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CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE HARRY A . BLACKMUN 

. . 

January 26, 1977 

Dear Lewis: 

In connection with your circulation of January 25, 
I enclose copy of a letter I wrote January 12 agreeing to see 
the Yale Political Union group, but only if arrangements had 
not been made with any other member of the Court. I fully 
agree that we should adhere to a ''one Justice" policy. 

Sincerely, 

./4 
~ 

Mr. Justice Powell 

cc: The Conference 



Dear 

Jo and I were distressed to learn from Harry that you 
have undergone some corrective surgery. 

I am sure, however, that you are glad to have the opera- ' 
.~ tion behind you, especially since Harry advises that it was ' 

entirely successful. He is concerned that, in view of argu-
ments here, he could not be with you. ' 

As you may recall, I underwent surgery at Methodist 
Hospital in the summer of '74. If an operation is necessary, 
I am convinced that it is the best place to be. The combina­
tion of the superb medical staff and the hospital staff, gives 
one a great deal of confidence. 

When you feel a little better, I am sure you will enjoy 
the opportunity of seeing the host of friends that you and 
Harry ha~ in Rochester. I enjoyed meeting a number of them 
when Jor~ea1d I were there. 

' With affectionate best wishes. 

Mrs. Harry A. Blackmun 
Methodist Hospital 
Rochester, Minnesota 55901 

lfp/ss 

As ever, 
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Dear Bill: 

,y 

~ . .:.:· 
'j 

\ 

~:, 

<-

February 26, 1977 

't: A 

\ .. 'l 

'-~ 

iit 

mentioned is Dr. The specialist at 
Allen D. Kornblut, the 
clinic at Bethesda. 

Bethesda whom I 
No. 2 physician in the nose and throat 

I have found him professionally competent 
a layman can tell) and a physician who appears 
genuine interest in his patients. 

Sincerely, 

·."i ~~ 

,, f 

v j 

Mr • JuSit:i!lce Brennan • ', ,, 
iit'.," 

lfp/ss 
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CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE JOHN PAUL STEVENS 

March 1, 1977 

Dear Lewis: 

As I indicated on the bench, 
I think you should be proud of the 
fact that over 60% of any group of 
lawyers or judges rated the quality 
of your opinions as "excellent." 
No matter how the group was selected, 
that is a real tribute and I con­
gratulate you. 

Mr. Justice ?owell 



CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE LEWIS F. POWELL, JR. 

Dear Thurgooda 

u:p-umt <qtmrt iiflltt ~iilitb .§tNfts 

'Jliht$fri:ngton, 1(l. <ij. 20.?J-1~ 

March 8, 1977 

You may have seen the story in last week's U.S. News & 
\<lorld Report about the Court. The results of the "poll" 
reported in the story are hardly credible. I have no 
explanation for these, but do want you to know that neither 
I - nor any of your Brothers - put any credence in the ranking 
of our opinions. 

I also want you to know that, although we often disagree 
(as can be said as to each of us), I think the writing and 
thoroughness of your opinions is of the highest order. 

Putting it differently, you have the full respect of your 
Brothers, as a judge and a person, and this is the most that 
any of us can wish. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Justice Marshall 

lfp/ss 

be: Mr . Justice St ewart 

. ., . 
• 



CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE WILLIAM H . REHNQUIST 

.$'inprtnu <!JifurfctfiTt ·~e~ ~taUs 
'J)ias!p:ngfctt, lfl. <q. 2llp~~ 

March 23, 1977 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE 

Re: Cases Argued during the February Session 

As I had earlier indicated in a memorandum which I 
circulated while in the hospital, I anticipate taking no 
part in the consideration or decision of any of the cases 
argued and decided at the February session. I shall try 
to remember to advise each of you individually when such 
an opinion circulates to mark me as not participating, 
but would appreciate any backup help you could give me 
in the reminder department if you would make such a 
notation on your draft opinion when it first circulates. 

Sincerely, 

. 
' 
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April 4 1 1977 

Mr. Justice Marshall 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington~ D. C. 20543 

Dear Mr. Justice Marshall: 

The undersigned are the Chancellor, the President, the immediate Past Presi­
dent and the President- Elect of the American College of Trial Lawyers. In 
addition, we speak for each and all of the Regents. 

vVe express to you our deepest regret that anything was said or done at the last 
meeting of the College, which caused you distress and which caused distress 
to many others who share your views. 

