 

successful was that it was two routes to get into town. 

One was by the Indian highway at the time, which was 

later known as Route 11, and by North River. 

In 1835, Mt. Crawford had one of the 

first water systems, town water systems, which was build 

in lead pipes, and about the time of the Civil war,. this 

was dug up and used for bullets. In 1979, the town 

()42 
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1 Bishop - Direct 26 

(. 
.·: 2 was mostly residential. The people are going through 

3 a period of fixing up the homes, which date back somewhere 

4: to 1772. 

5 Q All right. This movement to restore 

6 old buildings, has there been a formal committee, or a 

7 group or anything like that sponsoring this? 

8 A Over the years, the town people have 

9 been taking on their own to fix up and restore these 

10 old homes. Mostly on their own. And more or less 

11 bring it back to the 1825 era. 

12 Two years ago, the town and the Ruitan 

(' 
13 Club o£ Mt. Crawford started a project they called 

14: "Old Fashioned Days," which ·bring back a lot of the 

15 products and the memories of that era, really. And 

16 of course there was a citizens advisory committee formed 

17 to set the goals for the town, too. 

18 Q What were the goals that the citizens 

19 advisory committee set? What are you talking about on 

20 this? 

21 A Well, to beautify, to preserve and to 

22 plan the future of the town. 

23 Q When did the Town of Mt. Crawford first 
(~. .. 

24 
realize that Vepco did intend to build the transmission 

an 
\J'*U 
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1 Bishop - Direct 27 

( 2 where it intends to build it? 

3 A The Town Council, at its May 1977 Council 

4: Meeting the council members -- that were the members 

5 of the citizens advisory committee formed the town 

6 council at that time. There was a proposed Vepco trans-

7 mission line through the town. 

8 Q How did the Town Council feel when it 

9 learned of these plans that Vepco had? 

10 A Very disturbed, because they felt that 

11 they were being run over without any say in the matter 

12 whatsoever. 

13 Actually after making some of these 

14: goals with the citizens advisory committee. 

15 Q What are some of the town's objections 

16 to the present citing of this transmission line? 

17 A Well, we would like to see it moved to 

18 preserve this -- this is a big growth area that we have 

19 -- the best growth area that we have. 

20 Q Where are you talking about? 

21 A Between -- well, to the east of Mt. 

22 Crawford. Right where the line that you see running 

23 now, the proposed line. That is the best growth area 

24: 
that we have, and it is hillside. Could be a really 
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Bishop - Direct 28 

good residential area. 

Q Okay. Let me ask you one more 

question. What the town council believes the town boundary 

is. Did the council feel when they had this line, that 

it was within or without the town boundaries? Did they 

think it ran through themwn or not, based on the town 

council's understanding at that time, before the survey? 

A We believed from the town council's 

standpoint, that this line was in town, and it runs 

through town. We have our town charter which dates back 

to 1895, which spells· it out other than just leaps and 

bounds. 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: When did you 

first get wind of this. map? 

WITNESS BISHOP: The town council itself? 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: No. You. 

WITNESS BISHOP: At the May meeting. 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW : You didn't 

know it was coming anywhere nearby? 

WITNESS BISHOP: No, sir. 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: M~y of 1976? 

WITNESS BISHOP: No, sir. I did not. 

This came as a shock to us, and like I say, we had 

045 
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Bishop - Direct 29 

two of the council members on this Committee, and they 

reported back to our May meeting, which they had a meeting 

in April, the latter part of April. The Citizens Advisory 

Committee. 

We have our con~cil meetings the second 

Monday of the month. So they reported then to the Council. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: How big is your 

council? 

WITNESS BISHOP: We have six members 

and the Mayor. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Anything further? 

MR. DAVENPORT: No, sir. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Mr. Tripp? 

(~46 
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1 Bishop - Cross 30 

( 2 

3 CROSS EXAMINATION 

4 BY MR. TRIPP 

5 0 Mayor Bishop, you said the population of 

6 Mt. Crawford at the present is about three hundred? 

7 A Yes, sir; I say approximately three 

8 hundred. 

9 Q What was it in the 1960's, or some date 

10 about that time? 

11 
A It really hasn't changed very much. It 

12 
has been right on themrder line. It hasn't changed 

c· 
13 

a good deal. Maybe one persent over. 

14 
Q Are you acquainted with Mr. Joel Kidd? 

15 
A Yes, sir. 

16 
Q Ho~ long have you known him? 

17 
A I would say approximately -- I have been 

18 
in town ever since 1964, so I could say that I have known 

19 
Mr. Kidd that long. 

20 
MR. TRIPP: Thank you. That is all I 

have. 
21 

MR. ROGERS: No questions. 
22 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW : I have one more 
23 c· . 

24 
question. You see that proposed line on the 
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1 Bishop - Cross 31 
( 

2 photograph up there? 

3 WITNESS BISHOP: Yes, sir. 

4 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW : You are taxing 

5 people, and when I say 'you are,' I mean City 

6 Council, you are taxing people that lived out 

1 there in 1976 for city taxes? 

8 WITNESS BISHOP: Well, sir, we have 

9 on our tax we have some sort of -- this is 

10 one reason we had a survey run to get this all 

11 straight. 

12 Now, we do have an order with the 

c· 
13 Rockingham County, that if there is more land 

lying in the town or lying in the county, it is 

15 taxed that way. This is mostly farm land owned 

• 
16 by one person. 

17 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: All that land 

18 is owned by one person? 

19 WITNESS BISHOP: No, sir. I am not saying 

20 all the land is owned by one person, but I would 

21 say three or four parties, but yet more of our 

22 land lies in the county than in town. so, they 

23 are taxed by the county. 

24 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: As I understand · 

........ 
\:':1.0 
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1 Bishop - Cross 32 

2 your answer, and I want to make sure that I 

3 do, on the proposed line, all of that land 

4 -- under the proposed line -- is on the tax 

5 rolls of•the County, and not the Town of Mt. 

6 Crawford? 

7 WITNESS BISHOP: Yes, sir, I think it 

8 is. Our bouandries go up there. We know where 

9 our boundries are. But yet more of the land --

10 say one farmer has more land in the county than 

11 in town -- so we did not tax him. 

c· 12 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: I see. 

13 

14 CROSS EXAMINATION 

15 BY MR. ROGERS 

16 Q What you do consistently all around the 

17 boundary. 

18 A Yes, sir. 

19 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW : This is all 

20 
the way around town. 

21 
WITNESS BISHOP: Right. 

22 
COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: If you live 

C.· 23 

24 

on the line, sixty percent is in Rockingham, and 

forty percent is in the city, the tax is paid 

(149 
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1 Bishop - Cross 33 

( 
·< 2 to Rockingham. 

3 WITNESS BISHOP: That '.s right. 

4 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Any redirect? 

5 MR. TRIPP: I have one more question. 

6 A follow-up of what was asked from the Bench. 

1 

8 BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

9 Q At the time Vepco filed its application 

10 on this line in 1976, the tax maps showed the entire area 

11 
covered by the right-of-way to be in Rockingham County, 

12 
and not the Town of Mt. Crawford, isn't that correct? 

t· 
13 

A Yes, sir, but the tax map it did, sir. 

14 
MR. TRIPP: Thank you. 

15 

16 
C~ISSIONER SHANNON: Thank you very 

much. 
17 

WITNESS STANDS ASIDE. 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 c· 
24 
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Jennings - Direct 34 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Call your next 

witness, please. 

MR. HOOVER: Mr. Edward Jennings. 

EDWARD L. JENNINGS, . 

a witness introduced on behalf of the Applicant, being 

first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HOOVER 

Q Will you state your full name, and where 

you live, and.your position. 

A I am Edward Lawrence Jennings, I live 

at 113 Shenandoah Drive, Maston Village. I am Planning , 
Director of Rockingham County for the last year and a 

half. 

·Q How long have you been with the planning 

department of Rockingham County? 

A I have been with the Department two and 

a half years. Originally acting as Senior Planner on 

the project team of the joint county planning program. 

Q About two and a hif years ago? 
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( 
1 Jennings - Direct 

2 A Yes, sir. August '76. 

35 

3 0 What is your educational and professional 

background? 

5 A I am a graduate of East Carolina University 

6 and I have a certificate of municipal administration 

1 from the Institute of Government, University of North 

8 Carolina. 

9 0 Maybe you can talk a little bit slower. 

10 A Okay. 

11 0 And when did you get your degree? 

c· 12 A In 1973. 

.13 0 Would you give a brief history, Mr. 

14 Jennings, of the Rockingham County planning program, 

15 with specific emphasis on the county/town planning 

16 program? 

11 
A The planned program of Rockingh&~ County 

18 
was primarily the offset of a citizens group of some 

19 
two hundred people in 1974, and the best I understand 

it was that it stems from a concern for agricultural 

21 
work in the county, and thro~gh that group and some 

for~y subcommittees with that group, a planning director 

23 
was hired in 1974, and they proceeded with looking at 

alternatives for growth in Rockingham County. 
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Jennings - Direct 36 

~irst of all, they·looked at the existing 

conditions, what they have there now, and came up with 

two volumes of existing conditions, and another volume 

of transitions and alternatives, as I said. 

In the alternatives, they looked at 

volumes -- four alternatives of growth in the county, 

one'being scattered as it was going there, another 

being county growth centers, one being concentration of 

growth in our incorporated towns, a couple of growth 

centers, the fourth is,-- I don't recall that offhand, 

but it was not utiliz.ed. 

Anyway, from that a land use plan 

was drawn up ·for the county. Looking at nine growth 

centers on the~unty land use plan, Mt. Crawford being 

one of the seven incorporated towns designated as one 

of those growth cities. Fiscal Year '75-76 for the growth 

year of Elkton, and then fiscal year '76-77; joint county/ 

town planning program proceeded further, with five other 

community services, and these were for five other towns •. 

So in continuation of Elkton -- excuse 

me -- there were five in all, two other towns worked 

independently, Mt. Crawford was one of those five for 

fiscal year '76-77. 
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Jennings - Direc t 37 

Q Could you give a brief description of 

the planning program as it involved Mt. Crawford in 

this joint town/county planning program? 

A Okay·. 

Q Ard could you please slow down, Mr. 

Jennings? 

A Yes, sir. I am sorry. In October 26, 

1976, the Citizens Advisory Committee went for the 

first time into the town of Mt. Crawford. It was 

composed of representatives of the county and the town, 

what would have been considered that community service 

area, or the town area. The citizens advisory committee 

was formulated in the fall of that year, and met monthly 

for approximately a year. One.fiscal year. 

It was in the spring -- April 26th of 

1977, --the following spring, that the land use plan 

was te.sted _. by the staff and presented to the citizens 

advisory committee. It was also at that time that we 

first received information from a member, from one or 

two members of the Committee that there was a proposed 

Vepco transmission line that would extend through the 

area that was proposed on the original land use plan 

as continued residential growth. 

()54 
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1 Jennings - Direct 38 

( 
2 Q At this time, did the town of Mt. 

3 Crawford have a planning commission? 

A No, sir1 they did not. 

5 Q When didfuey get a planning commission? 

6 A The contacted Rockingham County and 

7 the Planning Commission of Rockingham County became the 

8 planning commission for the town of Mt. Crawford in the 

9 fall of '77. 

10 Q Now, mr. Jennings, what was the Planning 

11 Department's reason for the first proposal that~u have 

12 generally described for the development east of the town? 
( 

13 A The reason for the proposed boundary to 

14 extend to the east of the town was that to the south, 

15 that area lies in the flat plane, to the west there is 

16 a sink hole. So -- also, with the area along the east 

17 of Route 11 there, the northeastern section of Mt. 

18 Crawford, is also residential. So it is basically those 

19 three components, and the terrain of the land there, on 

the northeastern sector of Mt. Crawford that lends 

21 itself to continued residential growth, and it is really 

the best location for residential growth of Mt. Crawford. 

23 
In addition, that area lies within the 

growth boundary as originally designated on the county 

~5 
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land use plan, as adopted. 

Q Wnat did the Planning Department do 

when it learned about the proposed easement going through 

that area on which a permit had just recently been 

granted? 

A Okay. Since the permit had been issued 

some two months before, I believe it would have been 

February 23rd '77, and then in April the Staff presented 

the land use plan, we saw no other alternative at that 

time other than to redraw the land use plan, and that 

was done during the course of the following two weeks, 

and then we returned to the citizens advisory committee 

and presented them a land use plan which relocated the 

residential growth to the western sector -- to the western 

side of town -- although we thought it was detrimental 

because of the sink hole being over there, and 

encompassing the proposed Vepco transmission line along 

the eastern side of town. 

Q Is the present location that is now 

within the~rridor that has been approved by this 

Commission consistent with the policies in the land 

use plan in the Mt. Crawford comprehensive plan? 

A The considered location? 

()56 
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2 Q The considered present location, yes. 

3 The one they have a permit for? 

4 A I would say it is inconsistent, because 

5 the primary objective of the oounty land use plan has 

6 been concentrated growth and to develop balanced 

7 communities with a balanced urban fall in those nine 

8 areas of Rockingham County. 

9 And this line hinders that growth along 

10 that section within a growth boundary. 

11 Also, I would say it is first of all 

( 
12 ·inconsistent with certain.policy objectives of the 

13 county land use plan, and also inconsistent with 

14 policy objectives of the comprehensive -- proposed 

15 comprehensive plan of the Town of Mt. Crawford. 

16 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Where is the 

17 comprehensive plan? I understand you to say 

18 the Planning Commission of Rockingham County 

19 was actually the planning commission for 

20 the Town of Mt. Crawford. 

21 WITNESS JENNINGS: Yes. 

22 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: When was the 

23 comprehensive plan adopted by the local 

24 planning commission? 

I'-~ 
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2 WITNESS JENNINGS: This plan has 

3 been presented to the local planning commission 

January of '7 8. 

5 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: January of 

6 '78. When was it adopted? 

7 WITNESS JENNINGS: It has not been 

8 adopted. This delay has created a problem, 

9 and I would say what would be the land use 

10 plan, that has caused the delay in adoption. 

11 COMMISSIONER SHANNON : But it was 

12 submitted to the group in January of '78? 

( 
13 WITNESS JENNINGS : Yes, sir. 

14 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: You say the 

15 plan is inconsistent, but I thought you redrew 

16 the plan when you learned of the line, and 

17 moved it to the west side. Why would it 

18 be then inconsistent? 

19 WITNESS JENNINGS: It is inconsistent 

20 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: -- with the 

21 
original? 

22 
WITNESS JENNINGS: I am also saying 

23 
it is inconsistent with the county land use plan. 

c·· 
'-.. 

The twenty-six policy objectives that pertain to 

(;58 
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c. 
2 that plan. The policy -- the theoretical 

3 approach of concentrated growth. It is 

4 inconsistent there, and it is inconsistent 

5 with specific town goals of Mt. Crawford that 

6 they had written up for their comprehensive 

7 plan. ··But the revised land u fe plan, the 

8 map itself, it would not be inconsistent 

9 with that. 

10 

11 BY MR. HOOVER (Continuing) 

c 12 

13 

Q Can you demonstrate that, Mr. Jennings, 

by showing on the map that was prepared the -- the 

14 first base map that \'aS done before the knowledge of 

15 the Vepco line. Would you jus~ go ahead and demonstrate 

16 that on the map? 

17 A Yes, sir. 

18 Q Can you explain that document? 

19 A Yes, sir. This is the original land 

20 
use plan that was presented to the Town in April of 

21 1977, and as I say, it is something that we made 

22 
and ultimately produced this land use plan in April 

(: 
23 

24 

to present to the Town. As I said, these are the growth 

boundaries approximately the same as those that are on 

Oo:J 
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county land use plan. This is the area here in question 

(pointing). Here and here (pointing). This area-- the 

sink hole being approximately here -- this remained 

agricultural, open space. 

The area here, flat plain. 

Q Can you orient the commission again on 

north/south where that lies in respect to Interstate 

A Okay. Interstate 81, Route 11, 

approxinately some twelve miles down here (pointing) 

and approximately half a mile to the interstate. 

COMMISSIONER. BRADSHAW : Approximately 

when was that plan drawn? 

WITNESS JENNINGS: This plan was drawn 

during the month of April '77. 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: After your 

survey, or before your survey? Did you know 

where the town boundaries were at that time? 

WITNESS JENNINGS: Before the survey. 

If I may, I would like to clarify that the 

boundries the town corporate limits that 

we have here are ones that our draftsmen drew 

up in drawing up the base map during 1876, 

and they are the corporate limits as known, 

060 
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(. 
2 . , tax maps, highway maps, and USGS Sheets • 

3 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Part of that 

4 is outside themrporate limits as indicated, 

5 is that correct? 

