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Dear Chief: 

You could not have sent me a present that pleases me 
more than the off.\cia1 cuff links of Lincoln's Inn. 

I have Always benn impresse~ hy your memory. 1 men­
tioned in vour PreBence only once - some months ago - my 
admiration of your ~iddle Temple cuff links. 

'T'hroughout mv illne<?ts you also •1ave been typically con­
siderate an~ thoughtful. You keut us stocked with fine 
wine, anA Jo sends soecial thank~ for her Deauiolais. 

Jo and I !Jot}) were nar.tic,llarlv moved hy y0tu makinq 
the trip to Rochester - not the easiest place in the world 
to reach. Incidentally, after the distribution - with your 
signature - of the PrPsidential Oath of Office, an~ your 
general friendliness with tho nurses and staff at the hospi­
tal, we decided you could be elected mayor of ~ncheAter any 
time you wish to run. Your visit ma~e a big hit. 

Forqive this typewritten note. Even my handwriting has 
suffered from the effect of several weeks of seriouA ill­
ness. Some nroblems remain, but I still hooe to sit for the 
March arqument!l;. 

We missed being with you and Vera in the Lightfoot 
Hous,:;. We will find a.nother opportunity. 

As ever, 

The Chief Justice 

LFP/vde 

' ~------------------------·~~--~------------------~-----
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"-~arch 19, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

I can see that you are anxious to 
get me in shape to return to work! 

The Afqh~n bread (and so much of 
it) seems to have all of the necessary in­
gredients to add weight em,; imprO\re hea,th. 
I have heard you ~peak of the Afghan br.eao, 
and Jo ann I are deli3hted to have the op­
portunity to sample it. Jo immediately 
tried the Bura,er mar~ala~e, and said it is 
the best shP has PVer eaten. I also fol­
lowed your directions ~t breakfast today, 
applying the ma~malade to a slice of Afghan 
toast. Delicious. 

Dr. O'Connell at Rethes~a, possi­
bly after conferring with navid Utz, is to 
let me kno''~ ~o~hen hE:- sees me on ~~ednesiiav or 
Thur~day whether - from a medi.cal point of. 
view - I may sit for next week's arguments. 
As I was give" general ane~thesia last Fri­
day, thi.s has weakened me to some extent. 

Jo joins me in sending grateful 
appreciation to you and Vent for your con­
tinued thoughtfulness of us. 

A.s ever, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

. -,··,··------------~~---~ .. .,. 
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March 29 , 1985 

PERSONAL ANn CONFIDEtlTIAL 

Opinion Assignments 

Dear Chief : 

You have been wonderfully supportive throughout my 
long illness , and I cannot begin to tell you hO'il much I ap­
preciate your numerous acts of kindness as well as your 
telephone calls . I hav~ surviv~d the first wc~k of return­
ing to the Court , although I confess that it is has heen 
rather exhausting . When I return to our Jittle anartment I 
go straight to bed for ahout an hour . 

The purpose of this letter is to suggest what I 
think I can do as to the cases argued this week . I would 
welcome beinq assigned to write two opinions . I would be 
hapl)y to write the two Securities Act casec;: 83-1961 
Landreth Timber Co . v . Landreth and 84-165 Gould v . 
Ruefenacht . I could writ~ both of these cases in a single 
opinj on, as th~ relevant pr inc i1'.)l.e c; are the same . ~1y opin­
ion in Forman has some Janquage that will have to be ex­
plained . I would like to have the opportunity to do this . 

If you agree that T should ~rite the SEC cases in 
a single opinion , I woulo be glad to have a second opinion 
to write: either 84-351 Atascadero State Hos ital v . Scanlon 
On which my Pennhurst II .Aecis on will be helpful), or pos­
sibly 84-433 School Committ~e of Burlington . 

I hope you will not assiqn 83-2136 Connecticut 
Dept . of Income Maintenance v . Beckler to me . This involves 
enormously complex statutory interpretation that would be 
quite burdensome . The $10 fee 1it'litC~tion case, 84-571 ~\fal­
ters v. Radiation Survivors is another case I would prefer 
not to wr{te . I am in total agrPe~ent with vou that the $10 
provision is valid. The difficulty is the status of the 
case. 

In April - if I continue to improve - I will be 
glad to take three cases to write . I want to b~ helpful to 
other Chambers that are backed up with assignments already 

~.i 

' . 



made. It also would give me a chance to "catch up" on the 
year's work. 

2. 

I appreciate, of course, the assignment problems 
that you confront. Perhaps the foregoing \>Jill be helpful to 
you. Whatever you assign, howeve~, I will tackle cheerfully 
and with as much strength as I can muster. 

As ever, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

. ' 
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April 16, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

I enclose a copy of ''7a1.1v Rilev's letter to me of 
April 11, and invite your attention to the last paraqrap~ on 
the first page. It is traditional for the Past Presi~ents 
of the ABA to 'lave a dinner at each annual meetin«? of the 
ARA, Ttlith t'le Immeiiiat.P Pa~t Presi<'lent SE'rvinq as host. A1-
thouqh normally these ~inners have been limited to Past 
Presidents and their soou~es, there have been exceptions for 
distinguished guests. I therefore am confident you would he 
invited, but not the entire Court. 

r•Jith the ABA meeting here, no flonht there Hill bP 
numcrou~ reauests to use the Court for receotions and ~in­
nE>rs. What no vou think ehout Ri l.ev's request? 

The Chief ~ustice 

lfp/ss 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

., . 
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A.oril 26, JG85 

PERSON AT ... 

Aoril Assignments 

Dear Chief: 

This is to sav that I will be glad to take three 
cases to tvr i. te from the Apr :i.l arguments. As my absence for 
tto,~o and a half months imposed additional burdens on other 
Justices, I woutd likP to make up for this to the extent 
that I can . 

As you know, I have circulated two of the three 
cases you assigned me from the March arguments . T \vill be 
able to circulate tl-:lc tl-:li.rd case car.Jy n'9xt wee!<, as already 
I have a preliminary printed draft. 

I also am "reJ.l along in converting Dun & Brad­
stree.t into a plurality 0pinion . T. hooe you "7 ill make the 
morlest change in your little concurrence that I suggested in 
mv letter of April 12. Otherwise, I will have only t'1HR and 
SOC on my opinion, with the Court split 4, 1, 1 and 1 . 

Although I still suffer some of the after effects 
of my surgery, and am required to havA checkups , I have had 
no difficulty during the past month in keeping abreast of my 
t~ork - doing a good deal of it in our apartment where rest. 
periods are available . As my workload is liqhter than other 
Justices, T will have no problem writing three caseg by the 
June 1 deadline. 

With appreciation . 

Sincerely , 

T~e Chief Justice 

l.fo/ss 

; _, ... , . .......;;. ____ ...,,.-.--~-------~ 
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~·av 22 , 1.085 

7'1-Je ~nr1osert coo•r of "The r>Hni Paqe" of March ?.3 , 1Cl83 
is 0n t'he Court . It i ,o:; a feature t'llat appears in the Wasll­
inqton 'Post rm r::tmrlays . Uf"ltil this wa~ !Jrouqht to my atten­
tion r~cPntly by the author , I had !'"lever notice~ it - as I 
rarelv ::;nPnf! more thnn 20 minutes e~Jen on t\">e Sunoav'~ PoRt . 