You know, of course, that the unhappy event was neither planned nor foreseen. 
We share with you the unhappiness that the event has engendered. 

Some of us are not strangers to the pain of racial or religious slurs, some­
times intended and sometimes the product of thoughtlessness . These reveal 
the debris of old and pernicious habits which still reside in the dark interstices 
of our culture. 

We, like you, are committed to the eradication of such vestigial remains of 
ancient bigotries. :VVe share your faith that we can and will succeed. 

Please abide with us so that we may all share in a united effort to sustain our 
common faith in equality and justice. 

Respectfully yours, 

Emil Gumpert 
Chancellor 

Thomas E. Dc acy, Jr. 
.Immediate Past President 

Simon IT. lUfki.nd 
President 

Kraft \V. Eidrnan 
Prcsiclc:::nl- Elect 
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· April 5, 1977 

, , .. r 

Real Estate Agents in Williamsburg 

Dear Potter: ~-, :I: ·;·:~/ ·' 

i'· ~ 

' 

'f 

I ' 

v 

i\; ~· ;.; .;.~ 
1;lf,' 

The following real estate agents have been recommended 
to me. 

;; Mr. William J. Bull 
Williamsburg Real Estate Agency 
202 Parkway Drive 

•' Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 
804-229-1074 

'') 

t, Real Estate of Williamsburg 
Attention: Mrs. James Vaden 
110 Cary Street 
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 
804-220-3700 I , 

.\j· ~~· : 

~·~H 
II·~~ ' n 

"'.f.! 

My sister and brother-in-law had a pleasant apartment 
temporarily (while they sought a permanent residence) in: 

t/ .. 

'village Green Apartments 
1184 Jamestown Road 
804-229-4430 

:fr. Ji.l 

No agent has theee apartments, as Village Green does its own 
renting. , 

It is possible that the management of Colonial Williams­
burg also could be helpful. You might let me know if this 
is desired. 

v::. Sincerely, 

Mr. Justice Stewart · ''' •·• 

; I 

\ ·~~ 

-. 

.. ~ '· . 

' •· 

/~I 

'. 
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PERSONAL 
~~ :<!_; 

Dear tburgood: 

April 20, 1977 

' ,. 

'h:,, 

'(;: 

YJ.,/ ~· ~/' '· 
.,..._!·, 

I . have wanted for some time to say bow distressed 1 am 
that an unscheduled event occurred at tbe March meeting of 
the College that prompted you to resign. 

HaviDg worked fairly closely witb tbe College leader­
ship for some years, I can assure you tbat no intentional ., 
offenae was ,intended or would have been tolerated. 

Friends of yours of long standing ·(Bernie Segal, Barny 
Sears, Bert Jenner, Leon Jaworski and Whit Seymour , as well 
as Si Bifkind and the present officers) were anxious to have 
you a1110og our members, a desire that I shared. I know I 
apeak for ' all of tbem and everyone ~ else associated with 
leadership of the College when I express the hope that in 
due time you may reconsider. 

,1•.,, .1' \_ l 
.} ~ 

warm best wishes·' 

'\; ~c 

Mr. Justice Marshall 

lfp/ss . 
,, 

l 

;' 

be: Mr. Justice Brennan 
Mr. Justice Stewart 

As ever, 

, 
"t" J,',' .~~-

For your information, I enclose a copy of the letter to 
Thurgood written by the top officers of the College. I appreciate 
your respective concern and assistance. I suppose it is best to 
consider the matter closed. 

~' 
L.F.P., Jr 

.. ' 
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CHAMBERS OF 

JUSTICE WILLIAM 0 . DOUGLAS May 3, 1977 

Dear Lewis: 

There was a drought in my office and 

you were very kind to come to the rescue with a 

bottle of Sherry. I am returning a fresh 

bott le herewith. Let me know if I can help 

you in a similar way at anytime. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr. Justice Powell 

•'. 



May 5, 1977 

Dear Bill, 

It was my pleasure to present you a 
bottle of sherry, and so I am happy to 
return it herewith. 

This may forestall a "drought" on 
some future occasion. 

I have just returned from the Fifth 
Circuit Judicial Conference, where a large 
number of judges and lawyers inquired 
about you. Invariably, . they expressed 
admiration for your great courage, a view 
that Jo and I share abundantly. 