6 WITNESS JENNINGS: Yes; sir. 

7 Community service area of expanded growth. 

8 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Is that the 

9 area shaded in green? 

10 WITNESS JENNINGS: This would be in 

11 it also, andthis. This is flood plain (pointing). 

12 

( 
13 BY MR. HOOVER (Continuing) 

14 0 Excuse me, I think t~e is a misunder-

15 standing. The question was what is in color outside 

16 the corporate limits? 

17 A Oh, yes, sir7 It is. 

18 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: I understood 

19 his answer. 

20 WITNESS JENNINGS: Outside the corporate 

21 limits, right. As we understood them at that 

22 time. 

23 BY MR. HOOVER (Continuing) 

c· ... 
24 0 I guess I am confused now. I thought 

eG:l 
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( 

2 you ~re saying that the colored part on the 1\'a.p is. what 

3 is inside the town bouandries, ~t you understood then to be 

4: the town boundaries of !fOunt Crawford. 

5 A '!his is outside here. 

6 CCM!ISSicm:R SlmNNCN: Is. that line - that 

7 line that qoes down through them, does that represent 

8 the town boundaries? 

9 WITNESS Jft.lNINGS: Yes, sir. 

10 ~SSIOOF.R SHMH:N: 1ss of that time? 

11 wrrN!SS Jm1NINGS: In 1976-

12 MR. '1'RIPP: Cbuld you point to ~.at line 
( 

13 again? 

14: Wl'!NESS JmNims: (Points to line on 1\'a.p) 

15 MR. TRIPP: '!'hat ao dotted lines? 

16 wrmESS JENNINGS: 'lb! black-

17 COl+1ISSIC!mR S!JM.1NCN: Is tllat map part 

18 of the record? 

19 MR. RtX.-m>S: It is not now. 

20 CXMt!rSSICNER SlmNNrn: Ikm 't yell think 

21 it ~d be a geed idea? 

22 MR. l()GERS: We are going to need sc:methinq 

( 
23 in the:e. 

.. 

24 ~. HClOV'ER: Okay. I w:lUld like to intmduce 
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it as an Applicant • s exhibit. 

<IM1ISSICNER SHANtm: I believe this will 

be the first exhibit. So let's go ahead and make this 

Mr. Jenninqs Exhibit. We can make it EJ-1. 

All right. Q) ahead and nark that. HeM 

w:W.d you descril:e that. 

WI'INESS JmNINGS: Original land use plan 

presented to tl".e Citizens Nt\!isoey Ccmnittee. 

CXHaSSICNER ~: All right. It will 

be EJ-1. 

cx:M1ISSIONER BRADSHAW: Mr. Jennings, this 

CitizenS Mvisory camdttee, when they first met the 

plan, ~m you present? 

WI'INESS JENNINGS: Yes, sir. 

a:M«SSICNER BRADS~ti\.N: Was the plan to deal 

46 

~ the city limits, or just within the city limits? 

WI'INESS JENNIN('"~: Yes, sir. '111at was the 

approach for -- of the county land use plan, which 

preceded this program. 

plan to go outside the city limits? IJ\«> miles, three 

miles, five miles? 

WI'INESS JENNINGS: The total area here of 

C\L.' -:t ,, __ 
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approximately ninety-three acres. 'Blat includes 

what is within the corporate limits, and additional. 

CCM1ISSIC!mR B:RArS!mW: 1\nd how long was this 

plan tD "project into the future? 

WITNESS JFNNINGS: '!he year b«) tlolsand. 

<:XHo!ISSICM:R ~.ISHAW: All riqht. 

BY MR. HOOlER (Continuinq) 

0 can you show by the overlay 'lilat changes were 

47 

hl:ought about as a result of the knowledge of the Vepco easement 

ccrninq thl:cuqh the area of the town? 

A Okay. You see M1at happened here was -- through 

the redrawing - with the proposed one hundred twenty foot easenent 

through here; cal·Un::saes:~e-eliminated , and this cul du sac 

thmugh here ~pointing) ahd here (pointing) ~re eliminated. 

Residential was shifted m this side of t.O\t.n, as I mentioned 

earlier. 

CCJJMtSSicm:P SHANNrn: 1he overlay will be 

part of the exhibit. 

MR. Hro!ER: Yes. 

cc:M«SSICNER ·SHANNCN: 'lbat will be part 

of Exhibit EJ-1. 

Wl'l'NESS JENN1NGS: ,1he line \Olld fall m 
(}64 
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the :rear - lot lines of these proposed lots here. 

This area becarre open space area, being separated 

f%all t.lrls area here (pointing) • 

BY MR. HCXJIJER (Cbntinuing} 

Q Again to put it in context with the town 

limits, the town limit that you pointed out there, that black 

line then, Vepoo's proposed easerrent, which is overlayed on 

there, does pass through t}'l.e town limits? 

A Yes. 

Q New, if you will just cane on back. '1!1ere 

are m further cr.1estions ab:>ut the map, and \\1e will pt:oceed 

over here. 

Has the construction beglm on the present 

Vepoo line, Mr. Jennings? 

A Yes, sir, it has. 

Q Have you visited the site? 

A I visited the site last 'Ihursday. 

Q 1\n:l have you taken sam slides fran the town, 

and f:r:an the jmnediate vicinity of the town? 

A Yes,sir. 

Q ~uld you show these slides row? 

e65 
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(.'(Mo1ISSICNF.R SimNNCN: Of murse, I don't 

knew how we will get the slides in the record. It 

will be interesti.nq for the Qmn:i.ssion to see them. 

I don't kmw exactly }X)W we will get them in the :record. 

MR. HXJVF.R: Well, we could leave them if 

that is a.pp.topriate, and offer them as an exhibit. 

CCMt4ISSICNF.R SHJOO«N: I guess we could do 

that. Is that agreeable, Mr. Tripp? 

MR. TRIPP: Excuse me? 

CCM-D:SS:roNER SHANNCN: 'D1e slides, he is going 

to show sane slides. He has agreed to leave the 

slides with the O:mni.ssion, and identify them as an 

exhibit. 

MR. TRIPP: '!hat is fine. 

cc:M«SSICNER ~~: 'lb! slides then ,Ul 

be identified as Exhibit F.J-2. 

lbll'!BnY slides are there? 

wrmESS JmNINC..,S: 'lb!re are a~ximately 

a:M1ISSICNER SlmNNCN: All right. I -

WI'ltlESS JENNINGS.: I think we are only going 

to shaw atcut nineteen or twenty. 

CCM1ISSI~ SHANNCN: M!ke sure the ones 

(;()6 
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you show are the ones you leave with us. 

WI'lNESS JlRmlGS: Okay. What you see 

here is the main street of ~. Crawford, !bute 11, 

and it is lookinc.; south. I would like to roint 

the architecture that \tie have here. 

'.this is lookinq north, looking on the 

\tlestem side of blte 11. 'l!le type of structm:es 

that we have. 

All right. IDokinq fran the south again 

on both sides of the street. 'l!le . transmission line 

tDUl.d l::e to our right. 

Okay. 'l!lis is on the northel:n em of 

Mt. crawfom. still within the corporate limits. 

It is looking east, and this is CEEtary drive.--

BY .MR. HOOVER (Cbntinuing) 

0 '1!1at area is within the town? 

A Yes, sir. 'Dlat would be the town limits. 

CXMo!ISSiamR BRAOOHAW: Is that tower one 

of the new~? 

so 

· l\TINESS JmNlNGS: Yes, sir. '111a.t is one 

that has been ccnstructed rrM. 'lhl.s is on the northern 

end of Mt. Crawford, just outside the COrFOrate limits. 
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'!'he corporate limits are appmximately over here 

at the riqht edqe of the ptx>to. It is the intersection 

of IOut:e 257, am the '1bwn of BriclgeWater and lblte 11 

is here, another one of the towers which is beinq 

constructed. 

CXJJMISSICNER SIW7NCN: Have all the towers 

been erected on the contested cu:ea? 

WI'INESS JmNINGS: Four of the tcMers have 

been eonstructed. The anqle tower has mt been 

constructed. 

cx:tomSSIC'NER ~.NNCN: bll.d it necessitate 

renoval. of a tower if the line ~ changed? 

MR. HCX:IVER: Yes. 

C(H.fiSSimER SIW1NCN: fbi nany towers would 

have to J::e rel'IDVed? 

WI'INESS JmNINGS: Four, I believe. 

MR. HOOVER: '!\«) or three, I think, is all. 

wr.mESS JENNINGS: 'ltlat is right. 

MR. Hn1ER: '!he towers are cani.nq fran the 

north, and the CX)nstruction ended after the seam! 

51 

or thiJ:d one came within the area that is in cont:mversy. 

CCJ.ttD:SSIOOER ~: So there w:rold be three 
(16~ 
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~t ~ have to be rem:Ned? Well, maybe Vepoo 

cculd tell us. 

MR. HOOVER: I expect they can. I think 

it was two or &.ree. 

CCM«SSICJilER SHANNCN: Go ahead. 

wr.mESS .n:NNDl;S: '!his is staming in front 

of the Ruitan Hall, where the town anmcil meets. 

I.cokinq northeastwani, you see t\olo of the towers · · 

in the backgrcund. '1hls is really looking· fran the 

western side of Mt. Crawfcrd. 

h]ain, approximately the same side of 

:Ruritan Hall, lookL~ northeast along the westem 

side of town. 

This is in fmnt of the united M!thodist 

Church, on bite 11. And I W)Uld like to point out 

that structure, the character of the town. The 

scenic - the envi.rorment of the area. M!sannuttan 

peak in the backgmund there. 

Okay. This :i.s nort.'l of Mt. Crawford on the 

eastern side of itmte 11, looking due south, at the 

towers which are l:einq constructed. 

BY MR. HOOJER (Continuinq) 

Q N:ml.d you go back. '!he tower you see in the 

069 
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far right, is that the last one that has been const:ructed, 

Mr. Jennings? 

A I believe that ~d be the last one that ~ 

· be const:ructed. The town lies, of course, over here to the 

right. 

Again, this is the angle tower which has not 

been constructed. '!his is located on 1a1te 257, and 11e are DCVi.ng 

east of Mt. Crawford now. Previously, the slides were ta.ke."l ever 

in that section right there, on my right, and this is - I believe 

it ~d be the semnd tcr.er. 

Q '!hat is fran xoute 257? 

A FJ:att Itnlte 257, standing in the same location, 

again, approximately, looJd.ng sout.m..est at the third tcwer• 

Q And where is the town in relation to that? 

A 'l11e town would be over the hill. lfe were 

discussi.rlq the future residential gmwth. 'lbis '«nlld be the 

area of future residential growth, up here at the top of this 

hill. It is above the flood plain, which is up - which is 

dct.n here. 

Q 

A 

plain area. 

Piqht where the tower is? 

Yes. Below the tower here would be the flood 

Again, this is on bite 257, JrDVinq further 

n70 
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east, and it is in close pmxirnity to I-81. 

'1!1is is the same tower t."-.at you saw on 

earlier slides - on an- earlier slide. 'ftle cemetery 

is approxilmtely in that area up there, along the 

crest of the hill the:re. 

The sane location again, lookinq 'tlest, 

and lookinq at the tower !'CU just saw, tald.ng down 

-taken down by the bridge earlier. 

'!his is 1tDrinq south, down to blte 8671 

and looking north. '!he town lies to your left. 

0 Where is 867 in relation to the center 

of town? 

A 867? If lDU will notice, it is mt the 

interchange 1 but it appears to }::e the secom interchange o 

'!'he yellow a:rea that extends fxan the town over. 

0 l'aybe you can just pun·; that out. 

A If you would like. Standinq approximately 

here when that photo was taken-

0 Will you point out 257 wle you am there? 

A Okay. Here is 257,.here. 

a:MaSSICNEP. SHANNCN: can I see that? 

wrmESS JmNTh'C"~: I was standinq right 

here lookinq this way. ~ t.hm when I pointed out the 

071 
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one about the cemetery, that was looking up here. 

'ft-.e cerretery being here, the tower was approximately 

here (pointing). And then ~n here, to 857. 

BY MR. HOOJER (Continuing) 

0 867. 

A 

0 

slides. 

Excuse me, 867 looking north here. 

cane on back. oh, that is it. 

CCH1ISSICNER SHANNCN: You showed us fifteen 

m. Hro1ER: We have a few l'([):te, so there 

are six l'([)re, I believe. ~ne in all. 

BY MR. HCX:\1ER (Continuing) 

55 

0 Mr. Jennings, have you mnsidered an alternative 

location? 

A Yes, sir, I have. 

0 Will you describe that by an overlay on the 

map, which ym have already referred to? 

A Okay. 

cx:MotiSSia.lER SH1>NNCN: '!he seoom overlay 

shcwir1g the alternate location will be considered a part 

of EJ-1. 
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WI'INFSS JENNINGS: 'l!1e alternative location 
-

l\Ould l:e to relocate the transmission line along 

interstate 81 here. 

aM!ISSICNER SHANN<N: Mr. Jennings I how 

close to Interstate 81 t«>uld that line l:e in feet? 

WI'!NESS JE:NNiroS: Sir, I have not cxmside:red 

an exact location. I have not gotten into the 

engineering aspect. 

CCM-fiSSICNER SFWHN: I see. 

a:J.1MISSICNER BRADSHAW: D:> l'0\1 know if it 

is in the right-of-way of the highway? 

wrmESS JEtolNINGS: No, sir7 I do not. 

BY MR. H<:'OJER 

Q n:> you know if it includes the l.im:1 that they 

have in their right-of-way? You have the outline of Interstate-81. 

A Yes. '!he outline does inclo:le the 

right~f-way of the Interstate. I know that &an the draftsman 

drawing up these maps. 

c::x:MttSISCNER BP.ADSHAW: SO you axe . just 

outside the right-of-way? 

wrmESS JER.l!NGS: Yes, sir. 

a:M-«SSICNER BPJIDSJmW: As a professional 

1"\ ... ~ ,,. -
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planner, do you think it is a good place to put 

these towm:s riqht by ~ hiqhway? 

Wl'lNESS JmN:mGS: In view.inq t.'tis situation, 

the County r..am. Use Plan and this eutprehensive plan, 

57· 

am the prognmt of the county, in weighing that, yes, I do. 

CCM1ISSIC!-1ER smlNCN: '!hat is the better 

of the bD mutes? 

wrrNESS J.EHnNGS: Yes, sir. 

MR. H001ER (Continuing) 

0 Okay. If you will cane hack, sir, I M:nlld 

like to s1Dw the last five or six slides, to give sare visual 

idea of the area that you are ta11dtlg_ about fran the stand);x>int 

of the proposed route. 

A 'l!'le proposed mute, this is looking south 

fl:atl R:nlte 867, I -81 J:einq here to our left. '!he river · 

dawn there. ~l:! are proposil:lq that the line extend thJ:ough this 

field here. I 'Mmld like to point out that it is crop land and 

lC1i.d not be disturJ:ed by this transmission, and it is also 

open. 

This is on the same site, but ~ are stalrlinq 

on 867, in close proximity~ I-81. 'lhls is lcokinq straight west. 

Mult Crawford beinq over to our mrth. 
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'lhls is looking straight north nan that 

sama location. '!he Interstate beinq there, and we prqx>se 

that the line would extem through this area here (Pointinq) • 

'ftlis is further north, up at blte 257.. At 

that intercharge, looking due south, the Interstate over to our 

left .. ~, cmp land .. 

I \Clld like - if ycu WOt..lld back up - I w:ml.d 

like to point out that there is a bank here, teo, a1onq 

Interstate 81, in this area.. A high hank .. 

'!his is another phot.o. 'l"t.ds is an area 

just to the imnediate west of the cu:ea. I was .at~ting to 

shc:M what this entire span here is like. 'lb the south of 

257. 

'Ibis is looking straight west f:mm that 

same location. We just looked at the southem side, and this 

is looking straight west, and you see what appears on the 

northern side. Ya..1 see the b.o towers -- well, there are 

thl:ee in all, in this particular smt. '!hat \«ruld be another 

tower over there ~_n the tower - there is one other t:cMer 

of course - there is an angle tower - and I w::W.d like to point 

out the tower - the:te appears to be one tower over here on the 

riqht. It is a series of towers that are extending over to Dayton, 

to the station there. 
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.And the town which lies over the - over 

teyond the hill -

cnMISSI~~ Slmmnl: 'lhat is Interstate 81, 

isn't it? 

wrrNESS JENNINGS: This is at the interchange. 

