IN THE

Supreme~ Court

of Appeals of Virginia

AT RICHMOND.

Record No. 6258
VIRGINIA:

•

In the Supreme Court of Appeals held at the Supreme
Court of Appeals Building in the City of Richmond on
Thursday the 14th day of October, 1965.

DOYLE J. THOMAS, L. W. CHASE, BERTHA
BRUCE, LAWRENCE GEORGE CAMPBELL,
ALEXANDER ISIAH DUNLAP, JULIOUS EMANUEL
ADAMS AND ARTHUR PINCHBACK, JR.,
Appellants,
against
CITY OF DANVILLE,
Appellee.

From the Corporation Court of Danville
Archibald M. Aiken, Judge·
Upon th_e petition of Doyle J. Th~~~s, L. W. C_hJ.se, Bertha
Br,!!g.e, Lawrence George Cam~p.ell, -'-'.Alexander I~]Jlh Dunlap,
Julious Emanuel Adams and Arthur Pinchback, Jr., an appeal
is awarded them from a decree entered ~y the Corporation
Court of Danville on the 2nd day of August, 1963, in a certain
proceeding then therein depending wherein the City of Danville was plalntiff and Lawrence George Campbell, the petitioner and others were defendants ; upon the petitioners, or
s~me one for them, entering into bond with sufficient security
before the clerk of the· said corporation court in the penalty
of three hundred· dollars, with condition as the law directs.
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1963 June 6th
Filed in Clerk's Office, Corporation Court, Danville, Virginia
Attest: MARGARET EDMUNDS Chief Deputy Clerk

MOTION FOR TEMPORARY INJUNCTION AND
RESTRAINING ORDER

To the Honorable .A.M. Aiken, Judge of said Court:
1. Plaintiff moves the Court for a temporary injunction and
restraining order enjoining the named defendants herein and
all persons similarly situated and their agents, servants, employees and attorneys and all persons in activ~ concert and
participation with them, pending a final hearing and determination herein, from engaging in and participating in the
following actions and conduct:
(a) Unlawfully assembling in an unauthorized manner on
the public streets and in anul im the vicinity of the public
buildings of the City of Danville;
page 2 }
(b) Unlawful interference with the lawful operation of private enterprises and businesses in the
City of Danville;
(c) Unlawfully obstructing the freedom of movement of the
general public of the City of Danville and the general traffic
of the City of Danville ;
(d) Unlawfully obstructing the entrances and exits to and
from both private business concerns and public facilities in
the City of Danville ;
(e) Participating in and inciting mob violence, rioting and
inciting persons to rioting;
·
(f) Unlawfully carryin.g deadly weapons, threatening to use
said deadly weapons, assaulting divers citizens of this community·
·
'
.
(g) Unlawfully
using lou~
arid boisterous language interrupting the peace and repose of the citizens of the comm~nity,
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business establishments of the community and the public works
of the community;
(h) Creating and maintaining a public nuisance by reason
of unlawful and unauthorized gatherings and loud, boisterous
and concerted demonstrations intefe.rring with the peace and
quiet and enjoyment ·of the citizens of the City of Danville.
2. Unless restrained by this Court, ·the named defendants
and others in concert with them. will participate in the unlawful conduct and actions hereinabove referred to.
3. That such actions by the defendants ·and others in concert
with them will result in irreparable injury, loss and damage
to the plaintiff and its citizens thereof and will result in a complete breakdown of law and order in the City of Danville resulting in mob rule, violence, complete disorder and mob anarchy as more particularly set forth in the verified
page 3 ] affidavit of T. Edward Temple, City Manager of
the City of Danville, Virginia, attached hereto
and made a part hereof.
4. The issuance of a temporary injunction and restraining
order herein is necessary in order to avoid irreparable injury
to the plaintiff, its agents, servants and employees and to the
citizens of the City of Danville.

WHE-REOF, upon the attached affidavit of T. Edward
Temple, City· Manager of the City of Danville, the plaintiff
herein moves the Court for a temporary injunction herein
pursuant to Chapter 28 of Title 8 of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended, and request that the Court grant said temporary
injunction and restraining order without notice to the defendants herein and prescribe in said injunction order the
duration of such injunction and the terms thereof.
THE CITY OF DANVILLE,
VIRGINIA

By: JAMES A. H. FERGUSON
Counsel
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1963 June 6th
Filed in Clerk's Offices Corporation Court, Danville, Virginia
Attest: MARGARET EDMUNDS Chief Deputy Clerk ,.
AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR TEMPORARY INJUNCTION AND RESTRAINING ORDER
STATE OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF DANVILLE, to-wit:
T. Edward Temple, being duly sworn, deposes and says:
1. That he is City Manager of the City of Danville, plaintiff
in the above styled matter.
2. That this affidavit is submitted in support of the motion
for a temporary injunction and restraining order herein.
3. That your affiant believes that a temporary injunction
and restraining order is necessary and imperative in this
matter by· reason of the following acts and conduct on the
part of the named defendants herein and their agents, servants, employees and attorneys and persons acting in concert
therewith:
(a) Unlawful assemblies that have taken place in the City
of Danville since Friday, May 31, 1963, which have endangered
the health and welfare of the citizens· of the City of Danville;
(b) City employees and citizens of the community have
been threatened with physical violence;
(c) Damage has been done to private property of the citizens of the community;
page 5 )
(d) Irresponsible persons, including minors,
have been incited to riot and mob violence and
have obstructed pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the streets
and sid~walks and public thoroughfares of the City of .Danville;
(e). That th~ entrances and exits to private business concerns and public facilities of the City of Danville have been
unlawfully obstructed and blocked imteferrimg with the fre~·
access to and use of said facilities both public and private;
(f) Persons participating in unlawful demonstrations and
gatherings in the City of Danville have resisted lawful attempts by the Police Department of the City of Danville to
keep said gatherings and demonstrations under control and
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have resorted to violence and have resisted arrest, all of which
action tends to create an inflamed atmosphere and public tension, which inay lead to mob rule, mob violence and uncontrollable a.s·sults and other unlawful activities on the part of
the demonstrators and the inflamed population of the City
of Danville ;
(g) Police officers of the City of Danville have apprehended
persons carrying unlawful, deadly and concealed weapons,
and threats of violence and physical force have been made
against both private citizens and officers and employees of
the City of Danville;
(h) There is sound and justifiable reason to believe that
the aforesaid acts and conduct and demonstrations and mob
violence will continue· and will gain in intensity and magnitude.
. 4. Unless the said defendants are enjoined and restrained
from the commission of the acts hereinabove set forth, said
acts will continue to _endanger. the health and weipage 6 ] fare of the citizens of the City of Danville and
said citizens and the City administration will.
suffer great and irreparable damage both to its physical facilities and its continued relationship with all citizens in sa.id
City in that tensions will }>e increased and mob violence will
ultimately prevail.
T. EDWARD TEMPLE,
City Manager, City of Danville,
Virginia
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of June,
1963, at Danville, Virginia.
VIRGINIA COLLINS
Notary Public
My commisssion expires September 8, 1965.
page 7 ]
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ORDER AWARDING TEMPORARY INJUNCTION AND
RESTRAINING ORDER
This day came the plaintiff, by Counsel, and presented to
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the Court its motion for a temporary injunction and restraining order, which motion was verified and upon the presentation
and consideration of said verified motion and affidavit of T .
. Edward Temple, City Manager of the City of Danville; ·
Upon due consideration whereof it appearing to the Court
that the plaintiff herein is entitled to the temporary injunction and restraining order prayed for and that under the
circumstances of this case, no notice to said named defendants herein is necessary or practicable, it is ADJUDGED,
ORDERED and DECREED as follows:
1. That said named defendants, their servants, agents and
employees, their attQrneys and all other persons acting in
concert therewith be, and they hereby are, enjoined and restrained until the further order of this Court from participating in the following actions or conduct:
(a) Unlawfully assembling in an unauthorized manner on
the public streets and in and in the vicinity of the public
buildings of the City of Danville;
(b) Unlawful interference with the lawful
page 8 J
operation of private enterprises and businesses in
the City of Danville;
(c) Unlawfully obstructing the freedom of movement of the
general public of the City of Danville and the general traffic
of the City of Danville ;
(d) Unlawfully obstructing the entrances and exits to and
from both private business concerns and public facilities i1:1 the
City of Danville;
(e) Participating in and inciting mob violence, rioting and
inciting persons to rioting;
(f) Unlawfully carrying deadly weapons, threatening to use
said deadly weapons, assulting· divers citizens of thi~ community;
(g) Unlawfully using loud and boisterous language· interrupting the peace and repose of the citizens of the community,
business establishments of the community and the public
works ·of the community;
(h) Creating and maintaining a public nuisance by reason
of unlawful and unauthorized gatherings and loud, boisterous
and concerted demonstrations interferring with the peace and
quiet and enjoyment of the citizens of the City of Danville.
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2. This temporary injunction and restraining order shall
be effective immediately and shall continue from day to day
until the further order of this Court until July 6, 1963, at which
time it shall stand dissolved unless prior thereto it be enlarged_
or further temporary or permanent injunction granted herein.
3. And that a copy of this Order be served upon the named
defendants herein.
Entered AMA 6/6/63
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ORDER AWARDING PERMANENT INJUNCTION
This cause came on this day to be heard upon the bill and
its exhibits; upon the answer of the defendants to said bill;
upon evidence taken in open Court; upon the defendants'
motion to dissolve said injunction and to dismiss thtf plaintiff's
bill; and upon argument of Counsel. Upon·consideration of all
of which the Court is. of the opinion, and doth so ADJUDGE,
ORDER and DECREE that the plaintiff is entitled to the
relief prayed for in its said bill.
It is, therefore, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED
that the injunction heretofore awarded in this cause restraining Lawrence George Campbell, Alexander Iziah Dunlap; Julious Emanuel Adams, Arthur Pinchback, Jr. and all persons
similarly situated and their agents, servants, employees and
attorneys and all persons in active concert and participation
with them, from committing certain unlawful acts, all as mentioned in said bill and order of temporary injunction,· be, and
the same is her~by,_made perpetuil:-·---And it is further ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED
that the said Lawrence George Campbell~ Alexander Iziah
Dunlap, Julious Eemanuel Adams, Arthur Pinchback, Jr. and
all persons similarly situated and their agents, servants, employees and attorneys and all persons in active
page 21 ] concert and participation with them be, and they
are, and each of them is, perpetually enjoined
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from engaging in and participating in the following actions
and conduct:

1. Obstructing vehicular and pedestrian traffic ·by marching and congregating in such manner as to impede the normal
flow of either vehicular or pedestrian traffic; and, ,
2. Obstructing the use, enjoyment, ingress or egress of
public facilities and public buildings of the City of Danville,
<>r obstructing the use, enjoyment or ingress or egress of
private property; and,
3. From committing assaults or injuries upon any persons,
und from damaging or injurying any property whatsoever,
private or public; and,
4. From creating unnecessarily loud, objectionable, offensive and insulting noises, which are designed to upset the.
peace and tranquility of the community; and, -·5. .From inciting any persons to, or participating in, and
riot or violation of the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia
or the City of Danville designed to maintain the public peace
within the City o.f Danville; and,
6. From engaging in any act in a violent and tumultous
manner or holding ~awful assemblies such as to unreasonably disturb or alarm the public within the City of Danville;
and,
.
7. From participating in, financing, sponsoring, encouraging
_or engaging in ID:eetings or othe~ ac~.yi~ies W:;!t~~eby the vi~~~
tion of the laws of the Commonw~alth of Virginia, City of ...
Danville or the terms of this injunction order are tSuggested,
advocated or encouraged; and,
.
8. From particip·ating in and inciting mob.vio- .~
page 22]
lence, rioting ~nd iriciting persons to riot..
It is further ORDERED that a certified copy of this order
be .ser_ved upon each of said defendants upon whom service
inay be had.
·
Entered AMA 8/2/63
/

page 23 ]
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LAWRENCE G. CAMPBELL, ET AL
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J. W. Marlin, Jr.

NOTICE OF APPEAL
Now come the defendants and file No tic~ of Appeal from
the Order of this Court entered August 3, 1963 makijlg permanent the. temporary injunction of June 6, 1963 and supplementing said temporary injunction.
Defendant Appellants ask for a stay of execution, application and enforcement of the aforesaid Orders of temporary
injunction and permanent injunction pending final adjudication by the appellate courts. Said appellant will suffer inimediate irreparable harm if not stay is granted.
ASSIGNMENT OF ERROR
1. Both temporary and permanent injunctions are unsupported by the law and facts.
\
2. The Court admitted and utilized irrelevant, immaterial,
and illegal evidence in reaching its conclusion while erroneou,sly excluding paper evi<;Ience offered by the defendant.
3. Said temporary and permanent injunction violates the
rights of the defendants named and all other Negroes of Danville and is contrary to the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.

L. A. HALT,
Counsel for :Qefendant
Appellant
1963 August 6th 3 :55 P.M.
Filed in Clerk's Office, Corporation Court, Danvi.ll.e, Virghiia
Attest: PATRICIA E. MOHR Deputy Clerk
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J. W. MARTIN, JR.,
a witness for the plaintiff, -testifies~ follows:
•I

*
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Would you state your name to the Court, please Y
A. J. W. Martin, Jr., Danville Police Department.
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Martin f
A. 211 Ferry Road.
Q. Is that in the City of Danville?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you been a member of the Danville
Police Department f
A. Six years this passed July the 11th.
Q. Mr. Martin, did you have occasion to be on
page 2 ] duty as a police officer on June 5, 1963, last month f
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you have occasion to be on Main Street in the down
town section .during the daylight hours of that day!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see any kin~ of demonstration or parade or
anything of that nature that occurred on Main Street of that ,
~'

A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Will you describe what you sawT

The Court: What date is this Y
Mr. Ferguson: This is·June 5th.
Witness:
A. That afternoon in the daylight hours the demonstra. tion took place that' left the courthouse.
Q. What time would you estimate this was when you first
saw them!
A. Afternoon- I would say approximately 2:30 or 3:oo·
O'Clock.
Q. Where did you first see them!
A. In front of the courthouse, M'IJ/n,iciple Building, on Patton Street.
page 3 ]
Q. You said in front of the Court House. Describe where you saw them Y
A. These people were on the steps of the Court. House singing, shouting and ~hariting. They left there and walked over

~
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in the street, down the street, in the center of the street. Traffic
was at a standstill. They couldn't move. Our orders were to go
behind these people and keep the people back. They wouldn't
walk on the sidewalk. They were in the middle of the street
and the cars couldn't move. We were pleading with them to get
on the sidewalk if they must demonstrate, if they must march.
They wouldn't do it. They were screaming, shouting, some
cursing and spitting. They were what I would describe as a
mob, instead of a demonstration. They went down Patton
StreetQ. Where were they when they went down Patton Streett
A. Right in the center - went down Patton Street to
Craghead, still screaming, shouting, walking in the center of
the street. They turned left on Craghead on to Main Street,
still in the center of the street. On Craghead as they turned
on to Main, they continued to shout and scream and were
singing as they turned on to Main Street, still in
page 4 ] the center of the street. Then they went back up
Main Street and turned in at Union Street. Repeated the same thing and came back down Patton Street
and this time when they went up Main Street they went all
the way up Main Street and stopped in front of the Leeland
Hotel. One of the officers had occasion to arrest a girl for
assaultQ. Which officer'
r
A. T. N. Morris. He went through the crowd to advise this
girl ·she was under arrest and just as he plac_ed his hands
on her someone in the crowd, a group of boys, shouted, "Don't
let him take you.''
Mrs. Wood: Objection. I would say ''someone in the crowd''
is vague and not relevant to this particular The Court : What are you objectiotn toY
Mr. Ferguson: She objects to his testimony that someone
in the crowd made a statement.
The Court: Objection overruled.
Witness:
-Someone in the crowd yelled, ''Don't let him take. her.
Let's take her away from him.'' And four or five of us turned
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. our back to Officer Morris who. had the prisoner
against the wall ·of the Leeland Hotel to watch
the crowd. Several boys ran and swung at me and
asked m.e 'to fight. Th~y jumped at me and told me if I
wanted to fight to take off my gun and badge and fight.
I saw someone across the street bent over, a colored
male, and I turned my head for some reason and when I
looked again a rock hit the bill of my cap and knocked it off
and went through the glass at the Leeland and out the window. I looked and another rock was coming. I stepped aside
.and this 'time it hit a officer in the chest and completely turned
him around. I don't know if he hit the ground or not, because
I was too busy watching. Other rocks and bottles were flying.
We called for a police car and it finally got there, worked it's
way through the crowd. As it got there, we took the prisoner
and pushed and pulled and fought our way to the police car
and put the prisoner in the police car. They were holding on to
the car and striking the car and hitting it and after we got
them away from the car so the car could move, it sped away
very quickly with the prisoner. The crowd was right in front
of the Capital Theater then and the Leeland Hotel. Bottles
were being thrown and rocks were being thrown.
page 6· ]
They were screaming, shouting, cursing. One
windshield was knocked out of a red pickup truck,
and several of them ran. Evid~ntly- I don't know what the
police officers were after them for, they were running from
them. They ran down Floyd Street, by the City Armory. Part
of the crowd moved down to that section. When we got (\own
there, more rocks and more bottles were being ~hrown. Windows were knocked out of the City Armory. There was more
scre~g, shouting, cursing and screaming. Eventually we
disbursed most of the crowd and left the scene.
Q. How many people would you estimate were in this
group!
·
·.. A. 200 or 250.
Q. Now, you testified when you first saw them around -3:00
O'Clock, you saw them and they were on the steps of the
Municiple Building!
. A. Yes, sir.
. ~Q. Now, just describe how they were on the · steps. Did
they. block the steps! .
page 5 ]
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A. The steps were blocked completely. They were singing,
shouting, clapping. The leaders were out front. When they
told them to stand up, they would stand up.
page 7 ] When they told them to sit down, they would
sit down. The steps were completely blocked.
You couldn't get into the Mwniciple Building.
Q. Do you know the Rev. A. I. Dunlap Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know whether or not he was with them on this
occasion!
·
A. I couldn't say. I saw him so many times.
Q. On any of the times you saw these demonstrations, did
you see the Rev. A. I. Dunlap with them t
A. Yes, sir.
Q. On any of the occasions, did he appear to be giving
orders and did you notice whether or not they obeyed them!
A. Yes, sir. He was giving them orders as to when to sing
and when to stand up and when to sit ~own. I recall seeing
him on the steps leading them in singing, chants, and different
things they would say. He would talk to them a while, then he
would lead them in a song and this chant they have. He was
. definitely a leader.
Q. Do you know Rev. Lawrence George Campbell!
A.. Y~s, sir.
page 8 )
Q. Have you see him during any of these
demonstrations Mrs •. Wood: I object to counsel's use of the words ''any of
these demonstrations'' in view of the fact the witness· has
described only one demonstration on June 5th.
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Have you seen any other demonstrations Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were they on different dates f
A. Yes, sir.
·
Q. Do you recall when these demonstrations first started Y
A. About the 31st of May is when they started.
Q. Was there one yesterday!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Between the ·dates of May 31st and July the 28th, have
you had occasion to see the Rev. Lawrence George Campbell Y
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A. Yes, sir, on numerous occasions.
Q. Have you seen him taking part in the demonstrations Y
A. Yes, sir, the one I remember most vividly
page 9 ] was the one at Chestnut Lane the same day of
this other demonstration.
Q. Did he appear to be a leader T
A. Yes, sir, definitely a leader.
Q. Now, you testified that when they left the courthouse
steps on that day they surged into the street Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did they block traffic Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, what are the two main down town business streets!
A. Patton and Main.
Q. Are Patton and Main the streets they went into from
the Mwniciple Building!
A. Yes, sir, they went off the steps on to Patton.
Q. Is that a two-way street or one way!
A. One way street.
Q. Going generally in which direction!
A. Runs north and south.
Q. Which way did traffic run f
A. Traffic runs north.
Q. Which direction were they proceeding in Y
A. Marching north, the same direction as traffic
page 10 ] goes.
Q. Was traffic able to move at that timeT
A. Traffic could not move· because they had the street completely blocked. It was impossible for anyone to cross the
street at this point where they were. The traffic was backed
up I don't know how many blocks behind them. We were
walking behind them to keep the traffic back.. These people
would dart out in front of cars and put their hands on cars
and we didn't want anyone to panic and run over these people.
Q. Now, you say they marched down Patton Street and
turned left and went into Craghead Street. Did they block
traffic there 1
A. Yes, sir, each street they turned into was completely
blocked. Traffic couldn't move.
Q. Do you know approximately what time it was when they
were on Main Street f Is Main 8-treet the main doWn. town
business section where they were Y
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Approximately what time was that f

