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PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
COMES NOW Your petitioner, Polly Christine (Brewer)
Miller, by and through Counsel, pursuant to Section 8-577.1
of the Code of Virginia (1950), and moves this honorable
Court for entry of an Order for change of name.

In support

of her motion, petitioner states:
1.

Petitioner's mother, the former Beryl Wild,

married Donald Ward Brewer, out of which marriage the petitioner
issued on the 27th day of March, 1949, in

Cincinna~i,

Ohio,

and was then named Polly Christine Brewer.
2.

Petitioner subsequently married and took the

surname of her lawful husband, to wit: Miller.
3.

Petitioner resides at 2615 South 13th Road, in

the County of Arlington, Virginia.
4.

Petitioner is desirous of resuming her maiden

name of Brewer, which is the surname by which she is commonly
known, and which she uses in all manner of dealing.
5.

Petitioner seeks this change of name with no

dishonest or unlawful purpose or design.
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WHEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION of the premises, petitioner
prays that this Court will grant this Petition and enter an Order
changing her name from Polly Christine (Brewer) Miller to Polly
Christine Brewer.
Respectfully submitted,
POLLY CHRISTINE (BREWER) MILLER
By Counsel

/s/
EDWARD S. ROSENTHAL
Counsel for Petitioner
117 N. Fairfax Street
Alexandria, Virginia

I, POLLY CHRISTINE (BREWER) MILLER, the Petitioner
herein, do solemnly swear and affirm that the contents of the
foregoing petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

/s/
POLLY CHRISTINE (BREWER) MILLER

Subscribed and Sworn to before me, a Notary Public
for the City/County of Fairfax, State of Virginia, on this 9th day
of October, 1976.
Notary Public
My Commission expires September 17, 1978
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SUPPLEMENTAL PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

COMES NOW Your Petitioner, Polly Christine (Brewer)
Miller, now joined by her lawful husband, John Miller, by and
through Counsel, pursuant to §8-577.1 of the Code of Virginia
(1950), and moves this Honorable Court for entry of an Order
for change of name.

In support of her Motion, Petitioner

states and avers:
1.

All statements contained in Petitioner's original

Petition for Change of Name are hereby incorporated by reference
and reaffirmed.
2.

Petitioner, although married, is embarked on a

career of her own in the field of accounting.
3.

Petitioner is commonly known by her maiden name

of Brewer in her chosen profession; among her colleagues, her
clients, and others.
4.

John Miller, Petitioner's lawful husband, fully

concurs in this Petition, and supports Petitioner fully in her
desire to maintain her professional career in her own chosen
name of Brewer.
5.
at this time.

There are no children of Petitioner's marriage
Petitioner and her husband have agreed that

should children be born of this marriage, they will take the
lawful surname of their father, i.e., Miller.
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~VHEREFORE,

IN CONSIDERATION of the premises, Petitioner

respectfully prays that this Court grant this Petition and enter
an appropriate Order changing her name from Polly Christine
(Brewer) Miller to Polly Christine Brewer.
Respectfully submitted,
POLLY CHRISTINE (BREWER) MILLER
JOHN MILLER
By Counsel
/s/
EDWARD S. ROSENTHAL
Counsel for Petitioner
117 N. Fairfax Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
I, Polly Christine (Brewer) Miller, the Petitioner
herein, do solemnly swear and affirm that the contents of the
foregoing Petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.
/s/
POLLY CHRISTINE (BREWER} MILLER
I, John Miller, lawful hsuband to the Petitioner, herein,
do join in this my wife's Petition, and do solemnly swear and
affirm that the contents of the foregoing Petition are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.
/s/
JOHN MILLER
Subscribed and Sworn to before me, a Notary Public
for the City/County of Fairfax, _State of Virginia, on this
12th day of November, 1976.
Notary Publ1.c
My commission expires February
11, 1979.
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MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
THE PETITIONER appeared in open court on December
3, 1976 with her attorney.

