


IN THE 

VIRGINIA: 

In the Supreme Court of Appeals held at the Supreme 
Court of Appeals Building. in the City of Richmond on 
Wednesday the lOth day of January, 1962. 

STANCIL WILLIAMS, Plaintiff in Error, 

against 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, Defendant in Error. 

From the Circuit Court of Norfolk County 

Upon the petition of Stancil Williams a writ of error and 
supersedeas is awarded him to a judgment rendered by the 
Circuit Court of Norfolk County on the 31st day of August, 
1961, in a prosecution by the Commonwealth against the said 
petitioner for a felony; but said supersedeas, however, is not 
to -operate to discharge the petitioner from custody, if in 
custody, or to release his bond if out on bail. 
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• • • • 

page 3 ~ Commonwealth of Virg·inia, 
·County of Norfolk, to-wit: 

• 

In the Circuit Court of Norfolk ]County: 

The Grand Jurors of the Commoni~yealth of Virginia, in and 
for the body of the County of Norfl>lk, and now attending in 
the said Court at its January Term, 1961 upon their oaths, do 
present that Stancil Williams heretofore, to-wit, on the 4 day 
of December, in the year 1960, in th!3 said County of Norfolk, 
feloniously did kill and murder one Cora Lee Williams, agai:vl 
the peace and dignity of the Comn1onwealth. 

1\:lurder 

Yes A True Bill. 

(on back) 

INDICTl\iEN'T: 

REESE L. WIOI{ERS, Forem_an. 

Witnesses: 

Trooper B. A. Almond, 
State Police, Norfolk. 

• • • • 

page 8 ~ INSTRUCTIO:~ A. 

• 

The -Court instructs the jury thai. one of five verdicts may 
be found under the indictment in this ease, if the evidence 
in the case so warrants: (1) murder in the first degree, (2) 
murder in the second degree, (3) voluntary manslaughter, 
(4) involuntary n1anslaughter, and (5) not guilty. 

The Court further instructs the jury that murder in the first 
degree is when one person kills another person unlawfully, 
'vilfully, maliciously, deliberately and premeditatedly; that 
murder in the second degree is whe:1 onH person kills another 
person unlawfully and maliciously, but not deliberately; that 
voluntary manslaughter is when t~ person unlawfully kills 
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another person without malice, but under sudden excitement 
and heat of passion; that involuntary manslaughter is where 
one person, while engaged in an unlawful act, unintentionally 
causes the death of another person, or when engaged in a 
lawful act, negligently causes the death of another person. 

The Court further instructs the jury that murder in the 
first degTee is punishable by death, or confinement in the 
penitentiary of this Commonwealth for life, or for any term 
not less than twenty years; that murder in the second degree 
is punishable by confinement in the penitentiary of this Com­
monwealth not less than :five nor more than twenty years; that 
voluntary manslaughter is punishable by confinement in the 
penitentiary of this Commonwealth not less than one nor 
more than five years; that involuntary manslaughter is punish­
able by confinement in the penitentiary of this Commonwealth 
not less than one nor more than five years, or in the dis­
cretion of the jury, by :fine not exceeding $1,000.00 or confine­
ment in jail not exceeding one year, or both. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

M.M.H. 

page 9 ~ INSTRUCTION B. 

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe beyond a 
reasonable doubt that Stancil Williams, deliberately, malic­
iously and premeditatedly killed Cora Lee Williams, he is 
guilty of murder in the first degree. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

~L M. H. 

page 10 ~ INSTRUCTION C. 

The Court instructs the jury that to constitute a wilful, 
deliberate and premeditated killing, it is not necessary that 
the intention to kill should exist for any particular length of 
time prior to the actual killing; it is only necessary that such 
intention should have come into existence for the first time at 
the time of such killing, or at any time previously. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

~L 1\f. H. 
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page 11 } INSTRUCTION D. 

The ·Court instructs the jury tha1. every unlawful homicide 
in Virginia is presumed, in the abseJtce of other evidence, to be 
murder of the second degree, and in order to elevate the 
offense to murder of the first degrHe the burden is upon the 
Commonwealth; and in order to rc~duce the offense to man­
slaughter or to show justification :or excuse for the killing, 
the burden of the evidence is upon the accused to introduce 
evidence to show extenuating circumstances, or justification, 
unless it appears from the evidenct~ of the Commonwealth. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

M. M. H. 

page 12} INSTRUCTION E. 

The Court instructs the Jury thut the law presumes every 
person charged with crime to be in.nocent until the Common­
wealth has established his guilt by evidence so strong, so 
clear, and so conclusive, that there is left in the minds of the 
Jury no reasonable doubt as to hiu guilt. This presumption 
is an abiding presumption, and goe1~ with the accused through 
the entire case and applies at every ;;;tag(~ thereof until repelled 
by proof. And in this connection the Jury is instructed that 
it is never sufficient that the accus~d, upon speculative theory 
or conjecture, may be guilty; or that by the preponderance 
of the testimony his guilt is more probal>le than his innocence; 
for until his guilt has been proved beyond all reasonable doubt 
in the precise and narrow terms as charged in the indictment, 
the presumption of innocence sti11 applies, and they must 
a.equi t him. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

M.M.H. 

page 13 ~ INSTRUCTION P. 