When I took this slide, I was standinq right at the 

bridge, over' Interstate 81, am lCOJd.nq at 2571 where 

it crosses over. 

aMrrss!CNER · ~= Interstate 81 is 

goinq north there? You are loold.nq mrth as far as 

. ""· 
the mad is concernfld, ~you are really lookinq west? 

wmmss JENNINGS: This is looJd.nq west on 

257. I-81 lies parallel to the rottan of this slide. 

MR •.. TRIPP: Mr. Olairman, before the slides 

are dispensed with, I want to ask a couple of questions 

al:out one that was just shcMn. N:rolc! }IOU like ne to do 

that D:M, or ocrne back to the slides. 

CCMrrSSICNER .SHANNCN: Ib you have any 

objection? 

MR. H(n7ER: Not at all. 

MR. TRIPP: It miqht be nDre convenient 

to do it now. 
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( 2 

3 CR)SS EXM-m1ATICN 

4 BY MR. '1'RIPP 

5 0 That is lookinq north? You are standinq 

6 on the west side of eighty-one, lookinq north? 

7 A Right. 

8 0 All right. '1m line as you pmpose would 

9 go beb.\:!en the highway, which is on the right, and the buildings 

10 on the left? 

11 A Yes. 

12 0 What is the opinion of that property owner 

( 13 as to that routing? 

14 A I have mt spoken with the property owner. 

15 MR. TRIPP: ~..ank l'CU· '!hat is all I 

16 have. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(_ : 24 

_~.__,....,g 
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BY l-1R. HOOJER (Continuing) 

0 em that same line, I l:elieve you did testify 

· that you did not :have an exact measurement of the proposed line. 

N::mld you el.aJ::orate on that? was that done as far as you knew 

as an exact location, or was it an ar.proximte location? 

A .As far as I kn::M, this was an approximate 

location based on primarily good lam use planninq. 

0 looking over ·at the overlay, Mr. Jennings, 

will you describe the chai'aCt:er of the land through which 

the l:ottan 1~ of that pJ:oposed alternative · tatld go? I think 

it is clear fran the slide:s that the line parallels the 

Interstate. We can see that right along the Interstate fam land • 

What about the hottan leg· of it? "lhere would nest of that 

go thmugh. What sort of land? 

'lblt is flat plain. 

0 Flat plain. 

A Yes. .As I said earlier, the land to the 

south of Mt. Crawford is predaninently flat plain. 

0 What you $E!e is part of the North Ri~-er. 

A Yes. That is the North River. 

0 And there is also sare of Ccok' s Creek down there 
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( 2 
~low the map? 

3 A Yes. Qx)k 1 s Creek runs along the edge. 

0 So that leq will go through larX1, which is 

5 because it is fl<XId plain, is not developnent land, is that 

6 accurate? 

7 A Yes, sir. I will say that. 

8 
CCMfiSSIC!mR BIW>SHAW: Whl will be the 

9 
:t::eneficiary, the citizens of the town? 

10 

11 
'ftle residential gmwt:h of the people. '1tJe goals of 

12 
I" 

( 13 
what they want for that CCI'!IIIlJ\ity, arrl the ones -

14 the people, when you see Main Street am ycu see the 

15 type of structure that is there. '!he people that are 

16 interested in that ·camunity, · and the growth of that 

17 camunity in that same direction tr.at they have rcw. 

18 I think that is the pr:itre beneficiary. 

19 CXH!ISSiaiiER BJW)SH»7: Maybe I shcul.d haw 

20 asked the Ma:YOr. l'blld the town be willfDJ to pay 

21 all the costs for m:wing it, since they are the 

22 l:eneficiaries? 

23 Wl'!NESS JmNDr..S: I can 1 t an~ for the 

24 town. 

''u"' 
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( 2 MR. HOOJER: 'l!lat is all. 

3 

4 mmssrCNER SimNNCN: Hew nuch cmss 

5 examination are you going to have of this witness, 

6 Mr. Tripp? 

1 MR. TRIPP: Sane little bit. 

8 
CCMfiSSI~ smNNCN: Mr. !txjers? 

9 

MR. ROOERS: Very little. 
10 

11 
mMSSirnER SlmNNCN: 'l1'le carmission 

12 

( will take a short recess. 
13 

14 
(11:13 a.m.) 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

t 24 
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( 2 

3 11:23 a.m. The Commission 

4 resumes it's session. 

5 

6 COMMISSDNER SHANNON: Mr. Tripp? 

7 

8 CROSS EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR.TRIPP 

10 Q Now --

11 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Where is our 

12 witness? 
I'' 

( 13 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Do you want 

14 to come back up here, Mr. Jennings. 

15 

16 BY MR. TRIPP 

17 Q .Mr. Jennings, I would like to ask you 

18 a few questions. First, I believe you told Mr. Hoover 

19 · that you have been in your present position for about 

20 a year and a half? 

21 A Yes, sir. 

22 Q When exactly did you come to your 

23 present position? 

c .. 24 A Oh 
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c .. 2 Q Ahout July of 1977? 

3 A Let's just trace it all the way through. 

4 It would be easier and simplier. I became senior 

5 planner in August of 1976, and then June 10, 1977, I 

6 became acting county planner. 

1 Then in January I became county planner, 

8 and then in March I became Director of Planning. 

9 Q And that is all in Rockingham County? 

10 A Rockingham County. 

11 Q Now, you have seen, I imagine, a copy 

12 of Vepco' s applicatio·n for .convenience and necessity 

( 
13 for a certificate for this. Do you recall when that 

14 was filed? 

15 A With the county? 

16 Q No. When it was filed with this 

17 Conunission. 

18 A I believe it was February 23, '77. 

19 Q No, I believe that is the date of the 

20 Conunission's Order. 

21 A Okay. I am not absolutely certain of 

22 that date. 

23 Q Would you accept, subject to check, that 

( 
24 it was sometime in 1976 that· we filed an application? 
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( .. . 
\>·. 2 A I cannot. give an answer. 

3 Q All right. When did you first become 

4 aware of the planning of this transmission line? 

5 A The day after that was presented to the 

6 Citizens Advisory Committee, in April of '77. 

7 Q In April of '77. 

8 A Right. 

9 Q And you do recall this Commission had 

·10 approved this line in February of '77? 

11 A Right, Ugh ugh, yes, sir. I just became 

12 aware of that. 

( 
13 Q All right. Now, are you aware that 

14 notice was served on Rockingham County in 1976 of this 

15 Application? 

16 A I am aware of that, yes, sir. 

17 Q You were aware of the Application -- it 

18 was served on Rockingham County in 1976, but you didn't 

19 learn 

20 A I am aware of it now because I am in a 

21 different position now than I was then. At that time 

22 I was senior planner, and I was working primarily for 

23 five towns, and was not county planner. Since -- however, 

C· 
24 since I have, within the course of the past twelve months 
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or so, I have realized that that I believe was presented 

to our Planning Commission of the County. It may have 

been about August -- I think August -- of '76. 

And as we said earlier, we met with the 

Citizens Group of -- in October that same year. 

Q So in 1976, someone in the Planning 

Department of Rockingham County knew of this line, knew 

they were planning for this line? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir. 

Did anyone in the Planning Department 

of Rockingham County know about it earlier than that? 

A I would not -- to my knowledge, no, I 

don't know. 

Q I have a couple of letters here that 

I am going to ask you to look at that are written to a 

Mr. George R. Price, Planning Commission, Zoning 

Administrator, Rockingham County. Do you know who that 

is? 

A Yes. He is a staff member with our 

Department, and he is zoning administrator and secretary 

to the Planning Commission. 

Q How long has he been in that position, 

do you know? 
085 
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2 A Not absolutely certai.n. I think it is 

3 about eight years. 

Q All right. Mr. Chairman, I have only 

5 one copy of these letters. If ~ may show them to the 

6 witness so he can look at them. Let me go around. 

7 If you will just look at those two letters 

8 and see who they are addressed to, and who they are from. 

9 ltt. Soucek, here signed these letters as a Vepco 

10 employee. 

11 And then if you will read the third 

12 paragraph of each letter -- you might want to just glance 

13 at the letter. 

14 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Do you want to 

15 look at them, Mr. Hoover? 

16 MR. HOOVER: Yes. I would just like 

17 to see them. 

18 WITNESS JENNINGS: Okay. 

19 BY MR. TRIPP {Continuing) 

20 Q If you will just read for the record 

21 ~o whom each letter is addressed, the date of it, and 

22 then read the third paragraph of that letter. 

23 A The letter of October 5th 1971, was 

addressed to Mr. James w. Moyers, Executive Secretary of 
086 
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2 Rockingham County Board of Supervisors. 

70 

3 
In response to your suggestion, I have 

4 
also reviewed this matter with Mr. George Price, Zoning 

5 
Administrator, and p~ovided his office with a second 

6 
set of maps and Company statement. Mr. Price assured me 

1 
this matter would be reviewed with the Planning Commission, 

8 
and that at present there appears to be no objection, since 

9 the proposed right of way is in an area currently zoned 

10 A-1 (Agricultural), which permits construction of electric 

11 transmission lines and substations. 

12 
(~ COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Who signed the 

13 letter?. 

14 WITNESS JENNINGS: It is signed -- it 

15 is not signed, but it is typed F. J. Soucek. 

16 MR. TRIPP: He is a Vepco employee, 

17 the Manager of that area. 

18 WITNESS JENNINGS: The other one is 

19 dated October 7, 1971, to Mr. George R. Price, 

20 Planning Commission Zonign Administrator. 

21 And the third paragraph of that letter 

22 reads: In reference to our phone conversation, 

t· 
23 this date, I understand you reviewed our transmissipn 

24 line route m~ps and statement of necessity with 
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the Board of Supervi.sors on September 27, 1971, 

and with the Plannin9 Commission on October 5, 

1971, and further, that no objections were· 

expressed. Should you later become aware of any 

objections to our proposal, I would certainly 

appreciate an early call from you to allow us 

time for investigation. 

That letter is also from Mr. Soucek. 

MR. TRIPP: All right. If I can hand 

this to the&iliff so we can get copies made. 

COMMI.SSIONER SHANNON: Any objection 

from anybody about these letters? 

MR. HOOVER: No • 

MR. ROGERS: None. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Do you want to 

identify those-collectively as an exhibit? I 

don't think Mr. Jennings would want to sponsor 

those two letters. 

MR. TRIPP: Vepco cross examination 

exhibits 1 and 2? 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: No, it will be 

Vepco Cross Examination 3. 

BAILIFF: Vepco 3. 
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BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing} 

Q So someone in Rockingham County knew 

72 

about this proposed transmi.ssion line as early as 1971. 

A I would say so from those letters. 

Q When did you first go to Rockingham 

County in any capacity? In 1976? 

A August 1976. 

Q All right. You understand I am not 

holding you responsible for this particular knowledge, 

but I simply wanted to show that somebody in Rockingham 

County in a responsible pl~nning and political position 

was aware of this. 

Now, the land use plan that you described 

in some detail, that was drawn up or finalized after 

Vepco filed it's application, and even after this 

Commission approved this transmission line right of way, 

is that correct? 

A Right. It would be, like I said, during 

the course of 1974 through '77. 

Q Now, let's talk a little bit about these 

maps. Would you come over to your Exhibit , sir, and 

can you show me, using your exhibit, where the town 

presently says its boundary is? 

l"'QQ 
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2 A As revised? 

3 Q Well, wherever the town presently says 

its boundary is, as~u best understand it. 

5 A Well, this exhibit would not show that. 

6 Q Will you just trace it with your finger? 

7 A I know it is --

8 Q Just on the east side, don't worry about 

9 the rest. 

10 A I am not that familiar with the revised 

11 limits. 

c 12 Q So you can•·t say where the most recent 

13 survey that the.town relies on? 

14 A I rightc£f hand don't recall it. 

15 Q Is it to the east of this shaded area? 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q It is not this line here {pointing), is 

18 it? 

19 A Not exactly. 

20 Q Isn't this -- you said the boundary of 

21 the town was here at the time this plan was prepared? 

22 You.mentioned earlier the tax ~aps. There were some 

(. 
23 questions from the tench about the tax map. Can you show 

us on your exhibit where the town boundary, according to th~ 

090 
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2 tax maps, are? 

3 A Since I don't have 

Q I think this would be easier 

5 A It is kind of difficult. They are 

6 approximately the~e. I don't know exactly. All I can 

7 is this was composite three. 

8 MR. HOOVER: May it please the Court, 

9 the line of cross exami mtion seems to have 

10 been directed solely at the question of the 

11 boundaries, and about the issue of actual notice. 

( 
12 It is my understanaing of the Order, and of the 

13 opening _statement, that those issues have been 

14 bypassed, and it does seem to me for purposes 

15 of moving to the presentation of the alternate, 

16 which is what the Order allowed the town to do, 

17 that these questions are I don't object to 

18 them from the standpoint of what the answers 

19 might be -- but in terms of relevancy. 

20 I do have~me question about the way 

21 the cross examination is~moving. 

22 COMMISSIONER SHJ.u~NON: I think, Mr. 

23 Hoover, just in the interest of developing a 

record as accurately as we can, we will go ahead 

GARRETT J. WALSH, JR.- COURT REPORTER 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Jenni~gs - Cross 

and. 9et all the fac"bs. we wi.ll let him 

answer the question, subject of course to 

your objection of relevance. 

MR. TRIPP: There is something to 

75 

what Mr. Hoover says, and I q~estion on this 

line because the town witnesse s have testified 

as to where the town boundary is, and I just 

can't let that pass, because we dispute that. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: All right. 

BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

Q .Are you telling me then, Mr. Jennings, 

that you cannot show us on here where the tax map boundary 

is on this side of town? 

A No, sir, other than the one I have got 

here. That is all I can show you. 

Q Well 

A I don't have the tax maps here to show 

you. 

Q You don't have a copy of the tax map? 

A No, sir. 

Q Let me ask Mr. Hoover if he would object 

to my showing his witness a copy of what I represent to 
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be the tax map, and see if that will refresh his memory. 

MR. HOOVER: If I may suggest a 

way to shortcut this. We have a surveyer here 

who has a tax map and a boundary map, which we 

can introduce very quickly and cut through all 

of this. 

You see, Mr. Jennings does not have 

have -- this would really expedite this whole 

thing. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: I think that 

would be better, because the surveyer would be 

in a better position, better qualified to answer 

those questions that Mr. Jennings. 

MR. TRIPP: Okay. Why don't you take 

your seat, Mr. Jennings? 

BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

Q You talked earlier about the potential 

for residential development on the east side of town, 

in the general area of where we have a permit for a 

transmission line, and you showed slides showing, in 

some instances that area. As I looked at the slide, 

I didn't see any development presently in this area. 

n'l3 
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(. 
2 A That i.s correct. 

3 Q And you are talking about future 

pdential residential development? 

5 A Right. 

6 Q I believe Mayor Bishop testified that 

7 the population hasn't changed much since, perhaps, 

8 1960 or thereabouts. Can you shed any additional light? 

9 A Approximately two fifty in 1960, and 

10 three hundred now. 

11 
Q Not exactly a boom town. 

12 A Not a· boom town. 

( 
13 

Q Potential, but present situation is 

pretty static, would you say? 

15 A Stable, yes. ~ne point five percent. 

16 
Q Thank you. Now, the alternative 

17 routing let me flip your exhibit back here and 

18 
show your proposed alternative routing. This is your 

19 
proposed alternative routing, over to Interstate 81, 

20 
right? 

21 
A Yes, sir. 

22 
Q Are you the one who recommended this 

23 
alternative? I ask you that because if it is not your 

24 
recommendation, +. would ask. who ever did recommend it. 

,, __ 
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2 A Okay. That i_s the results of a group 

3 meeting of engineers, surveyer -- engineer, surveyer, 

4 several town councilmen, the mayor, myself, and town 

5 attorney. 

6 Q All right. Now, as for the effect of 

7 this rerouting, you have expressed the opinion it is 

8 all right to put it along interstate 81, is that 

9 correct? 

10 A Yes, sir. 

11 Q All right. And I believe the question 

12 from the Bench related to this strip here. Going a little 

13 bit further north -- north -- your alternative shows the 

14 right of way to cross up here, so it would be part of the 

15 interchange. Did you consider. the effect of crossing the 

16 interchange with thettansmission line? What effect that 

17 might have on the development of the interchange area? 

18 A Yes, I did. 

19 Q What were your conclusions on that? 

20 A If the C~unty land use plan and the 

21 policy objectives were a~hered to, that interchange would 

22 not develop. If they were totally adhered to. 

23 Q Let me ask you this, Mr. Jennings. Isn't 
/' . 
\ it normal for land around an interstate highway interchange 
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c 2 to increase dramatically in value, and to be the subject 

3 of rather intensive development? 

4 A I would say that has been normal. 

5 Q But you recommend putting a line through 

6 that .interchange. Do you see any conflict there? 

