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A Brother of Mi.ne 

.. Death is the ultimate fate of all mortals, but many live- in afterieath, through-_their. dreams and goals ;.that . 
they soughtt9-·establish:iri'. life; 'and j n th; hearts of those who hail the·m dear·. ,' . - . . - . - -_ . 

. This rs· not ari atte~pt to immortalize Leslie, so hisname ca:n long~be r"e-membered . . Surely_ he·_. \Ycis a brother, 
··whci can not be repfaced in -the heart; of my family ; because we lovedJfim.dearly, ·Th_ere ·is no need to put em- -
phasis 6~ hi"s past;ach1evernents,but th~re is 'a ne-ed to look.at h_is ~ttitude,stOW?r-d life, ei_p'ecial_lihere in Ameri ~ · 

.. ca : ,His b~hiefs will yield greater value tq us)~rough the rec6°gnition of fi 'is achlev!efments·, -'·: , ~ 
.· Leslie-believed .. in America··,· not,as it exists ·'foday, with its racial ,· injustice/ 6ut a.?. a·p1ace.wl1e·re ev.ery man 

could ·obtain hii foilest.·freecfotn and ·be truly •liberated. He saw ho.pe fo/.a'-tountr·y torr(by ra~ial~strife; whe~e · 
freedorn -.. is. genodde, and w~r :is ho.nor.. He wanfed:peace and°t1ar-mony to prevair; scdt:iat ev~ry. man' could-be . 

'· . called a friend, whether he be °t{lack or White. He did not iet-the racial -discrimination that he experi~rrced•in .the · 
- p~anu(tie'ldi(bf -'_'Mr. Chariey'' ,as a c_hild !inJl,Jenc·e:himwhh-hatr~ed.·: No:r di~-hj ·co-mplain 'abo~t the f,act th~t he . 

,: ~-- , was ."bused~' over fifteen rnil-ei a·wa°sJ-c from ho,;,e to an all Black- higf-{ school ,. wr-iile he only lived _fifteen yards . 
. . .fr.om ano-ther school, but-tnat ·schoorwas all Whrte .. ·N·o-one screame"c(apout "6us(ng' ; Leslie, arid .other ·mack ., __ 

✓ 

'children.0aft.hat time, because 1it was .fo'r s~'g/eiiati:~n f·· '- ·. - .... :... .. - . - -

· T~_e system~~rovides une,qu~teducaJiori .,for Blifr:ks: To~~y let.me~rr1enti_2~ "bu~ing• i and the outcf,es against _ 
·· it courd al ,most shatter:. eard·r:ums. Why, , oeca:use ··it-,means providing an -equal and top quality education for 

, . . . -·· . • .. - . - . . . . .. :c· . . - . - , - , . . . _I . - . . 

Blqcks . An_ education. t_hat Leslie wa:s den.i~d,<_ but. fortunately h~ over-· c.ame _his· systematically .. _impesed ·nan di- : 
cap!· Leslie believed .that truef~eeqom ·for Bfacks ·co_uld rJot exist until~they'were provided -with. th~ highest qaali- . 
tiot .educ;:ati'on ppssible. He believe'.d th-~t'this co~ld not .com_e abo:utunttl°th·e·[aws _of the lan·d be~enforced to tl:1e 

_: fullest extent. Thelaws that are b·ased.ori th~ b~lief '.-'that all m_en·are dea-ted,equa,i:•• · . .. . ·- . . -
- -- . Lesh~:belie~ed th9t this coOntry had.the_ p~-tentia-lto 'bei,o'me the· greatest hatioh_e.ver, if .orily'-the ca¢ial pre ju-
' ~-dice? •t.hat a're now ihstitution~lized:coulq :be ove'rcome: He\votked· Withiri -the.sy$tem ,' the v~ry same ·s"ystem : 

.. t_hat -disc.ri m1nated· aga i ns-t h i'm~ He saw ·hope that the -system could- b-e ·reformed~ Many of u·s .Blacks ·see ,· .. _ 
differently . .- - · . - · . · _. · · · · -. · · · · · _ . . -- , - _ · 

Lesli~'$ ,death. was ·not' on·ly a ·1o·s·s _t6 .my -family,- ot . the -s1a~k's, but a loss tQ the coun.fry ·as a wh~le , His 
. thoughts, beliefs ; and dreams_' were share·d by ma ny·other youn .. g extinguished Blcick.men 0ho were str.~ck-down . 
before they could r.eadJ. the ·glory of U{eir life'. Let -me-say agaTn that -th~re are ·many other B'lacks who believ·e C . , 

. diff~rently. Let us pray for America's sake, thath is .th6ughts, -hi_~ bel(ef a·nd. his ·dr-eams did not dii with hirn . . . 

. -Bo_bby_ R. Smith ·'i4 