It iq nc~uratP, an~ reFlects an unAerstandinq of what 
qnP~ nn ~Pr0. mh~s portrRva1 of t~e Court shoul~ bP e~uca­
t i.cmaJ to rh ·~ chi lr1rr;n >11l.r- folJ 0\'i the ~~.!ini Paqp . 'f11~"' ladv 
lvho oror1nc~R this 1 i'les i.n our wlnq of the E-'3.rbour ScmarP 
Aoartm.::!nts . tier marrieA namr> is "'1rs . "Richaro-1 Hunt, but she 
does the Mini Page und~r her mai~~n name: nettv Debnam • 

...,,,,..,. ···irr i. ?aqe is syr: 'i<""at0Q 2n (~ oul-)1 j sl,ed iT' roorr> than 
450 newsn~nPrs in the Unite~ States an~ Cana~a, an~ there­
fore re~ches - it is t~ouqht -a qoo~ manv million chil~ren . 
I a surP it woul~ qive ~rs . Hunt quite a lift if vou wrotP 
.3. not"= commenninq her ttP"'ltrnent of our Col]rt: . He:- akl::-e98 
is r-1rs . Pich-"lr..:t T-Trmt , nar1>our Square ;!1.pe~rtmr.:>nt s-?01, sr;o ~ 
Strf'et, s. ·'l. , Y.7as~inqton, n. C. ~002.1 . 

r,pp /vi1e 

-~-------------,.....·--~--------~:----------·~·· 

•· 
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he o:::;_Q 
DtStmgu•shed Ach•evement Awards W1nner 

By BETTY DEBNAM 

The Mini Page Visits from The Mini P ... by Betty O.bn•m C t98:Z Un•vtr ... t PrtN Syndiul.t 

The U.S. Supreme Court 

The U.S. Supreme Court is the most 
important court in the land. It makes the 
final decisions on questions about U.S. law. It 
is made up of eight associate justices and a 
chief justice, all appointed by the president of 
the United States. The justices must be 
approved by the Senate. 

The court is very orderly. The justices wear 
black robes and sit in a row on a raised 
platform. 

Visitors go 
through u security 
check before 
entering the 
courtroom. 

A court 
recorder 
records what 
goes on in the 
courtroom. 

Young men 
and women 
called court 
attcndunts 

I 
The Mini Page asked Justice Sandra 

O'Connor, the first woman ever to serve as 
a Supreme Court justice, to describe her 

job: "My job is to decide important 
questions of constitutional law, and to 

try to provide equal justice under the 
law for all those who come before the 

Some lawye rs 
appearing before 
the court wear 
•'morning coats," 
or couts with tails! 
Most do not dress 
up this much. 

Who is Who at the Court 
1. Justices. 
2. Court attendants. 
3. The clerk , who prepares 
schedules and is middleman 
between lawyers and justices. 
4. The marshal, who keeps order 
and is court business manager. 
5. Lawyers appearing before the 
court. 
6. Lawyers for the next case. 
7. Lawyers certified to practice 
before the court. 
8. Court recorder. 
9. President's chair if he wishes 
to visit. 
10. Special guests of the justices. 
11. Press. 
12. Public seating. 

court." 

[ill L__ __ _:__ __ _J [I) 
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Justice O'Connor Believes in Hard Work and Reading 

The 
Supreme 
Court has a 
seal that is 
used on all 
official 
papers. 

See if you can find: 
• pencil 
o na il file 
• rocket 

• book 

Justice O'Connor 
is a lawyer from 
Arizona. Her 
husband is a 

• cand le 

The first woman on the 
Supreme Court, Justice Sandra 
O'Connor is much admired by 
everyone. 

The Mini Page interviewed 
her in her offices in the 
Supreme Court building. 

We asked Justice O'Connor 
what advice she would give 
girls who would like to be 
successful too. 

"Basically, to work hard at 
their tasks, because they will 
discover that learning to do 
something well gives them 
encouragement and the ability 
to do other things," she said. 

She also gave us permission 
to quote a letter that she wrote 
to an elementary school 
student: 

Justice O'Connor 
at her swearing-in 
ceremony on Sept. 
25, 1981. She was 
appointed by 
President Reagan. 
Here she poses 
with him and the 
other justices. 

"Reading is the key that 
opens the door to knowledge. 

"If I could bestow one gift on 
a friend or a child of mine, it 
would probably be the ability to 
read well, because this is the 
foundation on which much of 
our lives are built. 

"I have constantly worked 
and still work to improve my 
own reading skills. Some years 
ago, I took a speed-reading 
course so I could read more 
quickly. 

"One has to read and to read 
quickly and well if one hopes to 
succeed in many jobs which are 
sought after today." 

Justice O'Connor spends 
about eight hours in her busy 
day reading! 

Words about the Supreme Court are hidden in the block 
below. See if you can find: Supreme, justice, law, 
lawyers, Washington, robe, case, arguments, chief, 
marshal, opinions, book, nine, study, read, recess, United 
States, judge, record, questions, talk, court and ask. 

S U P R E M E T G H J K L X A 

• safety pin 
o letter F 

o word MINI o cane 

AQWBCAQESTUDYOR 
J U A Y T R E C 0 R D N P P G 
U E S C A S E A S K G Q R I U 
S S H H L H X L W R E A D N M 
T T I I K A Z A S T U V R I E 
I I N E P L A W Y E R S E 0 N 
C 0 G F F B C X B 0 0 K C N T 
E N T D N I N E L M B D E S S 
E S 0 K C 0 U R T N E Q S 0 R 
H U N I T E D S T A T E S U V o el(g • hamburger 

• flashlight o bowling ball • letter J 
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eSCRAMILE·LE ·DO 
Can you unscramble these words about the Supreme 
Court? 

1. wla 5. ucrot 

2. sutjcie 6. urle 

3. yawrel 7. sace 

4. hero 8. dugje 

'.ll1pnf '9 'ihfU.> 'L '..lJIU '9 ·uno.l ·y '.lqOJ. '11 '.t.l.-\M U( '£ 'olJHRnf ·z; 'M UJ ' I 
:uaMSUV 

The first American 
hockey player to go 
directly from high school 
to the pros is 18-year-old 
Bobby Carpenter. 

He plays for the 
Washington Capitals . 

..... - ----The team thinks that he 
gives 100 percent and has a great 
attitude. His nickname is "Magical 
Wrists" because of his talent. 

Before turning pro, Bobby was named 
the most valuable player on the U .S. 
Junior Olympic team. 

Bobby was a good student in 
Danvers, Mass. 

Go dot to dot 

and color. 

\-- ~.14 
\.\...l,b2. \>' • 15 l, 21. 2.0 
·~. 

,, 18 lb 
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The Handshake 

Before conferences and before 
each court session, each 
justice shakes hands with the 
other eight. This tradition 
started years ago to remind 
the justices that they can 
remain friends although they 
might disagree. 

Quill Souvenirs 
Quills were used for 
writing when the 
court first started in 
1790. Today, when 
lawyers appear 
before the court, 
they find quills on 
their tables. They 
usually take them 
home as souvenirs. 

Clerks 
Each justice has 
several law clerks, 
young lawyers who 
help do research. 

The 
Supreme 
Court's 
Year 

12·4(82) 

The Supreme Court is in a very beautiful and dignified building near 
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

The Supreme Court's 
"term," or year, starts the 
first Monday in October. 

Each term is divided into 
"sittings" and recesses. 

For two weeks, the court 
"sits," or hears the cases. For 
the next two weeks, it is in 
recess. At this time the 
justices write their decisions. 

The justices carefully study 
the records for each case that 
comes before them. They 
read the "briefs," or written 
arguments, sent in by 
lawyers. 

The justices ask the 
lawyers questions while they 
are appearing before the 
court. Each side has 30 
minutes to present its case. 

During the summer 
months when the court is 
not in session, the justices 
work to decide what cases 
they will consider the next 
term. 

The court is asked to rule 
on about 5,000 cases each 
year. Of that number, the 
justices agree to hear about 
150 cases. ~~9srUn~'e"~~rr.:e:!~~t!k1~:"•m 

Jobs ~ ,~ About 300 people The reporter of 'P. ~~ The 
work for the 1 I decisions is in I I ) librarian 
Supreme Court. 0 charge of publishing. is in charge 

Four very ij' ./ the decisions of the : of over 
important people are tf.foll~ court and seeing that • 250,000 
called officers of the ~~ they are sent to ."0 books in 
court. vo'-· lawyers and other • the court's 

The marshal and l. courts around the library. 
clerk were country. 
introduced elsewhere. from T~ Mml h«e by Betty l>ebn11 m · 1982 Univm11l Prna 8y11diute 

A&.PHA 
MtCf 

Chinese 
More people speak 
Chinese than any other 
language in the world. 
English ranks second. 