As ever, 

Mr. Justice Douglas 

lfp/ss 

,, 
,, .., 

' 

,. 

' 
~-

'. 

¥ .. ,. 

. . 

,.: 

·" 

·. 



May 10, 1977 

Dear Byron: 

At the Fifth Circuit meeting last 
week, I received a glowing report on 
Rhesa Barksdale from one of the senior 
partners in his law firm. 

As you will note from the enclosed 
letter, the Barksdale& probably have 
increased their family by 50% by now. 

As ever, 

,, 

j.' "'" 

Mr. Justice White 

lfp/ss 
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June 13, 1977 

The Death of Mr. Justice Tom C. Clark 

Mr. Justice Tom C. Clark (retired) died today 

in New York City. The Chief Justice has made the following statement: 

"We mourn the loss of our Brother Tom Clark who 

died early this morning in New York. He was unique in the annals of this Court 

and the Judiciary, in that he took all problems of the judicial process as his 

personal burden. Following his fine career as a Justice he has literally ''ridden 

Circuit" as the Justices _did in the first century of the Court. He is the only man 

ever to sit as a Judge in every Circuit. 

"His work to improve the system will be his lasting 

monument. His service as first Director of the Federal Judicial Center was notable, 

but great as it was, it was only the "tip of the iceberg" of his total contribution. 

"No one in the pt st thirty years has contributed 

more to t~"!e improvetn:! n t of justice than Tom Clark. 

"We have lost a distinguished colleague and an 

incomparable friend." 



CHAM BERS OF 

..JUSTICE LEWIS F. POWELL, ..JR . 

.§invretttt {!feud of tlrt ~t b' $5hrltg 

~a$fri:ngton.l9. Qf. 2.0c?J.1~ ' 

June 13, 1977 

TOM C. CLARK 

It is likely that Mr. Justice Clark was known personally 

and admired by more lawyers, law professors and judges than 

any Justice in the history of the Supreme Court of the United 
• 

States. In addition to his remarkable career as a jurist 

for more than a quarter of a century, Mr. Justice Clark was 

a leader in public service activities of the American Bar 

Association and other bar organizations - . giving generously 

of his time and providing unique leadership over many years. 

His death will sadden thousands of lawyers who were proud 

to call Torn Clark their friend. 

June 13, 1977 Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 

( ' 

\ 
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TOM C. CLARK 

It is likely that Mr. Justice Clark was known Personally 

and admired by more lawyers, law professors and judges than 

any Justice in the history of the Supreme Court of the United 

States.. In addition to his remarkable career as a jurist 

for more than a quarter of a century, Mr. Justice Clark was 

a leader in public service activities of the American Bar 

Association and other bar organizations - giving generously 

of his time and providing unique leadership over many years. 

His death will sadden thousands of lawyers who were proud 

to call Tom Clark their friend. 

June 13, 1977 

··--".t:r,. 

:~ .. 

" .. 

Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 

.... 
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CHAMBERS OF 

-~tutt ~l1Url ~f tltt ~mub- .imtts 
,..NSJri:ngtott. ~. ~· 2!TgiJ£~ 

Mr. Tyler A. Baker 
Chambers of Justice Powell 

Dear Tyler: 

June 29, 1977 

I am a.fraid that I appear ungracious, but I have very 
much in mind the invitation of the Powell clerks for lunch. 
The hectic final days of the Term have slowed me up, but I 
still appreciate the invitation. Have a good summer, and 
good luck to each and all of you. 

Sincerely, 

~uu.4LL--







Tl1c Tom C. Clark f ami1y 

J ul y 1 6 , 1 9 7 7 

Vea~ Lewi~ and Jo: 

You~ wa~m, thought6ul 
lette~ ha~ given ~uch com6o~t 
to me. Tom would have been 
~o plea~ed by you~ gene~ou~ 
comment~ -- he che~i~hed hi~ 
"b~eth~en" on the Cou~t and 
all ou~ wonde~6ul 6~iend~. 
It ha~ been a ma~velou~ pa~t o6 
ou~ live~ 6o~ u~. 



Youn kindne~~ bnought 
baek ~o many happy memonie~ 
whieh Tom and I tnea~uned 
duning oun yean~ togethen -­
it wa~ one o6 the bte~~ing~ 
we ~haned. 