The Court instructs the jury that if they shall find from the 
evidence that the killing was done 1rithout malice-in the heat 
of passion, in a sudden brawl, on a sufficient provocation­
such killing amounts to voluntary Jnanslaughter only; if, how­
ever, they find that the killing was done in the heat of passion, 
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but on slight and insufficient provocation, such killing may 
amount to murder in the second degree. 

Granted 8/4/61. 

M. 1\L H. 

page 14 r 
• • • • • 

This day came again the Attorney for the Commonwealth, 
and William H. Oast, Jr., counsel for the defendant, as well 
as the above named defendant, who was led to the bar in the 
custody of the Jailor of this Court, 'vho was tried by Jury on 
the 4th day of August, 1961, found guilty and punishment 
fixed at death, and argument on motion to set aside the 
verdict of the jury as contrary to the law and the evidence was 
continued to this date, and was argued by counsel, which 
motion the Court doth overrule, to which action of the Court 
the defendant, by counsel, duly excepted. 

Thereupon it being demanded of him, the said Stancil 
Williams if anything he had or kne'v to say for himself why 
the Court here should not no"T proceed to pronounce judgment 
against him according to law, and nothing further being 
offered or alleged in delay of judgment, it is considered by the 
Court that the said Stancil Williams be electrocuted, and that 
electrouction upon him, the said Stancil Williams until he is 
dead, be made and done by the Superintendent of the State 
Penitentiary a.t Richmond, Virginia, or the assistant or as­
sistants designated by him on the 9th day of January, 1~ 
between the hours of six o'clock a. iff'and twelve=i) 'clock noon, 
in the death chamber within the confines of said penitentiary, 
by the means and in the manner provided by law. The Super­
intendent of the Penitentiary is hereby directed to cause the 
said Stancil Williams to be removed to said penitentiary as 
soon as may be and not. less than fifteen ( 15) da.ys preceeding 
the time of execution fixed in this judgment; but the said 
Stancil \Villiams, by counsel, having· signified his intention to 
appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia for a 
writ of error to this judgment, it is ordered that a stay of 

execution for sixty (60) days from the date of this 
page 15 r or~er be granted him. And the Clerk of this Court 

is directed to forthwith transmit a copy of tl1is 
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order to the Superintendent of the Penitentiary, and the 
prisoner is remanded to jail. 

Enter this 31st day of August, 191)1. 

J\1:AJOR 1\t HILLARD, Judge. 

page 16} 

• • • • • 

NOTICE OF APPEAL AND ASSIGN~[ENT OF ERRORS. 

The Defendant, Stancil Williams hereby gives Notice of his 
intention to appeal to the Supre:rhe Court of Appeals of 
Virginia prior to the expiration of Sixty (60) days after 
final judgment and states that he ·will apply for a Writ of 
Error to the said final judgment ·which was entered on the 
31st day of August, 1961 and the DE!fendant Stancil Williams 
assigns the following errors by the. Circuit Court of Norfolk 
County, Virginia, in the hearing of 1-he aforesaid case and the 
errors are as follows : 

1. That the Court erred in allowing the Commonwealth At­
torney, over the objections of the ~Counsel for the Defense 
to ask the Defendant if he had ever beaten his wife before. 
Timely objections were made to t!1is yet the question "ras 
still allowed to be asked and answered. 

2. That the Court erred in allowing the Commonwealth At­
torney to ask if tl1e Defendant had been convicted of a felony 
right after the question Had the DE!fendant Stancil Williams 
beaten his wife. All of which was highly prejudicial to the 
Defendant. 

3. The Court erred in over-ruUng the defense's motion 
to set the verdict aside as being contrary to the law and evi­
dence as there was no evidence to sustain the verdict of First 
Degree Murder. 

STANCIL WILLIAJ\1:8, 
By WILLIA:M H. OAST, JR. 

Counsel 

• • • • • 

page 17 r 
• • • • • 
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Filed in the clerk's office the 3rd day of Oct., 1961. 

Teste: 

CHARLE·S B. ·CROSS, JR., Clerk 
By H. T. GILLETTE, D. C . 

• • • • • 
·page 3 ~ 

• • • • • 
Mr. Axson: Your Honor, this is in the nature of a pre-trial 

conference. 
I plan to put on evidence to show the defendant attacked 

the deceased on two other occasions and that he was convicted 
of assault. 

My purpose in putting this in is not for the purpose of 
convicting him in this case but to show on two other occasions 
he attacked this ·woman with the same instrument he had in 
this instance. 

Mr. Oast: "\Ve are going to object to that. We don't know 
when it was. If it is true she was attacked, if there be such 
cases, such a.ttmnpts to kill her, she went back to him and they 
lived together and were living together at the time of this. 