7 A A -- if the -- if it is totally adhered 

8 to, it would not develop. That is not the goals of the 

9 county land use plan. It~ not it's objective. 

10 Q All right. You are saying the transmission 

11 line over here would have an effect on potential, future, 

12 residential development, bu~ you don't think there would 

13 be any adverse i~pact over here of crossing the interchange. 

14 Is that a fair characterization of your view on the 

15 matter? 

16 A There could be adverse impact there, but 

17 it would be lesser, comparatively, than it would through 

18 that growth area. 

19 Q Potential growth area, right? 

20 A No. Community service area,_ growth area, 

21 as adopted on the county land use plan. 

22 Q I thought you sai.d there wasn't any 

23 development in this area at the present time. There was 
I • . 

\:. 24 potential, future development. 
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2 A Yes. In that immediate area, yes, sir. 

3 Q That .is the area we are talking about, 

4 isn't it? I was just talking about the line from here 

5 to here. That is the only place 

6 A In that respect, that immediate area, 

7 yes. 

8 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Did you come 

9 up with any other alternatives? You just have 

10 one alternative? 

11 
WITNESS JENNINGS: In meetings that 

12 
we had with Vepco staff, I believe it has been 

( 
13 

spring of '78, las~ year -- we discussed 

14 
other alternatives. 

15 
COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: You did discuss 

16 
other alternatives? 

17 
WITNESS JENNINGS: Yes. 

18 
COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: And you eliminated 

19 
those? 

20 
WITNESS JENNINGS: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Was one of them 
21 

22 
to_ go half way. was one of the alternatives 

23 
split just between the highway and the present 

24 
line, and missed the interchange, and get off 

'''-'. 
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the highway, and still miss the potential 

development of residential. Was that an 

alternative? 

WITNESS JENNINGS: The only other 

alternative that I am aware of was on the 

southern end of town there, to pick up and 

follow this flood plain. 

81 

MR. HOOVER: Do you want to show him? 

COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: That is all right. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Did you consider 

going to the west side of town? 

WITNESS JENNINGS: Well, in those 

meetings, we realized the west side of town 

was impossible because of the Bridgewater 

Airpark. But if~u recall in the slides, 

particularly the two slides where I took 

at the Intersection of 257, and I pointed out 

the two towers on the hill. We suggested 

flood plain theory, and that was an area we 

had discussed. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: For the record, 

you took thoseaides yourself? 

WI.TNESS JENNINGS: Yes, sir. 
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2 BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing} 

3 Q Before I forget it, if we could have 

4 Mr. Jennings mark on some map the positions from which 

5 he took each of those pictures. I hate to ask him to do 

6 that, since there are what, twenty-one slides? But 

7 it may become significant. If he could do that, and 

8 furnish it later. 

9 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Probably at the 

10 lunch break. You and Mr. Jennings and Mr. 

11 Hoover can get together and that can be done. 

12 MR. HOOVER:· I have such a document 

13 which w~ll not necessitate that. I meant to 

14 introduce it earlier. It is a part of the slide 

presentation. It is a·document showing -- a 

16 number which corresponds to the number of each 

17 slide, and it shows the perspective in which 

18 the slide was taken. 

19 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: All right. Why 

20 don't we do this. In order to tie it in with the 

21 sl i.des , w.h.y don't we make it Exhibit EJ-2A. 

22 MR. HOOVER: Fine. 

23 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: That will be 2A. 

24 
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,-. 
(· 

2 BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

3 Q Mr. Jenni~9s, in relation to Judge 

4 Bradshaw's question, isn't there some residential 

5 development right here? 

6 A Yes, sir. 

1 Q Now --

8 A There was slide two -- excuse me, 

9 867 looking straight west showed those homes. 

10 Q Looking that way. Let me turn to a little 

11 different subject here. You are aware, are you not, 

12 that this Commission has adopted -- what used to be 

( 
13 the Federal Power Commission --. guidelines for the routing · 

14 and siting of transmission lines? 

15 A Yes. I havem~rd through these meetings 

16 that we had, yes. 

11 Q And the Supreme Court has mentioned those 

18 in decisions, and I think implicitly approved the use 

19 of those guidelines. Are you aware of that? 

20 A Yes, sir. 

21 Q What are they -- what does the FPC 

22 guidelines say about putti~9 a transmission line along 

23 a ~9hway·. Do you know ? 

24 A No, sir; I do not know. 
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Q Well, in reCommendi~g thi.s alternative 

routing, did you not consult the FPC guidelines, or 

this Commission's guidelines? 

A As I said, it was a group decision. 

Q So i.t is not really your personal, 

84 

professional recommendation. It was a committee decision? 

A I would say it was a committee decision. 

Q Well, let me ask you to look at the FPC 

guidelines. Mr. Chairman, I think it would be quicker 

if I just read it and ask him to accept it subject to 

check, rather than going through a number of provisions 

and citations. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: At the first 

break, Mr. Jennings may look over them, and if 

he doesn't agree, he can tell us after the break. 

And his attorney, also, of course. 

BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

·Q Mr. Jennings, will you accept, subject 

to check, that the ;Federal Power Comrni.ssion • s. guidelines 

for transmission lines provides i.n Section 29: Long views 

o:e transmission lines parallel to highways should be 

avoided where possible, unquote. Would you accept that 
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subject to check, that thi:s i.s the langu~ge in that 

document? 

A Yes. 

Q Is your alternative inconsistent with 

that guideline? 

A Well --

85 

Q It has to be, doesn't it? It goes right 

down the highway? 

Well, it is just a matter of weighing the 

local government, as opposed to the Federal. I would say 

the alternative for that one line is inconsistent with 

that one line in thelegulation. It could be. 

Q Let me ask you this: Do you have any 

studies or any information on the traffic flow on 

Interstate 81? 

A I havemformation on that, yes, sir. 

Q Could you generally characterize it 

that the traffic flow is relatively heavy as compared with 

the traffic flow on Route 11, for example? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you say i.t is maybe four or five 

times, or could you_ give us some magnitude? 

A In fact, we have that information. 
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Q So, would five times be a figure I 

might use without any serious reservations? 

A I don't recall. 

Q We will say five times. 

A You can say that, yes. 

Q The impact would be five times as great 

on people traveling on Interstate 81 than it would on 

Route 11, even if the transmission line were right down 

11, which it is not, is that correct? 

A There are people that have sunk a lifetime 

of interest in thatmmmuni~y. They don't look at it 

full time. They are just driving down the highway. 

That is the way I view that. 

Q You are looking at the interest of Mt. 

Crawford? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you considered the cost to Vepco 

or the cost to whoever might pay it, of the relocation 

that you have proposed? 

A I haven't worked any cost figures on 

that. 

Q We wi.ll put that i.n thro~gh a Vepco 

witness. would VeJ?co's routing of this line interfere 
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( 
2 '·· with any present use o;e land in this area? 

3 A The rerouting? 

4 
Q No. The \epco routing. This routing. 

5 As shown on here. Would :it interfere with the present 

6 use? 

7 A Environmentally, yes. 

8 Q In what way? From a scenic point of view? 

9 
A I feel that the slides spoke for 

10 themselves. Theline is in close proximity to development 

11 existing development of the town now. 

12 
,.; 

( 
Q So it would have a scenic impact on 

13 people in the town? 

14 A Environmental impact, and economic 

15 impact. To the existing development. 

16 MR. TRIPP: No further questions. 

17 

18 COMMISSIONER a!ANNON: All right. Mr. 

19 Rogers? 

20 MR. ROGERS : No question. 

21 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: This may be a 

22 . good time to recess for lunch. The Commission 

23 
t·.· 

will recess until two p.m. 

24 MR. TRIPP: Will Mr. Jen~ings remain 
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C·· 2 this a~ternoon? There may be some questions 

3 that will arise. 

4 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: All right. Mr. 

5 Hoover, will you have Mr. Jennings remain just 

6 in case. Of course, Mr. -- Mayor Bishop, unless~ 

1 somebody has any further questiOns of him, he 

8 can be excused. 

9 MR. HOOVER: He is driving the car 

10 I came in. 

11 
COMMISSIONER SHANNON: In that event, 

12 
he had better· stay •. 

c 
13 

We will stand in recess until two p.m. 

14 

15 
{11:50 a.m.) 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 c· . 
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2:10 p.m. The Conunission 

resumes its session. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: I apologize 

for being late. We had to sign charters 

today, and had some meetings. And we will 

go ahead and try to complete this today. 

All right, your next witness. 

MR. HOOVER: Mr. Jennings was on the 

stand, I -- a·nd I would like to pose several 

questions on redirect. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Come around, 

Mr. Jennings. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HOOVER 

Q Mr. Jennings, you were questioned on 

88 

cross examination about the fact that the town has not 

grown, has been relat~ly stagnant, or was no growth 

for a number of years. Is the Town of Mt. Crawford 

a member of the Rockingham/Harrisonburg Regional Sewer 

Authority? 
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v . J." t .~.~s, is. 

In that context, do they have any kind 

89 

of obligation or commitment to proceed with at some point 

the installation of a sewer system? 

A Yes, they do. 

Q And, therefore, does that fit into the 

county's growth policy of having some growth develop 

around the town of Mt. Crawford? 

A That would fit in, yes. 

Q Then a couple of other points. You 

read, I believe, from·a letter --two letters which were 

dated in September and October 1971, directed to officers 

of the county, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And then on cross examination I believe 

you testified about how you sort of understood the 

planning commission was notified, or heard this matter 

back in the fall of '76. Do you recall stating that 

that was so? 

A Yes. It was requested that if I believe 

the planning commission or someone to have known about 

this since '76, and I said 'yes.• And I believe that to 

be because a letter was addressed to the Chairman of the 
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(· 
•.· .. ·. 2 

~lanning Commission, either in July or the early part of 

3 
August 1976. 

4 
Q What did the letter have to do with? 

5 
A It was concerning Vepco's transmission 

6 
line, and this location. 

7 
Q Are you aware of any meeting of the 

8 
Planning Commission that discussed --

9 
A ~o my knowledge, no. 

10 
Q So you are referring to the letter? 

A I was referring to that particular 
11 

( 
12 

letter to the Chairman of the Planning Commission. 

13 
Q And that was just before you came with 

14 
the County planning staff? 

15 
A That was just before I came to the County 

16 
planning staff. The -- I came in the latter part of 

17 
August 1 76. 

Q 
18 

And that was also before you began to 

work on the Mt. Crawford plan? 
19 

A Right. As I aid in my earlier testimony. 
20 

That was in October. 
21 

Q When the town planni.ng began --
22 

A Ri.ght. 
23 

24 

108 

GARREIT J. WALSH, JR. - COURT REPORTER 



1 Jenni.:ngs - Redirect 91 

(' .. 2 MR. HOOVER: That is all. 

3 COMMI.SSIONER SHANNO N: Any further 

4 questi.ons of Mr. Jennings? 
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6 
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2 ...... 

3 RECROSS EXAMINATION 

4 BY MR. TRIPP 

5 Q One clarifying question. Mr. Jennings , 

6 did anyone in the County, Rockingham County, assign to you 

7 the responsiblity of this transmission line application 

8 at any time during 1976? 

9 A No. 

10 Q So if it was reviewed, it would be 

11 
someone else's responsiblity? 

.. 12 
A Yes. · 

t 
13 

MR. TRIPP: That is all. 

14 
MR. ROGERS: No q lESt ions. 

15 
COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Thank you, Mr. 

16 
Jennings. You may stand down. 

17 
WITNESS STOOD ASIDE 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
(' 

24 
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\(: 
....... 2 MR. HOOVER: I would next like to call 

3 Mr. -- Doctor Ri.chard Collins. 

4: 

5 RICHAP~ C. COLLINS, 

6 a witness introduced on behalf of the Applicant, being 

7 first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

8 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. HOOVER 

11 Q Will you state your name and position, 

12 please? 

( 
13 

A My name is Richard c. Collins. I am 

14: a professor of Urban Environmental Planning, the School 

15 of Architecture, at the Univer~ity of Virginia, and I am 

16 Chairman of two programs in those fields. The under-

17 graduate and graduate program. 

18 
Q At the University of Virginia? 

19 A Yes, sir. 

20 
Q Would you state your educational background 

21 
and professional background1 

22 
A ~es. I have a PhD degree in Public 

23 
Administration and Public Policy from the ~iversity of 

t. ... 
24 

Colorado, and I have been engaged in teachi~g in the 
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( .... 2 prae-tice of planni.n9 and policy· analysis of what we 

3 call the ·.investigation of the way· things are done, 

and not just what is done; since 1963 when I received 

5 my Doctorate, I taught at the University of Oregon. 

6 I was chairman of a similar program at the Federal 

7 Executive Institute, which is a program designed to 

8 acquaint top level Federal executives with the difficulties 

9 of interprogram coordination, and a mutual interaction 

10 among governmental bodies. 

11 I have been Chairman of the program at 

12 the University of Virginia since 1973. I have been 

( 
13 

involved in a number of land use cases. I have been 

14 consulted -- consultant for the National Trust of 

15 Historic Preservation. I have recently edited a book 

16 on historic preservation and public policy, and currently 

17 writing for a book on preservation of agricultural 

18 land. 

19 I have w:-itten a number of technical reports 

20 on planning processes relating social planning to 

21 physical planning, and things li.ke that. 

22 Q Have you e~er testified i.n litigation 

23 involving land use? 

24 A Oh, yes. Here in Virginia an a number 
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( 
...... 2 of cases. In Loudoun County·, Loui.sa County, and in 

3 Albermarle County. 

4 Q Perhaps you could di.rect your answers 

5 to the court? 

6 A Yes. 

7 Q Thank you. Have you been involved in 

8 any special studies with respect to small towns, and 

9 plans for small towns? 

10 A Yes, I have. I think one of the major 

11 changes in the orientation of planners as well as 

12 citizens is the importance of the smaller.town and the 

13 neglect and disinterest that has been reflected in the 

14 problems of small towns and in rural areas. 

15 I need not go ~nto how this is changing, 

16 but I think there are two major reasons for disinterest 

17 in towns, and I •• there is a feeling that too often 

18 major facilities, major changes in the physical environment 

19 or in the development of towns, take place without 

20 
adequate evaluation of the impacts of these proposed 

21 
developments by small towns and by rural counties. 

22 
It seems to be a problem throughout the 

23 
country, and it is also true here in Virginia that often 

24 
the areas where ·the changes that are likely to be made 
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C .. 2 that effect the f.uture of the" to~ and its vitality, 

3 its coherence, are often made. and no one expects it. 

No one is prepared to analysis. 

5 A group of consultants from outside 

6 the S tate of Virginia came here under the auspices 

1 of the Virginia Environmental Endownment to look at 

8 some of the major problems in e~1vironmental land use 

9 planning, and indicated th~.one of the major problems 

10 was just this, and recommended the State of Virginia 

11 begin to do something to develop a capacity to 

12 mediate environmental disputes before they become 

( 13 litigation or enter litigation, and that we try to . . 

14 find out if there is not some way that we can put 

15 parties together in issues, and join them appropriately. 

16 And in some basis more equally, because some time 

17 developers or people interested in a particular program 

18 or project are so interested in performing that function 

19 that they do a conscientious job, I think, of trying to 

20 make the trade-offs and so forth, but often there is 

21 no fair joini~g of the issues. 

22 So to make a long story short, we are 

23 now involved or I am i.nvol ved ...,_ in a study to see 

24 ·whether we can do something about creating a capacity 
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( 
"··· 2 for small towns, or counti.es especially, that have 

3 likely developments o~ more than local impact, and try 

4 to find -- try to provide more mutual .information 

5 in a timely manner to arrange the issues so that it 

6 gets solved, if it can be solved, at an early point 

7 rather than at some later point. 

8 Q Now, with respect to the hearing today, 

9 have you examined the petition filed by the Town of 

10 Mt. Crawford requesting ~ hearing on the location of the 

11 230 kilovolt line? 

12 A Yes, I reviewed it. 

t 
'- 13 Q .Fuld have :pu visited the town to look 

·at the proposed site, and the site- for the proposed 

15 alternative as suggested by the town in the earlier 

16 testimony? 

17 A Yes, I have. I only learned about the 

18 dispute about a week and a half ago, I believe, but I 

19 did drive to Mt. Crawford and met with a member of the 

20 Town Council, and~th yourself and your colleague, and 

21 I interviewed a number of other people by phone, and 

22 read as much as I could of the County's Comprehensive 

23 Plan, and I consulted with you. 

I wasn•t unfamiliar entirely with this 
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c . .. 2 area, because about a year and a hal~ ago I c~"lle."lto 

3 Rock.i.ngham County because the~· were tryi~9. to develop 

4 a comprehensive plan, and one of the things that I 

5 advocated was the attempt to maintain the town's 

6 vitality_, to encourage reinvestment, and to focus what 

1 growth they are experiencing in the couty, which was 

8 very substantial, around these centers which have often 

9 not had the benefit and to some extent the cost of 

10 those growths, rather than having it all overthe rural 

11 land, which often produces tremendous economic costs, 

12 and perhaps sometnfavorable changes of uses out of 
,. 