If dropped upside down 
~=-----~:;j":::::c=.i;r==:;;::::::~ from a height of less 

thun a foot, a cot can 
flip over and land on 
its paws in about a 
second. The U.S. is cot 

California 
More people live in 
California thun live in 
any other state in the 
u.s. 

from The Mini f'a11 e by Betty O.hn• m ~ llf82 Un1ver .. l Pre11 Syndicate 

How many words starting with C can you find to 
describe what you see in this picture? 
~-- .>...----

' fJOJ puu au OJ 'a.Mif!JJU:J ' (UU!PlUJ '10JJUJ 
' AoqMO~ 'J! 1.1l{J ' dn~ 'UMOp ' <lp(OO~ ' U!lHjo) ' dU~ ' 11J.1UIU~ 'ad11J '>(JOJ.J 
',1 u n~ Apuu~ ' aoun~ ' A'Ju un:> ' tl1UJ~ 'a>(n:lcfn ~ 'a(ptrn:> 'UJO::> :sJaMsuv 
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Teacher's 
Guide 

For use by teachers and parents at home and at 
schooL 
For use with issue: The U.S. Supreme Court 
Main idea: To inform children about the Supreme Court, its justices and their 
duties. 
Page 1: Pre-readers and beginning readers: Read the page to the children, then 
ask them to: 

1. Count the number of Supreme Court justices. 
2. Point to the numbers I through 12 printed in the lower righthand corner. 

Beginning readers: Ask the children t.o circle "Supreme Court" each time it is 
printed. 
Readers: Ask the children to: 

1. Describe the jobs of a court recorder and a court attendant. 
2. Name the chief justice and the first woman justice. 

All three levels: 
1. For younger children, many words and phrases will have to be introduced, such 

as justice, important questions of constitutional law, equal justice under law, 
sittings, recesses, cases and briefs. 

2. There are many laws that affect people's lives every day, sometimes without 
them realizing it. For example, the radio station that you turn on in the morning 
must follow certain rules set up by the Federal Communications Commission; your 
bus driver must have a license before he can drive you to school; and both the air 
you brl'athc and the wutl'r you drink are controlled by 8tate and national pollution 
laws. Discuss the importance of laws and how they affect your lives. 
Page 4: Pre-readers and beginning readers: Read the page to the children, then 
ask them to point lO drawings of a quill, the Supreme Court building and a 
handshake. 
Beginning readers: Ask the children to find Washington, D.C., on a map. 
Readers: Ask the children to name four important officers of the court. 
All three levels: Ask the children to circle the first Monday in October on a 
calendar. 

(Note to Editor: Above is the Teacher's Guide for Issue 12.) 



'1 ~ v 2 2 , J (.) 8 s 

Dear Cl11ef, 

V0u toJ~ me l~qt niQht that ~av 
21st ~ras tl-Je 16th anniversary of vour n("''m:i­
natton to ~e ~htPf Ju~tfce of the Unite~ 
States. I ~asten to ~ictate t~is ndt~ -
though ? 1onqhan~ lD~tPr ~oulA ~~ ~ore 

apor.onri1tP. 

I ~-1-?.nt- tf"' S2'" t'"'~t in my vie~·J "On 
hov~ ma~e ~ 1i~ttnquishe~ C~ief Just4cP. I 
h~ 1 icwe h :.st0rv t·d U. q i v<> th'"' 'qurqer t:ourt 
years hiqh marks on ~anv counts. Your 
ooini0n in t~o viv0r Ta~~~ coqc will r,nk 
tod_th r.1')t"htJt"'f ~1. VJr1 4SQ1') "'S. ~ flf:?CJ<;i()r'l t"lat 
nrPr.;er~Je"' thP un:iqn0 roJe nf this Court i.n 
a tfMP of national cri~ig. It 's a ~eci­
sion that no fc~etqnor ~~n understan~, but 
one annlaurler1 by th0nqh tfu 1 Americans. 

I '"love a~T'1irf"·1 vottr cournqe, vour 
unconcPrn a'-10u~ cr it i~ ~ :"1'1, an(l t'1c nuMero'lc; 
constructive ~ontri~utions vou have mafe to 
the adMinistration of iustice. 

Jo an~ I ~lao aopreciate t~~ manv 
acts of. fr i.en<1sh io t"1at '!nu 2n~ Vera r~ve 
extenr~~ to us ov~r the v~ars. 

The ChiP~ Justice 

lfo/ss 



CHAMI!IERS 0,. 

THE CHIEF .JUSTICE 

May 27, 1985 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE: 

The last Conference now scheduled for this Term is Thursday, 
June 20. 

With 61 more opinions to be released before the end of the Term 
(62 at this time last year) , it would appear that we will probably 
be in session through Monday, July 1. 

The Clerk advises that dt the present time there are sufficient 
cases for the argument calendar for October and November. Between 
now and the end of June, we likely will grant about 20 more cases. 
This will fill the argument calendar through December. 

The first Monday in October is October 7, and any grants on that 
date would not be fully briefed until Christmas. This would leave 
less than two weeks time between briefing and the arguments to be set 
for January 13. 

I recommend scheduling a clean-up Conference o 

P.S. I am due at the Fourth Circuit Conference Thursday, but 
I will defer. 

'. 



!<1<'1V ?8, 1985 

Dear C::hi~f: 

Scho~u1fnq o~ a Conferenc~ for tho 27th is satis­
factorv with me. 

Sincerelv, 

The Chief Justice 

cc: 7he Confer~nce 

-- ;-;:­
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May 31, 1985 

MEMORANOM TO THE CONFERENCE: 

In line wlth our discussion yesterday, when I 
have participated at the cert stage of a case but was absent 
for the oral argument we agreed that it prob8bly is more 
accurate simply to say at the end of such an opinion that: 
"Justice Powell took no part in the decision of this case". 

L.F.P., Jr. 

ss 

be: My Law Clerks 

I would appreciate vour watching each circulation of a Court 
opl.nion from other Chambers, and preparing the little fo:rm 
letter that I write requesting the author of the opinion to 
add - if it has been overlooked - that I did not participate 
in the "decision". 
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June 8, 1985 

Dear Chief, 

Dr. Wilton S. Dillon, one of the 
scholars with the Smithsontan, is married 
to one of my cousins. Dr. Dillon made a 
point of tellinq m~ that, at a chance meet­
ing with you (I believe you were huyinq 
herbs for your qarden), he hac a ntce vtsit 
discussing Smithsonian oJans for the 200th 
anniversary of the ~on~titution. He was 
much imPressed ·~mti spoke hit::thlv of vou. 

I am impressed that you know 
which "herbs" to huv. Perhaps Jo and I 
will have the opoortun i ty to samo1.e them. • 

As ever, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

--------------,~~·~~--~--------------------~~~--~----~------------------~--~ 



June 8, 1985 

The Moving Picture on the Court 

Dear Chief: 

The movinq oicture on the Court, mad~ available to 
us "for free" ~y the Younq Lawyers Di,!f~ion of the Virqinia 
State Bar, has bc~n a big hit with visitors. 

The film is now a decade old, and it shows it. 
The color has faded badlv, and some of the oialogue - par­
ticularly bv Tom Clark - ts difficult to unoerstand and 
needs upda t . ing. 