The Court: lias the Rasnick case ever been overruled? 
Mr. Axson: No, sir. The court held it was admissible to 

show the attitude of the accused. 
Let me read from l\fichie 's Jurisprudence, Volume 9, Page 

401: 

''Evidence Showing Intent.-In a prosecution for murder 
the state may sho'v that the prisoner at times and 

page 4 ~ places other than those charg·ed in the indictment 
attempted to kill the deceased, to show the 

defendant's felonious intent and rebut the theory of accident. 
And 'vhere a homicide by shooting has been clearly proved, it 
is entirely competent for the state, in order to show intent, 
deliberation, preparation and malice on the part of the 
accused, to prove that, shortly after the shooting, the accused 
had in l1is possession shells fitting the gun used, and which 
had been loaded previously to the honricide 'vith sl1ot similar 
to those which entered tl1e body of the deceased. 

''The previous possession by ·the slayer of the weapon 
with which a homicide is committed is a material circumstance 
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bearing on the question of wh~ther the killing was 
premeditated. The length of time of such a previous possession 
is material evidence bearing on the E;ame subject.'' 

That is still the law. 
What I want to show is that his ~otivE~ for killing her 'vas 

because she had been out and came iJo. later than he expected, 
and that he attacked her a couple of times with an axe before. 

I want to show he had previously struck her with an axe 
and was convicted in this cc•urt, but given probation, 

page 5 ~ and after he got probation he violated it by doing 
the same thing with an ax:e. 

V His sentence was revoked, and when he got out of the 
penite)ttiai y lie came back and killed her. 

Mr. Oast: He .was indicted for maiming and she went 
back and they lived together and 'vere living together at the 
time of this. ' 

She could have divor.ced him or left him. You can have 
malice in a split second. I think the primary purpose in 
getting this in is to inflame the jur:r. _ 

Mr. Axson: One one occasion"'he beat her 'vith a stove 
poker. 

The Court: II ow long had h~ been back from the 
penitentiary? 

Mr. Axson: When did you gef out of the penitentiary? 
The Defendant: The 27th day of August, 1959. 

· Mr. Axson: Do you want to conf(!r with him outside? 
Mr. Oast: Yes. 

(The defendant, with his attorney, retired and, after a short 
oonference, returned to the Judge 't;" chambers.) 

page 6 } The Court: When was the first offense? 

(Off re~ord discussion). 

Mr. Axson: A.t the present time--
The Court: We will.~ass on that as it. c.omes up. 

(Court and counsel returned to the courtroom and the ease 
proceeded to trial). 

Mr. Oast: If your Honor please, I move that the witnesses 
be ·separated. 

(The witnesses were sworn a.nd excluded). 

(Op~ning statements were made by counsel). 
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DR. J. P. WESTMOREUND, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, having 
been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Axson: 
page 7 r Q. You are Dr. J. P. Westmoreland, Medical 

Examiner for this area? 
A. Yes. 
Q. As a part of your duties you are required to make 

examinations and conduct autopsies on people Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Were you called by the police in this matterY 
A. Yes. 
Q. As a result of being called by the police, did you view 

the body of Cora Lee Williams Y 
A. Yes. · 
Q. vVhen did you first view the body of Cora Lee Williams 7 
A. On the 4th day of December at 11 :30 .A. M. 

By the Court: 
Q. What year? 
.A. 1960, and then the second time I viewed the body was the . 

following day when the autopsy was done. 

By Mr. A."<son: 
Q. Was that the next day? 
A. Yes. 
Q. The first time you saw Cora Lee Williams, was she 

deceased! 
page 8 r .A. yes. 

Q. Where did you see her? 
A. ~t the State Medical Examiner's Laboratory in_Norfolk. 
Q. JJid you perform an autopsy? 
A. I authorized it to be done. 
Q. Tell in detail wl1at you found as to 'vounds on this 

woman. 
A. There was a laceration ·of the upper lip approximately a 

half inch long. There was a rather extensive ·bruise of the 
left malar region. At back of both hands there were bruises. 

There 'vere bruises on the side of each hip. There w.as 
a compound and comminuted fracture of both bones in the 
upper left forearm. 

Q. Will you explain what a comminuted fracture is Y 
A. It means it was a complete fracture. Comminuted 
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Dr. J.P. Westmorelatrul. 

means the skin was broken and the bone broken and part of it 
coming through to the outside. 

Q. Was the flesh stripped down? 
A. Yes. 
Q. The portion from the elbow to the wrist consists of two 

bones? 
A. Yes. Both were broken. There was a fracture of the 

left forefinger, and the:re was a comminuted 
page 9 ~ compound fracture of the thighbone. 

Q. Show the jury what part of the bone was 
broken. 

A. The one on top here (indicating). 
Q. Is that ordinary size or a heavy bone? 
A. One of the large bones in the body. 
Q. Would it take a considerable amount of force to break 

it? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You would say it would be a considerable amount of 

force? 
A. It "rould take a considerable amount of force to break 

the femur. There was a fracture of the hone of the face and 
left cheek. 

Q. On the right there was a comiiLinuted fracture? 
A. Yes. There was a fracture of thE~ left zigoma of the 

face. 
There was extensive hemorrhage into the muscles on each 

side. 
Q. "What did that indicate? 
A. Rather severe multiple blows in the n1uscles of each. 
There was hemorrhage in the left bilateral muscle of the 

left side of the head. 
Q. About where was that? 