( 
13 agriculture, which requires a number of features in 

14 order to be a successful industry. 

15 We often have .not thought about these. 

16 Certainly my profession has not until very recently, so 

11 I went to the land, tried to get as much of a visual 

18 perspective of the existing line. I went to some of the 

19 footings and stood on them and tried to line it. I 

20 then suggested a possible alternative, conceptually, 

21 that would appear to me to be superior, which is very 

22 
close to the one that you had arrived at before I came. 

23 And as I said, I went to the library 
.. 

(· 
24 

to read the peti,tion for the certificate for convenience 
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(' 
'\·. 2 to get .the various studies that they· sai.d they had 

3 complied wi.th. in th.e development of their transmission 

4 siti~g plan. 

5 Q That :is the FPC Study? 

6 A The Federal Power Commission Study that 

7 was referred to earlier th.is morning, yes. 

8 Q Did you find other studies that had a 

9 bearing on the issues involved here today? 

10 A Oh, there are many studies that have a 

11 bearing on this particular issue, but the energy question 

12 the major facilities are having is a tremendously difficult 
( 

13 problem, and the;e are all kind of issues that bu~~le 

14 up around it. 

15 This particular- study, which was referred 

16 to this morning, deals almost exclusively with visual 

17 concerns; that is, how can we hide them from view, number 

18 one; and if we can • t hide them, how can we reduce the 

19 visual impact? 

20 If I can speak on that, it is my view 

21 that this Stud~ was perhaps moat appropriate for areas 

22 as in our American West, where the roads are separate from 

23 tremendous expanses of trees and wi.lderness or these 

24 undeveloped areas. It mentions nothing at all about small 
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towns and hew to nake a trade-off between the visual irrpa.ct 

of three or four towers that will cxmtinually hover over the 

town for how mny years, as ~ to the thirty or forty secxmds 

that a pP..rson might get a view of these poles alonq the higl"May .. 

There are sare conflicting goals. I can cite 

various parts of this, to indicate there is no one, easy ~ 

to how a transmission line or facility should be sited. 

0 What are scm:! of those conflicting goals. 

First of all, what are sate of the guidelines in tPe FPC Study 

that w:mld fird these in conflict - possible cxmflict with 

-find themselves in possible conflict with the pmposed site 

that Vepoo has BUg9ested? 

A Well, I think the first one is an anission, 

as I see it, one of the major issues here is the land use ilrpact 

of this proposed location. 

'!his study is principally concerned with 

visual irrpa.ct, as I said, principally fran what you mi~t say 

the cxmsumers here on the :mad as· opp:>sed to people tmo are 

liv.inq them. · 

'l!lat is the major anission·· in· this stlx1y and 

mny of the other sta3ies that I have looked at closely, deals nu::h 

nm:e with these issues of catpetition for land. We then know that 
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the projections for land use, for example, for the year 2000, if 

we took all users, called for usage of land beyom what we have 

in the forty-eiqht contiguous states, and we are beginning to 

think that we have to use corridors am share. At one time yau 

could separate them, now the carpetition for land is such that 

we mst nake trade-offs and share to a great extent. 

But other aspects in here - one was 

mentioned this mrn:i.ng - aJxJut the lonq tunnel view of the 

~ that would be on the Interstate there, 81. Others 

indicate that the agency- that is, other state or private 

organizations sh!ruld be contacted early in the planning of 

the transmission project to coordinate the line location 

with the lam use plan, 

Q Is thet:e another guideline a1xmt topography 

in tems of silbcuette versus - hew does that fit in "'~th the 

site that has been selected by Vepco? 

A Well, my view is that Vepco had to make a 

very difficult decision here. I wculd like to characterize · · 

hew I would conclme that the decision was leaChed, if I could 

do that later, but fran a pl.anning point of view. But I 'l.lDilld 

say that they have attanpt:ed to put the towers - not in the crest 
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of a hill, for exmrple - but have it just below the crest in 

the area of the town. 

They do have them acmss the highway, the 

·sane highway that we w::>uld cross in the a1 temative that we 

have discussed, just further away. It is still visible f:ran 

the highway, for exanple. '!hey attetpt to do the best they 

can, but it is pretty hard to hide these. 

A!Xl it is true, I think, that one of the 

trade-offs in the altemative route 'I.Qlld be that it is now 

visible to the people on the highway, hlt it t«)Uld mt , to 

SCI'Ie extent, be visible fl:cm anywhere in that town, and that 

\«alld be a trade-off wi. th the people wtx:> are usinq the 

Interstate. 

I don't have any major argurrent, frankly, with 

w hat they are attenpti.ng to do, because I kn:M you can't get the 

maxinun of one thing at the expense of another. 'Dley have 

tried to minimize their cost, I think. I feel they made the 

wrong choice, and it is certainly an \mfortunate choice, in view 

of the town as an entity. To ne that was a consideration that 

was mt adequately considered, because mst people don't think 

about the town as being sanething -- Harrisonburg can take 

care of everything - am since they a~y did not get 

an organized notice - I am convinced that the values of the t:a..m 
-t..:>n 
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and of contigoous growth will take place there. We are 

anticipatinq a fair anDUnt, I think bslty-five percent over 

the next seven to eight years. I haven't the exact figures 

· at my finger tips. 

let's put emugh people there so it is 

feasible E!(X)ranically to put in a sewer collector system. 

Not to make it so expensive to run these pipes all out, or 

to separate the town with a mjor barrier obstruction. It 

may not be on the right side of the track or the wmng side, 

103 

but certainly it disables mre land and makes nuch DDre difficult 

the attractive maintenance of the town itself. 

0 1bll.d l'CJU evaluate tte pmposed alterrlative 

that has bene suggested here tcday by the Cbunty Planner? 

~ same sort of concept that }IOU came up with after yoo.Jr on-sight 

visit to the town. Evaluate that fran a planning point of view, 

and in t:eJ:ms of the guidelines you talked alDut in the ~· s. 

lam use plan. 

A I believe the concept - I have not had a chance 

to sto:Iy each piece of land - and I '~Ulld like to emphasize 

that- I believe it 1«Nld be superior f:rDn the point of view 

of the town. That· is, of the ed.stinq residents and I believe 

that the munty' s effort to ·cooperate. with the town to get the 

residential growth al.onq that piece of land just to the east 
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of the highway is by far the nost appmpriate shape for 

developtent. 

'!bflcould develop the flood plain alonq Cooks 

_Creek as a natural area. Parkway, picnic tables, with the 

residential devel.opnent above it am oontiquous as I say to the 

existinq developnent ~ich has certain advantages. 

I favor, am I think many people are a:minq 

to feel that this kind of plan leads to reimrestmant and to 

sane remvation - some civic vitality. N)t rapid gmwth, tut 

104 

enouqh where this town is goi.nq to live, am in fact it is goinq 

to perfom a useful service for our citizens, in the sense of 

providinq services. 

AM fJDn that standpoint, my own view is, 

and it is obviously a value jtXlgnent, that the additional visual 

interference that will l:e seen by a passenger or driver on the 

Interstate is a very, very acceptable trade-off for the 

advant:a<Jes that wculd be qai.ned in teJ:ms of acceptable use of the 

land because the Interstate is already an obstruction for many 

of the people ~ are on these mads that lead to it. 1!le line, 

beinq it is there, is sanethinq they don't particularly enjoy 

hearinq perhaps, or seeing,. aJX1 I think that nany of them wculd 

say it 'Mmld be better to have one or bt:> thinqs on one side, 

1.22 
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an:! maybe one on each side of liCUr you see. 

I believe that - I don It know the full 

ecorani.c costs. I confess I tried to get· sane est.inates 

.of the ecx>ranic effect of this change, and \obo would pay for it, 

blt. was unable to do it in the time that was available to ne. 

I assurre there t«ruld be SCI'II! additional cost because there is 

scm! additional transmission. 

My view is similar to that taken by this 

particular gxcup cal led electric pcM!r and the envi.rorlnent, 

which was done at the same time as this study. And they 

indicate that we nust pay for the full cost of energy. Sonebody 

is going to pay for it. We don •t want to hide f:r:an ourselves 

the cost of additional nuclear facilities or transmission lines. 

And by • cost • I don • t mean only ecorunic costs, J:ut the environ­

mental losses, and who smud_ carry those costs. 

I feel that the people of this town have 

mt. only a justifiable CXJ11?laint amut mt being adequately 

considered as an entity - as a carmmity. I don't :knew about 

mw they feel individually. I also think it is not fair that 

they have to bear the bu!:den of the envirorml!ntal deterioration. 

If l"''l walk dawn those streets as I did last SUnday, you can • t 

go anywhere without those ~ being obvious. 
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N:lw, you say: li:M nuch does it cost? It 

may be that there is even sate econanic costs ~ that 

to the town as an area that could develop attractively. And 

as I SC\id, contiguously. In the sense that these towns have 

106 

a character, as ~ saw with scue of the muses, townmuses. It 

has a historic character. I did call the National Park Sel:vice, 

and looked at the Kidd House, and the Mt. Crawford battlefield 

to see just b:M nuch historic and architecture value is there. 

Neither of th:)se, neither the ba~tlefield 

or the house are in . the National 1\!qister. And we talked to the 

Virginia Landmark o::mnission amut it, and they said there was, 

in their opinion, sare value, blt at this time they have no 

desire or capacity really to naninate it. 

So it was not on the Reqister, blt I don't 

think one can read the history of Sheridan • s raid or the 

iltp:)rtant battles that took place at Mt. Crawford, indee:i in the 

closing days of the war, amund the North River and so forth -

0 Could you point that out on the· chart there? 

A SUre. 

0 'l!1e ama where there is a sign about the 

battle of Mt. Crawfom? 

A It is right down here (pointinq) • '!he battlefield 

1.24 
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was on both sides, am across the river. 'l't!e houses - the 

house is riqht about here, as I recall (po:illting). 

~ I did !'lOt get the chance to talk to the 

. 0'.41'\er I but apparently in ta1kincJ to the Virginia landmarks 

Ccnmission yesterday, he indicated that Mr. Kidd, - his 

opinion was it had architecb.1ral value.~ historical value 

as well. 

I viE!M!Cl the buUdinq. Am I don't think one 

could say that it ta1ld te an irreparable loss due to the fact 

that this transmission tower is adjacent to it. Destmys it, 

I can't say that. But I do feel that it detracts significantly. 

Q And the proJ;X)sed alternative would avoid 

that? 

A 'Dlis is the best map to use to display that. 

I believe that - if you look at the number of structuJ:es and 

values affected by our Pl=Ol=Dsed mute, or the concept of these, 

and the ones ·that - and tha-one which exists -- that fe~Er 

buildings are affected, nunber one 1 and !l\lltt)er two, there is 

less visual · inpact on that. And I think if you just'"do,·that_ by 

coun.tinc], you could add the. mJ!Iber of st:ruct:m:es, and see and 

measure the proximity to the st:ra:tures. Although it· would 

he a little mre difficult to say what the visual ilrpact ~ 

.. · .·: ... · "· ··. :,·-:-
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be. Of CXJUrse, fJ:an the side of the 1n1se it ~ not be 

as ilrp:tttant as if :you were on :your fmnt porch. 

I believe usi.nq the river to care to the 

Interstate - new, t«1ere am I? 

MR. TRIPP: to :YOU want the pbrt:oqraph? 

WI'INESS mr:r.INS: May I put this up? 

'Jhis is M'lexe I first viewed this alternative. 

Am I went up on this hill here (pointing) , and you 

can see pretty ~11 this land arJd you can see all 

the towers that have been canstructed and so forth. 

'l'tlis one, as you can see, does follow the river. 

And then-

a:MaSSICNER SHANNCN: Excuse ne. Has 

that aerial photograph been suhnitted into evidence? 

MR. '.m!PP: It has not. We plan to put 

it in through Mr. Rice, who will1estify for us. 

CCM!ISSICNER SH11NNOO: Well, let's go ahead 

108 

and identify it as Mr. Rice's exhibit, because Doctor 

Collins has xeferred to it. M'lat are Mr. Rice's initials? 

MR. TRIPP: I:NR. 

CCM!ISSictlER SHANNCN: All right. '!hat will be 

. . 
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Ilm-4, I belie9e. Is that COI:Iect, Mr. Bailiff? 

Bailiff: Yes, sir. 

<XMaSSICNER SlmNNCN: If ,u can mfer to 

these as near as you can, and not as 1 these 1 or 'tbose • • 

It is going in the record, am if you can be a little 

mm descriptive, it ~d help. .. 

W1'lNESS COTJ'JNS: '!he Kidd faxm, which is 

perhaps the one site which has the greatest historical 

am. arc:hi.tectural. significance that w:W.d be i npacted 

by the existinq %OUt:e is mre adversely affected by this 

than by this mute, ~ch goes fran this point - whe:r:e 

they have an existinq footing directly down the river 

to the Interstate. 

And the xeason I say that , sane o~ it nay 

be visible to you fi:cm the map, is because the river 

itself will xanain as a buffer visually. It is just -

it is just not as apparent because of the topography 

as well. 

If ycu look dawn cxminq down f:ran the town, 

that p::JWer lim is goinq to extend right acmss it. 

It is 1lllCh further ~ it 'IC\lld be nuch more blatent. 

HeJ:e you have a - this here is farmland (p:d.nting) 

am obviously the tower would be mm visible here. 
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It bisects the town, and if people were 

to CXIIe and visit this area, there are a ~ of 

interestinq antique shops, am them are a lot 

of mixed xesidential ani CXIII't1!rcial use: people livinq 

110 

in the muse and sellinq antiques, or things of that sort. 

It already has some existinq tourist value. 

Because people seek such places on the weekend, for 

exanple, and I can only see that ~ if national 

trends are any indication. Am I could see M1ere this 

C!OUl.d be developed as a very attractive m:ea for people 

to visit and t:D discuss the history of the valley. 

'l!1e relationship of the mads and the river t:D the 

histarical devel.cprent of the a:mramity. 

BY MR. HOJilER (Cbntiming) 

0 COUld yea point out the battlefield on there? 

You pointed to Kidd Pam. 

Yes, I can. 'l!1e battlefield in general exteD:!s 

in this area right !me (pointinq) , alt}x:)ugh the battle, as I 

understam it -- went !:ack and forth f:E:at\ the town, back ac:mss 

the river. 'lh! rra.jor aim, apparently, the Union Arll!{ was to get 

8CJ:CSS the river and head over to Olarlottesville 1 and get sane 

of the supply stations and things of that sort, and the 

Confederates wexe attenptinq to destmy the bridge and rrake tbe river 
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a barrier to any further advance to the east, or to the EDlth. 

<XM«SSICNER S!W-HE: 'ltlat was late in the 

war, wasn't it? 

WI'1'NESS oou.ms: Yes. 1864, am then again 

in '65 theJ:e was sane action there. I am net an expert. 

A friend of mine, who is on the Faculty, told ne the man 

who l<mws sc:rnet:hi.ng about this in the Park Service, 

blt I, frankly, have nct beam uuch about the Battle of 

Mt. Crawford until this cane up. 

. a:tf.1ISSICJ1ER ~.NNCN: I think they would rather 

think aboat the Battle of Nat Market, l:betor. 

wrmESS COLLINS: Well, th!re was the - the 

- they were able to cx:ma acmss, the t.'lrlon Amly, and 

as you laD.f mw the war cane out. 

As I was sayinq, the tcMl of Mt. Crawfm:d 

&mated its water pipes anyway. 

Am then I think if you would look at the 

structm:es that are affected. heJ:e, if you go and fol.l.cM 

this line that is p:w:cposed, ans ycu can see it is a major: 

barrier to the oamunity. '1bere is just 1'¥) question that 

even these people on. this road here are really nm:e 

affected than if it Were m:wed an equal distance to the 

east, in my view. It makes the natural growth areas -
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and I an t:al.king about natural in the sense ~re the 

proposed facilities as well as the topogmphy is 

" suitable. It is very loqieal that it \«W.d develop 

heze because of ec:axmics ani an attractiveness. 