With wanm appneeiation, 



~s v~VV\)~~ ~ 
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September 28, 1977 

i'', 

Dear Dottie and Harry, 

Friends of ours sent us the 
Rochester Post-Bulletin of September 
Blackmun Law Library at Mayo. 

1'·'•-1' ( 

story from the 
10 on the Harry A. 

We send warm congratulations to you both, and also 
commend Mayo on the appropriateness of this recpgni.tion. 

Harry is so darned modest that he has not told any 
of us here at the Court about the library or its 
dedication. He sat quietly just yesterday when Thurgood 

·, mentioned the nine-foot bronze statue of him being erected 
in Baltimore. Although a library in Rochester, Minnesota, 
may not be as conspicuous a monument as a bronze statue 
before the City Hall i.n Baltimore, t t is a tribute from the 
people who know Harry best. It therefore is one that I 
would greatly cherish. 

Warm best wlshes 

r i'' r oi'~ 
;) 

if; 

.,,., .. 

'' Mr. Justice Blackmun and Mrs. 
;,.t Normandy House 

1701 Kent Street, Apt. 306 
r, , Arlington, Virginia 22209 

lfp/ss 

''-). "· 

I , 

r, 

.. 

•. ' . .., 

, 
'•· 



r ,, 

't 

"'- · 

November 16, .1977 

Dear Harry, 

I have just have had a most welcome conversation 
with Shirley about the result of your operation. I was 
absent from the Court on yesterday with what I believe was 
a touch of the flu, but was advised of the Chief's brief 
talk with you. 

Shirley now tells me that the operation was "100% 
successful", that the doctors are delighted, that you are 
taking dai.ly walks, and- not so good- that you are doing 
some work and dictating to your secretaries! All of this 
is most reassuring. I was quite concerned when you left, 
and I am sure you also were appreh~nsive - as any surgery 
at our age can identify serious problems. My own 
experience at Mayo, and the Methodist Hospital, gave me 
great confidence in the skill and dedication of the medical 
staff, and also the care one receives from the nursing and 
supporting staff. 

As you know, the Ch'ef was hospitalized on 
yesterday with severe pain in his lower back. I saw him 
Monday, and he obviously was suffering and moved with 
difficulty. He had taken demerol during the previous 
night, without satisfactory relief. I urged him to forget 
the work of the Court and spend the necessary time under 
hospital care. 

I know of no other news, having missed a day and a 
half with my own indisposition. I have not seen any 
member of the Court since you left except the Chief 
Justice. Even circulations seem to have slowed down. 

Although I know your Chambers provides all of the 
essentials, if you can thJnk if any errands that may 

. ' I• 

require a Justice - or a friend - I hope you and Dottie • 
both will feel free to call on me or Jo, or both of us. 

With affectionate best wishes. 
;t.J, ~,:a·• 11 

~ 

Mr. Justice Blackmun 

lfp/ss 
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,; HIGH COURT OPENING: 
J 

NIXON JnlPRINT SEEN 

Justices Reconvene Today-'Bu rger 
Blotoc' Viewed as Still Holding 

Conservative Vote Balance 

By WARREN WEAVER JH. 
SP~cli!ll to The !\cw Yorii.'. Tlmrs 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2-Thc Supremr 
Court that formally reconvenes tornorrov 
in its marble temple on Capito l Hill sti! 
reflects strongly, in balance tf not alway: 
in conviction, the imprint of former Presi ­
d-ent Richard M. Nixon. 

Chief Jus tice Warren E. Burger and the 
three Associate Justices named to thf 
nine·membcr Court by Mr. Nixon are v:Ot· 
ing 'together 'a little Jess consi:,tcntly tha i 
they did at first, but they stil l prese:1• 
a un ited front in about two-third-; of th e 
cases reso lved by the highest t1 !bunal 
and, as a result, carry the dey. 

During the last five terms. the so­
called Burger Cot,Jr t has ha.nded dow r. 
decisions in criminal cases that support.ec 
the prosecution 64 percent of the tim· 
and decisions that favored the accusec 
36 percent of the time. 

Over the same period, the CJurt ha. 
reversed lower court ru iings 61 percen 
of the time and sustained them :J9 N;• 

cent. In ma:1y instances. the Cou rt is per 
suaded to accept a case fnr review ir 
the first place because a numher of ju<; 
tices are inclined to believe that tt wa 
wrongly decided at a lower level. 