A. About here (indicating). 
page 10 ~ Q. You indicate over your lip in between the 

left eye and ear? 
A. Yes. There was rather severe :;welling on the side of the 

face. 
There were multiple bruises of the foot and of each hand. 

There was a cut on the left wrist where the bone was fractured. 
There 'vas a cut in the upper par:~ of the thigh 'vhere the 
hipbone was punctured. There w·ae a contusion n1ark where 
the blunt instrument had hit the skin but didn't break it. 

There was one on the thigh about four inches by two and a 
half inches long. 

Q. Were you able to tell from the! break in the area of the 
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Dr. J.P. Westmoreland. 

right femur that was broken that there was a puncture in 
the skin 1 

A. The fracture was in the left thigh. There was no 
puncture over the right one. 

Q. Could you tell whether the instrument that caused that 
was a blunt instrument or sharpf 

A. It indicated it was rather blunt and with considerable 
force. 

Q. "\Vha.t caused death? 
A. Injury, due to multiple injuries. 
Q. "\V ere you able to determine her age? 

A. The age given to me was 43. 
page 11 r Q. 'Vha.t about her physical height and weight? 

Did you measure the body or weigh it~ 
A. Estimated it at 125 pounds and her length was 67 

inches. 
Q. Did your examination disclose any further information 

as to the cause of her death 1 
A. J.\llultiple injuries. 
Q. How was she dressed at the time you saw her Y 
A. She was unclothed. 
Q. Were you present when any pictures were taken of the 

body sho"ring the injuries f 
A. 'Vhat? 
Q. Were you present when any pictures were taken of the 

body showing the injuries 1 
A. Yes. 
Q·. vVhom were they taken by? 
A. I don't know who made them. 
Q. Do you recall seeing either of the two officers here this 

n1orning? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do those pictures fairly represent the wa.y the body 

had been beaten? 
A. Yes, sir. 

1\fr. Axson: Your witness. 

pngc 12 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By 1\fr. Oast: 
· Q. You saw bruise n1arks on both hands V 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Could they have come from her striking something 

else? 
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Ivory Williatns. 

A. It '\Vas from external pressurH. You would expect-it 
was the back of the hands where the bruises were, and in 
striking something it would have to 1 be backwards. 

Mr. Oast : That is all. 
Mr. Axson : I will ask the court to excuse the doctor and let 

him return to his duties. 
The Court: You are sure you won't need him any more 7 
Mr. Axson: I don't think so. 
The Court: All right. 

page 13 } IVORY WILLIAMS, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, 

having been first duly sworn, was E!Xamined and testified as 
follows: 

DIRECT EXA}IINATION. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. I want you to tell me what your naine is. Y·ou are going 

to have to talk loud enough so all of these men can hear you, 
so I can hear you, and this man sittl.ng here can hear you. Do 
you understand that Y 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVhat is your name Y 
A. Ivory Williams. 

The Court: Holler out like you do on a baseball field. 

A. Ivory Williams. 

By }fr. Axson: 
Q. Where do you live 1 
A. Queen City. 
Q. How old are you? 

A. Eleven. 
page 14 ~ Q. You are eleven years old 7 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what grade in scl1ool are :ron 7 
A. Fifth. 
Q. Talk loud. 
A. Fifth. 
Q·. Do you attend any church Y 
A. I don't know. 
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Ivory Williams. 

By the Court: 
Q. Do you go to Sunday School Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What Sunday School do you go toY 
A. Mount Sinai. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Talk louder. 
A. Mount Sinai. 
Q. You came up here with some other people and raised 

your right hand to swear that you would tell the truth? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know what you mean by telling the truth? 
A. Tell the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 

me God. 
Q. Do you understand if you don't tell the truth 

page 15 ~ you will be punished 7 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You know it is a serious thing· to not tell the truth? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You know what the truth is, don't you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wbere did you live on November 4th-who is your 

mother and father? 
A. 1\{y mother was named Cora Lee Williams. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Wbere is your mother? 
A. Dead. 
Q. "Wbere is your father? 
A. There, (indicating). 
Q. Do you remember any night when your mother was 

hurtY 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you make a telephone call when your mother was 

hurtY 
A. Yes, sir. 

1\{r. Oast: I object to his leading the 'vitness . 
. The Court: Objection sustained. 

page 16 r By Mr. Axson: 
Q. You do recall when your mother was hurtY 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you when she was hurt f · 



14 Supreme .Cour-t of Appeals of Virginia 

Ivory Williwn1;s. 