BY' MR. HOOlER (continuinq) 

0 Where is the sewer plant, I:betor Collins? 

112 

A '1!1e sewer plant is over here (pointinq) • You 

see, lQ1 have this trunk line sewer which roughly parallels Qx>k' s 

Q:eek, am it tten canes down here. Now they do not have sewers 

in the town of Mt. crawfom. 'l!v!y cue goinq to haw to have 

sewers 6r they are goinq to suffer substantial deterioration. 

in their mjor built-up areas, tecause the lots cue teo snal.l, 

the mixture of water to drink in the cistems and wells -.· 

caMrSSICm".R ~NNCN: ro they have a public 

water system? 

w:rrNESS cxvJ:ms: N:), there is not, sir. And 

I have not investigated this, l:ut I am cxmcerned that 

the safe water drinldnq act Federal govemnent requirements 

is eventually goinq to get them and cost them one awful 

lot of nDney 1 as well as perhaps additional require!lents 

for sewerage \otd.ch might cane into effect. I think they 

are.:: interested in doinq that 1 and I am not sure that they 

understand the ecoranic ilrplications of it. 
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I am mt o:mvinced the cxmmmity is, alth:Jugh the 

indicate what sort of t:hings wculd be feasible. 

'!be eex>nanics of contig1X)US devel.oprent, 

I think, are fairly obvious fran roth a private and 

a public point of view. 

In arrt case, this house here is also of 

113 

sate inteJ:est. The name of the house again, ~1r. stark -

BY MR. H:'OlER (eoittinuinq) 

0 Mr. S1ank on 257. 

A Mr. Shank • s house is here. It is an interest:inq 

st.ructw:e. I haven't had tine to investigate it. I umerstand 

that Qbviously it is a 19th Century structure. '!bose are the ttx;, 

that are mst affected as individuals. I think this p%Operty 

which I a:msider to be historic 1 bemq the JIDSt important, and 

this one potentially has sane ex>nsi.derabl.e merit, and certai.nly 

pl•sing. to the eye, and of course the comrunity ittpact is a 

nuch greater thinq. 

If we took this J:OUte, and you look and see 

how many buildings does it affect adversely, this one hem, 

~ be the one nest ~Y affected in the change of routes. 

I believe that all the others, all the other xesidential - existinq 

residential units, and the potential residential units -which lOlld 
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be likely to develop along this area here (pointing) and perhaps 

down in this area here (pointinq) , if the growth was sufficient, 

canes about, would te benefitted. And I don • t - I '.«>uld think 

the eooranics ~ favor this one in tm:ms of just lan:i 

a.cquisitial. It may trade-off, to some extent, with the additional 

length of the towers and the transmission line. 

I think it unlikely - and again I hesitate 

to say this 1:2cause I haven't done a careful analysis - but 

I cbn •t think cne could expect a great deal of developnent 

on this interchange at this location (pointing) , because of the 

fact that the other exits that are adjacent to it for a traveler 

in Harrisontw:q or Staunton and so forth, are mre, you Jmow, 

pretty 'tJell., I think, handling the denmxl that the casual 

passerby '-'Dlld use. 

It wculd be a tratemous advantage if people 

cxruld be steered into the town. People are nDre likely to c:me 

off and .see a town now - in that case, ~ could get sane 

additional came:r:cial developtent along this mute, or perhaps 

in this area right here. 
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0 While lE are over here, if lE can step back 

and take a little bit longer view, Iklct:or Q)llins, and look at 

a nap of the entire pmposed mute of Vepco, and I W>Uld like 

to inttcduc:e this as an exhibit for the Applicant. 

CXM!ISSicm:R S!WH:N: 'lhlt will be Exhibit 

No. s. Is IXK:tor Cbll.ins goinq to sponsor this? 

MR. IIX:JVER: Yes. 

CDMISSiamR S!WROt: It will be S. 

BY MR. HOOVER (Continuinq) 

115 

0 It is a map of the entire line fran west Staunton 

to Dayton. 'lb!y have a substation here, which is the subject 

of the application in the penanent which was granted, and I 

~d like ycu, I:bct:or Cbllins, to look at that in teJ:ms of 

stepping back perspective, if ~ will. You were t:alJdnq aJx)ut 

the plan in pmc::ess, and it was testified to earlier that the 

Federal Aviation Begul.ations really·~ a physical barrier 

over~· .And I~ like for yea to pat that in the perspective 

Of their havln;J gone to the east of the ~ for that reason, 

and tilat ~ observations of that ~d be. 

A My belief is, of course, - the first thinq 

is they want to c;et fxan hem to here by the rrost direct xoate 

·that they can, witl'lout abusillq sate of the envimnmental - abusing 

the envimnment, be it man-made or natural. 
1.33 
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c . 
2 I believe, of course, they \\1001d use existinq 

3 right of ways to J:educe expense. I think ~ they cxmf:mnted 

' this air park, of course, a1Xl having to get here they had to go 

5 east, as I think they have imicated, and my belief is that 

6 institutionally what such an o:rqanizat!on thinks is that well, 

1 we rcust then c:x::m! this way to get here (pointinq) • 

8 Now, if we go next to the highway we are 

9 cpinq to 1-.ave to wxestle with the higm.tay people who ~.erally 

10 do mt favor mltiple use because of visual MaSOnS, and also, 

11 perhaps, because of established practice that }'01 can separate 

12 users, am that was a :better. way to 90• 
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2 They, in m:( vi.ew, .would tend to react 

3 to 9et around the barrier with the least time spent 

4 in negotiations or in conflict with powerful agencies. 

5 I think at that point they cut i.t as short as they could 

6 to reduce expense, and to avoid the long, drawn out 

7 negotations that might be required with the highway 

8 agency if they moved it further, and not knowing for 

9 some ·reason -- however they come to the conclusion 

10 that this town did not exist -- I think this is a 

11 psychological feature. Towns always kind of treated 

12 that way. They have been •. We will go to Harrisonburg, 

( 
13 and we will mndle it that way, because this town really 

14 doesn't matter that much, and they don't have a planning 

15 commission, and in the absence of some organized 

16 community center, it is a very typical thing. Unfortunately 

17 typical. 

18 They attempted to do in the visual effect 

19 the best they could. My argument simply is that the 

20 trade-off has not been adequately considered, because 

21 these people in this town had a healthy, optimistic 

22 future in light of the trends in ener9y costs and in 

23 the concern about exploi.tation and over use of land, and 

(· I think that this is a very small vi.sual trade-off for the 

1._35 
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( . 

":'' 
2 important values of community and town, and I believe 

3 orderl ¥_· planni~g processes as well. 

4 If I were to analyze it as a policy 

5 choice, that is what I would do. 

6 MR. HOOVER: I don't have any more 

1 questi.ons over there right now. 

8 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: All right. Come 

9 back and have a seat, Doctor Collins. Are you 

10 finished with your direct examination? 

11 MR. HOOVER: No, not quite. 

12 

13 BY MR. HOOVER (Continuing) 

14 
Q . Well, I believe that maybe is about 

15 all. Let me see. I think yo~ touched on this, but 

16 I guess perhaps a final question. I would like to ask 

17 
if there is any way to justify possibly greater cost 

18 
of relocating the easement away from the town. You 

19 
talk a little bit about the cost and benefits on this, 

20 
but perhaps you could --

21 
COMMI.SSIONER SHANNON: Would you 

22 
repeat the fi.r~t part of the question. 

23 
BY MR. HOOVER (Continui~g} 

(·· 24 
Q Is there any way -- the Commission itself 
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asked a)x)ut whether the town \Oll.d be willing to bear the cost 

of IIDVing the towers away,. am I tCUld like for you to focus 

on that question of sharinq the cost and benefits just a bit. 

119_~ 

A Well, I believe that it is possible to justify 

increased dollar costs fer Vepco on the basis of these other 

costs, envimnmental, ecxmanic costs, to perhaps sare of the 

individuals ~ live in the town, and ~rhaps potential costs 

to the town as a tax gathering body, to the County perllaps. 

I think that the envi.romental. ~ may 

haw a lot of excesses in it, in that people have alleged, and 

I certainly believe that W! haw care to consider the term 'cost' 

DUCh mre fully. .And knowing that in sare sense the issue is 

lets mt hide the fact that the visual --that a visual intact 

such as a major tower next to your house is a cost, and that 

if it - if you can't assign a dollar value to it entirely, 

nevertheless we should put it in the equation so. we \Oll.d have 

a full balance. 

The other issue I think is wm will pay 

the cost of this. Well, I don't knew whether it is the boD:l­

holder ar the utility users, but it seems to me if that cost 

is counted, I am ta.lking about the envil:ormmtal affects and the 
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effects on this town -

QMr1ISSiamR ~: It is the ra~.ter­

wr.rNESS cor:r:ms: I think in that sense the 

ratepayer - assuming that this is so, that we have 

det:e!:rn:ined that the cost sh:W.d better be borne in the 

l.20 

dollars that w use electricity,· then that ··fact;;· and·~:.·.· 

this in my view,not only insults but possibly tums the 

table on a town that might do very well. 

BY MR. 11X:NER (Continuinq) 

0 Now, in connection with the cost issue, 1oold.nq 

at that nap that l'C\1 'just left over there, isn't it in fact tme 

that it tOlld appear substantially hiqher costs have teen paid 

because of the natural barrier or the FAA regulation, so that 

really the consaner, as a whole, has paid mre for that kind 

of barrier - FAA happens to have regulations that l'OU can't 

fly airplanes below. 

So, that, I think, should be taken into 

account. 

A It nust be, yes. 

0 You are sayinq he!:e is amther entity wmse 

costs shculd also be taken into account. 

A Absolutely. I am not alleqing bad fai1:h 

or anyt.hinq of that sort at all. I believe - as I see the 
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situation, that Vepa:) has a task - you kraw, reliable, depemable, 

electricity where it is needed, when it is needed. 

tbi, they were attenptinq to ~- I think - do the 

best they could within those confines, bit I t:hink that they 

reacted to the aiJ:port obriously, because that is a barrier. '!here 

is nothinq they could do about it. And then you find the next 

best alternative. I believe that they umervalued and under­

cxmsidered, and Ullierheard in my view, an iltportant value, which 

should have been considered. 

a::M-1ISSICNER SlmNNCN: 'Ibis Q:mnission has 

been imlolved, as ycu pJ:Obably knew, in numerous 

power line sitinq cases. Serre of the larqest in the 

counb:y, and this is a factor which always wighs: No 

one wants that line; and any property it does go over 

it does a certain ~ of envi.J:onnental damage. 

WI'l'NESS mr;r:ms: Absolutely. 

CXH!ISSiamR SHANNCN: 1ftl this is a real 

difficult area to consider because as you say the 

ecaanic problems am borne by all of society, and 

it is - I just wanted you to knew that we am mindful 

of a lot of the things lQl are saying because they have 

been bmught out in 755 and 500 Kv cases. 

GARRE'IT J. WALSH, JR. - COURT REPORTER 
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Wl'1'NESS OV.T·TNS: I understand that very 

mch, and I know that mbody wants a landfill or a 

pc7tm' lirle or a refinery, and I understand·:. that 

very tell, and I understand that W8t \'le am teyi.nq 

to do is find the best mute. 

<DMSSIC!'JER SH1\NNCN: It is largely a 

matter of jlXlgment. 

Wl'INESS Q)T.T.INS: Absolutely. And it is 

ultinB.tely a question of judgDent, infatmed judc;ment, 

and if I could be free to say this, when he asked ne 

if I would do sate research assistance, or try to help 

him, I frankly said m, I just can't do it. And the 

thinq that led me to do it, and I am not beinq paid 

for this, I said I didn't want aey m:mey, I \«nlld try 

122.·· 

to help if I could - and I felt there was a chance that 

their idea had merit, 1::ecause I den •t need the windmills 

to fight- was that I felt upon review that the town 

was, sanehow, net pr;operly treated. Am that if it is 

true as they told ne, that those first two towers that 

wem built, they wm:e right there in the tcwn, I felt 

that that was unfair and was an att:erpt to prejutice 

the case that I felt had merit, and should be hem:d. 

So, fer whatever that is ~. that is Why - I understand 
.1.40 
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(. 2 
this trade-off. 'lhere is m perfect mute. 

3 MR. acx:m:R: That is all. 

4 <XMaSSIONER S!WmCN: Mr. Tripp? 
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c- 2 

3 (3)SS EXAMINATICN 

4 BY MR. TRIPP 

5 0 I:Cctor <l'>llins - it is ~ <l'>llins, isn't 

6 it? 

7 A Yes. 

8 0 You said :you testified previously in sate 

9 · sitinq cases? Did any of them involve transmission lines? 

10 A None at all involved transmission lines. 

11 
~ of them involved the integrity of towns, the town of I.eesblrq, 

12 so I should say my expertise is not in facility sitinqs, but 

( 
13 in the small town am agricultural lcm:l issues, which I refetted 

14 to,· I think, in my openinq remarks. 

15 Q Silx:e :you haven't testifie:l in cases dealinq· · 

16 with transmission lines, my - my next several questions may 

17 be superfl\DlS - ~ I am goinq to ask ycu than any way. In 

18 lco1dng at the situation, did you consider the :reliability of 

19 electric service in areas ren'Dte fran the town? 

20 A I· tmught of it, of CDlnle, !:ut I did mt 

21 have the benefit of :ycur info:rmation on that, or the demand. 

22 I assune that that was given, that . ycu had made the ease 

23 that such a line should be built, and I asstm!d that that was so. c· ·: 

24 Q And consequently ycu gave no amsideration 

GARRE'IT. J. WALSH, JR. - COURT REPORTER 
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to the effect on reliability of seJ:Vice in other parts of ·the 

ShenalX!oah Valley of delay of this line. 

A I have, of course, been CIO!'lCeDled about that. 

If it were asked in my judgnent do I have the full infcmnation 

to make the choice myself, I would say m, I have not. I did 

- I do not have sufficient infoJ:mation. 

0 You really haven't had tine. 

A ~ I am mt sure that I am fully capable 

of the kind of evaluation of energy demam. I have sane problem 

with the wmle projecticm of danand that sanetimes is made. Sane 

people say if you save energy it is as geed as producing mre 

energy, and I feel conservation is an area that has been very 

llllCh neglected in demand forecasts. 

0 You tecaaae im.lolved in this case what, last 

~, l'C\1 said? 

A About a \IJeek ago, yes. 

0 If yea had been around in 1971 or '76, this is 

sc:met:hing you w:mld have laved to look into in detail, and advise 

am maybe consult with Vepc%) and the town and try to work out what 

you consider the best arrangement, I gather. 

A ell, sure •. 

0 ~ that is sort of tilat ~ ccntemplate doing 

in :your activities at the oniversi~ or othel:wise? 
1.4~ 
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A I am basically a teacher and administrator. 

I do sate research, but consultiDj is not my major tusiness. But 

I am 'very mch concerned with the practices in inplanenting habits 

in ll1i.ms of planners that they know' what to look for and what 

to ask. 

0 But it is perfectly clear, I think, that you 

had m OJ;p:)rtunity to cxmsult with ~ COUnty \tka1 they 

decided not to ask for a hearinq in this case back in 1976. You 

had no contact with the c:bunty until a week, or perhaps a week 

and a half ago. 

A 'lblt is absolutely right. 

0 All right. A little different point ncM. You 

mentioned trade-offs, and ycur view is that there is great value 

in the scenic, people livinq in the town, people M1o might visit 

there. Am. }1CU used the term, I t.elieve, 'trade-off.' You berm 

not hem:d testinnny, b!cause there has been m testirrDny yet, 

as to the dollar cost of this relocation, so let me suggest 

hypothetically to you that if the test:hmny in this case \ere 

to aheM that the additional cost to Vepco, the additional cost, 

let's say, of this relocation \tlO\lld be three hundred and eighty-

three thousand, six hund%ed ·dollars, am . that the population of 

Mt. Crawford heinq appmximately three humred people, that the 

additional costs "--lld t.e atcut a thcusand,~ ·blo blnb::ed and fifty 

~A._Li 

GARRETI J. WALSH, JR.- _COURT REPORTER 



1 

(: 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Cbllins - Cross 

dollars per person in Mt. Crawford. 

[k) you think that would be a justifiable 

trade-off? 

A '!bat, in itself, tUll.d not be conclusive to 

me. I think it would be sarethinq- I would want, first of all, 

to evaluate to make sure that I agree with the number. 

0 Iet's assmne the nunbers are correct. 

A I would still - I don't think I could make 

a j\Xigment on that ri9ht new. I honestly don't, because I am -

I WDU1d say this - I am willinq to pay a larger share of dollar 

c;x,sts for electricity, becauSe I believe that I ought to pay for 

it as a consumer rather than have the people of Mt. Crawford pay 

for it day after day after day. 

0 I wish yea had been in the courtmom seve%aJ. 

nr:mths ago when we had a hearinq on ~ subject of rates and 

expressed that opinion, Doctor. 