Burger llloc Is Backed 
The Burger bloc is getting inerca ,; !n ~ 

support in the generally consPrvati'.' r 
tenor of its posi tions from two n1sLc:e 

1 wr.ose actions were regarded ti-.. • .• ·car 
ago as "swing" votes. They so;;1•.:tiP1e, 
joined with the liheral wing of the Cour: 
to produce a majority. 

Associate Justice Byron R. White 
named to the Court bv P1·esic!vnt Joh. 
F. Kennedy in 1962, has' virtually b-.,com' 
a member of the Burger bioc, JOinif-:g ;.h 

! Nixon appoi ntees in 90 percent of thei. 
joint votes during the last term .1nd f; ~ 
percent in each of the two terms heio re 

Associate Justice Potter Stewart, an 
pointed by President Dwight D. Eisen 
hower. in 1959, appea rs to have lost · 
measure of his independence. Over :h: 
last three kern s, he ·v OL(;d w i lh che fnu. 
Nixon appointee~ 86 or 87 percent of thr 
time that they were united, compuec 
with 75 percent five years ago. 

The Court' s newest memher, Asso:::iatr 
Justice John Paul Stevens, the appointee 
of former Presi de11t Gerald R. Fore!, ha 
shown less inclination lo vote with hi 

' fellow Republ icans . Durin.~ the 19 ':"6-7 ~ 
term, his first fu ll term on the hi .a h bcncl1 

he "joined the Burger bloc in 70 per,:en 
of it.S joint vote .~. 

On the cti·;?r hal"lrl. Justice S:cv~n· 
voted with t he Court's two idenUfi,lbi ( 
liberals, Associate Jus tices Will iam J 
Brennan Jr. and Thurgood Marshail , i:· 
61 percent of the Court's rulings, e:<acth 
as often as Justice White die!, <rccord in ~ 
to figures compiled by The New Yorh 
Times . 

. lG!!t~~~eli;:- the Ju!>l~s do not favor this ~ \ I sort of analy~i~ of Supreme Comt vr· ~~ -, 
patll'rn~. maintainin g that it gives a po: 

• litical cBst to judicial decision makinr:! 
and Llut s the fact that each member of 
the Court votes independently on each 
t:ase argued. 

for legal scholars. polit:ca l scifnti,ts 
and news reporters however. su"h fi p,· 
ures provide the onlv ~olid means of iden­
tifying patterns in Suprrrne Court hehav• 
ior and detecting movement within "th <! 
Court on t!1c crit:ca!!y impart:::nt issU('S 
it resolves. 

Ia the terrn that ended !.1st June th~ 
Court was more deepiy divid ed on c'\:-e::; 
than it had been for yea rs. Undc~ ihl" 
leadership of Chief Ju~tit:e Burger, thE­
number of cases recol ved bv 5-4 or 6-3 



and Llu1 s the fa rt that rach mcmb;•r or 
lhr Court voles independently on rach 
case argued . 

For legal scholars, ')olit:cal sci• 'lti~ts 
and news reportrrs, hnwPver. r,wh f•l'· 
urcs provide the onlv ~olid PiC<~ns of iden­
tifying patterns in Suprrme Court b{'h:w· 
ior and detecting movement Within ' lh<• 
Court on t!1c crit:cal!y import:::nt i~' ~u~s 
it resol ves . 

In the term that rnc!cd ! .1s~ June th" 
Court was more decpiy divi ded 011 C1~er. 
than it had been for ·; cars . L'ndcr thP 
leadership of Ch ief Ju~tice Burgror, thf 
number of cases rc <olvl"d bv 5-4 or s.;l 
votes had declined steacl11y, from 46 ocr· 
cent in the 1972· n term to 29 pli'rcenr 
in 1975-76. But last term, with Jus ti·:c 
Stevens on the bench full time, the ratl' 
of that incidence rose again, to 39 per­
cent. 

The solidarity of the fo ur Nixon an 
pointees reached a statistical peak du rin ~ 
the 1973· 74 term. when thev voted •o 
gether on 75 pl'rcent of thr ca~es befor• 
the Court. ln the last term. th at t1~ur • 
was €7 percent, down from n prrcen 
in the previous term. Such t.:niLv almns 
always forms the basis for a ma in11t\' 
During the past f1ve ~ eqrs , the four l'ii xo· 
appointees, when united. were in the rna 
jority 500 times and the minority onl: 
four. 