It may ~11ell hf!l> that the fU.!'[I is the single most 
educational C'')rnponent of the Court's exhibits for the bene­
fit of the thous.-~nds of people who visit us each year. Your 
presentation is excellent but the color has faded hadly. I 
recommend that t'le corunission the Historical Soc.f.ety to 
produce a new film, and ?erhaps to solicit funds specifical.­
ly for that purpos~. 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

cc: Ms. Gail Gallowav 

._., _____________ _ 
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CHAMBERS OF" 

THE CHIEF .JUSTICE 

Re: 

,ju.pt"tmt <!fourl of t4t ~h ,jtatts 
._asltinghm. ~. <.q. 21lc?~~ 

June 10, 1985 

The Moving Picture on the Court 

Dear Lewis: 

( 2 

The problem isn't the film so much as the equipment. I 
have discussed with Gail three steps: 

(a) new equipment; 
(b) an editing to cut out some of the "drag" in the 

"tour" aspects of the film; 
(c) a "new" film would cost a "bundle" -- like 

$25,000.00 and unless we got a special grant, the most we 
could do now is "edit." That would run $6,000-8,000. 

I'm glad to have your comments in support of a change 
and let's discuss over coffee or tea. 

egards, 

Justice Powell 

cc: Gail Galloway 



June 8, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

This will confirm that I will he at Mayo for a 
checkup on Mon~ay and Tuesday of next week, and therefore 
will miss both of the Court sessions on those davs. 

My physicians think it is prudent to have a thor­
ough checkup - with the elahorate battery of tests - ~very 
six months. Dr. David Utz at Mavo prefers that at least the 
first of these be at the Mavo Cli.nic by the people who made 
similar tests last winter. 

If all goes well, I will be hack at the Court on 
Wednesday. On the chance that there may be unanticipated 
delay, I will have mv Chambers give my votes for Thursday's 
Conference to Bill Rehnqutst. 

S.incerelv, 

The Chief Justi.ce 

lfo/ss 

cc: The Conference 

I 
----..,.......-------~..,--~-----_,-;. ·~·-·-- .~ .,~J 

\ ,, 

·~ ; 
'" . 

... 

'·' 

.. 

' J ! 

~-

~ 
., 

•I 

. .. 
t.r 

. 
~; 

'·'•" ; 

'• 
~' 

~~ 

l• 

;,., 



MAYO CLINIC , ~~~ 
R OCHEST E R . MINN ESOTA ~ ~ ~ 

3-085-631 

The Honorable Warren Burger 
Chief Justice 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 20543 

Dear Justice Burger: 

June 17, 1985 

Justice Lewis Powell returned on June 10 for a thorough assessment of his 
medical status. 

I was pleased with the progress he h~ade and his improved physical 
appearance since the Justice and I we~ ther in March. Detailed invest­
igations do not reveal any ev~~~o tic tumor. 

While periodic reassessm~s in the future are prudent and customary, I 
am very much encouraged by the results of this current review and his clinical 
we 11-bei ng. 

He has a small inguinal hernia that probably will require repair, perhaps 
in July, on recess of the current session. We will see him then. 

DCU:gh 

With regards and esteem, 

David C. Utz, M.D. 
Anson L. Clark Professor of Urology 
Mayo Clinic and Mayo Medical School 

'· 



June 26 , 1985 

Dear Chief, 

liTe congratulated you at the Conference today on 
your Presidential apoolntment as Chairman of the Commission 
to Celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the Constitution. 
Your appointment assures that the Commissj.on will have 
strong and wise leadership . 

I ~o have this caveat . I share Hugh 3utt ' s con­
cern that you undertake too m~~Y ~esponsibtlit~e8, are con­
scientious ahnut all nf them, an~ ln the 0n~ pl3ce your 
health in some ieoo::udy. 

No doul-)t you t>li lJ i.nsie;t on an ~..:oer.pl<ltc and highly 
qualified staff for the r:,.,mrnis::lion, .:'lnd I am glad that you 
have reqerve~ the rlqht to beco~e Honorary rhairman. In 
view of this ad~ittonal m~~nr reFno~~il-)~1.~~, (~n long as vou 
are the active C'ha1rM::\n), your.; co11.Pa~'Pl~'1 h,-,r~ ··10uJ·! uni!er­
stand if vou cnrriecl a lighter load of opin5C'n writing next 
Term. 

In s'"'o:rt, we Hant to kr>.PD v0n nrounr. 

Sir"cer:e}y, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ ss 
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CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE LEWIS F POWELL , JR. 

Personal 

Dear Chief: 

J;ltJfrtUU <!fltltrl of tqt ~ttitth J;bdtg 

Jla:$Jringhm. '!9. <!f. 2!l~J.1~ 

June 27, 1985 

... r­
• .. \,. • l ~ 

C iAI. ··· 
( 

·as JUN 27 P 4 : 1 7 

LADIES LUNCHEONS 

Jo was one of the co-hostesses for the "Ladies Lun­
cheon" held yesterday. 

It came to my attention that the Court does not provide 
transportation for the widows of deceased members of the 
Court including Chief Justice Warren's widow. The widows 
who attended the luncheon yesterday included, in addition to 
Mrs. Warren, Mary Clark and Elizabeth Black. 

Would it not be appropriate for the Court to make our 
cars available for the widows. These lunches occur only 
three or four times a year. I do not believe that any of 
the three drive their own cars - or at least not regularly. 

LFP/vde 

· .... \• . '('• 

Sincerely, 
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Box 24110 • Washington, D.C. 20024 • (202) 488-7919 

Chief Justice Warren Burger 
supreme Court of the United States 
Washington, D.C., 20543 

Dear Chief Justice Burger, 

July 11, 1985 

Thank you so very much for inviting me to discuss the part 
that The Mini Page might play in celebrating the Bicentennial 
of the Constitution. 

I am honored to be asked by you to make to make a 
contribution to this important observance. 

We propose to produce a series of articles about the 
Constitution. We would like very much to cooperate with your 
Commission in any way possible. 

Each Mini Page 
devote several 
Constitution. 
articles about 

is built around a central theme. We hope to 
entire Mini Pages to some aspect of the 

We also would like to run a series of shorter 
this subject. 

We would need the direction of you and your staff as to the 
important subjects that should be covered. We also would 
like information sources and contacts. We also would like to 
have our articles approved for accuracy by some expert in the 
field. We also would need ready access to photos in the 
Library of Congress or other federal agencies. 

I also thank you for my copy of "Equal Justice Under Law". 

I look forward to working with you and your Commission. 

Cordially, . 

&\-\<A- \)9~()0111) 
Betty De~am 
Editor 



E s pe c \ o \\ 'i . 

Box ~4110 • WaRbington, D .C. 200~4 • (~02) t88-7919 

Mini Page Background 

The Mini Page is a nationally syndicated feature for children 
in 450 papers across the country. It is for children from 6 
to 12 years old. It is syndicated by Universal Press 
Syndicate. 

The Mini Page is an information source for kids, parents and 
teachers. We have many adult readers, too. 

The Mini Page is an important part of the Newspaper In 
Education programs sponsored by newspapers to encourage 
teachers and parents to use newspapers as a teaching tool. 
It is often used in the classroom. 
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Box 24110 • Washington, D.C. 20024 • (202) 488-7919 OY'U 
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Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington, D.C., 20543 

Dear Justice Powell, 

I wanted to send you a copy of my letter 
to Chief Justice Burger. 

I am most excited about the project and 
am looking forward to the chance to take 
part in such an exciting celebration. 

I sincerely thank you for your interest 
in me and The Mini Page. 

Please give my very best to Mrs. Powell. 
I do hope that you have a pleasant summer 
and I am looking forward to your return 
to Washington . 