A 

0 We might do that. 

kmws a little sanethinq about that, teo. 

BY MR. '1mPP (Continuinq) 

127 

0 You n-entioned the Ridd property that is ~st 

1.45 
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of the town - sarewhat of historical inte:rest? 

Yes. A 

0 You are aware, are you not, that Mr. Ridd sold 

to vepco an eaSE!IE!lt across his property qivinq us permission to 

build the line across his property? 

A Of course, I am awa:re of that. I tried to get 

in contact with the Kidd's a9ain tD fim out - I just checked out 

all ~ applications - tD see what J:coks l'0\1 read and so forth, 

wnich is the logical thinq to do, of course. But I did not :reach 

Mr. Ridd. 

Q As to the landowners on the east side of the 

you talked tD arr:I of tmse landowners? 

A cne, and he feels that it "WOUld J::e advantageous. 

Q He wculd l!Jce to have the transmission line 

on his pmpm:t.y? 

A He said it is closer to his pmperty, and he 

is willing to take it because he thinks it is better for the town. 

That man is in this J:Can. I don't laDt whether he ~uld allow me 

to qmte him or mt, b.tt I asked him his opinion about this, and 

I believe that - I did mt do a poll - but that is one of the 

things I think ought to· te· considered. 
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QM.1ISSIIamR BRADSHAW: He didn't qive ~ 

a price, did he? 

Wl'lNESS mr:r.ms: R); no, he didn • t do that. 

<DMrSSiamR BlW:ISRAW: I think that is the 

bottan line question. 

BY MR. TRIPP (Qmt.inuing) 

0 DoctDr, ~ made a a:xtuent that led me to 

129 

believe, and perhaps you didn't understand that Vepc%) had already 

acquired this right of way, and .W.d have to abandon that right 

of way and buy a new right of way if there was a relocation. 

A I did ask that question before I drove aver -

I said if they requin!d all the riqht of way am there is a whole 

new process invclved, it is p%0bably not worth it because it is 

just tco-111JCh of a hassle for them, and then tarry said he would 

do a little chec1dnq and he cane hack to rre am said !ti)St of the 

land that WDUl.d be acquired under the altemate mute wcul.d. 

be the sane owners that are imolved in the existinq !:CUte. 

And that the%e \\10Uld !:s sate mverrent of the site, but pretty DllCh 

the same owners and perhaps - I don't knew how the c:x.trpenSatiDn:· 

works - 1::ut I was suggesting that the lam - I am not an 

appraiser either- blt the lam may mt be as valuable as the 

lam that you purchased, or that you could make a trade if that 

1.47 
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is leqal. I don't know al:out that. 

Q You sinply don't knew al:out that, do :YOU? 

A I do knew-

Q You haven't talked to the landowners to know 

whether or mt they w.:rold cxme to this a:mnission to opp:a! the 

relocation? 

A No. 

Q You don't know whether even if they laD1 this 

proposal has been made, do you? 

A Well-

Q let ·me ask it this way: Ib all the landowners 

wrose property will be crossed by your :relocation knew that you 

A No, sir1 they do not. 

Q Now, t:alldnq about our p!:Op)sed right of way. 

You mentioned uses that the town could make that \Olld sort of 

enhance the envh'cnnent of the town. You are aware, are you not, 

that parks and similar uses that do not imlolve large structures 

are pemissible under transmission line right of way. You certainly 

:in your planninq activities have seen transmission line right of 

ways :in urban areas that are· used for var~ pm:poses? 

A Pel:missible, but not the nest desirable. 

Q Are :you saying that it 'NOUld te UIXlesirable to 

1.48 
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have a park UBier a transmission line? 

A I wculd say it would be DDre desirable to have 

that park in that flood plain am adjacent to the develqment 

which they pxopose than to have the p:JWer line over it. 

0 Than to have the power line al.onq the interstate 

highway? 

A Yes, that is exactly rtrJ view. 

MR. 'l'RIPP: '!bat is all I have. 

MR. ~: No questions. 

cx:Mn:SSICNER SlmNt01: All right. You rray 

starx1 dawn, and the. camdssion will take a shlrt recess. 

(3:00 p.m.) 
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Copper - Direct 

3:10 p.m. 'Dle Cbmlission 

msurres it • s session. 

• 

MR. lrolER: I would like to call Mr. J. R. Q:)pper, Jr. 

J. R. <DPPER, JR. , 

a witness intmduc::ed on behalf of the Applicant, being first 

duly swom, testified as foll.ows: 

0 I \tOlld just like to state that he was not 

nana:1 as a wimess when~ filed our list, tut an issue bas 

care up and I am callinq him for the purpose of identifyinq 

and offerinq as an exhibit the town lx:nmdarles of Mt. Cmwfom. 

QM.!ISSiamR SIP.NNal: 'Any objections? 

MR. TRIPP: I want to hear what he says. 

BY MR. HXlVER (Continuinq) 

0 

Crawfom? 

A 

Have l'OU surveyed the town bourl:3aries of Mt. 

Yes. 

150 
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again? 

Cbpper - Direct. 

Q When did you carplete your survey? 

A '.lb! filed carpletion ·was late fall last year. 

Q Is that a sigl'lE!d. certified copy of ~ 

A Yes. 

MR. H<XJVER: I l«rul.d like to introduce this 

as Applicant • s exhibit. 

MR. ~: can 't.1e get the witnesses name 

a:M!ISSICNER SHANNOO: Copper. I don 1t think 

ycu qualified him, gave us his backgmund. 

BY MR. HOOVER (COnti.nuing) 

Q Will you state l'OU%' name and professional 

background am certifications? 

A James R. Copper, Jr. , I am a licensed Sl1J:'Veyer 

133 

by the state of Virqinia. ~tely seventeen years experience 

in am with surveys, many' many different types. . Military, school, 

and so on. 

MR. 'miPP: ~. 0'2ainnan, to shortcut things, 

we have no problem with this l:eing introduced to shew 

what the town rrJW alleges their ooundaries to 1:e, and 

if that is all ••• 

MR. HOOlER: '!hat is the purpose of it. 

1 :=11 
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MR. TRIPP: N! ~ 't challenge his credentials 

or how it was developed. 'ltlat is our position. N! 

understand that, and owe dispute it, but that is fine. 

CCMrrSSimER ~.NNCN: '!hat will be Exhibit 

~-6. 

cef.t.!ISSICNER BPADSH1\W: You got off light, 

Mr. Q)pper. I don •t guess they have got any mre 

questions. 

MR. :HC:OIER: Yes, one rrDre question. 

BY MR. !mvER (Contimrl.nq) 

0 tbuld you identify this sheet here? 

A 'l!lat is a copy of the county tax maps fxan the 

camd.ssioner of :ReMmue • s Office of Rx:kingham a:nmty. 

0 Have :YOU on these maps overlayed the proposed 

Vepco easement line, the one that has been approved by the 

a:mnission, the one that Vepco JDt is hrl.lding the tower alon;? 

A· Yes. 

0 And that is the green line there? 

A Yes. 

MR. llnlER: I tGll.d like to intmduce this 

as-

C<:M«SSICNER BmlNNCN: That will be JRC-7. '!bat 

is the County tax map. ... =.? 
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'·'WI'INESS COPPER: '!he tax map? 

<n+1ISSICNER BlW)SB1l.N: Yes. 

WITNE5S COPPER: Of murse, they update then 

every year. I am mt sure. 

CDMrSSI<EER BPM)SHAW: 'lhlt is mat I· nean. 

MR. IIXJ\TER: _It is the current tax map? 

WI'l'NESS COPPER: It is the current tax map, 

CCM-rrSSICNER BRADSHAW: Do you knew if that 

135 

was the tax map back when Vepco started their ~tions 

W1'1NESS COPPER: I can't verify that one 

hurmed percent. I "-1)U].d say yes fJ:an 'mf experienee 

with tax maps that it is the same one that has been 

carried thmugh the years. 

MR. HOOJER: No furt!"er questions. 

MR. TRIPP: No questions. 

MR. ROOERS: No questions. 

<XM«SSICNER SfmNNCN: 'ftlank ~ very l'lllC:h, 

Mr. a,pper, and you can star¥! down. 

Wl'fNESS STANDS ASIDE. 

1.53 
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( , ... 

2 COMl1ISSI.ONER SHANNON: Any·thins further? 

3 MR. HOOVER; No, that ~.s all. 

4 CO~ISSIONER SHANNON: Mr. Tripp? 

5 MR. TRIPP: We call Vepco's witness, 

6 Mr. Rice. 

7 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: How many witnesses 

8 does Vepco have? 

9 MR. TRIPP: Mr. Rice. 

10 
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1 ;Ri,ce - Direct 137 
( 
\;.··· 2 

3 DONALD N. ;RI.CE, 

4 a witness introduced on behal;f of Vi.rginia Electric and 

5 Power Company, being first duly sworn, testified as 

6 ~allows: 

7 

8 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

9 BY MR. TRIPP 

10 Q Mr. Rice, will you state for the record 

11 please, your full name and your position with Virginia 

12 c 
13 

Electric and Power Company? 

A ~Y name is Donald N. Rice. I am Manager 

14 of TND Engineers. I am a registered professional engineer 

15 in the State of Virginia. I am. a member of the IAAA 

16 and its Engineering Society and Secretary -- I mean 

17 Chairman of it's 'fransmission and Distr.ibution Committee. 

18 Q Thank you. Mr. Rice, do you recognize 

19 the aerial photo? 

20 A I do. It is an aerial photograph that 

21 we purchased from the Department of Highway, the Virginia 

22 Department of Highways, on which we have indicated the 

c,· 23 

24 

route of our certificated lines on the State Corporation 

Commissi.on. 

155 
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2 Q Is that the ·li.ne I am po,i.nt to ri.ght 

138 

3 now? 

4 A It is the line that i.s to the --

5 Q Left hand side? 

6 A Left hand side of the aerial photograph. 

7 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: That is the one 

8 that has been previously identified as DNR-4, is 

9 that right? 

10 MR. TRIPP: Yes, sir. 

11 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Will you mark 

( 
12 that, Mr. Bailiff •. 

13 Bailiff: Yes, sir. 

14 

15 BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

16 Q Mr. Rice, does this other dotted line 

17 here, the right sidedE the map, show your understanding 

18 of the alternative routing proposed by the Town of Mt. 

. 19 Crawford? 

20 A Based on the verbal description of the 

21 alternate route supplied i.n these proceedings, that is 

22 a line that we made following the description. 

23 Q All right, Mr. Rice. Maybe it would be 

24 better i.f you came over to this exhi.bit. Mr. Rice, why 

1.56 
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don't. you_ get over there and don't block Judge Shannon's 

view. 

would you just briefl¥ describe the 

characteristics of the development' or lack of de "l!!lopment 

along our line, and point out the spot where the 

alternative would be near some development? 

A The route c£ the certificated line is 

on the eastern extremity of the town of Mt. Crawford. 

It lies in the flood -- the very edge of the flood plain 

of Cook's Creek. It lies behind an existing cemetery, 

which is in this area, and is an area tbat has little 

potential for residential development, as such. It does 

have potential for recreational pu~poses. On the southern 

end of that down the land is farm land, tillable land, 

and generally across an open area of the general area 

east of Mt. Crawford. 

The alternative proposed by the town 

committee, takescff at a point approximately twelve 

hundred and fifty feet south of the North River, and 

extends in an easterly direction toward Highway 81, for 

a distance of approximately three thousand feet. We 

had a little bit of a problem with that, in that the 

actual distance between the point they mentioned and the 
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highwa~, i.s approximate!~ four thousand :eee:t. In that 

area between: a point twelve hundred and fift~ feet south 

of the North River and HighwaY, 81, the proposed allignment, 

even if adjusted, goes in the front of several residences 

in this area (pointing}, it comes up and parallels the 

highway 81, and goes adjacent to a residential complex 

about half way in the forty-five hundred foot parallel, 

and then it takes a turn to the west near the interchange 

at -- that appears on Highway 81, and comes back to the 

original allignment. 

Q Mr. Rice, in considering the routing 

originally some years ago of this line that you have 

taken into consideration the guidelines of the then Federal 

Power Commission and this Commission in selecting your 

route? 

A We did take into consideration the 

Federal Power Commission's guidelines, and endeavored 

to come along this Cooks Creek area, as an area having 

little potential for at least residenti.al development 

as compared to impacti.n9 the i.nterstate highway. 

Also there are residences in this area. 

It seems to us that we had looked at the environmental 

guidel.ines used -- usi~g the ·constrai.nts that were therein 
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2 to support our feelings about the thi~g. It was one of 

3 our reasons for_ goi.~g back to Rocki.ngham County Planning 

Commissi.on, to fi.nd out indeed, whether there were any 

5 plans in this area that we should take into consideration 

6 before we came to the State Corporation Commission for 

7 our Application for certification. 

8 Q And you filed in 1976 and obtained a 

9 certificate for this line in February 1977, did you not? 

10 A That is cprrect. 

11 Q Now, if you wer~ to now relocate the line 

( 
12 as suggested by the town, what would the cost of that 

13 relocation be? 

A Let me go over here. The total cost 

15 for thatmlocation is three hundred and eighty-three 

16 thousand, six hundred dollars. 

17 Q And that would be an increase of about 

18 how much over the present cost of that segment of the 

19 line? 

20 A The answer that I just gave you was what 

21 the dif~erential cost is between the exi.sting route, and 

22 the proposed route. The existi.~g route is certificated 

23 at an estimated cost of four. hundred and seventy-nine 

24 tho.usand, thr.ee hundred dollars. The relocated route has 

1.59 
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c ··. 2 an estimated cost d. si)t hundred· and fitty-three thousand, 

3 nine ·hundred dollars. The ditterence between those two 

4 routes was a hundred and seventy--tour thousand, six 

5 hundred dollars. To that must be added thirty-six thousand 

6 dollars for investment in foundations on the existing 

7 route, plus a hundred and seventy-three thousand dollar 

8 cost for the right d. way on the existing route, which 

9 gives me a total of a three hundred and eighty-three 

10 thousand dollar -- six hundred dollar penalty for the 

11 
relocation. 

12 
COMMISSDNER BRADSHAW: Does that include 

( 
13 

the purchase of the new right of way? 

14 WITNESS RICE: Yes, sir. 

15 

16 
BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

17 
0 How many more acres would the longer 

18 
alternative location concern? 

19 
A Approximately six acres. 

20 
Q All right. If you were to have to 

21. 
relocate the line, you would now haye to contact the 

22 
landowners along the alternative routing, negotiate with 

23 
them if necessary, and enter condemnati.on proceedings, 

(-
24 

and generally spend a lot of time, wouldn't you? 

1.BO 

GARRETI J. WALSH, JR.- COURT REPORTER 



1 
Ri.ce - Direct 143 

2 A ~es. )!'~u wo.uld enter into condemnations 

3 if ¥OU could not negotiate. 

4 Q What would be the e~tect of delay of 

5 let's say a year or two years, or three years, in the 

6 completion of this li.ne i~ you had to now relocate?· 

7 A The service to the valley area, Harrisonbur~ 

8 area, on up to Edinburg, consists of two transmission 

9 lines, that terminate at Harrisonburg substation. And 

10 with one transmission line that extends from Harrisonburg 

11 substation northward to Edinburg. The load growth in 

12 
the valley area is such that with the loss of one of these 

( 
13 

existing 115 Kv transmission lines in 1980, the voltage 

14 drop on the remaining line would be such that we would 

15 probably have to curtail load ~n the Harrisonburg area, 

16 
Endless Caverns, Edinburg, and Woodstock areas. 

17 
That is one of the reasons why we believe 

18 
that it is necessary to provide a new source of power 

19 
for the valley area from our valley substation, which 

20 
is a proposed 500 to 230Ky substation, which would then 

21 
provi.de a strong, 23 0 Ky source from the valley substation, 

22 
and then would also allow us looking a~ a progressive 

23 
means of reinforci~g this valle~ area to energize the 

24 
transmi.ssion line between Harrisonburg and Grottos as 

1 f)1 
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( : 
. 2 a 230 Kv li.ne. 

3 That li.ne has been rebuilt for 230 Kv 

operation. 

5 Also, included in the lo~g range plans 

6 are conversion of the Dunes substation from 500 to 230 Kv 

7 station. The rebuilding of a transmission line from Dunes 

8 to Staunton -- west of Staunton for 230 Kv operations 

9 so that we would eventually end up with two five hundred 

10 to two thirty Kv substations supplying the valley area, 

11 one from Dunes substation which is near Waynesboro, and 

12 the other from Valley· substation, which is up the lines 

( 
13 from this proposed transmission facility. 