A. I would say approximately 4:00 O'Clock when they were
on Main Street in front of the Leeland Hotel.
Q. How long do you think they stayed there t
page 11 ]
A. Approximately 45 minutes. That's an estimate.
Q. Would that be around 5 :00 0 'Clock or soY
A. ·Roughly 5:00 O'Clock, yes, sir~
Q. Was the traffic heavy at that particular time1
A. Yes, sir, traffic was very heavy.
Q. Now, you testified that you saw a windshield get broken
or knocked out of a truck f
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would you describe what you saw for us Y
A. Traffic was at a standstill. And this truck weaved his
way into the demonstration some way. I don't know how he
got in. This was in front of the Leeland Hotel. And some of
the officers started to the truck and one of them, I don't know
who it was, got to the truck and tried to stop him and get
him to back up and get him out of there. And at that time
some rocks shattered the windshield and went through the
windshield of the truck into the seat; and other objects were
striking the truck; and we moved on each side of the fro~t
of him and got him out as fast as we could. It wasn't any
way to back him up. We got him going south as quick as
we could by pulling the people out from in front of the
truck.
Q. Were there any further demonstrations
page 12 ]
later on that day or into that night Y
A. Yes, one that took place at Chestnut and Main later on
that day in the evening hour.
Q. What time would you estimate Y
A. I would say approximately 7:00 or 7:30. It started just
before dark and continued into the night.
Q. This was at Chestnut and Main. Was it dark at that
timet
A. When the demonstration started it was dusk and it
got dark while they were still there.
Q. Is ~lain Street U. S. 29 Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is it two-way or one-way traffic at Chestnut and Main!
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A. Two-way traffic.
Q. Approximately how many blocks is that from the town
doum section Y
A. Approximately four blocks from the business district.
Q. How many people would you estimate took part in that
demonstration!
A. 150 or 200 people. It was enough people
page 13 ] · there to completely block the street for the dis.
tance of this courtroom, setting in the street.
Q. Now, you testified that you Imow the Rev. Campbell.
· You indicated you have seen him there thatnightY
A. Yes, sir, on this occasion he was leading this group in
songs and chanting. He would tell them when -to stand up
and when to sit down. He would walk along and talk to them
and he would tell them their rights and then they would
sing. He would tell them when to sing, when to stand up and
when to sit down, but he was definitely there on this date.
Q. You say he was telling them when to stand up and when
to sit down. Where were they standing and where were they
sitting!
.
A. They were standing in the street; had the street completely blocked. He would tell them to sit down and they
would sit in the middle of the street, completely blocking it.
And he would walk along and talk to them. Traffic couldn't
move north or south. And while they were sitting there two
emergency vehicles had to detour. An ambulance going to
the hospital had to detour because the people wouldn't
get o~t of the street and a fire engine
page 14 ] had to detour. They sat down in the street and
wouldn't move.
_
Q. How far is the hospital from where this took place,
approximately!
A. Approximately three blocks.
Q. You said they were .singing etc. Did they make much
.
noise YWould you describe somewhat the noise Y
A. It was the noise of a mob more than a demonstration.
It was a mob which drew the neighboring. people I. know
live a good distance away and they had heard this noise .
and came to see what was going on.
.
,
Mrs. Wood: Objection - He is saying what the people
heard. He is testifying that people blocks away heard and
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came to see what was going on. This is a conclusion which
I don't think he could testify to.
Mr. Ferguson: I
ask it another way.

will

By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Did you have occasion to go away from the demonstration and come back Y
·
.A. Yes, sir, but what I was basing that on was people came
to me and told me.
Mrs. Wood: Objection.

Q. You testified there was a lot of noise Y
.A. Yes, sir.
·
Q. Did anybody order them to disburse Y
.A. Yes, sir, on several occasions they were ordered to
disburse, to move on. They wouldn't. On one occasion they
were ordered to disburse because they were blocking the
street and Rev. Campbell made a statement, "We'll sit here
till we get what we want.'' .And he told the people to come
down.
Q. Was that a law enforcement official that o.rdered them
to leave!
.A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall who it wast
A. The Chief told them once. Judge .Aiken was there and
talked to them. One of the City Council men came and talked
·
to them. They were told several times to disburse.
Q. Now, you said the people congregated around there.
How many people would you estimate congregated in that
area!
.A. It was, I would say, approximately 200 or 250 people
in and around that area.
Q. That's other than the demonstrators Y
.A. Yes, sir.
.
page 16 )
Q. Now, did they' leave the corner of Chestnut
and Main Street f
.A. Eventually they did. I wasn't there wh~n they left.
Q. You don't know where they went from Chestnut and
Main!
A. No, sir.
.
Q. What about traffic conditions at that point!
page 15 )
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A. At this tini.e traffic couldn't move, although, one car
came in from 29 South into the back of this demonstration
when they were standing up and they opened up and let the
car in. As he got in, they closed in on him right in the midst
of the demonstration, in the center of it. Someone shouted,
"Turn the car over." As they did that, everybody jumped
up and put their hands on the car and began rocking it and
shaking it. Rev. Campbell was the man I noticed most because
he was the leader of the group. He placed his hands on the
car and began rocking it. I was the first police officer to get
there and I told him, because he was the leader, to take your
hands off the car. I told him again to turn the car loose.
The car was still being rocked. He didn't turn
page 17 ] loose. I told him the third time to take his hands
off the car. I told him if he didn't I would have
to take them off some way. H.e then looked at me and said, .
''You would like that, wouldn't you 7'' He then took his. hands
off the car and jumped behind a teenage girl; and we managed
to pull these teenagers away from the car and get the man
out of the demonstration and turned on Chestnut Street.
Q. Do you know where the High Street Baptist Church
isY
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is High Street Baptist Church located!
A. Located on High Street between Floyd and Ridge
Street.
Q. Do you know where these demonstrations originated
at any time, where they started from!
A. I know some of them started from the High Street
Baptist Church.
Q. Have you had occasion to observe the High Street Baptist Church during the period of time after these demonstrations began!
A. Yes, sir, I was sent to the 5th floor of the City
Armory.
Q. Where is the City Armory located with
page 18 ]
reference to where High Street Baptist Church
is located!
A.. Directly across from it, one block away on Spring street.
I was sent to the City Armory and told to go to a point in
the City Armory where I could observe clearly the church
and report any unusual activity, anything I saw that required
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police attention, and to call them as soon as the demonstration started, moved out. ·
Q. Is that where some of them originated t
A. Some of them originated, yes, sir. On this particular
date I took a pair of binoculars and a walkie-talkie radio
· and went to the 5th floor of the City Armory. This was
around lunch time, noon. There was a large group around and
going to and from the Church. On this occasion; I was watching the church and a Negro male came up to the church with
a bag in his left hand. There was a group of boys leaning
against the lower left of the church. He walked up to the
front of the church and nodded and said something to the
boys and four of them walked over to him. As they walked
over, they gathered around him and his profile was to me.
They gathered around him in a U and his profile
page 19 ] was still to me. He had the bag in his left hand.
hand. He reached into this bag and passed out
three red handled ice picks with his right hand. He switched
hands and reached into the bag with his left hand and passed
out four ice picks with that hand. These boys concealed these
ice picks on their person and went back into the church.
Q. Was there a demonstration that day!
A. Shortly thereafter, a demonstration started from the
church and I left my observation point to assist doing what
we could for the demonstrators.
Q. Do you recall the specific date this occurred Y
.
A. Not the specific date. It was somewhere between the
5th and 12th.
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page 40 ]

LEON SMITH,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows:
DffiECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Would you state your name to the Court, please Y
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A. Leon Smith, News Editor for WBTM.
Q. Where do you live Y
A. 117 Knollwood Terrace.
Q. How old are you Y
page 41 ]
A. 47.
Q. Mr. Smith, on June 5th of this year, did you have occasion to observe any demonstration in the OityY
A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Would you tell us where this was and approximately
what time and what you observed f
A. I had been down town for a while watching them and
they broke up. I would say it was a group of around 200
all Negroes that evening and as they moved up Main Street
I went to my car which I parked there by them. As they
movedQ. As you observed them moving up Main Street where
were they when you saw them moving up Main Street, on
the sidewalks, in the street, or where f
A. They had been marching at the edge of the down town
area when I first saw them. As they moved up Main Street,
I didn't know how ·far they were going. I got in my car
and took it around and parked it closer to the area near
Chestnut and walked a block. When I arrived, they were
coming all the way across the street and they eventually
sat down.
Q. Which street is that Y
page 42 ]
A. Chestnut and Main.
Q. They sat down in Main Street or Chestnut StreetY
A. In Main Street, stretched from curb to curb. There were
two of the leaders at that time there, Rev. Campbell and
Rev.~ Dunlap. Rev. Dunlap was off to the side. He wasn't
participating, except for his presence. They sang, they shouted
and attracted, I would say, between two and three hundred
white people, who lined the sidewalks on each side and also
stretched out behind· the Negroes as they sat in the street.
On in the upper end of Main they were all behind them
there; and several of the City officials. The Judge of this
Court shortly drove up and various of the officials spoke to
Campbell. The Chief of Police was there and naturally a
large contention of the Police Department. As the various
ones spoke to Campbell, I wasn't close enough to hear them
except a few words Judge Aiken had to say, asking him to
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break up and asking him if he felt that was any way to gain
his objectives; and Campbell asked Judge Aiken if he thought
it was. The Judge retired and Mr. Womack spoke to them
and Mr. Womack conferred with Dunlap as well
page 43 ] as Rev. Campbell. The Chief of Police told some
of his men to clear the white people away from
the back and not to let them come in too closely. He was
afraid of trouble there. And :finally, apparently on given
signalMrs. Wood: I object to that characterization, Your Honor.
The Court: Objection overruled. Go ahead.
Mrs. Wood: Exception.
Witness:
The colored people jumped up and made a rush toward the
back.
Q. Is that in the direction where ·the white people were
standing!
A. Right through them. The white people were mostly
younger men. They jumped up and rushed toward the back
in concert and the young white men in the rear gave way
to either side of the street and they went right on through
and continued at a rapid rate going up Main. I went back
down the block and got my car and drove around to a circuit
surrounding. I knew Main Street was blocked off and so I
came out on Holbrook Street and stopped and parked in a
bus stop there in front of the Wednesday Club.
page 44 ] It was the only parking space available. And I
walked down toward the Library. The fire hoses
were primed ready to go. The fire truck was there and there
was a band of colored people milling about on the lawn of
the Library at Holbrook Street. No water had been thrown
and as I walked up the colored people walked off the yard
and on to Holbrook Street and headed down Holbrook Street
toward Robert E. Lee Junior High.
Q. Could traffic move through that street at that time Y
A. Traffic was moving on the street. They started over
on the street and the officers followed them and cleared
them off. They got on the sidewalk.
Q. Officers cleared them off the street Y
A. That's right. And then they continued on the sidewalk~
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I followed them for about a block and went back to my car
and as I got in my car behind me six or seven young colored
men, I would say late teens into the twenties, came around

Holbrook and as they passed my car, I had already gotten
into my car, as they passed me, they each had either a
whole brick or a half a brick in their hand. They
page 45 ] were armed. I couldn't get out, I was stranded
there. I couldn't get out because traffic on Main
Street at the time going south was bumper to bumper and
at a standstill. The six or seven, as they walked along with
their bricks, they invited any white man to just get out of
the car. They repeated it as they went down the street. They
said, ''Any white man, step out.'' One lingered a little bit
and then ran to catch up with the others. I looked around for
an officer. There wasn't an officer in sight. I walked up to
the intersection of the Library. I didn't see any officers. I got
back in my car and watched them go down the street. As they
went down the street they cut to the right on the street. On
police radio a short time later I heard Captain Norman
Boswell mention to all cars to be on the look-out for 'them,
so someone had seen them.
CROSS EXAMINATION
By Mr. Miller:
Q. Mr. Smith, you said that when you first saw these
people they were singing and shouting Y.
A. They were singing and shouting as they went up Main
Street, yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall what it was they were shoutpage 46 ] ing, what words!
A. ''Freedom now'' and I don't remember
the songs they sang.
Q. I asked you what they shouted Y
A. Rev. Campbell w~uld say a phrase and they would
repeat it. I remember one in particular. He said, "We. don't"
and then the crowd would answer, "We don't." He would
say, "Want no" and they would say, ''Want no," and
then he would shout, ''White men'' and they would say
''White men.'' He'd say, ''Dating our. women'' and the;
would shout, ''Dating our women.'' I remember that in
particular.
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Q. Did you think that was a terrible thing for them to
shout, the context of that t
.
A. Not terrible. I thought it was a dangerous one under
the circumstances.
Q. In what way was it dangerous t
- A. With the white people there it was an explosive situation.
· Q. In other words you were afraid that the white people
might become angry at that and take some harsh action
against the demonstrators t
A. I thought there was a possibility of a trouble.
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page 51 )

CLYDE HENRY TAYLOR,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows :
DIRECT EXAMINATION
By .Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Would you state your name to the Court, please Y
A. Clyde Henry Taylor.
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Taylor t
A. 118 Bradford Street.
Q. How old are you, Mr. Taylor f
A. 22.
Q Where do you work!
A. Dibrell Bros. Tobacco Company.
Q. Mr. Taylor, on June 10, 1963, did you have occasion
to be in the downtown business area Y
A. Yes, sir.
page 52 )
Q. Did you come up Main Streett
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you driving!
A. Yes, sir, I was driving when I come up Main Street.
Q. Whose car was it you were in t
A. It was mine. A '63 Corvair Chevrolet.
Q. Were any demonstrations going on at that time!
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A. Well, it wasn't any going on. We come up Main Street
and they came out of the side street to your left.
Q. Do you know what the name of that street is Y
A. No, sir, it's the one down below the Court House. The
·street that comes across from the Court House, it's the next
street down Main.
Q. Next street parallel to the street immediately out in
front of this building!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Market StreetY
A. Yes, sir, I ihink that's what it is. The Southern Bank
of Commerce is on it.
Q. Is that the street the Southern Bank of Commerce and
First National Bank are ·on the corner off
page 53 ]
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which side of the street did they come out
off
A. We was coming up Main, the left hand lane, and they
come would be to our left.
Q. Came out from your left!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were going generally in a southerly direction Y
A. Yes, sir.
·
Q. And Main Street is one way going south Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you behind them or in front of them t
A. Well, we came out and they more or less headed in
front of the car and the light was on red and it changed
to green. About the time it changed to green they kept coming to the car, so I went around to the right, went around
them.
Q. They were coming from Market Street at that time
and you went around them t Did you see anything else Y
A. We went on up the street about a half a block. We
looked back and there was a woman coming up in the center
lane of Main by herself in this old model Chevrolet and
the crowd come out in front of her and stopped
page 54 J her. And one colored youth had a red T-shirt
on and he jumped up on the car. We were going
up Main Street so we said we might as well go back and
help her. And then the whole crowd gathered around her car.
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About that time we heard a siren and looked back and the
police were coming up behind the woman's car. The one youth
that had the red shirt on jumped off the ·hood of the car and
started running up Main on the right hand sidewalk. We
went on and turned left on Spring and stopped on· the curbwalk.

Q. Stopped on Spring Street where Y Is tllere a building
located near that Y
A. Between the City Armory and what used to be the
Cozy Lunch.
Q. Is the City Curb Market located close to there! Where
were you parked in relation to where the Curb Market is
located!
A. It's the next building on the corner where the Curb
Market or Luncheonette used to be.
Q. Tell us what happened t
A. We stopped there and two . police were chasing this
one colored youth. They had cut through an alley
page 55 J and were going around the Curb Restaurant
·
place. We got out and walked down to the corner
and the colored youth ran down by us with the two police.men chasing him. Then a patrol car came up behind usQ. Will you speak a little louder please Y
A. Anyway, we· got out and were standing on the corner
and this colored youth came around the Curb Market Eating
Place, whatever it is, and the two policemen was chasing
him and a patrol car come up and stopped behind him on
Spring, but it was on the other side of Floyd from us, one
road length behind us. And the colored youth run up to the
car. The two policemen. were behind him and they arrested
him and put him .in the car. Before they could drive off the
mob was coming up Spring Street. It came up behind· the
police car. When .it got behind the police car they stopped
and they took him and put him in the ·car and pulled off
and they turned on Floyd and went down ·Floyd Street.
Q. You say they went up Floyd StreetY Who went up
Floyd S~reet Y
A. The police cruiser.
Q. Where did the crowd goY
page 56 J
A. They were still standing on the corner.
Q. How many. people would you estimate were
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in that group!
A. 40, 50, or 75.
Q. Negroes or whiteY
A. All of them were Negroes.
Q. How many people were with you!
A. It was two with me. The crowd started moving.
Q. What did you do then Y
A. We started to get out of the car. Roy Willis got into
the driver's side to drive. The mob was coming behind us
then.
Q. Why did you go back and get in the carY
A. They were hollering and running toward us and we
figured we better get out.
Q. You wanted to get out!
A. Yes, sir. Roy, he got in the car and started out and he
wasn't used to the transmission and choked it out. Before
he could get it started again they had got all over the car.
They was all around us and hitting and kicking into the
windows and we couldn't get it started. All we
page 57 J could do was hold our hands up to the window to
protect our heads.
Q. How many people would you estimate was around your
carY
A. The whole crowd, about 50 or 75.
Q. Did they have objects in their hands Y
A. Yes, sir, they had socks with rocks or wet sand one in
them. They were swinging these into the car.
Q. Hitting the car with these objects!
A. Hitting and swinging them into the window too.
Q. Go ahead and describe what happened Y
A. They were throwing trash cans. They had a 50 gallon
drum they had picked up from the Curb Market on the
corner. They was jumping on the car and hitting the car
and windows and the passenger on the right got out of. the
car and told them to leave us alone. We didn't bother them.
When he opened the door, they grabbed the door and pulled
down and broke the door, broke one of the hinges, the top
hinge.
.
Q. Did you have your car repaired Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much did it cost to repair your carY
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A. They estimated it at $380.00 and they fixed
page 58 ] it for $306.00.
Q. Was all that damage done by these people Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you frightened 1
A. Yes, sir.