A. Home in bed. 
Q. You were home in bed 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did anybody live in that house with you 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who lived in the house with :;rou 7 
A. Morris Williams. 
Q. Who else? 
A. Hattie Williams and Bethel Williams. 
Q. "\\Then did you first find out your mother was hurt? 
A. She told me and Nobell he beat her and put her in bed. 
Q. Where were you when she t)ld you he beat her and 

put her in bed? 
A. Standing beside her. 
Q. Did you hear or see anything before your mother was 

hurt? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell us what did you see and. what did you hear? 
A. Wben she fi-rst came home-: 

The Court Take your hand fro1n your mouth and talk. 

page 17 ~ A. When she first corae home she had a loaf of 
bread and three cans o:c mi1k, and had something 

for the baby, and in a little whilE! she told us to go to bed 
and we went to bed, and I heard sonte noise and then my 
mother come in the room, and I snw my daddy come in with 
an axe and he hit her and she fell to the floor, and he started 
hitting her with the axe. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Was she on the floor when h~ hit her with the axe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Once or more than one time? 
A. More than one time. 
Q. What did your mother say, if anything? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did she say? 

1\{r. Oast-: 1\Te object unless they can prove where he was. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. What room did this take pLlCe in? 
A. The front room. . 
Q'. 'V ere you in the front roor1? 
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Ivory Willia'lnS. 

A. Yes, sir. 
pag-e 18 ~ Q. "\Vas your father in the front room 7 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say you saw somebody hit her with an axe. Who 

was it? 
A. lVfy daddy. 
Q. Where is your daddy, sitting in this courtroom? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is his name~ 
A. Stancill Williams. 
Q. Did you see your father hit your mother with the axe Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. You saw it with your own eyes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. More than one time, or once? 
A. More than one time. 
Q. Was your mother standing up or lying down when he 

beat her with the axe? 

J\.Ir. Oast: He didn't say he beat her with an axe. 
The Court : Answ·er the question. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. "Then he hit her, what did your mother say? 
A. She said he hit her with the axe and it was hurting. 

Q. Did he finally stop 1 
page 19 r A. Yes, sir, he stopped, and then he got down on 

his knees and hit her in the mouth. 

By the Court: 
Q With what? 
A. His fist. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. After he hit her with the axe she was lying on the :floor? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did your mother say anything? 
A. He hit her with his fist. 
Q. What did he do after that? 
A. Then he come back and bit her with the axe again. 
Q. What happened then? 
A. After a while he stopped and put the axe in the room 

and told her to get up, and she said she couldn't get up because 
her leg was broke. 

Q. "What did he do? 
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Ivory Willian~~:. 

A. He told her to get up and she Clidn 't get up and he hit 
her with the axe and kept telling hel' to get up. 

By the Court: 
Q. What happened then? 

page 20 ~ A. She told me and N obc~ll-

Mr. Oast: That is not admissible. 
Mr. Axson: He was right there. 

By the Court: 
Q. What did you do Y 
A. Me and my brother put her in bed. 
Q. Did you do anything else? 
A. Then she kept calling me to pu1~ sorne cover on her, that 

she was cold, and to call a cop. 

Mr. Oast: We object to this ancl ask that it be stricken 
out unless the defendant was there. 

lVIr. Axson: This is a part of the .res jestae. That is what 
the woman said right after she had been beaten. 

The Court : I am going to tell the jury to disregard what 
she said. 

By the .Court: 
Q. What did you do in response ~o what she said? 
A. I dried the baby and I asked her where to put the 

diaper and she said to put it outdooru, and I went to a lady's­
I went down the road to a lady's who has a store. 

page 21 r By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Did you call the police or did they call them? 

A. The police were called. They called the police. 
Q. At the time you and your brother put your mother to 

bed, what was your father doing? Did you see him Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was he doing? 
A. In the living room sitting down. 
Q. In the living room sitting· dOl\'"n? 
A. Yes, sir. 

1\fr. Axson: That is all. 
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Ivory Willia'mS. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By 1\!l:r. Oast: 
Q. That afternoon you and your father had been downtown 

together¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He bought you some shoes Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was your mother home when you got homeY 
A. I don't quite think so. She \Vas down the road, I 

think. 
page 22 ~ Q. She came home after you got home f 

A. Yes, sir. Then my father came home and told 
me to try the shoes on, and I went over to one of my friends, 
and come home. I came back and went over to Mrs. Maggie's 
house. 

Q. Is Maggie here today? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When did your mother come hon1e? 
A. My daddy was there and he told her to stay there until 

he came back, and he went down the road to Miss 1\IIaggie 's 
house and came back, and my mother \Vent out and said she 
was going-

Mr. Axson: I am going to object to that. I don't think he 
knows where she went. 

By Mr. Oast: 
Q·. Did ·she go off with somebody! 
A. She said she went with her sister. 
Q. Later on that afternoon or night did anyone come and 

get her in an automobile¥ 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Do you know a man named Eugene Ross? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he come to the house that afternoon or night? 

A. No, sir. 
page 23 ~ Q·. Did you see him that day? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. How many times did your mother go out that dayf 
A. One time. 
Q. You don't lmo\v who she went with f 
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Ivory W illia·n-M.. 

A. No, sir. 
Q. After this trouble between your mother and father, did 

your father stay rig·ht there at the house Y 
A. She came home. 
Q. After they had this difficulty did your father stay home 

then? Did you go to your sister's house? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he go to bed? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Knight is trying to get do~m everything you say. 

