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:--mbre-tifed-than any tima"this—year, and went to bed while the —

December 16 2(%‘9"(&_
‘Dear Folks, :

= After a hectic night of fipes wo are extrewely lueky
and thankful that Washington College was not burnt, The Law
School, only about twenty-five feet away, was.

- - After writing an English term paper Friday night 1 was ~
rest of the floor was still going strong. I don't krow Just
what time it was, but wasn't so sleepy that I went to sleep — —-
imrediately, and know that Just at twelve Miss lercer read tle
boys the riot act about noise, and they went otit, to Wit's End
(which has rcopened). I :es sort of half asleep for & long
tire (I remomber humming ¢ certain ney ture over and ovER, .
tut can't think of the tune today); ti% next éerinite thing
1 remember was the teys pounding on ny door, and tellin. wne
ubout & fire, -By the time I was fully awu.e Lhey had all gone
Lo see it; I didn't gzo. The clouds were rat.er low &nd they
were brizhtly 1it up by the glare; you couls zlsce see L .o
ilurmes themselves, After seeing that it certainl, waszsn't
tie library and probakly not Dr. Gaines's, since I seemed to o
be getting quite & cold and éidu't wont Lc peke it wWOorse, = ¥
I went back tc-bed. That was about twe o'clock. (A4s & matter
of fact, the fire was at a lumber yard near the railroa? sta-
tion,) "I must'have slept about an hour and a half or more.,

Then 1 was half awakened by the colls,e bell rirging,

and saw that there wus & fire up that ways; I supjposed of course
in the Colleze builcing, becausc we have alvways been afrdid of
it burning. Though there was hardly any wind, I supposed,

‘being half-asleep, that the other fire had spread. Putting

on shoes and socks, and pants and my overccut over my pajanas
(which left me rather cold around the neck) I ran up the hill. :
From the house 1'd ‘'seen that the main fire was in Tucker Hull, i
but thought the College had started too. When I got ur thers
I saw it hadn't, but At still looked like it probably would.
The fire department, which was still ai tihe other fire,

didn't get there for several minutes. The lav builcing, at
least the center hall, was a roaring lurnace, The crovwd, al-
rezdy fairly Jarge, was yelling and screarin. "get out of tlere"
to the peojle who had gone in the windows to sone of the offices

Lo suve what thzy could. One of these was Granam Painter, and
ne got the files out (threw thew out tre window drawer by drawer).
The smolte was pretty bad, Fe hurt his ankles znd knee Jumping

out the window.

People sot up on the reol of wiwt FYL/A/{/ wing of the Colls_e

bl Tips ertisgudshers: unvy ina few winutes so. ¢ Roue SLe,

There wuas an azonizing delay wailing or luekir, for o wrenen .o

crern the flre ;lug, bt thsy finall. geot the i ter flowing: and

tre engsine .ot there. The law schccl w. a3 beyoengd saving, 220 the

Dig questioh was to suve ths College. Taey plzgec wmuter oo blut

w11, T was afraid that wher the wall on that cis o the 1o

schosl fell, s it wus obviously sbout to du, it wouls sturt
4 fire at the foot off tie ¢ lle e wull., FPut il fell off in
piaces, end egluost straizint fewn, snortly theresstor thoy ot

@ hose u, on Y¢ the “ollege rocf, ans the crisis was pest, Dr.
cto.g had alre.dy moved Lis wost inportant things out of his

office {which is in the endutgered wing). Ey this ti.e, and
long telore, nesrly everyone wus ther=. Our cro.C haé been in r
at the first. 1In fact, they narrowly missed d¢iscovering it, and 2
heving & chunce at seeing the person who dicé it (it was almost 2
zertainly incéndiary in origins About ten nirutes before 1t
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was cdiseover:d, th ; hard been singing on the ste;s by thz Churel.
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Staunton and Buena Viata fire depariments came. The
former is said.to have made the trip in forty minutes. lhey
had a good engine, and stopped rjght here at the corner by
the 014 Blue, and- pumped water up the hill - (the pressure at
the;plgg;upjthéfefwasn‘t”#éryggocd).untillten.o'clock this p
.- —-L-got-to-ved-about. five thirty,; when-it-was certain-there’ {
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" %as no more danger.. -My.cold is no worse;.in fact, slightly. ' .

better (I slept uninterruptedly this-time till-nearly-one).. ... .

. The building and-library were wofully underinsured; ever L rosl
one says, for $30,000. The building was always unpopular,‘ﬁﬁ%:’“ Llowe
the librury is a bad loss; many items areé trrepluaceable, . None (o .af’
of Williams!, Johnson's, or Light's notes or other effects were  t,.¢ ;
saved., Nany students--among them Carl bprague and Glover, of “é%%fi-

ny friends—-always studied in the law library and left their §
books and notes there. : , ' 3
, Herets why 1 -say it must have been arson: - On -the same v
glght &5 the other fire, it absolutely was not caused by 1ts
s;yarks; there was nof wind, and the fire started not on the
roof’, but cn the first floor. With thls an established fact,
the two fires in one night Z#/f@¢ being a colncicence ls ex--
trcmely  improbable.. . The fire chief thinks the lumber fire ... ..
was also set, (It was underinsured too). “Also, ‘the law buil-
dinz was well kept up, and was in no sense a firetrap like
+he College or, say, Reid Hall. There may be some develppments
tomorrow, . . b’ il ‘

. I shiver even.to write about the thing; I guess you under-
stand better than anyone. . The gquestion of the College and - - B
the General:Library not being fireproof is ofe of our most -
serious-énesé,andu¢;ho;e'this'may'1ead to sowe improvement, -

I don't see how, though.'.

- - Graham's 1&g still pretty bad but he cun walk around.
Ve were playing bridge-this evening when Kkr. Gilliam called ui
alter him, It seems“that the AF hed gotten the story about, him
saving the files #fd but had it that he was badly hurt (at din-
ner today they- thought he was 'in the hospital, bgcausc they'd
seen him go away having to hang on to itwo people). So they .
tried to get hold of his father for confirmation. His father
is in the hospital, in Charleston WVa, bul they got hold of his
partner, who called up Gilliam long distance., : So now we'lre
kidding Gratam aktout being a hero. :

‘Unless you hear otherwise 1811 be home Thursday, on the \
ususl Fig Four train. I'11 ke awiully slad to sec you. You
know, do ycu not, that Elunche is coming to the librury meebting
:n uhicago? -—-I won't have much time’ in Kanses City but will
probubly et o ticket straight throwgh. I'm afruid the rotes
%31l be quits righ this y2uar; am not yet guite sure wpethor
Lhere wili te ony ciifcience between rates on the 12tk and Z20th.
If so, I'11 take the late train and gt wy ticket from Wnlte Sul-
phur, which is the first stop after widnight. --I'm going tc
leave my car in Clifton rorge. ‘The'vwhiting people say they ore
sure there are some safe gurages thers, Figuring in evaryihing
I don't thirk driving homs would pay, do you, even if the
weather happened tec be sll.right. If I did I'¢ have to 20 .
direct to Kensas City, then drive up to Chicago on. the 26th snd
27th., -~My trips to and from KC on the trzin will ver; likely
not be at Ere same time as yours. Before chcosing the Santa
Fe zutormatically I'm going to compare 11l the schedulss, to
spe il there isn't some way to avoid losing two evenings, or

having thowr very badly cut.
. Love, 8
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