Mrs. Wood: Objection, that's Q. Describe your feeling! Describe your feeling while these
people were beating on your car! Were you scared f
A. That's why we ran to the car in the first place. We
seen them coming and we knew the whole mob, it was more
of them than it was of us. When they started hitting at us
in the face and kicking at us in the face, naturally we were
afraid.
Q. Did any of them hit you f
.
A. Yes, sir, they hit us in the face and Roy Willis got
cut on the face.
Q. Had you all done anything to these people Y
A. No, sir.
Q. Been involved in any way 7
A. No, sir.
page 59 ]
Q. How did you finally get away!
A. When Mr. Hodges got out and told them to
leave us alone, the ones in the front of the car did separate
from the car. When we got out they were still throwing rocks
and trash cans and everything else as we pulled off.
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page 83 ]

CHIEF E. G. McCAIN,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Would you state your name to the Court, please y
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:A. E. G. McCain, Chief of Police.
Q. Of the City of Danville f
A. City of Danville, Virginia.
Q. Mr. McCain, how old are you!
page 84 ]
A. How old am I - 49.
Q. How long have you been a police officer of
the City of Danville T
A. 23 years.
Q. Chief McCain, there has been a series of demonstrations or actions going on in Danville since a specific date.
:Po you recall the first date one of these demonstrations took
placeT
A. May 31st, 1963 of this series.
Q. Were there some before this T
A. There were some previous years, but this year they
started on May 31st.
Q. Did you receive any information sometime during the
day that day before the demonstration started . on May
31st!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did the demonstrators request a parade permit!
A. They did not but we wrote one out.
Q. Did you carry it to them T
A. Yes, sir, Assistant to City Manager Neilson, Chief Bray
and ~yself.
Q. Would you describe what happened with
page 85 ] reference to the demonstration on May 31st T Describe the demonstration T
A. The demonstration assembled at High Street Church
and marched down town on the sidewalk very quite and
peacefully and marched to the Mwn,ci.ple Building on the
sidewalk. They committed no violations, other than SOIDte
minor traffic violations such as crossing against the red
light. Most places we had police officers to assist them crossing the street.
Q. Now, you say this started at High Street Baptist
Church!
A. Yes.
Q. And came all the way to the front steps of the Muwiciple
Building here f
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many people would you estimate was in that
group!
A. I think the first group it was something less than 50,
the first group.
Q. What did they do after they got over here f
A. They came over and the leaders made some talks on
the step~. I don't remember the exact words that
page 86 ] they said or what they had to say. I think they
were chanting some and maybe sang a freedom
song, one of the songs they sang about their freedom.
Q. How long do you think they stayed over here that dayY
A. That was a very short demonstration that day, probably
two hours at the most, an hour,·! would imagine.
Q. Do you know the Rev. A. I. Dunlap 7
A. Yes, I do.·
Q Was he present on that occasion 7
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know the Rev. Campbell Y
A. Yes, I know Rev. Campbell.
Q. Was he present on that dayY
A. Yes.
Q. You say they didn't request a parade permit, but one
was sent to them Y
A. Yes, sir, we carried it to them. I was in the car that
carried it to them.
~
Q. Did the police officers cooperate with them on that
occasion!
A. Yes.
page 87 ]
Q. Now, on June 1st was there a demonstration that dayY
A. There was,- starting in the afternoon around 4 :00

O'Clock.
· Q. Was a parade permit requested on that day!
A. No, sir.
Q. Was one issued Y
A. No.
Q. Tell us ·what happened on that day!
A Approximately the same procedure as the previous day.
They assembled and came down the sidewalk on to the

..
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Mwwiciple Building, rather orderly, and followed tli.e same
procedure.
Q. Were they blocking the sidewalk!
A. Not in its entirety. They were marching two abreast.
We assisted them in crossing the street wherever we had
personnel. Sometimes they stopped to obey traffic signals
and walk lights. We did whatever we thought was possible
to prevent them from being struck by an automobile.
Q. You didn't bother them. You assisted them even though
they didn't request.. a parade permit f
A. That's right.
Q. Were any arrests made!
page 88 )
/
A. Not that day.
Q. Do you know about how long the demonstration lasted
on that day!
A. I believe they stayed about an hour and a half perhaps
that day in its entirety. I don't remember the exact amount
of time. They spent a long time.
Q. How many would you estimate Y
A. I think a few more than the first day. They picked up
a few more in number. Most of these were youngsters a
little over 20.
Q. Was Campbell and Dunlap with them on that occasion f
. A. Y.es, they were present. They were the leaders of the
organization apparently, because they were directing movement at that particular time, directing the groups movement.
Q. I believe June 2nd which was the following day was
Sunday. Was there any demonstration that day!
A. No demonstration took place.
Q. On June 3rd, which was Monday, did any demonstration
take place that day!
page 89 )
A. Yes, sir, they had a little demonstration that
started out that day the same place and continued
to the same place and lasted a little longer and they had
more people participating. Each day they seemed to pick
up a few more members and the demonstration seemed to
last about two or three hours that day. I think it lasted till
after the stores were closed and everybody departed from
the Mwniciple Building. The stores close at 5 :30 and they
came slightly before 4:00.
Q. Did they ask for a parade permit that dayf
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A. No, sir.

Q. How many were there, would you estimate roughlyT
A. At least 50.
Q. Do you know whether or not Dunlap and Campbell
were with them on that day!
A. It's my recollection they were.
Q. You say they came over and got on the steps Y
A. Yes, each time they came down they got on the steps
and sang and chanted. They marched down the street to
Patton and Market and usually on the sidewalk and back
up Main Street on the sidewalk. They had been confining
themselves to the sidewalk.
page 90 ]
Q. Did they block the steps to the M uniciple
Building!
.
A. At this particular time they kept the steps open or at
least a lane where you could go in and out of the building if
you desired to enter through the front door.
Q. What about the noise Y
A. It was disturbing the people in the building who could
hear it. It was interfering with the operation of the City
affairs because the noise detracted the people in the building
and disturbed them in the working period, especially a lot
on the 2nd and 3rd floor.
Q. All right, on June 4th, 1963, was there a demonstration!
A. Yes, the crowd was a little larger that day and a little
more boisterous.
Q. Did they request a permit on that case!
A. No. On that day, they came carrying a coffin on their
shoulders, a standard size coffin. It looked as though it was
old. I don't know whether it had been used or not. It was
rather dirty. They carried it on their shoulders
page 91 ] several of the boys, and they put on a demonstra-'
tion on the steps of the building.
Q. Was it noisy Y
A. Yes, they were singing and they would say, ''Let's bury
segregation,'' and then one individual would get in the
coffin and they would close the lid, demonstrating the burying
of segregation. And then they sang and chanted and clapped
in unison, which created a great deal of noise. That time
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the crowd increased. I would say it was about 70.
Q. \Around 70- Were they blocking the steps t
A. The steps weren't totally blocked. They were across
both sides of the steps. There was sufficient room for people
to go in there if you might have to go. They did endeavor
to keep some kind of passage way open near the center rail
of the stairs.
Q. Do you recall whether or not Rev. Campbell and Dunlap
were with them on that occasion!
A. Yes, sir, this was the 4th. They were both there.
Q. Did anything different happen this afternoon tha~ had
been happening before Y
A. ,Yes, later that afternoon after staying on the steps
for probably an hour, that would be around 5 :00
page 92 } O'Clock, they left and marched down Patton
Street, as I remember they were on the sidewalk, and they were carrying the casket on their shoul~ers,
which of course obstructed most of the sidewalk, they turned
in Market and came up :Main Stree~. And I went directly
through Union this way to Main and Union and they got over
on the sidewalk in front of Woolworth's- and they sang and
shouted and chanted there for several minutes. One young
adult in the number of males stepped out in front of an
automobile and I walked across the street and cautioned him
and told him if he obstructed traffic by jumping out in front
of automobiles that it would be necessary for me to arrest
'him for violation of the law. Up to that time they had been
reasonably orderly and fairly well obeyed the traffic laws
and had done a great deal of walking against the red lights.
and walk lights. When I told that young adult that if he
attempted to obstruct traffic that I would have to arrest
him, Campbell immediately walked up to me and said, ''Arrest
us all. We are ready to go to jail.'' With that, he motioned
for all the group to come out on the street and all came off the
sidewalk into Main Street in the group.
Q. Was Dunlap with them Y
page 93 }
A. Yes, at that time.
Q. Did he get in the street.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did Dunlap get in the street Y
A. Yes, the whole group got into the Street and marched
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up the· street. They marched up Main and headed directly
into the front of the Capital Theater.
Q. Did they block traffic Y
A. Yes, it was necessary for traffic to stop. It co~dn 't
pass. They took up the width of the street going up the
street.
Q. Approximately what time was this!
A. It was about 5 :00 0 'Clock or shortly thereafter, maybe
10 after 5 :00.
Q. Was the traffic particularly heavy Y
A. Yes, a lot of the offices and small businesses ·close at
5 :00. From about 5 :00 to 6 :00 traffic is very heavy in the
business area.
Q. You say they marched up the street towardA. Yes, they marched up the street ·and sang their freedom song and ''We Shall Not Be Moved'' and
page 94 ] the other songs they sang. I don't know the
words to them, but I have heard them many
times, though. They marched up to the front of the Capital
Theater, it was no cars in the parking spaces, they assembled
there on the sidewalk and on into the street passed the wliite·
line indicating parking spaces for vehicles.
Q. Was the sidewalk blocked in front of the theater f
. A. No, sir, at times most of the sidewalk was bloc~ed. At
times it was necessary for us to move them off the sidewalk
and away from the theater.
Q. Did you make any arrests Y
A. They attempted to enter the theater. The manager
talked with Dunlap and Campbell inside the theater in my
presence and told them it wasn't a policy of his to sell tickets
to colored people; and then they went back out and started
that harangue aEl over, shouting, ~Tiering, chanting in
unison. They had the coffin with them and they set the coffin
down and every once in a while they would go through that
routine of burying segregation. They would say "Let's bury
segregation.'' And one young boy would jump in the coffin
and they would close the lid. They would walk up to the window in rotation attempting to buy tickets and the
page 95 ] girls wouldn't sell. them tickets. We had to move
them back one time. One man and his wife and
child came up to go into the theater and we had to move
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them back from the entrance so they could go inside.
Q. Only on the first day did they get a parade permit,
which was when you carried it to them Y
A. That's the only permit they had. We carried it to them.
They didn't request that one.
Q. Then the date you just testified to, June 4th, when one
of the boys got out in the street, you didn't arrest him f
A. I didn't arrest him at that time.
Q. You didn't order any arrests when all of these people
blocked the street f
A. I had told the police officers to be as tolerant as possible
and allow these people to express themselves and maybe
they would be satisfied and perhaps there wouldn't have to
be any arrests. We were as lenient as we could be and overlooked many infractions of the law.
Q. Was it necessary to use a larger police force!
A. Yes, we had two shifts on duty. We kept police on all
sides of the demonstrators to try to exclude and prevent
any clash between the white race and colored race.
Q. Was there any clash f
page 96 ]
A. No.
Q. Who was policing the rest of the City when you were
using all of the officers to walk around these people and
protect these people f
A. Well, at this time, portions of the City wasn't being
policed.
Q. A portion of the City wasn't being policed Y
A. We had our main forces concentrating in the down
town business area with these individuals.
Q. On June 5th, 1963, which was the next succeeding day
'
did any demonstrations take place f
A. Yes, sir, the· demonstration started out as they had
been and came down town to the front steps of the Municipal
Building and they were singing and shouting as usual.
Q. How many would you estimate were there f
A. At that time I think perhaps the group had grown to
over a hundred.
Q. Making much noise!
A. Yes, very much. Of course, the· larger the crowd, the
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greater · the noise. They seemed to have more
spirit then they had previously. They entered
into the act of singing and shouting and clapping
wholeheartedly and simultaneously. They were being led by
the leaders in unison and they could create a great deal of
noise. The leaders would say such things as, ''What do you
want!" They would all yell "Freedom" at one time. It
would reverberate the buildings in the business area. All of
the people were upset and some of the girls were frightened
that I talked topage 97 )

Mrs. Wood: Objection. He is testifying about the condition of some of the girls.
Mr. Ferguson: I'll ask the question a different way.
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Describe what you saw with reference to these people
that worked in the offices up there!
A. They were looking outside the window and on occasions
one or two of the girls came to me in the hall and said, ''Chief,
I am afraid they are coming in the building and I am afraid
to go home.''
Mrs. Wood: Objection.
Mr. Ferguson: Your Honor, I think that's
page 98 ) part of the res g·estae.
The Court: Go ahead.
Witness:
From the evidence of their appearance and motion of their
voice, I gathered they were afraid. I assured them they were
in no danger from the people, the police were here and they
would not be molested. It was necessary that we send them
out of the sidedoor or rear door and we had been doing
that for several days. I went out in front of the building
shortly after t.hey had arrived and was standing across the
street by the J. T. Townes Printing Company in the presence of Captain Boswell and other officers when suddenly on
signal from Campbell the entire group surged up the steps
of the Court House and through the revolving door as
rapidly as they could enter the building. I immediately dashed
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across the street into the basement door and on up the stairs
around to the inside of it and stopped the influx of individuals
by jamming the door with the assistance of the Fire Chief
who came up. But before I could arrive, approximately 75 of
these individuals, including Dunlap and Campbell, had come
into the building and they had marched up the
page 99 ] stairs chanting and singing. I could hear them
while I was on the 2nd floor as they went up the
stairs to the 3rd floor and down the corridor to the office of
the City Manager, which is on this end of the building to my
left. They went in the reception room, which is a long room
about the width of this room within these columns and seated
themselves on everything in there you could sit on. They
leaned against the wall and sat on the floor. They were so
thick that to walk in the roozn,_ it was necessary to step
over their feet and weave your way between them. I estimated
that approximately 60 of them were in the room at one time.
These people continued to shout and sing and chant in this
room within this building.
When I first entered the room, I ordered them to immediately vacat'e· the premises. Those are the words I used.
I told them that they were in violation of the law and disturbing everyone in the building. Rev. Campbell said they
weren't going to leave. They were going to stay all night. He
was inside of the office and Rev. Dunlap was out in the hall.
About 15 or 20 were out in the hall. Of course, the girls in
the City Manager's Office were upset some. There were three
of them. But we put police officers in each office.
page 100 ] We escorted one out. One was behind closed
doors and one stayed in the reception room most
of the time. We had police officers in there. We took pictures
of this scene after we ordered them to leave and they refused
to do so. They continued to sing and chant slogans and songs
while they were in this room. They upset everybody in the
building.
Q. Could you hear this noise all over the building Y
A~ All over the building. It resounded throughout the halls.
The noise was bouncing from wall to wall. You c01U,d hear
it on the top floor and you could-hear it on the first floor.
Q. Did they have any objects in their handst
.A. The girls had handbags. One of them had a handbag
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with bottle caps which she was rattling. Others had signs
around their necks with mottos and slogans on the signs. I
didn't see any weapons of any kind.
Q. Did you see Arthur Pinchback, Jr. Y
A. Yes.
Q. Was he leading on that day Y
A. He was a leader of the group. He is a tall thin very
light complected colored man, brown skin.- That day I believe he was wearing a checked shirt and his
page 101 ] picture, I believe, is in there.
Q. Was Dunlap, Campbell and Pinchback leading them on that occasion Y
A. Yes, sir, all three of those individuals came into the
building. Pinchback and Campbell were in the reception room
of the suite of Mr. Temple's offices and Dunlap was standing
outside. He couldn't get into the room because it was filled
with people. There was no more room within the chambers.
Q. Did you see me up there on that occasion Y Do you
recall!
A. I think I saw you in the hall, Mr. Ferguson. I don't remember any specific details. I was concentrating more on.
them. I did go downstairs to try to find Mr. Temple and I did
later talk to him.
Q. What time do you estimate they first came into the
··
building on that occasion Y
A. I think about 4 :15. I don't remember the exact time,
but judging from the time they spent onthe steps out front Q. How long did they stay· in the building before any efforts
were made to remove them Y
A. I made an effort immediately. I had run up
page 102 ] the steps from the second floor and was partly
out of breath, but I immediately ordered them to
leave the office of the City Manager and informed them they
were in violation of the law.
Q. Did any of them move!
A. None of. them moved and most of them laughed and
shouted when I was speaking. Campbell told me they weren't
going to move. They were going to stay there all night.
Q. Was it before 5 :00 or after when they finally got out!
A. Approximately 5 :15.
Q. What time does the building close!

:
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A. 5:00 O'Clock.
Q. Does everybody get off besides the police officers T
A. The elevator operators and those that attend the building are the only ones who remain.
Q. They stayed on after 5 :00 Y
A. Yes, sir. We, of course, brought police on in the building. There was still a group out demonstrating in front of the
building. It was necessary to bring a number of
page 103 ] police in to the third floor. That excited all of the
people, both male and female. We escorted them
out of the building down the stairs. We did nothing until
about 5 :15 to try to remove these people, even though we
told them repeatedly to leave and they didn't.

*

*

*

'*

*

*

*

*

*

·*

page 106 ]