I want to lmow about when your mother went to bed, where 
was your father, and what did he dof 

A. He was still in the living room, and we couldn't carry 
her all the way in the bed, and then he ·~arne and put her up on 
the bed. 

Q. He helped put her in the bed? 
A. Yes, sir. Then he pulled his clo·~hes off and got in bed, 

too. 
Q. In the same bed? 

A. Yes, sir. 
page 24 ~ Q. He stayed there unti1 you got back? 

A. I came back home and then after a while the 
cops came. 

Q. Where was he when the police officers arrived? 
A. In bed. 
Q. Was he asleep? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He was in bed? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Oast: That is all. 

RE-DIRECT E.XA1\1:IN.ATION. 

By Mr. Axson: 
~ Q. At any time did you see your father help her from 

theref 
A. She "ras beaten and hurt and he put hnr in bed. 
Q. Did he do that after you and yo11r brother had tried to 

put her in bed? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever seen this axe before? 
A. Yes. 
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Trooper E . .A . .Almond. 

page 25 ~ 
Q. Whose axe is this¥ 
A. It was our axe. 
Q. Did you see it that night your mother was 

hurtY 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who had it? 
.A. The kids came and got it. 
Q. \\Tho had it before they got it? 
.A. My daddy. 
Q. I ask you whether this was the axe he was beating your 

mother with? 
.A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Axson: I offer this in evidence and ask that it be 
marked Commonwealth's Exhibit #1. 

By Mr. Axson : 
Q. How do you recognize that axe Y 
A. I could tell by the handle. 

The Court: 1\tiark it Commonwealth's Exhibit #1, and 
sign it. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. What is your aunt's name? 
A. Aunt Catherine. 

}.fr. Axson: Your Honor, may I have a short 
page 26 ~ recess ¥ 

The Court: All right. 

TROOPER E . .A. ALMOND, 
called as a 'vitness on behalf of the Commonwealth, having 
been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Were you on duty August 4th, 1960? 
.... ~.Yes. 
Q. Did you answer a call to go to Stancill Williams' house Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that in the County of Norfolk? 
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T'l·ooper E. A . .Almond. 

A. Yes. 
Q. "Who was with you, if anyone? 
A. Trooper Marr. 

Q. Were you in one or separate cars? 
page 27 r A. Separate cars. 

Q. What took place when you arrived Y 
A. We arrived at approximately 1 :15 and knocked on the 

door and it was answered by Williams. 

By the Court: 
Q. Was this day or night? 
A. In the morning. 
Q. A.M.? 
A. Yes, sir. The door was answered ·by Williams' father, 

and after having a conversation with bim, we walked back to 
the back bedroom where we found Stancill and his 'vife in 
bed. 

His wife was on the left-hand side and he was on the right 
side laying on her right arm and leg. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Lying on the deceased woman's tright. arm and leg? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Go ahead. 
A. After that the ambulance was ca1led and she was taken 

to the Community Hospital. 
Q. Did you talk to her? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was Williams' condition as to being 
pag-e 28 ~ awake or not awake? 

A. He appeared to be aeleep when I went in. 
Q. Wben she said anything to you wns he asleep or awake? 
A. Stancill was not in the room at that time. 

Mr. Axson: I think that is admissible. 
The Court : Not under the evidencH at the present time. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. You called an ambulance? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What happened? 
A. We put her in the ambulance and she was taken to the 

Community Hospital, and after she wan sent to the hospital I 
bad a conversation with Stancill and he said he had had a 
fig-ht with his wife and hit her with an axe. 
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Trooper E. A. Almond. 

He was charged with felonious assault and after the death 
of his wife on Sunday he was charged with murder, and on 
Monday afternoon he gave me a full statement where he had 
admitted striking her with the axe. 

Q. vVas it in writing? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was he advised of his rights? 

A. Yes. 
page 29 ~ Q. Was the statement freely and voluntarily 

given without any promise of reward 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. 'Vas it read to him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he understand it, or ask any questions about it 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You read it and he didn't ask any questions Y 
A. No. 
Q. You read it to him Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did he make an ''x'' mark on the paper? 
A. He wrote his name. 
Q. Did you witness that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How was the original statement taken, was it hand-

written, typed, or what? 
A. It was printed. It was taken by myself. 
Q. Will you read the statement? 

Mr. Oast: Is this the same as this (exhibiting paper) 7 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Is this paper you handed me a.n exact copy of 

page 30 ~ that paper he has? 
A. Yes, sir. 

The Court: You handed Mr. Oast a copy showing the 
orig·inal which you should read. 

Bv ~fr. Axson: 
·Q. Will you read this statement, please (handing paper to 

witness) f 
A. Yes, sir·. 

"I, Sta.ncel Williams, do make the following statement to 
Trooper B. A. Almond, whom I know to be a police officer. 



22 Supreme .Court of Appeals of Virginia 

Trooper E. A. Al~mond. 