~~ 
Jull2,~~-

~~~~ 
~~ 
~If?'/~ .. ~ 

wr:zA.. r1.-..- c. 1-
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ROCHESTER . MINNESOTA ~~~ 

3-085-631 

The Honorable Warren Burger 
Chief Justice 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20543 

Dear Justice Burger: 

July 16, 1985 

Justice Ltwis Powell is convalescing very well from a bilateral inguinal 
hernia repair and a urethral procedure. 1 anticipate that he will be 
returning home tomorrow. ~ 

1 am encouraged about h~~~.o~te as far as his prostatic 
malignancy is concerned. Th ~~~ment of his status indicates no 
activity of this tumor. from clinical performance standpoint, I am most 
encouraged by his status and I have no reservations about him returning to 
his responsibilities at the Court. 

DCU:gh 
cc Justice Lewis f. Powell 

With regards and esteem, 

David C. Utz, M.D. 
Anson L. Clark Professor of Urology 
Mayo Clinic and Mayo Medical School 

P.S. I am enclosing a copy of my previous letter of June 17, 1985, for your 
file. 

,• . 



August 13, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

The address of Molly and her husband "Kit" in Salt 
Lake City is: 

Mr. Christopher J. Sumner 
2660 Walker Lane 
Salt Lake C!ty, Utah 84117 
801-278-2333 

Kit (graduate of the ttnivc:trsity of Virginia Law 
School) is the President of Western Savings & Loan, a 
multi-state S&Tu Hi.s office telephone is 801-350-9600. 

If you have any errands to run or any need for med­
ical attention or otherwise, I know that Molly and Kit would 
be glad to be of as$tstance. 

Hon. Warren E. Burger 
Chairman 

Sf. ncerely, 

Presidential Commission on the Adoption 
of the Constitution 

Hotel Utah 
South Temple and Main 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

lfp/ss 



CHAMBERS OF 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE 

,ju.prttnt <!Jourl of t4t ~~ ,jtaftg 
Jfag!pnghtn. !(J. <!J. 20,?'1~ 

August 19, 1985 

Re: 50th Anniversary of the Supreme Court Building 

Dear Lewis: 

Your comment about the limit of speeches for the 
October 7 ceremony is entirely in order. 

Indeed, my invitations to the three gentlemen was 
to speak up to seven minutes. If they have something 
more they want to put in the Journal, we can accommodate 
them. I did not want the Courtroom ceremony to run over 
one half hour. 

Regards, 

Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 



CHAMII£A8 0,. 

THE CHIEF .JUSTICE 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE: 

/ 
This is to serve as a reminder that we will 

open our first day of Conference on Monday, September 
/ . 

30th, 1985~ 

Regards, 

• i 



Septembe~ 18, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

The cataract surgerv on my riqht eve went of.f sat­
isfactorily last ~'VedneA0ety at the ~11 1 mer Institute. This 
should not handicap roy ah i.l i tv to cant i nue to do the work of 
the Court--although my new qlasnes will not be fi.tte(l for 
several NE>t">!kn. 

As I have in the oast, I was driven to Baltimore by 
my m~ssenqer in a Court car . I believe this is an entirely 
prooer use of the government vehicle, but if there is any 
quest ion I would ur.efer to r~?imburse the Court for the mile­
age . I have done this when I have used the Court station 
waqon to move mv f l les and be long inq~ to Richmond for the 
monthF of July lind August--a mo,,e '-"e did not make this year . 

I am conti.nulng to have my messenger come for me in 
the morning , and often take me home in the afternoon . I 
have not yet regained my f:ull strength. 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 
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September 26, 1985 

PERSONAL 

Law Clerks for the 1986 Term 

Dear Chi.ef: 

T recently completed selecting mv clerks for the 
1986 Term after having intervieHe~ a numher of strong appli­
cants. As in the paot, with vour aoproval, I now mention 
two whom r can strongly recommend: 

"'s. Gretchen i<JoJf.inger . Marshall-~·Nthe School of 
La~ (~i11iam and Mary), first in a class of 175~ executive 
officer of law review: graduat~ of the University of Virgin­
ia, B.A., with high honors: and now cler~inq for Judge 
AlrJisert (who recornmendF> her stronglv). 

Brarl Saxton. University of Virginia I.aw School, 
Articles Bditor: possibly No. 1 in his class: William and 
Mary Colleqe, B.A., curn laude, Phi. Beta r{anpar good summer 
clerkships, including qtrong recommendation from Hoqan & 
~artson: now clerking for Judge ObP~aorfer, who also strong­
ly recommended saxton. 

As I cho'3e another clerk 'l")re<:J,e.ntly with J11~ge 
Ob~r.t=ior. fer, anC! I no not ta1<,.. two clerks from the same 
judge, this prev~nted my engaging Saxton . I likec him per­
~onally a great neal. If I had chosen a fifth clerk, it 
would have been Gretchen Wl')lfi.nqt:'r. She is a del iqhtful 
pen~on whom you would enjoy having in Chambers. Her appli­
cation was not receiv~o by me until I ha(l suhstantiallv com­
pleted my interviews and made mv choices. 

Sincerely, 

The ~hief Justice 

lfp/ss 
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October. 31, 1985 

Dinner, November. 17 

Dear Chief: 

Jo and I regret that we think it best to decline 
your invitation for reception and dinner on Sunday, November 
17. 

We will be in Colonial Williamsburg from the after­
noon of Friday, November 15 (I hope our Conference that day 
will be short) until ~ometim~ during th~ day on Sunday, No­
vember 17. It will be a strenuous time for me in view of 
the elaborate plans to celebrate Carl Bumelsine's retire­
ment, including a speech by me on Sat.urdav evening. 

I just do not think I will be up to goinq out for 
the third successive night, particularly after driving up 
from Williamsburg. 

~·7e do appreciate being invited . 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 
P.S. Jo and I appreciated your driving us to the dinner at 
the Library of Congress, and particularly your waiting until 
we came down to the garaqe. We slipped out about 10:30, and 
I hope you and Vera had simtlar good luck. 

~----------.....::...~---------~·· __ ._j 
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November 13, 1985 

CONFIDENT! AI, 

Dear Chief: 

One of my former law clerks, John 
Buckley (now with Williams, Connolly), sent 
me the enclosed articles, one from the New 
York Law Journal of November 1 quoting 
Judge Weinfeld, and the other an earlier 
article from the New York Times eulogizing 
Judge Weinfeld. 

I think you will find these arti­
cles interesting, and doubt that you will 
disagree wit~ what is said by and about 
Judge Weinfeld. 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justtce 

lfp/ss 
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BILL BUILDINO 

WASBINOTON,D.C.80006 

November 8, 1985 

Honorable Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 
The Supreme Court 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Justice: 

I happened to notice the enclosed article 
from the New York Law Journal which quotes Judge 
Weinfeld's-comments that Supreme Court Justices who 
give interviews or speeches criticizing other 
justices are "policitizing" the Court. .Among the 
examples of such "politicization," he cites Justice 
Brennan's recent and much publicized speech. That 
brought to mind another article, also enclosed, in 
which Justice Brennan was quoted as saying "there is 
no better judge on any Court" than Judge Weinfeld, 
who is "a day-to-day example of what we want our 
judges to be." 

If only Justice Brennan would follow that 
example • 

Enclosure 

" . 



Weinfeld Laments 
'Politicalization' 
Of Supreme· Court 

B)' Alan Kohn 

A dean of federal trial judges baa 
taken laaue with Supreme Court jus· 
tlcea apealtlng out publicly about dis· 