Q. How did you get them out of the building, Chief McCain!
A. After ordering them to leave, they didn't. I placed
Campbell under arrest and turned him over to Captain
Boswell and another officer and they removed him from the
building. Then I ordered all of the people out of the room
and some of them were very young, some children, and they
immediately began to leave when I ordered them to do so
and the leader had gone. As soon as the leader had gone out
of the room, they seemed to lose a little heart and as they
started toward the door I shouted for them to leave the
premises. They began to go out of the door and officers in
the corridor held them so they couldn't go into anywhere
but straight down the stairs. They went down to the second
· floor and out the entrance on that side, which is Court
Street.
page 107 ] Q. Did anything hap,Pen to you while you were
attempting to get them out of the building!
A. As I got to the door leading outside of the building,
the last person going out in the group was a young lad about
17 or so. I was walking along beside him and I said, ''Go on
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out young man. You are all out and this thing is all over. And
don't go get yourself into any trouble.'' As I reached the door
leading outside of the building, a young girl walking in front
of this lad turned around suddenly and struck me in the
face with a pocketbook. It was a large white pocketbook. She
didn't have anything in it at that time. She had previously
been jingling drink tops in there and these had .spilled out
in the floor and they were in the corridor leading to the door.
Q. She struck you in the face!
A. Yes, on this side of the face. I immediately - She
turned and hit me in this manner (indicating). I immediately
reached out and grabbed her by both hands and pulled her
back in the building and gave her to the officer behind me
and told him to place her under arrest for assault on
me.
page 108 ] Q. Had you done anything before she hit you Y
A. I had not touched her. She was in the group.
She said I kicked her and pushed her, or did something to
her. I didn't remember seeing the girl. In fact, it came as a
complete surprise when she struck me.
When they got out, we closed the door and they began to
kick on the door. These are large bronze doors and they beganto kick on them and push against them and shout and scream
to the extent that I thought they were going to damage the
door; and I ordered Mr. Neilson, the Assistant City Manager,
to open the doors and he did. I went out on the steps with a
group of five or six police officers and stood on the steps. to subdue them. They continued to yell and shout. They looked as
though they were mad because we had put them out of the
building. They had made the statement they were going to
stay there all night, they weren't going to move. When they
realized they were outside the building, they became more
enraged and marched off and around the corner of the building to Patton Street, which is in front of this building, going
down the street.
Q. Did they get in the street Y
page 109 ) A. Yes, they got out in the street, all of them
in the center of the str:eet. When the police went
out in the street to get them out of the street, cars were then
moving on the street. It was about 5 :30 or 5 :25. Traffic was
real heavy.
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Q. What time do the stores close down townY
A. 5 :30, most of them. It was just at store closing time or
slightly before. It was right at store closing.
Q. How are traffic conditions at store closing time Y
A. It was real heavj. They were in the center of Patton
Street and would not move. Some were walking down the
street and some standing in the street. We had probably
20 officers standing out there trying to move them to the
side and asking them to move over to the side to keep them
from being struck. We weren't using any force. We were
trying to get them over to the side to keep them from being
struck by an automobile. They wouldn't move out of the street
except on rare occasions, and some of them did get over to
the side. Maybe we would get a group out of the street and it
would be clear and then one would dash out in the
page 110 ) street and several would follow. Rev. Campbell
was not in the group. He had been arrested.
Q. And carried to jail Y
A. Yes. But Rev. Dunlap was out with the group and he
had gone down the street below the Register Building with
__
a group of them.
Q. Is that on Patton StreetY
A. Yes, sir, that's right, just below the corner of this
building. The officers were trying to get him out of the street.
He laid. down in the street with another young man, I think a
juvenile. He laid down in the street right in front of the
traffic and they picked him up and carried him bodily to jail.
Shall I continue Y
Q. Yes.
A. They continued down Patton Street and through Market
and up Main Street, shouting and singing and they seemed
to be quite enraged. I went through Union Street to Main ;
and they came passed the intersection of Union on Main
and continued up in front of the Capital Theater. And, of
course, the officers were with them as they had been on all
previous days, along side and behind and in front. And I
followed them up the street to the Capital
Theater.
page 111 ] Q. Were they in the street at that time!
A. Yes. When I arrived at the Capital Theater
they were in a state of near riot and riotous. They were
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throwing bricks and bottles· when I arrived. One had just
gone through the window of the Leeland Hotel on this side of
the street, it's a small one. Several of them had bottles. There
were bottles in the street that had been thrown.
Q. Did you see any bottles in their hands Y
A. Yes, a number of young men had bottles and they were
going over to the service station below the Y.M.C.A. and
getting empty bottles from the crates by the drink machine.
A number of them were standing on the side of the street
and they paid no attention to us. They shouted at us whenthem up and down.
Q. What was the condition of traffict
A. Of course, it was stopped. The street was blocked at
that time. The cars were trying to get through. We were
trying to get people out of the street, but as fast as we would
get some over to the side, others would dash out. It was just
beyond control as far as reasoning with these individuals was
concerned. They were shouting and screaming and
page 112 ) they were enraged and mad at us and mad at
everybody, I guess. We couldn't control them by
talking to them. They wouldn't do anything we asked. We
asked them to disburse and go home and behave themselves
and they paid no attention to us. They shouted as us whenever we issued an order to behave themselves. When all this
milling was going on in the street, traffic was trying to go
out and up the street. w.e were trying to control the people
and allow traffic to go up the street. Right in the midst· of
all this, one colored youth threw a brick that went over my
head to the left across the street and struck a police officer on
the ankle. The colored youth immediately fled down the street
right in front of the cars and fell down ·in front of one automobile. Fortunately, he wasn't going fast and stopped and the
boy jumped up and continued running and went down Main
to Floyd Street, which is a distance of about a hundred and
fifty feet. The crowd then surged down the street. The policemen attempted to follow the demonstrators and turned down
Floyd Street behind them. We spent another 15 or 20 minutes
on Floyd Street trying to reason with them to get them to ·
go home. One adult was along there and talked to
page 113 ) the colored people and .one School Cross Guard,
Nancy Chaney, she is a colored young lady, and
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she talked to them and they told her where she could go and
in no uncertain terms.
Q. She had on a police uniform!
A. Yes, and she wears a badge and they knew who she
was.
Q. She is a School Cross Guard and is she a Meter Maid Y
A. Yes, she works that area. She could do ·nothing with
them. I talked to her and she left. She said she couldn't reason
with them. I couldn't reason with them. They cursed and
shouted. They were down at the entrance of the Armory.
Someone threw a brick from the direction of the Elk's Club
and it went through the window of Clements and Parker
Furniture Store. I never could see who threw that. There
were some white .people there as well as colored. I left the
officers ·in charge, hoping they could subdue them and quiet
them. I left the group and came back to headquarters.
Q. Did you have occasion to see Julius Emanuel Adams
on that evening T
A. Yes, I came back to see what was going on.
page 114 ] I was in charge of all the activity. I walked out
in front of the Municipal Building and was standing on Patton Street, just slightly in the street. I saw a group
of individuals, that same one that came up Main Street, come
down Main and turn the corner by Woolworth's.
Q. Did they come down in the street Y
A. Yes, they were in the street and on the sidewalk. In it
was flood of humans. They came around about six abreast, not
slowly or orderly, but as though they were in a rush or halfway running. And I walked in their direction, which was
toward Main Street, with several police officers.
Q. You walked on Union Street toward Main StreetY
A. That's right. I was in front of the building and the
street comes directly into the front entrance. I walked in
that direction toward Main Street with several officers and
stopped approximately in front of the Piggly Wiggly Store
which is the second place of business on Patton. Register Publishing is first, then a stairway, then Piggly Wiggly. These
people were coming down the street tow.ard me and had arrived approximately at where I was standing when
page 115 ] Rev. Chase came up by himself. I said, ''Chase, I
wish you would do something to quiet these
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people and see if they will go home.'' He said, ''I will be
glad to do what I can.'' I gave him a megaphone that I had,
it was a battery-powered megaphone, and he managed to get
them stopped in front of the Piggly Wiggly Store.
Q. Were they in the street Y
A. Yes, they had the street blocked. It was no traffic on
Union at that time. They had ·cut off traffic between Union
Street and Main. Rev. Chase endeavored to reason with
these people of his own race to show them the falsity of what
they were doing and induce them to go home and be quiet and
behave. While he was speaking to them Julius was on the
side of the crowd and Julius Adams said, ''Come on, don't
pay no attention to that old man.'' He waived his arm, ''Come
on with me" and walked toward the Municipal Building. He
was in front of the crowd leading them. They left our presence
and came up to Patton Street, then up Patton to Court, which
is a distance of about a hundred and fifty feet and around to
the side steps of that building. That was the door from
which they had been previously ejected from
page 116 ) about an hour or so before. And I followed them
up the street with Rev. Chase and attempted to
reason with them again on the steps here at the end of the
building. A:Q.d Rev. Chase talked to them and tried to quiet
them down.
Q. Did you notice whether or not they had bottles Y
.
A. They did at that time. They were standing with the
bottles in their hands. Some were drinking soft drinks and
others went across the street to the service station and got
empty bottles out of the crate. While I was standing on the
street Rev. Chase and one or two others who appeared to be
in lead since Campbell and Dunlap weren't there, they were
in jail.
Q. They were in jail at that time Y
A. Yes, sir. These youngsters were standing out on the
edge of the crowd tossing bottles up in the air and looking
around as though they were seeking targets. I talked to them
several minutes and Rev. Chase attempted to quiet them
and get them to disburse.
Q. Did they disburse!
A. No, they did not. They shouted back to Rev. Chase,
''Don't preach me no sermon, old man.'' Several youngsters
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shouted that. He couldn't do anything with
page 117 ) them. They said they wanted Campbell and Dunlap out of jail anq they wouldn't leave till they
were released. Rev. Chase promised he would see what he
could do to obtain their release .. He left the steps and came
over to where Mr. Temple and several Public Works officials
were standing in the Municipal lot near the jail. He talked
to them a short while between the Municipal Building and
the jail and I walked over to where Rev. Chase and Mr.
Temple were and stopped. And they said that they couldn't,
of course, let Rev. Campbell and Dunlap out of the jail, and
Chase said it wasn't no more he could do. He was going home
at that time. He departed, I don't remember seeing him any
more that day. That was on the 5th of June.
Q. What happened after that with reference to the demonstration on the 5th Y
A. This group standing on the steps on the Court Street
side of the building stayed there a short while longer and
then went down Patton Street again singing and chanting
as they marched, down the street through Market, back up
Main Street and back. I went inside of the building at
that particular moment and I saw them
page 118 ) come back up Union and pass the building through
the window. And they came back around the
building, and during this time some one had made arrangements to bond the Rev. Campbell and Dunlap. And they were
about, I guess in between 7 o'clock and 7 :30, somewhere in
that vicinity, bonded of course, until daylight. Then they assumed control of the group after they were released and they
went back down Patton Street and through Market Street and
back up Main Street, all the time singing and chanting their
usual songs they have and the usual slogans they have about
freedom and so on and so forth. On several occasions during
this march it was necessary for the police to place themselves
between white spectators and colored demonstrators to prevent some sort of trouble. One instance I remember in par"'
ticular was where several white youths were gathered on the
sidewalk and I don't know what was said. I was down the
street behind the. group. Officers immediately rushed up on
motorcycles and on foot to prevent any trouble at this point.
This group moved on up Main Street slowly and passed out
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of my sight as th~y rounded the corner of Main and
Floyd Street. I came up the street to about
page 119 } the Texaco Service Station and then they continued up Main Street. I didn't follow them, as
I was on foot. I went back to headquarters and got on the
car. I was informed they were still on Main Street, walking ,
up Main Street and that they had sat down in the middle
of the street near Chestnut on Main.

page 120 ]
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Q. Did it appear to be an explosive situation there from
what you viewed!
A. Yes, sir. At that point a number of white people had
gathered on the sides of the street and on the upper side of
1 this congregation. One individual came out of the house
f
with a gun, a white man. A policeman
·t
page 121 ] ran hiin back in the house and told him it was
/
no need of him or the gun out there, that they
could control the situation. There were a number of people
muttering threats about them being up there and sitting in
the neighborhood where they lived. A gang of white youths
had gathered on the far side of Main Street and when the
colored people would chant or sing they would try to drown
them out. They were yelling back and forth between the two
groups at each other and chanting to try .to drown out the
other group. This crowd continued to increase and these individuals remained seated for a good while, well an hour at
least.
Q. Did this interrupt the traffic flow on this street Y
A. Traffic couldn't go up or down Main Street, which is
·
Highway 29.
Q. Does traffic flow in both directions at t~at pointY
A. It does normally. It couldn't at this time. It was necessary to re-route traffic through Chestnut back up Holbrook.
It was inconvenient for everybody using the street.
page 122 ] They had to detour it. On one occasion a fire car
came through with a siren sounding and every-
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body jumped out of the street and allowed it to proceed, and
they immediately sat back down in the street. Several of the
officials and myself talked to Campbell and Dunlap and asked
them to move. They said they weren't going to do it. They
were going to sit there till their demands were met. They insisted certain rights be given and certain jobs and certain
privileges. And I wasn't, of course, empowered to grant these
requests. Before I had arrived at the scene of the incident I
had radioed to headquarters to Judge A. M. Aiken, who is now
presiding in this Court, be brought down to this scene from
his home. A car was dispatched and he was brought to the
scene. I had talked to Campbell and Dunlap and asked them
to disburse. They wouldn't do it. Mr. Charlie Womack, who
is a City councilman, had talked to them for some time, and
he couldn't get them to disburse or leave the street. Judge
Aiken came to the scene in a police car and I conversed with
, him and told him what the problem was. And under the Riot
Act of the State Code of Virginia, I believe it's 18.1, I don't
remember the exact code number, but anyway,
page 123 ] there is a section in the State Code that states
that at a point when a riotous group is gathered
the Judge of the Court shall order them to disburse. The
Judge came and I gave him a megaphone, which is batterypowered, and the Judge walked up and introduced himself to
Campbell and Dunlap. And they made some demands upon
the Judge and the Judge told them he couldn't meet these
demands and he ordered them as Judge of the Corporation
Court of the City of Danville to disburse. Of course they ignored him and shouted and screamed and hollored and said
they weren't going anywhere. They were not going to move
for him or anyone else till their demands were met. They
continued to sit there in the street after the Judge had departed. I conversed with the City Manager and he agreed
something should be done to move them in some manner. So
we called for the fire department to assist us to move these
people, if it became necessary. Before the fire department
arrived, and shortly after the Judge had addressed these
colored people in the street, a colored woman came to the
scene and talked to Dunlap a few moments and he got up
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and left the scene. I don't know where he went,
page 124 ) but he left and didn't return that night. That left
Campbell in charge of the group. And Campbell
said something to them, I don't have any idea what it was as
I was perhaps 25 feet away, he threw his arm up and when he
did everybody jumped up off the sidewalk and immediately
turned around and proceeded up the street toward the group
of white people, which I previously outlined in the picture.
There white people were perhaps two or three deep across
the street, maybe as many as 75 in the street, and a hundred
on each side of the street.. This group of colored people, as
they jumped up, immediately proceeded through the crowd of
white people, which could have caused an explosion. Fortunately, we had policemen on that side and they ordered. the
white people to move, and they did and allowed the colored
people to walk up the street in the direction of the Library,
near the corner of Holbrook and Main. Of course, it had
become dark at this time and the street lights had been turned
on, as they are automatically. We followed this group up to
the Library Q. Let me ask you this: From what you observed - from
the observation of· what you heard and what you saw, did
you draw any conclusions as to what the situation may bet
page 125 )

Mrs. Wood: I object to thatThe Court: Mr. Ferguson, I would like to hear
that que_stion better.

By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. You have described what you saw and what was happening there : The white people and the Negro people; the
Negro people sitting in the street and chanting and the threats
you described back and forth when the Negroes were sitting
in the street; and the white people began to line up on the
street; the fact one man had come out of his house with a gun
and you ordered him back. ~id you testify to that!
A. I did.
Q. Did you draw any conclusions about the situation Y
A. Yes, I felt we were going to have a riot if we couldn't
remove the colored people peacefully from the scene. I was
making every endeavor to remove these people peacefully
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from the scene when they got up from~ the pavement and
proceeded up in the street hurriedly. I thought we were going
to have a clash between them and the white people
page 126 ] then, btit fortunately the police on that edge of
the group motioned them back and the white
people gave way to the colored people and allowed them to
· proceed up the street.
Q. Where did they goY
A. They marched up the street a distance of 300 - maybe
as much as 350 feet and marched upon the lawn of the
Library. This lawn is, of course, grass and has a number of
trees and shrubery, some rat~er large pieces of shrubery
on the lawn. They were at the corner of the intersection of
HolbrQok Ave. and Main Street on the grass and under a light
which is mounted on a pedestal on the lawn. About this time,
the fire department arrived, which we had previously called;
and I conversed with the Fire Chief and told him we desired
that he hook up his hose and that we needed him to disburse
this crowd. The hoses were hooked up at the corner of
Chambers and Main and the corner of Holbrook and Main,
where. the fire plugs are located. The traffic, of course, was
deverted around this area all this time. After the hoses were
hooked up, the firemen moved up toward the sidewalk. I again
went over to the group and asked Campbell to disburse the
group and move them away peacefully. He came
page 127 ] off the lawn of the Library over a small hedge
about two feet high to where I was standing and
said he wasn't going to disburse and he wasn't going to
leave until his demands had been met. I informed him he was
in violation of the law for breach of the peace and disorderly
conduct and I placed him under arrest and turned him over
to an officer standing adjacent to me. Then a young man
came out of the crowd of the demonstrators or along the
edge of the crowd of demonstrators and approached me ~d
asked me to give him an opportunity to disburse the crowd
before I turned the fire hoses on them. His name was Stamps.
I don't know his first name. I told him I would give them
two minutes to attempt to disburse the crowd. He went on the
lawn and talked to the leader~ for a short period and came
back and said, ''I think I can get them to disburse if you just
give me a couple more minutes.'' I said, ''All right. I will
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wait.'' He went back to the group and talked to them several
more minutes. He came back and said-. ''They will disburse.
They are going over to Rev. Campbell's church."
Q Do you know what church is Rev. Campbell 's·f
A. Bible Way Church on Grant Street, which
page 128 ) is approximately a mile from where they were
·
standing.
Q. Did they leave the Vicinity of the Library!
A. Yes, they left not marching. Some turned and went
up Holbrook Street, which is the opposite direction from
where Rev. Campbell's church is.· Some went down Main
Street toward Broad. The majority went in the- diFection of
-Bible Way Church. And in about 5 or 10 minutes, the area
was reasonably clear ·of colored pedestrians in the neighborhood. It took some time to· restore the traffic back to normal
as approximately at this time the exercise at Robert E~ Lee
· School was letting out and a large number of cars leaving
caused quite a .bit of traffic congestion at Holbrook Ave. That
was the end of the problem on that particular point at that
particular night, other than they held a meeting at Bible Way
Church that particular night. Q. How many hours approximately did these demonstrations take place on Wednesday, June 5th Y
A. It started in the afternoon at 3 :30 or. quarter of four,
as near as I remember, shortly before 4:00. They· came into
the building around 4 :00. They had been on the steps just
prior to then. ·
page 129 ) Q. What· time were they finally disbursed Y
A. About 9 :00 0 'Clock. They had been on the
public street continuously shouting,· marching, chanting at
one point up in front of the Hotel Leeland, which is across
the street from the Capital Theaer. They had been up in this
vicinity for half an hour or more, throwing bottles and bricks.
From about 4:00 O'Clock P.M. till around 9:30 P.M. that
night - They were demonstrating at least five hours.
Q Five hours Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many people would you estimate were involved
..-in these demonstrations on that date from beginning to end!
Can you estimate that just roughly!·
A. Well, they came and joined them and they left, ap-
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parently to go to restrooms or something and they came back,
but a number of times there were over a hundred. I believe
by count on the front steps there were about a hundred and
ten or fifteen when they first arrived in the afternoon. This
was an approximation by counting the number of people on
a step and multiplying it by the number of steps.
page 130 } Q. On June 6th, which is the next succeeding
day, Thursday, June 6th, 1963, were there any
demonstrations Y
I
A. Yes, they had a demonstration that day.
\
Q. Do you know where they originated from Y
A. That, I don't remember, Mr Ferguson. I think they
came from the Parking Lot over there I am not sure on that
particular day. And I saw just a portion of them out in front
of the. building that day. That was the day they held a meeting upstairs. We were in conference for a great deal of the
time. But Dunlap was in charge of those individuals that day.
And the demonstration, they marched around the business
district and they were on the front steps. I left the vicinity
of the demonstration and went upstairs to attend the meeting,
I guess around 4 :00 or 5 :00 0 ~clock.
Q. You weren't able to see what they were doing. You
were in a meeting!
A. No, after that one, I have to skip over an interval of
time till about 8 :00 or 9 :00 0 'Clock when the meeting broke
up upstairs, which I was attending. And Rev. Campbell was
there and later on Rev. Dunlap came and agreed
page 131 ] on some sort of truce for a period of several days
till they could discuss some of the problems. And
at this time Rev. Dunlap asked if we would aseist the colored
people that had left the M'U.II'IJciple Building and gone to the
Bible Way Church, assist them in getting home unmolested as
a large crowd of white people had gathered in the business
area on Main Street. I said, "Yes, but not only that, we
will drive some of them home in the police cars.'' I would
estimate we took perhaps a hundred home in the poli~e cars.
Many of them were very small. I'd say twelve years old.
Q. Did you have occasion to see the white people T
A. Yes, I would estimate the crowd of white people, a great
deal of whom were teenagers or around 20 or 21, of about
3,000 were assembled on the business area from as far as
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Ridge Street down to slightly below Union Street.
Q. What time was this you observed this Y
A. This was in the evening after I had come out of the
meeting in the Municiple Building. I expect it was around
9:00 O'Clock, because it was getting dark at that time.
Q. Had the demonstration ceased at that time Y
A. Yes, the demonstration ceased about 5 :30 when we were
in the meeting. They had ceased and gone to the
page 132 ] church. And we were in the process of escorting
these colored people home because we feared
there may be some sort of racial clash between the white
and colored. I personally toured the area in the car and
assigned men to various places that looked like it might be
explosive. We made a number of white people move on
from Floyd and Q. Did it appear explosive to you t
A. I feel if the people had marched on the street or a
large group of colored people had appeared on Main Street,
it would have been a clash between the colored and white. We
escorted a number home in cars an·d with motorcycles. One
group came from Bible Way Church up Ridge to Main in
the direction of South Main Street. We had a couple of
motorcycles and cars in front and at the rear. A large number of white youths were riding in automobiles up and down
the street, five or six to a car. This was the day after they
had demonstrated for some five hours, beginning in the afternoon and ending around 9 :00 0 'Clock. We escorted these
people home and drove some of them home. I checked by the
Church I think perhaps as late as 9 :30 or 10 :00 that night
and the last of them were going home. We didn't have
any clash between the two races at that time.
page 133 ] We did have some rock throwing incidents along
about that time in the colored neighborhood.
Q. Just reports you received of this rock throwing!
A. That's right.
Q Now, the next day was J nne 7th, was there any demonstration that day!
A. No, sir
Q June 8th1.
A. No, sir.
Q. June 9th!