I make this statement without threa1; or promise and have 
been advised of my rights to obtain a lawyer. Also, that what 
I say may be used for or ag-ainst me in court. On December 
3rd, 1960 at approx. 5 :30 P. I arrived home, 4922 Providence 
Road, Norfolk 6, Va., from Norfolk where I had been working. 
In about an hour my wife, Cora Lee Williams, left with her 
sister to go to her mother's home at :Bayside. She returned 
home after approx. one hour. Then a car came to the front 
of the house and blew its horn. My wife said that she would 
go and see who it was. She went out and got in the car 
and did not return for about four hrs. which was approx. 

12 :30 A. 1\1:. I asked her where she had been and 
page 31 ~ she stated that she had been to her mother's. I told 

her that she had just g·one to her mother's a little 
earlier. vVe then started arguing in the middle room. and I 
struck her with hand and lrnocked her down in the kitchen. 
The axe 'vas setting between the two doors separating the 
kitchen and the bedroom. I then picked it up and struck 
her three or four times with the bloul: end of the axe. I then 
went back and sat by the heater for about 10 or 15 tnin. and 
then went to bed. My wife was in bed at that time. We 
remained in bed until the police arrived. 

"This statement was read to me by Trooper B. A. Almond 
because I myself cannot read. It is the truth to the best of 
n1y knowledge. 

(Sig-ned) STANGEL WILLIA~IS." 

1\fr. Axson: I offer that and a13k that it be marked 
'' Comn1on,vealth 's Exhibit #2,'' please. 

Bv M.r. Axson: 
· Q. Did you examine the premise e. 'vhere you found this 

woman and ma.n? Did you examine the house? 
A. Yes. I walked in the front door and there was a large 

puddle of blood on the floor in the back b(~droom, and the axe 
was there and that had blood on it. 

page 32 ~ Q. Ho'v was Cora Lee Williams dressed when 
you found her~ 

A. I believe she had on a dress. 
Q. '~r as there, or not, any covering over her, such as a 

spread or quilt~ 

1\fr. Oast: I object to leading him. 
The Court: Ask him was she covered up, or not. 
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Stancil Williams. 

By Mr. Axson: 
Q. Did she, or did she not have any covering over her? 
A. I don't believe she did because there was cover on the 

bed we used to put her in the ambulance with. 
Q. Have you ever seen this axe before? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where did you get it 7 
A. It was in the house by the bed-door, and I picked it 

up. 
Q. Was Trooper Marr present at the time you examined 

the house a.nd 'vhen you arrived¥ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know· whether he sa"r anything different from 

what you saw? 
A. No, sir-yes, sir. 

page 33 ~ By Mr. Oast: 
Q. He gave this statement voluntarily because 

he, himself, cannot read or write Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. He gave you that and there is no question about it? 
A. That is right. 

By the Court: 
Q. You 'vent to the house early Sunday Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you remember the date'? 
A. December 4th. 
Q. "When did t.be victim die, do you know? 
A. I first got my information at approximately 12:30 on the 

same day. 
Q. 12 :30 noon? 
A. That same day at 9:10 A. M. 
Q. What time did you carry her to the hospital? 
A. 1:20 A.M. 

1\fr. Axson: Your Honor, we have Trooper Marr in court. 
He can testify if the defendant wants him. We rest. 

Mr. Oast: I would like for the record to show 
page 34 r tha.t he has been advised of his rights, and he wants 

to take the stand in his own behalf. 

STANCILL WILLIAMS, 
the defendant, having been first duly sworn, was examined 
and testified as follows : 
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Stancil Williams. 

DIRECT EXAMIN~LTION. 

By Mr. Oast: 
Q. State your name, please. 
A. Stancill Williams. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. 56. 
Q. Where do yon live t 
A. 4922 Providence Road, Norfolk 6. 
Q. You heard the testimony today about what happened 

out there on December 4th Y-
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell his Honor and the jury what took place and what 

led up to it¥ · 
page 35 ~ A. On December 3rd I ]eft Norfolk at 5 :00 and 

I arrived honie between 5 :20 or 25 minutes to six, 
and me and my wife put the groceries up. 

I had bought my little boy a paili of shoes. I didn't tell 
him that I was going to get them. I bought them and took 
them to him. 

After I got my groceries put awa.y, I asked for him and 
she said he was down at her cousin~s. I goes over tliere to 
Mac Williams' to find him. I said, :"Ivory, let's go home." 

1\tir. Axson: I object to that conversation. It is not ad­
missible. 

The Court: Don't tell what you told anybody or .anybody 
told yon. 

By Mr. Oast: . 
Q. Did your wife go out that day1~ 
A. Yes, she went to her mother's as nE!a.r as I could get to 

it. She was gone about an hour, and' she caine back home and 
me and her was sitting there talking. Eugene Ross comes 
up there and blowed the horn. She said, ''I am going to see 
who blowed the horn.'' 

She was gone so long I goes out and she gets in his car 
and they go off. I stayed there and layed down with the baby 

and went to sleep, and when I seen her it was four 
page 36 } hours later. 

I said, "Where have you been?" and she said, 
"To my mother's." I said, ''You w·ent there the early part 
of the night.'' That is what caused the trouble. 