• putes with fellow justices or with 
Attorney General Edwln Meese ld. 

When lustlces apeak out publtcly, 
Judge Edward Weinfeld aaid at a 
New York County Lawyers' Associ&· 
tion luncheon Wednesday, they e.re 
engaging ln a "'polltlcall&atlon of the 

'Court." 
(lourt as lnatltutlon 

.Streaslng the nation's highest court 
wu an lnatltutlon, the judge aald he 
believed lta greatness, whether one 
·agrees with It or not, came from Ita 
· ..,ell·reaaoned" opinlona. 

Judge Weinfeld used the words 
"unfortunate" and "undesirable" ln 
commenting on an Interview given 
lut year by Justice Harry A. Black· 
mun and recently publicized apeech-
•• thia )'ear by Justlcea Wllllam J. 
Brennan Jr. and John P. Stevena. 

In the Interview, Juatice Blackmun 
talked about hia differences with 
Chief Juatlce Warren E. Burger, 
whlle the other two justices com· 
mented on Mr. Meeae'a views on con· 
atltutlonal law. 

Judge Weinfeld, who .Ia eighty-five 
)'eara old and haa aat u an active 
judge for thlrty·five years on the U.S. 
Dlatrlct Court for the Southern Dla· 
trlct of New York, &lao answered 
queationa from the audience during 
the luncheon forum. · 

Among bla vlewa: 
Diveraity jurladictlon - Ita aboll· 

tlon Ia "long paat due .. , lt'a a bygone 
relic." 

Quality of lawyera - The judge 
disagreed wlth Justice Burger that 
the quality of lawyera baa decllned . 
When lawyera do not meaaure up to a 
high atandard, he uaerted, It wu not 
because they are not qualified but be· 
cause they are not prepared. 

Compulsory arbitration of federal 
clvll cues under ~.ooo - He ts 
agalnat the concept, alnce cltlzena 
ahould have the "right to resort to the 
courta and not have arbitration tm· 
posed on them." ( A pilot arbitration 
program wlll begin next year ln the 
U.S. Dlatrlct Court for the Eaatern 
District of New York.) 

Civll autta under the Federal 
racketeering law- The law haa been 
"abused" and applied ln a way Con· 
greaa dld "not Intend. •· 

Jurors and complicated aecurltiea· 
law caaea -It ta an "amazing experl· 
ence" but juriea .,really do 
comprehend and understand." 

Individual usignment ayatem ·~ 
While a "doubting Thomaa" having 
"aome reservations" when the aya· 
tem waa Introduced ln the Southern 
Dtatrlct, Judge Weinfeld aald that 
now he Ia a "very atrong advocate'' of 
the aystem by which the aame judge 
Ia ln charge of the caae from start to 
flnlah. 

The · "'alngle problem" facing the 
Southern Dlatrict Court - Judge 
Weinfeld'• anawer waa a smile when, 
after the question waa uked, some­
one ln the audience Immediately re· 
aponded, "'the elevatora!"' 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, AU(]JST IIJ; ·· /985 

A Lifetime of Law anq Quiet D1iigence for fudge Weinfeld 
By DAVID MARGOLICK 

It is very quiet in Foley Square at 4: JO In 
the morning, when ~year .old Judge Edward . 
Weinfeld ·usually arrive~ . The square ls 
deserted except for the homele:s.!l people 
sleepins In the park across from the Unite<! 
States Court House. 

Last week Judse Weinfeld m:>rked tus 3:5th 
anniversary on the bencll in :> ppropriate 
f:l.Shion . He showed up at the Court House five 
minutes earlier than usual , switched on the 
lights in his chambers, made a pot of colfee 
and began <loinS the job be loves- the lonely, 
dilftcult but exhilaratinS worlt of a Federal 
tri.al judge. 

When Judge Weinfeld leaves !Us apartment 
oo Eut 66th Street for Room 2204 of the 
courthouse each day, he merely forsakes one 
home and family for another. At the court­
house he ls marrted to the law, and !Us clerks 
are his sons and daughters. 

Friends •• colleagues and former law clerks 
hav.e begged him not to wort so hard. But the 
judge·. ·a stickler lor facts, takes issue with 
not only their sentiments, but also their 
choice of words. 

Noc Work bat 'Joy' 
" When, at a fairly early bour of the morn­

Ing, I put the key Into the door of my dark­
ened chambers and ~ across the room to 
start the day's actlvtUes," be wrote recently, 
"I do so wtth the same enthustum that was 
mine the very first day of my Judicial career: 
What one enjoys Is not wor1t. It ls joy." 

Edward Weinfeld Ia the oldest active 
Federaljudce in the United States . But lil a 
pro{esston k:Down for Ita dJ.ssenters, nearly 
OM!l)'OUe agrees that be abo remains what 
be has lone beea: one of !be most respected · . 
Federal judps In the ~try. ' 
· TWo yean qo, wben Judge Weln!eld'a 

alma mater, theN- York University Law 
School, DIUIIed a profes.tOnhlp att:er him, M­
sociate Justice WUIIam J . Brennan Jr. of the 
United Statea Supreme Court called hlm "a 
day-by-day Uvtng example of what we want 
our judgea to be." He added : "There Is gen. 
era! agreement on bench and bar throughout 
this nation that there Ia no better judge oo 
Gn.)l court.... . . 

Judp ·Weinfeld hu eamect his reputation 
throuch decadea of diligence rather than 
throuch the luck of assignment& or the elo­
quence of h1a wrtttna. 

2,1 .. Opiai-
He has presided over his share of famous 

cases - the libel suit by the author Quentin 
Reynolds against Westbrook Pegler, the 
IK'ted Hearst joumallst, for instance, and 
N.,w York City's case apinst Rockwell In­
temaUonal for defective subway cars- but 
no more than his ahare. · 

His opinions- 2,108 of them u ot last week 
-are Jona on facta and ahort on aphorisma. 

In 35 )'Mra on the bench, lie has granted 
only one lntervtrir : to his granddaughter, 
who Ia record.lng hla memolra. 

"In a-· It would be euler to salute hlm 
If he'd ~ more noisy, If he had laid claim 
to -lnnoYatlve Jep1 pblloeophy or IOUiht 
fttEUaa lllroulb 'ar-t' apinlclnl or a mo. 
oopoly of '!mporWit' ·~·" Justice Breo. 

" 

hav.e upheld any other judge," said Leonard 
Boudin. who represented Mr. Lamont. " The 
weight of his leamins, legal analysis and 
reputation made hlm virtually irt'eV<!rsible." 

Judge Weinfeld has periodically pi'OI'I\ised 
his wife of 54 years, Lillian, that be plans to 
retire from hll post, a lifetime appointment. 
But despite plt, plllebitls and other ail­
ments , there is no evidence that be Intends to 
keep hll word. Already, be has hired law 
clerks both for next year and the year alter. 

They will preswnably develop the same 
bond with Judge Weinfeld u their predeces­
sors, most of whom have long-since gone on 
to successful careers or their awn. Many, 
looking back, say nothing could compete with 
their first job or first boss. 

"One of the trasedles of my life Is that I 
peaked at 2:1," said Mitcbell Lowenthal, 
Judge Weinfeld's 1983 clerk and now an as­
sociate at Cleary, GottUeb, Steen • Hamilton 
in New York. 

Another New York llnryer, Daniel Levitt, 
. wrote of his clerltshlp In 1964-«1 : "That was 
the best year. The rest are only to be used to 
prove we were worthy of you." 

iudge ·weinfetd has said be aspired to 
serve the rule of law even as tbe ~year-old 
son of Immigrant parents on the Lower East 
Side. He practiced law for rT years before en­
terln& pubUc service, ftrst as a delegate to 
the 1938 New York State Conatltud.onal Con-

• vention, and later, as bead of Goveinor Her­
bert H. Lelunan'a piOilMt'ing pubUc-bousln& 
program. 

Tnauan Appobacee 
It was Lelunan. as a Uaited States Senator, 

whO persuaded President Truman to name 
hlm a Federal judge . 

..... "" • .,.. n-/ Cbool.w "-Jr. Uke Judge Hand, Judp Welnteld was 
. Juclp Echran:l Weiuleld In bill chambers at~ U.S. Coon House.. often mentioned tor blsber judldal oftlce, 

· ' most notably In 11185, wben be was recom-
nan said. Wbat ha.s'cll.stlnsu1sbed bb c:ai-eer, 
be said, has been "!be purity of Its devotion 
and Ita quiet dedlcatloo to the businesa of 
Judging." . . 

Judge Weinfeld, who Ia routinely showered 
with such praise, Is ll.k.enecl ' to New York's 
other noted :!Oth-<entury jurista, Benjamin 