_1
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A No, sir, none Friday, Saturday and Sunday. It was no
demonstrations until Monday.
Q. June lOth would be the succeeding Monday!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did any demonstrations occur that dayf
A. They did.
Q Was it in the morning or afternoon Y
A. They occurred in the morning and afternoon and night,
all three periods of the day.
Q. Tell us what happened that day!
A. In the morning they started the demonstration, which
they followed the usual pattern of assembling
page 134 ) and marching This time they assembled in the
parking lot off Spring Street, which is known as
_ Public Parking Lot No. 3.
Q. Did you have occasion to go over there with Detective
-_
Towler that morning!
A. No, sir, I dispatched Captain Towler and CaptainBoswell to the scene to attempt to disburse these people
before they marched.
Q. Did they disburse them!
A. No, sir. They came to the Municipal BuildingQ How did they get there!
A. Walked on Spring, up Union, across 1.1ain to the front
steps of the Minicipal Building where they congregated,
chanting, singing, clapping their hands and shouting in unison
as they had been doing.
Q. As best you can, describe the type of noise Y
A. One or two leaders would ask a question in a loud
voice, ''What do you want Y'' And in a loud tone in unison
they would shout, ''Freedom.'' And then, ''When do you
want itY" And they would answer, "Now." And they repeate~ slogans of that sort. They would continue on and
- on; so it was repetitious. They had a small repertoire they
would repeat every ten minutes and go through
- page 135 ) the same routine. And, of course, they would sing
several of the songs. And this group of demonstrators got down in the street and walked down Patton
StreetQ. On the sidewalk f
A. No,, in the street.
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Q. Did they block traffic Y
A. Yes. They took up most all of the street. They went down
the street to Craghead this time. They turned up Craghead
and went to Main and up Main Street, all the way up Main,
taking up the entire width of the street, all the way up to
Ridge Street and turned on Ridge and came back to Patton
Street, back down Patton all the way to the Court House.
All this distance they were escorted by the police officers
as they had been in previous days.. We did the best we
could to stay in front, behind and on the sides· to prevent any
sort of clash or anyone from being struck by a car or injured by anyone else. As far as I know, no one was struck
by a car or by a thrown object or anything else during these
marches or demonstrations.

*

*

*

*

*
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*
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*

page 141 ]

Q. All right, sir. After they marched up the street, they
turned and went down Ridge and back toward Patton and the
building we are now in, what did they do then Y
A. They reassembled on the "front steps of the M umciple
Building and I ordered Captain Boswell and Lt.
to
arrest the leaders in this particular group and put them in
jail. When we started to arrest the leaders, the crowd poured
down upon them and followed them around the corner of the
Mwwiciple Building into the alley on the far side of the build-ing, following along with the officers and at some points they
were holding on to the prisoners.
Q. The other demonstrators were holding on to
them!
page 142 ] A. I don't say they were attempting to take them
away from the police officers, but they were slowing
their progress in forward motion and when they passed through
the back yard, I ordered more police to proceed up in front
to assist these officers who had these demonstrators under
arrest. And they turned up the alley going to the jail door. And
when we arrived at the jail door, as. I got there on the steps
of the door, it's a large stone about four feet wide and about
eight feet long, and we opened the door to put them in, be·;

.J
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cause we were afraid to take them into the Municiple Building because we felt they were going to take them away from
us by the shouting and sounds they were making or that they
were going to try to take the prisoners away from us. At the
jail door when we opened the door to put the prisoners inside
. for safe keeping, it was necessary to actually beat them off
the steps and force them off by physical strength to keep them
out of the jail. They said they were going into the jail; they
were going to take over the jail and they were going to show
us what they came down here for.
Q. I show you a photographpage 143 ]

Mr. Miller: Your Honor, I object.

Q. Chief McCain, I show you a photograph and ask you can
you identify yourself as being in that photographY
A. Yes, sir, I am standing here on the edge of this photograph.
Q. Does tha·t photograph represent what it purports to
representt
A. Yes, this is the actual scene which took place at this
particular day. Here is the young man haranguing the crowd
and telling them to ''let's take over the jail.'' You see the
number of police officers I have on the steps to keep them out
of the jail.
Q Was that after the prisoners had been put in Y
A. Yes, that's after the prisoners had been put in and closed
the door.
Mr. Miller: Your Honor, I especially object to this pi~ture.
The others, he said he was beside the photographer, but here
he is in the picture and obviously away from the photographer.
The Court: What is the objection Y
Mr. Miller: The objection is that the photographpage 144 ] er is not present.
The Court: Objection overruled.
Mr. Miller: Exception.
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Did you see these people that are in the photographY