Independence Irregularity 
While the level of unanimitY arno:·· 

Chief Justi ce Burger and the thrl'e othe 
Nixon appointees has fallen off some 
what, the patterns nf independence ar 
irregular. In die 1975-7fi term. As~oc : at 
Justices Harry A. B!ackmun and Williar 
A. Rehnquist each declined 11 :imcs t 
join an otherwis~ solid Burger bl0c. whi : 
Associate Just ice Lewis F. Powr ll Jr. d1 
so seven times . Mr. Blackmun \'O t~ 
against the Chief Justice 18 times, :\1 
Powell 15 times and Mr. Rt' hnquist 1 

During the 1976-77 term, Mr. Powe 
broke up a solid bloc 11 ti(l1es, ~ r~. Blad 
mun nine, and Mr. Rehnquist only f:ve. \1 
Powel: voted agair. <t the Chief Ju~ tL 
22 times, Mr. dlackmun 21 ~~nd :\lr. Re h1 
quist I 0. \lihen the four Nixon appointe ' 
all voted together. Justi-:e Stewart vot( 
the opposite way I 0 times and Jus tic 
Stevens 27 times. Mr. Stewart voted di 
ferently from Chief Jusice Burger ~ 
times and Justice Stevens 49 times. 

Justice White's tendency to voLe wi t 
the Nixon· Justices has been m0, t pr 
nounced in criminal law cases. J ;1 J 97 
76, he joined Chief Justice Burger ar 
his colleagues on 29 of 32 unt1ca 'ot 
in this area, and in 1976-77, on ail . 
occasions that they agreed. 

During the last two terms, Ju : ~ ; 
, Brennan voted in the minority the "1C. 

times. 5(}. last year and 54 the v~ar befor 
closely followed by Justice Marsi1dll. 

Dissents by Republicans 
Justice Stevens di ssented 29 times la 

times, more often than any Rrpubl:cr 
did. Durin!! his more than one term · 
thP C'ol'rt., he h:1 o; filort ~. n nnininn ro " 
plain his dissenting vote on all but thr • 
of 47 occasions, an unusui!lly high lnL 

dence. 
Chief Justice Burger, the Court statist ' 

indicate, almost never iiSSIImes the ro 
of a lone dissenter against the re~t 
the Court. Two year< ago. h ~ did r 
make .~ uch art objection to the ma ior· 
position once. and in the la<;t term 
did so only twice. 

. \ 



CHAMBERS OF 

.JUSTICE HARRY A . BLACKMUN 

~tutt <!}:ltllrlllf lfrt Jltri:ttb ~fa:ttg 
._ufri:n:gton:. ~. <!}:. 2'll.;i".;t 

Rochester, Minnesota 

November 21, 1977 

Dear Jo and Lewis: 

I 

A very lovely bouquet of flowers arrived. Dottie 
and I were touched by your sending them. We are basking 
in their beaucy· and appreciate more than we can tell you 
the thoughts that are behind them. 

Things are going well. Word reaches me that Lewis 
has had a bad cold. I hope that it has not proved to be too 
serious. 

The Honorable Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 
and Mrs. Powell 

Sincerely, 



Supreme Court of the United States 
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December 1, 1977 

MEMORANDUM TO THE CONFERENCE 

Last month Andy and I had lunch at the Capitol Hill Club 
with close family friends from .Michigan, whose son had been 
admitted that morning to the bar of our Court. One of our 
fellow guests was Charles Chamberlain, a former Congress­
man from .Michigan and the current President of the Club, 
whom I have known slightly for several years. 

Mr. Chamberlain spoke to me about the possibility of a 
reception at the Club in honor of the Justices of the Supreme 
Court, and I expressed some doubt about it in view of the 
Club's frankly political coloration. A few days later he sent 
me a letter, a copy of which is herewith attached. 

In view of the need to respond to Mr. Chamberlain1s 
letter, I hope we can discuss it briefly at the Conference 
tomorrow. 

,.,...... ( ! 

' - f 7' 

\/ 
P.S. 

-;, 

,, ., 

... 
' ~ 

"'I 
,-

-~ 
~ 

'f'~' 
I' 

•. ;· ·.: 
-~ < 

.,-
'> . 