Cardozo 'and Learned HaDd. 

But Judp Hand ~ might -have db­
puled that assessment, at leutjudsin8 !rom 
a photograph he once lnsalbed to h1a lrlend: 
"To Edward. Welnleld, whO makes !be rest of' 
us feet I~e ~-" 

Aae has forced some ·chan&ea In Judge 
Weinfeld's dally routine. He rarely takes hls 
ruminative lunchtime walks acroa the 
Brooklyn Bridge anymore, and hll 8 A.M; 
tennis game died a while ago, with the only 
person he could find to play at that hour. 
Some lawyers say that In receirt years !be 
judge has grown more Impatient, even per­
emptory, with them In court. 
· But as sleep becomea more dltftcult for 
hlm, hll workday beglril earlier thad ever. It 
starts in his chambera, lollowtnc a round of 
pushups, with a verse of !be Bible ...:.. nrst In 
Hebrew, then In Eng1.1ab. Ia the boun befon 
hJa law clerk& amV., he writ111 oplnl0111, .... . 
vteww court record8 aDd MOtendJI& repor1:11 
aDd read& !be latellt ~Court rullnp. · 

One ttory, apocrypba1 pertlape but not lm-

plaustbie, tells ot a prosecutor wbo met the meoded by Senator Robert Kamedy and , 
Judie on !be Court Bouse .rep. at 8 o'clock Emanuel Celler, !be chAirma.D of tbe ·lloae 
one morntna. · · JudldaryCommlttee, andhlaOWIIcolleaa-

. :'Going out for breakfast, judge?" be for the United States Court of AppM!a. Presi-
asked, · dent Lyndon Johnson, · bowever, lpred 

"No, tor lunch," Judse Weinfeld replied. Senator Kennedy's nomination and cboee 
1be judge's work, to man}', could ·seem Uke Judge Wilfred Fetnbera. 

drudgery: writing and re-writlnc opinions, "There Is no question that Feinberg's was 
· revtewtns reams of court dc!Cuments, cross- a nne appointment," said Nlcbolal deB. Kat-
eJWillnln8 probation officers before sentenc- z.enbach, who wu Attorney Geleral at !be 
ID&· But Judge Weinfeld Ia food of referring to Ume. "But I think Jolmloa n.nted to ceech 
himself as a "minister of jU5Uce" and teUJng Bobby a lesson In politics, aDd did." •. 
his Jaw clerks that "there ls no S\lch l.hln8 u "Right now, be would stand mountain hlp 

. an unimpOrtant case." in comparlllon wtth any Justice on !be Su. 
Such sentiment& could seem corny to some preme. Court," said Louis Nber, who ap-

- but not to those who have revtewed hll peared before him In the Reynold& Ubel cue. 
decisions on appeal, shared the trial bench "It's a great waste." , 
with hlm, worked for hlm or been litigants In According to his friends, Judge Welnleld Ia 
his courtroom. somewhat balfled by the adulation be hal re-

The United sta'tes Supreme Court olten celved. His attitude toward his Ute's work ap-
mentions Judge Weinfeld by name, a rare pears akin to his !eel!np about jurora- to 
tribute tor a trial judge. Fellow jurists regu- whom, he !eela, no thanks are ever due. 

. larly aeek his counsel and use his ~ In- "I happen to believe that one wbo !althtUIIy 
1tructlons. and consclentloosly dlscharps b1a duty nei-

And appellate court& rarely revene hlm- - u.er Is entitled to, nor mU8t he or .. apect, 
not even In the midst of the McCarthy era, thanks," he tella jurors before they are ella. 
when he ruled that a Senate subcommittee charged. "Your reward must come from the · 
had Improperly questioned a Colwnbla Uni- knowledge that you responded 'to the call of 
V'lf'Sity lecturer Corl..lal Lamont about b1a duty as a citizen, and were prtvtleaed to play 
political beUet..' ' au Important part In the adminlatra~ of' 

"Ill my vt- tiM Court o~ Appeala would not j1111Uce." ' 
1 



~;.~~ ~'1/ .... ft~/t.t.~ 
~.r-~ ... &t..w 

')1~~-v.!!A~ 2tJ.US 

loveaber 14, 1985 

Dear Mr. Justice, 

The President of the United States will deliver his 
laport to the Cooaress on the Su..it MeetiD& in 
Geneva at · a Joint Session of the Con,ress of the 
United States on Jove.ber 21, 1985 at 9 PH and you 
and the Aasociate Justices of the Supre.e Court are 
invited to attend. 

The leport will be delivered in the Bouse Chamber, 
and ve request that the Court present the .. elves in 
rooa B •19 The Capitol at 8:30 PM ao that seating 
can be concluded on the Floor of the Bouse before 
the aet tiae. 

'Please confira the presence of the Court on this 
occasion by calling this office on 225-3505. 

Sincerely yours, 

Warren Earl Jurger, Esq. 
Chief Justice of the United States 
One Firat Street 
Washington, D. c. 20543 



.. 

November 19, 1985 

Group Admissions to Our Bar 

Dear Chief: 

This letter is prompted by Mondav's performance of 
our sitting on the bench for 25 minutes while three large 
groups of lawyers were admitted to the bar of our Court. 

I have thought for some time that "group admit­
tance" is a farce and probably a reflection on the Court 
itself. We require the moving lawyer to stBte that he or 
she "is satisfied that [the applicant] possesses the requi­
site qualifications". I doubt that many of the lawyers who 
move the admission of large groups ~1ould be willing to make 
that representation under oath. They can know little or 
nothing about the qualifications beyond the fact that cer­
tificates have been filed certifying that the applicant has 
been at the state bar for three years and remains in good 
standing. The moving lawyer probably would not know whether 
criminal or disbarment proceedings are pendj.nq, or whether 
the lawyer has ever tried or argued a case, or indeed 
whether he or she has ever practiced or taught law. 

I was irnt_)ressed by Erwln Griswold's address at our 
50th anniversary session. In the early years of the Court 
there was a genuine Supreme Court bar. Today wha.t we call 
our "Bar" bears no resemblance to a genuine bar. It is pri­
marily a means of providing certificates that applicants can 
frame and hang in their Chambers - if they do practice - to 
impress (if not deceive) prospective clients. Moreover, I 
understand that the expenses of the trip to Washington are 
tax deductible. 

There is much to be said for eliminating group 
admissions, and requiring the moving lawyer to state that he 
or she personally knows the applicant or is familiar with 
the applicant's reputation as a lawyer. I suggest that we 
discuss this at some convenient time, including the possi­
bility of charging some nominal dues so that we can deter­
mine who in fact :f.s a current member of our "bar". 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

cc: The Conference 
. -~ 

. ' 

\. 



CHAMI!I!:RS OF 

THE CHIEF .JUSTICE 

Re: 

.ltprtmt Clfouri of tJrt ~b •tatt• 
'Jfu!ringht~ ~. <!f. 20b'~~ 

November 19, 1985 

Group Admissions 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE: 

Lewis' note today on this subject recalls Conference 
discussion 16 years ago when I sought to eliminate all Courtroom 
admissions. 

"Tradition" and "public relations" it was s~id, mandated 
this anachronism. I settled for my fallback position to make 
Courtroom presence optional. We settled, although had I pressed 
for a vote in 1969, I think we would have carried the day. 

Between opinion announcement--even in the sensibly truncated 
form--and the admissions, we waste an astonishing number of 
"judge days" every year. 

I am certain most lawyers, who make a special trip, take a 
business expense deduction. 

I'm ready to help cut down the National Debt Deficit by 
eliminating: ND 

(a) ~Courtroom admissions; / 
(b) aua? courtroom opinion announcements as of January 

1986. - NL) 
This will be on the next Conference agenda. 



CHAMI!IERS 01'" 

THE CHIEF",JUSTICE 

.Su.prnnt Of&tUri of tlrt ~b .Statts 
Jfaslfi:nghtn. ~. Of. 20~,.~ 

November 19, 1985 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE: 

The President of the United States will deliver his 

Report to the Congress on the Summit Meeting in Geneva ·at a 

Joint Session of the Congress of the United States on 