· A. Yes, sir, I looked out into the crowd. I walked into the
crowd a couple of times and ordered them to disburse and

~~~-----

--

Doyle J. Thomas, et al. v. City of Danville

55

Chief E. G. McCain
ordered them away from the doo-r. This was a very exciting
moment and I felt someone was perhaps going to be hurt and
possibly they might go into the jail:
Q. Can you identify that person t
A. I think that is Ecols. I believe they called him "Youngblood''. It looks to me as though this is Ecols at that point here.
Q. I show you photograph No. 14 and ask you was that
taken at the same timet
A. Y.es, this picture was taken after the one just exhibited.
Some of them had sat down. And this young man has his
hand in the air, when he put his hand in the air and motioned
them down, a number of these people sat down.
page 145 ) He said, ''Set down, we're going to stay here till
we get what we want." At that point I had stepped
back off the steps and was facing the jail.
Q. I show you photograph No. 15 and ask you do you recognize yourself in the photograph!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Does this photograph purport to show what took place Y
A. Yes, this is when they were at the jail door and I was
personally forcing them back. You can see by the man with
raised fists. You see my hand reaching to push them back. You
can see by the motion of the body and this particular man,
they were trying to force their way into the jail door, and we
were physically preventing them from doing it. This I remember vividly. Only by physical force did we keep them out of
the jail.
Q How did you get that group out of the drive?
A. Well, we arrested a number of them and put them in jail.
And then we ordered them to disburse and they wouldn't. We
called the fire department when they wouldn't disburse and.
we turned the fire hoses on them. Then they left when we
turned the water on and came down the .alley
page 146 ] here around the building and into the parking lot.
And they didn't leave the vicinity. They stood
at the corner of the building and shouted and yelled. The
fire hose in the alley· didn't reach down to where they were.
It was necessary to bring another truck around on Patton
Street to turn the hose on to disburse them. They then left the
vicinity of the Court House, went down through the parking
_lot and turned up Market Street. That's the last time I saw
them at that particular period.
Q. That was on the lOth 7
A.- That was on the lOth at about 11 o'clock in the morning.
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Q. Of course you didn't follow them over to Main Street and
·
see where they went?
A. No, I heard communication about where they were and
what they were doing. I didn't follow them from that particular ·
point. As I stood in front of the Court House I cou~d see a
number of them go up Main Street and some of them go out
Union Street toward Spring Street. They were wet. I could
identify them. It was the same group and most of them went
out Union toward Spring and a few of them continued
up Union, but that was the last I saw of them
·page 147 J at that particular time.

*
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page 148 J

Q. Did they have a meeting of your knowledge at Bible Way
Church on the lOth of June Y
A. Y~es, a large crowd collected and there was
page 149 J a large number of cars on Industrial Avenue on
the night of June lOth.
Q. Do you have personal knowledge of this Y
A. Yes. I drove up to Green Hill Cemetary where we can
overlook this particular place and I checked more than once
that evening. In fact, I was on my car on the way to check
it another time when I intercepted this group coming up
Monument Street at Calhoun, and they had had a meeting
prior to the arrival of this group.
Q. Who is the pastor of Bible Way Church on Grant Street 7
A. Rev. Campbell.
Q~ Now you said they marched from that direction Y
A. That's right, they were coming from the direction of Industrial Avenue which leads up to Bible Way Church..
Q. Now tell us what happened when they got outside of
the Municipal Building that night around 11 o'clock!
A. When they came up to the eD:trance in the jail alley they
were singing and Rev. McGhee was leading·them. I don't know
his initials. He is a colored minister. They marched up into .
the jail alley, two abreast, singing And they went
page 150 ] past the jail door. And I told them when they
came into the alley after they had gotten on City
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property, that they were in violation of the law, and for them
to disburse.
Q. When you told them they were in violation of the law
and they would have to disburse, were you using a megaphoneY
·
A. Not at that time. I didn't have a megaphone.
Q. This was the first timeA That's the :first time around the building.
Q. Did you speak to any particular person t
A. I spoke to them as they passed me. I repeated my phrase
as they passed me asking them to disburse they were in violation of the law.
Q. Asking or telling!
A. Telling them to disburse, they were in violation of the
law. They passed me and went all way around the jail and
came back up to the rear of the jail back up Court Street and
turned into the alley a second time.
Q. In the street!
. A. No, they were on the sidewalk. They turned into the
alley the second time. As they came up the alley a second time
Rev. McGhee was leading them. I stepped in front
page 151 } of McGhee with several of the officers. By putting
myself in front of him he was necessarily stopped..
Q. How close were you standing to him at that time.f
A. As close as I am to this witness stand.
Q. Describe it in feet for the record t
A Two feet away. I told him he was in violation of the. law~
stating specifically the Corporation Court Injunction and that
he was also disturbing the peace; that it was no time of the
night for a demonstration. I ordered him to disburse. He
didn't even answer me or show any signs that he recognized
me or paid any attention to me.
Q. Were you in uniformt
A. I was in uniform.
Q. Just like you are dressed now Y
A. Yes, except I had my hat on. I walked down the column
of twos and told· each as they passed they were violating the
law and told them to go home, they were in violation of the
Corporation Court Injunction, which said they couldn't demonstrate; they were committing a breach of the peace; and
it-wasn't no time of night to hold a demonstration; they were
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disturbing other people. They wouldn't leave, -expage 152 } cept some on Court Street toward the end of the
column began to drive away and go back down
Court Street toward Lawhorne. They r-emained. And I called
for the fire department to disburse them. They continued to
stand there while the fire department laid out the hose and filled
up the hoses with water, all of which took place in about five
minutes for the fire department to get hooked up. They
wouldn't leave, again being told to do so. And I told the fire
department to turn the water on them, which they did.
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Zellner t
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall what his full name is Y
A. James Robert Zellner or it could be John Robert Zellner.
Either John or James.
Q. Is he a Negro or white manY
A. He is a white man.
Q. Did you see him down there that night!
A. Yes. I saw him the first time they went through. As they
went down the hill he stepped out of the column and motioned
the group to come on. ''Keep marching and come on.'' He
got back in the line and went around the jail with
page 153 } the group. As he came back on the second lap I
stopped the column by standing in front of Rev.
McGhee. As I walked down the column telling these people
to disburse so that everybody would be sure to hear what I
said, Robert Zellner, or James or John, stepped out of the
column and as I walked down the line he stepped out in front
of me and raised a camera with a flash attachment and snapped the camera in my face, two feet from my face. It caused me
some pain in my eyes and momentarily blinded me. I took
the camera off his neck and smashed it over on the pavement.
I turned him over to an officer and told him to arrest this man
for assault.
Q. Did this blind you?
A. For a few seconds I was blinded. It impaired my vision
for maybe 10 or 15 seconds. I continued to walk down the column
of people telling them to go home.
Q. Aft-er the water was shot on them did they disburse Y
A. No, it was necessary that we go in and physically pull a
good number of them. They locked their arms together and
they crowded behind the cars and it was necessary _for the
policemen to pull them out from the cars physically-pull
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them aloose from the cars and from each other before they
could be disbursed.
page 154 ) Q. On June 11th, do you recall whether there
was a demonstration Y
A. Yes, there was a demonstration on that day on the· front
steps o{ the Municipal Building. They came across Union
Street and marched up on the front steps of the building and
sat down up there and had a demonstration in which they
sang and shouted as they had previously.
.Q. How many would you estimate was with them that time Y
A. I estimate that particular day it was about a hundred
in the crowd.
Q. Could you get in the front entrance of the building .if you
wanted toY
A. No, the doors had been locked on the front entrance of
the building after the 5th of June. You couldn't get into the
building.
Q. On June 12th, the next succeeding day, which was Wednesday, were there any demonstrations on that day!
A. Yes, there was a demonstration, but I can't pick up the
continuity at this particular moment.
Q. Nothing of any significance 1
A. I can't remember anything unusual other
page 155 ) than just marching around and shouting the usual
things. They did that so many times I lose track
except on times when things were outstanding.
Q. During most of these days when they came down Union
Street toward the Municipal Building do you know where they
came fromf
A. Most of the time they originated at the High Street
Church, but later on they moved down into the No. 3 Parking Lot on Spring Street and assembled at that particular
point. I don't know what the purpose in moving was, or why
they left the church. They moved down there to assemble.
Q. They moved from the church to the parking lot to assemble!
A. Yes. they assembled in the parking lot on the lOth, and
I guess on the other days. I don't remember exactly.
On the 12th is the day we had the demonstration at_ the
Charcoal House.
Q. What happened on the 12th f
A. On the 12th while the demonstration transpired down
town a group went to the Charcoal House.

60

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia
Chief E. G. McCain

Q. What is the Charcoal House f
A. It's a restaurant.
Q. Where is it located Y
A. On Riverside Drive, which is Route 58 and Alternate 29.
Q. How many went out there f ·
A. Seven. Four boys and three girls.
Q. · What did they do out there f
. A. They· tried to get admission into the restaurant, and
it was denied by the owners. They laid down in front of the
door, the main entrance to the restaurant. They were lying
down when I arrived. One girl was seated on tb,~- flower
box in front of the door. The remainder were lying· in front
of the door.
Q. Lying in front of the door Y
A. Yes, s~r.
Q. What happened then Y
A. I talked to the o-\vner of the business. He called and he
said he desired the people to be removed from his premises.
He didn't want them there. I was informed he was aware
of what the law was and he would tell the persons to move.
Q. Did he tell them to move f
page 157 ] A. He went around to the front of the building in my presence and the presence- of the other
officers and told these individuals he was the owner of this
place of business, this was his business, and he desired for
them to leave his premises .. He said he didn't want
them on his· property. They didn't answer. They didn't get
up, didn't say anything or do anything. Anq we arrested
them for trespassing. They refused to give any names. It
was necessary for us to photograph them at the scene and
place them as they lay prone into a vehicle as they were
transported into headquarters.
Q. On J nne 13th, which was Thursday, did any demonstrations take place Y
A. Yes, I have to refresh my memory on that. I am getting
a little dull.. That was the day they came down town in the
early afternoon and stayed on the Court House steps till
11· o'clock that night. This took most of the day. They
marched around several times and came back to the Court
House steps and said they were going to stay there till the
Mayor talked to them, till he met some of their demands.
Untortunately, the Mayor wasn't in the City at that time.

page 156 ]
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He was out of the City and in Richmond~
page 158 ] And we talked to these leaders. At this time it
was Dr. Reid from Petersburg and Rev. Chase
of Danville, were the two leaders present. And the Captain
of the State Police, the Major and myself, and a captain of
the Police Department ·held a conference with these two
leaders, just to the south side of the main entrance of the
Municipal Building about 6 o'clock in the evening and asked
them if they were going to leave. And they said no. Of
course we told them to leave and they said they weren't going
to until they had seen the Mayor. We asked them, for their
.safety, to leave, because they had told us they were going
to stay till they had talked to the Mayor, and they didn't
know the Mayor w.as out. of town, and the Mayor was in
Richmond. And we realized the Mayor might not be back
that night. And if they stay~d till they saw the Mayor meant
they might stay all night. We were afraid because of the
conduct of some of the white people on the day preceding
this event, that we might have some trouble protecting these
people.
Q. Did any white people come down and get on the steps
·
the night before f
A. Yes, _a group of white youths came down,
page 159 ] maybe 50 gathered on the front steps, and perhaps 25 by the corner of the Register Publishing
·Company, and 25 on the corner by the J. T. ~owner Printing
Company. And it was necessary to get the State Police to
assist us in removing these individuals. There were about
50 of them and they said they were going to sit on the steps
of the· Mwniciple Building and they weren't going to be
removed by us or the colored people; and that would be one
day the colored people didn't sit on the front steps of the
Court House.

*

*
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page 162 ]

Q. Chief McCain, just tell us what time these people started
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congregating on the steps of the Municipal Building on June
13th approximately what time Y
A. In the afternoon, early. I think about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon. It was early in the afternoon before store closing
time because they had been there some time when we addressed them, had a conference with them at 6 o'clock.
Q. Was there any noise with that demonstration Y
A. Yes, sir. They were singing, applauding, and shouting
as they had been on previous days. There was about at
that time, I believe by count, 120 at one time
page 163 ] on the steps.
Q. What time was it you had this conference
with the leaders Y
A. At 6 o'clock I asked the Major of the State Police and
Captain to go with Captain Boswell and myself while we
talked with Dr. Reid and Rev. Chase.
Q. What did you talk to them about!
A. We asked them to leave the vicinity of the front steps
so we might have some privacy and we walked slightly above
the steps and leaned against the rail and there we talked for
. a minute or two about the hazard of these people remaining
on the steps all night; that we felt it would be difficult for
.us to offer them protection if they stayed on those steps all
·night. They had not done that previously and people riding
by at night might throw something out or shoot at them from
the automobile. We pointed out I did myself the possibility
that someone might shoot from as far away as Main Street
and that it would be impossible to identify them.
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page 164]

After we conversed with the two leaders for sometime, they
said they couldn't give us an answer at that time.
page 165 ] We set a 7 o'clock meeting which was approximately one hour from that particular time to
receive an answer whether or not they would leave the steps
or stay there. all night. We de~arted and they went back to.
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the group to hold a conference. And of course we kept
officers on the front of the building all the time as we
always have. And we made some plans to protect these people
that particular night. And. we came back, or rather we met,
with the men at 7 o'clock. And a number of people left the
vicinity approximately at 7, leaving the steps going somewhere, and we were informed by Dr. Reid and Rev. Chase
that they would stay on the steps all night or until they had
talked to the Mayor Stinson. So we put into operation the
plan we had devised. We cut off the traffic on Patton Street
at Ridge Street at the Greyhound Bus Station. We cut off
the traffic at the A & P Store on Court Street. We cut off the
traffic at Main and Union, and we cut off the traffic at Patton
and Lynn Street. We erected barricades at these places, except at Patton and Lynn, because the traffic couldn't come up
the hill. We placed police officers at these scenes to prevent
anyone from walking in and out. We allowed
page 166 ] people to come in until it got dark. And we allowed the people on the steps to leave to go to
the restrooms until dark. We informed them that after dark
they wouldn't be permitted to leave the steps to go down the
street to restrooms because we didn't feel like we could offer
them any protection once they got away from the Municipal
Building.
Q. So you blocked traffic off all the way around the- area
to protect them f
A. Yes, sir, a block each way, which was actually four
blocks. And we stopped vehicular traffic in that area because
we felt it would be a hazard to these people on the steps during the night if cars rode by.
Q. Could you describe the group Y Were there any children
in the group T
A. Yes, sir, it was some youngsters, it appeared to be.
One lady was carrying one in her arms. I don't know how
young it was, but maybe 6 or- 8 years old, but she had a
bedspread,, or something wrapped around the youngster while
they were sitting on the steps.
Q. What happened then T
A. They had supper on the steps, Pepsi Colas and hot-
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dogs and things and they stayed there until about
page 167 ] 11 o'clock when we removed them. But before
we had an opportunity to remove them another
group was assembled and was on the way to headquarters.
We met that group after we had disbursed this group from
the front of the building. We called out the fire department,
the Virginia State Police officers Q. _Is that how you got them disbursed Y
A. We went out and set up the fire trucks and hooked up
the hoses. We didn't turn any water except order them to
leave and they disbursed.
Q. Did you threaten to shoot waterY
A. No, the hoses were hooked up. We didn't turn any
water on and didn't threaten - I told them to leav~ and
they left. The hoses were there. We had on helmets, we had
tear gas and things we might need, but we didn't use any of
it.
Q. Where was this other group Y
A. They were coming up Craghead and turned up Patton
Street.
Q. How many would you estimate were in that group!
A. I think it was about 150 in that group.
Q. Where were they, on the sidewalk or in the
page 168 ] street!
A. They were in the street.
Q. Coming up in this direction f
A. Yes, sir..

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Did you see these people!
A. I did.
Q. Tell me where they were f
A. They were in the street. When the people
page 169 ] disbursed on the front steps, Rev. Chase asked
to talk to Mayor Stinson. And Mayor Stinson
came around the building, I sent someone for him, and I
left Mayor Stinson talking to Rev. Chase and Dr. Reid in
front of the building, standing on the steps. And this other
group of people was moving up the street. I immediately
went down the steps. I watched them before I departed. I
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could see them coming around the corner from Craghead on
to Patton. I had dispatched Lt. Riddle and 20 police officers
and a similar number of State Police to back them up if needed.
Lt. Riddle stopped them at Market Street and I walked
down to where he had stopped them. I arrived just immediately after he had stopped them, maybe just a minute.
And I ordered them- to disburse and told them immediately.
And they disbursed and went back down Patton Street down
Craghead and back over in the direction of the Liberty Hill
Housing Project.
Q. So they disbursed off the steps and the group approaching toward the steps were pushed back the other way.
A. That's right.
Q. And how many people do you estimate was
page 170 ) in the group that turned at the corner of Patton
and Craghead.
A. I estimate about 150 people. The group on the steps
had dwindled from the 120 in the afternoon to probably 70
that night by 11 o'clock. They had continued to drift away
during the evening.
Q. The number had decreased in front of the building,
those on the steps!
A. By 11 o'clock I don't think there was more than_ 70.
Q. How many police officers on the Police Force, .Chief
McCain!
A. 77 uniformed Police Officers.
Q. How many police officers usually work on a shiftY
A. We have a total of 22 men assigned to a shift and with
days off it leaves a working strength of 15 or 16.
Q. How many shifts do you have in a 24-hour period Y
A. 'Three.
Q. How many police officers did you have working June
13th!
A. All three shifts.
Q. You called them all in that afternoon!
page 171 ] A. It was necessary to call them in to have
sufficient men here.
Q. Where were most of these officers stationed f Did you
have most of them around here!
A. I had them right at the Municipal Building and in the
locker room on reserve till we assem~led our group. I had
\
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20 out here, Captain Boswell had 20 upstairs to come out of
the front door behind the demonstrators, and Lt. Howerton
had 20 others to back us up wherever we might need them
out front.
Q. Why did you disburse them on the steps there that nigbtt
A. Because they had been there and threatened to stay
all night and they were violating the Corporation Court
Injunction; they were . using the front steps for a picnic
ground, for one thing. They were creating a disturbance
and dirtying the place up. On the front steps were drinks
and liquids. The next day there was a great deal of stain
and discoloration. There was some damage done to the
statue in front of the building Q. The statue of who Y
A. Mayor Wooding.
page 172 ] Q. Is that the statue out in front of the 1Yiuni.
cipal Building!
A. Yes, it's on a quarter pedestal. It is cemented around
the base. The cement was loose. I can't say what loosed it,
I don't know. It was necessary it was repaired. This was
the night of the 13th, the night they shot at the police cars
and broke the windshield of an automobile also in which I
was riding.
Q. Did you hear any gun shot Y
A. Yes, sir. I was here at headquarters in the alley and
I heard the sound of firing in the direction of Liberty Heights
Housing Project; and I received a call over the radio. I
could hear it on the car in the back of where I was standing,
a call coming from Car 12 saying the car dispatched to
Green Hill 0 emetary - they were shooting at them from
Grant and Industrial.
Q. When you. heard that voice communication did you
personally hear the shots t
A. The shots preceded and followed the voice communication. This may have been 20 shots sounding, some before
and some after the radio communication.
Q. Was an armored car brought into Danville
page 173 that nig~t!
A. Yes, sir, the armored car was then parked
in the lot adjacent to the building and we asked the State
Police if he would send the vehicle on Industrial Avenue
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where the shooting was taking place, and he dispatched
several police officers and State Police cars. There was a
large gathering of people at Bible Way Church, which is
on Grant Street just up from Industrial Avenue. The shots
were coming from the trees in the intersection of Grant and
Industrial Avenue. I went over in the Green Hill Cemetary
where a group of men were dispatched. We carried our tear
gas guns and parachute :flares. And we fired two flares in
the air to light up the wooded area. And we fired two tear
gas shells over on Industrial Avenue, into this wooded area
from the direction the bullets had arrived. We didn't see
any people. No one came out. And no more shots were fired
after that. The armored car was patrolling on Industrial
Avenue. They stopped a number of cars coming out of Grant
, Street from the Bible Way Church.
Q. Could you generally describe what happened since that
day to the present day Y
A. Since that particular day we had a day or
page 174 ] two that was kind of quiet. One June 15th, two
days after that, we had two demonstrations on
the street. Where a group of people came down Main and
around the block and around down Main Street and were
intercepted in iront of Berman's, which is at the corner of
Main and Market. And they were singing and marching two
abreast. And when the police stopped them, they immediately
lay down on the sidewalk. They were in violation of the
Corporation Court Injunction and the City Picketing Ordinance.
Q. They laid on the sidewalk T
A. They laid on the sidewalk.
Q. Did they block the sidewalk f
A. Yes. Some of them were women of large proportion
and they were walking arm in arm and two abreast, singing.
On the sidewalk at that particular place, it was necessary,
because of the length of this .group, for people to detour
around them or step aside while they passed. When the
police stopped them they laid down on the sidewalk, which
necessitated the police picking each individual up and
placing them in the vehicle, either a police car or some trucks.
So we loaded them on stretchers,-_ some of the larger ones,-

----
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and put them in the back of the truck.
Q. When they were coming down the street,
were they making any noise, or were they quiet!
Were they singing Y
A. They were singing and chanting in unison, yes, sir.

page 175

Mr. Wood: Your Honor, Mr. Ferguson has been leading
all during this whole hearing, and so we certainly would
request that he refrain from asking leading questions. We
would ask the Court to direct the City AttorneyThe Court: I don't think Mr. Ferguson talks quite loud
enough for us to hear.
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. These people that were on Main Street you just described, would you describe what they were doing!
A. They were walking down the street side by side in a
column. I think there were 39 of them, and they were walking
two and two abreast. And they were singing in unison and
at times chanting. And then the police stopped them they
laid down on the sidewalk and necessitated the police picking
up them and lifting them into vehicles to transport them
to headquarters. Later that day another group
page 176 ] came down Main Street in front of Woolworth's
and turned the corner and started toward the
Municipal Building. And they saw a group of police officers,
amongst whom was myself, standing at the intersection of
Union and Patton waiting for them. And they attempted
to turn around and go back. And the police officers who had
been placed at the corner stepped behind them and stopped
them, and they laid down on the sidewalk. These same people ·
were singing when they came down the street and around the
corner. They were singing and clapping their hands as they
came down the street. And when the police stopped them,
they too laid down and necessiated bringing vehicles to put
them in and lifting them from the sidewalk into vehicles
to transport them to headquarters, where they were booked
and placed in jail. On the 19th of June another group came
down town and we~e singing as they marched; ·and walked
down the street arm in arm, two together, and generally obstructing traffic and singing and clapping. And when they were
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approached by the police they laid down on the sidewalk in
front of Belk Leggett's.
Q. Have you had occasion to be in the vicinity of the Dan
River Mills Schoolfield Division since these depage 177 ] monstrations started f
A. Yes, sir, on several occasions. On the day,
I believe the 13th of June, they had a demonstration at Dan
River Mills, I am not positive. It was the same date, I think,
that was the date it was called to my attention up there. I
said, "I am sorry I can't dispatch anybody up there to help
them. I am busily engaged in the Court House.'' They_ went
up the next day or a day later.
Q. Did you go up there Y Have you been up there on any
day!
A. Yes, sir, I have been up there.
Q. Describe what you saw,
A. One day I went up there, I can't give you the exact -date,
to No. 5 Mill Gate which is on Bishop Avenue. The property
of Dan River Mills extends to the sidewalk on Bishop Avenue.
There is a parking lot of about a hundred feet in depth
which runs parallel to the sidewalk. A hundred feet from
the sidewalk is a second gate which has a gate watchman.
At this point they stop the automobiles and allow only
pedestrians to proceed. Three colored individuals lay down
in front of this gate, which prohibited from opening the
gate. They carried signs saying, ''Dan River
page 178 ] Mills Discriminated'' and other slogans they
used. Slogans on these cards they were carrying
said, ''Danville Policemen were brutal and beat them'' and
that the City of Danville wasn't fair to them in hiring practices, and words to that effect.

*

*

*
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*

page 179 ]

Q.~ Chief McCain, I believe you were testifying before
we took a recess about something that occurred at Dro;t
River Mills Y
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_A. On July lOth, three young people lay down in front of
No. 5 Mill Gate, which is on Bishop Ave., in front of the gate
obstructing passage way, and they were carrying plaques
and signs.
Q. Were you present and observed!
A. Yes, I saw it.
Q. On later occasions, did you have occasion
page 180 ] to go back to Dan River Mills T
A. Yes, but to describe one day: On the 11th
we had a demonstration of 24 people marching around the
Municiple Building and around the jail and they were chanting ~d singing. And we placed them in jail. And we had another demonstration. On that night, Martin Luther King came
to town and they had a big meeting over at the High Street
Church. And after the meeting, about 11 :30, a group of 75
people came down Main Street and then Union Street and
started toward the Court House Q. 11 :30!
A. 11 :30 on the 11th of July. And I met them at the corner
of :Patton Street with the State Police. And the City Police