'•'• -.... 
\ 
.. ~ .. -



OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
Hon. Chules E. Chamberlain 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
Hon. William E. Brock, Ill 

THIRD VICE PRESIDENT 
Hon. Robert c. McEwen 

TREASURER 
Thoma~ J. Lankford 

SECRETARY 
Mrs. John R. Gomien 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Hon. Harold R. Collier, Chairman 

Mr. Joseph M .Boker, Jr. 
Mr. Joe Bartlett 
Mrs. Lamar L. Briner 
Hon. William E. Brock, Ill 
Hon . William S. Broomfield 
Hon. Clarence J. Brown 
Hon . Elford E. Cederberg 
Hon. Charles E. Chamberlain 
Mr. Robert C. Coleman 
Hon. Harold R. Collier 
Mrs. Gerold R. Ford 
Mr. Charles R. Freburg 
Hon: Berry Goldwater, Sr. 
Mrs. John R. Gomien 
Hon. Robert P. Griffin 
Mr. Bryce N. Harlow 
Mr. William F. Hildenbrand 
Mr. Thomas J. Lankford 
Hon . Robert C. McEwen 
Mrs. Tereu D. Mcloughlin 
Mr. Charles Morek 
Mr. Thomas A. Martin 
Mrs. Clarence Miller 
Hon. John Myers 
Miss Libby Powell 
Hon. Charlotte T. Reid 
Mrs. Kathryn Robinson 
Mr. John R. Sinclair 
Mr. Paul Theis 
Hon. Charles E. Wiggins 
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' EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Hon. Charles E. !:hamberlain, Chairman 
Mr. Joe Bartlett 

300 First Street, Southeast 
Washington, D. C. 20003 

484-4590 

Mr. Thomas J. Lankford 
Hon. Robert C. McEwen 
Mr. Charles Marek 
Mr. Thomas Martin 
Mrs. John R. Gomien 
Hon. William s. Broomfield, Ex Officio 
Hon. Harold R. Collier, Ex Officio 

November 17, 1977 

Mr. Justice Stewart 
The Supreme Court 
Washington, D. c. 20543 

Dear Mr. Justice: 

Monday's lunch with the Dudleys was a most pleasant 
occasion and I was particularly pleased to be able 
to chat with you briefly. 

As I mentioned, the Capitol Hill Club would be 
delighted to host a reception honoring the Justices 
of the Supreme Court and, after you have had an 
opportunity to reflect a bit about this suggestion, 
I would be pleased to discuss the possibility of such 
an event with you further. 

Since our conversation I have thought perhaps it might \\ 
be well to consider a reception jointly sponsored by 
the Democratic Club and the Capitol Hill Club. I would \ 
be p 1 eased to pursue this, of course, if it were 
concluded to be preferable. 

Assuring you of our warm appreciation for any comments 
or recommendations you may have, and with my kind 
regards, I am 

yours, 

CEC:cc 

\ 



December 6, 1977 

Dear Harry: 

I enclose a copy of Duke Bayne's Jetter to me of 
December 2, advising that you will be invited to become a 
member of the Fort Myer Club. As I would have expected, 
Duke was delighted to make the necessary arrangements. K 

As you may recall, Jo and I have found the McNair 
Club to be a pleasant and convenient place to go, 
especially since it is nearby and one can go for lunch or 
dinner - seven days a week - on short notice. We think the 
Fort Myer Club is somewhat more elegant than McNair, 
although I am not sure Duke would agree. 

This seems to be the season of the year when our 
"court family" is having various ailments. The Chief is 
still quite uncomfortable, and spent most of last weekend 
in traction. We learned this morning that Marjorie Brennan 
was hospitalized today for some type of surgery, whjch 
concerns us all in view of her medical history. BilJ has 
been absent today, and I have no report. 

Bill himself plans to be hospitalized for two or 
three days next week Cas I understand it) for some 
treatment of his vocal cord problem. -

We can at least be thankful that, except for 
tomorrow, there will be no further arguments until January 
9. By then, we should be back to full strength. 

I thought about you Sunday when the Vikings made a 
dramatic last minute comeback, overcoming a 24 point 
deficit, on the passing of a rookie quarterback. Perhaps a 
worthy successor to Tarkenton has been found 0 

It was good to visit with you and Dottie on the 
telephone Saturday. My best to you both. 

