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James Ha1·old Johnson, JL 

A. Yes, he has a very good work record. I didn't find any-
one who said anything except something nice about his work. 

Q. And he kept busy at various jobs over a period here' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I don't have any further questions. 
That's the case. 

• • • • • 

page 208 

• • • • • 

The Court: Oh, yes, it does. The Section provides that 
however, such offense shall consist of sale, barter, selling, 
exchange, dispensing or supplying marijuana or narcotic 
drugs to a minor. 

Mr. Barney : Yes, sir, Judge, how about the last Section on 
the twenty-five grains. 

The Court : That Section is narcotics. 
Mr. Barney : Narcotics, that is­
The Court: My next question-

• • • • 

page 210 

• • • • 

• 

• 

The Court: Gentlemen, this has been a most distressing 
case to me and one of the most difficult ones that I have had 
to preside since I have come to the bench. One that I wish 
that I didn't have to decide today but that burden is mine 
and I am going to decide i t. 

I have r ead this report through and I might say that it's 
one of the most comprehensive, complete and illuminating 
reports that I have r eceived since I have been on the Bench. 
I noticed from the report at the very beginning, mentioning 
the criminal record of the defendant, apparently his first en­
counter with the law was back in 1966 at which time he was 
convicted of littering the highway. Not a very important. 
offense but it's necessary to keep our highways clean, but 
then apparently his parents thought that it would be it his 
best inter est to turn him over to Hargrave Military Academy. 

And I think it would have heen to his best in­
page 211 terest had he remained there, but he wasn't sat-
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isfied and he came back. And shortly after that 
he broke into the home of Eddie Sluka and stole a hundred 
a fifty-five dollars. Apparently because he was dissatisfied 
with the fact that his parents made him either quit or a~oid 
a job that he had and was earning some money at Fort Lee. 
Judge Binford still has that case under advisement now. 
Then in 1968 he was convicted of careless and r eckless driv­
ing. On the surface, careless and r eckless driving is not a 
serious offense but his driver 's license \vas suspended for a 
period of three months, and in defiance of the law he decided 
to drive that vehicle anyway for which he was apprehended 
and he was fined a hundred dollars and giYen ten day jail 
sentence wl1ich is a mandatory jail sentence. Then this 
offense occnrred. In the meantime, I go to his school record. 
His record at P etersburg High School certainly was not en­
viable according to the report. I noticed by the report dur-

ing the term of '68-'69 in Prince George High 
page 212 r School he missed a total of fifty-two days which 

certainly indicates that he was r ebelling against 
authority, or certainly he was not doing that which was for 
his benefit, attending school and improving his mind. During 
that period of time his first si..x-week's grades wer e very 
good: Aerospace Education, C; Business Law, B; Physical 
Education, B; United States History, B; Art, C and English, 
D. Then the second si..x-weeks of the second half of that year 
was incomplete because of, apparently this trouble or for 
some other reason. 

:Mr. Barney : If the Court please, I believe the second si..-x­
weeks the defendant was in the Petersburg jail. 

The Court: \Vell, that's what I say, 1 think that's the r ea­
son why it was incomplete. But the entir e report r eveals to 
me that this defendant has rebelled not only agajnst his 
parents but against organized au thority. Reading the por­
tion under the Clinical Psychologists 1\fazeri and M:orbit-

zer, they both stated along with the psychiatric 
page 213 r social worker that James Harold Johnson, Jr. 

is a socio-pathic personality. Their defmition of 
a socio-pathic personality is one who simply does not learn 
by his mistakes but is apt to repeat the same mistake again 
and again. They also described this condition as one who 
looks down upon people and who feels that he himself is 
superior, although at the same time, is experiencing a ter­
rible inferior feeling. A socio-pathic personality is also one 
who tries to manipulate others for his own ends, and that 
certainly has been his pattern of behavior over the past 
couple of year s, and they point out that it is certainly r e­
vealed in his record. 
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I also notice from Johnson, which I have pointed out 
ear lier, that he may have taken marijuana for some t ime and 
I think while on the stand since he was si.xteen. Taken one 
dose of LSD. Stated that you're neYer the same once you 
have taken it . He explains tha t he meant that once you have 
become addicted to it. 

I hate to see a young man eighteen years of age go to the 
penitentiary. I'm not unmindful of the thr ee 

page 214 ~ "R 's" of criminal punishment as pointed out by 
Mr. Barney. There is another one, it's not an 

"R". That punishment is also for the purpose of indicating 
to society that a certain conrse of conduct will not be per­
mitted. This Court has never in se,·en year s of its history, 
or this J udge hasn't, ever punished someone for r evenge. 
Most of the time this Court is in teres ted in the rehabilitation 
of those that come befor e it . I think too often today we look 
too much to the individual and too often we don't look to 
society as a whole for the evil that we wish to eliminate. In 
this par ticular case, I feel that the use of marijuana in high 
school among our younger children corning up is an evil that 
has got to be el iminated and I feel that the interest of Jimmy 
J ohnson does not t ranscend the interests of society and fo r 
that reason I'm not going to place him on probation. 

Let me have the indictmen ts. 
J ames J ohnson, stand up. 

page 215 ~ The Cour t, having heretofore found you guilty 
of the possession of narcotic drugs in excess of 

twenty-five gr ains, is ther e anything you wish to say before 
the Court passes sentence upon you 1 

James Harold J ohnson, J r.: No, sir . 
The Court : Did you say, no, sid 
J ames H arold J ohnson, J r . : Yes, sir. 
The Court : lt is the judgment of the Cour t and the sen­

tence of the Court accordingly that you be confined in the 
penitentiar y for twenty years nnless sooner discharged by 
law and pay a -fine of F ive Hundred Dollars and the costs of 
this proceeding. The Court wiJ l suspPnd the exeClttion of ten 
years of that sentence conditioned upon your keeping the 
peace, being of good behavior and not violating any of the 
laws of this Commonwealth upon your r elease. The Court 
will dismiss the other two indictments feeling that this pun­
ishement is su fTi cient to cover this particular cr ime. 

Court's adjourned, Gentlemen. 
page 216 ~ Mr. Barney : If the Court pleases, may I now 

make the motion to set aside the verdict 7 
The Court: Certainly, and I would like to remind the de­

fendant at this time that he is entitled to appeal the decision 
of this Court to the Supreme Court of this State. 
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Mr. Barney: I'll note an exception. 
The defendant says that he wishes to note an appeal from 

the sentence and judgment of the Court in this matter and 
has asked that the Court set an appeal bond . 

• • • • • 

A Copy-Teste: 

Howard G. Turner, Clerk. 
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