were there as was the fire department. And these were led
by Rev. Chase and Rev. Wood. And I ordered them to disbruse. And they didn't answer me, the two leaders nor the
group immediately behind them. But as I went down the line
of people, telling them they were in violation of the law, to
go home, they were in violation of the law, in violation of
the injunction, in violation of parading without a permit and
several other laws, disturbing the peace, the people
page 181 ] on the rear end of the line did go home and
leave the area, except Rev. Chase's wife. She
came up to the front and insisted on being arrested. And th(.l
leaders were arrested and placed in jail. About 12 were
arrested in that group. One or two came up with Mrs. Chase.
It may have been 14, the others having disbursed at. my order
to do so. Shortly after that, another group with about six
came and they marched single file. I spoke to them through
the megaphone and informed them they were in violation of
the law to lea:ve the area and go back to church and disburse;
and they turned all together and marched back toward Main
Street and disappeared. About 15 minutes later, a third group
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appeared and came down the street, marching toward Union
Street, and I told them they were in violation of the law and
we arrested them and put them in jail. That was on the 11th.
On the 12th, the pickets again appeared at Dan River Mills
at No.3 and No.5 gate.
Q. Where is No. 3 gate and No. 5 f
A. No. 5 is on Bishop Ave and No. 3 is on Wood Avenue.
Q. What did they do!
A. They laid down in front of the gates and
page 182 ] they were arrested.
Q. Has there been any activity since that day!
A. Yes, they have continued to demonstrate in the down
town area. One day they were inside Belt-Leggetts Department Store walking around in the store with signs.
Q. Inside the store. How many would you estimate Y
A. Four - I was there when they were arrested. They
were ordered to leave and they didn't. A similar event occurred at Raylass Department Store on the same day Q. In other words, this was another group inside Raylass
Store!
A. Yes. And they were ordered to leave and wouldn't.

*

*

*
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*

page 183 ]

Q. What happened yesterday, the 28th of July!
A. After all this publicity and information that we had
read by the paper and conversation with people on the street
and other things, they met over at High Street Church at
a prolonged meeting. And about 3 :30 our officers
page 184 ] informed us that they were coming down town,
slightly before 3 :30. I :first saw them when they
were on Main Street, just below Floyd Street, and I'd say
there were two columns of colored people side by side and
both groups were singing. They were marching down the
sidewalk. One on one sidewalk and one on the other.
Q. Did they have a parade permitf
A. No, sir. And they were coming down the street, one
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group on each side of the street and they were singing, each
group was singing, and they were side by side as they came
down the street. They marched slowly down the street. The
group on the far side, when they went through the overhead
baracade7 where the proposed hotel is to be built, they completely blocked that. This overhead structure is errected there
to protect the public while the building was being demolished.
They blocked that completely from one end to the other.
Q. Is that being used as a temporary sidewalk Y
A. It is being used as a temporary sidewalk. It's the only
way you can go up or down the hill on thatsride of the street.
They blocked it from side to side as well as end to end
when they marched through there. The group
page 185 ) on the far side of Main Street - I was at that
particular point with my megaphone and I informed the people demonstrating that they were in violation
of the law and they were under arrest and informed them
of parading without a permit and of the Corporation Co11rt
injunction and told Lt. Riddle to turn the people across the
street in the direction of Woolworth's. I came across the
street and addressed the group on this- side of the street
and told them they were in violation of the Corporation
Court injunction and parading without a permit and they
were under arrest for this act and they turned the corner
of Union Street along side of Woolworth's where they all
sat down or laid down on the sidewalk against Woolworth's
building, either sat down or laid down. They were all arrested
and transported to headquarters. They were a total of 88,
amongst whom were 17 - Excuse me, a total of 80, amongst
whom were 17 juveniles.
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page 243 ]

T. N. MORRIS,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows:

*
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page 247 ]

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Now, when was the next demonstration t
A. The next one was on June 5th, which was on Wednesday.
page 248 ] Q., What happened that dayY
A. Well, a bunch of them came to the front
stairs on Patton Street side and about 65 dashed -·
Q. Front stairs of what building!
A. To the Municipal Building on the Patton Street side
and about 65 dashed into the building on to the third floor
to the City Manger's Office.
Q. What time of afternoon. was this 7
A. This was around 4:00 O'Clock.
Q. Came to the third floor and then to the City Manger's
Office!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Just what were they doing there Y
A. They were singing, clapping, some of them had bottle
caps in cigar boxes they were shaking. They completely took
the City Manager's Office closed at 5:00 O'Clock and they
and some on the floor. They were very unruly and loud that
day.
Q. Could you hear them off the third floor Y
A. You could hear them down on the first_ floor.
Q. Now, just what was their avowed purpose for going in
the City Manager's OfficeY
page 249 ] A. I don't know the exact purpose. They said
they were going to stay all night. Rev. Campbell
would ask some of them had they ever spent the night in the
City Manger's Office and they would say, no. He would ask
them if the~ were going to spent the night and they would
say, yes, and things of that nature.
Q. Who was leading this group!
A. Rev. Campbell, Rev. Dunlap and Arthur Pinchback, Jr.
Q. And how were they finally disbursed or gotten out of
this office Y
A. We waited on till after 5 :30. They were advised that
the City Manager's Office closed at 5 :00 0 'Clock and they
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would have to leave. They refused to leave and said that they
would have to be carried out. So we had to carry them out.
Q. Who said that, "We'll have to be carried outY"
A. Rev. Campbell said that.
Q. What did you all do then Y
A. We arrested Campbell and started carrying the rest of
them out. Captain Boswell arrested Campbell and carried
him to the elevator. And Chief McCain and some of the
other officers started carrying these other persons
page 250 ] out. And they became violent and turned into a
mob and some of them were resisting, biting, kicking, laying down in the floor and things of that nature. All
of the people were carried out to the Court Street side of
the Municipal Building, out that entrance there, where they
gathered around out in the street for a while, then they
moved out.
Q. Did these people go down to the Court Street side of
the Municipal Building on their own feet, or how were they
gotten there Y
A. They walked, most of them. We just got in behind them
and moved on in on them and kept therrvmovilng do~ the
stairs.
Q. Then what happened after they got on the outside of
the Court Street side 7
A. They were very unruly.
Q. What do you mean unruly! What do you mean by unruly!
A. They were spitting, cursing, slapping at and pulling at
you.
Q. Spitting where Y
A. Spitting at police officers.
Q. They were cursing!
A. Yes, sir.
page 251 ] Q. What sort of language f
A. Mostly damn. One boy in particular would
strike matches and look at me and say, ''The next tiine you
come through the Project, this is the way your ass is going
to burn..''
Q. Where is the Project f
A. This is Liberty View Project.
Q. Is that aNegro housing development Y
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Q. Did these people disburse of their own accord f
A. They didn 'f disburse. T.hey crowded into the street
and went down to the intersection of Patton and Union Street,
and Rev. Dunlap went out into the street and got the entire
group out into the street and stopped there.
Q. Did they block traffic there f
A. Yes, sir. I went out and asked him to get the people
out of the street Q. This was Rev. Dunlap!
A. Yes, sir - I asked him to move the people o·ut of the
street. And he said he wouldn't do it. So I arrested him for
acting in a riotous and disorderly manner.
Q. Who was leading them at that time Y
page 252 ] A. Rev. Dunlap was leading at that time and
Campbell had been arrested.
Q. Was he giving any orders or instructions T
A. He directed them into the street.
Q. They were blocking the traffic there Y
A. The entire street was blocked.
Q. So you put him under arrest t
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And carried him in, I take it Y
A. I had to carry him in. He slumped down on the street.
Q. He slumped down on the street Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is that what they call ''went limp!''
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And he had to be carried then to the Bail Commissioner's Office Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then what happened after that!
A. The rest of the group went down to Craghead Street
and went up Main Street, completely taking the street. And
I joined the crowd back over at Main and Market Street and
we were trying to get the people out of the street.
Q. Were they blocking traffic!
page 253 ]
A. Yes, they were blocking traffic. Traffic
couldn't move.
Q. What were they going! Were they making any noise at

allY
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A. Spitting, shoving and cursing. And they had become
a mob at this time. They were unruly, disorderly and they
didn't pay any attention to anything, traffic or anything.
Anything you would say to them, they would just disregard
it.
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page 288]

Q. All right, sir, now will you pick your narrative at this
point, Mr. Morris!
A. I don't have anything other than tlie demonstration
which took place on the 28th of July,- this passed Sunday.
Q. Will you describe to us what occurred on that dateY
A. On this day a group of persons came down Main Street,
marching two abreast, singing and crossed on over to the
intersection of Main and Union Streets where Chief McCain
'advised them they were in violation of the Court Injunction
and they were parading without a permit and they were all
under arrest. They all filed on to the sidewalk on the Union
Street side of Woolworth's and sat down on the street where
we arrested all of these people for the two violations Chief
McCain told them they were violating.
.
Q. Did these people obey the police officer when they were
told to disburse f
A. No, sir, they just laid down and sat down on the sidewalk.
Q. Did they obey the police officers in getting into the
vehicles that were waiting when they were arpage 289 ] rested Y
A. No, sir, all I had any contact with, we had
to carry them to the vehicles that brought them to the Police
Department.
Q. You had to carry them bodilyY
A. Carried them bodily.

*
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W. L. OSBORNE,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows:

page 344 ]

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Officer Osborne, what shift were you working during
the month of June of this year!
A. Midnight shift.
Q. What time did you come to work, or do you come to
work during the midnight shift t
A. We are supposed to be here for the line-up by twenty
minutes of twelve.
Q. Did you have occasion to come to work on the night
of June lOth around 11 :40 or somewhere around that
timeY
page 345 ] A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you patrol that night Y
A. I was working the whole southside of Danville, my·
self and Officer Dalton.
Q. Did you patrol in the area of ·Winslow Hospital and
Almagro at any time that night Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did anything happen to your police car in that area
that night!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, describe what happened there.
A. Well, to start with, we were going Betts Street and
as we were going by Winslow Hospital toward Smith Street
someone hollered, ''There goes those S.O.B.s '' and fired two
shots into the left side of the police car.
Q. Did it hit the police carY
A. Yes, sir, two shots hit it.
Q. How many people would you estimate were standing
there!
A. I say it was 200 on one side and on the other - 250
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to 300 on both sides of the street.
Q. Approximately what time was this!
page 346 ] A. I'd say it was shortly after midnight, approximately 12 :15 to 1 :20.
Q. 12 :15 to 1 :20 A.M. on the morning of the 11th Y .
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did any other objects strike the police carY
A. As we left there, leaving there going toward Lincoln
Street over in the Project, we went down King Walter's Mill
Road and back Industrial and up Grant Street and turned
right on Bland and went up Lynn. As we got up close to
Walter's Mill Road someone hollered and threw some bottles
at the side of the car, and a rock that we found later, approximately this large, hit where I had my arm laying out
of the window right at the joint of the car. It made a dent
in the door and knocked the paint off the car.
Q. To get back to the Winslow Hospital area, what is the
race of people that live in this area Y
A. All colored.
Q. These people you saw, 200 or 300 people, you say~ could
you tell whether they were Negroes or white T
A. All of them were colored people. I didn't see any white
in the bunch.
page 347 ] Q. Tell me again where the bullets struck your
carY
A. The bullets struck the car on the left rear at the fender.
One struck the fender and one in the trunk.
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page 351 ]

Q. Mr. Osborne, you commented that on several other occasions during the period these demonstrations took place
some objects were thrown at you and you were shotA. Well, over on Robinson Street at Cleveland
page 352 ] intersection Q. Before you get to that - I thought maybe
they shot at your police car. This was someone elsef
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A. That was at us when we got there. We had a call to
answer a call of bricks being thrown at people going by;and
as we started up Robinson Street from Cleveland, it's one
apartment house behind the store and the rest is weeds and
bushes. We had bricks and rocks and bottles thrown at us on
several occasions. We had calls over there three or four
times.
Q. This was during the period of the demonstrations!
A. Yes, sir, nothing ever happened till the demonstrations
started.
Q. Did you ever see any people that were throwing these
bricks!
A. Well, we saw the boys or men or whatever they were,
·
but they ran.
Q. Could you tell the race of the people!
A. They 'were colored people.
Q. You said you saw boys running the night you were shot
at and you shined the light on them. Could you tell the race
of those people Y
page 353 ] A. They were colored people.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION
By Mrs. Wood:
.
Q. Officer, did I understand you to say that to your knowledge there had never been any incident with people throwing
rocks at each other or bottles at each other or any kind of
disturbance in the course of your work with the Police De-..
partmentY
A. During the 15 years I have been here, I have answered
calls where kids would throw rocks from a bank on tops of
cars; throw bottles out' in the street to break them for car
tires to run over and put tacks in the road. That's just
people that are doing something to be mischievous. I am
talking about trying to hurt you. And as long as I have been
here, I haven't had anybody to shoot at me as I did my
tour of duty. I had some right close run-ins, but I figure
nobody was trying to hurt me, no more than one fellow I
arrested.
Q. Could you tell the Court whether this shooting incident
you are referring to there was any deliberate attempt to shoot

80

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia
W. L. Osborne

you as such Y I mean your testimony you are making very
personal.
page 354 l A. Well, I can say so far none has hit me. If
they are shooting at me, they haven't been too
lucky, haven't hit me.
Q. In reference to the incident on Robinson Street, did
you not testify that some people were out there throwing
rocks or stones or something there at Robinson and ClevelandY
A. Yeah. I testified we had calls they were throwing rocks
at cars when they passed. When we got there, they threw
·
them at us.
Q. White people were making these calls!
A. They never threw at colored people. They threw them
at white people as they went by. They came down to the
office, several people in cars, reporting this happened and
where it happ_ened.
By The Court:
Q. Was that during the month of June f
A. I think it was all during the month of June, as well as
I recall.
By Mrs. Wood:
Q. You stated that the complaints you had came from
white people. Can you positively say no rocks were thrown
at any colored people who happened to have been in
carsf
page 355 ] A. I don't know whether they stoned the
colored people or not. I say all the -people that
I recall were white that came down and complained. When
we arrived at the place on Robinson Street and Cleveland,
rocks and half pieces of cinderblock and bricks and broken
bottles were all in the street. As we. started up Robinson
Street where all the whites are on the right, they threw at
our car on several different occasions. When you throw the
light you would see them running through the weeds and
all along back of Langston High School. Whether they were
trying to hit the people in the car driving along, I couldn't
say that.
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ALLEN WALKER,
page 356 ] a witness for the. plaintiff, testifies as -follows :
.

*

*

*

*

*

Q. On the night of June lOth of this year, approximately
what time did you come to workY
A. ApproXimately quarter past 11 :00.
Q. At any time during that night of· June lOth,
page 357 ] or after midnight on June 11th or any early
morning hours of June 11th, did you have occasion to be on Industrial Avenue!
A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Would. you tell us what happened to you on Industrial
Avenue that night!
. A. We were shot at.
Q. Where!
A. On Industrial Avenue between Holbrook Street· and
Pearl Street.
Q. Where is that in relation to where Grant Street is Y
A. That's approximately three blocks from Grant ·Street.
Q. Tell us what happened about this shootingt
A. We were patrolling. We came out of Jefferson Avenue
and made a right turn and,continued east on Industrial Avenue and just as. we p~ssed Lonnie's T. V. Place, between B.
Lonnie's and the Dragnet, we were fired at, approximately
10. or 15 bullets were fired. Three of these bullets struck the
car on the left side. One bullet hit the left rear door, one
penetrated the left front hubcap and another bullet
page 358 ] went into the headliner near the right sunvisor.
Q. Where was the hole in the headliner - First
of ~11, how many police officers were in the carY
A. It was two.
Q. You say one bullet came into the car and pierced the
headlinerY
A. That's right. It was Officer Bruce and myself. Officer
Bruce was driving the car. From the print of the bullet
before it tore into the headliner, from all indications the
bullet came through the rear door glass which was rolled
\"·

I_
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down and struck the headlining between Officer Bruce and
myself, near the right sunvisor.
Q. How far would that be from your head t
A. Approximately 8 to 10 inches.
Q. 8 to 10 inches from your headY
A. Yes, sir, probably closer to Officer Bruce.
Q. Sometime during this period, during June, did you
have occasion to be parked in Green Hill Oemeta;ryY
A. I did.
Q. Were you shot at anymore that same night, the night
of the 11th or early morning!
A. Yes, sir, that was after midnight, approxipage 359 ] mately 20 or 25 minutes later, I don't know the
exact time, but we were headed east on Industrial
Avenue - Grant Street is approximately 3 blocks from where
were were fired on the first time, just as we passed Grant
Street in the bottom, just before you get to the fenced in
warehouse on the right, another shot rang out. We didn't
have no evidence whether it struck the car. We couldn't tell.
Q. You just heard the shot!
A. Just heard the shot.
Q. On any other night, were yo-q fired at Y
A. Yes, sir, on the night of June 13th going into the 14th,
approximately midnight, we were patrolling through Green
Hill Cemetary and several shots were fired from the same
vicinity that were fired on June lOth.
Q. Were you observing anything from Green Hill OemetaryY
A. Yeah, we stopped at Green Hill 0 emetary and was observing the activity on Grant Street.
Q. What was it on Grant Street you were watching!
A. All these cars were parked in front of Bible Way Church.
Q. Do you know who is the pastor of Bible Way
Church!
page 360 ] A. No, I don't recall.
Q. Were there many people congregating
around the church that night!
A. Yes, sir, in front of the church I would estimate there
was 40 or 50 people all up and down the street. Cars were
lined on both sides of the street.
Q. Did you see anyone with any weapons that'Wight'l
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A. Yes, after we had been there for a while, a car came
down Grant Street from the direction of Bible Way Church
and made a turn around at the driveway just as you get to
the-.
Q. I believe you just said that you saw a vehicle come
down Grant Street and turned in the driveway - Pick it
up from there!
A. This car pulled in this driveway that goes out to some
apartment houses, just before you reach Industrial Avenue,
it's right beside the cleaners, and this car stopped as it
turned in this driveway and five men got out carrying rifles
or shotguns and went into the direction of the bushes.
By The Court:
Q. Where!
page 361 ] A. In the direction of the bushes.
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Was that before the shots had been fired or after 1
A. This was before the shots were fired.
Q. Before the shots were fired!
A. Yes.
Q. What happened thenY
A. Well, a few minutes passed and we started hearing
shots being fired a few minutes a part. Then they seemed
to increase the shots as time went on ; and we reported this.
Officer Howerton was nearer. He was reporting all the incidents to headquarters.
Q. Could you tell anything indicating any shooting in your
direction!
A. Yes, we heard seve~al shots fired and we could hear
the bullets penetrating the leaves on the trees just below
us on the left of us. We were facing Grant Street from the
cemeta.ry and we reported that we heard these shots striking
the leaves in the trees.
Q. Approximately how many shots did you hear fired f
A. I would say 7 or 8 or 10 shots, something like that. I
didn't count them.
page 362 ] Q. Is that the night the State Police armored
car came into the area Y
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A. Yes. After -these shots were fired, they were reported
to headquarters. And this armored car came up passed hldustrial Avenue, I mean up Industrial Avenue,. passed Grant
Street and shot up a flare to light up the area so we would
detect who were firing these shots.
Q. Were you able to find anybody!
A. You couldn't see, the bushes were so thick. They lit up
the area on the opposite side of Grant Street first and that
probably gave whoev.er was in the bushes time to get away
or get out of sight..
Q. These people you saw getting out
the car with their
guns, could you determine their race Y
A. Yes, they were all colored.
Q. All Negroes Y
A. Yes.

of
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page 369 ]

The witness stands aside.
CHAR~JpS W. HOWERTON,
a witness for the plaintiff, testifies as follows:

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Officer Howerton, on sometime during the
page 370 } month of June, did you have occasion to be in
the Green Hill 0 emetaryY
A. _yes, sir. ·
· .
Q. What night was that! Do you recall Y
.
•
A. That was on the night of the 13th and mornmg of the
14th around midnight, a little after 1 :00.
"
Q. What was ·your purpose of being in there Y
A. We were put over there to watch.· the activity at the
Church on Grant Street.
Q. Do you know what the name of that church is Y
A. Bible Way.
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Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Was there a meeting going on that night Y
Yes, sir.
'
Do you know who the pastor of that church is!

Rev.If you don't know, all right.
Rev. Campbell, I believe it is.
Were some shots fired at the police car that night Y
It was some shots fired in our direction in the ce'tnetary.

Mr. Williams : It has already been testified to, but we just
object to him leading him.
By Mr. Ferguson:
page 371 ]
Q. Were some shots fired in that area that
night!
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Describe what you saw and what you heard that night
with reference to shots being fired Y
'
A. While we were in the oemetary, we observed five subjects get out of a Buick car on Grant at Industrial Q. Were they white or colored Y
A. They were colored. It was five. Three of them we could
point out had either rifles or shot guns. We couldn't tell from
the distance. They went in the bushes next to Industrial
Avenue and approximately five minutes after they went in,
some shots rang out in the direction of Industrial Avenue.
From the sound of the leaves and trees where we were the
bUllets passed just over our head.
Q. Did you report that to the Police Department Y
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that the night the armored car was used!·
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What happened with the armored carY
A. The armored car came up and went just passed where
we was, trying to get them to stop, and got some :flares out
to see if we could see anybody. It was over
page 372 ] in the area where the shots sounded like they came
from, they shot several. :flares up in the air to
· determine if there was anybody in there they could see. And
they came over and shot several flares and we stayed over
there for approximately 30 minutes after that and then left.
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page 548 )

T. EDWARD TEMPLE,
a witness for the defense testifies as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Williams:
Q. Yon are Mr. T. Edward Temple Y
A. That's correct.
Q. What is your position, Mr. Temple!
A. City Manager.
Q. How long have you been such Y
A. Since August, 1950.
Q. Did you make an affidavit in support of a motion for
a temporary injunction and restraining order!
A. I did.
page 549 ) Q. That information that you made in the affidavit, on what was that based!
A. Mr. Williams, would you repeat the question, .I can't
hear you.
Q. On what was the information, that was put in the affidavit, based Y
A. Well, largely on my own personal observation, Mr.
Williams. I had lived with the demonstrations 18 and 19
hours a day and it was based largely upon that, my personal
observation of what went on.
Q. On going on, you had seen City employees and the
community threatened!
A. I had seen them threatened.
Q. City employees and the citizens threatened!
A. Yes, I had seen them threatened.
Q. Where had you seen them threatened Y
A. Well, I believe it was possibly the night of J nne 13th,
if I recall correctly.
Q. Well, this was on the 6th, I believe, that this was given f
A. Speak a little louder, I can't hear you.
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Q. This affidavit was on the 6th, and I wanted
page 550 J to know about those things before the 6th Y
A. All right, prior to that time we had seen the
disruption of peace and order in the community on the night
of June 5th.
Q. I said on the provision that City employees and citizens
· had been threatened with physical violence Y
A. Why certainly, I saw it on the night of June 5th on
Main Street.
Q. Who was threatened with physical violence Y
A. I saw a car stopped that night in the mob that was
setting in the street. I saw some 50 Q. Did you hear anybody threaten them with physical
violenceY
A. Well, I would imagine if I were in an automobile and
15 or 20 people grabbed hold of it I could conclude there was
going to be physical violence, Mr. Williams.
Q. What City employees, then, were threatened T
A. I don't know any City employees were threatened at
that particular moment.
Q. Well, was there any moment before that they were
threatened 7
A. Well, every time a group of d~monstrators
page 551 ] marched and begin to become violent, Mr. Williams, there is potential threat to those people
who have to keep law and order in the community. That is
an obvious fact.
Q. That was not based on any definite direct threat to the
City employees that they have received or become threatened
with!
A. I don't recall at the moment specific instances.
Q..What damage has been done to Mr. Williams : May it please the Court, we called Mr.
Temple as a hostile witness. We want to get that in the record.
We didn't state that before to the Court.
By Mr. Williams:
Q. What damage has been done at this time to private
property of the citizens of the community!
A. Mr. Williams, I don't know specific instances that dam-
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age to private property had been done at that time. It was
on June. 5th, as you will recall, that ·a mob of 68 marched
jnto my office. As a result of that mob action in my office
that afternoon and what followed I had every right as City
Manager, to conclude that physical violence would
page 552 ] follow.
Q. Did any physical violence take place at that
timet Did any physical violence take place at that time in
your office Y
·
A. It depends on the definition of physical violence.
Q.- What is your definition of· physical violence and using
·
your definition of physical violence A. I think· when people have to engage .in the physical removal ·of people for violation of the law because of their
action, that those people then are on the verge of physical
violence.
Q. They are on. the verge of physical violence Y
A. That's correct, yes.
Q. Did JUlius Adams do any physical violence there at
that.timet
A. At what timet 1
Q. The time you are talking about in your office.
A. No, he did no physical violence in the office, but the
events that followed, Julius Adams did everything possible
to incite those Negroes who followed him to physical violence.
In fact, I may describe Julius Adams on the evening that
followed the incident in my office page 553 ] Q. I am talking about in~ your office.
A. No, to answer your question speci:fica1~y, J ulius. Adams did not commit any physical violence that I know