As ever, 

Mr. Justice Blackmun 
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Jd:.,a?d r c;tre "·'sending to 
, Uris' poveJ caJ,J ed.:i :.T:r lni_ty". 

li:L) ,5~~ "' 
,,·~. AJ though the book came out last year, 'it only ",,,") 

recentJy'·;.camc to ou.r attention. We are reading it together 
slowly - ' some ·20 to 30 pages a night after I finish my 

' Court work. ,}. Althpugh ,' the first huridl:'eq:· pages are a bit · ~-
slow, we find it a~ rathe~ . fascinating ~ - .and ~shocking · story . , ~ 

", •. J ' . . ''i/:•cw .. " ~l',,.,, f ~.~ .. · ·. . · ·15 . • · ·" ''" ··· 
'l· l!' {>~ 1>:1' :~~ 'f ;;}. :-:: ~l:.l '('~·' . (I < ,'J' i '" 

As Presbyt~rians, ,w'e can't ' believe that Uris 
"telling it <like ,it ;:.was~:~ ·.4i·""'"'lf so, we :hope you good 
Catholics wiJ:f ,. forgive '"·~. t ·>. " f'~~-,~~· ' 

' ·:'i, 1 ,· " '·i!!~1t -~". ,.:~ . ~~in ' ;),·:~-· \~"' ~ "'';~:: ,''; ;' '"hro 

> fij . . ~~~· ~. '(!,' i:. ·! 

In 
1
any,, event l enables 

far better than .before ~~ the intensity of the fanaticism 
that cent tn'ues . to def:y: N. solution in North Ireland." 

"•, . ' . .... ~~ .. ·:, :(t~~ ··~~· '• - . ' ;•· .. ~ ~ ,., ·~ :· 
If ,you have read the book already, please send 

back by you( messenger ... (Joe Thompson) • I can exchange 
;book for ,"'a., newel one tha~ .. ,

1 
you may not have ,.read 

(~-

We have been thinking about you particularly 
hope'1 a11 went as well as Dr. Kornblut expected • .. ~·· 

>:I ~.: 

Mr. Justice Br''Emnan 
National ~aval Medical Center 
Bethesda;.· Maryland 20014 
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CHAMBERS OF 

.JUSTICE WM . .J . BRENNAN, .JR. 

Dear Brethren, 

~ttprtmt <!Jourl of tqt 1!Utili2t ~tatr.a 

'J!Uaglybtgfon, ~. <!f. 2.0gPI.~ 

December 16, 1977 

The biopsy from Wednesday's laryngoscopy reveals that 
I have a malignant tumor of the left vocal cord. Cobalt 
radiation for a seven week period, Monday through Friday 
of each week, will be initiated on Thursday, December 22. 
I am advised that after three weeks the soreness of my 
throat will make speaking somewhat difficult. Since the 
end of that 3 week period coincides with the January 
conference and argument session (from January 6 - 20), I 
very much doubt my ability to participate in that session, 
although I shall make every effort to do so. 

'' 

··' 
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Seeing you at the Christma~ 
reminded me that I had warm messages 
you from old ,friends at Princeton. 

/' 

.,:d'; and I \-!~nt up to Princeton 
the faJ 1 ;1

''' where .. ,I met with the" 
Constitutional Law class that you used 
address regularly ' every two years. we 

,
1 

, also dined .,,i th y,a group of ,,facu1 ty members 
and top students,· and gene aJJ y had a most 
enjoyable tjme. . . ~ "' l .. ' . : 

r,.,.,,, . '·'' "' lif;'li.' '!!. · • , ; 
,,, 1¥ -~~:/)~---~ =~f- .- -·. -~-r 

Dr. Alpheus .Mason, ~ who attende 
all of these activit(~s, i~' in fine 
health. He particularly asked to be _ 
remembered to you, and spoke of you most ··· 
warmly. Dr. Murphy, who presently 
conducts the class, also spoke of the 
important cont~ibutions you have made 

'Princeton overilltthe years. ··· 
' ~~ ' ' . 

Sidney Davis,"'~.- who 
, , clerked for you (I believe} - .also 

the dinner. '041.« ,:t.,;~;, ... ,. .. , "' . -... ~r w' 
~. ~ 

.,. Jo and I have thoug'ht of you and 
Kathy during the "holidays" ~; we send you 
affectionate best wishes. 
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