Thursday, November 21, 1985 at 9 p.m. in the House Chamber. 

Do you wish to follow our practice of declining, as 

in the past? 

CC - The Marshal's Office 
Justice Stewart 

l'. 



November 19, 1985 

Joint Session of Congress 

Dear Chief: 

Unless you think this i.s a "command performance", I 
would be happy not to attend. 

If you and as many as four other Ju~tices think we 
should go, I will join you. 

Si.ncerelv, 

The Chief Justice 

1fp/ss 

cc: The Conference 

I 
! 

--~--------~---.. -... · ·--""!"""'---------------·-·~ '''"• "'·""'· , ... ~.... ""'~ 

'' 
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TO 

FROM 

DATE 

MEMO 

The Chief Justice c:;)_ 

Jim Donovan ~ ·~ 
October 25, 1985 

SUBJECT: Westlaw Terminals 

Interest is growing in the possibility of accessing Lexis 
and Westlaw from terminals in Chambers as an alternative (or 
supplement) to use of those in the Library. The steadily 
increasing computer famil~arity evidenced by each successive 
group of law clerks results in demands for more sophisticated and 
more convenient access to the legal data bases. In response to 
the demand for greater access, we now have Westlaw terminals in 3 
Chambers and the Reporter's Office. Separate Lexis terminals are 
located in one Chamber and the Reporter's Office. 

The present approach portends the placement of a Westlaw 
terminal and possibly a Lexis terminal in every Chamber. In 
contrast, we are investigating the feasibility and cost of a 
possible alternative approach. This alternative would equip the 
Atex system with hardware and software to allow use of the 
installed Atex terminals in Chambers to access Lexis and westlaw. 
(Our Atex system is now sophisticated enough to be equipped with 
additional hardware and software to handle this capability.) 

The benefits (assuming feasibility is proven) would be: 

1. No need for separate Lexis and westlaw terminals in each 
Chamber - a cost saving, space saving, time saving 
solution. The Atex terminal would become a multi­
purpose tool. 

2. Data needed from Lexis/Westlaw could be moved into the 
Atex system without re-keying. Then the data could be 
merged, modified, etc. by the law clerk as appropriate. 

The proposal from Atex will be ready in approximately one 
month. we can then determine which alternative will be the most 
cost-effective to pursue. 

In the meantime, I recommend approval of the Westlaw 
terminal request you have received from Justice Rehnquist, since 
this will satisfy his immediate needs. The Westlaw terminals are 
rented and can be removed if the Atex solution proves feasible. 

cc: 

I shall keep you advised. 

( Justice Powell 
Justice Stevens 
Dr. Cannon 



October 29, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

This refers to Jim Donovan's memo to you of October 
25, with respect to Westlaw Terminals. 

Jim had discussed this with me, and I strongly en­
dorse his recommendation. Jim has identified the benefits, 
and my clerks tell me i.t woulet save good deal of time. 

Indeed, if funds are available, I would be happy to 
have a Westlaw T~rminal in my Chambers now. 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

cc: Messrs. Cannon and Donovan 

-------~-------~- '" -· 

...... ~ 



...... 

~u.prtmt <!):curt of tqt ~lt ~bdttt 

Jfa.gqmgton. ~. Qt. Zll.;i.l!~ 

CHAMBERS OF 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE December 2, 1985 

I sent a copy of this morning's rough 

cC) 

draft of your letter on Lord Diplock to 

Justice Powell, who has promised to have 

his final letter sent to me late this 

afternoon. 

Both letters will then be sent via 

overnight mail to Mr. Clare in New York . 



December 13, 1985 

PERSONAL 

Dear Chief: 

As I will be away on Monday, when you usually make 
assignments I write this letter. 

Perhaps I have mentioned that I go to Mayo (Roches­
ter) on Sunday for the six months checkup that will keep me 
there possibly through Wednesday. I prefer that this trip 
not become general knowledge, as the media would give it 
undue publicity. I will, of course, let you know the result 
when I return. 

As to assignments, I hope you will give me several 
cases as I am i.n fairly good shape. Of the five that you 
have assigned me, four have been circulated - i.ncluding 
Wygant that went out this afternoon. I still have that 
dreadful Matsushita Electric antitrust case that has given 
me a good deal of difficulty. But I should get it circulat­
ed no later than the en~ of next week. In view of the un­
certainties in my life, I would U.ke to have cases to work 
on during our four weeks' Chri.stmas break. 

Even our Richmond children will be away (Lewis with 
his wife's parents in Birmingham, and our daughter Penny and 
her family with Molly in Salt Lake City). Jo and I there­
fore will be a lonely couple, and plan to spend only a few 
days in Richmond. In short, I will be available for work. 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

' . . ', 
' >. 

. ~~ 
:!'': •. 

Sincerely, 

. 
r 

.i .• • . ' .,, 

' 

. 
' ,, 



December 13, 1985 

National GeograPhic's New Atlas 

Dear Chief: 

7~is will confirm that I would like to purchase two 
copies of your National Geogra?hlc new atlas on North Ameri­
ca ''lith thP. amazing satellite pictures. 

You were kind enough to say that you could obtain 
them for me, anc I suppose our van that goes uptown could 
pick them up. If someone in your otfice could let me know 
the price, I will send a check . 

I envy you beinq on the National Geoqraphic Board . 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

< ·' 

,, . 
·• ... 

·'-:;" 

~ .. 



CHAM!IERS OF" 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE 

.iu.pumt <!fDttti of tqt ~b .itatts 
Jfufrittgbtn. ~. QJ. 20~'1-~ 

December 18, 1985 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE 

( 

It develops that Lewis is not fully in accord on 
83-1968, Thornburg v. Gingles. Bill Brennan is willing 
to "surrender" 84-6263, Batson v. Kentucky in a "switch." 

With thanks to Bill, I now reassign each of those 
cases accordingly. Reg]) 

%lf- ... fD2b '5 }J.Lv-~ v' /~ 
!)~~/ 
j~~~ 

#M . 

/J~~~~~~ -
.~-o~~~7~ 



.l'uvrtnu <qonrt of tlrt ltnittb .;lbdte 
'lhtefringhtn, ~. <q. 21l.5~~ 

CHAMeERS OF 

JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL December 18, 1985 

Dear Chief: 

I have your memorandum about LFP's difficulty 
and your solution. I, too, am "not fully in 
accord with" Catawba. I, too, seek assistance. 

Sincerely, 

1fM . 
• 

T.M. 

The Chief Justice 

cc: The Conference 

\. 

•,t' 



cQ 

December 27, 1985 

PERSONAL 

Dear Chief: 

I suppose you also received a copy of •our National 
Parks" from the Reader's Digest. 

We had a case last Term that involved the Reader's 
Digest. You and I concluded that the Colonial Williamsburg 
DeWitt Wallace Fund was too tangential a connection even to 
consider disqualification. 

I do not recall, however, ever having received a 
book from the Reader's Digest. Do you think we should ac­
cept this gift? I will not mail the enclosed letter to 
Barny until I hear from you. 

On the same general subject, all of us receive nu­
merous books primarily from law book publishers and the au­
thors of law books. I have recently received, for example, 
Professor Areeda's new two volume work on antitrust law. 
Apart from professional sources, a company called United 
Technologies has sent me two or three handsome books, and I 
assume these books also have been sent to other Justices. I 
have no idea what United Technologies is, and do not recall 
that it has ever been before the Court. Do you accept books 
of this kind? And should we report them on our disclosure 
forms that are filed May 15? 

The Chief Justice 

lfp/ss 

Sincerely, 

'·· 