of in my office.
Q. What irresponsible persons. were you concerned with
in the affidavit!
·
A. Who were the irresponsible -persons that I was concerned about. Every single one who bas led a· mob in this
City since May 31st is irresponsible.
Q. What, in your estimate, is amobY
A. Any time that a group of people are bent and determined on violation of a law in a community, when .they are
led by mass psychology, when they follow irresponsible
lea~ership to the point of taking over the C~ty, marching in -
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your streets, howling and chanting and singing and coming
on the steps of the City Hall, day after day, and disrupting
the orderly process of government, if I know anything about
the definition ofmobandmob violence, that's it.
Q. Well, you would say about 2000 years ago in Jerusalem
when Christ came in~ you consider that a mob Y
Mr. Ferguson: I object. That's not a proper
page 554 ] question. He asked the question, something about
2000 years ago when Christ had a group together,
was that a mob. I don't think that's material to this issue.
The Court: I don't see how Mr. Temple could possibly
answer that question.
Mr. Williams: Your Honor, he is saying a mob, and by a
mob what does he refer to.
The Court: The objection to that question is sustained.
.Mr. Williams: We note an exception, please.
The Court : All right, you have an exception.
Witness:
Mr. Williams, you asked me a question a moment ago and
I didn't complete my answer. Would you like me to name
the individuals who have been irresponsible leaders in the
mobs that have marcP,ed on this City since May 31st! Would
you like to have that in the record!
Q. No, you have mentioned irresponsible persons in the
affidavit and I just wanted to know what you meant by that.
A. I thought from the question you wanted
page 555 ] specific names.
Q. No, I asked you aboutA. I misunderstood you, I am sorry.
Q. I wanted to know who you meant in the affidavit. How
many days and how many times have all of these acts that
you have complained of been done!
A. That's very simple. These demonstrations started on
May 31st and they continued every day till the Injunction
was issued.
Q. Every time that you considered or saw them there was
all of them irresponsible and all of them mobs and all of
them doing anything that was in violation of the JawT
A. Mr. Williams, the first two or three days they started
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- they marched the first day, as you recall, and we gave
them a permit, we tried to give such protection during the
early days of these demonstrations as we could, but after
three or four days, in my humble opinion, they did become
mob action, yes. In fact after the first day, after May .31st,
every single demonstration that took· place in this City was
in violation of the City Ordinance.

*
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page 557 )

Q. Did any of these at this time and the time of the demonstrations give you any specific requests for time to see or
to talk about the grievances that they had Y
A. Are you talking about prior to the Injunction YOh, yes,
we have listened to grievances for 13 years.
Q. I am talking about in between May 31st and J nne 6th,
at the time of this Injunction.
A. Mr. Williams, on the afternoon that they
page 558 ) came to my office, that the mob came into my office,
and I wasn't present, I understand that they came
to my office to give to the Mayor and to the City Manager
certain grievances but I .wasn't present at that time and I
did not hear their grievances.
Q. On the evening of J nne 5th did you hear any grievances
at that time!
A. I certainly did. I saw the Rev. Lawrence Campbell shake
his finger in His Honor's face that evening and I heard him
make certain demands in the presence of His Honor, Judge
Aiken.
Q. And do you recall Judge Aiken's remark to him at
that time!
A. Most emphatically, I do.
Q. What was Judge Aiken's remark!
A. Judge Aiken simply went up.to stateQ. I say what was Judge Aiken's remark to what he said T
A. As I recall, he said, "Judge, you are a white man, you
can get any job you want'' and His Honor said, ''There are
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a lot of jobs I would like to have that I can't get.'' That was
his answer.
page 559 ] Q. Did he say he wasn't the party to give out
the jobs, or he wasn't seeing the right person Y
A. I would imagine he did say that. I didn't hear everything
that was said that evening.
Q. How many entrances and exits to private business
concerns had been at that time obstructed and blocked Y
A. I don't recall, I couldn't tell you how many had been
blocked. Every time, Mr. Williams, that these people marched,
every single time they marched, they were obstructing the
normal flow of business, and I suppose you could take every
business along Main Street or along any other way that they
passed,- business was obstructed.
Q. At that time, you are saying they had no right to march Y
A. I say they had no right to march in the fashion they
were marching. Yes, I do say so. They took over Main Street,
they took over Patton Street.
Q. You are not saying they had no right to march to their
government for a redress of grievances Y
· A. I am not here to make such a statement as that. I am
simply here to say in answer to your. question that they had
no right to take over· the streets and the side.page 560 ] walks of this City and to prevent the orderly
passage of people who wanted to use the streets
at that time, because prior to the Injunction I had seen this
mob march up Main Street fully taking over the street and
the sidewalks.
Q. In your opinion, is there any group that could march
over to the City to redress their grievances and doing it
peacefully that they would be within their rights to do soY
Mr. Ferguson : If Your Honor pleases, let's think about
that question; "In your opinion, is there any group that can
march over for a redress of their grievances.'' What he is
trying to get Mr. Temple to answer is an argument on the
law as to what may or may not constitute a parade, No. 1,
what may or may not be violence and what may or may not
be a lawful demonstration or a lawful collection of people.
Now, Mr. Temple is not a lawyer, Mr. Temple is not a
judge, and I don't think Mr. Temple is an expert on the.

I
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law. He cannot be expected to answer that question.
The Court: Mr. Ferguson, I consider the question argumentative, but let's let him answer a~yway.
page 561 ] Witness :
A. Why, certainly, I think groups of people
could come to City Hall to express protests and do it in an
orderly fashion and do it within the law, but certainly, when
you obstruct th~ movement of people, after all, these people
didn't make up the majority of our citizens. They only represented a small percentage of our population, and yet, when
you saw business at a standstill down town as a result of these
marches, I would say they are legal, as a layman.
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page 565 ]

Q. Mr. Temple, had the police officers, according to your
information, taken any deadly or concealed weapons off of
Rev. Campbell, Mr. Adams, Mr. Pinchback or Rev. Dunlap
at the time this affidavit was made!
A. Mr. Williams, I can't answer that question.
Q. As far as you know!
A. A number of deadly weapons were taken .off the demonstrators. I don't have a record here before me as to the persons
those weapons were taken from.
Q. I am speaking about the affidavit and what was in the
affidavit that was presented for this Injunction, and I want
to know if any police officers or anything has been brought to
your attention of any of the persons that were named in this
~junction of weapons being taken off them!
A. There were weapons removed from a number of demonst.rators, Mr. Williams._
Q. As far as you know, on June 6th when this .affidavit
was made, had any been taken off Rev. Campbell, Rev. Dun-

Adams,
or Mr. that
PinchbackY
page 566 ] lap,A.Mr.
I can't
answer
question..
Q. As far as you know!
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A. I can't answer that question, I don't know. I do have
here in my possession a picture of the weapons that were
taken off the demonstrators prior to the Injunction.
Q. Were any of them, so far as you know, or any reports
that came to you, were any of them taken from any of these
people that are named in this Injunction Y
A. Again, I don't know.
Mr. Ferguson: He said any of the people named in the Injunction. The Injunction says these named individuals and
their· agents, servants and anyone acting in concert therewith.
It goes beyond those four people, Mr. Williams.
Mr. Williams: I am asking specifically about these four~
The Court: He said not to his knowledge.
By Mr. Williams:
Q. Could you find from your records whether any of these
have been reported. to you as weapons being taken off of
them!
page 567 ]

Mr. Ferguson: If Your Honor pleases, if· it will
help, I will stipulate to our knowledge that no
weapons have been taken off Rev. Campbell, Rev. Dunlap,
Julius Adams, or Arthur Pinchback, Jr.
Mr. Williams: That's all we want to know.
By Mr. Williams:
Q. What has been the posture of these demonstrations
since the Injunction Y
A. They have not been as violent as they were, but we have
lived in this community under ~onstant threat.
Q. Do you consider a demonstration a threat f
A. Oh, yes, if it's not a legal demonstration, I certainly do.
Q. With 25 people walking down the street, one behind
each other, it would constitute a threat!
A. You see, Mr. Williams, according to newsp~per accounts
on several occasions we have been threatened with several
thousand coming into the community and that is the posture
as you refer to it of the situation since the Injunction.
Q. Are you saying by that that all the accounts in the
n~wspaper are all the time accurate 1
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A. No, but when direct quotations are taken
page 568 ] from your so-called leaders, we have to assume
they are accurate till they are proven otherwise.
Q. You say of my so-called leaders f
A. Of the Negro leaders.
Q. Do you consider all of the quotes that are made in the
newspaper or that the newspaper report~, are all of those you
consider accurate Y
A. Well, I wouldn't consider everything I read in the press
accurate by any far stretch of the imagination, of course not.
But if I may refer yesterday to a quote from one Avon
Rollins, that serves as an example of the constant threat that
I am speaking of here in the community.
Q. Have you ever heard or do you recall Mr. Stuart Wheatley making such threats when he was in the Legislature!· ·
A. What kind of threats Y
Q. Threats about blood running in the streets or about
what it would do if the schools were desegregated f
A. I don't recall any statement that Mr. Wheatley made
to that effect, Mr. Williams.
Mr. Williams: That's all, Mr. Temple.
CROSS EXAMINATION
By Mr. Ferguson:
Q. Mr. Temple, when people come over ordinarily with some grievances or something they
want from the City do they come over singing and clapping
and shouting and yelling! Is that the usual practice of people!
A. No, Mr. Ferguson, it is not. In fact, the average person
who comes to my office and has any important subject to talk
about makes an appointment. That is the accepted way of
doing business in society. That's the way it is usually done.
Q. Do you give people appointments that request them Y
A. I announced a policy 13 years ago when I came to Danville that the doors of my office would always be open to
those people who had ligitirnate right or complaint against
the City. And that policy has been maintained.
Q. Is it the usual type of action of people or anyone who
has a spe'cific complaint and up to this time iri. the 13 years
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you have been here, have you ever had a man who wants to
complain about different things in this community to get
into the middle of the street, throw rocks or half bricks and
to damage automobiles and shoot automobiles and break
windows out of people's businesses. Is that the
page 570 ) usual things people do Y
A. Mr. Ferguson, I have been in the City
Manager profession for 20 years. This is the first time in my
life I have ever- seen this thing happen.
Q. On these verious occasions, have you had reports that
City employees have been threatened Y
A. I can speak more specifically about myself. Since the
demonstrations started on May 31st, I have had 8 threats.
Q. On your life f
A. Threats on my life, yes.

*
page 571 )

*

*

*

*

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Williams :
Q. J\IIr. Temple, has it been reported to you that Rev. Dunlap, Rev. Campbell, Arthur Pinchback, Jr. or Mr. Adams
shot any at any automobile or shot at any police f
A. Has it been reported to me f
Q. Yes.
A. No, it has not been reported.
Q. Do youhave any information that any of them did any
shooting or that they made anybody do any shooting or at
the police cars!
A.. No, I have no information to that effect.
Q. Over the period that you have been City Manager there
have been numerous demands that you and most people in
the government didn't think were suitable. for. the people t
A. That's correct.
Q. And this isn't the first time you have had any that would
seem rediculous f
A. No, we are not talking about other situations. We are
talking about this specific one. I am not talking about the
other situations now.

I
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Q. You have ~ad them when they have been redtic1Jlcus
demands before Y
page 572 ) A. Not rediculous to the point of asking me tc;>
do something in judicial capacity of which I had
no authority. I have never had that asked before.

l
I

~

·I
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page 654)

I
l

REV. DOYLE THOMAS,
a witness for the defense, testifies as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Williams:
Q. Will you tell the Court your name, please f
A. Doyle J. Thomas, Rev. Thomas.
Q. And your profession is a ministerY
A. Minister, yes.
Q. Where do you live, Rev. Thomas f
A. 352 Ross Street.
Q. Where were you born, Rev. Thomas t
A. Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
Q. How long have you been in Danville, Virginia Y
A. 17 years.
.
page 655 ) Q. And during the 17 years you have been in
Danville you have been pastor of a church here f
.A. Yes, sir, pastor of Loyal Baptist Church.
Q. Are you president of the N.A.A.C.P., National Association .for the Advancement of Colored People Y
A. Yes, that is, the Danville branch.
Q. Danville branch - Will you tell His Honor what went
on at the meeting on May 26th of this yearf
A. May 26th of this year there ·was a joint meeting at Camp
Grove Baptist Church of the Danville branch of the N.A.A.C.P. and Danville Christian Progressive Association.
· Q. What was the purpose of that meeting at that .timeT
t A. To hear a report from a joint committee of theae two

)I
'if''li

..
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organizations that had been working fqr ··some two months
concerning methods and means wher':.oy we would petition
for matters c~ncerning us in the Q.1~y of Danville.
Q. How lqng have you been president of the N.A.A.C.P.!
A. Five years.
Q How long have you been a member of the N.A.A.C.P.,
.
Danville branch Y
A. I have been a member all 17 years since I
page 656 ] have been here.
Q. During those 17 years you have been a ~em
ber, has the NAACP had occasion to petition the council or
the City of Danville for any grievances that yon might have
had!
A.· Yes, many times.
Q. Now, what was decided at this meeting on May 26th!
A. After hearing the report of the joint committee from
these two bodies, the meeting decided to adopt five of the
points that were submitted in this meeting.
Q. And after this meeting, did the demonstrations take
·
place in Danville - so-called demonstrations!
A. Yes, Friday of the same week.
Q. Friday after the 26th T
A. After the 26th.
Q. Do you know what date that was!
A. 31st, I believ~ of May.
.
Q. I believe that you were in the High Street Church on
May 31st before the demonstration started!
A. Yes, I was there.
Q. Was there anyone else other . than Danville residents ·
at that meeting!
A. No one was there but the students and Rev.
page 657 ] Dunlap, Rev·.· orulipbell and myself. We were the ·
only adults pnd the rest were students.
Q. On May 26th was there anyone else in Danville that made
any speech or had anything to say at the May 26th meeting!
A. No one spoke but Rev. Chase and myself.
..Q. Now, Reve.rend, after .these demonstrations started did
oth~r groups come into Danville!

· · .A.

'Yes~

.

Q. Did ihe· Danville Christian Progressive Association or

Danville braneh of the N.A~A.C.P. request ~ny of these people
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to come here Y
A. Not one.
Q. Do you know that they have a branch office on 226 North
Union StreetT
A. Yes, I know. We decided to do that because the quarters
in High Street Church were· too small. Rev. Chase's study at
first was being used for the office. It was just too small, so
they moved into the office.
Q. On the window they had some organizations listed. Were
they the organizations that were supposed to have offices
in that building, offices with the Danvile Chrispage 658 ] tian Progressive Association T
A. I wouldn't consider them having offices
there~ If's more or less one or two people representing these
different groups that came in and they simply were there in
the office of the Danville· Christian Progressive Association.
They have no separate offices of_ their own.
Q. Did the Danville Progressive Association and these
other organizations have any coordinating committee on what
goes on and what doesn't go on so far as the demonstrations
are concerned T
A. There is no coordinating committee made of these various organizations.
Q. What were these other organizations that came into
Danville- What was their function primarily!
A. Well, primarily, the function of SNCC and CORE has
always been a training group. They have gone to all of the·
sections of the country where there have been demonstrations
and from what I can observe and what they have .done and
said, they simply conduct classes on the philosophy of nonviolence, historically and biblically, and then they conduct
classes in which they train the people to -defend
page 659 ) themselves when having demonstrations from at.
tack by dogs or fire hoses or some othe:r type attack, how to protect themselves with their hands and how to
lie on the ground and how to protect one or the other by lying
across each other. I've been there and watched them ma~y
times. All I have seen then was them engaging in the art
· of protecting themselves in these times and conducting clases
in the phil_osophy of non-violence as taken fr~m ·the history
and the b1.ble. That's where they got all then• facts from.
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.Jlical-history of this non-violence Y·
_
Q. Wha J is the bwith the marching of the people of Israel
A. Wel!. ..t~ out:L~~o - Jericho, simply marching non-violently,
around the walls of.., or doing anything. That's one of the
not saying anythin On the triumphant march of Christ into
points that's useilarious other matter in the .Old and New
Jerusalem, and they use to illustrate the technique of nonTestament tJnstrations.
violent dem'Yott' been in a number of meetings they have had
Q. Have demonstrations started on May 31st Y
since the.ave been in most of them. ·
A. Has anyone there or has anybody preached any violence
0.. ..
or anything in any of these meetings Y
.page. 660 } A. The word has never been used. Never been used.
Q. As far as you know personally has any of these p~uple
-who have been in these demonstrations used any vitilence'
A. Not as far as I know:. Mr. Williams.
. --·
Q. Reverend, you are a minister and student of·-the bible.
Do you know anything in ther.e where Paul ever said anything
about the word "fight!"
__
A. Yeah,_ certainly. He said, 'Jl fought a gJod fight.'' He
said, ''Figlit the good fight of faith../' The word fight in the
bible appears more than two or three times.
Q. Is it a word in the bible that denot~s violence!
_
A. Certainly not, moral fight. You fight with moral strength.
Since it simply means resisting .evil peacefrilly. That's all it
means, the moral fight of faith. Christian life has been likened
to many many things - fight, :race - ''Put on the whole
armor that you may be able to stand'' certainly speaks of
armor, something that is used in military forces. It didn't
mean that. It means the armor of the Christian faith to resist
evil. And the word fight, that has been used many many times
in reference to the demonstr~tions. .
page 661 ] Q. Is that the connotation of the word fight y
A. The word fight has been used, Mr. Williams.
It has been used in the meetings and it has been used on the
literature that was distributed. It wasn't meant for anyone
to go out and take up arms or do bodily damage. It simply
meant to fight the moral fight with money and time and sacrifice wherever it is necessary -to put yourself at the disposal
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of these efforts in order we might get somr' .
-·all that was meant.
.
~tbing dol,!te. That's
Q. Is that the whole purpose and idet..· - -· ·· , ·
-titms Y
of the demonstraA.· That has been the entire purpose of ·t.
peaceful and law-abiding fashion, if ·possible;~~m, simply in a
present in an intelligent way to the City of D&to just silnply
have some grievances that we would like to briWJ,ville that we
That has been the whole purpose behind this· to the front.
not to do any harm to any person or any ;damvhole thing,
person or any property.
·
'-'ge to any
· Q. I believe you testified that through the j-ears the .. _ ___ .·
C.P. and other groups that you had been associated wit~:::na\:.~...
petitioned the council or City officials of Danville for certain "-grievances!
.
page 662 J A. Yes, we have met ~th Mr. Stinson and
.representatives of the coun-cil on numerous occasions to talk with them concerning gtievances which we have
or problem~ that we want some co~slderation on.
Q. What '\vere some of thos~/grievances if you remember,
Reverend, that you presented __amd talked to them about!
A. Well, I suppose you ~"dcall the pet ones we have talked
about the most have be~-n-·Langston High School a~d Winslow
Hospital. Those have ))een two ones we have constantly been
in conference with. them about. Those were the two major
ones that were among these recommendations which were
presented at this May 26th meeting. .And then it was the consideration of knowing whether or not the City of· Danville !J
had an open hiring policy and whether· or not it was really
true that the Danville City Code had nothing in it that would .
demand segregation in private and public facilities. Those '
were among those five. But Langston High School and Winslow Hospital have been the two I guess more talked about
than any of the ·rest.
Q. Has any of the demands ·concerning either of those
places been met!
page 663 ] .A. Not as of today. At least what we were ask·
.
ing to be don~ hasn't been done.
Q. What was -the matter that you were asking to be done
·
as far as Langston School was concerned!
A. We wanted a full time real principal and not an;acting
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one; and we wanted the school acredited so that our boys and
girls when they graduated wouldn't be submitted to embarrassing examinations and other methods of getting into
colleges. Even in our own state college in Petersburg, the students of Langston High School are not even entered in the.
freshman class, which is very embarrassing to- our children.
They are put in a class to themselves which stands them out
as Danville boys and girls for the first semester and then
they are made freshmen if they make it. Many of them have
come home. That is what we wanted from Langston High
School, a principal and an acredited school.
Q. What was the matter you brought to them in r_egard
to Winslow Hospital!
A. We wanted a trained administrator and the salaries of
the nurses and the working people there raised so that we
would be able to keep our people at home and
page 664 ) get more registered nurses in the hospital so it
would be a better place for sick people. There have
been times when there were only two or three registered nurses
in the whole hospital, the rest were practical. And people
have serious operations and we simply wanted the hospital
to have a staff that would be able to take care of our sick
people.
Q. Did you also go to the School Board at any time in
r~ference to desegregation in accordance with the May 17th
decision!
·
A. Yes, Mr. Martin and I went to Mr. Bonner on one occasion and of course at this meeting we talked with him
primarily about the principal and accreditation of the school,
and then of course the matter of desegregation of the school
system came up and we talked about that with Mr. Bonner.
· ·Q. Did you ever submit a petition to council with reference
to compulsory school attendance law!
·
A. Yes, tha~ was done this year.
Q. And what was the basis for that petition for the compulsory school attendance law!
A. Well, the ·Educational · Committee -of the
page 665 ) Danville Branch N.-.A!.-A.9.P. brought us a report
·
that the principal and teachers in the school were
complaining about·the drop-out ·or the lay-out and simply the
refusal-on the part-of the children to come to school and of
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the parents to send the children and asked if we thought
something might be done because we knew that it would be
impossible to have a generation that would be able to contribute anything to society a number of years to come if these
children received no education. So we decided that the thing
that was keeping so many people out of school was the fact
they weren't being compelled and we thought we ought to have
a law in Danville compelling children to go to school till they
are 16. So we drew up this petition and had it signed and
presented it to the City Council in the interest of our children and not only ours but all children in Danville.
· Q. Were you acquainted with a news release that was put
out by SNCC from the office there on Union StreetY
A. Yes, I am familiar with it.
Q. Was that release made available to all of the groups
that were in there or in the office before it was
page 666 ) put out Y •
A. No one knew anything about it till it came
out in the paper except the person who said it. It didn't
represent our thinking whatsoever.
Q. Have you heard any official of the State of Virginia
by reports from newspaper, television, or radio say that
blood would run in the streets if Negroes were admitted to
schools with whites Y
A. Did I hear that statement being made by any official
of the State of Virginia! Ican't say definitely, Mr. Williams,
·that I had heard it stated in just those terms. I know there
were a lot of statements made right after the 1954 Supreme
Court Decision that were quite reactionary. Whether or not
it was just in those terms, I can't say I heard it stated just
that way.
Q. From those statement& that you have heard, have you
heard about or known about any blood running in the streets
of any of those places!
A. I haven't heard of any locality where it happened.
Q. Rev. Thomas, did you have occasion to go to Winslow
Hospital on the night of June loth!
A. No, I didn't, Mr. Williams.
Q. Rev. Thomas, in your opinion, what do you think can
bring· peace and harmony back to Danville ag~in
page 667 ] as it was before these dQmonstrations started t
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Mr. Carter : If Your Honor pleases, this is his opm1on.
This Court is here to enforce the law. It's not here to listen
to a lot of social theories. This Court is here to maintain
peace and order in the community and I don't think what
this man's opinion is about social theories is relevant at all
to this case.
The Court : I would be very glad to hear his opinion. Go
ahead, Rev. Thomas.
Witness:
A. I feel, Your Honor, and Mr. Williams, that the Negro
citizens of Danville are still vitally interested in the grievances that we have that I would consider so serious, but not
so that anyone would have to resort to violence or any type
of unlawful doings to get them done. I think the most of us
are intelligent enough to believe that these things can be
worked out peacefully. However, we Negro citizens do feel
that according to the first amendment to the Constitution
that we have a right to redress grievances peacefully and
lawfully and that we would like to do. I don't feel
page 668 1 that we need any type of law to keep us from becoming violent or committing any crimes to get
:this done, because that is not in our minds anywhere. We
simply want to be law-abiding citizens but we do feel that
if we have a grievance that we have a right to be heard, and
my philosophy may be different from others, and I presume
that it is, but a demonstration or a picket line, if conducted
lawfully, I can't see where it should be violent or cause any
violence as long as the persons who are participating are
trained and have committed themselves to carry out the
thing in an American way, and that has been our intent. I
participated in one demonstration and I would not agree to
participate till it was fully decided that insofar as possible
every law would be obeyed. And on the day that I participated
we stopped at every red light, ·we blocked no doorways, we
prevented no one from walking on the sidewalk, and when
we came even to City Hall steps the word was given not
to block the door, however, no one could use the door that
day because it was locked. The stairs were fixed so where
we were sitting that anyone that wanted to come up could
come up. We have not prevented anyone from coming to our
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meetings, they have been open. Anyone of the City of Da.n~
ville who wanted to come could come. They were Christian
religious· meetings. Anybody that knows anything
page 669 ] about Negro churches or Negro religion knows if
you want to stop us from being loud you have
to stop tis from going to church. Hand clapping and shouting
and rejoicing, that's all we have done in these meetii:lgs, and
sung hymns and clapped, and we were happy. We had nothing
to be sad about. So I can't see that if we were permitted to
just go ahead in our peaceful way to get these things done
that any violence would be. Yon asked for my opinion. I
tried to give it the best I could.

*
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page 684]

The witness stands aside.

.'.
'

The Court: The Injunction will be perpetuated.
Mrs. Wood: If Your Honor pleases, we would like to i.D.terpose an objection to the order as presented. This is a dif..
ferent document from the one which was entered on June
6th~ and it was our understanding· that this hearing was to
determine whether or not that Injunction should be made
permanent. And according to the document you have before
yo~, it's not the same document, and we would strenuously
object.
.The·Court: What changes are in it!

*

*

*

*

* .

A Copy-Teste:

H. G. TURNER, Clerk.
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