No evidence was presented, but

her attorney represented to the Court that:
1.

Petitioner was born March 27, 1949 in Cincinnati,

Ohio, the daughter of Donald Ward Brewer and Beryl Brewer,
his wife, whose maiden name was Beryl Wild.
given the name of Polly Christine Brewer.

Petitioner was
She married John

Miller, took his surname at the time of marriage and has
used it since.

No children have been born of the marriage.

Her husband has no objection to the proposed name change and
he and the Petitioner have stated their present intention to
give any future children of the marriage their father's
surname.
2.

Petitioner is now studying for a degree in Accountancy

and states her desire to change her name primarily for the
purpose of engaging in that profession under her maiden name.
3.

A number of creditors have extended credit to the

Petitioner and her husband as husband and wife, such credit
having been obtained by the use bf the husband's surname.
However, Petitioner states her present intention to notify
all existing creditors of the change of name here sought.
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IT APPEARS to the Court that this case involves
circumstances substantially differing from those in In Re Strikwerda,
216 Va. 470.

The following considerations are presented by

the Petition and the representations of counsel:
A.

There is no indication that the parties in Strikwerda

were obligated upon any joint debts contracted in the Petitioner's
married name.
B.

Even though the Petitioner in this case has stated

her present intention to give notice to all such creditors,
they will have no protection if through inadvertence she
should fail to do so and particularly if she has heretofore
changed her residence or should hereafter do so.

It is

noted that Code Sec. 8-577.1 requires no particular period
of residence before applying for a name change, is not based
upon domicil and requires no notice to creditors.

It is

thus possible to put a creditor to the burden of examining the
records of every State and political subdivision in the
country in order to locate a debtor who may have defaulted,
moved, changed his name and disappeared. No suggestion is made
that the Petitioner has any such intention, but this problem
is worthy of attention unless outweighed by some compelling
need for a change.
C.

The burden upon any future children of- the marriage,

who would probably find themselves trying to explain to
their peers why they did not bear their mother's name (and
why their mother and father had different names) may well be
substantial.

The taunts of other children towards any child
-
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who seems "different" can be cruel.

The risk is not worth

taking if there is no compelling need for a change.
D.

Any well ordered society has a substantial inter-

est in the ready identification of those who have assumed
the obligations of marriage.

This consideration, too, may

be outweighed by others where there is some compelling reason for a change, but should be respected where none exist.
E.

No compelling reason exists for the change de-

sired by the Petitioner in this case.

Her wish to practice

a profession or occupation in a name other than her husband's may readily be fulfilled by the remedies provided by
Code Sec. 59.1-69, et seq.

These provisions permit thou-

sands of professionals, artists, authors and business people
to maintain a professional or business identity entirely
separate from their personal or family names.
The exercise of discretion in this case involves
the weighing of all of the foregoing factors against the
Petitioner's desire for.a name change.
to have the greater weight.

The former appear

Whereupon, it is

ADJUDGED AND ORDERED that the prayer of the
Petition be, and the same hereby is denied.

Charles s. Russell
Judge
December 22, 1976.

- 7 -

1.

Assignment of Error
The Circuit Court of Arlington County -- by its

Memorandum and Order of December 22, 1976 -- abused its
discretion in denying the request of appellant, a married
woman, to resume use of her maiden name because (a) the
trial court deviated from the decision of this Court in In
Re Strickwerda, 216 Va. 470, 220 S.E.2d 245 (1975); (b) the
trial court denied the petition despite the fact that it did
not and could not find that appellant had a fraudulent or
criminal purpose in requesting the name change; (d) the
trial court erred in limiting appellant to the name change
procedures set forth in Code of Virginia 59.1-69 et seq.;
(e) the trial court impermissibly speculated as to the
effect of the proposed name change on appellant's children,
when appellant and her husband have no children and have
stipulated that any children born to them will take the
father's surname; and {f) the trial court extended protection to creditors of appellant and her husband beyond
that accorded by statute.
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