Q. Wbat kind of trouble? 
.l1. •. Me and her were fighting and 1~ot down in the floor and 
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Stancil W illia!ms. 

that is when I picked up the axe and hit her two or three 
times with the axe. We were scrambling in the floor 15 or 
20 minutes. 

Q. Did she hit you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. After that did you go to bed f 
A. Yes, and she went to bed. When I got in bed she had 

been in bed 15 or 20 minutes. · 

l\1r. Oast: Answer Mr. Axson. 

CROSS EXAl\1INATION. 

· Bv Mr . .Axson: 1 

l 

~ Q. You had beaten her before, hadn't you? 

Mr. Oast: I object to that. 
Mr. Axson : I can show intent. 
The Court: The defendant has testified that the reason 

_ for his committing this assault which resulted in 
page 37 ~ her death was the fact that she went out that 

. night. 
I think the Commonwealth has a right to show other 

instances in order to show intent, and that he beat her on this 
occasion. //_ _ 

Mr. Oast: We object and save the point../ 

Bv Mr. Axson: 
• Q. You had beaten her before this? 

l\fr. Oast: \Ve object. 
The Court: I overrule the objection. 
1\fr. Oast: I save the point. 

Bv 1\1 I'. Axson : 
·Q. You had beaten her before? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been convicted of a felony? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How did Eugene Ross get into the picture Y 
A. He carried her away. 
Q. Did you see him? 
A. I knew the sound of his horn. 
Q. Did you object to his coming to your house f 
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Stancil W illian:~s. 

A. That boy haven't been to my :b.ouse in seven or eight 
years. I know that. 

Q. On this night you recognized the sotmd of his horn, not 
having heard it for seven Ctr eight years 7 

pa.ge 38 r A. Yes. 
Q. You recognized it. Why didn't you go out 

there and tell him to get away? 
A. I didn't know he was going to take her away. 
Q. You didn't see anything wrong; in her going out? 
A. I didn't know she was going to take off anywhere. 
Q. Did you go out and tell him to go away? 
A. He had no business carrying my wife away. 
Q. Why didn't you stop him? 
A. I didn't know he was going to do it. 
Q. Why didn't you go out and stop him Y 
A. I didn't know he was going to take her away. 
Q. You knew the car had gone? 
A. Because I heard it drive off. 
Q. You bad gotten up and looked t 
A. Yes. 
Q. You didn't see her do anything wrong on this night, 

did you? 
A. No, but I know she left and she never had before in her 

life. 
Q. You don't know whether she wns doing· anything wrong 

on this night? ' 
A. No, but she stayed away four hours. 
Q. Yon saw Ivory '\Yilliams, your son 7 

A. Yes. 
page 39 r Q. He was in the house? 

A. Yes. 
Q. You heard him say his mother said "Don't hit me any 

more, you hurt me?'' 
A. He didn't see it. 
Q. Do you know why he would co:me 11ere and tell a story 

like that if it was not true 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is he lying· about it? 
A. No, sir. 

J\fr. Axson: Thank you. 

Bv the Court : 
~ Q. How much do you 'veigh Y 
A. About 207. 
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Eugene Ross. 

Q. You are a powerful man, are you? 

~1:r. Oast: We object to that. 

By ~{r . .Axson: 
Q. Where were you working? 
A. William Paxton. 

page 40 ~ EUGENE ROSS, 
called as a witness on behalf of the defendant, 

having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: 

DIRECT EXA~1:INATION. 

By Mr. Oast: 
Q. Your name is Eugene Ross? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know Stancill Williams 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you know Cora Lee Williams? 
A. I did. 
Q. On the night she died did you have occasion to go to his 

house? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you take her out in your automobile? 
A. Yes, she was in my car. 
Q. She was in your car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. That night? 
A. Yes. 

~{r. Oast: That is all. 

page 41 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 

By l\1:r. Axson : 
· Q. Where do you live? 
A. Queen City. 
Q. Did anybody eyer tell you there 'vas anything wrong 

about taking her out in your car~ 
A. She asked me to take her out. I can give you the details. 
Q. Was there anything 'vrong about your taking her in your 

car? 
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Eugene Ross. 

A. No more than she asked me to 1take her to her sister's 
to see her father. 

Q. Did you take her t 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that all you did? 
A. Yes, sir. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMI~~ATION. 

page 42 ~ By Mr. Oast: 
Q. How long was she gone c! 

A. About an hour and fifteen mirr11tes. 
Q. What time did you get back Y 
A. About a quarter past ten at ni§:ht. 

Mr. Oast: That is our case, your :E[ono:r. 
The ·Court: Do you have anything further, Mr. Axson? 
1\{r. Axson: No, sir. 

(Court and counsel retired to cbrunbers, after which they 
returned to the courtroom and instructions were read by the 
-court to the jury. 

The case was argued by counsel, the jury retired to consider 
its verdict and returned with the foUowing:) 

""\Ve, the jury, find the defendant guilty of murder in the 
first degree and fix the penalty at del:tth. 

(Signed) J. C. MINTZ, Foreman." 

• • • • • 
A Copy-Teste: 

H. 1(}. TTJRNER, Clerk. 
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