14 Thereby, greatly improving the reliability 

15 of service to the valley area •. A delay in getting this 

16 line in service is necessarily going to delay the orderly 

17 conversion process in supplying the valley with adequate 

18 power. 

19 Q So a delay of a year or two of completing 

20 this line would -- would it be fai.r to sal_' it would 

21 jeopardize the reliabi.lity of service i.n the Harrisonbu~g 
. -

22 area and the valley area north o~ Harrisonburg? 

23 A That is correct. 

24 
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(' 3-IE CO~ISSI.ONER SHANNON: Mr. Rice 1 it the 

3 alternative was chosen, would :vou have any 

4 existing towers that would have to be removed? 

5 WITNESS RICE: Four towers would have 

6 to be -- could be reused. 

7 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: They would have 

8 to be dismantled? 

9 WITNESS RICE: Dismantled. 

10 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Did you figure 

11 in the net cost of the difference? Did you 

12 figure in the·cost of that? 

(' 
13 WITNESS RICE: It did not include the 

14 cost of dismantling the towers. It did include 

15 the cost of loss of foundation. 

16 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: How much would 

17 that be, the dismantling. Would it be 

18 significant? 

19 
WITNESS RICE: Somewhere between eight 

20 
and twelve thousand dollars. 

21 
COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Total? 

22 
WITNESS RI.CE: Y~s, sir. 

23 
COMMI.SSIONER BRADSHAl'l: What is the status 

(' 
24 

of· this line between -- is it fifty percent 
1.63 
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2 complete, severity:-five -- what i.s the target 

3 date? 

4 WI.TNESS RICE: The secti.on of the 

5 line from west of Staunton to Valley· i.s a 

6 wood H frame line. The structures are installed 

7 on that, and I believe wire stringing is in 

8 process. The section of the line from Valley 

9 substation into Harrisonburg consists of a double 

10 circuit steel tower line. All of the foundations 

11 are in place, and thirteen out of approximately 

( 
12 sixty towe+s are installed, as of today. 

13 .COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: And when are you 

14 supposed to finish? 

15 WITNESS RICE: ·The section from Valley 

16 to Dayton, which is west of Harrisonburg, is 

17 scheduled to be in service March 2nd. The reason 

18 for that is --

19 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Of this year? 

20 WITNESS RICE: Yes, sir. So we can pick 

21 up the Da¥ton Coop i.n our Dayton substation from 

22 the west of Staunton area ~.o we can utilize an 

23 exi.sti~g corridor between Day·ton substation and 

24 Harrisonburg substation. Take that transmission 

1.64 
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(:. 
............ 2 li.ne o~f; there, and p.ut up double ·ci.rcuit steel 

3 towers in that area. 

4 CO~ISSI.ONER BRADSHAW: These towers 

5 carry two 115 lines for a total of 230? 

6 WITNESS RICE: The towers are designed 

1 tor 230 Kv operation1from Farley to Dayton they 

8 will carry one circuit at the present time. 

9 From Dayton into Harrisonburg 

10 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: You are getting 

11 me confused now. This little strip we are talking 

12 

( 
13 

about right here --

WITNESS RICE: It is designed for two 

14 circuits to operate at 230,000 volts. 

15 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Next question: 

16 Is that possible to put underground? 

17 WITNESS RICE: Yes, at about three 

18 hundred dollars a circuit foot. 

19 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Three hundred 

20 dollars a circuit f;oot. And how many feet is 

21 it? 

22 WI.TNESS R,ICE; The ori.9i.nal route is 

23 c ·. 
. ...__ 

24 COMMISSIONER BRAD.SHAW: From where the 
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2 original route intersec·ts. the ·alternate. 

3 Whe:r·e ·it i.ntersects the alternate. 

WITNESS RICE: Ni.ne thousand feet. 

5 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Nine thousand 

6 feet. Is that two hundred and. seventy thousand? 

7 Two million I don't think three hundred people 

8 MR. HOOVER: We discussed that in some 

9 of our conferences. 

10 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: So that has been 

11 ruled out. 

12 MR. HOOVER: That cost was quoted to us, 

( 13 and we have not pursued that for that reason. 

14 COMMISSIONER-BRADSHAW: What is the longest 

15 230 line, Mr. Rice, underground? 

16 WITNESS RICE: I would say 

17 COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW: Is nine thousand 

18 feet engineering feasible? 

. 19 WITNESS RIC~: Oh, yes. It is feasible. 

20 We have a crossing in the Norfolk area, across 

21 the Elizabeth River, that is somewhere between 

22 
s.i.x and seven thousand feet. we have another 

23 i.nstallation up i.n northern divi.$ion area, between 

24 
Glebe ·and Crystal substation, that is 
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(' 

2 ·'I.·· somewhere i.n the· order. of a mi.le or a mi.le and 

3 a half. 

4 CO~I.SSIONER SHANNON: What is a 

5 circuit foot? 

6 WITNESS RICE: It is a -- it consists 

7 of three conductors for a three-phase line. A 

8 circuit foot -- when I talk about three hundred 

9 dollars a circuit foot, I am talking about 

10 installi.ng three cables to make up a three-phase 

11 circuit. 

12 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Go ahead. 

( 
13 

14 BY MR. TRIPP (Continuing) 

15 Q Mr. Rice, recognizing that nobody, perhaps 

16 the one possible exception you heard today -- much likes 

17 having a transmission line near them, and having heard 

18 all the testimony that Mt. Crawford has put on, do you see 

19 any reason to change the location of that line? 

20 In other words, would you make the same 

21 location deci.si.on today, havi.n9' heard all these arguments, 

22 that you made back i.n 1976 when ~ou £i.led your Application? 

23 A I think we would make ·the same decision 

c 
24 

today. 

- -
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c.· 
2 Q And you would not put the li.ne down 

3 Interstate ·al tor forty-:eive hundred feet? 

4: A No. 

5 MR. TRIPP: That is all I have. 

6 COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Who has the fi.nal 

·7 say? I realize we do, but who has the final say 

8 on the route of the transmission line. Is that 

9 your final judgment, Mr. Rice? 

10 W'ITNESS RICE: No. If we think we are 

11 in an area of controversy, I will discuss it 

12 
with those above me. Generally speaking, it would 

( 
13 

be in my area. I would review it. 

14: 
COMMISSIONER SHANNON: You would make 

15 
the recommendation, wouldn't you? 

16 
WITNESS RICE: That is right. 

17 
COMMISSIONER SHANNON: The recommendation, 

18 
if there is no co~roversy, then in all practical 

19 
effect you make the decision. 

20 
WITNESS RICE: That is correct. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: Mr. Hoover? 
21 

22 

23 c : 

24: 
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C~OSS EXAMI.NATION 

BY MR. HOOVER 

Q Yes. Let's go back over these cost 

151 

figures, Mr. Ri.ce. When you broke down the three hundred 

and eighty·-three thousand, six eighty figure, you 

testified that the~ditional cost of construction of 

the proposed alternative route was one hundred and 

seventy-four thousand, six hundred? 

A That is as of against the cost of the 

present line, yes, sir. 

Q In other words, was that basically for the 

additional towers and wire, ·or could you break down that 

cost? 

A Yes, sir, I could break it down for you. 

On the original route, the nine thousand feet, there is 

a hundred and seventy-three thousand dollars for right 

of way in land acquisition; four thousand two hundred 

dollars for right of way clearing; there is a hundred and 

twent~ thousand dollars for eleven towers and foundation 

material. 

Q This i.s the ~rigi.nal? 

A Thi.s i.s. the ori.gi.nal route. The ·overhead 

1.69 
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conductors, .the insulators, .clamps, mi.scellaneous material 

and things of that sort, forty-ei.ght thousand, eight 

hundred dollars. 

Q Excuse me. My· question was asking for 

a breakdown of the additional amount that you testified 

a hundred and. seventy-four thousand, six hundred. 

A That was the difference in cost between 

the nine thousand foot certificated route, and the 

estimated cost of the eleven thousand two hundred foot 

alternate route, which you all propose. 

Q And I·am asking you if you will break 

down that figure! that hundred and seventy-four thousand, 

six hundred. Is that mostly towers? Is it acquisition 

cost? 

A The only Wiy I can break it down is to 

sit down and go through all of these related items that 

I have looked ~. 

Now, probably -- now part of it is an 

estimated tw.o hundred and eight thousand dollar cost for 

new right of wa":/, and when I came up with that three 

hundred and ei.ghtY.-three thousand, six hundred dollar 

cost, I also i.ncluded the: loss of the expenditure that 

we have already· paid for right of wa":/ of a hundred and 
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sevent~-th.tee thousand dollars .• 

153 

Q So that i.f there would be any· trade-off s . 

wi.th. the same ·landowners, that would be deducted from 

that cost that has already been outlayed for acquisition 

of right of way? 

A That is right; but that is a big, 

qualified 'if.' Our experience in that area has been 

that property owners take the position: You paid me 

for this once, if you want something else, you can pay 

for that, too. 

Q In fact, you pai.d a hundred and seventy-

three thousand dollars in that immediate area to five 

property owners, I believe , .didn • t you? 

A I couldn't tell you how many_ property 

owners it was, specifically. That included acquisition 

cost. 

Thatmcluded the cost of our right of way 

. agents, property title searches, and things of that sort. 

COMMISSIONER SHANNON: You are just 

acqui.ring easement, aren't you? 

WITNESS RICE: That is right. We just 

acq_uired an easement. 

1.7:l 
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( :'. 
.. 2 BY MR. HOOVER (Con.ti.nu~~g) 

3 Q How wi.de i.s. that easement? 

A A hundred and twenty-five teet. 

5 0 But you di.d break out the cost of two 

6 hundred and aghty-fi.ve thousand dollars, which is an 

7 additional right of way cost in your estimate of how 

8 much more it would~st to construct the proposed 

9 alternative by the town? 

10 A That js r~ght. 

11 0 So that that cost, is that based basically 

12 on the land value that you.used for the right of way you 

( 13 have already acq?ired in that area? 

14 A I am sure it is. I will ask our real 

15 estate department to make an estimated cost of what that 

16 right of way would probably cost us. I'm sure in the 

17 area of the North River, land values were certainly less 

18 than those that would be parallel to Route 81, but I 

19 did not ask those specific questions, to say: What value 

20 did you give this, and what value di.d ~ou give this other 

21 parcel. 

22 0 Well, actually goi.ng back to your testimony, 

23 you are an e~gineer basically? 

c· 
24 A That is correct. 

t.7Z 
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Q . Xou are not .a planner, _:you haven't you 

don't purport to be testi~yi~~ as a planner. 

A No. This is why I. indi.cated to you that 

in the exerci.si~g of our jud9Illent in transmission line 

route selections, we have made it a policy to go to the 

County and City, municipal planning groups, to get their 

imput in the event that we have overlooked something 

that is of major importance. 

Q And when_you talk about going back to the 

planning commission, you are referring to the letters that 

were introduced as evidence ·in 1971, of having gone back 

to the planning ~ommission? 

A That is right. 

Q You mentioned the FPC guidelines. Did 

you say that you had studied these in connection with 

this site selection? 

A These Federal Power Commission guidelines 

have been a manual for us ~or -- prior to the time that 

they were published I participated as a representative 

o~ the power company in the publi.c hearings that the 
. . 

;Federal Power Commi.ssi.on had, pri.or to the adoption of 

these guidel'ines. 

Q You are fami.liar with Guideline No. 27, and 

1.73 
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. Mr. J~es w. Mo7er~, Sr., Executive Seeretar,1 
Roc!cint?h~m C(3'.mty BOilrd ot Supervisors · 
Co~rt. Hc~~a · · · 
Harrisc;nboxrg, Virginia . 22801 .. .. 
Dear Mr. Moyers: 

~~~ 7ou tor the opportunity ot ~eoting with y~~ on 
Soptembsr 24, lS?l, to discuss cur plans to construct a 230 KV . 
transmission lina on nsv right ot w,. betve&n Dayton and Wast Stau."lton 

· Subst~tim1s, and to con?Grt tbA present transmission lin~ bet~~sn 
Dayton and Harris~burg Substations. During this visit we rev1eYGd 

· r01.1te pl£ns and a sta~el':!Snt ot neceos1ty covering thin project. J.t the 
tim, you .co~anted 70".1 v.ere not a\.'ara of any- objections to 011%" propo3al 
and suggestzd this lt!ltt~r be rov1ew3d with l-ir. George Price, Zoning · 

· Ad.ministrs.tor, Rockingham County. 

On Sapt~::lber 27, 1971, I e.gain viaited ;rari- office to delivor 
a co~pl~te s~t or ra~to ~P~ and a statoQant of necessity coverins thia 
prcpo:led project.· It is my underatanding these sruta papers \.-ere 1r.&!"llrmlly 
presented to the. Bo~ or Supervisoro At the regular BO:.ll'cl r::eeting 0::1 

September 27, 19711 at which tica no obJections ware expr~Qscd. 

In respon&e to your auggostion, I have also revieved this matter 
vith Y.r. Oeorge Price, Zoning Ai.~1strator, and provided his ot£1ce with 

· · a second eat ot maps end Compo.r..y statement. Mr •. Price assured :n::a this· 
ID3ttsr vo-\lld be rev1e1.1ed. ~1.th the Planning Commiscion, and that at preE~ont _ 
thsre appears to ba no obioctlon, sinco tho prop'lsad rig.ht or wa.y 13 1n nn / · 
area currontl7 zoned A-1 \Agricultural), vhi~h permits construction ot // 
eloctric transmission lines and substations. · 1 ' 

.· .. 
Again, thank JOU verr i:zuch for rcur tine cooper&tion in this 

~tter, and please call U I mar be or service to 7ou. 

. ' 

J'JSaa.~~ 

BC: 1-fr. C. A •. Sr.dth / 
_Mr. R. -D. J.fciver· 

Sinceroly:, · 

· IOTEQ. OCT . 5 1971 tJ.$~ 

.. 

. -:F. J. Soucek 
Manaser 
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Har:iso:;.btl.!"g, Vlreiriie. 2~S01 . 
O~tOb&l' 71 l 971 

J.rr. a~~Cl"!;C a. Price . 
. Plannit;.o; C:,:1'tr,ission Z~.o.ing: t~ar.i1nistrator 
Cat!rt Hc"J!:~ · . 
Hsrrie ~-.'lbl.!rg, Vll•t;iu!.a . 22COl 

thank yerv. to-: t~ opportunitY" or coet1n~ \11th YO".! on 
Septomber 24, 1971, to discuss our plans to constroot a 230 KV . . 
trans!!lisslon lino on nev right o£ t:s.y between Dayto!l aud 1-Icst Staunton 
Subst~tions, and to convert tho present tra.ns!ds:Ji~"l li."ls b-3t\orean 

. D~1ytou '3.nd Hnrrisonbura; Substations trom 115 to 230 XV •. Jr.u-ing . this 
visit I rovi~~~d ~th y~l a complete sat ot maps and a statszsnt or 
necoseity coverlng this propcsed proj(1ct. Copies or tbo o't4.tcment Ell2d 
111nps \.,..!re !lrov!dod your office tor turthar revicrr and refoi"on~e. 

In disouss!ne this project, you c~ntea tb3.t it app!ara tl!.e 
proposed right or vs.y ie iu. Sll aroa zoned ;.-1 (:i.gJ.·!oulturel), \lhich · 
perJ!ilts oon~tr-1.1ct1on of elect:ric transmission li1,es e.nJ sub::;tat,.ona. · 
Accordingl-7, ZlO zoning var1G.nco vculd b.3 required., ar.d at tho time o! 
~ visit, TOU uere not avaro or any objections. · 

In reference to our phona conversation, this date, I und~rst~1 
J'OU revieved our trc.nso!ssion line rou~ maps and statement of necessity · 

. 1.-i.th the Bo3rd o£ Surerv!lllors on September 27, 19711 and .v1th tbo 
Pls.n.."ling Comssion on October S, 1971, and f'urth~r, th!'l.t no objectionc 
were expressed. Sh~~d y~~·latar·c~ea:e a~~rc or ~v obje~tions to our 
propos£1, I wo-.ll.d certainly appreciate an early call tr~ you to illoil 
us time tor investigation.. . .· 1 

i 
Again, thank yau very. much· r~r iaur prompt attention tc:i' this 

matter. You have been most coopsra~ive, and. I slt.s.U expect a cal1 from 
7ou it I ~~Y bo of service. 

FJSaacv 

BC: J.fl:-. C. A. Smith 
J.fr. R. D.· Y.-eiver r./ 

Sin~oroly', 

. . 

l'mm OCT · 71971 fl&" 

.' 

·F. J. Soucek 
Manager 

.. . .. 
' 
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